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This September sees the launch of the centenary year celebrations for the Girl Guides.
Who could have thought that 100 years ago a group of girls gate-crashing the first Boy
Scout rally at Crystal Palace on 4 September 1909 and demanding to join would have
had such an impact. This momentous event is being celebrated with a specially
designed maze in Crystal Palace Park being opened in September as well as other
events throughout the UK.

Today, as it did a hundred years ago, the movement provides a girl only space,
promotes diversity and equality, is relevant to today’s girls and, girls and women are
given a voice. There are half a million members of the guiding movement in the UK with
ten million members in 144 countries around the world.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

| trust that members have safely
received copies of volume 38 of the
Transactions (2007) and the List of
Members following despatch of the last
newsletter. Once again, we owe an
enormous debt of gratitude to our Editor,
Dr Chris Starr, and his Deputy, Helen
Walker, for seeing this bumper issue
through the press. | hope that you
approve of the introduction of colour
which, in my opinion, greatly enhances
the presentation. As previously reported,
the editors are on schedule to produce
volume 39 (2008) prior to the year-end.
This will complete the catch-up process
and will signify a significant milestone in
the history of our Society. This edition
represents the 150th volume and
concludes the third series which
commenced life way back in 1961.
Exciting enhancements are under
consideration for the first volume of the
fourth series which it is anticipated will
appear in autumn 2010. | hope to be in a
position to elaborate on these plans
shortly. However, what is crucially
important is that future issues of the
Transactions appear on a regular basis
in the autumn of each succeeding year.

| hope also that the accompanying List of
Members proves useful. | am personally
very encouraged by the considerable
level of interest which this initiative has
generated for it has prompted much
welcomed and valued contact with fellow
members. In this regard, | wish to
congratulate our long-standing member,
Professor Warwick Rodwell, on his
appointment as an Officer of the Most
Excellent Order of the British Empire
(O.B.E. - Civil Division) awarded in the
recent Queen's Birthday Honours List for
services to ecclesiastical archaeology.
Warwick, although now residing in
Somerset, has consistently shown a
keen interest in Essex archaeology.
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Most notably with his outstanding work
relating to the excavations and structural
analysis of the churches at Hadstock
and Rivenhall. | am especially indebted
to our member, Adrian Corder-Birch,
who thoughtfully brought this i joyous
news to my attention. _

To my mind, people are fundamental to
life and are the most crucial ingredient. |
am delighted to report that recently we
have enjoyed a considerable influx of
new members. To each and every one
may | extend a very warm welcome and
an earnest desire that it will prove
possible to greet you personally at one
of our events.

In the context of events those members
attending the Annual General Meeting
last June were richly rewarded. Firstly,
the enchanting location — the fifteenth
century timber-framed Marriage Feast
Room at Matching. Secondly, following
the formal business, Anne Padfield and
Alan Bayford captivated the assembled
company with their knowledge so
eagerly imparted. If this were not
sufficient reward a sumptuous tea
followed. It is a high risk strategy and
often invidious to single out individuals
but this aspect of the day was so very
much appreciated that | must place on
public record our gratitude to Ann and
Ken Newman.

| would like to take this opportunity to
draw your attention to the forthcoming
Morant Lunch to be held on Sunday,
18th October. The Rev Philip Morant
(1700-70) is, of course, renowned as the
county historian. Morant's first major
work was his History and Antiquities of
Colchester published in 1748. This was
followed by his magnum opus entitled
The History and Antiquities of Essex,
based on the manuscripts of the Rev
William Holman, which appeared
between 1760 and 1768. Morant held
numerous Essex livings including
Shellow Bowells (1733-4), Broomfield
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(1734-8), Chignal Smealey (1735-43), St
Mary-at-the-Walls, Colchester (1738-70),
Wickham Bishops (1743-5) and Aldham
(1745-70). In 1966 the Society removed,
at its sole expense, the marble
monument  commemorating Philip
Morant from the chancel of the old
church at Aldham and resited it in the
sanctuary of the new building erected in
1854-5. The east window of Aldham
church also contains a memorial window
financed by subscription in 1854. On the
same March day in 1966 the Society
also dedicated an oak tablet near the
tower of St Mary-at-the-Walls church in
Colchester to Morant's memory. The
Society annually commemorates the life
and work of Morant with a Lecture in the
spring and a Lunch in the autumn. The
guest speaker this year will be
appropriately focusing on the nearby
gardens at Easton Lodge immortalised
by Frances Evelyn Maynard, “Darling
Daisy”, the Countess of Warwick who
was the renowned mistress of King
Edward VII. The venue for the Morant
Lunch is the delightful fifteenth century
Swan Inn at Great Easton. Here you will
enjoy a comfortable environment,
excellent sustenance and, above all,
fellowship. Numbers are limited to thirty
so please book early to avoid
disappointment. Guests are welcome
with tickets available at £23.50 from Pat
Ryan (60 Maldon Road, Danbury, Essex
CM3 4QL - telephone: 01245 222237).

| look forward to advising you on the
developments regarding the Society's
grant of arms and a new corporate
identity in the next newsletter. In the
meantime | hope that you enjoy the
remainder of the summer season

H Martin Stuchfield
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ADVISORY COMMITTEE IN
ARCHAEOLOGY

The Committee met on 3 occasions in
2008-9 with County  Councillors,
archaeologists, museum curators and
representatives of Archaeology Societies
in attendance. The Committee stood in
memory of the late James Fawn. On his
retirement, the contribution of Clir.
Manning-Press to the Committee was
acknowledged.

