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THE STATUTES OF
SAFFRON WALDEN ALMSHOUSES

By FRANCIS W, STEER, F.S.A.

IN his History of Audley End (1836), Richard, Lord Braybrooke,
writes at some length (pp. 231-9) on King Edward the Sixth’s Alms-
houses at Saffron Walden. He refers (p. 231) to a volume * containing
the original ordinances for the government of the almshouses, written
in Latin’, to ‘ another document called Explanacio operis precedentis
lingua Anglica’, both of which he assigns to about the year 1400.
These accounts are actually in one volume which is transcribed and
translated in the following pages.

Lord Braybrooke also gives (pp. 232-3) a version (partly a transcript
and partly a summary) of the statutes, drawn up in 1550, under which
the almshouses were still being governed in his day; a copy of this,
slightly different in form although identical in essentials, is also
given in the manuscript now under consideration. Some of the bene-
factions to the almshouses are noted by Lord Braybrooke on p. 235,
and he gives a not too reliable transcript of fols, 5-12 (part of 1400
English version), and a list of benefactions in an Appendix (pp. 301-5).

The manuscript, of exceptional interest from several points of view,
is now among the archives of the Saffron Walden Corporation, not
because that body is responsible for the government of the almshouses,
but because the affairs of the trustees and the borough have been so
inter-related in the past that the business of one group was virtually
that of the other, and the archives of both were kept at the Town Hall,

Bound in oak boards covered with sheepskin, the manuscript measures
22.2 cms. by 16.2 cms., and consists of 23 leaves of parchment. Fols.
1-28v. are ruled with red lined margins and the text is written just
above horizontal red lines; fols. 1 and 5 each have an initial letter
decorated with blue and red. The main text, which may be dated, as
Lord Braybrooke says, to about 1400, is beautifully written in black
Gothic letters with the Latin much contracted; the Latin has been
extended, and a free translation made for me by the late Mr. L. G. H.
Horton-Smith, MLA., on which T have based my own,

A comparison of the Latin and original English version shows that
the latter is in much greater detail. The Latin text only refers to the
fifty-two ‘ poorer’ persons of Walden or elsewhere: uses the term
leagues! [leucas] for miles; and mentions the assembling of three women

' A league was two and a half miles, See U. T. Holmes, Daily Living in the Twelfth

Century (1952), p. 194,
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to hear Mass—a stipulation not made in the English version.! The
Latin text omits any reference to the dwelling-place of the priest, to
his ability, companions, or remuneration; neither is there any mention
of the attendance of town officials at church services.

The arrangements for the government of the almshouses by twenty-
four townsmen, as described in this manuscript, is comparable to the
establishment of © Select Vestries ', which in some places (particularly
the north of England and Cambridge) date from at least 1504 under
that name.” According to the Webbs  the origin of the local govern-
ing body of the parish is to be sought, not in any public meeting of
all the inhabitants, but in the more select gatherings of parochiani
nobiliores, parochiani seniores, et honeste persone parochie . . . of
whom we occasionally read in the oldest records’® While such
‘ Gentlemen of the Four-and-Twenty ’, as the Sclect Vestry was often
called later, might seem to be the logical outcome of the establishment,
under the Poor Relief Act of 1555, of the means whereby two or three
of the chief inhabitants could certify the existence of more impotent
poor than the parish could relieve unaided,® yet here at Walden we
have a reference in 1400 to ‘24 of the most worshipful parishioners’
(fol. 92.) whose task it is to ensure the good government of a work
of charity. In other words, they were trustees of an establishment
which had been founded by certain wealthy people for the dual pur-
pose of aiding the poor and for benefiting their own souls, Unlike,
the founding of guilds where the impulses were religious and economic,
this charitable organization at Walden was not in any way concerned
with regulating trade and industry, but it is interesting to note that,
like the famous Trinity Guild at Coventry (which was governed by
twelve substantial burgesses, who were instrumental in obtaining the
charter of incorporation, and were probably the jurors of the Court
Leet),” persons other than inhabitants of the town were members. Tt

. ! These women to be drawn from the Guild of our Lady of Pity, so often mentioned
in Walden records (see p. 177, f.n. 1), the almshouse, and the town.

* The Vestry Minutes of the parish of Great St. Mary, Cambridge, show that a
Select Vestry had operated there from at least 1504. S. and B. Webb, The Parish and
the County (1924), p. 174.

3 Webb, op. cit., p. 178.

4 Ibid., p. 176, f.n. 1. In a corporate town the mayor also had the right to call two
or three chief parishioners together for the same purpose, The Webbs go on to say that
there is something in the suggestion that the direct derivation of the Select Vestry may
be from the inquest or jury of * sworn men ' utilised in the fourteenth century for the
assessment of taxes.

5 M. D. Harris, The Register of the Guild of the Holy Trinity, St. Mary, St. John
the Baptist and St. Katherine of Coventry (1935), p. xvii. Miss Harris finds that a large
proportion of guildsmen * rose to be municipal officers and members of the Twenty-four ',
and she suggests that ‘ membership of the Guild was a stepping-stone to municipal office,

so close was the link between it and the Corporation ".
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is unfortunate that, except for Roger de Walden' and other ecclesi-
astics, and John Colwell the glazier, the occupations of none of the
benefactors to the Walden almshouses are recorded.

Vacancies in the Close or Select Vestries of the sixteenth and seven-
teenth centuries were filled by co-option, and again in the Walden
record (fol. 10) we have the parallel provision that, when any of the
twenty-four die or are removed by any other cause, such as non-
residence, those remaining shall ¢ come together and choose others in
their stead . . . keeping always . . . the number of xxiiij’. It will be
noticed that there is no question of an election by the parishioners;
there is that absence of what the Webbs term ‘ organic connection with
the inhabitants at large ’;* in the sixteenth century we find the ‘ Four-
and-Twenty ’ at Braintree ‘renewing themselves by periodical co-
option, and forming a curious body half-way between a guild and a
municipal Court of Aldermen’® The evidence surely suggests that
a similar arrangement was existing at Walden over a century earlier.
The Walden ordinances also make very definite provision against any
corrupt practices or opportunities to exercise partiality; again, the
Webbs were unable to find any irregularities in the conduct of the
Braintree * Vestry * during the one-and-a-half centuries of its existence.
There is also the appointment (fol. 11) of two or three of the twenty-
four of Walden to act as treasurers; this again is closely analogous to
the constitution of the later * Close \ estry * which had the dlStl’lbUthl]
of parochial charities among its duties.* Thus it would appear from
an examination of the Walden record and by comparison with similar
records of other places, that the Close Vestry (in whatever form it
appears from the late sixteenth century onwards) may have been the
natural development of arrangements at least two centuries old; Walden
can claim to be an carly example of this type of local government
—a century before its larger neighbour, Great St. Mary’s, Cambridge.

A critical examination of the ordinances is unnecessary in this brief
introductory note because the text has been printed in extenso with
a modern English version and adequate footnotes.

The attention of readers is called to the statutes and prayers of
the Gild of All Saints, Moreton, which appear in the Essex Archao-
logical Society’s Transactions, vol. xi, N.s., pp. 223-9. Dating from

1 Roger de Walden's portrait, put up when he was Bishop of London, is (or was) in
the ;:l'w: in the Hall of the Trinity Guild at Coventry, although his name is not found
in the ‘Register ' of that body, The only Essex persons mentioned in Miss Harris'
transcript @as members are Sir William (nh 1414) and Lady Elizabeth Marney (née
Sargeants [recte Sergeaux]), of Layer Marnev (p. 95) and John Hebbe, rector of Pleshey
(p. 43).

2 8. and B. Webb, op. cit., p. 173.

3 1bid., Bp- 179, 221. For details of archives relating to the ‘ Company of the Four
and Twenty * at Br.tmtru see Essex Parish Reeords, ed. by E. J. Erith (1950), pp. 14, 61.

* S. and B. Webb, op. cit., p. 220.
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1473, these statutes show certain similarities with those of Walden,
but the rules were for the good conduct of the members as a re-
ligious body and not formulated for observance by beneficiaries under
a charitable trust.

No trace remains of the original almshouse in Daniel’s Lane,* but
Lord Braybrooke gives (p. 234) Cole’s description of the building when
he visited it in 1770; the present buildings in Abbey Lane date from
1831, Lord Braybrooke also printed extracts from the almshouse
accounts, which begin in 1524, An electrotype of the almshouse seal
is in Saffron Walden Museum; it is 13 inch in diameter and shows
the Royal Arms (France and England quarterly) supported on the
dexter side by a lion and on the sinister by the ‘ ruddy gold ’ dragon of
Cadwallader. A monster in a similar attitude is stamped on some of the
gold sovereigns issued in 1542, and continued to be used until King
James substituted the unicorn of Scotland. The legend reads:
SIGILLVM ELEMOSINARII VILLE DE WALLDL' From the photograph of
an electrotype of the seal matrix in the Saffron Walden Museum
(fig. 2, p. 170) it will be seen that the woodcut on p. 305 of Lord Bray-
brooke's History gives an exaggerated idea of the sharpness of the
design.

NOTES ON THE TRANSCRIPT OF THE LATIN TEXT. This transcript of
the first eight pages of the book is rendered as near to the original
as print will allow. Abbreviated words are extended by the addition
of letters printed in italics (e.g., noic = nomine) which method has also

been adopted to denote special signs of contraction (e.g., & = e,

annuar’ = annuarum, custodib’ = custodibus)., The modern use of i
and j, u, and v, has been followed throughout (e.g., prouidentes =
providentes), and capital letters inserted, where necessary, for proper
names. Words such as tocius (totius), sustentacionem (sustentationem),
eciam (etiam) and several others where the letter ‘t’ approximates to
‘¢’ in pronunciation, have been printed (without comment) as the
scribe wrote them, In those few cases where a word appears to have
been spelt inaccurately, either a footnote or [sic] draws the reader’s
attention to it.

From certain mis-spellings we may conclude that this is a con-
temporary copy of the original ordinances made by a person skilled
in palzography but without an expert knowledge of Latin, The
scribe finding difficulty in reading some words appears to have guessed
at them, and this may account for such renderings as sorciatur for

I Two carved wooden corbel window-sills from the original fifteenth-century building
are preserved in the common-room: one shows a shield of France quartering England
supported by two leopards, and the other a shield with a crowned rose supported by iwo
greyhounds.—G.M.B.
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sociatur, insitabunt for incitabunt (or even invitabunt), and so on.
The use of ‘y’ for ‘i’ in two cases should be noticec
and ydiomate (fol. 4)—and compared with the English version on
fols, 5 to 11w,

NOTES ON THE TRANSLATION OF THE LATIN TEXT. Only the minimum
amount of annotation has been done. Superfluous words (chiefly
repetitive), have been omitted; a few words added in square brackets
are intended to clarify a doubtful context; modern punctuation has
been inserted. As the original English text on fols. 5-1lz. is in
greater detail and incorporates the information given in Latin, foot-
notes in this section are reduced to a minimum.

NOTES ON THE TRANSCRIPT OF THE ENGLISH TEXT. As will be seen
from Pl I, the use of the thorn and the yogh is frequent;’ these
letters have been reproduced as th and g (in preference to the more
usual ‘y ' or “z ") respectively. The letters u and v are given according
to their modern usage; ff is rendered as IF; abbreviations have not
been extended but indicated by an apostrophe.

The English text is a pleasant example of the vernacular of the
early fifteenth century, and parallel with it is a version in modern
English with such words omitted as appear superfluous or, on the
contrary, added in round or square brackets where the meaning needs
to be clarified.* Where a definition of a term, or an observation upon
it, is desirable, a footnote is provided.

The handwriting on fols. 15-372. varies considerably in style, and
although some is contemporary with the main text, entries appear to
have been made when fresh benefactions were received. The Christian
names in the bead-roll on fols. 262.-28 have been given mainly in
their modern forms in the parallel version, but surnames have been
printed as they appear with the addition of capital letters. The rules
laid down when the Letters Patent were granted in 1548/9 (fols.
30-37) are in a contemporary hand.

1 The fiat-headed Anglo-Saxon ‘g’ was used from the twelfth to the fifteenth
century to express a sound intermediate between g and y. C. Johnson and H. Jenkinson,
English Court Hand, A.D. 1066 to 1500 (1915). p. 56, and H. E. P. Grieve, More
Examples of English Handzeriting (1950), p. 4, note 8.

% Words or phrases in round brackets give the modern version of an archaic or diffi-
cult context, while those in square brackets are additional to the original.
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In nomine demini Jhesu. Amen. Cum quod libet opus bonum perpetue
memorie merito debeat commendari, et illud donec sui finis sorciatur’
effectum oporteat solicitari. Ad presens igitur in forma subscripta duximus
memorandum. Videlicet quod Anno demini Millesimo CCCC Quinto die
Mensis Augusti, Parochia in ac villia valenciores de Walden ex unanimi
consensu et subsidio coram tocius comitatis ejusdem salubriter de remedio
et salute animarum suarum providentes quasdam domos in honorem dei
ac ejus matris gloriose in refugium et sustentacionem xiij pauperum
duraturas pie edificare duxerunt que quidem domus in venella vocata

Danelys Lane consistunt

Statuerunt itaque prefati parochiani ut isti predicti xiij pauperes per
custodes et gubernatores prefati operis caritatis habito in hac parte consilio
duorum vel trium de samoribus® ville non favore nec dono aut quocumque
amore carnali sed sine omni scripulo simoniace pravitatis mira caritate non
ficta provide eligantur ita ut sint indigenciores persone videlicet si qui
fuerint decrepiti ceci claudi vel a lij pauperiores ville de Walden aut alibi ut
predictis custodibus et gubernatoribus salubrius videatur expediri, It’ ad
istos xiij pauperes alendos statuerunt predicti parochiani duos custodes
videlicet virum et mulierem vir autem ut semel in septimana ad domos

valencium de villa pregata [sic]

elemosinam predictis pauperibus humiliter petendo mulier vero ut sit
domi assidua prefatos pauperes servando lavando ac omunia eisdem neces-
saria ministrando ducbus istis pro suo labore sumpturis ut infra patebit.
It’ statutum est ut prescripti pauperes singulis annis inter se habeant
ii1jC. Fagat, j quarta avene, iiij busselles pisarum et qualibet septimana,
vj lagenas servisie prec’ii’ vid. et alia que inferius notantur, It" statutum
est ut isti pauperes annuatim per predictos custodes et gubernatores debite
insitentur atque stricte onerentur quod cotidie cum sani fuerint et
commode poterint horis debitis ad ecclesiam convenire non desistant

ibidem pro salubri statu fratrum et sororum ac omnium

1

So written in the original, but apparently an error for sociatur,

Intended for semioribus; the ablative of sambucinus, meaning elder, would be sambucinis;

the latter word may, of course, have been miscopied from the original draft.

The meaning is not clear; probably prec, for pretii, meaning worth.
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In the name of the Lord Jesus, Amen. Since any good work, deserves
to be commended to perpetual memory and (since) that work, until the
accomplishment of its end is therewith associated, ought to be taken care
of. Now in the present therefore we have resolved that in the hereinunder
written form it be recorded. Namely that in 1400 on the 5th day of the
month of August. The stronger men in this parish and ‘vill * of Walden
with the consent and help of all and in the presence of the whole assembly
of the same, advantageously providing for the remedy of their own souls
decided piously to build certain houses of a durable kind to the honour
of God and of his glorious mother for the refuge and upkeep of 13
poor persons, which houses indeed are situate in the lane called Danely's

Lane.

Accordingly the aforesaid parishioners have resolved that those said 13
poor persons shall by the means of the custodians and governors of the
aforesaid work of charity, after taking counsel in this matter with 2 or 3
of the senior men of the vill, be, with impartiality and without any bribe
or carnal affection but without all scruple of Simoniac depravity, pru-
dently chosen with wondrous and unfeigned charity so that they be the
more indigent persons namely if they be such as are decrepit, blind, lame,
whether they be of the 52 poorer persons of the ‘vill’ of Walden or
elsewhere, as may seem most expedient to the aforesaid custodians and
governors. Item. TFor the nourishing of those 13 poor persons the
aforesaid parishioners have established two custodians, namely a man and
a woman, but that the man (shall occupy himself) by humbly secking

once a week at the

houses of the healthy of the said ‘vill’, alms for the aforesaid poor
persons, but that the woman be busy at the house in taking care of, [and]
washing, the pcor persons, and administering all things necessary to the
same, those two to receive for their labour as will appear below, Item.
It has been resolved that the above-written poor persons each year shall
have amongst themselves 400 faggots, 1 quarter of oats, 4 bushels of
peas, and in every weck 6 flagons of beer worth 6d. and other things
which are noted lower down. Item. Tt has been resolved that those poor
persons annually by means of the aforesaid custodians and governors
be duly urged and highly enjoined that daily, when they are well or
can conveniently manage it, they shall not desist from coming together
at the due hours to church, there piously to pray for the healthy con-
dition of the brothers and sisters and of all
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Fol. 2v. dicti operis benefactorum et inter ceteros pro animabus Johannis Boteler
et Alienore uxoris ejus et animabus istius operis benefactorum ac omnium
fidelium defunctorum pie oraturi ac eciam ut sint bone et honeste con-
versacionis non rubaldi nec ebriosi non luxuriosi nec rixantes non alter
cum altero objurgantes et si qui in hiis viciis quod absit rei inveniantur
nisi a suis excessibus desistant trina monicione premissa funditus expel-
lantur et alii honesti per predictos custodes eorum loco rite instituantur.
It’ statuitur ut omnes et singuli pauperes infra situm de Walden morientes
qui non habent in propriis unde sepeliri valeant ex tunc sumptibus operis
predicti ut decet debeant sepeliri, It statuitur quod

Fol. 3 si quas mulieres pauperculas supregnantes ac quoscumque alios pauperes
infirmantes per predictam villam advenire contigerit tales vero in supra-
dicta domo elemosinarum reficientur donec de sua infirmitate plenius
convalescant., It’ statuitur quod singulis annis custodes prefati operis
omnes decrepitos infra quinque leucas situm villam de Walden in suis
lectis cubantes consuete insitabunt' eisdem minus vel magis distribuentes
secundum incrementum et augmentacionem bonorum dicti operis. Pre-
terea prenominati parochiani anno et die supradictis quandam fraternitatem
[de sancta maria interpolated] inchoare fecerunt per quam quidem fra-
ternitatem statuta et ordinaciones dicti operis elemosine cum aliis bonis
ad hoc datis debeant observari,

Fol. 3v. Ac eciam super hoc unum sacerdotem pre singulis fratribus et sororibus
et ceteris hujus operis benefactoribus inposterum oraturum pie ordinaver-
unt qui quidem sacerdos talen [sic] tempore suo ordinem observabit
videlicet quod consuete cum ei celebrare conveniat tres collectas unam de
sancta maria alteram pro fratribus et sororibus terciam generalem pro
omnibus Christi® fidelibus defunctis dicere frequentabit ac eciam qualibet
die saluti per annum nisi justa causa impediatur missam de sancta maria
per notam dicere ut dici facere consolebit quinque cereis dum illa missa
cantatur coram ymagine ejusdem virginis gloriose reverenter accensis
sumptibus dicti ‘operis elemosine insuper dictus sacerdos infra scriptos
pauperes in domibus

1 A mis-spelling for incitabunt, or perhaps, invitabunt.

*  Written xp'i as abbreviation for Christi, from the Greek form.
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the benefactors of the said work and, amongst others, for the souls of
John Boteler angd Aleanor his wife and for the souls of the benefactors
of that work and of all the faithful who are deceased; and also that they
be of good and honourable intercourse, not ribald nor inebriate nor
immoderate nor quarrelsome nor chiding one another; and if any continue
in these vices, (then), because any such is no help to matters, unless from
their excesses they desist, a triple warning having been issued, they be
totally expelled and other honourable men be by the aforesaid custodians
duly instituted in their place. Item, It is resolved that it is right that
all and every of the poor persons dying within the site of Walden who
have not means of their own for burial should be buried at the then
expense of the aforesaid work. Item. It is resolved that

[such] women in pregnancy and [whatever] other poor invalids as may
chance to come through the aforesaid vill, the same indeed shall in the
aforesaid home be refreshed with alms until they are convalescent from
their infirmity. Item. It has been resolved that every year the custodians
of the aforesaid work shall according to custom entertain the decrepit
within 5 leagues of the site of Walden, lying in their beds, distributing
to the same less or more in accordance with the increase and augmentation
of the goods of the said work, Moreover, the aforesaid parishioners on
the year and day abovenamed have established a brotherhood of St. Mary,
through which brotherhood indeed they must observe the rules and ordin-
ances of the said work of charity with other goods given for this
purpose.

And further they [have arranged for] a priest for the future piously
to pray for all brothers and sisters and the other benefactors of this
work, which priest indeed shall, but at his own time, observe the arrange-
ments, namely, that in the usual manner, when it is convenient for him
to celebrate, he shall assemble together three women, collected the one
from St, Mary, another from the brothers and sisters, and the third
of a general kind, to say mass for all Christ’s faithful dec cased; and
also on every Saturday throughout the year, unless by some cause he
be prevented, to say from extracts' the mass of St. Mary, as it will be
wont to be said, with 5 wax lights while the mass is sung before the
image of the same glorious virgin® reverently at the added cost of the
said work of alms. Moreover, the said priest at suitable times shall
devotedly

1

This is not clear; perhaps the intended meaning is for the priest to say the appropriate

collects for St. Mary during the Mass.

* See detailed f.n. 5 on p. 177.
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suis infirmantes congruis temporibus devote insitabit’ ac coram eisdem
semel in septimana quo die conveniencius sine prejudicio matricis
ecclesie poterit missam celebrabit et in morte cujuslibet fratris ac sororis
exsequias mortuorum cum missa sequenti die pro defunctis ac eciam
eandem missam omni secunda feria per annum pro fratribus et sororibus
defunctis ac ceteris omnibus in christo quiescentibus dicere excercebit.
It statuitur quod ordinacio tocius operis predicti regimine xxiiij villi-
corum de Walden ac fratrum ejusdem operis in forma qua scribitur non
alieno sensu debeat gubernari. Hec et alia salubria que plenius anglica
nostro vdiomate infra prenotantur prenoun nati parochiani bono zelo ac

sancto animo

Fol. 452 in salutem animarum suarmm pie statuerunt nihil quouis titulo doli vel

fraudis contra regis et regni statuta statuentes sed omnia et singula bona
ad predictum opus data et concessa in manibus feoffatorum dimittentes
quousque legitimo modo ac meliori effectu valeant ordinari. Unde
quicunque hanc presentem ordinacionem tam sancta devecione confectam
augmentaverint emendaverint vel aliquo modo in meliorem statum
reducere curaverint fiant longem super terram et de rore celi sit benediccio
corum atque nomina eorum in libro vite cum justis et electis dei seri-
bantur et in dei tremendi judicii inter filios dei finaliter competentur.
Dat apud Waldene die et anno supradictis.

Fig. 2.—SpAL OF SAFrRON WALDEN ALMSHOUSES (see p. 164).

Diam. 1.6 inch.

1

A mis-spelling for invitabit (see also f.n. 1, p. 168).
See fig. 3 on p. 176.
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entertain the underwritten poor persons who are invalids in their houses
and shall in their presence once a week, on whatever day he may find the
more convenient, without prejudice to mother church, celebrate the mass,
and on the death of any brother or sister he shall (carry out) the ob-
sequies of the dead with mass on the following day for those who have
died and also occupy himself in sayving that same mass every Monday
throughout the vear for the deceased brothers and sisters and all others
resting in Christ, Item. It is also resolved that this arrangement of
all the aforesaid work shall be governed by the direction of 24 villagers
of Walden and of the brothers of that work in the form in which it is
written and in no other sense, These and other salutary things which
more fully in our English idiom are pre-noted below, the previcusly
mentioned parishioners with goodly zeal and holy mind to

the salvation of their own souls have piously resolved, resolving nothing
under whatever pretence of fraud or of deceit against the statutes
of the King and realm, but dispensing all and singular the goods given
for the said work and placed in the hands of feoffees in whatsoever
legitimate manner and with the better effect they may be able to be
arranged.  Wherefore whosoever shall increase emend or take in hand
the reduction to a better state this present arrangement, worked out with
much holy devotion, may they long be upon this earth and the dew
of heaven be a blessing upon them and may their names be written in
the book of life with the just and chosen of God, and in the day of
the tremendous judgment they shall come finally together amongst the
sons of God,

Given at Walden the dav and year above forewritten.
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Sequit’ explanacio op’is p'cede’tis li'gua ang’® In the name of oure
lord god ih’u ame’, In as moche as ev'y good dede and werk of charyte
worthylyche owgt and schulde ben had in perpetual mende, therfore at
thys present tyme yt ys wrete and set in memorye that the ger of oure
lord god a MLCCCC. the most worschypful men and pareschenys of
Walden by concent and help of al the com’ete of the forseyd to’'n in the
reverence of god and of oure lady in help and subsydye of here sowlys
and of alle here frendys Ordeynedyn and madyn an hows of charyte in a
stret clepyd Danelys lane in sokowr and sustynaunce of xiij poure men
The wheche xiij

poure men schul ben ordeynyd and chose by hem that be mad wardeynys
and keperys of the forseyd place of almesse takyng co'nsayl in this p'ty
of iij or iiij of the most dyscret and wysest of the to'n so that no man be
receyvyd ne chose for gyvfte favour ne fleschlyche love but in goddys
name and puyr charyte suyche as be lame crokyd blynd and bedrad and
most at nede of the forseyd to'n of Walden or ellys in othir place as yt
ys seyn most nedful and medful to the governowrys of this almesse dede.
Also the forseyd pareschenys ordeynedyn to these xiij poure men afore
namyd ij keperys that ys for to seyne a man and a womman the man to
gou ech’ woke

onys gif yt nede to hem that ben at power wyth ynne the to'n askyng
and takyng here charyte to the poure men as they goodlyche wele geve
hem, And the womman ben at hom make potage wasche and governe the
syke peple in the beste maner sche can for may takyng these ij for her
travayle vj d’. a woke and mete and drynk of the como’n almesse Also
vt ys dysposyd and ordeynyd to the forsayd xiij poure men vj galownys
ale a woke of the prys of vj d. to p'te among hem and specyally to hem
that ben syke and most at nede. And ev'y ger iiijC fagat to here
ferynge a quarter of ote and iiij buschelys of pesyn to potage. And whan
that they ben dede to be brougt on erthe wyth

1 See
? The

see no. cxiv in the * Extra Series * publishe

fig. 3 on p. 176.
Ordinances of the Gild of St. M

Lichficld (1387), were put into English in 1538;
by the Early English Text Society (1920).
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In the name of our Lord God Jesus, Amen. Inasmuch as every good
deed and work of charity worthily ought and should be had [kept] in
perpetual mind, therefore at this present time it is written and set in
memory that [in] the year of our Lord God 1400, the most worshipful
men and parishioners of Walden (by the consent and help of all the
commonalty of the aforesaid town), in [out of] reverence of God and of
our Lady [and] in help and subsidy of their souls’ and [those] of all their
friends, ordained” and made a house of charity in a street called Daniels
Lane in [for the] succour and sustenance of 13 poor men. The which 13

poor men should be ordained® and chosen by them that be made wardens
and keepers of the aforesaid place of alms, taking counsel in this party
[matter] of [with] 3 or 4 of the most discreet and wisest of the town so
that no man be received or chosen for gift, favour, or fleshly love, but in
God’s name and pure charity such as be lame, crooked [crippled], blind,
and bedridden, and most at [in] need of [and belonging to] the aforesaid
town of Walden or else in another place as it is seen most needful and
meedful' to the governors of this alms deed. Also the aforesaid parishion-
ers ordained® to these 13 poor men 2 keepers, that is to say, a man and

2 woman; the man to go each week

once if it need to them that be at [in] power within the town asking and
taking their charity to the poor men as they goodly [in their goodness)
will give him. And the woman being at home [is to] make pottage,’
wash and govern® the sick people in the best manner she can or may,
taking these two [emoluments] for her trouble, [viz.] 6d. a week and meat
and drink of the common alms. And it is disposed and ordained® to the
aforesaid 13 poor men, 6 gallons of ale a week of the price of 6d. o
part [divide] among themselves and especially to them that be sick and
most needy. And every year 400 faggots to [for] their firing, a quarter[n]
of oats, and 4 bushels of peas to [for] pottage. And when they be dead
[they are] to be brought to earth [buried] with

1

help and subsidy are identical in meaning; the more common expression would be * for the

good of their souls

ordain in the sense of arranging, regulating, preparing, or equipping.
ordain in the sense of appointed or assigned.

meedful—deserving of reward.

Pottage, a dish composed of vegetables alone or with meat; a thick soup.
govern in the sense of dirccting the actions.
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wex and cloth they and alle othere wyth ynne the forsayd to'n of Walden
that have nougt in here owne godys to be brougt wyth on erthe as yt
fallyth to the stat of poure men, Mor ouyr yt ys dysposyd & ordeynyd
that these poure men ech quart’ onys schul be vysytyd by the keperys of
the place that they have here kepyng and here dutee and that they hev
of good rewle and clene levyng Non rebawdys no’ chyderys drunkelew ne
latemakerys And gif ony suych be founde as god forbede warne hem
onys for twyes and but he sese of his defawtys voyde hym out and
resseyve anothir in his stede. And thus the ordynaunse of these xiij

poure men ys for to have herberwe kepyng feryng drynk

and potage vysytacyoun and beryyng and comoun almesse of this to'n
takyng these expensys of rentys and godys gouyn of serteyne p’sonys as
vt ys notefyed & wrete wyth ynne, And also that these forseyd pore men
be streyvtlyche chargyd i' here vysytacyoun whan they ben hole and good-
lyche mo’u to come to cherche in dw tyme there to preyen and be sechen
for the Iyf and the helpful stat of bretheryn and susteryn and all othere
gode doerys to this forseyd place for the soulys of alle here frendys and
specyallyche among othere for the soules of Joh' Boteler and Alienore
his wyf and al crystene. Also yt ys dysposyd and ordeyned that gif yt
falle ony stronge poure womman w' childe

or ony othir pore stronge syk man or wo'man casuellyche come by the
forseyd to’'n of Waldene thanne they schul be receyvyed in to the forseyd
hows of almesse and ther be kept and relevyd tyl they ben recuryd and
hol of here syknesse. Also vt ys dysposyd and ordeynyd that the govern-
ours custummablelyche schuln ger by ger onys vysytyn the bedrade peple
lyggynge in vyroun wyth ynne v mylyn a boute the to'n of Walden
gevynge hem almasse lasse or more aft’ the augmentacyoun and cresement
of godys govyn to this forseyd dede of charyte, Furthirmore yt vs
wretyn and set in mende that in the forseyd tyme and gere of oure lord
the forseyd p'eschenys and comon’te of Waldene a reysedyn a fraternyte
of
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wax and cloth,’ they and all others within the aforesaid town of Walden
that have no goods of their own [are] to be brought with on [in] earth
[be buried] as it falleth to the state of poor men. Moreover it is disposed
and ordained that these poor men should be visited once each quarter
by the keepers of the place that they have [in] their keeping and [it is]
their duty and [to ensure] that they [the poor men] have of good rule
and clean living [are obeying the rules and leading clean lives] [and that
there] are no rebawders,” chiderers,” drunkards, or latemakers.” And if
any be found (as God forbid), warn him once or twice, and if he does
not cease his default void [banish] him and receive another in his stead.
And thus the ordinance of [for] these 13 poor men is for [them] to have
harbour [shelter], keep [board], firing, drink

pottage, visitation, burial, and common alms of this town taking
[provided for] these expenses of [by] rents and goods given of certain
persons as it is notified and written within, And also that these poor
men be straightly charged in their visitation [when they are visited] [that]
when they be whole and goodly [they] [be] moved to come to church in
due time [and] there to pray and beseech for the lives and healthy state
of brothers and sisters and all other good doers [benefactors] to this afore-
said place [of charity] [and] for the souls of all their friends and especially
(among others) for the souls of John Boteler and Eleanor his wife and
all Christian [souls]. Also, it is disposed and ordained that if it fall
[happen that] any strong® poor woman with child

or any other poor strong® sick man or woman casually come by [to] the
aforesaid town of Walden then they shall be received into the aforesaid
almshouse and be kept there and relieved until they be cured and whole
of their sickness. Also, it is disposed and ordained that the governors

‘

customarily should, once each year, visit the bed-ridden people *in
vyroun " within 5 miles about [of] the town of Walden and give them
alms less or more after [according] to the augmentation and increase of
goods given to this aforesaid deed of charity. Furthermore, it is written
and set in mind that in the aforesaid time and year of our Lord, the
aforesaid parishioners and commonalty of Walden a reysedyn’ a

Fraternity of

The coffin to be covered with a pall and candles to be burnt round it.
? Rebawde, a ribald or scamp.

Chiderer, one who is quarrelsome.

Latemaker, one who is evilly disposed.

In the sense of naturally robust. There was no provision for a stranger who was likely

to become a permanent invalid.

A good example of phonctical spelling; the word is ‘ environ ', i.e., the bed-ridden people

of the neighbouarhood within five miles of Saffron Walden.

i A-reysen, a Middle English word
establishment of a Fraternity of our Lady.

meaning to raise or arouse, here in the sense of the
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oure lady in Waldene in sustynounce of this forsayd dede of charyte
Ordeynyng a prest to synge and rede for bretheryn and susteryn And alle
othere procatourys and helperys to this almasse dede the wheche prest
schal hav in custom and charge ech satyrday to seyn for do seyn a masse
be note in reverence of oure lady havynge reverentlyche v candelys
brennyng at the forseyd masse at the ordynounce and cost of the
fraternyte. Also he schal hav in custom and charge ech moneday by
gere whan he ys dysposyd to synge to seyn a masse of Requiem for alle
the soules of bretheryn and susteryn that ben past and ded and for alle
crystene he schal also in congru tyme vysytyn the syke peple in the
forsayd hows of almesse and onys

Fig. 3.—FoLs. 4. aAND 5 OF THE ALMSHOUSE ORDINANCES.
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our Lady in Walden in sustenance of this said deed of charity' [and]
ordained [provided] a priest to sing and read [mass and prayers] for the
brothers and sisters and all other procurators® and helpers to this alms
deed. 'The priest shall, have in custom and charge [shall normally], each
Saturday,’ say, or do say [arrange to be said] a mass by note' in reverence
of our Lady, having reverently 5 candles burning at the time of the mass
at the ordinance and cost of the Fraternity.” Also, he shall have in custom
and charge [shall normally], each Monday in the year when he is disposed
[be required] to sing or say a Requiem mass for all the souls of brothers
and sisters that are past and dead and for all Christian [souls]. He shall
also, in congruous time, visit the sick people in the said almshouse and
once

velvet,

See Trans. E.A.S., vol. xv, N.5., p. 98, for references to this Gild of our Lady of Pity.
Obsolete use of a term for an agent (i.e., proctor) for the collection of dues.

