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Essex Industrial Archaeology Group
NEWSLETTER

Number 22


May 2018
Welcome to this month’s edition of the EIAG Newsletter. As usual set out below are the ESAH/EIAG visits of industrial interest, details of this year’s ESAH AGM, and a number of other events taking place over the coming weeks. There is a look forward to the Industrial Heritage Fair in 2019 and features on the restoration work at Ingatestone Station, gas holders in Chelmsford and how Parliament is encouraging the conservation of the UK’s industrial heritage.
We hope you enjoy reading this edition and if you have any comments on the Newsletter generally or specific items in it, or wish to make a contribution to the next Newsletter, please contact us via our email address - essexiag@gmail.com.
Programme of ESAH/EIAG visits 2018
The programme of visits in 2018 includes the following of industrial, maritime and transport interest. Full details and booking instructions were circulated with the Winter 2017 ESAH Newsletter, so book your places soon to avoid disappointment:

Pentlow Hall, Church and Watermill. Tour of a 15th and 16th century moated manor house with medieval watermill and a church – Saturday 18th August, 2:00 pm - £5.00

Historic Harwich and Redoubt Fort. Tour of the old town, followed by a tour of the redoubt in the afternoon – Saturday 22nd September, 10:30 am - £5.00 (Please note cost which was omitted from the Programme Descriptions sheet.) Please provide your own lunch.
EIAG Annual Meeting. AGM followed by a ‘study day’ looking at the railway, its impact on the industries of the Colne Valley, and a visit to the Colne Valley Railway. Saturday 10th November, 11:00 am – Free for members.
ESSEX SOCIETY FOR ARCHAEOLOGY AND HISTORY – AGM

The Annual General Meeting of the Essex Society for Archaeology and History (ESAH) will take place at Hill Farm, Gestingthorpe CO9 3BL on Saturday, 9th June 2018 at 2pm, courtesy of Ashley Cooper, farmer, conservationist, archaeologist, local historian, author and long standing member of ESAH.

The formal business will be followed by refreshments and an opportunity to peruse and perhaps purchase copies of Ashley’s local history publications. Thereafter he will give a tour of the Hill Farm Museums, with exhibits from geological times to the Second World War. These include a medieval Guildhall, an eighteenth century corn barn, rural bygones and artefacts from the Roman Villa.

There will also be an opportunity to visit the site of the Villa and the current archaeological excavations by the Stour Valley Community Archaeological Group, where a Romano-British ritual site may have existed. This part of the visit is subject to nice weather and in any event sensible footwear is advisable.

For those interested in our industrial and agricultural heritage the Rural Museum includes examples of implements manufactured by foundries and agricultural engineers in north Essex together with many other exhibits.

There is no charge for attending the Annual General Meeting or visiting the museums, but members may wish to make a donation towards refreshments.
Adrian Corder-Birch
Waltham Abbey Royal Gunpowder Mills - Guided Walking Tours

 

The Royal Gunpowder Mills is a fascinating and important historic site, once a busy, thriving place of manufacture of explosives and propellants, with buildings uniquely constructed to cope with the event of an explosion, a network of waterways and canals (now mostly dry), and stories of innovation and working lives.

 

Normally people are shown the ‘northern’ part of the site by landtrain only.  However a Guided Walking Tour allows people to get close up to the history in the company of knowledgeable guides.  The tours take in 2 miles of this fascinating place over 2 hours. Tours cost £18 which includes refreshments – coffee, tea and cakes. Places are limited and therefore it is essential to pre-book, via the Invitation to View website: https://www.invitationtoview.co.uk/properties/royal-gunpowder-mills/ 

Dates of the tours are as follows:

	Sat 23 Jun
	1:00 pm
	

	Sat 21 Jul
	1:00 pm
	

	Sat 18 Aug
	1:00 pm
	

	Sat 15 Sep
	1:00 pm
	

	Sat 20 Oct
	1:00 pm
	

	Sat 10 Nov
	12:00 pm
	


Details of these Guided Walking Tours, and other events at the Royal Gunpowder Mills, can be found on the Mills’ website at www.royalgunpowdermills.com, click on Special Events.
Following the feature in the last edition on the European Route of Industrial Heritage, here is the programme for the next ERIH UK meeting:
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ERIH UK – SUMMER MEETING 2018 

Wednesday 27th June 2018

Cromford Mill, Cromford, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 3RQ

P r o g r a m m e

10.00    Coffee and registration 

10.25    Welcome and introduction
10.30  STORM Horizon 2020 Research Project: managing climate change on historic sites, Dr Mike Nevell, University of Salford
11.15
Making industrial heritage pay - commercial opportunities at Cromford Mill