A visit was made to Walton-on-Naze
Navigation Tower built 1720, Grade II*,
where cliff-fall was endangering its future
existence and adequate funding for
protection was to date not forthcoming.
The Chelmsford Archaeological
Conference 2008 had been well-
attended; papers should be published in
2010. Work continues on evidence about
the proposed 2™ runway at Stansted.
Clay-moulds for bronze castings have
been recovered from Springfield Lyons
Cheimsford. At New Hall Chelmsford,
Tudor gardens and paths have been
identified. Stebbing Park Barn is a 17"
century reuse of a medieval aisled
building. At Hadleigh Castle the impact
of the 2012 Olympic biking event is
under evaluation.

World War [l defences: surveys
Chelmsford, Clacton, Colchester and
Dengie peninsula have been completed.
Amongst others, a block-house near
Southminster was discovered.

Work with schools continues to highlight
East of England’s industrial heritage.
Secondary schools have received Parish
books containing their local parish’s
documentary place-name records.
European Route of Industrial Heritage:
In additon to Waltham Abbey
Gunpowder Mills, Duxford War Museum
has been added to the Route

Field Archaeology Unit: Roman gulleys
at Anchor St, Chelmsford, contained a
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human skull. Hall Barns, Fyfield, c.1600
barn and dovecote have been recorded.
Development stagnation has led to a
downturn in archaeology.

Colchester Archaeology: Urban streets
had been revealed at Colchester
Institute where funding for further work
has now been withdrawn. The Roman
City walls are being consolidated. Due to
lease end, new premises were being
sought urgently for the Colchester Trust.
Southend: WWIl air-raid shelters
survive at EKCO radio and TV Works
and were recorded prior to destruction.
Prittlewell Priory refurbishment was to
begin. A probable Neolithic cursus and
houses have been found at Nevendon.
The site for a new Museum which would
house the “Prittlewell Prince” has been
identified near the pier.

Uttlesford: Fieldwalking at Clavering
has revealed a probable Iron Age
enclosure. A Bronze Age hoard has
been found at Littlebury. Saffron
Walden castle is to be consolidated, and
the new Heritage Quest Museum is due
to open in 2011. A conference for metal-
detectorists and landowners was well-
attended.

Chelmsford Oaklands Park Museum
extension is due to open in late
2009/early 2010.

The Foulness Heritage Centre was
opening on first Sunday of each month in
summer.

The Harlow Pottery Industry report has
been published.

James Kemble
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discovery of a Roman mosaic floor in
Colchester:

‘1 wish you joy of your tessellated
pavement. | know you will value it and
step upon it with more pleasure than on
the finest Persian carpet: as it
raises...... up in your imagination
Proconsuls, Generals etc... in all their
Glory, who have been dead and gone
above these sixteen hundred years.’

(Thanks to Mark Lockett for discovering
this)

Source:
British Library Add MS 37220, f.46v

THE LINCOLN ORGAN AT
THAXTED

BETTER THAN A PERSIAN
CARPET?

Lord Dacre (1717-1786), of Belhus at
Aveley, antiquary and friend of Philip
Morant, wrote to the Essex historian on
26 December 1762 about the recent

Apart from church organ enthusiasts,
and residents of the Thaxted district, few
realise that this parish church possesses
the oldest unmodified Georgian church
organ in the country. Very few Georgian
instruments survived the restorations
and re-orderings on the later C19. The
Thaxted organ also has the distinction of
having been played by Gustav Holst and
Vaughan Williams who, on occasions,
would take turns in playing or conducting
the choir.

The instrument started life elsewhere. It
was built by the High Holborn organ
builder, Henry Cephas Lincoln, in 1821
and was installed in St John’s chapel,
Bedford Row, London, at a cost of £500.
Here it served well until one Sunday in
November 1856 when the minister, with
remarkable insight from the pulpit,
realised that the building was in a
structurally dangerous condition, and
hastily evacuated the congregation.
Soon after, the fittings were sold and the
chapel was demolished. The organ was
purchased by Thaxted church for £230,
and installed in 1858. Remarkably,
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although by that time it was a distinctly
old-fashioned instrument, it was not
modified in any way and continued in
use (with minor repairs in the 1880s and
in 1907) until the early 1950s when it
finally succumbed to the accumulating
problems of old age. Though replaced by
a new organ, remarkably the old
instrument was left in situ. Apart from the
occasional attention of an intrepid
enthusiast, it has slumbered in benign
neglect in the north chapel ever since.
Recently its importance has been more
widely recognised, and an appeal has
been launched for £300,000 to fund its
restoration. It has a fine Regency case in
original condition, and the longer
keyboard (with an extra seven notes at
the base end) is typical of the period.
Though it has a pedal keyboard of 20
notes, this is much smaller than on later
instruments. Some pipes have been lost
over the last century, wooden
components have cracked, metal pipes
have sagged and all the mechanical
components are worn or clogged with
dust. However it is exciting to know that
we may again hear the authentic
Georgian sound from such a rare
survivor. Members who wish to know
more, or are eager to contribute to the
restoration fund, can obtain information
from various websites, from which most
of the information in this brief note was
obtained.

Michael Leach
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east wall, which depicted draped
curtains around the east window, and
simulated painted boards with the Creed,
Lord’s Prayer and Ten Commandments,
was in poor condition. The structural
problems had become worse over the
last three decades, with the upward
thrust on the foundations threatening to
break the back of the building.
Underpinning had to be undertaken with
great caution, due to the risk of
precipitating collapse, but this delicate
work has now been completed
successfully. Also the trompe [loeil
paintings at the east end have been
conserved; this work showed that though
there had been some over-painting in
the C19, the design was very much as
originally executed in the C18.