Saturday was (and is) specially the day dedicated in each week to the honour of our Lady.
i.e., a sung mass: see also f.n. 9 on p. 179,

Among the goods belonging to the Almshouse Chapel were: Our Lady's coat of crimson
A little coat for her Son of cloth of gold, and a brooch of our Lady, silver and gilt,

Thus it is evident that the strange custom was followed of clothing images on festivals. The
candelabrum with its five tapers, symbolising the Five Jovs of our Lady, would be set before her

image.

Similar lights, indicative of her Five Joys, were burned before the image of our Lady

in the chancel of the parish church.—G.M.B.
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in the woke seyn amasse byforn hem in what day yt ys seyn most con-
venient w* outyn prejudyse of the modyr cherche Also the forsayd prest
schal have in custom and charge whan ony brothir for sustyr deyeth to
seyn placebo Dirige and come'dacyoun wyth a masse of Requiem on the
morwen and go to the almes hous certefye and stere the poure peple to
bydde and preye for the soule of hym that ys past this prest takyng for
this charge and travayle ix Marc’ by gere and his duellyng place that
vs ordeynyd and mad for hy’ in the cherche gerd wyth certeyn ostyrme’-
tys and bokys specyfyed by endent'ys mad by twen the keperys of the
bretheryn and the forsayd prest. Also vt ys dysposyd that

the forsayd prest schal be ordeyned and chose by the keperys of the
gylde havynge cu'sayl in this party of ij or iij of the most dyscret men
of the to’'n In enserchynge and knowynge that he be able to rede and
synge and of good name and clene levynge and that he duelle not alone
but havynge wyth hym a prest or ij of honest name the wheche ij
prestys gif thei thus wele duelle wyth hym and onys a woke on the
satyrday contume and help to sevne a masse by note in reverence of oure
lady thanne thei schul have here duellyng fre and ech of the ij ech
quarter vj d’. to here reward of the forsayd fraternyte Also yt ys dysposyd
and ordeyned that the deakene the clerk of the
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Fol. 8. in the week say a mass before them in [on] what day it is [may be] said
most conveniently without prejudice of [to] the mother church.® Also the
said priest shall have in custom and charge [normally; always] when any
brother or sister dies to say placebo,” Dirige,” and commendation' with a
Requiem mass on the morrow, and [he shall also] go to the almshouse
[and] certify [tell]” and stir [up] the poor people to bid® and pray for
the soul of him that is past. 'This priest taking for his charge [due] and
[his] work 9 marks annually and [the use of] his dwelling place that is
ordained and made for him in the churchyard with certain ‘ ostyrme’tys >’
and books specified by indentures made between the keepers of the
brethren and the said priest, Also it is disposed that

Fol. 9 the said priest shall be ordained and chosen by the keepers of the guild
having counsel in this party [part, or matter] or 2 or 3 of the most
discreet men of the town in searching and knowing that [whether] he be
able to read and sing and of good name and clean living and that he
dwell not alone but having with him a priest or two of honest name,
the which two priests if they thus will dwell with him and once a week—
on Saturday

contune® and help to say a mass by note” in reverence of
our Lady, then they shall have their dwelling free and each of the two
[them] sixpence each quarter to [as] their reward of [from] the said
fraternity. Also it is disposed and ordained that the deacon, the clerk
of the

1 The parish church of Safiron Walden.

* Placebo; Vespers for the Dead, the first antiphon of which is Placebo Domino (Psalm
cxvi, 9).

3 So called from the first word of the antiphon, Dirige, Domine Deus meus, in conspectu
tuo viam meam (Psalm v, 8) used at- Matins in the Office of the Dead,

' An office commending the souls of the dead to God.

5 Certify in the sense of giving information, in this case, of the death of a brother or sister.

# To act as a beadsman or one who prays for the soul of another. Pensioners bound to pray
for the souls of their benefactors were called beadsmen; the term was later also applied to an
inmate of an almshouse. The verb is derived from the Anglo-Saxon biddan; in Flemish, the
responses in the litanies take the form, bid voor ons.

7 Intended for ostylment, the furniture of a house.
% Contune, a variant of continue,

Y Strictly, to recite. Cf. per notam dicere on fol. 3v, but no doubt intended as a sung mass
(see N.E.D.). A similar reference occurs in the Will of Richard Felaw, who died 2 Jan., 1482/3,
and whose house, with that adjoining, became Ipswich Grammar School of which the master
‘ shall kepe with the seid Children the messe of our lady be note at the North Awter within the
seid friers [Black Friars] at sex of the clokke ’. Quoted by I. E. Gray and W. E. Potter in
Ipswich School, 1400-1950 (1950), pp. 7-8.
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cherche and the clerk of the burgage schul come customablelyche by here
offys to the forsevd masse of oure lady and in the more stervng of good
wyl ech of hem takvn'g by the quarter iiij d’. to here reward Also be vt
opyn and knowe that in the tvme of this present ordynaunce xxiiij of the
most worschypful pareschenys of Waldene whos namys be wrete wyth
ynne be on assent and be assent of alle the bretheryn comyn to gyvdere and
mady a statuyt and an ordvnaunce that the governayle of this dede of
charyte be alle tymys comynge schulde stonde in xxiiij so that tho
xxiiij gere be gere schul wete knowen and sen that the godys govyn of
bretheryn and susteryn and the almas

govyn of alle othre be set and spendyd in reverence of god in maner and
forme as yt ys wrete and sevd be forn no chongyng of godys alienacyoun
no purchas be mad wyth oute assent of alle these xxiiij And whanne that
ony of these forseyd xxiiij deyen or be onv othir cause vovdyth out of
the to’n thanne tho that ben last levynge of the xxiiij schul come to gydere
and chese othere in here stedys that be past kepynge alway and reserve
the nombre of xxiiij the wheche xxiiij schul have in custom and charge
ev'y gere in the feste of the Assumpcyoun of oure lady comyn for sendyn
to the cherche of Waldene and there ordeyne for a masse be note and a
sarmo’n to the peple and othere worschepe and solempne-
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Fol. 92. church, and the clerk of the burgage' shall come customarily by their
offices [in their official capacities] to the aforesaid mass of our Lady and
in the more stirring of good will [to set an example], each of them taking
4d. per quarter to [as] their reward. Also be it open and known that in the
time of this present ordinance 24 of the most worshipful parishioners of
Walden whese names be written within, by one assent and by assent of
all the brethren, came together and made a statute and an ordinance that
the government of this charity deed be [at] times coming [always] should
stand in [be vested in] 24 so that the 24 year by vear shall wit [understand].
know, and see that the goods given of [by] brethren and sisters and
the alms

FFol. 10 given of [by] all others be set and spent in [out of] reverence to God in
manner and form as it is written and said before, [there is to be] no
changing of goods, alienation[s], no purchase [is to] be made without [the]
assent of all these 24. And when [it happens] that any of these said 24
die or be [by] any other cause voideth out [vacate] of the town, then
tho[se] that be last living of the 24 shall come together and choose
others in their steads [in the place of those] that be past, keeping always
and reserving the number of 24, the which 24 shall have in custom and
charge [normally arrange] every year in the Feast of the Assumption of
our Lady [to] come or send [a substitute] to the church of Walden and
there ordain for [appoint] a mass by note® and a sermon to [for] the people

and other worship and solemnity

! Burgage is an ancient tenure whereby lands and tenements were held of the King (or
other lord) at a certain vearly rent. A dwelling- ]muw. in a borough was formerly called a hurg.u,c
Jacob, A4 New Law Dictionary (1736). While it is doubtful if Walden was a borough in the
accepted sense of the word at this time, the charter of Humfrey de Bohun, ¢. 1300, whereby when
any burgess died, his heir or heirs might have and hold his burgage fr;c]\ and qumll\ without
making any relief and heriot for it, indicates that the town enjoyed certain peculiar rights and
liberties. Ior further information on the Bohun charter and its seal, sce Trans, E.A.S., vol. xxi.
p. 371. 1 am indebted to the Rev. (. Montagu Benton, M .S.A., for drawing my attention
to this reference, See also A. Ballard (ed.), British Borough (.-'mr(e‘ls 1042-1216 (1913), pp. xI-1
(and references there quoted) for details of the history of the t’mmntmn of boroughs and tenurial
privileges of the inhabitants,

 See f.n. 9 on p. 179.
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te in the honour and reverence of oure lady and aftyrward come to gydere
to mete fedynge the pore men in the almas hows and othere as they sen
nedful and medful that duelle in the to’n the wheche poure men that day
in reverence of god and of oure lady ferst schul be y’servyd wyth the most
waorschypful p’sonys th't ben present that day in the place And aftyr mete
thei schul do reherce and redyn this ordynaunce opynlyche a forn the
bretheryn and susteryn non othir countys ne rekenyngys make that tyme:
but al that day to spendyn in solempnete rev’ence and worschepe of oure
lady And anothir day these forseyd xxiiij for the most p’ty of hem schul

come to gydere make rekenyng and ordeynyn and chesyn ij for 1ij of the
fore nombryd And namyd xxiiij to gaderyn customys & rentys to rewlyn
and kepyn in the ger suynge this ordynaunce and statutys in forme as yt
ys wretyn and specyfyed nougt usynge here owne wyllys ne wyttys ne new
purpos but yt be to augmentacioun & cresyng of more goodnesse to this
dede of almasse these ordynauncys and helful statutys the forseyd pare-
scheny’s of Waldene hav mad wyth outyn ony tytle of fraude or gyle
and preiudys of ony p’sone nougt wyllynge ne werkynge agens the lawes
and the statutys of the kyng and the reme but levynge alle

rentys and godys grountyd to this dede of charyte in fre arbytracyoun
in the hondys of certeyn feffeys abydynge tyl in laweful maner be lycence
and leve of the kyng and the rem this forseyd werk of almesse be
ordeyned and set in hys affekt. Wherfore all tho that this present ordyn-
aunce mad wyth good purpos and holy devocyoun kepyth helpyth en-
crecyth for in ony maner amendyth leve thei longe in erthe wyth helthe
and prosp’yte of body and soule and at the dredful day at dome be thei
receyved and set on the rygt hond of god in the nombre of hem that be
savyd and chosyn to the endeles blysse of hevene. govyn at Walden’ the
ger & the day beforseyd.

1 Sce Plate I,
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in the honour and reverence of our Lady, and afterwards come together
to meat, feeding the poor men in the almshouse and others (as they see
needful and meedful)® that dwell in the town, the which poor men that
day (in [out of] reverence of [to] God and of our Lady) first shall be
served with [by] the most worshipful persons that be present that day in
the place. And after meat they shall do, rehearse and read this ordinance
openly before the brethren and sisters [and] no other accountings or
reckonings [shall they] make [at] that time; but all that day to [be] spent
in solemnity, reverence and worship of our Lady. And another day these
foresaid 24 or the most part of them shall

come together, reckon and ordain [appoint] and cheose 2 or 3 of the
fore numbered and named 24 to gather customs [customary payments)
and rents, to rule and keep in the vear ensuing this ordinance and statutes
in form as it is written and specified not using their own wills or wits or
new purpose [or any new idea] but [except] it be to [the] augmentation
and increasing of more good[ness] to this deed of alms. These ordin-
ances and healthful statutes the said parishioners of Walden have made
without any tittle® of fraud or guile and [without] prejudice of [to] any
person, not willing or working against the laws and statutes of the
King and the realm but leaving all

rents and goods granted to this charity deed in free arbitration in the
hands of certain feoffees® [and] abiding [there] until, in lawful
manner by license and leave of the King and the realm, this said work of
alms be ordained and set in [this] effect. Wherefore all those that this
present ordinance (made with good purpose and holy devotion) keepeth,
helpeth, increaseth or in any manner amendeth [may] they live long in
[on] earth with health and prosperity of body and soul and at the
dreadful day at [of] doom be they received and sat on the right hand
of God in the number of them [among those] that be saved and chosen
to the endless bliss of heaven, Given at Walden the year and day before-
said.

1 See f.n, 4 on p. 173.

2 The smallest or a very small part of somcthing: cf., St. Matt. v. 18.

3 Trusteces.
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Also We Wul and ordeyn th[a]t the meende day for alle the soules of the
goode doers of this place be fore seyd be kept on seynt Mathyes day in
feverer thla]t is for to sey on the even be fore sevd W' Placebo & Dirige
for alle the brethern and sustern sowles W' all other gode doers of the
forseyd place and on the morowe a messe of Requiem for alle the gode
doers a fore seyd in the chirche of oure lady in Walden W' the solemnte
of all the brethern and sustern.

Also we wul and ordeyn th[a]t the maysteres of the almes hows gefe heore
acou'tes on the feste of oure churche holiday to for the bretheryn at ¢he

almes howse ever more to endure perpetuel.

Blank

Also yt ys Wretyn and set in mende and memorye how that in the ferste
foundacyoun & begynnyng of this dede of charyte a Worschipful man
namy’d Maystyr Roger Waldene in that tyme erchebyschop of Cauntyr-
bery gaf and grauntede a parsel of a gardyn Whiche contenyth 1’ lengthe
vj p'chys and in brede iiij p’chis to edefyen up on howsyng to the poure
peple and to the encresynge and forthynge of this forseyd dede of almesse

Blank

Blank

Blank

Also yt ys wrete and set in mende that the forsayd tyme and yere of oure
lord John Hounte of Waldene gaf and grauntede hym levynge vj howsys
edyfyed in a stret clepyd Gowlstret and aftyr the dyssers of his levynge
iij howsys and next to these forseyd vj w' a croft lyggynge ther to as yt
vs wrety' and specyfyed in chartre and effedence mad ther of in help
and sustynounce of the forseyd almes dede to be dyspendyd i’ this forme
that every wyere the forseyd poure men have iij C fagat to ferynge a
quarter ote and iiij buschelys of pesyn to potage and the resydue to be
spendyd in prest and poure men in maner as vt ys sevd be forn Also he

wele and
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Also, we will and ordain that the mind [remembrance] day for all the
souls of the good doers [benefactors] of this place beforesaid be kept on
St. Mathias’ day in February,” that is to say, on the evening beforesaid
with Placebo and Dirige for the souls of all the brethren and sisters with
all other benefactors, and on the morrow a requiem mass for all bene-
factors in the church of our Lady of Walden with the solemnity of all
the brethren and sisters.

Also, we will and ordain that the masters of the almshouse give their
accounts on the festival of our church’s holy-day to for [enable] the
brethren at the almshouse (evermore) to endure perpetually [so that the
work of charity may always endure].

Blank,

Also, it is written and set in mind and memory [remembered] how that
in the first foundation and beginning of this deed of charity a worshipful
man named Master Roger Walden, in that time Archbishop of Canter-
bury,” gave and granted a parcel of a garden which contains in length
6 perches and in breadth 4 perches for the edifying [building] of a house
to [for] the poor peop'e and to the increase and furtherance of this fore-
said deed of alms,

Blank
Blank

Blank

Also it is written and set in mind that [in] the aforesaid time and year of
our Lord, John Hunt of Walden gave and granted, him living [while he
was alive], 6 houses built in a street called Gowl Street, and, after his
death, 3 houses next to these said 6 with a croft lying thereto as it is
written and specified in charters and evidence made thereof in help and
sustenance of the foresaid alms deed [the income] to be spent in this
form—that every year the foresaid poor men have 300 faggots for firing,
a quarter of oats and 4 bushels of peas to [for] pottage, and the residue

to be spent in [on the] priest and poor men in manner as it is said before.
Also he willed and

1 24 February.

2

Consecrated 1398, and deprived of the See of Canterbury on the restoration of Thomas

Arundel in 1399, Walden was appointed to the see of London in 1404 and he died in 1406,
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ordeynyth that ev'y yere the mende day of hym and of his wyf to gydere
be kept in this manere that the prest of the gvlde sey placebo and dirige
comendacyoun wyth a masse of Requiem on the morwe and the keperys
of the brethirhad by the warnyng of the forseyd prest schul do rynge
at cherche the bedman gon in towne as custom and maner ys.

Also Jone the wyf su'tyme of Wyllyam Toppysfelde in wydueot and by
here lyve gaf and grauntede to this forseyd almes dede a place in lvtylbery
clepyd kyngys wyth othir parselys to the terme of xxxviij ver to be
spendyd in ¢his forme

that every yer the forseyd pore men havyn an C fagat and every Woke
j d'. and the resydue be spendyd in fulfellyng of the ordynaunce be forn
seyd,

Also sche wele and ordeynyth that the mende day of Wyllvam Toppys-
felde & here to gydere be kept and holde wyth placebo and dirige comen-
dacioun and masse wyth the forsevd prest and belle in cherche and towne
as yt vs byfore seyd,

Also Thomas Warwyk gaf and g'untede hym levy’ge ij schoppys in the
bochery rowe

Also Wyllyam Skynnere of Brook Waldene gaf and grauntede hym
levy'g an hows edyfyed in the same Brook Waldene in sustynaunce of
this dede of charyte,

Also Anne Suttone gaf and g'untede aftyr the deses of here and here
dowtyr an hows edyfyed in the cherche stret

Also Joh’ heygnys gaf and grauntede aftyr the deces of hym and of his
wyf an hows edyfyed at the bregge foot

toward the wyndmelle. Also Wyllya' heygnys gaf and grauntede aftyr
the deces of hym and of his Wyf an hows edyiyed in the corner to ward
the hoggys grene.

Also Thomas Persoun gaf an? grauntede aftyr the deces of hym an akyr
lond lyggyvnge a bove the lvmkelle.
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Fol. 15¢. ordaineth that every year the mind day’ of him and of his wife together

Fol. 16

Fol. 16%.

Fol. 17

be kept in this manner:—

that the priest of the gild say Placebo and Dirige [and] Commendacion
with a mass of requiem on the morrow and the keepers of the brother-
hood by the warning [having been warned] of the said priest shall (do)
ring at church® [and] the bedesman® go in the town as custom and manner
is [as is customary].

Also Joan the wife sometime of William Toppesfield in [her] widowhood
and during her life gave and granted to this alms deed a place in Little-
bury called Kings with other parcels [of land] to [for] the term of 38
vears [the income whereof] to be spent in this form

that every year the foresaid poor men have 100 faggots and 1d. every
week, and the residue [to] be spent in fulfilling the ordinance beforesaid.
Also she willed and ordained that the mind day of William Toppesfield
and her together be kept and held with Placebo and Dirige [and] Com-
mendation and mass with the foresaid priest and bell in [the] church and
town as it is before said,

Also Thomas Warwick gave and granted in his lifetime 2 shops in the
Butchery Row

Also William Skinner of Brook Walden gave and granted in his lifetime
a house built in the same Brook Walden in sustenance of this deed of
charity.

Also Anne Sutton gave and granted after her death' and her daughter’s
[death] a house built in the Church Street.

Also John Higgins gave and granted after his own and his wife’s deaths,
a house built at the bridge foot

toward the windmill. Also William Higgins gave and granted after his
own and his wife’s deaths, a house built in the corner towards [the]
Hog’s Green. Also Thomas Persoun gave and granted after his death an
acre of land lying above the limekiln.

1
2
a

4

The anniversary of his death.
Toll the bell.

Usually beadsman, a pensioner bound to pray for the souls of his benefactors. The N.E.D.
gives 1528 as the earliest use of this definition; see also f.n. 6 on p. 179,

i.e., by Will.

C
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Fal. 172, Also yt ys wreten and set in memorye & in mynde that in the begynnyns

Fol. 18

of this dede of charyte how tho aturnyes and the executowrys of Joh’
Boteler and Elienore his Wyf i’ encresyng & forthyng of this almes dede
for the soulys of the forseyd Joh’ and Elyne and here frendys gavyn &
* maner & forme as yt ys wrete wyth ynne. Ferst
makyng an hows in the chercheyerd to the pryst that is ordeyned p’petual
to rede synge and preye for alle the gode doerys of the forseyd hows of
charite levynge in the forseyd hows of charyte serteyn bokys & ostyrmentys
that is for to seye in an oratorye

spendedyn xI 1i" i

wyth ynne the chambre vij bokes boundyn be chenys of the wheche vij
bokes on ys clepyd Pupilla oculi of the prys of xI s. The secounde a
peyre decrees prys of xx s'. the iij is a peyre decretalys of prys of xx .
the iiij a texte of the sexte & Clementynys with dyverse constitucyouns
of the prys of j Marc’. the v a book of dyvynyte clepyd Jon Crysosteme
of prys of ij Marc’. the vj book ys a postylle of the apocalypse with
serteyne cronyclys of prys of j Marc’. the vij book is a book of sarmouns
of pris of j Marc. These bokes to be comowne to alle the honeste pristys
of the cherche of Walden’ that be willyng

Fig. 4.—
THE ALMSHOUSE

CHAPEL BEFORE
DEMOLITION IN

1834



THE STATUTES OF SAFFRON WALDEN ALMSHOUSES. 189

Fol. 172, Also it is written and set in memory and in mind that in the beginning
of this deed of charity how the attornies and the executors of John Butler
and Eleanor his wife in increasing and furthering of this alms deed for
the souls of the aforesaid John and Eleanor and their friends gave and
spent £40 in manner and form as it is written within. First, making a
house in the churchyard to [for] the priest that is ordained perpetually to
read, sing and pray for all the good doers of the aforesaid house of charity
leaving in it certain books and furniture that is to say in an oratory’

Fol. 18 within the chamber 7 books bound with chains of which one is called
Pupilla Oculi® [and] of the price of [valued at] 40s. The second a pair
of decretals valued at 20s.; the third is a pair of decretals® valued at 20s.,,
the fourth a text of the Sext and Clementynys' with divers constitutions
valued at one mark; the fifth a book of divinity called John Crysostom®
valued at two marks; the sixth book is a postylle® of the apocalypse with
certain chronicles valued at one mark; the seventh is a book of sermons
valued at | mark. These books to be common to all the honest priests
of the church of Walden that be willing

1 A place of prayer, or small chapel.

2 4 if he [the curate] were in earnest about his duties to his flock, he would probably have
upon the shelf * at his bul(lu heed * . . . (or clse in the sacristy, if his church contained onc),

f not one of the collections of
ttichales, The O.d Service-books

some such book or books as n“(.‘['l”d muh ', ' Pars oculi
Penitential Canons of an earlier date . . . "' Wordsworth and
of the English Church (1904), pp. 33-+.

3 The canon laws.

1 Sext and Nones were said by the priest after celebrating Mass; the text of * Clementynys
may refer to * DMi Clementis pape, pro mortalitate cuitanda © mentioned by W 0r:fwu3rth and
Littlechales (p. 189) a form of service m arn occns al nature, Or it may be Epistola G lementis
lacobo referred to by Dr. M. R. James in .'mm 7.4.8., vol. x among the books
formerly at Waltham Abbey; Dr. James queries whether this work was prefixed to the Decretals
or was a copy of the Recognitions of Clement.

o John Chrysostom, Archbishop of Constantinople in the fouth century: his voluminous
‘-\Dl‘I\S Lunﬂst mainly of homilics, commentaries, epistles and liturgies. A fine mosaic representing
St. John (,hr\‘susmm was uncovered in a niche below the lower tier windows in the 1(19rth
tvmpanum at St. Sophia, Instanbul; sce account, with photograph, in The Times, 2 July, 1951.

» Ph: 425

% Wordsworth and Littlehales. D- 197, note a Latin edition of the }'P'Fll&‘ and (;(351’{15
printed separately under the mh Postilla: sive expositio epystolarum & cevangeliorum ’, in
1509, instead of being printed in English at the end of the Prymer.
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to stodye laboure & travayle to for the mannes soule and also gif ony
curat of the cuntre desyre to hav a book to p’che and teche his pares-
cheyn’s it ys ordeyned that he schal have it charitelyche makynge good
suyrte to the keperys of the place to brynge yt a gen at the ende of iij
monethys aftyr tyme of his borewynge.

Also levynge i’ the halle a bacyn and a lavour banker and deser iiij

trestelys and ij metetablys.

Also levynge in the boterye ij bareylys for ale conteynynge xxiiij galouns
ij bordclothys iiij savenapys and a towayle and vj sponys of selvyr of the
weyghte of x s". and a maser prys of xl s'. the wheche maser Margaret
Bregcheman gaf to serve in the forseyd hous p’petual for the soules of
here & of Steph’ Bregcheman and alle here frendys.

Also levynge in the kechene ij pottys of bras & ij pannys a spete of
erne trevyd and aunderne ij morterys an ex and a dressyng knyf vj platers

vj sawserys xij dyschys ij chargewrys alle of pewter,

Also the forseyd executours and aturnyes hulpyn edefyen and make’
howsyng for poure men in a stret clepyd Danelys lane and hulpe begchyn
and purchacyn a place in Wykyn 1’ sustynounce of the fore seyd hows-
yng of poure men desyrynge and preyvenge to alle the peple of Walden’
present & tho that be to come that the soulys of the fore seyd Joh'
Boteler & Elyenore his

wif ben in p’petual mende in this forseyd dede of charyte and onys a yer
that is for to seyne in the monthe of August in the Feste of seynt Dovet
martyr and Confessour the prest seyenge Placebo and Dirige with Comend-
acioun with a masse on the morwe of Requiem the clerk ryngynge in the
cherche the bede men goynge in the towne as custom and maner ys.

Also the exec’ of sire Joh' skeppe p'ste gaf x 1i’ to this hows of charite

w' charge to alle the comeris aftir that the ordyna’nce before seyd be

kept & sevd th[a]t is to wite Placebo and Dirige
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Fol. 18v. to study, labour, and work [on] for the (good of) men’s souls and also if

Fol. 19

Fol. 190,

Fol. 20

any curate of the country desire to have a book to preach (from) and teach
his parishioners, it is ordained that he shall have it charitably, (but)
making good surety to the keepers of the place to bring it again [return it]
at the end of three months after the time of his borrowing.

Also leaving in the hall a basin and a cistern, a covering for a bench and
its back, 4 trestles and 2 meat tables [tables for food].

Also leaving in the buttery 2 barrels for ale containing 24 gallons, 2
boardcloths, 4 (?) tauble-napkins, and a towel and 6 silver spoons weigh-
ing 10s. and a mazer priced of [valued at] 10s., the which mazer Margaret
Bregcheman gave to serve in the aforesaid house for ever for the soul of
her and of Stephen Bregchman and all their friends.

Also leaving in the kitchen 2 brass pots and 2 pans, an iron spit, trivet
and andiron, 2 mortars, an axe and a dressing knife, 6 platters

6 saucers, 12 dishes, (and) 2 chargers, all of pewter.

Also the aforesaid executors and attorneys helping building and making
houses for poor men in a street called Daniels Lane and helping beseeching
and purchasing a place in Wicken in sustenance of the aforesaid housing
of poor men, desiring and praying to all people of Walden present &
those that be to come [iuture] that the souls of the aforesaid John Butler
and Eleanor his

wife being in perpetual mind in this foresaid deed of charity and once =«
year that is to say in the month of August in the Feast of St. Dovet,*
martyr and Confessor, the priest saying Placebo and Dirige with Com-
mendation with a mass on the morrow of Requiem, the clerk ringing in
the church, the beadsmen going in the town as is the custom and
manner.

Also the executor(s) of Sir John Skeppe,® priest, gave £10 to this house
of charity with charge to all the comers after [those people who shall
come] that the ordinance before said be kept and said, that is to wit [say]
Placebo and Dirige

1 See Benton, Galpin and Pressey, The Church Plate of Essex (1926), pp. 263-4, Archeologia,

vol, 1, p.

mazer was sold for £2,900 in I.';‘E.'.‘J',

163, and Trans. E.: vol. xix, N.8., p. 303 and Plates I and III. This celebrated

? Probably intended for St. Donatus, bishop and martyr, whose feast is kept on 7 August;

it would seem that the scribe mid-read an “n’ for a *u”, giving Douct or Dovet for Donet.

3 John

died 1552.

Skipp, vicar of Thaxted, 1534-9; consecrated Bishop of Hereford, 23 Nov., 1539;
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Fol. 200, & co’mendacio’n & masse & belle in chirche & towne as it is bifore

Fol. 21

specified. Also Symon Pepir exc’ of Margery Warewyk gaf to the almesse
hows xx Marc' to the beyyng of Heruyys to be preyid fore in forme as
it is before seyde.

It is to remembre that in Syre Robert Margery tyme a tenement yclepid
Ryngys su'tyme Toppysfeldys was solde to bye Wykene, and aftyr in
Syr Jon Baryngton tyme a mees in Brook Walden govyn by Wyll’
Skynnere

was sold for viij Mark to bye a mees in Goulestret of Nicolas Myllere
for xij Mark. and aftir in Jon Saman tyme the brethren solden Wykene
for iiij Skore Mark and bougten Buss hous for vj Skore Mark & x. Aftir
cam Will’ Hyham & the sevd J. Saman and bougten a Mees of Will' Vyn
& Jon Perkyn the exec’ of Will' Gale for x Mark & byldedyn theron
an hous that costyd x1 s’. And thus it may be knowen to alle men how
the goodis of the almes hous in these mennis tymes be fore seyvd weren

disposyd and spendid for ye almeshous,

Fol. 21z. Also it ys to remenbre that John' Cu'stable gaf to the almes hows ij acrys

of lond lying toward Suardys ende

Also John’ Howlot gaf to the almes hows j acre of lond lying toward
lytil Walden.

Also John' Ryche gaf to the almes hows ij acris of lond lying toward
Pyriton.

Willi'm Hyhom gaf to the almes hows a crofte ycallid hobolott croft cont’
v acres

John’ Lamberd gaf to the almes hows a Beerne yedifiid on hoggys Grene
Also Robert Semere gaf to the almes hows v marc of money & more
Also Robert Aldeberi gaf to the almes hows j acre of lond lying toward
litil Walden

Also Robert Semer’ gaf to the almesse hous for reparacto'n yerly xld’.
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and Commendation and mass, and bell in church and town as it is before
specified.  Also Simon Pepir executor of Margery Warwick gave to the
almshouse 20 marks to the buving of Hervyys to be praved for in form as
before said.

It is to remember that in Sir Robert Margery's time a tenement called
Rings, sometime Toppesfields, was sold to buy Wicken, and after[wards],
in Sir John Barrington’s time, a messuage in Brook Walden given by
William Skinner

was sold for 8 marks to buy a messuage in Goulstreet' of Nicholas Miller
for 7 marks, and after, in John Saman’s time, the brethren sold Wicken
for 8 score marks and bought Buss house for 6 score marks and ten.
After[wards] came William Higham and the said J[ohn] Saman and bought
a messuage of [from] Willlam Vyn and John Perkin the executors of
William Gale for 10 marks and built thereon a house that cost 40s. And
thus it may be known to all men how the goods of the almshouse in these
men’s times beforesaid were disposed and spent for the almshouse,

Also it is to remember that John Constable gave to the almshouse 2 acres
of land lying toward Sewards End.

Also John Howlot gave to the almshouse 1 acre of land lying toward
Little Walden.

Also John Ryche gave to the almshouse 2 acres of land lying toward
Pyriton.

William Higham gave to the almshouse a croft called Hobolott Croft
containing 5 acres.

John Lamberd gave to the almshouse a barn built on Hog's Green.*
Also Robert Semere gave to the almshouse 5 marks of money and more.
Also Robert Aldberry gave to the almshouse 1 acre of land lying toward
Little Walden,

Also Robert Semere gave to the almshouse for reparations vearly, 40d.

! The
1453.—G.

2 Hog’
* Hogg ’

name of a street in W .1l|hn now known as Gold-street, It is termed le Goldestrete in
M.B. Goule, or gole, is a Middle English word for a ditch or channel.

s Green was an open green facing the Almshouse and extending to Freshwell-street.
possibly refers to a family of that name.—G.M.B.
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Fol. 22v,

Fol. 23
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Thomas Barkere gaf to the almeshous j acre of lande lyinge in wynde-
melle valey towarde Northende,

Robert Chapman gaf half a acre of land to Sowtwardis ende bi the path
towarde Wymbysch Also j berne edified in almeslane be twene Heyngne
John’ Shymynge gaf to the halmeshous x1 s’

John’ Roos yaf to the Almeshous a Croft closyd conteynyng iij Acrys
lyyng in the Northende it is letin for vj s’ viij d’.

Will'm Avynnawnt yaf An half Acre lond lyyng in Blaklond Schot

Also’'n Collwelle yaf an half Acre of loend lyyng

Also’n Roberd yaf an half acre londe lyyng in the lymkelle felde

John Boytone hath goven an howse in the cukstole ende betwene the howse
of John" Waterma’ and the chyrche howse at the corner and ys lete be
the yer for vij s’

Also John' cowell the glacer gaffe a crofte of iij akeris towarde Westele.
Also John’ spylman hath goven half an akyr of londe towarde seweris
ende be the pathe ledyng to Wymbyshe,

Also an nodyr half akyr of londe towarde the ros’. Also Water chapman
gaffe half an akyr of londe lyyng be shere hell,

Also Jone thorne hath goven the maky’g and dressyng of the chapell
xvj i’ and x s'.

Also the same Jone thorne hath goven the beyyng of baggvs att the
ylderstrete v mark,

Also Jorge thorne hath goven to the same tenemet iij akeris of wode and
mede lyyng undyr rowney dyche,

Also nycholas purlie hath goven an aker londe lyyng toward buntys
crofte

Also Thomas semare hath goven a crofte of ij akeris be the waye syde
towarde boteleris callyd lvtylberis crotte,

Also John' challie hath goven a pytyl of half an aker toward wydgeris
lyyng be wardys grove,

Also sore Reynolde hasulbeche vecary of lytylberi hath goven the mede at
lytyl Walden callys coo ys mede to the me'dyng of the tabyll to beye
fysshe.

Also Thomas chapman hath goven an aker lond lyyng und’ powncys
wode.
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Thomas Barkere gave to the almshouse 1 acre of land lying in Windmiil
Valley toward North End.

Robert Chapman gave half an acre of land to[wards] Sewards End by
the path toward Wimbish; also 1 barn built in Almeslane between
Hevngne.

John Shiminge gave to the almshouse 40s.

John Roos gave to the almshouse an enclosed croft containing 3 acres
lying in the Northend; it is let for 6s. 84,

William Avynnawnt gave half an acre of land lying in Blackland Shot,
Alison Collwelle gave half an acre of land lying [blank]

Alison Roberd gave half an acre of land lying in the Limekiln Field.

John Boytone hath given a house in the Cuk[ing]stool End between the
house of John Waterman and the Church House at the corner and is
let for 7s. a year,

Also John Cowell the glazier gave a croft of 3 acres towards Westlye,
Also John Spylman hath given half an acre of land towards Sewards End
by the path leading to Wimbish.

Also another half acre of land toward the Roos, Also Walter Chapman
gave half an acre of land lying by Sheer Hill.

Also Joan Thorne hath given the making and dressing [furnishing] of the
chapel [costing] £16 10s. 0d.

Also the same Joan Thorne hath given [towards] the buying of baggs at
the Gilderstreet, 5 marks.