Simon Wallwork, The Arkwright Society
 

12.00    ERIH Update, including:
•
“Work it Out” event

•
Site Twinning

•
2018 Conference

•
Website and social media
12.15
 Site tour
13.00   Buffet lunch
14.00   Updates and items of interest from sites and organisations
14.30
Corporate Volunteering – the Ironbridge Experience


Richard Gough, Ironbridge Gorge Museum Trust
15.15
Open discussion and AOB


15.30
Close of meeting
Another date for your diary ..... Wednesday 12th September 2018, a joint meeting for ERIH UK and The Valleys that Changed the World regional route project which will be held at the Rhondda Heritage Park in Pontypridd, South Wales. Further details of this meeting will be circulated nearer the time, but for now, please make a note of the date. 
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Havering Museum
19-21 High Street, Romford RM1 1JU
Tel 01708 766571

Sat 9 June 1.00pm www.haveringmuseum.org.uk

Wed 20 June 7.00pm E-mail marketingehaveringmuseum.org.uk
PM  Registered charity No 1093763
£5.00inc refreshment




INDUSTRIAL HERITAGE FAIR 2019 (IHF 2019)

Following the successes of the Industrial Heritage Fairs of 2015 and 2017 we are responding to the requests of many people to hold another Industrial Heritage Fair in 2019. Feedback suggested a number of areas in Essex where it could be held of which Chelmsford seemed the best. Planning has now started:

Date: Beginning to middle October 2019

Venue: Chelmsford. Currently we are looking at a number of possible venues. However if members know of a venue that can hold 20 to 30 stands, has an adjacent room which can take about 40 people for lectures, has a nearby café or access to kitchen facilities for making teas and coffees, along with good parking facilities, then please contact us. Ideally the site would also be in somewhere with a historical industrial context. We hope to have made a booking by October this year.

Stand holders: Those with an industrial history context. We know that there is a wealth of material over the county and we feel it important to share it. Stand holders in 2015 and 2017 said how much they appreciated talking with the other stands as well as with the general participants.

Lectures: 4 or 5 lectures on Industrial History topics relating to Essex.

Participants: Anyone with an interest in the Industrial History of Essex

Cost: This depends on the cost of the hall hire which naturally we wish to keep down.

Time Plan: January 2019 we will ask for expressions of interest.

March 2019 stand invitations will be sent out

May 2019 we will need to have bookings and payment completed.

October 2019 Industrial Heritage Fair 2019.

Note: IHF 2019 is not a top down event it is very much all of EIAG working together. Hence although run by the committee we very much welcome input from EIAG members. If you know of any organisation that might like to have a stand then do let us know and also let them know about IHF 2019 so that we can get together.

We are looking forward to IHF 2019 which can offer us so much information and pleasure in our Industrial Heritage.
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Industrial Heritage Fair 2017 

General view of the Fair showing some of the stands and visitors. Photo taken by Brian Light of the Balkerne Tower Trust, with their stand shared with the British Water Tower Appreciation Society in the foreground.
Jane Giffould
All Party Parliamentary Group on Industrial Heritage (APPG-IH)

The APPG-IH first met in early 2014, but it was after the 2015 General Election that the present Chairman and Secretariat began to steer the Group forward with some clear purpose and specific outcomes in mind. The Group is chaired by Nick Thomas-Symonds MP for Torfaen in South Wales. His constituency includes the industrial World Heritage Site of Blaenavon which consists of Big Pit National Coalmining Museum and the former Blaenavon Ironworks site, so he is very familiar with the issues around the conservation of the UK’s industrial heritage. Despite another General Election and the consequences of the EU Referendum, the Group has continued to meet regularly, culminating in the holding of three Evidence Sessions in October 2017. At these sessions MPs and Peers were able to question and take evidence from a more than two dozen experts in the industrial heritage sector on the challenges facing the sector at this time. As well as representatives of the UK’s four statutory heritage organisations, such as Historic England, others giving evidence represented the major industrial museums, such as Ironbridge Gorge Museum, heritage railways, the canals & waterways, the Association for Industrial Archaeology and Sir Neil Cossons. Over the winter the Chair’s team have been drawing together the evidence presented into a report, and the APPG-IH launched its Report on the Challenges Facing the Industrial Heritage Sector on May 1st. The report is available on-line at both the Chair’s own website: http://www.nickthomassymonds.uk/party-group-brings-industrial-heritage-report-parliamentarians/ or the AIA website: https://industrial-archaeology.org/appg-launch-industrial-heritage-report/
Future meetings of the Group will be looking at how to implement the recommendations of the report within Government and the industrial heritage sector.