Michael Leach

THE WARRENER’S LODGE
IN 1589

MUNDON CHURCH

The saga of the heroic rescue of this
church by the Friends of Friendless
Churches has ended. A photograph of
the chancel, taken when FOFC took over
responsibility for the church in 1975,
showed that heave had already caused
detachment of the panelling behind the
altar. The primitive C18 painting on the

The Thorndon Hall estate had been
acquired by Sir John Petre in 1573 and
was to become the main family
residence for three centuries. A glimpse
of the other end of the social order is
provided by an inventory of the
warrener’s lodge at Thorndon, made in
1589. The warreners job was
supervising the estate rabbit warren
which provided fresh meat in the winter
months, as well as being a source of
valuable fur. Generally warrens were
enclosed by walls, fences, hedges or
ditches (or any combination of these),
and the duties of the warrener would
have included maintaining the enclosure,
possibly feeding the rabbits in the winter
months, building special mounds for
them to burrow into (‘pillow mounds’),
dealing with vermin and poachers, and
catching rabbits for fur or meat when
required. Dealing with poachers could be
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unpleasant, as they could be armed and
were usually prepared to use violence to
avoid being apprehended.

The warrener’s lodge at Thorndon was a
modest building of two rooms and a loft.
Though there were bins for fuel (which
would have been logs from the estate) in
the two downstairs rooms, there were no
cooking utensils, so the warrener may
have eaten with the servants in the hall,
or lived on whatever he could roast in
front of an open fire. The loft had a
lockable door (with a key) and was used
as the bedroom. The bed was boarded
(not even the luxury of a corded base),
and the bedclothes were well used, from
the ‘thyn’ featherbed, the ‘verie olde
pillowe peced with manye pece’, an old
rug ‘full of holes newed at both the ende
with blew, red & yellow’ and an old mat.
With a few other items of bedding, a
plain press for clothes and four sliding
windows, this completed the inventory of
the bedroom.

One of the downstairs rooms, with a
‘hanging’ window, had what was
probably a trestle table, a bin for fuel, a
boarded door without lock or key, and
very little else. The second room, with a
sliding window, was lockable and
contained a table, an old turned chair
and a four-legged stool, as well as the
tools of his trade. These included a yew
bow ‘with one band somewhat above the
hande place’, five watching arrows and
one bolt. The. latter must have been a
heavy arrow with a piercing tip, more
often associated with crossbows and
probably for killing vermin or large game,
rather than rabbits. The purpose of the
‘watching’ arrows is not clear. A bill, an
axe and a spade, would have been used
for maintaining the warren fence or
hedge, and possibly for digging out
recalcitrant ferrets. There were - three
hayes; these were long nets which were
fixed with pegs or stakes so that rabbits
could be driven into them by dogs or
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men. One Essex example noted by F H
Emmison was 120 feet long. A dozen
purse nets completed the inventory.
These tubular nets would have been
pegged over the burrows to catch the
rabbits which had been flushed out by
ferrets.

Little is known about warreners who
continued to be employed on Essex
estates into the early C18, after which
the importance of providing rabbits on
gentry estates seems to have dwindled.
Essex had a few commercial warrens on
the metropolitan fringe, and pillow
mounds for rabbits were still being
constructed in Epping Forest towards the
end of the C19. However it would have
been difficult to compete with the
massive warrens of Suffolk and the
Norfolk Brecklands, some of which
survived up to the Second World War. In
the long shadow of myxematosis, it is
easy to forget that there was a
substantial market -for rabbit meat well
into the C20.

Michael Leach

Sources:

Inventory of the warrens lodge 1589:
ERO D/DP E2/14

Quarter Session Rolls up to 1714: ERO
Q/SR

Emmison, F. G., 1970 Elizabethan Life
and Disorder, ECC

Rackham, O., 1986 The History of the
Countryside, Dent

Warren, H., 1927 ‘Excavations in pillow
mounds at High Beech’ in Essex
Naturalist, xxi

Williamson, T., 2007 Rabbits, Warrens &
Archaeology, Tempus

DEMOLITION REFUSED

Grade |l listed buildings often do not
receive the protection they deserve, so it
is very encouraging to report that Epping
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Forest District Council has refused listed
building consent for the proposed
demolition of Thrift Cottage in Waltham
Abbey. The applicants had argued that
this C17 house had deteriorated to such
an extent that it no longer had any
historical or architectural value. A
supporting report from an engineer
contended that, in view of the structural
defects, demolition and rebuilding were
the best option. The report, however,
failed to show why the building was
considered to be beyond repair, and the
owners had not put the building on the
open market to see whether anyone
would be interested in taking on the
challenge. The Society for the Protection
of Ancient Buildings objected strongly to
the proposal on the grounds that the
proposal for demolition had not been
justified, and that no proper survey had
been carried out by a suitably
experienced surveyor. The Society
believed that detailed costings should
have been provided if the building was
considered to be beyond economic
repair.

Epping Forest District Council is to be
applauded. It had already shown its
teeth over the unauthorized destruction
of the interior of a listed building in
Ongar High Street in 2008. It is to be
hoped that its example is catching!