Also George Thorne hath given to the same tenement 3 acres of wood and
mead[ow] lying under Rowney Ditch,

Also Nicholas Purlie hath given an acre (of) land lying towards Buntys
Croft.

Also 'Thomas Semare’ hath given a croft of 2 acres by the way-side
toward Butlers called Littlebury Croft.

Also John Challie hath given a pightle of half an acre toward Wydgeris
lying by Wards Grove.

Also Sir Reynold Hasulbeche vicar of Littlebury hath given the mead
at Little Walden called ‘ Coo ys” mead to the mending of the table o
buy fish.

Also Thomas Chapman hath given an acre of land lying under Powneys
Wood,

1 Will proved, 1500; see Trans. E.A.S., vol, xxi, N.5, pp. 254-5.
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Fol. 24

Fol. 242,
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Also John Nycollys hath goven A Aker of londe liiinge beyonnde the
wyndemyll crosse the buttyng uppon Cambrege wave ledvnge froe Walden
to Cambrege inclosyde w* quikhege

Also John Benne the elder gaf j acre londe lyeng be yonde the wyndemell
shotyng ov’ the wey ledyng from the wyndmell crosse to berne brege
Also be it in mend thatt the berne edfyed on hoggys grene that John
lambard gave to the almasse howse was exchangyd w' Wyllyam barker
tanner for a mede lyeyng in northend calyd Dukes pytyll

Also the exsecutores & eyres of John Collwell the glasser hath govyn to
the almysse howsse a closse of erabyll londe be estemacvon ij acrysse

Ivenge towarde Westle.

Also be it in mynde Thomas strachy hathe gyffvn to the almeshows A
shopp in the bochery late Thomas seeles

Also Syr Thomas Semar Knypth dyde gyve x pownde yn mony to the
mayentenans off the Almnse howse & the pore pepull 1536

Also Wyllyam maler’ & margett hys wyff hath gyvyn to the pore pepull
off the almeshowse ij s. by the yer A°® 1536

Also be ytt had yn mynde th[a]t Rycherd pollerd off becham Rodynge
hath gyvyn a ten’ w' a garden iij Acres off lond & a halffe to the gelaffe
off the bed'ffolkes he th[aJt hath ytt to Ferme doth kepe an obytt &
bedero'e w' xx d’ by yer & kepyng the rep’acyo'ns & payyng the Whyte
rentts & v s. to the pore Folkes by gere.

In the yer off ow" lord god A M CCCCC XXXV

Also Willyam Calton the elder gave vj s’ viij d’ a vere oute of a pece of
lande lyenge toward smalbride w' M" Godfrey of london payth.

Also James Wodhall hath geven an acre of land lyenge in Stonebridge
felde now in the tenure of James Flemynge the yerely rent iijs’ iiijd'".
Also William Turner Sonne of Thomas Turner Linnendraper hath given
unto the Almeshouse of Walden Fyve poundes a yeare for ever, to be
payde out of the house he dyed out of, and the land adioyning to it, to be

recovered by the way of distresse for defalt of non payvment Anno D’ni
1612.
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Fol. 23z. Also John Nichols hath given an acre of land lying beyond the windmill
cross abutting upon Cambridge Way leading from Walden to Cambridge
enclosed with quick-hedge
Also John Benne the elder gave 1 acre of land lying beyond the windmill
shooting over the way leading from the Windmill Cross to Barne Bridge
Also be it in mind that the barn built on Hog’s Green that John Lambard
gave to the almshouse was exchanged with William Barker, tanner, for a
mead lyving in North End called Dukes Pightle
Also the executors and heirs of John Collwell the glazier hath given 1o
the almshouse a close of arable land, by estimation 2 acres, lying toward
Westley.

Fol. 24 Also be it in mind [that] Thomas Strachy’ hath given to the almshouse a
shop in the Butchery late Thomas Seele’s
Also Sir Thomas Semar, Knight, did give £10 in money to the mainten-
ance of the almshouse and the poor people [in] 1536
Also William Maler’ and Margaret his wife hath given to the poor people
of the almshouse 2s. annually, 1536
Also be it had in mind that Richard Pollerd of Beauchamp Roothing hath
given a tenement with a garden, 3} acres of land to the gelaffe® of bed-
folks; he that hath it to farm [the leasee] doth keep an obit and beadroll
with 20d. annual [rent] and keeping the reparations and paying the white
rents’ and 5s. annually to the poor folks.
In the year of our Lord God Anno 15335

Fol. 242. Also William Calton the elder gave 5s5. 8d. annually out of a piece of land
lying towards Smallbride (for) which Mr. Godfrey of London payeth.
Also James Woodhall hath given an acre of land lying in Stonebridge Field
now in the tenure of James Fleming the yearly rent (of which is) 3s, 4d.
Also William Turner son of 'Thomas Turner, linendraper, hath given unto
the almshouse of Walden five pounds a year for ever, to be paid out of the
house he died out of [where he died], and the land adjoining to it, to be
recovered by the way of distress for default of non payment Anno Domini

1612.*

1 The late Sir Charles Strachey, K.C.M.G., C.B. (d. 1942), madec considerable researches into
the history of his family, and this led him to visit Saffron Walden when I was living there, and
where 1 had the good fortune of meeting him. His interests were not confined to genealogy, and
I owe him a debt of gratitude for kindly undertaking local researches on my behalf. A book has
recently been published by Charles R. Sanders under the title The Strachey family, 1588-1932:
their wwritings and literary associations (1953).—G.MB.

2 Relief.

% Quit-rents, called white-rents because paid in silver money.

* An incised memorial slab to Wm. Turner, singleman, and an assistant of Walden, now
illegible, at the west end of the north aisle of Walden church, recorded this bequest, and de-
picted him in a short cloak.—G.M.B.
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Blank

Blank

Blank

. Ye shal pray for the sowle of Mayst Roger Walden arch bysshopp of

canterbury

John home ar

Jone the wyffe su’'tyme of Willi’ Toppisfeld
Thomas Warwyk

William Skynne' of Brokewalden
Anne Suton

John heygnys

William heygnys

Thomas Personn’

John Botler’ & Elynor’ hys wyff
stevene breghman

Margery breghman

syr John Skeppe

Margery Warwyk

Synond pepyr

John cunstable & Elsebeth his wyff
John howlatt

John Ryche
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Fol.25 Blank

Fol. 25¢. Blank

Fol. 26  Blank

Fol. 26v. You shall pray for the soul of Master Roger Walden, archbishop of Can-
terbury; John Home, esq.; Joan, sometime the wife of William Toppis-
field; Thomas Warwyk; William Skynner of Brook Walden; Anne Suton;
John Heygnys; William Heygnys; Thomas Personne; John Botlere and
Elinor his wife; Steven Breghman; Margery Breghman; Sir John Skeppe;
Margery Warwyk; Simon Pepyr; John Cunstable and Elizabeth his wife;
John Howlatt; John Ryche;
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Fol. 27 Wiliam hyham
John saman
John lamberte
"I'omas lamberte
Roberte Semar’
Jefer’ Symondes
Roberte awebery & Jone hys wyffe
M’ John cler’ su’tyme vycay of Walden
Thomas Chapman
Robete barker
John Shemynge
john Roos
Will'am Roberte
Allsone Cov'lle
William aviant
M’ Thomas brydes
John covell & Elyne hys Wyff
John colwel & Clement hys Wyff

Fol. 27v. John boyton the elder
John Spylman
Thomas Chapman
Water Chapman
Will’am Barker Fyssher’
Thoma’ thorne & ione hys vyft
Thom' Semer margery & Katteryn hys Wyfles
John Chalke
John pellam elsabet hes Wyffe
Nycollas purke
John growse
Will'm Warman
syr Raynold hasylbe late vycure of lytylbery
John Rutland Kyrtian® hes Wyff
Robert claydon & Jone hes Wyft
John boyton the yonger’
John bryght
John nycole & Alys hys Wyff
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William Hyham; John Saman; John Lumbe_rié; "Thomas Lamberte; Robert
Semare; Jeffrey Symondes; Robert Awebery and Joan his wife; Master
John, clerk’, sometime vicar of Walden; Thomas Chapman; Robert Barker;
John Shemynge; John Roos; William Roberte; Alison Coville; William
Aviant; Master Thomas Brydes; John Covell and Ellen his wife; John
Colwel and Clemence his wife:

Fol. 27¢. John Boyton the elder; John Spylman; ‘Thomas Chapman; Walter Chap-

man; William Barker, fisher[man or fishmonger]; Thomas Thorne and
Joan his wife; Thomas Semer [and] Margery and Katharine his wives;
John Chalke; John Pellam [and] Elizabeth his wife; Nicholas Purke; John
Growse; William Warman; Sir Raynold Hasylbe, late vicar of Litlebury;
John Rutland [and] Christiana his wife; Robert Claydon and Joan his

wife; John Boyton the younger; John Bryght; John Nycole and Alice
his wife;

1

John Hodgkin, vicar of Walden, 1540-44; d. 1560.—G.M.B.
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Fol. 28 George thorne Florans & Jone hys Wryffes
Themas Strachy & Jone hes Wyff
Andrew Albery
John ben the elder & Alys hys Wyff
John turnor Jone & Anys hys Wyfl
Syr Thomas semare knygth
Wyllyam Malene : Thomas Albery
Rycherd Pollerd & hys Wyff off bechamp rodyn’
John Danbery the eldre & Gone hys Wyff
John Ward
And for all other gooddoeres of the allmas how’ that
fyrst be gan & lengyst howld on for there soulles & all
Crysten sowles of vour charite say a pat’ nost’” & ave maria

Fol. 28v. Also be yt opyn and knowe that tihe
entent of the forsevs geverys and foun-
dours ys not do to don preiudys to the
lawys and statutys of the kyng ne of
the reme but desyryng worschepe of
god and help of here soulys levynge
these forsevd godys in feffeys handys
abydynge betere ordynaunce lycence &
wil of the kyng and of the rem. And
gif yt so be falle in tyme comynge as
god for bede that this forseyd ordynaunce
be let be statut for lawe mad in the rem
than wele the forseyd foundowrys and
geverys that the forseyd good be sold by the
feffeys and spendyd in almasse dedys
by sygt of the forseyde xxiiij men as thei
sen most helful to here soulys.
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Fol. 28  George Thorne [and] Florence and Joan his wives; Thomas Strachy and
Joan his wife; Andrew Albery; John Ben the elder and Alice his wife;
John Turnor [and] Joan and Anys his wives; Sir Thomas Semare, knight;
William Malene; Thomas Albery; Richard Pollerd and his wife of Beau-
champ Roothing; John Danbery the elder and Joan his wife; John Ward;
and for all other good doers' of [benefactors to] the almshouse that first
began and longest hold on, for their souls and all Christian souls, of
vour charity say a paternoster and Ave Maria.

Fol. 28v. Also, be it open and known that the intent of the said givers [benefactors]
and founders is not to do anything to the prejudice to [of] the laws and
statutes neither of the king or the realm, but [their] desire [is to] worship
God and help their souls, [and while] leaving these said goods in the hands
of feoffees [they will] abide [the] better ordinance, licence and will of the
king and of the realm. And if it shall happen in the future, as God
forbid, that this said ordinance by let [impediment] by statute or law made
in the realm then well [it may be for] the said founders and givers that
the said good[s] be sold by the feoffees and spent on deeds of alms by
sight [under the superintendence] of the said 24 men and [as] they see [it]
most healthful to their souls.

L See Trans. E.A.S., vol. vi, N.5., pp. 166-8, for a description of the brass, ¢. 1475, to the
Bryd family, and v i, p. 246, for the Will of Henry Cokke (proved 1500); the Bryvd
[or Bird] family gave ‘the hn.phu in the old Almshouse hall, and Cokke bequeathed 20s. to the
reparations and other necessaries of the almshouse of our iad\ at Walden.

D
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Fol. 29

Fol. 292,

Fol. 30

THE STATUTES OF SAFFRON WALDEN ALMSHOUSES.

A Cory oF THE DERYCCYO'N STATU—

tys and ordyna’'ncys made by autoryte and gra’nt of the
kynges letter patynt grauntyd by oure sovoryn
Lorde kynge edwarde the vj'™™ the thyrde yeare of
hys rayne. Anno D’'no M.CCCCC.L.

For a fowndacyon of the almose house in Walden
By w™ autorytie M* Treasorer and chamberlons
of thys towne of walden at that tyme beinge

withe the assente of hys companye and comanalty
made ordeyned and stablyshed these statutys and
ordynauncys fowloynge For the good and godlye
mayntenaunce of the saide almose house alwaye

to endure.

Blank

In THE Name oF Gob, BE yt ever for a perpetuall memorye that in the
yeare of oure Lorde god M.CCCC the moste worshipfull men and
paryshoners of thys towne of walden by the helpe of the Coman’s of the
said towne. In the honour of god ordeyned and made an house of
Charytie in a streat called Danielles Lane in Sustentatyon of xiij poore
men Which house thus godlie began’e by the good and vertuouse men at
that tyme before wrytten hath bene so godlie contynued unto the yeare
of our Lorpe Gop a.M.CCCCC'" XLVI and the fyrste yeare of the
reigne of oure sovorin’ Lorde Kinge Edwarde the syxte and the parlia-
ments houlden the same yeare at westmost' wher a monges manye other
Lawes ther made all Colleges, free Chappelles, Chanteries, gyldes, fraterni-
ties, obyties lamps, and Lyghtes, and all the Londes that to them
appertayned, were hollie geven to the kynge and to hys heires by reason
of the whiche Statute the Towne of walden beinge Incorporated by ve
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Fol. 29 A copy of the direction, statutes and ordinances made by [the] authority
and grant of the King's letter patent granted by our sovereign Lord
King Edward the sixth the third year of his reign, Anno Domini, 1550.}
For a foundation of the alms-house in Walden by which authority Mr.
Treasurer and [the] chamberlains of this town of Walden at that time
being, with the assent of his company and commonalty, made, ordained,
and established these following statutes and ordinances for the good and
godly maintenance of the said almshouse for ever.

Fol. 29z. Blank

IFol. 30 In the name of God, be it always remembered that, in the year of our
Lord God 1400, the most worshipful men and parishioners of this town
of Walden (by the help of the commonalty of the said town), in honour
of God, ordained and made a house of charity in Daniel’'s Lane for
thirteen poor men, This house, thus begun in so godly a manner by
good and virtuous men, has continued until the year of our Lord God
1546 (the first year of the reign of our sovereign lord King Edward
the Sixth), and among many other laws made at the Parliament held at
Westminster in the same vear, was one which gave to the King and his
heirs all colleges, free chapels, chantries, gilds, fraternities, obits, lamps,
and lights, and all the lands belonging to them. By virtue of this statute,
the town of Walden being incorporated by the

1 Calendar of Patent Rolls, 3 Edward VI .3. 18 Feb., 1549, rccites-the patent 24 March,
5 Hen. VIII, at the instance of Katharine S r when a licence was granted to Thomas Strachye
and others to found a guild of the Holy Trinity at Walden, and, inter alia, mentions the
Treasurer and Chamberlains, with twenty-four of the best men as assistants, to held meetings
and make ordinances for the town. This patent al-o gives licence to the said Treasurer, Chamber-
lains and Commonalty to found an almshouss at Walden and to acquire lands to the clear
vearly value of £40 for its maintenance. In 1892, the annual income from property and invest-
ments under the contral of the Trustees of the Almshouses amounted to nearly £850.

The licence, a richly illuminated document, is in the custody of the Corporation of Saffron
Walden; its decoration is briefly described in Heraldry in Essex (Essex Record Office, 1953),
p. 38. See also Braybrooke, History of Audley End (1836), pp. 251-2, Rowntree, Saffron Walden
Then and Notw (1951), pp. 11-15, and Auerbach, ¢ Ormament and Decoration in Essex Records ',
in The Burlington Magazine, Nov.. 1950
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Tol. 30z. Name of treasorer and Chamberlaines of the gvlde of the fratornitie of the

FFol. 31

hollye Trinitie fownded in Walden by the same was fullve disolvide and
also by reasone of other statutes made agaynst the mortmayne of Londes
and tenementes the allmoshouse before rehersed havinge no corporacicn nor
license of the kinge to possesse Londes and tenementes was reddye to be
disolvyd to the greate hurte and undoinge of the poore of thys towne
yet Neverthelesse at that same daye ther was verie manye good vertouse
& charitable men in the said towne which greatlye Lamented the chaunce
that hade fallen for the maintaininge of the sayde pore house whereuppon
they consullted to gythere and agreed to make theire humble sute to the
kynges highnes in all their names And amonges then [sic] did chose and
Instantlve desyre John Smythe the yvonger scnne of John Smythe the
elder sometyme treasorer of the Towne afore savde who made their
humble sute to the kynges highnes and to hys Cownsaill And moste
speciallye to Edwarde Duke of Somersett the protectour of all the kinges
Realmes and dominions and governour of his person At which tvme god
hade callid for them In place a good solyciter one S* Thomas Smythe
knight

Brother to the savde John Smythe, & one of the kinges princypall Secret-
ories At whose Longe sute and humble peticion to the furtheraunce and
helpe of the sayd towne And for the better sustentacion and relyef of the
pore therof the saide KyNGe Epwarpi the svxt did graunt and gyve
lycense by hys letter patentes bearinge date the xviij'® of Februarii in
the thirde veare of hys Reigne to the said John Smythe the younger beinge
the treasorer of walden until William Strachie the younger, and Thomas
Williamsonne then Chamberlaines unto the Cominalte of the said towne,
TuaT the said treasorer and Chamberlenies and cominalte of the said
towne, or their successours, or any of them maye & might thereafter, sett
upp, founde, make, erect, creat, and stablys for ever to endure AN
ALLMESHOUSE in the said towne of walden aforesaid with one keaper and
one hys brother accordinge to the ordevnaunce of the said treasorer, &

chamberleynes, & cominalte of the
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Fol. 30z. name of Treasurer and Chamberlains of the Gild of the Fraternity of the
Holy Trinity founded in Walden, was dissolved, and by virtue of ather
statutes made against the mortmain of lands and tenements, the almshouse
(having neither charter of incorporation nor licence from the King to
possess lands and tenements) was ready to be dissolved to the great harm
of the poor people of this town. Nevertheless, on that same day, very
many good, virtuous, and charitable men in the town who greatly
lamented the mischance that had befallen the maintenance of the alms-
house, conferred together and agreed to petition the King through John
Smith, son of John Smith, senior, formerly Treasurer of the town.
He presented the petition to the King and his Council and particularly
to Edward, Duke of Somerset, protector of the realm and the King. At
the same time God had called a good solicitor and one of the King's

principdl seceretaries, Sir Thomas Smith, knight,'

Fol.31 brother to the said John, at whose long suit and humble petition for the
continuance and help of the town and the relief of the poor there, the
said King Edward the Sixth issued letters patent dated 18 February,
1548/9,° to the said John Smith, junior (then Treasurer of Walden),
William Strachie, junior, and Thomas Williamson (Chamberlains) and
the Commonalty of the said town, whereby they or their successors might
establish an almshouse in Walden with a keeper and his brother [partner]
according to such instructions as they should issue, to

! Sir Thomas Smith (1513-77). statesman. scholar, and author of an important work on the

Tudor constitution, De Republica Anglorum, who was born at Safiron Walden. See D.N.B. and
J. Strype, The Life of the Learned Sir Thomas Smith, Kt., D.C.L.

2 Sce footnote 1, page 205. See also English Gilds. The Oviginal Qvrdinances of more than
one hundred Early English Gilds, ed with notes, by Toulmin and Lucy Smith, with an
essay on the history and development of gilds, by Lujo Brentano (Early English Text Society
1870, reprinted 1914) for comparisons with Saffron Walden. Many late municipal corporations
had their origing in medieval gilds.,
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Fol. 312. sayde towne and ther successouers, or anye of them to celibrat and praye,

Fol. 32

for the good estate of his highnes, And for the good estates of his honorable
systeris, The Ladye Marye and Ladye elyzabeth, & for the good estate of
hys uncle the Duke of Somersett, and the resedewe of the kinges honor-
able Counsaill, and for the tranquilyte, and continuall peace of the realme
of Englande. And also his highnes, pleasure was, that after the said
almeshouse were so made, fonded, erected, Created, & stablyshed, ¥*
It be callid KyNGe Epwarpe the sixt almeshouse of Walden in the
Countye of Essex, with other gra’ntour & privyledges, for the good Com-
modytie & governaunce of the same, as by the said letter patentes more
playnlye do appeare AccorRDINGE to the which graunt and lycense the said
treasorer and chamberlaynes and the Cominalte of the said towne, for
the holsome fortheraunce of the said almeshouse, hathe created, elected,
and Chosen William bollinge keaper, and Jhon hubbert his part or
cobrother

Of the saide allmeshouse untell the mondaie next after the byrthe of our
Lorde next comynge and to their successoures. And hath promulgated
and establyshed for the better conservacion, ordrye, and governaunce of
the said almeshouse, and the poore people theirin, founded, and keapt
this ordeynaunce & statutyt and no other wyse, but as folowethe.

OF THELECTYON OF THE KEAPER, AND HYS PARTE BROTHER COMENLYE

CALLYD THE MAYSTERS OF THE ALLMESHOUSE
Fyrste the suaid treasorer and chamberlaynes & their successoures for ever
Wythe the xxiiij of the beste and moste descret of the said towne shall
yearlye accordinge to the teno’r purpose & effect of their graunt one the
mondaye after the feste of the byrthe of our Lorde god elect and chose
two of the honeste men of the inhabittanc’ of the said town of Walden
one of thei’ to be kept of the said almeshouse and the other to be hys
partebrother or cobrother for one
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Fol. 31w, enable them to pray for the good estate of the King, his sisters the Ladies
Mary and Elizabeth, his uncle the Duke of Somerset and the other
members of the Council, and for the tranquility and peace of England. It
was also the King's pleasure that after the founding of the almshouse, it
should be called the King Edward the Sixth Almshouse in Walden in
the county of Essex. As it appears more plainly by the letters patent, the
Treasurer, Chamberlains and Commonalty of the town have, acting under
that authority, chosen William Bollinge and John Hubbert as Keepers
of the

Fol. 32 almshouse until the Monday following next Christmas, and they have
promulgated and established the following ordinances for the govern-

ment of the almshouse:

Tue ELecTiON OF THE MASTERS OF THE ALMSHOUSE
The Treasurer and Chamberlains and their successors, with twenty-four’
of the best and most discreet men of the town shall, on the Monday
after Christmas in each year, choose two of the most honest male
inhabitants of Walden, one to be Keeper of the almshouse and the other

his partner for

1 See C. B. Rowntree, Saffron Walden Then and Now (1952), pp. 17, 20. With the ex-
ception of those on Plate I and p. 170, all the illustrations in this paper are taken from the
late Mr., Rowntree’s book; permission to use these blocks has been generously given by his son,
Mr. H. B. Rowntree.
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Fol. 32v. Hole yeare. And yf yt shall chaunce on of the said persones eyther the

keper or his partebrother to die or by any chaunce to depart out of the
said office or out of the said towne of Walden to dwell that in the said
treasorer and Chamberlains with thassistaunce of the said fowre and
twentie of the wyse and descretest of the towne shall elect and chose
other in his or their stead or steades so decesed or departed which keaper
& his partbrother commonlye callyd the masters shall in all thinges be-
have and use themselfes according to the artycelles under wrytten for
the governance of the said house & sustentation of the same,

Tue Orrice & AuToryTIE OF THE KEAPER & HIS
PARTBROTHER COMMONLYE CALLYD MNASTERS
OF THE ALLMESHOUSE
They have & shall have an autoritie with the Consent of the treasorer and
chamberlaynes to lett, sett, dimyse to farme all Lond and tenementes

appertayninge to the sayde allmeshouse when so ever the same shalbe

Voyde or terme of demyses shall expire or surcease for the space of xx
veares and not above & for ye olde rent or more provided that they
neyther graunt lease in revercon by anye colo’r or frawde nor for Longer
the' xx yeares nor under the olde rent nor without ye constoe' [sic] of the
treasorer and chamberlayns for the tyme begon. And yf they do the
sayde leases & grantes to be void & of none effecte in the Lawe. And
thei shall receyve & gay’ all ye rentes, profyttes & Dewties belonginge &
apertayninge to the said almeshouse bestowe yt in reparacon of the house
& tenementes of ye said allmoshouse & uppon ye pore accordinge to ye
ordinannce herafter ensuringe. And yerelie on the mondaie next after
chrystemas shall geve a true & faythfull accomptes of the receit & be-
stowinge of the same at the said almeshouse before the treasorer &
chamberlaines & ye said xxiiij assistantes & of ye Comynalte so manye as
wyll come to the hearinge of their accompte,

THE NOMBRE OF YE PORE & THEIR SUSTENTACYON, the number is
Increased
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Fol. 32v. one year. If one of them dies during his term of office, another shall be

Fol. 33

elected in his stead. The masters shall in all things behave themselves
according to the underwritten articles for the government and susten-

tation of the house.

THE AUTHORITY OF THE MNASTERS OF THE ALMSHOUSE
With the consent of the Treasurer and Chamberlains, they shall have
power to let, set, demise to farm all land and tenements relating to the

almshouse (whenever the same shall be empty or

the leases expired) for a term not exceeding twenty years at or more than
the old rent provided that they neither grant nor lease in reversion with
any intent to fraud. A lower rent than the old may not be accepted with-
out the consent of the Treasurer and Chamberlains otherwise the leases
are to be void. They shall gather all the rents, profits and duties belonging
to the almshouse and use them in the repair of the house and tenements
and upon the poor according to the ordinances following. And annually
on the Monday next after Christmas the Masters shall give a true and
faithful account of their income and expenditure, presenting the same
at the almshouse before the Treasurer and Chamberlains, the twenty-
four assistants and as many of the Commonalty as will attend.

"THE NUMBER OF THE POOR AND THEIR SUSTENTATION
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Fol. 33v. Ther shalbe allwayes (god so contynuynge yo charitie and good will of

Fol. 34

the people as ther ys at thys present) fyfiene poore persones men &
women who shall have for ther sustentacon & Livinge Fyrste everye weke
one bussell of wheat for to make breade & to busshelles of malte for
to make drinke, & in reddye money For cakys ijs. ijd. & in lent to by
fyshe vijs. viijd. & for winter vjs [for] candils And everve fortnight one
pecke of otmele, & everye monthe one pecke of salte & in the lent tyme
v] busshelles of pease & in somer six galons of butter & vyearlve vij C.
fagottes of woode at the provision of ve sayd keper & partbrother comon-
lye callyd the Master of ve almoshouse & of the said xv pore people on
shalbe a discreat & sober woman who shall dresse ther meat for ve said
pore make their bread brew their drinke & kepe these vt are sycke &
washe & governe them as she shalbe able & so shalbe reputend, taken, &
named dame of the hous. And she shall have over & above all the poore

For her stipend & Labour vjs, viijd. yerelye, And when yt shall chaunce
any of ye pore to decease if she be Diligent in tendinge of them while
they ar sycke she shall have the beste garment of eche one that shall cha'nce
to die. The resydew of all soche thinges as the said pore persons yt shall
happen to die ther shall leave to be devided amonges ve poore people
of the said house at the descression of the said Maisters the keper &
partbrother.,

THE ELECTYON OF YE POORE
whensoever yt shall fortune any of the said pore persones to decease or
other wyse to be removed or put out of the said house IMMEDYATLYE after
the said keper & his partbrother shall in writinge nominat to ye treasorer
& Chamberlaynes & the assistance without respecte of favo'r or kyndred
or any other sinystre or ungodlye occation, The most nedye & poore
persones havinge impediment eyther by extreme
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There shall be always (if God continues the charity and good will of the
people as at present) fifteen poor persons—men and women—who shall
have for their weekly sustentation, a bushel of wheat to make bread and
two bushels of malt to make drink, and 25, 2d_ in ready money for cakes
and in Lent 6s, 8d. to buy fish, and 6s. in winter for candles. And every
fortnight one peck of oatmeal, every month one peck of salt, in Lent six
bushels of peas, in summer six gallons of butter, and 700 faggots of wood
each vear; all to be provided by the keeper and his assistant who are
commonly called the Masters of the Almshouse. And one of the said
fifteen poor people shall be a discreet and sober woman who shall pre-
pare [and cook] the meat, make bread, brew drink, and nurse those that
are sick, washing and looking after them so far as she is able, and she shall
be considered as the Dame of the house,’

and have for her stipend over and above what the others receive, 6s. 8d.
vearly; and if any of the poor people die, she is to have their best gar-
ment if she has been diligent in attending them, The remainder of the
belongings of the poor people that die shall be divided among the other
inmates at the discretion of the Masters.

Tue ErectioN oF THE Poor
When any of the poor persons shall die or be otherwise removed, the
keepers shall write to the Treasurer and Chamberlains and impartially
nominate two, three, or more of the most needy and poor persons of
Walden (or, if necessary, of adjoining towns), being hindered by age

A similar provision was made under an order of the Charity Commissioners in 1892,
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or by mahene' or sycknes beinge impotent to Laboure, 1j or iij or moe,
as occasyon shall serve of towne of Walden & for Defaut of suche of the
towne adioyninge of ve which so nominated ve treasorer & chamb’len’ces
[sic] for the tyme beinge shall appointe & chose which shall please them
to be in the same house. And to supplye the roome of the persons de-

parted or removed,

Weaat THE Poore ProrLe THaT DoOE & BE OCCUPYED IN

Allso the xv pore persones, before rehersed, excepte anye of theym for-
time to be sycke or with the Dame occupyed shall everye mornynge at
vj or vij of the clocke gather them selfes to gyther in to the orytarye or
chappell & there to saye suche praveres as to them be apoynted to praye
for the prosperitie of the kinge & Queens Maiestye & for ye tranquillytie
& peace of this realme of Englande & after prayers donc to goe to
drinkinge & frome thence to report to the Churche to heare dyvine servyse
ther svttinge all togyther on the north syde of the chirche

In the settes callid the almoshouse stolles & ther to remayne iell all Servyse
be done & frome thence to go home to dyn'er & after dyner & grace &
prayers sede & everve man & woman Soe abought suche bysines as thei can
best doe untell the tyme of com’yn prayer at afternone. At what tyme
they shall resorte to the churche agayne, & that done resorte home to
ther usuall prayers yt shalbe appoynted for them. And after supper all
of them into their orytorie & say grace & gyve thankes to god. And yf
the Dame lacke helpe of anye thinge, vyt onye of yem can doe as consern-
inge the busynes of the house yt non of them refuse upon payne to be
expoulsed with two warnynges gyvinge, also yf anye honest ma’ in ye
towne wolde desyre anye of them at any busye tyme yt shalbe lawfull for
them to helpe him to encrese there gad willes towardes the pore folke of
ve house also the most Lustye of the men in the sayde house shall iij dayes
in the weke by course as they have bene accostomed resorte to the godlie
& charitable persones in the said towne suche as maye beste spare vt and
aske the charitable almosse what it pleaseth God & them without anye
moe wordes, & take thankfully whasoever

Maihem, from the French mehaigne, a maim, wound, or hurt, by which a man loseth the

use of any member; sce Giles Jacob, A New Law-Dictionary (10th ed., 1782).
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Fol. 342, or wounds or sickness from working, to fll the vacancies, and the

Treasurer and Chamberlain shall appoint whom they wish.

How THE Poor PEOPLE SHALL BE EMPLOYED
Unless any of the fifteen poor persons be sick or helping the Dame, they
shall congregate in the oratory or chapel' at six or seven o'clock ecvery
morning and pray as required, and for the prosperity of the King and
Queen and the peace of the realm. Afterwards, they are to have a drink
and then report at church to hear divine service; they are to sit together
in the seats called

Fol. 35 the * Almshouse Stools ™ and remain unti! the service is over when they
are to go home to dinner (after which grace and prayers are to be said)
and then occupy themselves until afternoon prayers at the church and
later at the almshouse. After supper, all are to repair to their oratory
to say grace and give thanks to God. If the Dame should need help, the
inmates are to give it upon pain of expulsion after two warnings; likewise,
any honest townsman in need of assistance at a busy time is to have it
from one of the poor people so as to increase good will towards them.
Three days each week, the strongest men in the almshouse shall go to
the godly and charitable persons in the

! In the modern rules, dated 1924, is a clause that each inmate is expected to attend chapel

when service is performed.

2 These stools continued in use until well into the nineteenth century. 1 learned from aged
parishioners of the last generation, that in their youthful days old folk from the Almshouses,
and others more or less deaf who held no regular sittings, were in the hzbit of taking stools
from the west end of the church and seating themselves in the n ley: an entry in the church
accounts for 1836 shows a payvment of 35, for  repairing stools ".—G.M.B.
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Fol. 35». ys gyven them to theyr relyef

Fol. 36

For wHAT Causg YE Pore FoLKE sHALL BE EXPOULSED
& Pur OwTE

vf any of them doe move sylle or purloine any thinge gyven to the pore
house evther money, breade, meat, chese, otmell, salt, or what so ever yt
be to theyre owne use or to anye of their Children, kenesfoke or frends
thei for the fautes to be expoulsed & put owt as a caterpylor or a destroy-
er of ye Comynwelthe of the said house. Also yf anye of the sayde xv
pore men chosen into this Charitable House be a comman haunter of ale
hosen & will not with ij warninges leve yt fault the thirde tym the maister
to expulse. Also be yt then ordeyned for ever that no man havinge a wyfe
nor noe woman havinge a husband be chosen into the sayde house except
their chaunce to be ij romes voyde at one tyme. Yf yt be thoughe [sic]
by ye Masters

And governors, the treasorer & chamberlains & the moste part of ye
assistaunce that they two persons beinge coppled to gyther have more
nede then anye other then they to be assyned or els not. Alsp yf any of
the said xv pore persons be dysobedyvent when the Master & governors
do Instruct them for their fauts or stoburnelye use them selfes towards
the Dame of the house or rayle uncomlye of anye persone or persons &
inespeciall of the treasorer or chamberlains or of the xxiiij upon the

Firste in maner to have warnyng & the second tyme to be expoulsed.

For THE ORDRE OF THE V] TENEMENTES
Allso the vj smale tenements adjoyninge belonginge to the said house as
often as thei fortune to be voyde the Master & governours shall all
ways put into the tenements void suche of the honest pore persons as
thei can find in the said



THE STATUTES OF SAFFRON WALDEN ALMSHOUSES. 217
Fol. 352. town and ask for alms which they are to take thankfully without dispute.