Tony Crosby

Association for Industrial Archaeology (AIA) – Ingatestone Station
In the January 2018 edition of the EIAG Newsletter, details were given on the EIAG’s affiliation to the AIA, and particularly the fact that EIAG receive copies of the AIA publications, IA News and IA Review.

The latest edition of Industrial Archaeology News – Number 184, Spring 2018 – has been recently received and should be available to members at the ESAH library. In a short feature on the Railway Heritage Trust grants for 2017 reference is made to the award of £151,000 to Ingatestone Station for restoration work on the station buildings and the footbridge.
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CHELMSFORD SET TO LOSE ANOTHER INDUSTRIAL LANDMARK

Following on from the recent demolition of the Britvic Clock Chelmsford is soon to lose another of the few surviving industrial monuments remaining in the City. This seems likely after the announcement by Chelmsford City Council on Friday 13th April that after 13 years of negotiation it had realised its ambition to acquire from the National Grid the Gas Works Site at Wharf Road, which includes Chelmsford`s two landmark redundant gas holders. The purchase will enable clearance of the site, including demolition of the gas holders, and after decontamination of the land the City Council will incorporate it into its redevelopment plans for the city.

In 1792 William Murdock used coal gas for the first time to light his house and office in Redruth. This discovery quickly gave rise to a nationwide gas industry. Most cities and large towns built large gas works which were mostly at the outskirts of settlement where there was room to accommodate the plant and keep pollution at a distance. The industry was established at Chelmsford in 1819, the same year as that at Colchester, making them the first gas works in Essex. The Chelmsford works was also an early inland gas works made possible thanks to the Chelmer and Blackwater Navigation. This had been constructed to Springfield Basin, Chelmsford, in 1797 and provided a cheap route to bring in coal, coke, bricks, timber, sand and grain via Heybridge Basin near Maldon on the Blackwater estuary. The basin had the open space for the establishment of a range of industrial activities which came to include a lime kiln, an iron foundry, coke ovens, a timber yard, storage yards for coal and building materials and the first gas works. 

The gas works produced gas on site by heating coal to high temperature in retorts which produced coke as well as the gas. The gas then passed through various processes to purify it, before being stored in gas holders. During the 20th century the works expanded to cover much of the peninsular area between the canal and the River Chelmer. Viewed from the A12 Army and Navy round-about in the 1960`s the works presented an impressive sight. In addition to two gas holders there was a large power station type cooling tower and an extensive area of industrial plant, this comprised of much sculptural metalwork rising to several levels which at night was memorable for its multi-coloured lighting. However, in 1967 the UK started to convert to North Sea natural gas which made these structures and processes unnecessary and the site had been largely cleared by 1980. Only a fenced area remained in use where the two gas holders continued to be used for gas storage. There was also a pressure reduction station which existed to reduce the pressure of the gas for domestic use from the high pressure at which it arrived at the site. It is the removal of this last remnant of the gas industry from the Wharf Road site which has made possible the sale of the land.

For many years the previously cleared gas works served for car parking and the only significant development was that of a new Essex Record Office which was constructed in the 1990`s. At that time discussions took place involving the then Chelmsford Borough Council, Essex County Council and other organisations directed to the possibility of creating along with the Record Office an attractive riverside Cultural Hub to both serve and showcase the County. These plans included consideration of how the iconic gas holders might be retained and turned into a focal feature of any new development.

A change in financial circumstances meant sadly that these plans were not progressed and they appear to have had no place in current planning for the area. This thinking has been directed primarily to providing new residential development, this being in line with proposals in the draft City Local Development Plan to create 14,000 new homes by 2036. In particular retention of the gas holders, which has been achieved in redevelopments elsewhere, has not been a consideration in these plans. In a statement about the purchase of the Gas Works site the Leader of Chelmsford City Council, Roy Whitehead, said, ”When I became Leader of the City Council in 2003, my two ambitions were to see John Lewis built and the gas  holders come down”. The Council payed £3.25 million for the land (much of this provided by the government from the Housing Infrastructure Fund), which includes £750,000 for the cost of the National Grid to remove the gas holders and decontaminate the land. 

This year development began on the Chelmer Waterside and Indigo Wharf Developments neighbouring the Record Office and Gas Works site, on land already owned by the Council. These are being constructed by Taylor Wimpey who, as part of the planning permission, are providing £1.5 million as half the cost of a new road bridge across the river linking to the car park in Baddow Road. While there are no specific plans for the Gas Works site at present more new housing is the most likely option. In a few years it is likely that nothing will remain in the area to tell of the 200 year gas industrial heritage of Chelmsford other than parts of the iron gas holder which are to be preserved by the museum at Sandford Mill. 
Dave Buckley
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