Michael Leach

Source:
Cornerstone, vol 30, no 1, 2009

VISIT TO LAMBOURNE
CHURCH, STAPLEFORD
TAWNEY CHURCH &
RECTORY

This outing started in the remote rural
setting of Lambourne church, externally
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a plain lime-washed church of C12
(nave) and C13 (chancel) date. An
enormous cedar of Lebanon in the
churchyard (estimated to be 250 years
old) was the first hint of the unexpected.
Entering through the west door (dated
1726) and passing under the elegant
gallery of 1704, there is an elegant
Georgian ornamental plaster interior. A
three centred chancel arch rests on
boldly enriched voluted brackets, and the
medieval crown post in the nave
improbably bursts into florid acanthus
foliage. The chancel is covered with a
faintly Gothic rib vault, with an ogee
surround to the round-headed east
window. Tie beams are enriched with
decorated plasterwork. There are
numerous C18 and C19 monuments,
and a good collection of hatchments. A
fragment of a medieval St Christopher
wall painting (discovered in 1951) has
survived, as well as the upper parts of
the frame of the C18 painted Lord’s
Prayer and Ten Commandments on
each side of the east window. Perhaps
its remote position and the close
proximity of two family mansions (one
now lost) explain its remarkable escape
from Victorian re-ordering. The timber
framed C15/16 belfry has an unusual
decorated corbel table (to take an
arched brace) on its SE post, just below
the gallery. The next posts west at
ground level have a vertical rebate,
presumably for timber panels to close off
the belfry at this level, perhaps removed
when the west door was inserted in
1726. The upper parts of the belfry are
an intriguing mix of original and reused
materials, with eclectic repairs in various
materials including plywood, galvanised
mild steel brackets, and a sawn beam
stencilled ‘PRODUCE OF MALAYSIA'.
Externally lime wash on lime plaster
conceals the evidence of the extensive
internal alterations, though the rusticated
quoins, at the junction of chancel and
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nave on the south side, probably date
from the 1720s improvements.

Between 1993 and 1996, the hard
cement render that had covered the
external walls was removed, providing
an opportunity to examine the fabric.
This confirmed the RCHM dating of the
chancel and nave (C13 and C12
respectively). Both roofs (hidden
internally by ceilings) had been replaced
in the C15. The brickwork of the C18
alterations appeared to date from a
number of different periods, and included
some London stock brick which is
unlikely to predate 1800. This evidence
suggests that the improvements took
place sporadically over much of the
century. The parish documents shed no
further light on this, though there was a
dispute over the churchwardens’
accounts for the building work in the
1720s and this could have stopped work
for a time. A detailed report will be found
in Essex Archaeology & History, xxviii
(1997) pp.250-55

A short migration under the M25 took the
party to Stapleford Tawney church
where Anne Padfield gave an
introduction to the church and parish.
Nave and chancel date from the C13 but
there must have been an earlier building.
During the construction of the parish
room in 1998, the base of an earlier
north wall was found. There are also two
C12 stone coffins which flank the south
nave door. The south chapel (dedicated
to St Agnes) postdates the rebuild of the
main church. The function of the blind
arch in its east wall is not clear, possibly
an altar recess. Its roof has been much
altered and has a ridge board — some of
the rafters are clearly of sawn timber,
and the nailed soulaces vary in size and
position. The timber framed belfry of
C15/16 was inserted within the body of
the church but was badly damaged by
fire in 1968, necessitating extensive
rebuilding of the upper parts by Bakers
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of Danbury. The surviving original
timbers have traces of red ochre paint.
An aumbrey on the north side of the altar
bears the initials RN and the date 1638 —
perhaps Richard Nicholson, rector from
1637 to 1643. The living was
sequestered after he was charged with
being a ‘common drunkard’. In the
colourful language of the period, he was
alleged to have said to have had ‘three
wicked and scandalous libels against the
Parliament, found in his study and (that
he) did sing one of them in an alehouse’.
For these offences, he was committed to
Newgate prison but was eventually
restored to the living in 1660. The altar
rails date from the C17 and examination
of their construction suggests that they
originally surrounded the altar on three
sides. The present appearance of the
church interior dates mainly from the
1862 restoration, with a few later
features; the ‘Father Willis’ organ of
1873, the nave ceiling of 1882 and a
mosaic reredos by Salviati & Co of 1883.
Most of the C19 stained glass was
destroyed in World War I, though a
beautifully vivid piece remains in the
north chancel lancet. Externally, some of
the hard cement pointing (presumably of
1862) has fallen away, and one fragment
of Roman tegula was noted in the south
nave wall, east of the porch with its
diminutive crown post roof.

In 1754, one of the younger Smythe
sons from nearby Hill Hall became
rector. The living, and the glebe, was
combined with that of Theydon Mount,
providing a rich endowment of about 150
acres of land. This was reflected by the
surviving farm buildings sited round a
yard, immediately north of the old rectory
— stable for riding horses, chaise house,
working horse stable (with central
cottage), a granary on saddlestones and
an open fronted cart shed. The tithe barn
(shown on C19 maps) has gone. The old
rectory itself wears a C18 brick front but
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the irregular spacing and size of its
windows, and a C16 concertina chimney
stack rising through the roof, betray its
earlier origins. Very little of the timber
frame is exposed internally, but the roof
is of late C16 side purlin construction
and, behind the brick facade, the two
cross wings can be identified. The
canted bay on the south side was
probably added c¢.1820. The garden
looked magnificent in the early spring
sunshine.

The Society is very grateful to Rob
Brooks and Anne Padfield for their
enthusiastic guidance, to the owners of
the Old Rectory for allowing us to enjoy
their garden, and to Anne Newman and
her helpers for the welcome tea which
rounded off the afternoon.