CAUSES WHEREBY THE POOR MAY BE EXPELLED

If any of them remove, sell or steal anything given to the poor-house
whether money, bread, meat, cheese, oatmeal, salt, or anything else, and keep
it for their own use or that of their children, kinsmen or friends, they shall
be expelled and put out as a caterpillar or a destroyer of the common-
wealth of the said house. Also, if any of them be a frequenter of ale-
houses and will not amend their ways after two warnings, the Master
shall expel them on the third occasion.! No married people shall be re-
ceived into the house unless there are two vacant rooms at one time;
but, at the discretion of the Masters

Fol.36 and governors, the treasurer, chamberlains and the majority of the
assistants if the two married persons have greater need than any others,
they are to be assigned the two rooms, but not otherwise. Also, if any of
the said fifteen poor persons are disobedient when the Master and
governors correct them for their faults, or for stubbornness towards the
Dame of the house, or if they rail in an unseemly manner at anyone (and
especially at the treasurer, chamberlains or any of the twenty-four assist-
ants), they are to be warned on the first occasion, and expelled on the
second.

Tue LETTING OF THE SIX TENEMENTS
As often as any of the six small tenements adjoining and belonging to
the house shall be vacant, the Master and governors shall always fill them

with such honest poor persons as they can find in the said

! The modern rules provide for control of quarrelsome or disorderly inmates. A copy of the
regulations made on a parchment about the middle or end of the sixteenth century varies slightly
with those given here, but the intention is the same until we reach this section: an inmate could
be expelled on the second occasion of his being discbedient or stubborn, -cially to the Masters,
Dame, Treasurer, Chamberlains, or any of the ' twenty-four *. 'There is also a clause referring
to ‘the Syxe small Tenements ' adjoining and belonging to the Almshouse; these were to be
occupied rent free by such honest and poor persons as the Master or Governors could find in the
town, and to have pottage on ¢ in days. From the context of the last line of fol. 36, it
appears that the scribe has telescoped the conditions for married couples and the occupation of
the six cottages.




218

Fol. 36z.

THE STATUTES OF SAFFRON WALDEN ALMSHOUSES.

Towne and they to have their dwellinge Rent free so longe as they be of
honeste conversation & behavoure & to be refreshed at certayne dayes with

potage out of the said house as thei have bene accostomed.

For MagINGE oF SALEs oF WooDE OR OF LONDE
Allso be vt ordevned ther be no woode sailes made of anye grounde, be-
longinge to the said howse, nor no longe [sic] exchangede nor soulde
without consent of the treasorer & chamberlaines for time beinge.
Provided also vt the said keper and felowe commonlye callid the Masters
of the almoshouse for the time beinge shall not bye anye thinge belong-
inge to the said house to them selfes but yf yt be soulde unto them by ye

treasorer & chamberlaynes for the tyme beinge.

THE INVENTORYE

Allso the keper & his partbrother shall all wayes at their Acomptes make &
bringe in an Invertorye of all suche implementes & stofe as belonginge to
the said house with their comyn seale and all bookes, writinges, chartores
& evydences, or what so ever belongethe to the said house & to delyver
yt in the presentes of the treasorer & chamberlains to ye newe elect keper
& to hys partebrother yt ys ther newe chosen.

This order ys Inacted by Mr tresorer & chamberlains with the hole con-
sent of ve xxiiij assystantes & commaynaltie of ye said towne & ys
engrosed in parchement with the townes seale alwaie to be kept in the
treserhouche these statutes alwaye to be kept & not brokyn for ve good
order & mavntaynaunce of thes[e] godlye poore people of this house for

ever



THE STATUTES OF SAFFRON WALDEN ALMSHOUSES. 219

Fol. 36z, Town, and such persons may have their dwelling rent free so long as

Fol. 3

they are of honest conversation and behaviour, and they may receive food
from the almshouse on certain days,

SaLeEs orF Woobp or Lanp
No wood or land belonging to the almshouse shall be sold or exchanged
without the consent of the Treasuror and Chamberlains for the time being.
Neither may the Masters buy anything for themselves which belongs to
the almshouse unless the Treasurer and Chamberlains sell it to them,

THE INVENTORY

When the Masters present their accounts they shall also produce an in-
ventory of all implements and goods belonging to the almshouse together
with their common seal and all books, writings, charters and evidences,
and anything else relating thereto, and deliver it to the new Masters in
the presence of the Treasurer and Chamberlains,

This order is enacted by Mr. Treasurer and the Chamberlains with the
whole consent of the 24 assistants and the commonalty of the said town
and is engrossed on parchment, and [sealed] with the town seal, kept in the
treasure-house. For the everlasting good order and maintainance of the
godly poor people of this almshouse, these statutes are to be kept and
not broken.



220

THE STATUTES OF SAFFRON WALDEN ALMSHOUSES.

Fol. 37v. the 26'" daye of December 1577

an order taken for Landes & hereditamentes belongyng to this howse as
followyth
Memorandum then yt is fullyr concluded agreed and condiscended at the
accompt of the M of this howse then taken by MY Nycolles,
Mr Threasurer, M* Chamberleynes of this towne and other the greater
number of the assistantes that no Landes Tenementes or hereditamentes
shall at eny tyme hereafter be graunted or demysed to eny Straunger not
Inhabyting w'"in this towne. But fyrst one of the xxiiij assistantes of
this towne or the Threasorer & Chamberleynes for the tyme beynge to
have the preferment of everyve such demyse or graunt of the same &
next after eny other Inhabitant in this towne beynge Inhabytinge here by
the space of ten veres next before such graunt or demyse paying so mutch
therefore bona fide sine fraude as eny other wyll gyve for the
same apon surveye thereof made by the said Threasorer Chamberlaynes
& Assistantes or the more part of them

Henry Leder

C Nycolls Recorder

Wryllyam Malyn C Byrd

Willim Barreye Janys Moc’ull
Thomas Barrydaunce Thomas Clarke

John Harne John Swallawe
Hililm Adam Thomas Martyn
John Strachye Thomas . . . fect
Recherd Geppes Wm, Strachey senior
John Jaxson Wyllm Turner

James Iderych

Fol. 3843  Blank

Fol. 452, Signature of N, Ereswell, and one deleted.

Fol. 46  Cover, pasted down, has Sarum calendar for July.
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Fol. 37v. 26 December, 1577.

An order taken for lands and tenements belonging to this house as fol-
loweth:
Memorandum, It is fully concluded, agreed, and condescended at the
time of the Masters of this house presenting their accounts to Mr. Nicolls,
Mr. Treasurer, Mr. Chamberlain and the greater number of the assistants,
that no lands, tenements, or hereditaments shall at any time hereafter be
granted or demised to anyone not living in this town. One of the twenty-
four assistants or the Treasurer and Chamberlains for the time being to
have the preferment of every such demise and grant, and after them any
inhabitant of the town of ten years’ standing, paying therefore, in good
faith and without fraud as much as any other will give upon a survey
made by the said Treasurer, Chamberlains and Assistants, or the majority
of them.
Henry Leder; C. Nycolls, recorder; William Malyn; C, Byrd;
William Barreye; Janys Moc'ull; Thomas Barrydaunce; Thomas
Clarke; John Harne; John Swallawe; Hililm' Adam: Thomas
Martyn; John Strachye; Thomas . . . fect’; Richard Geppes;
William Strachey, senior; John Jackson; William Turner; James
Iderych.

Fol. 3845 Blank
Fol. 45v. Signature of N[icholas] Ereswell, and one deleted,

Fol. 46  Cover, pasted down, has Sarum calendar for July.

[The book on the Strachey family—an American publication, issued by the Duke
University Press—was not available when the footnote on page 197 was added, but the
Colchester Public Library is to be Lnn;..mlulu:ul on recently obtaining a copy. An account
of the Stracheys of Sdﬁﬂ).'l Walden (1513-1587) occurs on page 11. Of Sir Charles Strachey
it is stated (p. 210) that ‘ he was particularly interested in the es Stracheys of Essex

. and he pursued his inv ions of thun partly through the help of a membership
in the Essex Archmological Seci —G.M.B.]

I wish to express my thanks to the Town Clerk of Saffron Walden,
Myr. H. C. Stacey, for so readily making the original manuscript avail-
able to me from time to time. I am especially grateful to our Hon.
Editor, the Rev. G. Montagu Benton, M.A., F.S.A., for giving me the
benefit of his scholarship on many points, and for exercising much
patience in seeing this article through the press—F.IV.S.

S Ter
2

2 The first two or three letters of this surname cannot be deciphered.



BOOKS CONNECTED WITH THE
VERE FAMILY AND BARKING ABBEY.

By A. I. DOYLE, M.A., Ph.D.

THE late H. W. Lewer, F.S.A., printing the last will of Elizabeth
Countess of Oxford, 1537, in these pages some years ago,' justly
remarked that ‘ her personality, as revealed by her will, reflects the
deep devotional feeling and active charity of her age’; and added
‘ Happily, at least one relic associated with Lady Oxford has come
down to us in the shape of a piece of ecclesiastical embroidery which
is described in this part of the Transactions’.® 1 want to describe, in
what follows, two books which belonged to the same noblewoman,
and which reflect in other ways the characteristics observed by Mr.
Lewer. The more interesting of the two illustrates, besides, a wide
if fragmentary hinterland of social and intellectual relations, of great
importance for the history of native literature and religion at the end
of the middle ages in England. Some of the facts involved have been
to some extent traced by other students, though incompletely, while
some which cannot be conveniently treated here will, I hope, be dis-
cussed at length in other places by the present writer. It will be
necessary, however, to repeat or anticipate the ascertainable and
hypothetical stories of the manuscripts most closely allied to that which
is the chief subject of this investigation. This in order to suggest, if
not to establish, the likely provenance and purpose of the volume, in
conjunction with the evidence from its original contents, material
execution, subsequent additions, and explicit inseriptions, The focus
of interest will in fact be certain literary associations of the leading
family and nunnery of Essex, but reaching beyond the county.

I

The first half of Harley MS. 1706 in the British Museum is sub-
stantially a duplicate of the whole (when perfect) of Douce MS. 322
in the Bodleian Library, Oxford; although the former has had a good
deal added to its contents, while the latter has lost some of its leaves,
subsequently to their first making. Not only are the lists of pieces
in each volume parallel, but their respective texts have been con-
stantly ]udned by scholars editing or collating them, to correspond so
nearly in readings that one of the two must have been copied from

1 Trans, E.A.S., vol. xx (¥.5.), pp. 7-16.
Ibid., pp. 97-9, by the Rev. G. Montagu Benton.
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the other, or both must have had a common source, now vanished.!
Harley also reproduces most features of the appearance and arrange-
ment of Douce, but careful comparison shows that the latter is
in detail and almost always verbally superior, so that it was probably
prior in preparation to Harley, and possibly the sole exemplar for it.
The reverse is very difficult to conceive, after such a comparison, and
if we still concede that there may once have been another like volume,
a source or sister of both, it must have resembled Douce much more
precisely in every point than it can have done Harley. We are there-
fore justified in taking Douce as practically being or effectually repre-
senting, for our purposes, the original compilation, and have no need
to suppose another. T hope to show elsewhere how its collection of
items, of verse and prose of several types, may have been built up
from groups of pieces in other extant or presumable manuscript
volumes, which may themselves be connected with places and people
akin to those we can show to have been concerned with Douce and
Harley.

Both are of what would be called in printed books small folio format
(the actual dimensions of Douce 27.5 x 18 em., of Harley 26 x 18 em.),
and are of parchment throughout; for the most part written in two
columns, and in a couple of sizes and styles of script customary in
the middle and second half of the fifteenth century, though individu-
ally distinctive in certain points, Leaving aside, for the time being,
consideration of the second hall of Harley, which never had any
parallel, so far as we can tell, in Douce, all the work is sufficiently
uniform, or regularly varying, to have been done by a single hand in
sach case (that is, for the text and rubrics, not the flourishing and
illumination, nor the few pictures).”

In Decuce there are a number of separable sections, produced in
co-ordination, but perhaps not consccutively as they are bound to-day.
One sign of Harley’s probable dependence is that all the other features
and sequence of Douce are reproduced, but the marks of the latter
volume’s particular purpose and manner of compilation are obliterated
by the rapid abandonment of page-for-page transcription, and the
omission of specially significant decoration.?

Harley is also characterised by obvious hastiness and carelessness in
contrast with Douce, both superficially and minutely, as already said,
so that we might be inclined to suppose the scribe of Harley a less

1 See the particulars in the footnotes to the description below.

2 The Bodleian Summary Catalogue assigns the first section in Douce to a different
hand; in my view it is merely a diffcrence of manner perfectly compatible with the
rest of the volume.

3 Which should appear from the details of foliation given below, without specification
of the columns.
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well-schooled or amateurish one, deriving from his model whatever
standards and style he observes. But it was not necessarily so, since
in the later middle ages there were many kinds of both paid, pro-
fessional, pens, and also non-commercial yet trained ones, as well as
merely self-taught imitators, especially for vernacular literature. By
whatever sort of copyist, and in whatever circumstances the bulk of
the labour was done, the conventional colouring of main initials, oc-
casional capitals, paragraph-marks running titles, marginal notes
and so on, in blue and red, was probably here, in Douce and Harley,
as normally, the task of a specialist (the ‘ flourisher”). Harley, how-
ever, has none of the illuminated ‘ champs’ and ‘ vinets ’ (foliage-like
extensions of initials into and round the margins of the page), armorial
escutcheons, and historiated text-illustrations, which occur in Douce
and give valuable indications of its origins, Except for one plain
pen-drawing, matching one in Douce, reduced expense, competence,
or relevance must have brought about their absence from Harley, it
being intended rather as a utilitarian replica, not a rival of Douce’s
special character.,

Each book contains a list of contents, nearly identical,’ preceding
the texts in Douce (f. lv), but following in Harley (f. 95r.—PL I).
Neither these nor the fuller ones given in the printed catalogue
descriptions® are complete or exact enough to provide a proper notion
of the scope and affiliations of this unusually inclusive gathering of
Middle English devotional literature, It is therefore as well to rehearse
and annotate the details here, before summarizing what can be dis-
covered about the background of Douce, and after that discussing
the origins, additions, and associations of Harley at length.

First, in single columns, by the larger book-hands of both volumes
(Douce, ff. 2r-7v; Harley, ff. 3r-8v), is ‘ a kalendare in englysshe made
in baladys; by dan John lydegat monke of Bury whych ys a fayre
prayer: a poetical paraphrase, in stanzas, of the standard
Sarum liturgical kalendar, ascribed only here (at the end, in the lower
margin of Douce, as if an after-thought) to the most prolific of
Middle English authors, who died in 1449.* Then follow, in two

1 The ABC of Aristotle, at the end, is not listed in Douce, and is not now in fact

present, though it may have been originally.
2 Catalogue of printed books & manuscripts bequeathed by F. Douce (1840), p. 55;
Summary Catalogue of Western MSS., vol. iv (1897), pp. 593-5; Catalogue of Harleian
MSS. (Record Commission, 1808), vol. ii, pp. 178-9; Carleton Brown, A register of
Middle English religious & didactic verse (Bibliographical Society, 1916), pt. I, pp.
118, 312-3.

3 C. Brown & R. H. Robbins, Index of M.E. Ferse (1943), no. 1721; to which may
be added an imperfect copy in St. John's College, Oxford, Arch.A.50, bound with early
printed matter. Edited by H. N. MacCracken, Minor poems of J. Lydgate, vol. i
(E.E.T.S. 1911), pp. 363-76.
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columns but a similar size and style of script, Canticus Amoris (to Our
Lord)," ‘ Prayeres’ (on the seven sheddings of His Blood),” and an
appeal in His Name on the refrain Quia amore languco,”* all in English
verse (DD 8r-9v; H 9r-10v). Likewise, but in a smaller and more current
manner of writing, except for rubrics and Latin quotations still in
the bolder style, come next (D 10r-15r; 11 11r-15v) ‘ the nyne lessons
of the Dirige which Job made in hys tribulacion lying in the donghyll’,
ascribed here erroneously to Richard [Rolle, hermit of] Hampole
(d. 1349), no doubt because of his well-known Latin exposition of the
same theme from the Office of the Dead;® and ‘a tretyse of Parce
Michi Domine’, a moralising chanson d’aventure on that cognate
refrain (D 15r-16v; H 16r-17v)." There is then a prose confession of
the seven deadly sins in the first person singular (D 17r-v; H 17v-18r),
of which there is another example later; ‘ Hec sex observanda sunt
omni cristiano in extremis ’, Latin maxims followed by an expansion
in English verse,® both in a larger script again (D 18r-19r; H 18v-19r);
and two brief notes or extracts, ‘A descripcioun of feythe, hope, and
charyte ’, and ¢ Thorough two thynges principally may a man knowe
whether he be meke or no’, in prose (D 19r-v; H 19r-v), Next, two
sets of stanzas on mortality, with an intervening statement that they
were ‘ taken owte off the boke of John lucas’ (being in fact derived
from Lydgate’s Fall of Princes),” preceded in both manuscripts by

1 Index 1781, to which certain corrections should be made. Ed. C. Brown, Fourteenth-
century religious lyries (1924), pp. 61-5; cf. notes, pp. 262-3, according to which D. and
H. agree repeatedly.

2 Index 2352; ed. Brown, Fifteenth-century religious lyries (1939), pp. 135-6. Occurs
again in the second half of Harley appended to a meditation on the same subject; other-
wise only in the duplicate manuscripts Longleat House 30 and Huntington HM 142, the
latter made by ‘I'. Werken in 1467 (cf. H. C. Schulz, Humt. Lib. Quarterly, vol. iii,
pp. 443-65: R, A. B, Mynors, Trans. Camb. Bibl. Soc., vol. i, pp. 97-104).

3 Index 1460; Brown, I4th-cent., pp. 234-7, 286: D. and H. the fullest copies,
* sister manuscripts . . . only the most trifling scribal variations '

1 Index 1854; ed. C. Horstman, Early English Writers (1896), vol. ii, pp. 381-9.
Cf. H. E. Allen, Writings attributed to R. Rolle (1927), pp. 368-9. ‘The same rubric and
ascription in Trinity College, Cambridge, MS.R.3.21, whose close connection with D. and
H. 1 hope to treat clsewhere. It is probably from the same scriptorium as Douce,
c. 1470-80.

5 Index 561; ed. Brown, I35th-cent., pp. 208-13. D. and H. again nearest.

¢ Index 741; only these texts, unprinted. Cf. Latin in Jesus College, Cambridge,
MS.Q.D.4 (M. R. James' Catalogue, no. 46), 15th-century.

T Index 3143; ed. MacCracken. op. cit., vol, ii, pp. 655-7. Rightly but not preciscly
assigned by the latter, after other conjectures; followed by H. Bergen, Fall of Princes
(E.E.T.S. 1924-7), vol. iv, p. 103, and contradicted by W. J. Wager, Philol. Quarterly,
vol. xv, pp. 377-83. The stanzas are actually (except for nos. 1, 2 and 4) all from
Book 1; lines 764-70, 806-12, 918-24, 925-31, 960-6, with some minor alterations. I shall
deal elsewhere with the evidence for the inferiority (pace Mr. Wager) of D. and H., in
which they agree, to the original work and another copy of the stanzas, perhaps also
derived from the book of John lLucas. If not simply a mistake for Bocas (Bocceaccio,
Lydgate's source), as Dr. MacCracken suggested, the person named may have been one
of those listed by Wager, such as the prebendary of St. Stephen's, Westminster, 1447-36,
or the incumbent of several Essex churches, who died in 1477,
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a picture of death as a skeleton with bell and spear (D 19v; H 19v);
then, in prose, the writing of the text becoming smaller and more
current again (and remaining so for the rest of both books so far as
they are parallel), ‘ the fyfte chapytle of a tretyce called Orilogium
Sapiencie in maner of a dialog and treteth howe we shull lerne to dye’
from the English version (known as the Seven Points of True Love
and Everlasting Wisdom)' of Heinrich Suso’s allegorical-mystical work
(D 20r-25v; H 20r-24v); another extract on the same subject from an
English version of the Somme le Roi of I'rere Lorens,” called here
“Toure of all Toures’ (D 25v-26v; H 24v-25v); ‘ the Book of crafte
of dying’ (D 26v-39r; H 25v-36v) in which much of the matter of
chapter 5 of the Horologinum is again to be found;* ‘ a tretyse of gostly
batayle ” (D 39r-52v; H 36v-47v), a moralisation of the equipment of
a knight;* an English version of the Scala Claustralium by Guigo 11,
prior of the Grande Chartreuse, of which there is only one other
copy known® (D 52v-61v; H 47v-54r); a short saying on the Blessed
Sacrament attributed to ‘St Albert the Bishop ', also in English
prose, and a Latin note ascribed to ‘ Magister Adamus Cartusiensis
Doctor " (D 62r-v; H 54r-v); © a lytell short tretys * giving the opinions
of six masters on the spiritual benefits of tribulation, a Latin passage
Nota de paciencia infirmitatis, and an English version of the common
treatise on the twelve profits of tribulation by Peter of Blois®
(D 62v-77v; H 54v-66v); ‘ the xij chapitres whyche Richard Hampole
the Ermyte made howe that a man shulde lyve in contemplacion’, one
of several extant English versions of Rolle’s epistle De emendatione

1 Ed. C. Horstman, Anglia, vol, x, pp. 323-89. Adapted for a lady by her chaplain
before 1419, and much copied in whole or part during the subsequent century, including
an cdition by Caxton in 1491, D, and H. grouped together by W. Wichgraf, Anglia.
vol. liii, pp. 129-30, and not very distant from Caxton’s text (complete).

2 Cf. W. N. Francis, Book of Vices & Virtues (E.E.T.S. 1942), p. xxxvi. D. and H.
¢ from a common original below the archetype’

3 Ed. Horstman, Early Eng. Writers, vol. ii, pp. 406-20. D. and H. textually affili-
ated, against the other copies collated.

v Ibid., pp. 420-36: partly paralleled in the Poor Caitiff—see below.

& Cf. E. M. Thompson, Carthusian Order in England (1930), pp. 338-9. Ed. P.
Hodgson, Deanise hid divinite (E.E.T.S. 1955), pp. 100-117. D. and H. are judged to
be inferior, and agree against Cambridge University Library Ff.vi.33, which was written
about 1500 by a Carthusian monk of Sheen, probably for the neighbouring Brigittine nuns
of Syon abbey.

¢ To be edited by the present writer in another place. D. and H. again agree
peculiarly (along with Trinity R.3.21).

7 “Hec sunt que Maria Magdalena immo circumspeccionis emit aromata cognicio,
videlicet proprin compunccio. Interna, [sic] confessio pura. et satisfaccio condigna.’
For Adam cf. E. M. Thompson, op: ¢it., pp. 336-8, etc. There are no grounds for
giving to him more than this one piece from these two manuscripts.

§  Each item of this group (ed. Horstman, op. cit., vol. ii, pp. 389-406) found also
separately, There are several other English renderings of the third item (Latin ed. J. P.
Migne. P.L. tom. 207, col. 989 et seq.).
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vitee,' with his name and date of death and tables of chapters in
English and Latin prefixed (D 78r-94r; H 67r-80v); Meditacio Sancti
Augustini in English prose,” a spurious attribution to that Father
(D 94r-97r; H 81r-83v); ‘ howe a man or woman of sympyl connyng
shall make hys prayer to god almyghty * (D 97r-7; H 83r-84r),% the
last chapter of the Contemplations of the Dread and Love of God,
a treatise found as a whole in the second half of Harley and a
number of other manuscripts and early printings, as well as this
part alone; “a confession whyche ys also a prayer made by Seynt
Brandon’ (H 84r-88r), resembling a form already noted but more
extensive, running through the commandments, works of mercy, and
so on, besides the deadly sins;* ‘the Charter of hevynly herytage’
(H 88r-90r), a section from the popular theological compendium en-
titled, after its author’s self-appellation, the Poor Caitiff, often found
fragmentarily;® ¢ Consyderacion off man hym sylfe’, the Monita or
Consilia Isidori and a passage Augustinus de contemptu mundi, both
in English prose and both spurious ascriptions, followed by English
and Latin verses on the same ideas (H 90r-93r)—a group® which occurs
again in the second half of Harley;  Arystotles ABC made be Mayster
Benett’ (H 94r), an alliterative gnomic poem possibly by Benedict
Burgh, rector of Sandon (1440) and Sible Hedingham (1450), pre-
bendary of St. Paul’s and archdeacon of Colchester (1465), etc., who
completed one of Lydgate’s works and was a didactic author in the
same tradition (d. 1483);7 and finally (H 94v), in prose, an account of
seven degrees of humility, according to St. Anselm ‘in a booke of
contemplacion ’, and seven degrees of pride. This, with the table of
contents (f. 95r), concludes the first part of Harley and what was, it is

1 Cf, Allen, op. ¢it.,, pp. 240-2, for this and other translations.

* Ed. Horstman, op. cit., vol. ii, pp. 377-80; * MS. H. is, in this as in other picces,
a copy of D.". .

3 The end of this and parts of the following items have been misbound or lost in
Douce—see note below.

4 Cf. R. H. Bowers, Archiv, f.d. Studium d. neweren Sprachen, bd. 175, pp. 40-9.

3 More than 30 manuscripts of the whole and 20 of selections survive. The Charter,
often found independently, is printed by M. C. Spalding, Middle English Charters of
Christ (1914), pp. 98-102: the whole work is to be edited by Sister M. T. Brady.

¢ Ed. Horstman, op. cit., vol. ii, pp. 367-74. The first item occurs separately in
l.atin and English elsewhere; the second, with other picces, in Camb. Univ. Lib. MS,
1.1. v. 18, and, according to W, O, Ross, M.E. Sermons (E.E.T.S. 1936), pp. lxv, 98-9,
in a sermon quotation, but rather a rendering of the samc source, by him identified as
the Meditationes ascribed doubtfully to St. Bernard, chapter 3; the third is Index 4160,
ed. Brown, I4th-cent, lyrics, pp. 237-9.

7 Index 3793; R. Newcourt, Repertorium (1708). vol. i, pp. 90, 146; vol, ii, 323, 517
cf. S. Moore, Publ. Mod. Lang. Assoec,, vol. 28, pp. 89-91,

S Cf. Eadmeri liber de S. Anselmi similitudinibus, P.L. tom. 139, col. 663-6: and
the 15th-century English Disce Mori, composed for a nun or an anchoress and circulating
in the Eastern Counties: see Jesus College, Oxford, MS. 39, pp. 480-2.
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safe to suppose, the whole of Douce 322 before the last few items be-
came somewhat misbound and deficient,* though there is no proof of
their presence, beyond the Charter mentioned in its contents-table.

IT

At the front of Douce 322 there is an engrossed contemporary in-
scription stating that the volume was intended as a gift from William
Baron, Esq., to the Dominican priory of Dartford (Kent), for the
personal use of Petronilla Wrattisley, a nun there and ‘nece’ of the
donor.® There is every reason for taking this at its face value but,
like many medieval ex-libris, it is somewhat ambiguous in implication,
and only to be interpreted with circumspection, in the light of all the
relevant facts and possibilities, After due consideration, however, we
may be confirmed in the presumption that this very manuscript was the
original collection, compiled from various other volumes for such a
purpose as that declared in the front, by a professional scriptorium
working with the assistance of non-commercial literary resources; and
at the direction and expense of someone of substance and influence in
metropolitan milieux, both secular and religious, towards the end of
the third quarter of the fifteenth century, or a little later, approxi-
mately.

The people named in the inscription have been provisionally
identified,® and some of their associations may be traced further (as
I hope to do elsewhere), but there is no need to do more than refer
to the outlines here, in order to illuminate the pre-history of
Harley 1706 so far as it is dependent on Douce.

William Baron, a gentleman of a Berkshire family, was, from about
1430 to 1470, active both at Westminster and in London, as an officer
of the Royal Exchequer and a participant in city affairs. He married
a daughter of the important bourgeois family of Knollys (with Hert-
fordshire estates), lived for at least some years in the neighbourhood
(St. Bartholomew’s Close) where I believe Douce may have been exe-
cuted, and was buried nearby in the London Charterhouse, from which
certain of its contents may have been drawn. His grand-daughter,
as she was most probably (unless we attribute the gift to a speculative

1 The prablems of Douce will be described, I hope, in an article in another place;
the collation of the first half of Harley, simpler than Douce or its own second half, is as
follows: 2 preliminary conjoint leaves, signatures a to [ in gatherings of eight, m
originally of six but mS§, probably a blank, now gone—making in all 95 leaves foliated
in pencil. 1 have disregarded another inconsistent foliation in ink.

2 Douce Catalogue, p. 35; Summary Catalogue, no, 21896.

* Ibid,, by G. Wrottesley, History of Wrottesleys (1903), pp. 238-40; W. J. Wager,
loe. cit.; H. E. Allen, op. cit., p. 240; elc.
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son and namesake of the above William), can hardly have been fully
professed as a nun (and so styled sister”) at Dartford before about
1480, in view of the date of her parents’ marriage and her supposed
place amongst their children; but, like many girls of prosperous
families, she may have entered the convent for her education and with
the idea of that vocation much earlier, and so the manuscript could
have been prepared and completed for her, Or it may have been
designed initially for another person in a similar situation, known or
related to the same donor or his wife, for both had other kinsfolk in
nunneries, including Dartford itself, at this time. The production of
the volume, from starting the collection to the last finishing of the
book, may indeed have taken several years; the comparable, though
very much larger, Vernon and Simeon manuscripts may have been as
long as 10-15 years in making, probably for devout noblewomen under
clerical direction in the West Midlands almost a century previously.'
We cannot definitely decide what intervals supervened between Baron’s
(or some other person’s) inception of the work, its completion, the
intention of the gift as expressed, and the inscription; nor is there any
positive evidence that the manuscript ever reached Dartford, though
there is no good reason for doubting that it did.

When we come to Harley 1706, we must recognize that its first
portion may have been transcribed from Douce (or the possible replica)
at any time between the virtual completion of the collection as we see
it and the beginning of the next century (i.e., ¢.1475-1500). Though
narrowly modelled on Douce in most particulars, Harley is unlikely, in
my judgment, to be from the same shop, or, if so, it is probably a good
deal later, since it is so inferior. The second portion of Harley, even
more clearly, speaks a lapse of competence or time, and a change of
conditions. Yet one editor formed the impression that the scribe of
this latter part employed, in repeating a few texts already repre-
sented in the first part, the identical exemplars used for Douce.”
This, if true (and more collation would be advisable to be sure), is
by no means incompatible with my hypothesis, for they may well have
been still accessible, even at Dartford, so close was the circle of com-
munities and individuals interested in the exchange of suitable religious
reading-matter in this region about this time. The duplication and en-
largement on similar lines in Harley 1706 implies some resemblance
of motive to that behind Douce; and the incidental evidence also
suggests that it may have been done for a devout woman reader, or

1 Staffordshire, e. 1390-14002 Cf. M. S. Serjeantson, AMod. Lang. Rev., vol. xxxii,
pp. 227, 321, ete.; H, E. Allen, Times Lit, Suppl., 8 Feb., 1936, and her promised study
of the tradition of vernacular literature for devout women,

2 Horstman’s judgment, which has not been tested by the present writer.
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readers and listeners, in a convent or piously-inclined lay household,
somehow in touch, perhaps by intermediaries, with the context of
Douce. To support this contention it is best now to treat Harley 1706
in detail.

111

First in the latter part of Harley 1706, after the contents-table
of the preceding portioh, comes a section in single columns, started
by one hand and finished by another (changing on f. 104v, without
break of text), both of late fifteenth-century aspect, though the one
more elaborate than the other' (96r-105v). They are jointly respon-
sible for a ‘ Complaint of the dying creature’ which is otherwise
found only, to the best of my knowledge, in four editions by Wynkyn
de Worde, from his Fleet Street address, in 1506, 1507, 1514, and
again [1531-4?] without date* The manuscript and printed texts
correspond closely but not absolutely, and the introductory rubrics
differ considerably, so that they may be immediately independent, yet
hardly far removed from a common original, perhaps a translation
from French.”

There follows a new series of signed yet apparently irregular
gatherings (difficult to collate thoroughly), in two columns, with
rubrics, by one hand of a type not unlike the chief script of the
first half of the volume, but a good deal larger, unwieldy, and rather
more that of an amateur’s efforts. But I have already given reasons
for hesitation about this, The contents of this last portion of the
manuscript comprise the pious prose tracts or meditations called the
Mirror of Sinners and the Three Arrows* (ff. 106r-114v); an extract
on four profitable things (from Rolle’s Form of Perfect Living), pre-
facing a treatise on remedies against spiritual temptations (derived
from a Latin one by William Flete) which, besides occurring in several
other manuscripts, was twice printed by Wynkyn de Worde, in 1508
and 1519° (114v-139v); the ‘ gadered counseylles of seynte Isodre’

! Added at the end is a cryptic contemporary colophon, in different ink, * quod
snypp * (?), perhans actually in cipher,

* A, W. Pollard and G. R. Redgrave, A short-title catalogue of English books I475-
1640 (Bibl, Soc. 1926), noi. 6034-5a; H. S. Bennett, English books and readers, 1475-
1557 (1952), p. 247. To these should be prefixed an unrecorded earlier edition of 1506—
see The Durham Philobiblon, vol. i, pp. 68-9.

There was a contemporary Complainte de 'ame damnee, often reprinted (Gesamthat-
alog d. Wiegendrucke, no. 7264 et seq.), but S.T.C. 3609 is apparently the English
version of that.

' Ed. Horstman, op. cit., vol. ii, pp. 436-40, 446-9; very commonly found together,
as well as singly.

* S.7.C. 21262-3; ed. Horstman, op. cit.,, vol. ii, pp. 106-23; cf. Allen, op. cit.,
pp. 359-61, The Latin and a couple of more literal renderings into English to be edited
by Fr. B. Hackett, 0.5.A, For Flete see E. G. Gari'ner, St. Cathsrine of Siena (1907),
and A. Gwynn, The English Austin friars in the time of Wyclif (1940). dassim.
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with the same picces appended as earlier in the volume, only with
the addition of nine points of perfection and another moral sentence
in prose' (140r-154v); the Contemplations of the dread and love of
God, also printed twice by de Worde, 1506 and without date [15252],
surviving in many other manuscripts (154v-204v); and finally (205r-
214v), in single columns, a number of short didactic and devotional
poems—on the decalogue, deadly sins, virtues, works of mercy, wits,
beatitudes, and so on;* a lesson for a child,® a meditation on the shed-
dings of Our Lord’s Blood,” a related prayer® found already near the
beginning of both Douce and Harley, and a moralisation on the ages
of man;” with a couple of prose notes interjected, one on the wounds
of Our Lord,® the other on spiritual reading (ff. 210r and 212v, re-
spectively). The latter may be quoted appropriately at this juncture:

We schulde rede and use bokes in to this ende and entente. for formys
of preysynge and preyynge to god. to oure lady seynte marve and to alle
the seyntes. that we myghte have by the forseyd use of redynge under-
stondynge of god of hys benyfetys of hys lawe. of hys servyce or sume other
goodly and gestely trowthis. or ellys that we myghte have good affeceyon
toward god and hys seyntes and hys servyce to be gendryd and geten.