Michael Leach

ROBERT THE BRUCE,
KING OF SCOTLAND, AN
ESSEX BOY!

| wonder how many people are aware
that Robert the Bruce, king of Scotland
from 1306 to 1329, victor over Edward Il
at Bannockburn and architect of Scottish
independence, was alleged to have been
born at Writtle, in Essex, on 11 July
1274. | discovered this while indexing
one of the volumes of Essex
Archaeology & History. The article in
question, recently revised, was originally
written by the medieval historian J.H.
Round in 1920, an expert in the family
history of the period.

The English possessions had come into
the Bruce family via Robert's great-
grandfather, also named Robert, who
had married Isabel, one of the sisters
and co-heirs of John le Scot, earl of
Huntingdon and Chester. John le Scot’s
father was David, earl of Huntingdon, a
younger brother of the Scottish king,
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William | (‘the Lion’). When John le Scot
died in 1237, the English king Henry Il
refused to allow his Cheshire lands to be
divided amongst co-heirs, and promised
them other territories in compensation.
Thus, in 1241, Isabel received the Essex
manors of Writtle and Hatfield Broad
Oak, and the half hundred of Harlow.
These sizeable estates were still in the
possession of the Bruce family when Sir
Robernt, Isabel’'s grandson, died in 1304.
His son and heir, Robert (believed to be
the thirteenth Robert in the family) had
little time to enjoy his inheritance as he
forfeited his English lands on being
crowned as king of Scotland in"1306.

The Writtle website acknowledges the
connection between Robert Bruce and
Writtle, and even mentions the reputed
site of his birth, Montpelliers Farm on the
Margaretting road. These claims are
rejected by the Bannockburn museum in
Stirling, in favour of Turnberry Castle in
Ayrshire as the site of the future king’s
birthplace (this was also part of the
Bruce estates). Perhaps in the absence
of further evidence there should be a
twinning arrangement between Stirling
and Writtle — respective local authorities
take note! One intriguing thought — did
Robert the Bruce have an Essex accent?

Peter B. Gunn

COLCHESTER’S 1909
PAGEANT AND
COLCHESTER ROYAL
GRAMMAR SCHOOL

The idea of a Colchester Pageant began
in 1907 after a visit to Colchester from
Sir Henry Howarth, President of The
Royal Archaeological Institute of Great
Britain and Ireland, who in a speech said
that ‘the Corporation was perhaps
without exception the oldest in England”.
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He also said that Colchester was
‘perhaps, without exception, the oldest
town in England”.

The challenge was taken up by The
Mayor, Clir William Gurney Benham,
OC. and Ald William Marriage. There
had previously been  successful
pageants at Sherborne, Warwick, Bury
St Edmunds and Dover.

Benham invited the Earl of Warwick,
Lord Lieutenant of Essex, to be the
President; The Rt Hon James Round, a
noted historian. Brig-General Robb,
Commander of the Garrison, P. Shaw
Jeffery, Headmaster of the Grammar
School, became involved and the
Colchester Town Council members gave
full support.

Clir A. M. Jarmin, and P. Shaw Jeffery,
were enrolled to become authors with
Gurney Benham of the book of the
Pageant. The Staff, parents and scholars
of CRGS were asked to become actors;
together with the local Clergy and their
wives and families; local firms and their
employees.

On 23 September, 1907, at 3 p.m. the
first meeting of the Pageant Committee
members met in the Grand Jury Room in
Colchester's Town Hall. There it was
agreed that The Pageant House and
Office would be at The Holly Trees in
High Street, residence of the Round
Family; the rent was agreed at £75 per
quarter. A grandstand with seats at 2/6,
56, 7/6, 10/6 and 21/- was to be
purchased from Dover at the cost of
£1,200. The  experienced Louis
Napoleon Parker would be approached
to become Pageant Master and Major E.
A. Jackson would act as assistant. The
poet James Roades would be asked to
write the choruses for the songs as well
as the Triumphal Song.

A telephone, No 116, was installed at
Holly Trees by the National Telephone
Co., at the cost of £8 with an unlimited
number of calls. Mr Rose offered the
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Pageant Master a bedroom and a sitting
room at 8/6 per night but the Cups Hotel
in High Street offered the same terms
which were accepted. Armour for the
actors in Roman and Seventeenth
scenes was obtained from Dover for
£10. A chariot for Boadicea was bought
from  Gorleston for £10. The
Northamptonshire Regiments band was
willing to attend for £50. My own great
grandmother Ellen Wilson of Clarkson
and Wilson, Photographers of The Royal
Studio, High Street, was appointed
Official Photographer having paid £60 for
this privilege.

Posters were designed by W. Gurney
Benham. Coloured postcards with
images of the actors were by Miss M.
Irvin from St Mary’s Church Rectory.
Souvenirs were designed by H. Elwes
and sold by Cheshire’s China Shop at St
Botolph’s Corner.

Advance ticket sales made £6,000,
which shows the interest of the public.
Rehearsals were held from 26th April,
1909 and the first dress rehearsal, to
which the local schools were invited, was
on Saturday, 12th June.

The Pageant was presented to the public
from 21st to 26th June, 1909. The total
attendance was 55-60,000 of which’
5,000 per day paid for Grand Stand
seats. Performances lasted from 3 p.m.
to 6 p.m. The Great Eastern Railway
Company offered tickets at a fare and a
quarter for return tickets from anywhere
up to 150 miles from Colchester on
production of a Pageant Ticket slip.
These tickets were available from
Saturday 19th June to Saturday 26th
June, the last day of the performance.
The model of the Temple of Claudius
was 60’ by 30’ and built up in “Lego”
fashion by “slaves” in the sight of the
audience.