Here is expressed a notion of literature that is peculiarly religious, in
the medieval sense of the last word, meaning a regular habit of mind
and living, shared by solitaries and widows in vows, however, besides
monks, nuns, and friars, and accepted as something to be emulated,
so far ag possible, by earnest seculars, clerks and layfolk, Douce 322
and Harley 1706 are excellent if exceptional examples of the results of
this state of ideas and affairs. A great many other English texts and
manuscripts also reflect it in varying degrees.

If it is not merely coincidence that three items in the second half
of Harley were printed as separate pamphlets by Wynkyn de Worde
in the early years of the sixteenth century, it may be taken, with
what has been indicated of its antecedents and what has still to be
told of its subsequent story, towards assigning the volume’s completion
and enlargement to the period between 1480 and 1500 or a little later,

' Also thus in Trinity College, Cambridge, MS. B.15.39, mid-15th-century.

* S.T.C, 21259-60; ed. Horstman, ep. eit., vol. ii, pp. 72-105.

3 Index 3685, 2770, 469, 3041, 3262, 1815, 1126, 505, 475, 1746; mostly unprinted,
some unique copies, others found together in certain manuscripts, e.g., Camb. Univ. Lib.
Ff. ii. 38 (with the poem Pety Job and also the prose Three Arrows), or Harley 2339
(with the Mirror of Sinners, Three Arrows, etc. Cf. description in Dominican Studies,
vol. iii, pp. 351-2, by the present writer), both mid-15th-century.

i Index 1416.

i Index 1748.

8 Index 2352,

T Index 880; ed. Brown, ISth-cent. lyrics, pp. 233-6.

8 Ibid., pp. 322-3, professedly based on St. Anselm again.
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with some gap between the two halves of the work; and to the vicinity
of the capital, as has been intimated already. There is evidence, more-
over, that Harley was not only made but also kept and used in con-
ditions not far removed from those for which Douce 322 was destined.
On f.215r, an end-leaf, there have been added, by a roughly con-
temporary (late fifteenth- or early sixteenth-century) hand, Latin
suffrages to Saint Ethelburga,' on which Humfrey Wanley in his
catalogue of the Harleian manuscripts® commented characteristically
as follows: —

From these short Collects a Question is started, in the Account given of
this Book, in the Great Catalogue of MSS. printed at Oxford,® Whether this
Book did not belong to Ely-Abbey? To which an Answer may, with
probability enough, be returned in the negative; for as much as our Ethel-
burga was not the Ely-Saint (but St. Etheldrith wife to Ecgfrid King of the
Northumbrians) & it appears, that St Ethelburg was much about the same
Time sett over the New Monastery of Nuns, which her brother Erkenwald
Bishop of London had built at Barking; to which place if this book had
been given, in all likelvhood it would have staied there till after the Dis-
solution thereof, But before the Dissolution 'tis certain that it was the proper
goods of a very great Lady, who was first the wife of William Viscount
Beaumont (who died the 23 December 24 Hen. VII) in which capacity she
wrote her Name herein (Elysabeth Beaumont) twice, as may be seen at fol.
11 & 216 in the former place writing thus ‘ Thys ys my Boke’. She was
afterwards married to John Vere Earl of Oxford, and as such (or at least
as his widow, for she survived him many years) she entered her Name four
times more, to be seen at fol, 3. 93b, 95 & 214b. in which last Page, at the
top thereof, are these words, ‘ Thys yes my Boke; quod Elysabeth Oxynforde .

The facts as stated above are largely indisputable, but closer study
and broader knowledge of the manuscript’s associations enable one to
qualify Wanley’s conclusions in some respects.

The assumption that the book, if once the property of Barking,
could not have come into the Countess of Oxford’s hands, as it cer-
tainly did, before the dissolution of the monastery, may be challenged
on general grounds, in that such alienation can be shown to have
been by no means uncommon, especially with vernacular writings
which were more often than not in individual rather than communal
custody; and in view of the known relations of members of the
nunneries of Barking and Dartford with the Countess’s immediate
circle of family and friends, and the notable inter-communications be-
tween these religious houses and certain others in and azbout London

1 Not recorded by C. U. ]J. Chevalier, Repertorium Hymnologicum (Analecta Bol-
landiana, 1892-1920), with respect to the verse parts.

2 Record Commission edition (1808), vol. ii, pp. 178-9. TFor Wanley sece D. C.
Douglas, English Schelars (1943), pp. 120-47, csp. 138-40.

3 Catalogus Manuseriptorum Anglie, ed. E. Bernard (1697), tom. ii, pt. i, no. 6853.
Wanley collaborated in this work, but not here.
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throughout the fifteenth century regarding native devotional liter-
ature. There is at least one Middle LEnglish prose manuscript which
may have migrated from Dartford to Barking, or else illustrates the
same sort of movement, and motivation, less definitely. It is Additional
MS. 10596 in the British Museum, made up of two sections: the first,
the Craft of Dying, found also in Douce and Harley (and perhaps
directly allied in text), copied by a Dominican, it seems, and there-
fore possibly for nuns of the same order, of which Dartford was the
only house in England; the second, extracts of Scripture, meditations
and prayers in English, apparently written by or for one nun of
Barking and owned afterwards by another one or more, having on
its end-leaves, too, suffrages to St. Ethelburga like Harley 1706, of
about the same time—the early sixteenth century, when the two halves
must have been united, if not before.!

It may be sxg,mﬁumt that there are two annotations in the margins
of Harlu.' 706 which seem to imply more than ordinary lay lefunmg
and interests, particularly that on f. 18r: *

Item pius nota. Nota, Nichil prodest homini ieiunare et orare et alia
religionis opera agere nisi mens ab iniquitate revocetur

—presumably a quotation from an earlier theologian, like that on
f. 116v, corresponding to what in the English text there (the treatise on
spiritual temptations) is attributed to St. Augustine.* These may have
been made by a clerk acting as chaplain or confessor, either to a
convent of nuns (perhaps like the Dominican who wrote Add. 10596),
or to a noblewoman like the Countess of Oxford, who would seem to
have had a special regard for the idea and practice of contemplative
religious life. These possibilities are not mutually exclusive, and the
more one examines the circumstances, the more one is inclined to try
to reconcile them,

v

Elizabeth, by marriage firstly Beaumont and then Vere, the Countess
of Oxford already mentioned more than once, was born one of the
daughters of Richard, younger son of Henry, 4th baron Scrope of

! See Appendix on Barking books,

® Below part of the confession in terms of the deadly sins.

# *Ttem est ideo [peccatum?] voluntarium quia [id quod?] non sit volun[tarium] non
est peccatum '—badly trimmed; cf. Horstman, op. cit., vol. ii, p. 107. A quotation from
St. Augustine’s De vera religione, derived, Fr., Hackett points out, from Flete's treatise.
On f. 94v there is also the distich  Seculi leticia: est impunita nequicia ' by a contem-
porary clerkly hand.

F
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Bolton.! Many of her forebears and their wives, and her kinsfolk in
the collatera] line of the Scropes of Upshall and Masham, were owners
of Latin, French, and English books, chiefly of pious character; and
they were constantly connected by blood, friendship, and other sym-
pathies with inhabitants of the principal English religious houses of
the stricter orders, where such literature was pre-eminently cultivated,
both in the North' of England (whence the family drew its origin and
sustenance) and in the South equally (where its members were in-
volved in political and social activities).”

We may instance Ann, wife of John, 5th lord Scrope of Bolton
(uncle of Elizabeth), as probably the original owner of Harley 4012,
a volume of English writings comparable with Harley 1706 in its
constitution and, together with her will, reflecting her ties with the
nunneries of Eastern England as well as other personal and local
connections.” We may likewise note certain relationships of Elizabeth
Scrope which may help to explain the crucial links between Douce
322, Harley 1706, Dartford priory, Barking abbey and herself,

The prioress of Dartford from about 1442 till at least 1458 had
been Margaret, aunt of William Beaumont, Elizabeth’s first husband;
about 1471-2 it was Joan, an aunt or cousin of her own." At Barking
her sister Ann was a nun, apparently in 1483, certainly in 1515, and
held the office of cellaress in 1527;% Margaret Scrope, a nun in 1513,
chantress in 1527, was described as a cousin in the Countess’s will in
1537, was pensioned at the dissolution of the convent in 1539, and
later gave away an English devotional book which had been in the
house for well over a century (see Appendix), One could probably

' G. E. Cokayne and V. Gibbs, Complete Peerage (1920- ), vol, ii, pp. 63-4; vol. x,
p. 243,

® A special essay could be written on the literary interests of the Scropes during the
fifteenth century, extending the work of Sir N. H. Nicolas on the history of the family
and of Miss Allen on their patronage of Rolle, ete. (op. cit., pp. 504-8).

* Harley 4012 contains The Clensyng of Mannes Sowile (another of the three known
copies belonged to Barking—see Appendix), the Pardon of Syon abbey (where Ann
Scrope was an honorary sister), and other pious prose and verse items, some in origin
East Anglian (her native region), vet transcribed with distinct Northernisms. It bears
her name as before her marriage with Scrope, i.e., between 1462 and 1490, from appear-
ance probably nearer the latter date. It is not mentioned in her will, 1498, though
several French and devotional books are. About 1480 she had borrowed Sir John Paston's
manuscript of Chaucer’s Troilus & Criseyde. Her last hushand had been bequeathed all
but one of the French books of his brother Richard, father of Elizabeth Scrope-Beaumont-
Vere, in 1485 (Testamenta Eboracensia, vol. iii {1864), pp. 297-9), Lord Scrope mentions
the Earl of Oxford in his will of 1498, and Ann in hers of the same vear remembers the
then Countess: TL.E., vol. iv (1869), pp. 94-7, 149-54. Cf. Complete Peerage, vol. xi,
pp. 545-6; Norfolk Arch., vol. x, pp. 294-9, 332, 363-73; Paston Letters, ed. J. Gairdner
(1904), vol. iv, pp. 82-3; vol. vi, p. 121; etc.

' J. Weever, Funeral Monuments (1767), p. 128; C. F. R. Palmer, Arch. Journ., vol.
xxxvi, pp. 258-60; Peerage, vol. ii, p. 62.

5 T.E., vol. iii, p. 299; North Country Wills (1908), p- 85; V.C.H., vol. ii, p. 120.
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trace more links of this sort,' but a sample should suffice, if we add
those established by the second marriage of our present subject or
focus.

Mr. Lewer gave in these pages an interesting sketch,” which there
is no need to repeat at length, of the long friendship of William
Beaumont and John Vere, 13th Earl of Oxford, as Lancastrians who
fought on and suffered imprisonment and forfeiture of property under
Edward TV and Richard I11; of how, when they were restored under
Henry VII, Vere was appointed custodian of Beaumont’s lands, just
a year after his marriage with Elizabeth Scrope,” and subsequently of
his person, too, on account of mental sickness; how they spent most
of the rest of Beaumont’s life in close proximity, the Beaumonts
residing at one or other of Vere’s Essex seats; and how, after the death
of Vere’s wife and Beaumont within a year, Elizabeth Beaumont be-
came the Countess of Oxford little more than a year later.* Her second
husband, the 13th Earl, was the son of another John, the 12th Earl,
and another Elizabeth, of a branch of the family of Howard.” For
the latter, as Countess, Osbern Bokenham, Austin friar of Clare
(Suffolk), had composed between 1445 and 1447 an English verse life
of St. Elizabeth of Hungary,” and not long before her death, about
1476/7, she gave Barking a fine fourteenth-century manuscript,
Magdalen College, Oxford, MS. 41, containing various devotional
treatises in I'rench prose.” It is worth remarking that she died in the
Benedictine nunnery of Stratford (at Bow), another not-far-distant
community of gentle birth and breeding, and was buried, along with

]

1 According to S. Shaw, History of Staffs., vol. i (1801), pp. 204-5, Petronilla
Wrottesley's elder sister, Alice, married Thomas (6th?) lord Scrope of Upsall, but
I can find no support or indeed room for this alliance (cf. Peerage, vol. xi, pp. 569-70),
which in any casz would bs a comparatively distant connection with Elizabeth Scrope.
Petronilla herself was still alive at Dartford in 1512: see Wrottesley, History, pp. 257-8.
2 Loe. cit., pp. 7-8; cf. R. D. Dluffield], Nlustrations of Monumental Brasses (Camb.
Camden Soc. 1840-6), pp. 165-88,

3 24 April, 1486—7 March, 1487; Materials for reign of Henry VII, ed. J. Gairdner
{Rolls Series), vol. ii, p. 271.

i+ Margaret Lady Oxford d. after 20 Nowv., 1506, not 1489 as Mr. Lewer has it;
Beaumont d, 19 Dec., 1507; the survivors married between 28 Nov., 1308, and 10 Apr.,
1509. Ci. Peerage, vol. x, p. 243.

5 Ibid., vol. x, pp. 238-9, 243,

% Legendys of Hooly Wummen, ed. M. S. Serjeantson (E.E.T.S. 1938), pp. xxi, 257-
88; S. Moore, P.M.L.A., vol, xxviii, pp. 86-7. As Fr. B. Hackett and I have independ-
ently discovered, Bokenham's death has hitherto been assumed to be much earlier than
in fact (after 1463). Cf. Bury Wills, ed. S. Tymms (Camden Soc., 1850), p. 35.

7 ¢ Memorandum that Elizabeth Veer sumtyme Countes of Oxforde the xxvj day of
Feverer the yere of our Lorde M.CCCC.Ixxiiii(?) vave this Boke to the monastery of
Barkyng, on whos sowle oure Lorde have mercy. This might mean that she bequeathed
it; the last few figures of the date are badiy rubbed: Mr, N. R, Ker reads them as
1477; I myself as above (1474/5): Coxe (Catalogus, 1852, pp. 26-7) as 1482 (impossible).

5)
Cf. Paston Letters, vol. v, p. 25In; Peerage, loc. cit.
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her husband, in the church of the London Austin friars’ convent.!
There is reason to think that the friars were in the habit of acting as
confessors and counsellors in spiritual (and therefore literary) matters
to both nunneries and noblewomen, and possibly served to foster the
communications one may discern between them.* We may compare
with the volume of French theological writings given to Barking by
this Countess another which had be‘longed to Philippa, widow of
Robert, the 9th Earl (and Duke of Treland, d. 1392), and which was
bought from her executors after her death in 1411 by Sibilla de Felton,
the then abbess of Barking (1394-1419), who had made or owned
several other surviving books.”

When the 13th Earl died in 1513 he left “a chest full of frenshe
and englisshe bokes ’ (valued at £3 6s. 84.), as well as many liturgical
ones,* It is possible that among them was the Ellesmere (now Hunting-
ton) manuscript of Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales,” or a printed copy;
Caxton had translated for him a life of Robert, the 9th Earl, now lost,
and The four sons of Aymon, both ¢.1488/9, while he is also men-
tioned, as if a part-patron along with Henry VII, in the epilogue to The
fayttes of armes of the same year.” Although the Veres were recog-
nized as principal patrons of Barking the Earl did not give it special
mention in his will, but when his widow came to make hers, a quarter
of a century later, 30 May, 1537, very shortly before her death
(26 June),” the abbey headed the list of her bequests after Wivenhoe
church and its neighbourhood, where she and her first husband had
lived and were buried; followed by Syon, the Sheen and London
Charterhouses, the Franciscan nuns of Aldgate and Denny (near
Cambridge),® and certain houses of friars (including the Austins of
Clare), before her remembrance of individuals. It may be further
significant that in the preamble of this extremely pious document the
Countess speaks of herself as being then in her  pure widowhede’, a
phrase which might be interpreted to mean that she had actually
taken, as was quite frequent with ladies of her condition in the Middle

1 Another gentlewoman-acquaintance of Bokenham's, who had died in 1427, was buried
in Elstow nunnery (Beds)). He seems to have had a wide feminine clientéle in the
Eastern counties and convents.

? The manuscripts of the Aneren Riwle especially afford evidence of this.

3 See Appendix.

! Will and inventory, ed. W. H. St. J. Hope, Archaologia, vol. Ixvi, pp, 300, 342.

7 J. M. Manly and E. Rickert, Text of the Canterbury Tales (1940), vol. i, pp. 155-8.
It has added o unique poem (Index 1087) on the house of Vere, signed Rotheley.

% Prologues & epilogues, ed. W, S. B. Crotch (E.E.T.S. 1928), pp. 106-7, 103.

7 Trans. 1.S., loc. cit.; only abstracts previously printed.

5 Another centre of vernacular devotion; for which the sole extant copy of Bokenham's
T.egends was possibly made, and other English writings in the early sixteenth century.




BOOKS CONNECTED WITH THE VERE FAMILY AND BARKING ABBEY. 237

Ages, special vows to remain in such a state, pursuing a quasi-
religious manner of life.’ In any case it was customary to live in a
similar fashion, and the Countess was clearly of a very devout dis-
position. For her, indeed, so far as content goes, Harley 1706 could
have been made in toto, or the second half added, before her marriage
to Vere; or, made for some other person or institution, might well have
been procured therefrom for her use, either directly by reason of her
friendship, or through someone clse,

There can be little doubt that the whole volume was in her hands
from at least 1507 until the time of her death in 1537, for each form
of her married names appears on both halves of the manuscript;®
and among the other marginalia in sixteenth-century hands® are the
names of * Edmond Jernyngham’ (f.3r) and ® Elysabeth Rokewod’
(f. 37r), specified in her will as a ‘ nephew * and ‘ one of my maidens’
respectively,* presumably written in her household in her lifetime,
though perhaps after her death. The only books mentioned in her
will were two ‘ of gold —from the descriptions and destinations (one
to her sister Dame Mary Kingstone) probably manuscripts of hours
and prayers.” In the Bodleian Library there is a small illuminated
volume of this type, containing the Psalms, Canticles, and other
usual appendages, Rawl. lit. f. 37, apparently made in French Flanders
during the fifteenth century,” on f. 105v of which is a formal in-
scription in these words:

Memorandum that I Willyam viscount Beaumount the v daye of Marche
the yere of our Lorde god M!CCCClxxxxviij geve unto Elisabeth my wief
this psalter boke / She toccupie the same during her lief / And if it happen

1 A facet of ecclesiastical history, like the question of confessors already mentioned,
little discussed or illustrated in modern works, despite ample material. E.g. T.E., vol. iii,
p. 312; Privy purse Expenses of Elizabeth of York, ed. N. H, Nicolas (1830), p. xxvii,

= As quoted by Wanley, and also * Elisebet Ver ' (f. 4v).

3 E.g., John Wylkyns (f. Iv), Welyam Corwell (7, f.2r), Mari Nevil (7, f. 18r),
Tomys Yeacens (7, f. 216r); besides flyleaf medical recipes, and ‘1 praye you of your
marce In vour prayers thenke [of me?] ' (f. 213v).

% Lar. cit., pp. 13, 15,

5 E.g., ‘a booke of gold having divers lefilys of golde with the Salutacion of our
Lady att the begynnyng '—to lady Surrey,

¢ S.C, no. 15814. Script, decoration and litanies distinctive—cf, V. Leroquais, Livres
d'heures mss. de la Bibl. Nat. (1927), vol. i, pp. 62-3, 124, 127-9, 177-8, 219, 267, 358-9;
vol. ii, pp. 11, 44, 51-2, 82-3, 213-4, 208, 285; pl. 33; M. R, James, Fitzwilliam Museum
MSS. (1895), no. 14, p. 25; McClean MSS, (1912), nos. 42, 75, pp. 85, 153. Binding
stamps perhaps Netherlandish, but cf. 8. Gibson, Early Oxford Bindings (Bibl. Soc. 1903),
no. 38. The manuscript was missing from the Rawlinson collection (received 1756) for
many vears; it was probably lot 172 in E. Mussell's sale of 1766 (see n. 7 next page),
* A most curious psalter boke of the I.ord Beaumont, see a further Account in the Book,
fine . It was restored on 20 June, 1812, by Dr. Lawrence who had purchased it at
auction in London—Mr. B. J. Enright suggests lot 76 in the Roxburghe sale of 18 May
that year, though that is described as +4to.
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me the said viscount to over live my said wief than this boke to remayne
unto me to dispose it after my myende and wille / And if it fortune me the
said viscount to deceas be fore my said wief than she after . . .

~—the remainder being unfortunately lost with the whole of the next
leaf, cut out sometime later (see PL 1II). It is likely that this
book was treated according to the viscount’s directions after his
widow’s death, without further instructions from her, and so too with
Harley 1706, in response to her known wishes, or obvious claims, not
needing to be put in an explicit bequest, Many medieval wills, in my
experience, thus fail to record books almost certainly in the testators’
possession at the time of their deaths, even when others are precisely
listed and no general phrase covers the remainder.

It is hardly to be thought that Harley 1706 can have gone or been
returned to Barking at this time, since the abbey was dissolved in
1539, and monastic stability had been unsettled for quite a while
previously; and the suffrages and annotations that might best have
been added to the manuscript there are of the earlier period in appear-
ance and character, Tt may rather have passed through the hands of
members of the Countess's entourage, kin and friends, in the neigh-
bourhood of the metropolis.

Not very long afterwards, in the middle of the sixteenth century,
John Bale, the apostate Carmelite friar, Bishop of Ossory, and
industrious but inaccurate bibliographer, must have had access
to Douce, Harley, or the (very doubtful) vanished duplicate of their
common contents, for he noted several sequences of items which
occur in that order and with those details only in these volumes.! It
may have been Harley, for we cannot be quite certain that Douce
ever had one or two items he noted, and we do not know where or in
what condition it was at the time; whereas Bale, gathering most of his
materials in the years 1550-7,% gives as his sources for these (as in other
cases) the London stationers Michael Lobley (of St. Paul’s churchyard,
c. 1531-67), Reyner Wolf (of the same, ¢ 1537-73), and Richard
Grafton (of the Greyfriars, ¢. 1541-73);" and the inscription ¢ Mystrerys
margeret otwell * on f. 191v of Harley probably locates it in the same
quarter at that period or a little later, for the name is also to be found,
with that of Thomas Otwell and that, quite distinct, of ¢ Thomas

' To judge by his mis-ascription under Adam the Carthusian, Benedictus Anglus,
Brendanus Monachus, and Richard Rolle; as observed in the last case by Miss H. E.
Allen, op. cit., pp. 367-70, 423-4.

2 Cf. C. E. Wright, Trans. Camb. Bibl. Soc., vol. i, p. 214.

3 Index Britannie Scriptorum, ed. R. L. Poole and M. Bateson (1902), pp. 3, 49-30,
348-52, ete.; cf. E. G. Duff, A century of the English book-trade (Bibl. Soc. 1905), pp.
59, 93-4, 171-2, ILobley, not Hobley, as it is sometimes transcribed.
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Powell of London stationer’ (of Fleet Street, 1556-622)" on Cotton
MS. Vespasian B.IX, the book of St. Bartholomew's Hospital, from
the same book-selling neighbourhood and circles.”

There is nothing to show what happened to Harley 1706 from this
time until the second half of the seventeenth century, when it belonged
to Henry Worseley, of Lincoln’s Inn, being listed as his (and the
mistaken Ely conjecture made) in Bernard’s Catalogue of 1697, and
later acquired with the rest of his collection by Robert Harley for
his own great library,* superintended by Wanley, and thus ultimately
incorporated in the British Museum. The fortunes of Douce 322,
between its presentation to Dartford and its acquisition by Francis
Douce * from Ebenezer Mussel's library ’ (1766)," cannot be traced
cven as sketchily as Harley’s. Fortunately the facts concerning the
one are more or less complementary to what can be learned of the
other, in making up a chronicle which, though highly hypothetical and
wearisomely minute, has, I believe, considerable symptomatic as well
as local interest.

APPENDIX: BARKING ABBEY BOOKS

Tug leading position held by Barking among English nunneries,
especially in literacy, matched by Shaftesbury in the thirteenth century,
approached by a few other houses in the fourteenth and fifteenth
centuries, but only surpassed by Syon in the last period, has been
remarked more than once.” In the earlier centuries of the Middle
Ages (12th-13th) it produced authors as well as audiences for Anglo-
Norman verse,” and in the later (I4th-15th), readers and owners of
both French and English prose, in addition to the requisite liturgical
and other Latin books. Some extant specimens have already been
described here.®* There are several others, related to them, which
may be added.

Mr. N. R. Ker” noted the Ordinale, University College, Oxford,
MS. 169, made for Sibilla de Felton, abbess from 1394 till her death

1 Dufi, ep. cit,, pp. 124-5.

? It was annotated about the same period by John Stow, the antiquary and collector
of manuscripts of London origin and interest, including a group which can be traced
to this locality.

3 Already discussed cariier in this account.

I Harley MSS. 1585 and 1747 are catalogues of Worseley's MSS.

5 Auction-sale catalogue, 30 May, 1766, p. 14, lot 276.

¢ E.g., E. Power, Medieval English Nunneries (1922), pp. 2, 242.

T A, T. Baker, Roy. Soc. Lit. Essays (1924), p. 145; M. D. Legge, Anglo-Norman
in the Cloister (1951), pp. 49 et seq.

5 M. R. James, Trans. E.A.S., vol. xxi (¥.8.), pp. 34-46; N. R. Ker, ibid., vol. xxiii,
pp. 208-310. Cf. M. Deanesly, The Lollard Bible (1920), pp. 337-9; Medieval Libraries
of Great Britain, ed. N. R, Ker (Roy. Hist, Soc. 1941), p. 4.

¥ Loc, ik, p. 301
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in 1419, and for the guidance of her successors, dated 1404.' Tt
includes directions for an annual distribution of books among the
nuns by a librarian, customary in monasteries and colleges, but hardly
so, or even possible, in most nunneries, It is noteworthy that the
Ordo instituendi priorissam, added by a later fifteenth-century hand,
is in English (the earlier matter being in Latin and French and prob-
ably ante-dating Sibilla de Felton’s time in origin). Cotton MS.
Julius D.VIIT in the British Museum contains (ff. 40r-7v) a compar-
able document of the administration and education of the community,
‘The Charthe longyng to the office of the Celeresse’, of the same
period, possibly translated from a previous (I4th-century?) version
in another language.*

Dr. James and others® have also noticed Bodley MS. 923, one of
three extant copies of The Clensyng of Mannes Sowle, an English
prose work on sin and penance composed early in the fifteenth century
for a nunnery in the East Midlands by a clerical friend and confessor,
and possibly for Barking itself.* This copy was also Sibilla de
Felton’s and may have remained in the abbey after her death, in
pursuance of the rule, still generally though not invariably observed,
that individual religious had the use of particular property only for
the duration of their lives at the most. Mr, N. R. Ker® has recorded
another Lnglish prose manuscript with Sibilla’s inscription of owner-
ship, a copy of The Mirror of the Life of Christ adapted from the
pseudo-Bonaventuran Meditationes by Nicholas Love, prior of Mount-
grace Charterhouse (N.R. Yorks.), and approved at London about
1410 by Archbishop Arundel of Canterbury for general circulation, in
competition with the Lollard scriptural versions.® The author of the
Clensyng also mentions Lollard dangers, and the remarkably early
dates of her copies of both works suggest that Sibilla and her com-
munity were in the fore-front of the public for such English theology,
and readily supplied. The Mirror manuscript certainly stayed at
Barking for in the fourth decade of the sixteenth century it was given

' Ed. J. B. L. Tolhurst (H. Bradshaw Soc. 1927-8); ¢sp. pp. v-vi, 67-70,

2 Monasticon Anglicanum (1817), vol. i, pp. 442-3; cf. Power, ap. cit., pp. 562-8.
The endowments named are mainly 13th-century.

3 M. Deanesly, Mod. Lang. Rev., vol. xv, pp. 357-8; H. E. Allen, ibid., vol. xviii,
p. 1; S.C. 27701. ‘The date 1401 on the manuscript is of doubtful import.

i Cf. M. H. Liddell, Miscellany presented to F. J. Furnivall (1901), pp. 271-8; C.
Kirchberger, The Life of the Spirit, vol. iv, pp. 290-5.
& Loc. cit., p. 310. Messrs., Maggs' in November, 1944; sold at Sotheby’s, 19 July,
1949, lot 276, to Messrs. Foyle (Essex Review, vol. lix, p. 52); now Mr, W. Foyle’s,
at Beeleigh Abbey, Maldon. Her name is also on Bodley MS, 155,

f Ed. L. F. Powell (Roxburghe Club, 1908); modernised by a monk of Parkminster
(Orchard Books, 1927). Being re-edited by Mrs, E. C. Zeeman,
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to a Mistress Agnes Gowldewell by Margaret Scrope, a former nun
and a cousin of Elizabeth, Countess of Oxford.?

Besides these, Sibilla de Felton also had for a few years Bibliothtque
Nationale MS, fr, 1038, Vies des saints Péres, etc., of the late thirteenth
or carly fourteenth century, which she bought from the executors of
Philippa de Coucy (d. 1411), widow of Robert de Vere, 9th Earl of
Oxford and Duke of Ireland (d. 1392). Later, perhaps after Sibilla’s
death in 1419, it came into the hands of Charles d’Orléans who, like
his brother Jean d’Angouléme, was a notable book-collector (besides
being a poet) in English as well as French and Latin, both spending
a quarter of a century in England (1415-30) as prisoners in gentle and
noble families and houscholds where their literary interests were well
provided for. After Charles’ return to his own country and death in
1465 the manuscript was listed among his widow Marie de Cléves’
books in 1487 and from her descended, like most of his and his
brother’s, to the French royal and national collections.®

Another volume of French contents, Magdalen College MS. 41,
presented to Barking by the Countess of Oxford in 1474, probably,
has already been recorded and is discussed above, A further English
book, not in previous surveys of Barking’s remains, has also been
adduced earlier in this article: the British Museum Additional MS.
10596, a small volume of two parts by different fifteenth-century
hands, with some matter missing from between them by excision and
erasure (ff. 24v/25r). The first part (ff.1-24) is a copy of the Craft
of Dying, as found in Douce, Harley, and other manuscripts, with
an initial picture of a death-bed scene now rather badly rubbed
and indistinct. At the end, after the Explicit tractatus de arte moriends,
more than four more lines of rubric (commencing Et sequitur . . . ?)
have been obliterated, except for the words * Cristis victoriouce passion.
be ever youre proteccion ’, ‘quod’ (i.e., quoth) before the scribe's
signature, again illegible, and the description ‘ordinis predicatorum ’
after it. From this it seems that the Craft was the handiwork of a
Dominican, the cleric in the miniature® possibly being meant as one
in the habit of the same order, black and white, but for whom the

! See the will of Elizabeth lady Scrope of Upshall, 1513, proved 13521 (T.E.V.,
p. 51); chantress in 1527, and high on the pension list in 1539 (VV.C.H., vol, ii, pp. 120,
122), but not in the list of Mary's reign (Monasticon, vol, i, p. 438), so by then pre-
sumably dead. She was a daughter of Robert, brother of Sir Richard Scrope, the Countess
of Oxford's father (N. H. Nicolas, Scrope & Grosvenor Controversy, vol, ii, p. 60), and
mentioned as cousin in the Countess’ will of 1537.

* L. Delisle, Cabinet des manuscrits de la Bibliothéque Impériale (1868-81), vol. i,
p. 110; P. Champion, La librairie de Charles d' Orléans (1910), p. 109; cf. M, M. Crow,
Speculum, vol. xvii, pp. 86 et seq.

3 That in Douce, the only other copy of the Craft to have one, is different in these
and other points.
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section was written is uncertain, One may guess that it was for some-
one to whom the copyist may have acted as spiritual director and
minister, and therefore perhaps for the nunnery of Dartford, from its
foundation particularly tied to the friary of King’s Langley (Herts.)'
and the London one, too, of course, But the friars had plenty of
other protegées, no doubt, and it may even have been intended for
Barking, where the second half of the manuscript, and probably the
whole, was owned and perhaps made, This latter portion (ff. 25-82)
is in a more commonplace bookhand, possibly earlier in date than the
first script of the volume, but not necessarily. The three lines at the
top of f.25r have been erased, with the end of a text the bulk of
which was presumably on leaves now gone. There now follow
‘ Tobie ’, the Magnificat and Benedictus, all from the revised Lollard
translation of the Bible; then a devout meditation® (ff. 49v-54r) and
prayers to the several persons of the Trinity and various classes of
the saints (54r-77r); and finally (77r-82r) ‘ a pistle of holy Sussanne ’,
also from the revised Lollard Bible. Immediately below the con-
clusion of the text is written, by what looks like the same hand, or
at least a contemporary one imitating it, ‘ Iste liber constat Matilde
Hayle de Berkinge’, and at the foot of the page (f. 82r), by a some-
what later (15th or early 16th-century) one, ¢ Iste liber constat D. Marie
Hastyngis de berkynge’® On the following leaves (82v-83r), in
other hands of the same type and period are two commemorations
(Latin hymns and collects) for St. Ethelburga,® as we have already
observed there are on Harley MS. 1706, whose connection with the
abbey and its nuns is however less clear. The two parts of Add. 10596
were certainly together by the middle of the sixteenth century, the
date of the present binding,” and it is reasonable to suppose from the
compatibility of the contents that they were put together at Barking,
if they were not both always there from the time of their writing.
Trinity College, Cambridge, MS. 0.3.54, is a 15th-century manu-
script of hymns, etc., specially commemorating Barking saints;® MS.

' CL K. R, Palmer, Areh. Journ., vols, xxxvi, xxxix, passim, etc,

* Found also in Camb. Univ. Lib. MS. Hh.iii.13, ff. 111v-2r mid-15th-cent,

* Cf. inadequate descriptions in: Catalogue of Add. MSS. (1836-40), p. 41; Wyeliffite
Bible, e¢d, J. Forshall and F. M. Madden (1850), vol. i, p. xliv; F. A. Gasquet, Old
English Bible (1897), pp. 141-2; Deanesly, op. cit., pp. 338-9. Not recorded by Ker,
Medieval Libraries, ete.

' Not in Chevalier's Repertorium Hymnologicum.

The centre gilt stamp used in Oxford at that period, as I am informed by Mr. Ker,
who also confirms my reading of the inscription on the first page of text: * Iste liber
pertinet mihi Johanni preston anno domini 1577 '

% M. R. James, Catdlogue of Western MSS., vol. iii, pp. 239-40; J. B. L. Tolhurst,
Ovrdinale, p.x. Rejected in Medieval Libraries but subsequently readmitted to the Barking
list by Mr. Ker.
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0.2.29 of the same library is a 13th-century collection of Latin and
French theological writings with an invocation of St. Ethelburga at
the end by a late I5th-century hand, and so like Harley MS. 1706
only somewhat uncertainly from the abbey.! Lansdowne MS. 381(2) in
the British Museum, hitherto unnoticed in this connection, is a fine
early 15th-century manuscript of hours and devotions, among which
accur two prayers to St. Ethelburga (ff. 56v-7r), one for her feast-day,
another for St. Botulph abbot (f. 14r), of Benedictine and Iast
Anglian significance, and a marginal addition (f. 24v) using the phrase
‘miserere anime famule tue ', in the Office of the Dead, implying re-
peated reference to women, probably nuns; there are also a rule of
prayer as found in Douce 322 and Harley 1706 (the last chapter of
the Contemplations of the Dread and Love of God found also complete
in the second half of the latter volume), a short meditation of the
Passion, and a prayer to Our Lord, in English prose (ff. 57r-63v),
followed by pious French poems (ff. 63v-7v) on the five joys of Our
Lady, to women saints, etc., some by another hand.* Barking seems
the most likely home. Dr. W. H. Frere attributed to the abbey, in view
of added commemorations of SS. Ethelburga and Erkenwald, a 14th-
15th century Latin astronomical collection, Bodleian Digby MS. 38.%
Mr. Neil Ker remarks that this is ¢ the sort of manuscript very unlikely
to have belonged to a nunnery’; one may however compare B. M.
Cotton Otho A.V., a late 14th-century volume badly burnt in 1731
but from which sufficient survives of the calendar to ascribe it to
Barking, and record of its other chronological contents.* A simple
solution is to suppose that these were used by the clerics attached
as chaplains to the community.”

Similar summaries might be drawn up for other nunneries, such as
Dartford” or the London Minoresses (not to speak of Syon, which
would demand much greater space and comment), in which vernacular
literature was appreciated for its accessible and intimate spiritual value,
and from which lay-women, often assisted by the same regular and
secular clerks who served the nuns, derived many of their ideals and
interests.”

' James, op. c¢if., vol. 1ii, pp. 124-6. Rejected in Med. Lib.

* Cf. Catalogue of Lansdowne MSS. (1811), vol. ii, p. 111.

* Bibliotheca Musico-liturgica (Plainsong & Medieval Music Soc.), vol. i (1901), p. 45,
no. 125; James, loe. cit., p. 35, with query.

! Tolhurst, op. cit., pp. ix-x; cf. T. Smith, Catalogus Bibliothece Cottoniane (1696),
p. 66,
% Tor whom see E. A, Loftus & H. F, Chettle, 4 History of Barking Abbey (1954),
esp. p. 56. I regret I learnt of this work too late to quote it more.

% Cf. Medieval Libraries, p. 35; Dartford Priory (1946), pp. 23-4.

" I must here acknowledge with thanks the assistance of the Durham Colleges’ Research
Tund in completing the present study,



THE REBUILDING OF COGGESHALL
CHURCH AFTER DAMAGE BY
BOMBING.

By THE REV. I, NORMAN BROWN, M.A.,
Vicar of Coggeshall.

Tur church of St. Peter ad Vincula, Coggeshall, has been termed ‘ a
good example of a large parish church of the 15th century’. Before
attempting to tell the story of the rebuilding of the church, a brief
introduction is called for.

In the Middle Ages, Coggeshall was a well-known centre of the
wool trade. Evidence of the prosperity it enjoyed is to be found in
the many old houses of that period, in particular Paycockes House,
a fine example of a wool-merchant’s dwelling. Possibly for reasons
of pride, but also doubtless because of the needs of a large popu-
lation, it was decided that the former church was inadequate for
the needs of the parish. Although they were turbulent times, they
were also times of much building activity, and many a fine church was
built in those days, and Coggeshall was no exception.

The present church was entirely rebuilt in the first half of the
fifteenth century, and no trace of its predecessor has survived above
ground, with the exception perhaps of the west tower. The fact that
the tower was low and out of proportion with the rest of the building
suggests this.

Excluding the tower, the interior length of the church is 120 feet
7 inches; the width, 62 feet 9 inches. In plan it is a rectangle,
having continuous aisles (17 feet 3 inches wide) on either side for
the whole length.

The nave is about 36 feet in height at the sides, rising somewhat
higher in the centre. The aisle roofs are about 26 feet in height,
sloping gently down towards the outer walls. The tower is 66 feet in
height, and nearly 14 feet square. The church is divided into a chancel
(51 feet 11 inches long) and a nave (68 feet 8 inches long). The arches
of the arcading spring from columns of slender proportions and with
well-moulded capitals and bases. The clerestory above runs the whole
length of the building. The chancel arch is noteworthy for its height
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and width, which, while providing a clear demarcation line between
nave and chancel, yet integrates the two parts in one whole. The east
window, of seven lights with vertical tracery, is an impressive feature.

The main entrance is by the south porch which has a groined
ceiling with a boss in the centre depicting a pelican feeding her young.
Over the porch is the muniment or record room, approached by a
spiral stairway.

Outside the Priest’s door are the remains of a Holy-water Stoup.
Under the east window, on the outside, is to be seen a somewhat un-
usual canopied recess, in which there was a carved representation of
Christ crucified, with the attendant figures of Our Lady and St. John.
The destruction of these figures has only left traces which support this
assumption.

Externally the body of the church is seen to be built of flint-rubble
with limestone dressings; while the chancel is faced with ashlar, and
has slightly more elaborate buttresses, together with frequent repre-
sentations of St. Peter’s keys cut on shields in the plinth.

The tower had an abutment at its south-east corner containing a
spiral stairway terminating in a turret. On its east face were to be
seen the marks of the end of a former high-pitched roof. Below, giving
access to the nave, was a tall pointed arch. On the west face was a
doorway, above was a window, both belonging to the Victorian restor-
ation, as did the rather claborate crenellation with pinnacles which
surmounted the whole. The louvred windows were square and divided
into three by a couple of mullions.

The Battle of Britain was at its height; the onslaught of the German
Luftwaffe was being brilliantly met by the Royal Air Force. London
was the chief target at the time and its defence was the first con-
sideration. This allowed lone raiders to cross our shores with com-
parative impunity, and it was such a lone raider that was heard
circling the parish for some time overhead. It was the night of
Monday, the 16th of September, 1940, shortly before a quarter past
nine o’clock, when a couple of bombs were heard to fall. One fell
in a field close to a row of houses; it exploded the following after-
noon, fortunately doing no damage. The other fell in the church-
yard, close to the north-west corner of the church, penetrating at an
angle, so that it must have been directly beneath the tower before
detonating.  Later; rods were put down the hole made by the falling
bomb, but the bottom was not reached at 25 feet; how much deeper
it went we do not know. The depth at which it exploded probably
accounted for the noise, arching, as it were, over the near vicinity, so
that it was heard more clearly at a distance than close at hand.
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The shaking of the ground which resulted from the explosion would
be accentuated at the top of the walls, which must have sprung out-
wards so that the roof would no longer be supported. Consequently
the roof of the nave collapsed, dragging down the north arcading
and so the roof of the north aisle. Fortunately, further east, although
the walls of the chancel were strained outwards, the roof maintained
sufficient support to hold.

It is impossible to describe the scene of desolation which was to
be seen in the clear light of a full moon. From the road little unusual
was at first to be noticed, except a curious, unwonted lightness was
seen through the windows, indicating an openness beyond. But how
different was the view from the north of the church. The tower still
stood, though rent by long, ominous cracks; only the south arcading
and south wall of the nave remained, spanned by the roof of the south
aisle (Pl. I). There before one lay a sea of twisted sheets of lead,
from which protruded here and there the wreckage of timbers, broken
stone, and rubble. Looking eastwards, the chancel appeared to be
intact. Many at the time remarked on the significance of the Cross,
still standing on the rood screen, eloquent in its challenge to the
chaos wrought by the folly of mankind.

Closer inspection of the chancel showed that damage was mainly
confined to the windows, but there were some long cracks in the
walls, especially at the east end of the north wall of the sanctuary,
and also above the apex of the arches. The blast from the bomb
had some curious effects; for instance, the lowest compartment of
all seven lights in the east window were blown out completely. Other
windows suffered badly and were beyond repair. Throughout the
church only three windows escaped damage—the two in the south
aisle, east of the south porch, and the one in the south chancel aisle,
cast of the arch. These three windows were the only ones which
depicted incidents in the life of our Patron Saint. All the other
windows suffered to a greater or lesser extent.

On the day following the bombing, the turret stairway of the
tower collapsed, and the masonry fell onto and smashed the roof of
the western bay of the south aisle (PL. II). During the following week
the south-west corner of the tower also collapsed, exposing the frame
in which hung the bells, leaving the lead covered roof dangling at an
angle with its corner resting on the bell-frame (Pl. TIT). During the
following winter the rest of the top of the tower was demolished owing
to its unsafe condition. By putting up strong scaffolding inside the
tower it was possible to lower the bells, which fortunately had not
been damaged.
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The first task to be tackled was the provision of alternative accom-
modation that the work of the Church might continue. Fortunately
we were able to use the Chapel of St. Nicholas—the Gatehouse
Chapel of the old Cistercian Abbey. There, in spite of the distance,
its smallness and the cold, we were able to carry on during the next
nine months,

Meanwhile, steps were taken to make the chancel useable. It took
some time to clear away the wreckage and to sort out what could be
salvaged. The organ was dismantled and stored away; this was neces-
sary because the window immediately behind it was blown out, and
with the rain coming in unhindered, and later much snow, the
instrument would have suffered badly.

The chancel arch and two side arches were later bricked up, thus
enclosing the chancel. By carrying a large pipe from the furnace up
and through the wall, provision was made for the heating of the
chancel, which proved adequate until the furnace became flooded and
the shortage of coke rendered it incapable of providing warmth. When
it went out of action, gas heaters were installed, but that was after
the War was over.

The windows were reglazed with clear glass, with fragments of
the old stained glass inserted to give relief. It was a great improve-
ment to have windows which let in light,

As so much of the wall of St. Catherine’s Chapel had to be re-
plastered, the opportunity was taken to whiten the walls; at the same
time the upper doorway, which was bricked up, and which originally
led to the rood-loft, was left uncovered.

The choir-stalls were removed, the floor levelled, and salvaged
pews were joined together to provide seating accommodation. The
wooden top of the pulpit was placed by the eastern pillar on the north
side; the lectern was placed on the other side.

Such is a brief account of the work undertaken, which it was
realized could only be of a temporary nature, though we had no idea
how long the temporary period would last. More work would have
been done, especially for the preservation of salvaged material, but
by that time restrictions were multiplying and we could not get the
necessary licence. As it was, the cost of these efforts amounted to
some £1,300, which was met within about two years.

The Bishop of Chelmsford (Dr. Henry Wilson) came for a Service
of Reconciliation of the Church after Desecration on the 27 July,
1941.

Thus ended the first phase, and during the next fifteen years the
chancel was used as our Parish Church. Even in this smaller form,
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we had a church which was a thing of beauty. Mention has already
been made of the change in the heating system. At about the same
time it was decided to re-erect the organ. It had already had its
place of storage changed, and as it was impossible to protect it
adequately from the weather, it was thought best to reassemble it in
the church, where we could have the use of it. Unfortunately, its
experiences had not improved it, and it was to suffer yet more from
rain percolating through a crack from the clerestory wall above, which
harmed the sound boards.

During most of the War there was a ban on the ringing of bells,
but this was lifted in 1943 and at once the desire for having at
least one bell in use led to a consideration of what could be done.
The only timber available seemed to be the old frame, and so it
was decided to reassemble this, repairing it as far as possible. The
idea was taken up enthusiastically by the local police constable, who
gathered his special constables together, and they set to work with a
will. First the bells, which had been stored under the cover of the
south aisle, were man-handled out on to the grass near the south
porch. Having been arranged in the right order, the frame was
built around them. In due course, a travelling crane was borrowed
from the American Army Air Force and the bells were lifted up and
suspended in the frame. Using such material as was available, a
pantile roof was erected over them; hammers and pulleys were fitted
and connected with the Ellacombe apparatus. The result was not
dissimilar to what is seen at Fast Bergholt, where the bells are also
on the ground. The work was voluntarily done on Saturday after-
noons, when weather permitted, and was finished in twenty months.
Two days after being blessed they were rung to announce VE Day.

With the conclusion of the War hopes for the immediate re-
building of the church were faint, for it was obvious that the neces-
sary labour and materials should first be available for the repair and
rebuilding of houses and factories, all urgently needed after the wide-
spread devastation caused by air-raids. But as a long-term policy we
were determined to do our part in seeing that the church was re-
stored as soon as conditions allowed. This was regarded as a sacred
trust. Not unnaturally various objections were voiced. It would
take too long to give a full account of them, and what might be the
right response to them. Not for the first time in her long history
has the Church been faced with problems arising out of wars. Many
times before have churches suffered damage in war and been rebuilt.
Far too many based their objections on present day conditions in
a world with its materialistic outlook. Notwithstanding, efforts were
made, both during and after the War, to raise the funds needed for
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the work of rebuilding. Tt is a large church, but it should be borne
in mind that what remained dictated what should be rebuilt. Tt was
out of the question, as some suggested, to rebuild it smaller than it
had been.

Immediately after the bombing, we were fortunate in securing the
services of Mr. Stephen E. Dykes Bower, F.RIB.A., F.5.A. His
eminence as an architect has been recognized by his appointment as
Surveyor of the fabric of Westminster Abbey, and by his work on
many of our Cathedrals. Not long after the War he caused a thorough
survey to be carried out by a team of architectural students, thereby
gaining all the necessary data and information required for the time
when rebuilding became a practicable proposition.

In due course negotiations were entered into with the War Damage
Commission, tenders were invited, and eventually a contract was
drawn up with Messrs. James Longley & Co. Ltd., of Crawley, Sussex.

Although the contribution from the War Damage Commission was
considerable, yet a gap remained which had to be filled by the
parish, It seemed a big gap, and at the time our available funds were
small. It needed a great act of faith to embark on the work. As time
went on, the gap, for various reasons, grew larger and larger, and
is not yet bridged; nevertheless the results have proved that we were
right to make that initial act of faith. As the story of the rebuilding
is unfolded it will be seen how and why the gap grew larger.

Actual work on the site began in the autumn of 1953, with the
erection of an office, workshops and mess-room. Then followed the
clearing away of much debris and the inspection of the foundations,

Having effected repairs to the wall containing the stairway leading
to the muniment room, and replacing the little turret with a stone
apping, attention was next given to the foundations of the north
wall, for even that part which stood was found so defective that
it had to be demolished. New footings were made of concrete some
three feet wide and three feet deep. Here, as elsewhere in the build-
ing of the walls, keved bricks were used for the inner surface for the
eventual putting on of the plaster. Apart from this the rest of the
wall was made of flint and mortar, following the olden practice and
also using the same material, for the flints were scraped and washed,
so that the walls, except for the mortar, are substantially the same as
before. As there is no local stone, stone had to be imported from
Somerset, where it was cut and fashioned in readiness for being
incorporated in the fabric.

When a start was made on the foundations of the north-west
corner of the church, it soon became clear that the usual footings
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would not do. It was close to this corner that the bomb fell, pene-
trating to a considerable depth before being detonated. With the
explosion came a great disturbance of earth near the surface, a good
deal of earth falling back into the crater, thereby making the disturbed
area look smaller, but even so, it extended to the corner of the
church. So it was, that when the earth was dug out in readiness
for the footings, the soil was in such a loose condition that no
firmness was found on which a wall could be built. The difficulty
was overcome by the construction of reinforced concrete piles of more
than eighteen inches in diameter. Motivated by compressed air, a
large steel pipe in sections was driven down as earth was extracted
by a plunger. Samples of clay, sand, and gravel, in their different
strata indicated when a firm level had been reached—some 30 feet
or more below ground. Into the pipe was then inserted the reinfore-
ing steel rods wired together. After the water which had accumulated,
had been blown out by compressed air, concrete was poured in, as
the pipe itself, section by section, was withdrawn. After setting,
there remained a strong, reinforced concrete pile reaching down to
a firm depth and independent of the loose earth near the surface.

This process was repeated seven times, so making three piles at the
corner and two each below where the buttresses now come to the
east and south of the corner. By using shuttering and reinforcing
steel rods, concrete beams of some three feet in width, and three
feet in depth, were made joining the heads of the piles; thus pro-
viding adequate footings for the walls.

Attention may be called to a feature which is as apparent in Cogge-
shall church as in many another medieval church. It is obvious that
in the Middle Ages men could build with precision. To look at the
chancel arch, or the arcading, or the tracery of the great east window,
confirms this opinion that the men of long ago knew how to draw plans
accurately and how to execute them accurately. This being so, one
wonders why more care and accuracy were not displayed in the setting
out of the site as a whole, and the setting out of parts as well.'! To
mention one or two instances: the east window is not centrally placed
in the wall; nor is the chancel arch central between the piers sup-
porting it. The lack of a centre line is clearly seen in the arrange-
ment of the geometrical tiling on the floor just inside and outside

! The absence of mechanical accuracy frequently displayed by the medieval craftsman
often gave vitality to his work. As the late Prof. Hamilton Thompson pointed out (sce
Historical Growth of the English Parish Church, p. 16), the builder * did much of his
work by eye alone. He must have made some rough measurements for the setting out of
his buildings: but he was not always provided with a plan or elevations.” Sometimes
¢ accurate spacing was entirely neglected, ana the connection between the different parts
of the design was evidently a matter of guess-work, which led to curious irregularities in

the elevation."—G.M.B.
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the sanctuary. The lack of a centre line did not help in the work of
rebuilding.

Probably related to the same cause was a curious feature which was
revealed when the time came to erect the stone columns from which
would spring the north arcading. The intention was to use the firmly
settled foundations of solid lime and flint, and enclose and cap them
with concrete. But when they were uncovered they were seen to be
irregularly placed, and when careful measurements were taken it was
found that in only one instance would the centre of the new column
rise directly over the centre of the old foundation. With the other
three a considerable discrepancy was found; in one, the centre of the
new column would be within an inch or two of the edge of the old
foundation. One wonders how this curious condition was passed by
the builders of old. So in the circumstances the old foundations had
to be scrapped and new ones were made of concrete going some six
feet below the floor level. It was possible to use blocks from the old
columns for the rebuilding of the eastern one, but for the other three,
new stones had to be cut, following, of course, the old design,

Attention was next turned to the tower. This was so badly cracked,
for the bomb had exploded immediately beneath it, that it had to be
taken down completely to its foundations. Its reconstruction was
carried out in the same manner as the walls, namely, with an inner
lining of one brick thickness, the rest being of flint and mortar. The
walls at the base are some 4 feet 6 inches thick, becoming less thick
as height is gained.

Although the new tower was to be of the same dimensions as the
old, yet here was an opportunity for the architect to improve on the
old, an opportunity which he seized and most successfully carried out,
so that now we have a tower of dignity and in keeping with the rest
of the church.

Inside, the tower was to be put to new uses. On the ground floor a
choir vestry has been made. The old stone spiral stairway has not
been rebuilt, instead, from the south-west corner of the vestry rises
an iron spiral stairway, incorporated in the thickness of the angle of
the walls. ‘This leads to the organ-chamber where will be placed the
organ which will be played from a remote console to be placed in
the south chancel aisle. The floor of this chamber projects for about
two feet into the nave, and eventually the space above will be filled
by the organ-case. This space occupies the interior width of the
tower and rises to the height of the clerestory windows, terminating
in a flat rounded arch. Behind the organ-chamber is the Ellacombe
apparatus for the chiming of the bells, while above is the ringing
chamber lit by fluorescent lighting, Through a trap-door one can enter
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into the belfry itself, where the eight bells, having been retuned, now
hang in an iron frame made by John Taylor and Co., of Lough-
borough.

Above the bell-frame is a platform, made by the crossing of two
beams of reinforced concrete, from which rises an octagonal turret,
housing wooden louvres, and supporting the heavy timbered frame-
work, now covered with a coppered pentroof, but which is an integral
part of a spire which the architect hopes in time will add the finishing
touch to the tower. The louvres are hidden by the crenellation sur-
rounding the top of the tower. Above the pentroof rises a weather-vane
in the form of a cock, resplendent in gold. The interior arrangement
gives the reason for the change in the exterior appearance of the
tower.

In the south-east corner is a door leading into the choir vestry.
The ends of the iron-work of the hinges are worth noting. The top
one depicts a cock crowing, representing dawn; the lower one shows
a crescent moon and star, representing evening; while the door handle
shows a blazing sun for noon.

On the west side there is a long, low window of domestic type
for lighting the choir vestry. Then comes a two-light window pro-
viding light to the rear of the organ chamber. This may be re-
garded as transitional, as it leads the eye upwards to where two
lancet windows give light to the ringing chamber. These lancet
windows are found also on the north and south sides. Above, on all
four sides, are two large openings or windows carried out in the
Perpendicular style. The lower halves are filled with ashlar, the
upper with slate louvres. The bells are hung inside the tower below
the level of the ashlar, with the result that the sound of the bells
first rises before escaping through the louvres. This arrangement has
a most pleasing effect, for it means that the sound is more evenly
spread and those living near the church are not deafened by the
dominating clang of the bell nearest to them.

Inside the church various new features may be noted. During the
Victorian restoration the building was over-filled with pews. Al-
though comfortable and inoffensive in themselves, yet they inescapably
provided a false datum-line from which the church was seen. They
completely obscured the bases and shortened the pillars, so that one
of the chief beauties of the church was lost. Now that chairs have
taken the place of the pews, the eye sees through the chairs and
travels up from floor level and, coupled with open spaces, the result
is a revelation to many. The floor itself is of stone flags, the colour
of which adds to the feeling of satisfaction.

In the chancel the choir-stalls have been lowered by one step,
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with the result that the sanctuary and the high altar, no longer have
that suppressed look which they had before. Also the opening up of
the chancel arch integrates the chancel with the nave.

In the nave the walls have been lime-washed and the clerestory
windows filled with colourful grisaille glass. The stained glass which
previously filled the two windows east of the porch, has been placed
in the west windows of the aisles. All the other windows have been
glazed with antique glass.

In the chancel the old Victorian mural paintings have disappeared.
So much plaster had to be removed for the repair of the walls that
it was out of the question to attempt the repainting to match the old,
even had it been desirable. Instead the walls and pillars have been
whitened, and the resulting lightness is a joy to behold.?

When scaffolding was put up on the south side of the chancel it
was found that the walls had not only been shaken by the bomb, but
also that the ordinary wear and tear necessitated a considerable amount
of repair, Wall-plates and guttering had suffered badly, and parts of
the wall had to be rebuilt. The south clerestory windows were in a
decayed state and had to be renewed. All these things, and many more,
were extra to the work contemplated in the first instance, as it was
impossible to foresee what was needed until a close inspection had
been made.

When the walls were ready for the roof, the main trusses were
hoisted up by means of a steel lattice jib. Having been repaired, all
the old trusses were used, together with the old purlins and some
of the rafters. Quite a lot of work had to be done by splicing to make
these timbers good, for some were badly split, and, as elsewhere, many
were deeply infected by the death-watch beetle. All the timbers were
treated with a chemical solution to preserve them from further in-
festation. New boarding was laid over the rafters, and covered with
felting. Instead of lead, copper has been used for the roofing, and
for the gutters.

A considerable number of new brackets had to be made. Like the
old ones, they are deeply carved, each of a different design. Similarly
several new bosses were carved and placed in the centre of the trusses.
The spandrels are also new, following the pattern of the old. The
figures of twelve Apostles from the nave roof were salvaged, and after
repair, were once again attached to the wall-posts. They date only
from the nineteenth century, and each is represented with his respec-
tive emblem. St. Paul is included, while St. Peter is missing, but

! In this connection it is interesting to recall a note by Joseph Bufton, the Coggeshall

diarist: * In the months of July and August, 1684, Coxall Church was whited and painted.’
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since the church is under the patronage of St. Peter, a statue of him
doubtless had a place of honour in pre-Reformation days.*

It was fortunate that most, if not all, of the corbels were recovered
from the debris. Some are rather grotesque and display a sense ol'
humour on the part of the carver, Although somewhat damaged, i
was possible to use them again, though doubtless in (hﬁlreut
positions, A few of them are comparatively modern,

Early in January, 1956, the use of the chancel had to be abandoned
and we had to migrate once more, this time to the Church Hall
Queen Street. During this interval the temporary walls in the chancel
arch and two aisle arches were taken down and work began on the
repair of the chancel. Panels of piping were laid under the floor where
the choir-stalls would stand for the provision of warmth, a continuation
of the system by which the floor of the nave is heated. Large portions
of the wall were cut out where there were cracks and rebuilt. The
timbers of the roof were treated with insecticide to deter the attack
of the death-watch beetle; where necessary the walls of the chancel
were replastered. In the chancel aisles the whole of the interior walls
were stripped and replastered.

When the old plaster was stripped from the walls of St. Catherine’s
Chapel there was revealed a bricked-up pointed arch, also made of
brick. This was found immediately below the aumbry. So far no
adequate explanation for its existence has been forthcoming. The
question naturally arises as to whether it has any connection with
the underground sacristy which was discovered in 1933. Here we
might quote from some observations made at the time by the Rev.
G. Montagu Benton, I'.5.A,, the then Secretary of the Essex Archzo-
logical Society.* ‘ During thc work of under-pinning an interesting
discovery, which was only left exposed for two or three days, was
made . . . At the east end of the north chapel, beneath the floor,
traces of a chamber had been brought to light. Built into the extreme
end of the north wall was a brick fireplace, 2 feet 6 inches wide
and 18 inches deep, with a flat stone arch having chamfered edges.
Rising from the recess was a flue contrived in the thickness of the
wall of the chapel and carried up to its full height. To the west of
the fireplace there was a deep splay, evidently part of a window:
opening. The abutment of a later brick vault remained on the cast
wall, just in front of, and partly covering, the fireplace. As the fire-
place formed part of the north-east corner, which was then in course

1 There is evidence that there was an image of ‘it. Peter in the chancel in 1500, for
in that year Thomas Halle bequeathed ten marks ‘ towards making of a tabernacle (a
canopied niche) for the image of St. Peter, the apostle, in the choir of Coggeshall church ’
(Trans. E.A.S., vol. i (x.s.), p. 177). It ])tﬁh'{bl\ stood near the north end of the altar,
the usual place for lhc figure of the patron saint.—G.M.B.

2 Trans. E.A.S., vol. xxi (N.5.), p. 136.
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of being under-pinned, it was considered unadvisable to make any
further excavations, and the whole has been filled with concrete.
The chamber, presumably, was built as a sacristy and was ob-
viously of the same period as the church. Sacristies, when they occur,
are usually on the north side, but underground examples are rare.’

The arch which has recently been revealed may have some con-
nection with this underground chamber, though it is difficult to see
the relationship; possibly it may have formed part of the stairway
which led down to the sacristy and would presumably have been on
the opposite side from the window and fireplace.

Only three things were discovered during demolition work. One
was a clay pipe which must have been laid down, forgotten and then
covered with mortar in making the sill of one of the windows at the
east end of the north nave aisle. Under the floor at the west end of
the south nave aisle was unearthed a tombstone or possibly a mural
tablet, the inscription of which has not yet been deciphered. Near
it was what is most probably the bowl of the font used before the
present early thirteenth-century font—originally in Pattiswick church
—was introduced into the church in 1852, This ancient font has
been provided with a new support and has been restored to the
position at the west end of the nave which it has occupied since
1871. That nothing else was found below the floor is undoubtedly
due to the extensive excavations which were made to provide ducts
for the circulation of hot air from the furnace. At the same time the
floor was relaid.

During its long history of five centuries the church has seen many
changes of which no record exists. We have photographic records of
what the church was like before the present changes were made. But
it is a great pity that no accurate records exist to tell us even what
the church was like before the work of restoration began in the
middle of the last century. It would be most interesting to see a
picture of the church as it was, for instance, in the eighteenth century,
full of high box-pews, a three-decker pulpit, and gallery. That en-
thusiasm outran discretion in the last century is undoubtedly true,
for evidence of it is to be found in almost every old church throughout
the land, and Coggeshall is no exception.

The great and widespread resurgence of the last century led to the
loss of much that was irreplaceable; it also led to the introduction of
much that was unworthy. While we lament the passing of the
former, we need not lament the passing of the latter. Nevertheless,
the question remains, what will future generations say of our ideas

H
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and the manner of their expression? Our hope is that they will be
able to say we have done well, for our aim and object has been that
“the glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the former’
(PL. IV).

In the presence of a great congregation from near and far, the
church was rehallowed by the Bishop of Chelmsford (Dr. Falkner
Allison) on the Feast of St. Michael and All Angels, the 29 September,
1956. The actual work of rebuilding had taken just three years to
accomplish. Tt was with joy and gladness that we entered with praise
and thanksgiving into the House of God, conscious that we had not
failed in preserving the goodly heritage, which had come to us as
a trust to secure it for the future.!

1 Before us still lies the task of repairing the east end of the church. This will be

undertaken when the recent work has been paid for, and when funds have been raised.
The total cost of repairs amounts to over £80,000, and includes over £22,000 raised
through the parish.



THE ROOKERY: A RINGWORK
AT BERDEN, ESSEX.

By GROUP-CAPTAIN G. M. KNOCKER,

THe parish of Berden lies about 7 miles due north of Bishop’s
Stortford. There is a fine Elizabethan Manor House and within a
mile of this were two ringworks (Fig, 1).

One of these, known as ‘The Crump’, consists of a circular en-
closure, surrounded by a moat containing water, with an overall
diameter of about 180 feet. The owner has done a little digging in
the middle and found mortared flints, some 12th century cooking-pots,
an iron spear head without a socket, the handle going up the inside
of the blade, some wavy-edged horse-shoes and * fiddle-key ’ nails, and
two or three fragments of bronze strips stamped into figures-of- eight?.
These finds are as yet unpublished.

The second ringwork, known locally as ¢ The Rookery * on account
of the copse which once covered it, lay in a field just south of Berden
Hall, on the farm of Mr. A. Watson. The map shows a pond im-
mediately north of the ring but this has since been drained. The
present writer was instructed by the Chief Inspector of Ancient Monu-
ments, Ministry of Works, to carry out a rescue excavation to en-
deavour to discover the nature and date of the earthwork before it
was ploughed out. This was carried out between 10th and 25th May,
1954.

The earthwork consisted of a banked ditch surrounding a flat
central area (Fig. 2). The overall diameter to the outer edge of the
ditch was an average of 180 feet, the central area having a diameter
of about 72 feet. Spoil from the ditch had been piled up to form a
bank along its inner edge. This bank stood 8 feet above the then
ditch bottom but the ditch was originally about 2 feet 6 inches deeper.
There was no sign of an entry in the bank nor a causeway over the
ditch. The central area was some 18 inches higher than the land out-
side, indicating that some of the ditch spoil was spread over the
interior space,

1 A similar strip was found in the outer bailey at Framlingham Castle, Suffolk. G, M,
Knocker, ¢ Excavations at Framlingham Castle * 1934, Proc. Suffolle Inst. of Arch.,
vol., xxvii, Part 2 (1956), p. 80 and fig. 11.3. In this paper Berden is referred to in error
as being in Hertfordshire.



7 7z
Scale : Ginches » lmide

Bic. 1.

THE ROOKERY

BERDEN ﬂ\} |
i1 4!
S\\Q\\\E\\\ il //}’//);/}’}y/;/// l
A N\ 5 |

150 FEET




THE ROOKERY: A RINGWORK AT BERDEN, ESSEX. 259

Test trenches 4 feet wide were dug along the southern and western
radii. The central area was opened up and a series of test holes were
dug inside the bank. The latter-was examined on the north and east
sides by short trenches cut across its crest. The results were not
revealing.

Natural subsoil consisted of blue clay with chalk, above which was
a foot to eighteen inches of light brown clay, capped with a foot of
topsoil. As is usual in such cases, it was difficult to say precisely when
undisturbed soil had been reached or where the original turf line lay
below the bank. Faint indications in the southern trench seemed to
show that this lay about a foot te eighteen inches below present ground
level in the centre.

Central Area (Figs. 2-3).

Five feet south of the estimated centre was a small hearth of
blackish-grey, clayey loam with burnt clay, measuring 2 feet 6 inches
by 18 inches, at a depth of I8 inches, just below topsoil and scooped
out of the blue and brown subsoil (IFig. 3.b). On it lay the inverted
remains of a cooking-pot, made of harsh, buff-brown, gritty ware with
a sagging base. 'T'he heavily moulded rim with slight internal beading
is characteristic of the 13th century' (Fig. 4.1). Associated with the
pot were the base sherds of another vessel of thicker ware, less harsh
than the cooking-pot and redder in colour, also of this date. 'Uhirteen
feet north-east of the hearth a fragment of coarse, buff-brown pottery,
apparently hand-made, was found just below topsoil,

The remainder of the central area revealed nothing of interest.
There were no stonework, post-holes or other signs of occupation.

The Bank (Fig, 3a. and b.).

The bank was sectioned in two places down to natural blue clay
with chalk. Its composition in general showed the confused stratifi-
cation to be expected when the spoil from a ditch is thrown up
haphazard, In the southern trench (Fig. 3b.) the old turf line appeared
to show as a line of blue clay below the inner half of the bank, about
18 inches above natural. South of the crest, the rim sherd of a 12th
century bowl in reddish-brown gritty ware, was found in brown clay,
6 inches above natural (Fig. 4.2). (2 on Figs. 2 and 3b.) A single
sherd of reddish ware, flecked with flint, ¢ inch thick, bearing hori-
zontal girth lines and apparently hand-made, was found just north
of the crest, 6 inches above natural and 9 inches below the presumed
old turf line. (3 on Figs. 2 and 3b.) It was probably part of a

1 Compare a somewhat similar cooking-pot from Bungay Castle, Suffolk. Proc. Suffolk
Inst. of Arch., vol. xxii, p. 334.



AT WA,

APYD
Avp anq puo umoiq mopk paxyy
Kop £218 mopal aydn

ey pue Avp Loy f |

. Kop umoaq mopR =

A pro Lop omg £

Kop umoaq aydig =

Kop umosg &=

Lop> Lwoo] wmeaq vg B

Prw 3om ool T

WUME EmgT

-ﬁa—ev—-. Q”ﬂ.ﬂu v—.—um @
meq @ @
aod @ puo ywry @

1331

40 33IVW2S

1 4 1T

o i3

oz

&

€1

d

o1 s

T e MAIe0a AT

\w .muE.U VI\\I.J- N:O—O

su Onwumm

.\\.,,..a s =

LT =Gava w340 TemOND VHVEONS

i il

H
' WITEL NI Y Ry
i

(v)

AIMO0Y FHL

Fic. 3.



THE ROOKERY: A RINGWORK AT BERDEN, ESSEX. 261

roofing tile. A few flecks of charcoal were found below the crest at
a depth of about 1 foot 9 inches,

Charcoal flecks were also found west of the crest and just above
natural in the western trench which otherwise revealed nothing of
interest (Fig. 3a).

A careful search was made for post-holes both on the crest of the
bank and on the outer scarp, but with the very doubtful possibility at

Fic. 4.

62 feet west in the western trench, where natural blue clay showed a
shallow depression, no indications were found.

The Ditch (Fig. 3a and b).

The ditch proved to have been originally 2 feet 6 inches deeper,
giving an original depth of between 5 and 6 feet below the presumed
original ground level. Its centre was filled with some 2 feet of wet,
black, loamy silt. Water level was reached 6 inches above the original
ditch bottom. Nothing of interest was recovered.

The nature of the carthwork.