Banners were used and made by Misses
Bawtree and Montague, Mrs Reginald
Beard and Mrs Edward J. Sanders and
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Mrs R. Stanyon, mother of Miss
Stanyon, a mistress in the Prep Section
of the Grammar School, between 1907
and 1909. It was the first time the House
Banners were on display.

Dr Salter of Tollesbury noted in his
Diary, “Colchester Pageant - Wonderful
but very wet”. In fact there was rain
every day. On Wednesday, 23rd June,
Princess Louise and the Duke of Argyll
attended. Despite bad weather and the
London Church Pageant a profit was
made of £653 9s 1d.

The Colchester Central or Blue Coat
School scholars sang “Old King Coel”
and the Royal Grammar School scholars
sang -for the very first time in public
“Carmen Colcestriensis”. The words
were by P. Shaw Jeffery, the
Headmaster, and the music by Mr
Cuthbert Cronk, ARAM, the music
master. Boys and girls from The
Colchester High School took part in
dances which their Headmaster Mr C.
Harold Watkins composed.

Many members of The Old Colcestrian
Society took their place among the
organisers or cast.

At the end of the final day, 26th June,
1909, everyone turned to the Pageant
Master's box and cried “Hail” Louis
Napoleon Parker was then put into
Boadicea’s chariot and pulled by the
Grammar School Scholars to the Town
Hall for a reception.

It was not until the issue of THE
COLCESTRIAN No 24 New Series in
August 1909 that any mention is made to
the part played by the Grammar School
scholars in the Pageant. The Editorial is
then full of the matter.

Opinions may differ as to the merits or
demerits of Pageants in general, but that
the Colchester Pageant was the one
outstanding feature of the Summer Term
is a position admitting of no difference of
opinion whatever ...... King Willow had
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perforce to abdicate the School
actually made an extra attendance in
Pageant week, it is a record to be
proud of, unequalled nay! unrivalled in
the whole history of the revival of
Pageantry.

Moreover in the arena the School made
a brave show, the purple tunics and
scarlet cloaks of its present boys formed
a brilliant group, even amid that brilliant
spectacle.

The object of Pageantry is to diffuse a
knowledge of a town’s peculiar past, and
thereby to foster a local patriotism.

We have seen with our eyes Boadicia
driving the legions of the oppressor in
headlong route; we have seen OUR
SCHOOL and the first Master presented
to Queen Elizabeth, the Good Queen
Bess, who granted the charter, and Dr
William Gilberd of Colchester striking
forth the spark which has transformed
the world; we have seen the quixotic
loyalty of Lucas and Lisle quenched in
blood, and Cromwell's East Anglian
Ironsides charging home whose name
and honour must be kept untarnished
and augmented in the future to which
we, as schoolboys, belong then
Colchester Pageant will not have been in
vain. :

John S. Appleby
Old Colcestrian

SWEARING OATHS &
SIGNING PETITIONS

The Morant Lecture was given on 15
May by Professor John Walter at the
Methodist Church hall at Colchester. He
opened his stimulating account by
reminding us that Morant had attracted
both praise and blame for cutting up
some of Colchesters records and
pasting them into his scrap book -
praise because the material might
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otherwise have been lost, blame
because of what he threw away. As a
loyalist Anglican, he was troubled by the
‘spirit of sedition and disloyalty’ shown
by C17 Colchesters support of
Parliament. Today, the county’s role in
the politics of the early 1640s is seen in
a very different light, and this lecture
focused on the period from May 1641
and August 1642.

Charles | had governed without
Parliament for 11 years, but was forced
by events north of the border (and a
serious lack of money) to recall
Parliament in 1640. Initially this was
greeted with joyous celebrations but
things quickly turned sour. It was feared
that the king was intending to impose a
political settlement, possibly by using the
army, who were still in arms in the north,
to dissolve Parliament. With a Catholic
wife, and an Arminian-dominated
episcopacy, it was believed that he
planned the imposition of the Catholic
religion by stealth. There was a
considerable amount of communication
between London and the provinces, but
with Essex in particular. There were
three reasons for this a) Essex was
noted for its godliness b) Essex had
experienced great hardship from the
disruption of  continental trade
(particularly cloth manufacture), a
problem which only central government
could put right and c) many Essex
leading families were key Parliamentary
supporters.

In May 1641 the Commons, with the earl
of Warwick of Leez Priory as a key
player, drafted the Protestation Oath to
be taken by MPs to show their allegiance
to ‘the true reformed religion ...against
all Popery and Popish innovations’. It
also pledged support for the king,
defended the rights of Parliament and
the liberties of the individual. Most of the
Lords also subscribed, and copies,
official and unofficial, were widely
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circulated. The enthusiasm in Essex was
quite extraordinary, and copies were
signed during the Sunday services in
parishes led by the godly ministers of the
county. Fourteen parish copies listing the
signatories have survived, and they are
remarkable documents. In an age when
only male householders had a political
identity, the Protestation was signed (or
marked) not only by women, but also by
young unmarried men. It is difficult now
to appreciate how radical this was.