The finds, already described, from the adjacent Crump suggest that
the latter was a Norman ring motte and it seemed reasonable to sup-
pose that the Rookery, which looked very similar, was another example.
Nothing however was found to strengthen this supposition. The
apparent absence of any traces of stonework, post-holes, occupation
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level, other than the small central hearth, or means of entry through
the bank, made it hard to believe that the place was ever cither a
regular dwelling site or a cattle enclosure. On the other hand the
almost certainly hand-made sherd found near the centre gave some
evidence of ancient occupation.

The central hearth with associated cooking-pot indicated light
occupation in the 13th century, and the rim sherd of a medieval bowl
found near the base of the southern bank suggests a 12th century date
for the construction of the earthwork.

From later times, the only known record is contained in a convey-
ancing map of 1602 in which the earthwork is shown, somewhat
sketchily, as a rectangle’.

The earthwork has now been destroyed.

1 Information kindly supplied by Lt.-Col. §. P. Plowden, of Berden Hall.



ARCHAOLOGICAL NOTES.

Ministry of Works: Chief Correspondent for Essex.
The Ministry of Works has appointed Major J. G. 8. Brinson, F.S.A,,
as their Chief Correspondent for Essex, in place of the Rev. G.
Montagu Benton, F.S.A., who has resigned after serving in that
capacity for over 32 years (1923-1956).

Seal found at Netteswell.—The tenant of one of the council-
houses at Oldhouse Croft, Netteswell, has dug up in his garden a brass
seal. It is rather a crude picce of work, probably of early fifteenth-
century date, and shows St. Catherine of Alexandria standing in a
niche and holding her wheel. The legend appears to read s. wiLLI DE
GVIRVIE. The oval face measures 145 inch in height, and it has a
conical handle surmounted by a trefoil loop for suspension.

The Oldhouse Croft estate has been built on a portion of the ald
village common field, and the spot where the seal was found is fairly
near the road which used to run through the centre of the village.

J. L. FISHER,

The Brasses at St. James’s Church, Colchester.—Morant
records (Hist. of Colchester, 1748) that in his day the brasses in St
James’s Church to John Maynarde ¢ Clothyar’, late Alderman of
Colchester, 1569, and Ales his wife, 1584, were ‘ affixed to two stones
upon the floor of the south aisle’ (or chapel). Subsequently they were
detached from their slabs (when the brass of the lady was found
to be palimpsest), and for many years had been loosely fastened
to the south wall of the chapel. The two original slabs belonging
to the brasses were discovered, in an excellent state of preservation,
at the bottom of a cavity beneath the false floor of the chapel, when
it was removed some years ago.

The rector (Canon M. M. Martin), who in the care of his church
has shown a policy of sensitive preservation, has had the brasses re-
fixed to their slabs, which have been inserted on the north and south
sides of the spacious chancel floor, so as to escape attrition. "Their
present position is due to there being no suitable spot available on
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the chapel floor. The work was admirably carried out in 1951 by
Messrs. H. and K. Mabbitt.

The slab of the alderman’s brass shows 3 inches below the centre
of the foot-inscription an indent, 6 inches square, set diamond-wise.
The missing plate doubtless bore the clothier’s merchant’s mark.

Both brasses are illustrated and described in Trans. E.A.S., vol.
xiii (N.8.), pp. 41-44.

G. MONTAGU BENTON.

Discoveries at Gosfield Church.—The repair works, which
were completed in 1956, at Gosfield Church, included the stripping
of the external rendering from the walls as this had become very
dilapidated and unsightly by the falling away of patches, and, more-
over, the defective areas of lime stucco over the flint rubble and
brick facings had been renewed in modern times with a hard un-
sympathetic cement.

The north chapel, or what is known as the Wentworth Chapel
was rebuilt in 1560 by Sir John Wentworth, the great-great-grandson
of Thomas Rolf (died in 1440) who, with his wife Anne, was the
founder of the present church erected c. 1435, and whose tomb now
lies against the south wall of the chancel. Careful stripping of the
walls of the chapel has revealed interesting red brickwork of the
period, and the north doorway, with its moulded four-centred arch
in a square head with moulded label, is particularly pleasing. On
the face of the N.E. buttress are traces of a molet or star, the badge
of the de Vere family, and its presence is probably a compliment to
the 16th Earl who, as owner of the rectorial tithes, is said to have
provided a new roof to the chancel at the time the chapel was rebuilt.
Incidentally, this device is recorded in the Royal Commission’s Essex
Historical Monuments, vol. i, as a large painted molet. It is in fact
executed in a thin coat of yellow plaster, within a black plaster circle,
but very little of it is now discernible.

Stripping of the lime and cement renderings from the east wall of
the chapel revealed in one or two places (only on this wall) an under-
coat of thin yellow plaster, much mutilated by hacking of the surface
to form a key for the subsequent coats. It was in too poor a condition
to retain, and the brickwork was therefore fully revealed, except
for the large central latticed device over the window and the abutting
stepped lozenges within squares indicated on the accompanying
drawing. This patterning is executed in a } inch thick coat of black
and yellow plaster applied directly to the brickwork. Tt is somewhat
difficult to follow the design on the centrepiece but a close view shows
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the scoremarks made on the bricks to aid the craftsman. A 2 inch
brick course follows the upper line of the steppings to form a border.
Two of the lower line of four squares on the south side, that is be-
tween the gables of the chapel and the chancel, are hidden by a
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modern brick buttress. The general grouping of the patterns would
appear to suggest that the roof of the chapel was raised later than
1560, and indeed it is found that the bricks in the gable-head average
10 inches to 104 inches by 2} inches in size, as against 93 inches by
2% inches in the lower part of the wall, ten courses in height of the
former brickwork equalling twelve of the lower. The 2§ inches sized
brick became more common during the third quarter of the 17th
century. Tt would seem also, by the size of the bricks now revealed,
that the chancel was widened southward at the same time as the re-
roofing of the chapel, though the general design of the south wall
and windows is similar to that of the north chapel.

Some interesting diapering of the face of the plinth, on both the
east and north sides of the chapel, was discovered, consisting of red
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bricks applied in diamond fashion to the face of the wall, and filled
between with 1 inch thick black plaster flush with the brickwork.
This ornamentation was not bonded to the wall. An attempt to expose
it fully was therefore abandoned except for a section at the base of
the east wall.

The western end of the chapel was lengthened in 1735 or 1736 for
the building of a brick barrelled vault to accommodate the body of
John Knight, M.P. (died 1733), who rebuilt a great part of Gosfield
Hall, erected by Sir John Wentworth at the time of the rebuilding of
the chapel. The oak flooring over the vault was found to be badly
eaten by the death-watch beetle and has been replaced by concrete.

GEORGE ]. BRAGG.

Eastwood Church: Discovery of Acoustic Jar.—An inter-
esting discovery at Eastwood church in March, 1957, was brought to
my notice by enquiries made by Mr. G. J. Bragg, L.R.LB.A., the
architect in charge, who was puzzled as to its significance.

The chancel probably dates from early in the thirteenth century,
but there is no doubt that the roof-timbers are later than the chancel
walls—possibly late fourteenth century—and on the top of the south
wall was an earthenware jug, which must have been placed in the
position in which it was found (midway on the wall, and on its side,
with the bottom facing inwards) when the roof was renewed. The
stripping of the ceiling plaster from under the puncheons and collar-
beams revealed that the top of the wall had been filled in up to the
rafter-slope with chalk and rubble loosely knit together, the jug being
carefully embedded in a sort of clay pug.

The height of the vessel, the form of which suggests a fourteenth-
century date, is 13 inches, and the maximum breadth about 14 inches.
It has a bulbous body and a short neck, expanding towards the rim,
to which is attached a strap handle. The body from base to maximum
girth shows signs of coil working; above this point it is wheel-turned,
with straw content prominently visible. The exterior varies in colour
from light-buff to grey. A round hole chipped at the base is a
notable feature. The jug came to pieces on removal, but it has been
successfully repaired by the staff of the Prittlewell Priory Museum,
where it is to remain on permanent loan.

Vitruvius and other classical authorities—Greek and Roman—
apparently believed in the effective use of earthen pots or brazen
vessels for improving the resonance of buildings. The chance dis-
covery in our churches of jars of various shapes, seemingly placed at
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random on the top of the wall or in the floor of nave or chancel.
indicate that the practice was observed to some extent in the Middle
Ages.!

The discovery of a number of earthenware jars under the choir-stalls
at St. Peter Mancroft and St. Peter Parmentergate, Norwich, in 1850
and 1860 (the latter of jug form), was placed on record by the Rev.

Eastwoop CHurcH: ACOUSTIC JAR.

G. W. W. Minns,” who, after examining the available evidence, con-
cluded that ‘such jars were inserted for acoustic purposes’, and this
view has met with general acceptance,

The number of these jars varies considerably. At Leeds church,
near Maidstone, Kent, altogether about 50 earthenware pots were
found, in 1878, embedded in the top of the nave walls. Four jars were
discovered in the same position as the Eastwood example at Last
Harling church, Norfolk, and in several cases jars have been found
similarly placed.

1 See article on ‘ Acoustic Jars ’, by Geo. C. Yates, in Antiquities and Curiosities of
the Church, ed. by William Andrews (1897), pp. 34-43. The subject is also discussed by
Walter Johnson, in his Byways in British Archaology (1912), pp. 447-50.

* Norfolk Archeology, vol. vii (1872), pp. 93-101.
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Thanks are due in the first place to Mr. Bragg, for details of the
discovery; and T am also indebted to Mr. L. Helliwell, F.I..A., Borough
Librarian and Curator, Southend-on-Sea, for a description of the
vessel, and to the proprietors of The Southend Pictorial for the loan
of the block used for the illustration.

G. MONTAGU BENTON.

Additions to the Barrington Archives.—Some more of the
Barrington archives were recently discovered in Hatfield Broad Oak
church, and have been added to the main deposit in the Essex Record
Office. The new accession is chiefly of interest because of the re-
discovery of over half a dozen of the early deeds relating to the
Barrington family, which were used by G. A. Lowndes in his articles
in these Transactions.' Among them is a grant from Geoffrey de
Mandeville (1st Earl of Essex, d. 1144) to Eustace de Barenton and his
son Humphrey. There is no doubt that the grant was made by the
first earl, since it is witnessed by his wife, Rohais, and fairly certain
that the grant can be dated before the creation of the earldom, in 1140,
as that title is not used in the document. This grant is probably the
second earliest document of Essex interest in the Record Office; the
earliest is the confirmation by Ralph d’Escures, archbishop of Canter-
bury, of the endowments of Colne Priory, ¢. 1115.% The collection
contains a letter of fraternity, 1519, from the prior of Worcester to
John Greye and Anne his wife, whose Essex connection is not proven.

In addition to a group of wills of the Barrington family and others
in Hatfield Broad Oak, 1398-1673, there are some 17th-century house-
hold and personal accounts, including those kept during the minority
of Sir John Barrington, who succeeded to the baronetcy after the
death of his grandfather in March, 1683. Among the expenses re-
corded are those for bringing Sir John and his brother Charles from
Felsted School on a scare of smallpox in Sir John's lodgings, and
for pocket-money ‘to Sir John when he went to see Audley End
house .

The manorial records include three early 14th-century surveys
and extents of Hatfield and Broomshawbury. These tie up with the
later 14th-century court roll deposited earlier by Messrs. Gepp. A
court roll of the eponymous manor of Barringtons in Hatfield
Broad Oak, 1393-1488, was included among a deposit of Barrington
documents received through Colchester Borough Library. Further

1 Trans, E.A.S., N.s., vol. i, pp. 251-273, vol. ii, pp. 3-54.

2 Ibid., vol. xxiii, p. 264.
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topographical details about Hatfield Broad Oak could be obtained
from a handsome rental of the manor of Hatfield Priory, c. 1548,
arranged by streets in the town and ‘ends’ in the outlying parts of
this extensive parish; this document was included in a collection of
documents recently deposited in the office by the Essex Archaological
Society, and probably once formed part of the Barrington archives.
A draft assessment for the subsidy for Harlow Hundred, 1624, also
received from the Society, may possibly also be from this source. At
least twenty-five of the deeds relating to Hatfield Broad Oak in the
Society’s collection, calendared by Canon ]. L. Fisher, must have
come from Barrington Hall. This group includes documents connected
with the marriage settlements of Francis Barrington, 1579, and his
son Thomas, 1611.
NANCY BRIGGS.

Easton Lodge Library Catalogue.—In 1943, Messrs. Myers &
Co. Ltd., antiquarian booksellers, of New Bond Street, London, offered
the manuscript catalogue of the library of Lord Maynard for thirty
shillings. Although T was living in Norfolk at that time, my interests
in Essex matters were (as they still are) very strong, but I was not
lucky enough to acquire the manuscript; in May, 1957, however, I
succeeded in tracing its whereabouts. Dom Raymond Webster had
purchased the catalogue for the library at Downside Abbey, Stratton-
on-the-Fosse, and through the kindness of the present librarian, Dom
Placid Kelley, O.S.B., T have been privileged to inspect it.

The volume, bound in parchment, consists of a thumb-index on
24 leaves followed by 252 leaves each 141 inches by 9% inches. The
index is to authors, but the catalogue proper is begun at the reverse
end of the book. It is neatly written and entitled, ‘ A Catalogue of
the Right Hon"¢ Lord Maynard's Library at Easton Lodge. taken,
September 18 to 229 1750, by Jn® Whiston’. The index to authors
was written on 24 September. Whiston, who died in 1780, was a
Fleet Street, London, bookseller. His shop was a meeting-place for
men of letters and he was one of the ecarliest issuers of regular priced
catalogues; an account of his career may be read in the Dictionary of
National Biography. 5

The catalogue, on 44 consecutive and on four other leaves, is of
1,896 titles representing, if allowance is made for sets, of between
2,000 and 2,500 volumes. The size of each book, folio, quarto or
octavo, is usually given, and a few special bindings are noted. The
pages are ruled in red to provide columns for margin, title, place of
publication and date. There are a large number of theological works,
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and an extensive list of French, Italian and Spanish books; nearly
all the Italian and Spanish works were published in the sixteenth
century.

Law, classics, dictionaries, ecclesiastical and other history, antiquities,
travel, philosophy, natural history, biography and memoirs, topography
(including Ireland), atlases, medicine and surgery, drama, poetry,
architecture, numismatics, husbandry, parliamentary debates, mathe-
matics, letters, horticulture, and books of engravings were among the
subjects represented in fifteen principal bookcases. There is a fair
sprinkling of sixteenth century works in these sections. The earliest
works are Virgilii Opera omnia, Folio, 1473, Claudiani Pocte opera,
Quarto, 1500, and Horatius Aldus, Octavo, 1501, all printed in Venice,
The latest work is Mervyn Archdall's Peerage of Irveland, 7 vols.,
London, 1789.

The only manuscripts appear to be: (1) Kalendar io the Journals of
the House of Lords from the Begining of Henry 8" to 1752, 3 vols.,
folio; (2) Fundatio, Privilegia, Donationes, et Confirmationes Abbathie
de Tileteia; (3) Arms of all the Nobility from William the Congueror
to Q. Elizabeth, finely illuminated; (4) The Foundation of the Uni-
wersitie of Cambridge w a Catalogue of the Principal Founders &
Benefactors of the Colledges Publick Schooles & Library: & the
Names of the Masters & Fellowes, with the Number of Magistrates
Governours & Olfficers & Students therein vesiding in 1621, collected
by J. Scott, 4to; (5) Remembrances for Order & Decency to be kept
in the upper House of Parliament by the Lords, 8vo.

A good many (if not all) of the books listed were destroyed in the
Easton Lodge fires either in 1847 or 1918. With them perished, in
the 1918 fire, the cartulary of Tilty Abbey (probably the item noted in
the preceding paragraph), but fortunately it had been transcribed by
the late William Chapman Waller, whose manuscript is now in the
Essex Record Office (catalogue mark T/B3; see also Trans. E.A.S.
(n.s.), vols. viii, pp. 353-62, and ix, pp. 118-121, Essex Review, vol.
lix, pp. 39-43, and Guide to the Essex Record Office, Part 11, pp. 52,
110). ’

The Lord Maynard for whom the catalogue was made was Charles,
6th Baron Maynard in the Peerage of England and Ireland, who was
created Viscount Maynard of Easton Lodge in 1766. He was the
eighth and youngest son of the 3rd baron and succeeded his brother
in 1745. He died, unmarried, in 1775, aged 85, and was buried at
Little Easton; he had been sometime Fellow of Christ's College,
Cambridge. From the fact that some volumes in the library catalogue
are subsequent to the date of the first viscount’s death, we may assume
that his successor made some attempt to continue the record.
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An entry on p. 18 of the catalogue is in respect of ‘Sir John
Maynard’s Case stated by J. Howldin ’, 1648; he was uncle to William,
2nd baron, one of the seven Lords impeached by the Commons of
high treason, 8 September, 1647, but the prosecution was dropped
6 June, 1648. Sir John protested against the deposition of Charles I in
1648 and his portrait, showing him in the robes of a serjeant-at-law,
is now in the possession of Mr. C. H. Bullivant, of Minehead.

FRANCIS W. STEER.

Excavation of a Supposed Roman Barrow at South
Ockendon, Essex.—In March and April, 1954, rescue excavations
were carried out by the Ministry of Works in the grounds of the
former South Ockendon Hall on the site of a mound (N.G. 51/604829).
A few hundred yards to the north is the Mount, a mound 17 feet
high and about 150 feet in diameter. The volume of the Royal Com-
mission on Historical Monuments (Essex, 1V, 143) mentions the
tradition of a third mound in the area.

The north side of the mound had heen almost wholly destroyed.
Cruciform trenches revealed that the ditch was 23-25 feet wide and
enclosed a circular area of 108 feet in diameter. The high level of
the water-table prevented a section through the ditch. The mound
itself had been made by heaping up a bank inside the ditch and then
filling up the interior to form the mound in a similar fashion to that
described by the late Mr, Hazzledine Warren in the Roman barrow
at Mersea Island'. The centre and northern part of the mound had
been completely dug away so that there was no trace of a burial, if
there ever had been one here. Two pennies of Queen Victoria (1876
and 1892) were found near the centre, although the damage is already
shown on the O.8. 6 inch sheet of 1865-6. Under the south-east part
of the mound several irregular-shaped pits were found containing
bones and pottery.

Finds comprised animal bones, a bronze buckle, iron nail, frag-
ments of rotary querns, including one of lava (perhaps Niedermendig
lava). A good deal of pottery was found, a few hand-made pre-
historic sherds, including an Iron Age A rim decorated with cable
pattern, but the greater part of the pottery was Roman, This included
grey and fumed ware, part of a mortarium, the top of a globular
amphora, and a fragment of a rouletted Caister-ware lid. The pottery
was in the make-up of the mound and below it. The latest pottery
could hardly be earlier than the 3rd century A.D.

1 Trans. E.A.8. (1915), vol. xiii (N.5.), pp. 116-140.
I
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Tt is difficult to see what the mound could be except the remains of
a Roman barrow, but the late date of some of the pottery raises
difficulties. An alternative suggestion that it is the remains of salt-
working like the Essex ‘red hills’ is unlikely because of the exactly
circular shape of the ditch and the fact that no ‘ briquetage’ of any
kind was found on the site. Mr. K. Barton has already found Roman
pottery in the ditch of the Mount to the north, and if subsequent
excavation shows this to be a Roman barrow then there will be little
doubt this mound was also one.

A plan, sections, and pottery, together with a fuller account, have
been placed in the safe custody of the Curator of the Colchester and
Essex Muscum. Drawings and a full description of the work have
also been kept on the Ministry of Works file dealing with this site.

The Ministry of Works wishes to record its thanks to Mr. G. V.
Szasz, the owner, for permission to excavate.

M. W. THOMPSON.

Palimpsest Brass at Wivenhoe, IIl.—About forty years ago
one of the shields of the Countess of Oxford's brass (1537), at
Wivenhoe, became loose and proved to be palimpsest. Both the ob-
verse and reverse were illustrated and described by me in these
Transactions, vol. xv, N.8., p. 242. The end of an embroidered stole
indicated that the reverse had been cut out of a large fifteenth-century
figure of an ecclesiastic, and 1 suggested that two parallel lines at the
base of the shield might possibly be part of the shaft of a pastoral
stafl.

It has now to be recorded that the sinister shield by the head of
the effigy has become detached and proves to be palimpsest, and to
have formed part of the same brass as the reverse of the previous
shield. It bears on the obverse: Quarterly (1) [azure] semée of flewrs-
de-lis a lion rampant [or], for Beaumont. (2) Quarterly, 1 and 4
lazure] three cinquefoils |or] two and one, for Bardolf; 2 and 3
quarterly | gules and argent | in the dexter quarter an cagle displayed
[or], for Philip. (3) [Vert] an inescutcheon within an orle of mart-
lets | argent |, for Erpingham. (4) [ Gules| three garbs [or] two and
one, for Comyn, impaling Quarterly, 1 and 4 |azure| a bend |[or|
charged with a crescent for difference, for Scrope; 2 and 3 [argent | a
saltire engrailed | gules, for Tiptoft.!

The reverse of the shield shows the lower part of a chasuble

1 [ am indebted to Mr. Francis Steer, IF.S.A., for kindly checking the heraldic des-
criptions.
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with an ornamental border or orphrey, and below it the end of
a fringed tunicle. To parallel lines at the base are obviously a’
continuation of those on the former shield, and leave no doubt that
they belong to the shaft of a pastoral staff, and that both shields
originally formed part of the figure of cither an abbot or bishop. This
figure was probably discarded in the workshop and never completed
owing to errors in detail, 3

LAY,

An interesting comparison may be made between the reverses of the
above shields and palimpsest reverses at Tolleshunt Darcy and
Upminster, both of which show lower portions of similar ecclesiastical
figures.t

G. MONTAGU BENTON.

1 See illustrations, Trans. Men. Br. Soc., vol. iv, pp. 109, 113.



MEDIEVAL FEAST HELD IN THE
MOOT HALL, COLCHESTER,
ON FRIDAY, 1 MAY, 1953, TO CELEBRATE
THE CENTENARY OF THE ESSEX
ARCHZEOLOGICAL SOCIETY, 1852-1952.

At an excursion held as long ago as 1936, the then Hon. Secretary
announced that for some time past he had been contemplating the
possibility of organizing a Medieval Feast in connection with the
Society. Many of the members present welcomed the suggestion and
promised their support.

It was obvious, however, that an undertaking of this nature would
not be ecasy to arrange, and the idea remained latent until the
Centenary. Celebrations were under consideration. The actual date,
14 December, 1952, happened to fall on a Sunday, and it was decided
to hold a Commemoration Service on that day,” and to postpone the
Celebrations until the Spring. A Centenary Sub-Committee was ap-
pointed, consisting of the President, and the Rev. T. D. 5. Bayley,
Messrs. Duncan W, Clark, Marc Fitch and K. R. Mabbitt. Lengthy
meetings were held—one lasted from 10.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m.—and it
was eventually agreed that the chief item in the programme should be
a Medieval Feast, to be held in the Moot Hall, Colchester, on
1 May, 1953. Mr. Bayley acted as chairman, and the success of the
festival was largely due to his foresight and assiduity.

All attending were expected to wear some sort of medieval dress.
 No wonder [therefore, to quote a local newspaper] the little knot of
people outside Colchester Town Hall on Friday evening rubbed their
eves with astonishment. For the Town Hall, with its long list of
glittering social events, had never known a night like this. For an
hour a stream of brightly-costumed medieval characters strolled up
the long flight of stairs leading to the Moot Hall. There were knights
and noblemen in chain-mail and tabards. There were ladies in dainty

1 Trans. E.A.8., vol, xxii (N.8.), p. 196.

2 See p. 1 of the present volume.
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robes, kirtles, wimples, horned and steepled head-dresses—every kind
of gorgeous medieval finery in all its bold colours.’

Members of the party were received by the Mayor of Colchester
(Councillor William C. Lee) and the President, with their ladies at
6.30 p.m., and were in their places by 7 p.m. when a fanfare heralded
the entry of the Lord of the Feast (the Rev. G. Montagu Benton,
President of the Society), who personated Cardinal Wolsey. Re-
splendent in a long rose-coloured robe, with two attendant pages, and
preceded by the Master of the Music (Dr. W. H. Swinburne) and the
Oriana Singers, the Lord led the procession of guests to the High
Table. They included His Worship the Mayor, and the Lady
Mayoress, the Bishop of Chelmsford, the Bishop of Colchester, Sir
Mortimer Wheeler and Lady Wheeler, Dr. M. E. S. Cutts, great-
grandson of the Rev. E. L. Cutts (the virtual founder of the Society)
and Dr. G. H. S. Bushnell, the Rev. J. F. Williams, and Mr. L. Dow,
representing respectively, the Cambridge, Norfolk, and Suffolk anti-
quarian societies. Lt.-Col. R. J. Appleby acted as General Marshal.

Grace (Non nobis Domine, Byrd e. 1600) having been sung, and
the company seated, a pottage was served, which was drunk directly
from the bowl. A fanfare was then followed by the ceremonial entry
of the Peacock and the Boar’s Head, the musical accompaniment being
The Boar's Head Carol, ¢. 1520, The rest of the menu comprised
Game Pie, Ham, Salads, Manchets, Cream of Almonds, Custard
Cofhns, Cherry Coflins, Spiced Bread, Subtleties, Divers Fruits, Ale,
Mead, and Malmsey Wine—the latter having been specially imported
from Greece, by a member of the Committee.

The diners were asked to bring with them a folding- or jack-knife,
and be prepared to cat with the aid of it and their fingers. They also
used their bread for cleaning the wooden platters before the sweet-
meat was served; and pages were in attendance with rose-water and
napkins for rinsing the fingers.

The platters and table-ware were made specially for the occasion:
the former, of sycamore wood, inscribed ‘E.A.S. 1852-1952°, were
supplied by Messrs. H. & K. Mabbitt, and the pottery bowls and
beakers, similarly inscribed, were produced by the Wattisfield Potters.
As interesting souvenirs, these afterwards met with a ready sale.

An elaborate tapestry panel on the wall above the President'’s chair,
loaned through the kind offices of Mr. Marc Fitch, lent additional
colour to the scene,

Following the loyal toast to ¢ Her Majesty the Queen ’, Sir Mortimer
Wheeler (Director of the Society of Antiquaries) proposed ‘ The Essex
Archzological Society ’, the President duly responding. The Rev.
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T. D. S. Bayley, a past president of the Society, gave the health of
“The Guests’, the Mayor, the Bishop of Chelmsford (the Right Rev.
S. Faulkner Allison) and Dr. G. H. S. Bushnell (Curator of the
Museum of Archaology and Ethnology at the University of Cam-
bridge) being among those responding.

Fanfares and old English music brought an outstanding event in
the annals of the Society to a close. It certainly promoted the
Society’s interest,’ and also social intercourse among its members.

1 Tt may be noted that a lengthy account of the Feast, headed ¢ Knights in Chain

Mail clank again at British Town's Medizval Feast ', appeared in an Australian news-
paper—The Manly [suburb of Sydney] Daily, 5 Dec., 1953.



ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE

ESSEX ARCHZAOLOGICAL SOCIETY,

AT THE TOWN HALL, COLCHESTER,
ON SATURDAY, 2 MAY 1053.

THE minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.

An address of welcome was given by the Mayor (Councillor W. C.
Lee), who referred to the Medieval Feast held the previous evening,
and thanked the Society for inviting the Mayoress and himself to that
function. The Mayor also mentioned that this was the second occasion
during his term of office that he had had the pleasure of welcoming the
Society whose work he commended. Reference was also made to the
activities of the Museum Committee. The Mayor closed his remarks
by congratulating the Society on attaining its Centenary. The Presi-
dent accorded thanks to the Mayor for his address.

The Rev. G. Montagu Benton, M.A., F.S.A., was unanimously re-
clected President for the ensuing year. On resuming the Chair, Mr.
Benton returned thanks to the meeting.

The Vice-Presidents and Council were re-clected with the exception
of Mrs, R. C. Fowler, resigned, but with the addition of Messrs.
M. F. B. Fitch, F.S.A,, and P. H. Reaney, Litt.D., Ph.D., on the
motion of the President, seconded by Mr. F. G. Emmison.

The President referred to his decision to resign the office of Honor-
ary Secretary and to the Council’s appointment (under rule 7) of Mr.
F. W. Steer, F.S5.A., as his successor. Mr. Duncan W. Clark spoke
of Mr. Benton’s work during the past thirty years as Hon. Secretary
and, for part of the time, as Honorary Editor, and on the motion of
Mr, Clark, seconded by Mr. L. E. Dansie, it was unanimously agreed
that: (a) At this, the one hundredth Annual General Meeting, the
members receive with deep regret the resignation, after thirty years’
service, of the Rev. GG. Montagu Benton as Honorary Seceretary,
(b) It is agreed that the grateful thanks of the Society be accorded to
Mr. Benton for his devotion and untiring work, and that this resolu-
tion be recorded in the minutes. Mr. L. E. Dansie also spoke of Mr,
Benton’s reputation as a scholar, and of his regular attendance as a
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member of the Museum Committee of Colchester Corporation. The
Rev. J. F. Williams referred to his long association with the President.

The President (as retiring Hon. Secretary) presented the Annual
Report, and on his motion, seconded by Mr. L. E. Dansie, it was taken
as read and adopted.

The Hon. Treasurer presented the Annual Statement of Accounts,
and on the motion of Mr, W. Addison, seconded by Lady Benham, it
was approved and adopted.

The President reported on the Council’s proposal to increase the
annual subscription to £1 as from 1 January, 1954, After some dis-
cussion in which Col. R. J. Appleby, Mr. L. Dow, Mr. L. E. Dansie,
the Rev. J. F. Williams and Mr. D. A. J. Buxton referred to the bene-
fits which may be derived from a covenant scheme, the Hon. Treasurer
agreed to report further on this matter at the next Council Meeting.
Mr. F. G. Emmison spoke of similar financial difficulties which other
local Societies were experiencing. After outlining some of the problems
involved in collecting subscriptions, the Hon. Treasurer proposed, Mr.
F. G. Emmison seconded, and it was unanimously agreed that the
Annual Subscription be increased to £1 as from 1 January, 1954, with-
out prejudice to the rights of existing Life Members. It was also
agreed that members be notified of this change in subscription by
means of a duplicated notice incorporating an amended form of

Banker’s Order.

It was proposed by the President, and agreed, that the Hon.
Secretary shall arrange, whenever practicable, that future Annual
General Meetings be held in the latter half of May or early in June
cach year, and that as long notice as possible be given to members.

On the proposal of Mrs. Gilmour, it was agreed to write to the Town
Clerk and to the Ministry of Works, to express the anxiety of the
Society in respect of the Colchester Town Wall.

The President, Mr. Duncan Clark, Canon J. L. Fisher and the Rev.
W. R. Saunders were re-elected as the Society’s four representatives
on the Museum and Muniment Committee of the Colchester Corpor-
ation, on the motion of Mr. L. E, Dansie, seconded by Mr. B. Mason.

Nine new members were elected.

On the motion of the President, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded
to the Mayor and Corporation of Colchester, for the use of the Grand
Jury Room.
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The Rev. T. D. S. Bayley gave details of wireless and television
programmes in which reference would probably be made to the
Medieval Feast; and Mr. Dansie reported that the Society had been
complimented on the clean and tidy condition of the Moot Hall after
the previous evening’s festivities.

It was proposed by Mr. W. Addison, seconded by Mr. F. G.
Emmison, and unanimously resolved that a hearty vote of thanks be
accorded to the Rev. T\ D. S. Bayley, Mr. Duncan Clark and Mr.
K. R. Mabbitt for their untiring efforts in making such admirable
arrangements for the Feast and for other Centenary Celebrations.

The President then addressed the meeting on ‘ The History of the
Society *. Thanks were accorded to him, and it was agreed that this
important record should be printed.

The meeting then adjourned for luncheon, In the afternoon, mem-
bers and their friends were welcomed by the Mayor of Colchester and
the President in the Mayor's Parlour, and at 3 p.m. the company
assembled in the Moot Hall and was addressed by the President; Sir
Thomas Kendrick, KK.C.B., D.Litt.,, F.B.A.,, Director of the British
Museum; Sir Mortimer Wheeler, C.1.LE., M.C., D.Litt., F.B.A., Direc-
tor of the Society of Antiquaries of London; T. C. Eeles, Esq., O.B.E.,
Litt.D., Secretary of the Central Council for the Care of Churches;
Professor Grahame Clark, Ph.D., F.B.A., Disney Professor of Archa-
ology in the University of Cambridge. An exhibition of items con-
nected with the century of the Society’s existence was staged in the
Moot Hall.

After tea, a recital of music of a hundred years ago was given by
Mary and Geraldine Peppin to an appreciative audience.
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Tue Council has pleasure in presenting its Hundredth Annual Report.

During the year the Society has lost 38 members by death, resig-
nation, and deletion; 59 new members have been added to its roll.

The total membership, which on 31 December, 1951, was 542, on
31 December, 1952, was as follows: —

Annual members = < = 464
Life members - - - 96
Honorary members - - - 3

563

No publications have been issued during the year on account of
financial stringency, but the long delayed Essex Sessions of the Peace,
1351 and 1377-79, is on the eve of publication. Unfortunately, it will
not be possible to send copies of this important work, priced at 335s.,
gratis to members, but they will be allowed one copy at the reduced
rate of 255,

It is desirable that the first part of the Centenary volume of
Transactions should be published as soon possible, and the Council
again appeals for contributions towards the cost. The result of the
last appeal, for the Centenary Fund, which amounted to £118 25, 5d.,
15 in some ways disappointing, although it includes a remarkably
generous single donation of £50.

Excursions were held as follows: —
10 May : Hatfield (Herts.).
29 May : Southwark.
28 June : Shalford, Finchingfield and Great Bardfield.
22 July : Great and Little Chesterfield, Strethall and Chrishall.
26 Sept.: Mount Bures, Pebmarsh, Alphamstone and Middleton.

The Annual General Meeting was held at Colchester on 5 June, and
was followed in the afternoon by a lecture on ‘ English Fashions in
Christian Names’, given by Dr. C. Willett Cunnington. On
27 November, Mr. Marcus Fitch, F.S.A., gave a lecture at Colchester
on ‘ Wanderings in Greece’, illustrated by Kodachrome transparencies.

The Society having been founded on 14 December, 1852, a Special
Service of Commemoration was held at All Saints’ Church, Colchester,
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on Sunday, 14 December, by kind permission of the rector (Canon
R. H. Jack, R.D.). There was an excellent attendance. A detailed
account of this Service will appear in the Society’s Transactions.

The Hon. Librarian reports that while there are signs that members
who use the Library are showing greater care in the treatment of the
books and the tidiness of the shelves there is still room for improve-
ment. The copy of Gibson, The Flora of Essex, borrowed but never
returned, has been replaced by a denor living in Kent.

Lack of space has made it necessary to omit the Accounts and Balance
Sheet for 1952, The receipts and payments for that year, however, are shown
in the Accounts for 1953 (pp. 286ff).



ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE

ESSEX ARCHZOLOGICAL SOCIETY,

AT THE TOWN HALL, COLCHESTER,
ON THURSDAY, 3 JUNE, 1954

THE minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.

An address of welcome was given by the Mayor (Councillor T. H.
Morris), who commented upon the suitability of Colchester as a meet-
ing place for the Society and wished it every success.

The re-election of the President (the Rev. G. Montagu Benton) for
the ensuing year was proposed by the Rev. T. D. S. Bayley and
seconded by Mr. Duncan Clark. The motion was carried unanimously
and Mr. Bayley then invested the President with the Centenary badge.
He spoke of the many offices filled by the President during his long as-
sociation with the Society and mentioned the possible replacement of
the ribbon by links recording the names of the presidents. The President
referred to the increased interest in Essex and elsewhere in archzology
and the past, and alluded to the Society as the mother of all such
societies in Essex.

Mr. F. W. Steer, having been appointed County Archivist of East
and West Sussex, was obliged to relinquish the office of Honorary
Secretary, which he had held for the brief space of nine months. His
departure was considered a severe loss to the Society. The appoint-
ment of Lt.-Col. R. J. Appleby as his successor was unanimously
approved.

The President, seconded by the Honorary Secretary, proposed the
election of Sir Mortimer Wheeler, C.ILE., M.C.,, D.Litt.,, F.B.A., as a
Vice-President. The President referred to the part played by Sir
Mortimer, which has caused it to be said that British Archaology leads
the world, and the motion was carried unanimously.

On the proposal of the President, seconded by the Rev. O. E. R.
Alexander, the Vice-Presidents were re-elected for the ensuing year,
also the Council with the omission of Mr. D. C. George and the ad-
dition of Mrs. K. M. Bindon Blood and Lt.-Col. R. J. Appleby.



ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 283

On the proposal of the President, seconded by Mr. Rickword, three
representatives of the Society on the Museum and Muniment Com-
mittee of the Colchester Corporation were re-clected with Lt.-Col.
R. J. Appleby in the place of Canon ]. L. Fisher, retired.

On the proposal of the Rev. T. D. S. Bayley, seconded by Mr.
Duncan Clark, the annual report was taken as read and unanimously
adopted.

The President mentioned that the Centenary volume was in progress.
£100 had been received from the sale of Essex Sessions. Two life
members had made donations of £5 55. 04. and £2 2s. 04., and
£2 7s. 0d. had been given by members at a lecture in February,

Mer. Dansie proposed and Mr. K. R. Mabbitt seconded that the
accounts be passed, and the motion was carried unanimously.

The appointments of Mr. John Woods as Hon. Excursion Secretary
and Mr. J. S. Appleby as assistant Hon, Archivist were unanimously
approved. A vote of thanks to the Rev. T. D. S. Bayley for his long
and valuable services was carried with loud applause and the gratitude
of the Society was to be recorded in the minutes.

Three new members were elected.

On the proposal of Mr. Rickword, seconded by Mr. K. R. Mabbitt,
Library Rule No. 7 was amended by adding: ‘ No book or periodical
shall be retained for a longer period than three months .

Mr. Dansie voiced an appreciation of the re-organisation of the
Library but mentioned the need for a workable index. The President
and others spoke of the difficulties, and the need for assistance in
binding, repairs, etc.

At 3 p.m. at the Garrison Officers’ Club, St. John's Green, Col-
chester, the President welcomed Sir Mortimer Wheeler, who addressed
members and their friends on ‘ Recent Archzzology Overseas and Under
the Sea’. The lecture was illustrated by lantern slides.
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Tue Council has pleasure in presenting it 101st Annual Report.

During the year the Society has lost 67 members by death,
resignation and deletion; 50 new members were added to its roll.

The total membership, which on 31 December, 1952, was 563, on
31 December, 1953, was as follows: —

Annual members = = - 447
Life members - - - 96
Honorary members - = = 3

546

Eight members died; 52 resigned; and 7 were deleted owing to non-
payment of subscriptions.

Quoting to the nearest pound (exact figure will be found in the
accounts), subscriptions were up by £33, ie. current subscriptions
by £10 and those paid in advance by £23.

The sale of publications, apart from Essex Sessions of the Peace,
amounted to £31, £21 down on last year, but a further £25 was
received from Essex Sessions of the Peace.

Excursion receipts were only about half those received in the
previous year, but this was more than made up for by the Centenary
Celebrations which showed an overall profit of £55 13s. 64. The
actual surplus on the Medieval Feast was £67 11s. 94.

The largest item of expenditure was for the production of the
Essex Sessions of the Peace, amounting to £535. Against this, by the
end of the year, £50 was received from Essex C.C., £20 in donations
and £25 by sales, a total of £95, leaving £440 to be borne by the
General Account during 1933,

Secretarial and similar expenses were up by nearly £20, but this was
almost entirely due to costs arising from the decision to raise sub-
scriptions and the need for new receipt books (which should be
spread over a number of years).

Of the £145 balance, rather more than half is earmarked for specific
purposes. It is worth noting that the Bridges bequest (£500) has now
increased by £50 (in 4 years).
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The Library Fund has a balance of £65, and the Surplus of Assets
in favour of the Society is now £845, about £60 less than last year,
which is mainly due to fluctuations in the value of securities.

Those investments held by ‘T'rustees on behalf of the Society have
now been transferred to the new Trustees, Mr. Clark and Mr. Bayley,
who join the President, the only surviving T'rustee, and take the place
of Canon Curling and Mr. Lewer, both deceased.

The Council recommends the re-election of the Rev. Montagu
Benton, MLA., I.S.A., as President for the ensuing year, also the re-
election of the Vice-Presidents, with the exception of Sir Ronald
Storrs who has resigned his membership, and the re-election of the
Council with the exception of Mr. F. W. Steer who has left the
County and Mr. D. C. George who is no longer able to attend meet-
ings, but with the addition of Lt.-Col. R. J. Appleby, M.B.E,, F.5.A.,
and Mrs. K. M. Bindon Blood.

The Council regrets the resignation of the Rev. T. D. S. Bayley as
Excursion Secretary after 19 years of invaluable work, and would
welcome assistance in organising these important activities.

Essex Sessions of the Peace was published during the year, and
copies can be obtained irom the Hon. Sec. at the special rate for
Members of 25s. (postage 6d.).

It is intended to publish the first part of the Centenary Volume of
the Transactions this year. Donations for this purpose would help.

Excursions were held as follows: —
25 June : Bradwell (Coggeshall), Stisted and Halstead.
25 July : Henham, Quendon, Stanstead and Great Hallingbury.
26 Sept.: Liverpool Street.

The 100th Annual Meeting was held in the Town Hall, Colchester,
on 2 May, when the President gave an address on the History
of the Society. In the afternoon there were special addresses by a
number of distinguished archaologists, There was also a recital of
music of 100 years ago, and an exhibition of interesting items from
the collections of the Society. On the previous evening, a Medieval
Feast was held in the Moot Hall, Colchester, as part of the Centenary
celebrations. Out of the profits of this, a sum was set aside for the
purchase of a Presidential badge, designed by Mr. IK. R. Mabbitt,
F.S.A., and made by Mr. F. Newland Smith, A.R.C.A.

Among the donations to the Society during the year, a special
mention should be made of the extensive collection of rubbings of
Lssex Brasses from Mr. W. W. Porteous,

Ki
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ACCOUNT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS

1952,
£ s d SRS AR SIS S o R E R S8 e
To Subscriptions—
12 5 0 Arrears 12 15 0
For the year 1933 324 14 6
Less Amount returned 15 0
314 5 6 —— 32319 6
410 0 In Advance e 2710 0
— 364 4 O
51 2 8 ,, Sale of Publications 3019 9
. Issex Sessions of the Peace—
Sales . 2417 6
Donations and (;mm . 09 18 11
—— 9416 5
,» Dividends, etc., on Investments—
4 810 31% Conversion Stock 4 810
315 0 31% War Stock .... 345 10
218 10 3% London County Consoh-
dated Stock (less T‘n) sveen 35 RNEY
412 10 3% Savings Bonds e 414 4
210 0 21% Defence Bonds 210 0
2 6 3 Colchester Building Socner\
Interest 210 0
137 2 0 East Anglian Tlusiee S'lwn;,s
Bank Interest .... G 137 816
—— 34 611
153 14 3 ,, Excursion and Lecture Receipts ... 72 9 6
,» Centenary—
Medieval Feast ... oty AN R
Meetings P B e 7 )
113 11 11 Centenary Fund . e RS
——— 386 7 3
., Badge Fund 1 0 0
848 2 11 ,, Balance from preuous year ... 873 16 5
£1,531 6 0 £1,858 0 9
LIBRARY
1952,
£ s d. £ s5d £ s d
34 6 6 To Balance from previous year 49 10 0
, Interest—
3% Savings Bonds 614 3
31% War Stock .... 310 0
15 23010 21% Defence Bonds 500
15 4 3

£49 10 0 £64 14 3
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FOR YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER, 1953.

1952,
& 5 oodi
By Colchester Corporation—
60 0 0 Curator’s Salary ....
362 11 11 Printing Transactions, Vol. 24,
Final Payment
— ,» Printing, etc., Essex Sessions of
the Peace
Postages, Stationery and Sundries—
Hon. Secretary
Hon. Editor
Hon. Treasurer
Hon. Librarian
Publications Postages

()
o
—
(=]

—

U O
—

Annual Report o
Subscriptions, Books, etc.
Insurance (Library)

Audit Fee

Morant’s Grave (2 ye’irs)

,, Excursion and Lecture I:.\pen‘ies
Minute Book

Centenary—

| oo~

— 00 OO

—_
o
w
—
o0

10 10
18 17
110

Medieval Feast ... ... 289 10

15 9 2 Meetings

657
,, Balance—
236
100

prpered

3/

Colchester Building Society ...
East Anglian Trustee Savings

[=a8=TYe] {e]
oW

At Bank on Current Account iég

31 16

(=378

Bank e 950 15

£1,531 6 0

ENDOWMENT FUND.
Liabilities.
1952,
£ 5 d
49 10 0 By Balance—
At Bank on Current Account

£49 10 0

287

d £ s. d
60 0 0
534 12 3

1

0

4

0

0
49 9 3
11 15 4
10 5 1
2 6 0
55 0
1 0 0
66 2 8

9

0
321 6 9

1,062 2 4

3

0

2
795 18 5

£1,858 0 9
£ s d
64 14 3

£64 14 3
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441
126

o+

w1
O\ = tn
o Y

906

£2,107

oo~ (=] (=R =]

8§ 11

BALANCE SHEET.

BALANCE SHEET AS

£

To Life Compositions—
84 Members at £5 55. 0d. ... 441
12 Members at £10 10s. 0d, .... 126

,» Subscriptions paid in Advance ...
,» Special Funds—

Excavation Funds T
Essex Archmological Trust Fund 15
Library Endowment Fund ... 600

,» Accumulation Fund—
Surplus of Assets in favour of
the Society

s. di 8 s .

0 0
0 0
567 0 0
27 10 0@
6 7
3 6
O
667 15 +
845 4 5
£2,107 9 9

We have examined the foregoing Accounts with the Books and Records

the Investments.

0. E. R. ALEXANDER,

Hon. Treasurer.
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AT 31 DECEMBER, 1953.

Assets.
1952,
Market Value
Cost. 31 Deec., 1953.
£ 5. d £ ssd £ &5 &
By Investments—
184 0 0 £199 11s. 2d. 3% Savings
Bonds, 1935/65 Wl 199 11 2 194 0 O
4110 0 £50 0s. 0d4d. 3% Savings
Bonds, 1965/75 wee 50 0 0O 4410 O
16¢ 7 9 £186 155, 9d. London County
Consolidated 3%  Stock,
1962 /67 wn 176 17 6 172 15 4
82 11 7 £107 45, 10d. 34% War Stock 100 1 9 90 17 9
99 1 2 £126 18s. 6d. 31% Conversion
Stock, 1961 .. 100 0 0 109 3 0
27: =00 £100 0s. 0d, 3}% War Stock,
1952 (Library Fund) wr 99124 3 8415 0
92 0 0 £100 0s. 0d. 3% Savings
Bonds, 1955/65 (Library
Fund) S 1SR R S 17 R ) R 0
8510 0 €100 0s. 0d4d. 3% Savings
Bonds, 1960/70 (Library
Fund) W 100 0 0 91 10 0
100 0 0 £100 0s. 0d. 2}% Defence
Bonds (Library Fund) ... 100 0 0 100 0 0
58 2 0 £70 0s. 0d. 3% Savings
Bonds, 1965/75 (Library
IFund) wee 70 0 0 62 6 0
100 0 0 £100 0s. 0d. 21% Defence
Bonds (Allan D. Laurie
Memorial Fund) ... 100 0 0 100 0 O
100 0 0 £100 0s, 0d, 24% Defence
Bonds (Library Fund) ... 100 0 0 100 0 0
1,184 2 6 1,206 2 81,246 17 1
,, Cash at Bank and in Colchester
Building Society and East
Anglian T'rustee Savings Bank—
873 16 5 General Fund ... e 795 18 3
49 10 0 Library Endowment Fund ... 64 14 3
860 12 8

,» Library Collection of Antiquities at Museum
and Stock of Publications (not valued)

£2,107 8 11 £2,107 9 9

—_—

of the Society and find them in accordance therewith. We have verified

33 King Street, Sudbury, Suffolk. NORMAN GREEN & CO,,
19 March, 1954. Chartered Accountants.



ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE

ESSEX ARCHZEOLOGICAL SOCIETY,

AT THE TOWN HALL, COLCHESTER,
ON THURSDAY, 9 JUNE, 1055

THE President welcomed the Mayor (Alderman Alexander Craig).

The Mayor said that the Society had been outstanding in putting
historic Colchester on the map. Fifty per cent. of the exhibits in the
Castle were due to the efforts of the Society. In particular the Rev.
G. Montagu Benton must be praised for his activities. Mr. Benton
thanked the Mayor and a vote of thanks was passed with acclamation.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.

The retiring President, the Rev. G. Montagu Benton, spoke of his
five years in office as remarkable, including, as they did, the Centenary,
the Badge, and a Morant Dinner. He spoke of the loyalty and sup-
port of the officers of the Society.

It was proposed by Mr. Benton, seconded by Mr. Dansie, that Mr.
D. A. ]J. Buxton, M.A.,, F.8.A,, should be President, and he was
unanimously elected. Mr. Buxton proposed a vote of thanks to the
retiring president, seconded by Mr. Duncan Clark, which was carried.

The new President proposed, seconded by Mr. Rickword, the re-
election of the Vice-Presidents with the addition of the Rev. G. Montagu
Benton and Mr. Duncan Clark, and the re-election of the Council with
the addition of Mr. J. S. Appleby, Assistant Hon. Archivist, which was
carried.

The President, seconded by Mr. W. Addison, proposed the re-election
of representatives on the Museum Committee, which was carried.

Two new members were elected.

The Mayor, before retiring, mentioned the good work of Alderman
Dansie on the Council.

On the proposal of the Honorary Secretary, seconded by Mr.
Benton, the Annual Report was taken as read, and passed.



THe Rev. GeraLp Montacu Benton, M.A., F.S.A.,
President of the FEssex Archeological Society, 1950-1955,
with Sir Mortimer Wheeler, Pres. Soc. Antig., inspecting the recently
acquired President’s Badge.
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The Hon. Treasurer, seconded by Mr. Addison, proposed that
the accounts be passed, and this was carried.

The President proposed, seconded by Mr. K. R. Mabbitt, that the
objects and rules in’ the report be adopted, and this was carried.

Mr. Dansie suggested the re-issue of forms of Covenant.

The proposal of the President, seconded by Mr. Beaumont, that the
merger with the Roman Essex Society be accepted, was carried
unanimously.
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During the year the Society lost 66 members by death, resignation and
deletion, one fewer than in the previous year; 49 new members were
added to the roll, also one fewer than last year. The total membership,
which on 31 December, 1953, was 546, on 31 December, 1954, was
as follows: —

Annual Members - - - 430
Life Members = - - 95
Honorary Members - - - 4

529

Seven members died, 44 resigned, and 15 were deleted for non-
payment of subscriptions. The losses by death include Dr, Francis C.
Eeles, O.B.E., D.Litt, a contributor to the Society’s Transactions,
and whose special achievement was the creation of diocesan advisory
committees for the care of churches. It was anticipated that there
might be some falling off in membership owing to the increased
subscription which came into force on 1 January, 1953. Actually the
decline (17) was exactly the same as that in the previous year. It
can be said, therefore, that the larger subscription has made no
difference, but the continuing drop in numbers is regrettable.

Subscriptions were up by £53. The sale of publications was £12
down on the previous year, but this does not include the sales of
Essex Sessions of the Peace, which amounted to £111. Including
last year’s receipts, £206 14s. 4d. has now been received against the
total outlay of £534 125, 3d. Excursion receipts were less than those
of the previous year, and did not cover the expenses incurred. The
loss, amounting to £30, unfortunately did much to offset the ad-
vantage of the higher subscription.

Special items of expenditure were the printing and distribution of
the Index to Vol. 23 of the Transactions, £124; and the purchase of
the President’s Badge, £27 10s. 0d. The available balance of £1,031
shows an increase of £230 10s. 0d. over the previous year, and the

Library Fund has a balance of £80 125. 9d.

The Council recommends the election of Mr. D. A. J. Buxton,
M.A., F.8.A. as President for the ensuing year, the Rev. G, Montagu
Benton, M.A., F.S.A., having completed 5 years in that office. It
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recommends the re-election of the Vice-Presidents with the addition
of the Rev. G. Montagu Benton and Mr, Duncan W, Clark, F.R.I.B.A.,
F.S.A., and the re-election of the Council with the addition of Mr.
J. S. Appleby, Assistant Honorary Archivist.

The Council recommends publication of the Objects of the Society
and an addition to the Rules as under: —

ESSEX ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY,
Founpep 1852.

To FURNISH FACILITIES FOR ANTIQUARIES AND AFFORD OPPORTUNITIES
or MEETING. The Society founded a Museum which, in 1926, was
merged in that of the Town Council and is now known as the Col-
chester and Essex Museum. Under the arrangement the Society is
represented by four members on the Museum and Muniment Com-
mittee of the Colchester Corporation. The Society continues to support
the Museum by gifts and by annual monetary contributions. It has
also assembled a valuable Library, which is available for public inquiry
and private study at Holly Trees, Colchester. It organises lectures
and arranges excursions to places of interest in or near the County.

To COLLECT AND PUBLISH INFORMATION CONCERNING THE HISTORY AND
ArcuzEorocy oF THE County. The Society issues Transactions, free
to Members, and has published or helped to publish other historical
and archaological material,

TO PROMOTE GENERALLY THE STUDY OF HISTORY AND ARCH/EOLOGY.
The Society encourages excavation and is concerned in the preservation
of ancient monuments and antiquities. It desires to interest the general
public in these matters.

Additional Rule :

In the event of the dissolution of the Society, the assets shall be given
to institutions and authorities best calculated to further the aims and
objects of the Society.

The Index to Vol. 23 has recently appeared, and a part of the
Centenary volume is about to be published. Copies of the Essex
Sessions of the Peace are still available to Members at the special

price of 25/-.

Excursions were held as follows: —
28 Aug.: Thetford.
25 Sept.: Berechurch and Mersea.
16 Oct. : Epping Forest and Walthamstow.
The Annual General Meeting was held on 3 June in the Town Hall,

Colchester. In the afternoon there was a lecture at the Garrison
Officers’ Club, St. John'’s Green, by Sir Mortimer Wheeler, C.LE.,
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M.C., D.Litt., F.B.A,, on “ Recent Archzology Overseas and under
the Seas”.

Other lectures were given as follows: —

25 Mar.:  “ Medieval Figure-Sculpture in England ”, by Arthur
Gardner, M.A., F.S.A,
6 Apr.:  “Maps and Their Makers 7, by Major A, D, Mans-
field, R.A., F.R.G.S.

The Covenant Scheme was started, and some 40-50 members have
signed a Form of Covenant. As this adds considerably to the income
of the Society at no expense or risk to the Member, it is very strongly
to be recommended to all those in a position to sign such a document.

The Council relies upon members to promote the interest of the
Society, as far as they are able, by obtaining new members, by report-
ing archzeological finds and kindred matters to the Hon. Sec., and by
assisting the Hon, Editor in securing suitable contributions for the
Society’s Transactions. Assistance is also required with the Library,
with Archives and with Excursions, Some members may wish to take
part In excavations, and there may be opportunities at the Norman
Castle site at Ongar, and at the Roman site at the new bus-park at
Colchester. Those interested are asked to communicate with the
Hon, Secretary,

Lack of space has made it necessary to omit the Accounts and Balance
Sheet for 1954, The receipts and payments for that year, however, will be
seen in the Accounts for 1955.



1953.

30 Jan,

6 Mar.

2 May

25 June

25 July

26 Sept.

NEW MEMBERS

ALDWINCKLE, Miss MarGarer J., Woodland Cottage, Great
Hallingbury, Bishop’s Stortford.
Boorn, A. ], 10 St. Botoloph’s Street, Colchester.

Byron, Lady Axxa, Langford Hall, Maldon.

GreeN, Miss A. M., Little Mortimers, Ashdon.

Jones, R. D. Beresrorp, Wolfden, Sible Hedingham.

Powery, W. R, M.A., B.Litt., 173 Church Road, Harold Wood.
REm, Mrs. R., Crepping Hall, Wakes Colne.

WAaLKER, Mrs. A. M., Ballards, Wickham Bishops.

Bripge, Miss A. B., St. Andrew’s, Avenue Road, Chelmsford.

Cuurch, W. Epwarp, M.A., M.B,, B.Ch., M.R.C.S,, M.R.C.P.,
Holly Cottage, Sellindge, Kent.

Lees, Dr. Marriy, F.R.S., The White House, Ongar.

LEEs, Mrs. Martiy, The White House, Ongar

Lister, Miss RutH, Peacocks, Mount Bures, Suffollk.

Lroyp, Mrs. Avrir, Holly Lodge, Great Horkesley.

Massrrr, Mrs, HaroLp, Manwood Chase, Abberton, Colchester.

Priest, Major-General Rosert, C.B., M.D., F.R.C.P., Goojerat
House, Abbey Fields, Colchester.

TurNeLL, J. J., J.P., Langleys, Great Waltham.

Cousins, Miss EiLeexy M., The Hall, Great Clacton.
Cross, Mrs. H. P., Bridgewick Hall, Chapel, Colchester.,
Crawrey, L. C, 38 Lukin Crescent, Chingford, E.4.
DousLepay, G. V., Old Rectory, Langford, Maldon.
DuckwortH, R. A., 36 Galsworthy Avenue, Chadwell Heath,
Romford.
Evram, ]J. F., M.A,, Royal Grammar School, Colchester.
Frincn, Mr., Langford Meads, Maldon.
GouLp, Mrs. BarBara H., Danes Cottage, Wickham Bishops.
Guny, Victor, West View, Aythorpe Roothing, Dunmow.
STEER, Mrs. M. A, Patmers, Duton Hill, Great Dunmow.
TomriN, Mrs. ANNE, Baconend Green, Great Dunmow.
Warrs, Tuomas, 5 Queen Street, Colchester.

Bacon, Miss E. B, The Thatched Cottage, Duton Hill, Great
Dunmow.

CoLEg, Mrs. M., Fen, Elmstead, Colchester.

DEean, Mrs. M., B.A,, Alma Street, Wivenhoe,

DoxcasTer, Mrs. M. M. 1., The Dames House, Berechurch
Tlall Road, Colchester.

GREGORY, Miss Ursura J., Gibbs, Little Baddow.

HatLEy, Mrs. A. R,, B.Sc., F.R.G.S., Vignes, 28 Folkstone
Road, Walthamstow, E.17.

Laws, F. ., Fermain, Wycke Hill, Maldon.

Campen, M. ]., Lightfoots, T've Green, Cressing.
Ganp, Mrs, K. M., M.A,, Smith’s End, Nunnery Street, Castle
Hedingham.
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8 QOct.
24 Nov.

25 Mar.

6 Apr.

6 May'

3 June

28 Aug.

NEW MEMBERS.

GorpoN, The Very Rev. G. E., M.A., Provost's House, London
Road, Chelmsford.

Parkinson, Comdr. Reay, D.S.C., R.N., Coringales, Hatfield
Heath.

SIL(,)\“ERSTON, Mrs. L., O.B.E., B.A., Fairlawn, Hatfield Broad

ak.
Stamves, Mrs. N. R., 13 Bancroft Close, Loughton.
Woobs, Joun, Ivy Cottage, Stanway, Colchester.

Crazg, MicHAEL, M.A,, Barnfield, Felsted.

Broop, Mrs. K. BinpoN, Lord Nelson House, Fingringhoe,
Colchester.
TeacuE, M., Endsleigh School, Colchester.

Prayrorp, Mrs. R., Friar Street, Sudbury, Suffolk.
Saunpers, H. A, Bedfors College, Regent’s Park, N.W.1.
ScaLg, Mrs. E. M., The Ryes, Sudbury, Suffolk.

SturGEON, Mrs. M. E. B,, Pound Field Bungalow, Alresford.

Carter, Mrs. H. MavrcoLm, D’Arcy Gate Farm, Tolleshunt
D’Arcy.

Cuick, Air-Commodore J. S., M.C., A.F.C., 14 Lincoln Terrace,
Felixstowe,

CokEeR, Rev. H. J., The Rectory, Salcott-Virley.

CorLporng, Miss KatHreeNn, Clifton, Fourth Avenue, Frinton-
on-Sea.

HarLEY, Lavrence S., Street House, Stoke-by-Nayland.

Hearsum, Mrs. M. L., St. Andrew’s, Fingringhoe.

UNIvERSITY LIBRARY, Edmund Street, Birmingham, 3.

Wririams, E. F.,, F.RE.S, F.Z.S.,, Warley Lea, Great Warley.

BurcEess, Mrs, CHrisTOPHER, Great Giberacks Cottage, Sandon.
GREER, Mrs. de B., Brickwall Farm, Layer-de-la-Haye.
OakLEY, Harry M., 75 Connaught Avenue, Frinton-on-Sea.
OakLEY, Mrs, Rusy V., 75 Connaught Avenue, Frinton-on-Sea.
Smvikin, R. L., 2 Fitzwalter Road, Colchester.

SiviiN, Mrs, R, 1., 2 Fitzwalter Road, Colchester.

BarcrLay, D. W., West View, Great Cornard, Sudbury, Suffolk.
Barcray, Mrs. D. W., West View, Great Cornard.
Lixpsay-SmitH, Capt. Linpsay, M.B.E., East Donyland Hall.

French, J. R, 12 Irvine Street, Colchester.

GIrLING, Mrs. M. S., Lawford, Manningtree.

WricHT, Mrs. L. A, GiLrute, M.A,, Brothock House, Great
Bentley.

Broop, Major L. Bixpox, Lerd Nelson House, Fingringhoe.

Carpy, C. L., 3 Middle Road, Colchester.

Faxg, Mrs., Feering Place, Keivedon.

Harvey, W. H., Blake House, Rayne.

MersoN, A. D.,, M.B.E,, M.A,, 124 North Station Road, Col-
chester,

ORrPEN-PALMER, Mrs. L. L., Bridge House, Spring Lane, Lexden,
Colchester.

OxTton, D. T, Nightingale Corner, Layer-de-la-Iaye.

TurNER, Jack, Catchbells, Stanway, Colchester.

TyLer, R. M. T., A.R.ILB.A., Western House, Stansted Mount-
fitchet.

Westwoon, A, B, 52 Station Road, Clacton-on-Sea.
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BexnsusaN-Butt, ]J., The Minories, High Street, Colchester,

Lixpsay, J., F.R.S.L., Castle Hedingham, Halstead.
Lorrs, REx O., 8 Lake Rise, Romford.

Asuny, H. B., 91 Holland Main Road, Holland-on-Sea.
Oates, R. E., 38 Wavell Avenue, Colchester,

GraHAM, JoHn, 20 Beaconsfield Avenue, Colchester.

Dusois, Mrs. Jean, Lane End Barn, Meadway, Burnham-on-
Crouch.

JeFF, RosiN, 92 Kingston Road, Oxford.

K~NowLESs, Mrs. SyLvia, Oliver’s Orchard, Oliver’s Lane, Col-
chester.

Sowter, W. A, National Assistance Board, Polish Hostel,
Kelvedon.

UNIVERSITY LiBRARY, Liverpool, 3.

ATtTHILL, Mrs. F., Palfreymans, Great Bentley, Colchester.

Coorer, L. P. H,, Hill Farm, Gestingthorpe, Halstead.

GAavyrorp, Joun M., The Gables, Oak Road, Tiptree, Colchester.

Gayrorn, Mrs. A, E,, The Gables, Oak Road, Tiptree.

EvLLis, DEnnis W, B.Sc., A.R.L.C.S., 22 Brackendale Gardens,
Upminster.

Hearn, G, W., Tollesbury, Maldon.

Hearn, Mrs. G., Tollesbury.

Loverr, Davip C., 49 Albert Street, Colchester.

Vax Rampaey, Miss M. Y., 20a North Hill, Colchester.

SkouMAL, Mrs. M. ]., ¢/o Star and Fleece Hotel, Kelvedon.

WiLLiamMsoN, Sgdn.-Leader J. C., Oaklands Park, Tolleshunt
Knights.

Barton, C. A., Oak Lodge, Terling, Chelmsford.

KENNELL, DENIS ., Seagulls, 133 King's Parade, Holland-on-
Sea.

LowensTEIN, E,, 1 Park Avenue, N.W.11.

MumMERY, CyYrIL A., 90 Debden Road, Saffron Walden.

OtreEr-Barry, F., MLA., 27 Lexden Road, Colchester.

ScriveNeEr, Mrs. Murie. E. M., Mandeville House, Saffron
Walden.

WaLKkeR, Mrs. J., Birketts Wood, Dedham.

EastoN, Mr., West House, 26 Lexden Road, Colchester.
FarTHING, V. A, The Lane, West Mersea.

Keme, P. M., 24 Birch Close, Buckhurst Hill.

KRBy, Mr., 47 Wellesley Road, Colchester,

MarTin, G. W., 535 Oxford Crescent, Clacton-on-Sea,
StrOVER, Rev, E. ]J., M.A,, Lawford Rectory, Manningtree.

Manoxey, Roxavp ., H.Q. Section, 20 Ftr. Bm. Wing, R.AF.
Station, Wethersfield.

MeTcaLr, P., 26 West Street, Colchester.

Surerey, A. J. T., 9 Albany Gardens, Clacton-on-Sea.

Brooks, Harny, Priory Cottage, Earls Colne, Colchester.

MarTiN, Miss Lorna, B.A., 27 Victoria Road, Colchester.

Hormes, J. H.,, MLA., Braeside, Well Lane, Stock, Ingatestone.
OveraLL, W. G., 1792 Inglewood Avenue, West Vancouver,
B. Columbia, Canada.
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LasmBertH, A. ], 42 De Vere Road, Lexden, Colchester.

WiLson, Professor WiLLran, D.Phil, D.Sc., F.R.S. Bridge
House, Earls Colne.

Ferrar, Lt.-Col,, M. L., 7 Newton Hall, Dunmow.
Mivcron, F., The Hoppit, Sheering, Bishop’s Stortford, Herts.
Mivrton, Mrs. F., The Hoppit, Sheering, Bishop’s Stortford.

Curistie, A. ., M.A., Red Cote, Thorpe-le-Soken, Clacton-
on-Sea.

Davis, C. M. S, 14 Eastern Road, Burnham-on-Crouch.

Evererrt, J. K., Broomhanger, Crown Lane, Ardleigh, Col-
chester.

Stewart, I. S. D., 5 Portland Road, Colchester.

Barron, K. ]., 47 Fulbrook Lane, South Ockendon, Romford.
Bewers, Miss D, R., Flat 2, 99 Maldon Road, Colchester.
CarLver, H. C., 37 Constantine Road, Colchester,

Lawrig, Rosert, Old Rectory, South Weald, Brentwood.
Sivon, Hersert, White House, Ongar.

SimonN, Mrs. H., White House, Ongar.

WEerpon, W. W.,, Red Lion Hotel, Colchester.

Seencer, R. L., 80 Kenilworth Gardens, Hornchurch.



DONATIONS TO THE SOCIETY.

1 January, 1953 to 31 December, 1955,

Mr., Cyrin Harr, M.B.—
‘The Early Charters of Barking Abbey’, by the donor, 1953.

Sir Cravp Hovrrts, G.C.M.G., C.B.E—
“Account of a Dorset or Somerset Family of Longman, with notes on re-
lated families’, compiled by the donor. Typescript, 1940.
The ArTHORS—
‘A Short History of Little Waltham’, by T. N. Benson and A. T.
Chapman, 1953.
Mr. DuxcaN CrLarg, F.S.A.—
‘ Church Furniture and Decoration’, by E. L. Cutts, 1854.

Mr. C. A. BARTON—

‘ Historical Notes and Records of the Parish of Terling, Essex’, by the
donor, 1954,

The HeapmasTER, Brentwood School—
' The Chronicle of the Society of Old Brentwoods®, vol, xi, no. 4, 1955.

The Rev. Canon M. M. Marrin—
‘The Church of St. James the Great, Colchester’, by the donor, 1954.

THe Recorps CommiTTEE 0oF THE E.C.C.—
‘ Introduction to Ingatestone Hall ’, 1953,
‘ Ingatestone Hall in 1600: an Inventory’, 1954.

‘ Examples of English Handwriting, 1150-1750°, by Hilda E. P. Grieve,
1954,

‘ County Maps of Essex, 1576-1852: a Handlist’, edited by F. G. Emmison,
1955.

‘ Highways & Byways of Essex: a Brief illustrated History’, 1955.

Messrs, BExnam & Co., L1p.—
‘ Barking Vestry Minutes and other Parish Documents’, by J. E. Oxley,
1955,
The PARKER GALLERY—
*An Introduction to the Parker Gallery.
‘A Catalogue of Old Regimental Paintings, Prints, & Curios.’
‘ Ships & Sailors: A Catalogue of Paintings, Models, ete.
‘A Chat on Old Ship Models.”
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Mr. J. G. O’Leary, F.L.A—
‘ Tudor Essex Exhibition at Valence House, Dagenham, May 7-21, 1955.

L

Mr. AuBrey GoOODES—

MS. Collection relating to the Manor of Aveley.

STEPHEN WARNER BEQUEST—

Printed copy of ‘ Letters Patent for the rebuilding of St. Paul’s Cathedral,
1682°.

Wooprorp HISTORICAL SOCIETY—
‘ Monkhams’, by A. R. ]J. Ramsey.

PURCHASED.
¢ Building in England down to 15407, by L. F. Salzman, 1952,
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