In January 1642, Charles | tried
unsuccessfully to arrest the leaders of
Parliament. This led to Parliament’s
insistence that all must subscribe to the
Protestation. Unfortunately much of the
material from this period was burnt in the
C19 fire which destroyed Parliament, but
45 local parish lists survive for Essex.
Again analysis of the signatories shows
that unusually large numbers of women
subscribed — 100 in Sible Hedingham,
for example. Not everyone was in
support, and in Radwinter the minister
Richard Drake (whose living was later
sequestered) did not gign. Different
versions of the petition went to the king,
the lords and the commons, the wording
of the first two being tactfully adapted.
The Essex roll was the first to be
submitted and contains signatures
(about 7000 in total), sometimes with
short comments, were cut up, shuffled
and stuck onto the document with no
parish identification. Professor Walter
has been trying to unravel this complex
document in the House of Lords library
for several years by tracing names of
signatories to particular parishes. Some
names are unusual enough to be linked
with confidence, others (such as Silence
Moultwood) have so far defied
identification. When finally unravelled,
this roll will provide a considerable
amount of information about the
inhabitants of Essex and their views in
1642.
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There is other evidence of the radical
views that were held in Essex, and
Professor Walter gave a few examples.
In August 1641, Ralph Josselin, rector
and diarist of Earls Colne, had trouble
with Thomas Harvey, a weaver. He
entered the church, took the book of
common prayer and threw it into the
village pond. The next day he tried to
burn it — not an obviously logical
sequence, but possibly akin to a witch
trial — if the book floated, it was guilty
and needed to be burnt. Puritans
believed that this edition of the prayer
book was seriously contaminated with
popery.

There were various disruptions in
Radwinter where the minister, Richard
Drake, had refused to sign the Petition.
One of his curates was attacked, during
a burial service, by several women
armed with shears; their intention was to
snip off his surplice which was regarded
as an atiribute of popery. There were
several incidents at baptisms, in one of
which the curate was prevented from
making the sign of the cross (regarded
as ‘the mark of the beast’) by a cloth
being thrown over the infant. Much
information comes from the. accusations
laid against Drake by his parishioners,
which were recorded in his diary
together with his refutations.

There was another petition, in June
1642, from the train bands which had
been called to Dunmow by the earl of
Warwick. This noted that the king had
been ‘seduced by wicked counsels’ and
affirmed its willingness to defend
Parliament against any threat.

Morant gives an account of Sir John
Lucas’s attempt to leave Colchester, to
join the king early on the morning of 22
August 1642. A large crowd surrounded
his house at St John’s Abbey, which they
plundered, and ‘barbarously used his
mother who was held at sword point.
Lucas and his chaplain were taken off to
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London as prisoners and elsewhere in
the area, there was a series of attacks
on Catholic families, generally known as
the Stour valley riots.

It was a time of extraordinary political
ferment, with: Essex very much in the
forefront. There was also an explosion in
the number of printed publications at this
time — more were published in 1642 than
had been printed since the invention of
moveable type, and it included pieces of
polemic Royalist propaganda such as
Mercurius Rusticus. Many
contemporaries felt that the people were
not to be trusted, that the rabble were a
serious threat to social order, and that
king and church were the only defence
against chaos. Others were equally
convinced that the king had been
seriously misled, and that there was a
real threat of the re-introduction of
Catholicism and the curtailment of
Parliament and English liberty. The part
played by Essex in the political and
religious debate which set the scene for
the Civil War was extremely significant.

Michael Leach

ESSEX ELSEWHERE

As usual the Ancient Monuments Society
newsletter contains brief items of interest
to Essex members.

The Friends of Friendless Churches now
have funding to conserve the early C13
wall paintings at Wickham Bishops
church (now in use as a stained glass
studio). The newsletter contains a
photograph of a reconstruction of the
original bold and complex geometrical
design, now only faintly visible on the
north wall.

AMS reports hopeful news about the
Petre’s cemetery chapel at Thorndon.
Though it is litte known and not
accessible to the public, it has suffered
from serious vandal damage over many
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years. It is a spectacularly decorated
building of 1854 by the Puginian
architect, William Wardell with much
carved stone, and a hammerbeam roof
heavily ornamented with gilded and
painted angels. Most of the stained glass
has been destroyed, but recently
agreement has been reached between
Lord Petre, the Roman Catholic diocese
and the Historic Chapels Trust for its
preservation and possible re-use. This is
excellent news.

Michael Leach

LOOKING FOR A GOOD
HOME

There comes a time when the bibliophile
with finite shelving has to grow ruthless.
The Transactions of the Ancient
Monuments Society (2002 to 2008
inclusive) and Industrial Archaeology
Review (1996 to 2008 inclusive) now
need to find new homes, and will be
given to anyone willing to collect from
Ongar (or pay postage). Please contact

Michael Leach 01277 363106 or
leach1939 @yahoo.co.uk
AGM AT MATCHING

The 2009 AGM took place in the
magnificent Marriage Feast Room at
Matching. After the conclusion of the
formal business, two speakers told us
about the history of Matching.

Alan Bayford spoke first about the
history and landscape of the parish.
Matching was large parish of 2417
acres, with a detached 1% acres in
adjoining Sheering. At Domesday there
were six manors (later reduced to five),
wholly or partly in the parish. Some of
their boundaries are probably very
ancient. Most of the manors are near the
parish boundary, many would have had
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their own chapels (Housham Hall’'s was
noted in 1720). There were scattered
settlements  throughout the parish
(named greens, ends and tyes) which
were probably fully formed by the C13.
Domesday arable acreage is below
average, as is the amount of woodland,
so there were probably common fields
on the higher ground in the south of the
parish. Many of the major farms
scattered across the parish, and some of
the smaller houses on the greens, have
moats.

Sue  Oosthuizen, of Cambridge
University, advocates the use of
contours when studying landscape

history. There is an E/W watershed
running across the southern half of the
parish (but not forming the parish
boundary) and almost all the manors are
situated on the 250 foot contour line,
with the arable land below. This is
practical, being the spring line where the
high level gravels rest on the head
deposits.

Though Matching is now at the end of
the road, footpaths radiate out from the
church and probably represent former
roads. A pond just to the north was not
shown on the 1777 map, though the
avoiding kink in the road is present. It is
fed by an iron-rich spring, and the kink
probably indicates that there was a pre-
existing pond which was remade after
1777. The moat round the hall is not
symmetrical and was probably fitted
round the existing buildings and orchard
when moat building became fashionable.
Map evidence suggests that there was
also a small attached green. John
Hunter had commented that these
attached greens were not unusual with
other Essex manors. The church, as
usual, adjoins the manor, but it is
interesting to note that it is well adrift of
an E/W orientation.

Anne Padfield then spoke about the
buildings of Matching itself. The church
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is the least interesting, having had a very
heavy restoration (and a rebuilt chancel)
by A W Blomfield in 1875. An octagonal
Perpendicular font, a Jacobean pulpit,
two brasses a C15 tower and the nave
arcades survive.

The nearby Hall is a large farmhouse
with two crosswings of varied C16/17
dates, with a central fagade gable added
later. At the back is a corner-to-corner
addition (overlapping by a door width)
which is half of a crosswing from another
house, modified, re-erected and
provided with a pyramidal roof. This
“pbackhouse” would have been a
combined kitchen, brewhouse and
washhouse. There is a second free-
standing building nearby, also with a
pyramidal roof. Dating is impossible as it
is plastered internally, and its original
function is unknown.

The Hall has a fine collection of
outbuildings, starting with an aisled barn
(probably for the lay rector’s tithes) of 8
bays of C16/17 date, with two wagon
porches. There is a marked deterioration
in the quality of the timber from one end
to the other. Though the reason for this
is unknown, it is not an uncommon
finding in Essex. C19 shelter sheds
were added to maximise manure
production for use as a fertiliser — a
priority on farms at that period. There is
also a modest thatched stable built of re-
used timber, a granary and a C18 brick
dovecote.

The vicarage is probable mid C16,
originally jetted but subsequently
underbuilt. A diagonal dragon beam
internally shows that the jetty originally
ran round the side. It is a small house
with basic parlour, hall and service wing,
reflecting the poverty of the living. The
incongruous brick crosswing, which
dwarfs the timber framed building, dates
from 1884, and there is a little barn for
the small tithes, probably C17 in date.
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The Marriage Feast Room is late
medieval in date, of four bays and with a
crown post roof. The two floors have
separate access, though there is
structural evidence that the stairs to the
first floor were originally at the other end
of the building, facing the church. The
first floor windows are in their original
position, and the shutter grooves can still
be seen. There is evidence that
suggests it was originally built against
another building, a crosswing perhaps
containing the chimney (the present
chimney being a later addition). Though
Morant described it as a marriage feast
room, it was probably originally the hall
of a guild with an upstairs meeting room,
and provision downstairs for storing
equipment, catering and the brewing of
“church ales”. In the C19 it
accommodated the church clerk, and
part of it was lived in until the 1970s.

After an excellent tea, members were
free to explore the immediate vicinity,
and to enjoy the efforts of a team of bell
ringers who had fortuitously arrived.

Michael Leach

COURSES IN NAVAL &
MARITIME HISTORY AT
UNIVERSITY OF
GREENWICH

The University of Greenwich, in the
superb setting of the Old Naval College,
offers a number of interesting courses
on these topics, two in the autumn term
and another two in the spring/early
summer, for 2 hours weekly over 12 to
15 weeks. The focus is mainly on the
Royal Navy and the Merchant Navy from
the C18 to the C20. There is also a full
time or part time MA in maritime history.
Further details can be found on their
website at www.gre.ac.uk/gmi
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Essex County  Council requires

volunteers to help complete a survey of
all railway lines in the County. The
project aims to record all remaining
architectural features along the lines and
is therefore a substantial task. Any help
would be appreciated.

Routes already recorded include the
Flitch Way, the Saffron Walden Branch
Line, the Shenfield to Southminster Line,
the Woodham Ferrers to Maldon East Line
and the Witham to Maldon Line.

If you would like further information,
please contact Laura Belton on 01245

437613, laura.belton @ essex.gov.uk

PUBLICATION &
RESEARCH FUND

The Publications Development Fund was
set up in 1992 to provide financial
support for the Society’s publications.
Due to the energy and enthusiasm of its
first secretary, Major Bill Hewitt, and the
generosity of members of the Society,
the capital raised over the first ten years
exceeded Council's expectations by a
considerable margin. The Fund was
further augmented in 2003 by the
incorporation of other funds held by the
Society, and it was decided to expand
the scope of the fund to provide for the
possibility of making grants towards
members’ research projects. It was
accordingly re-named the Publication &
Research Fund but it is still operated in
the same way, granting only the interest
which is generated by the capital. It was
agreed that the first call on the Fund
should always be the Society’s
publications, and over the years only one
small grant has been requested to assist
in the publication of a members
research report.
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Members may not be aware of the
broader nature of the PRF, but it can
make grants towards the cost of
collaborative research projects
organised by, or run in association with,
the Society. It can also be made to
individual members to assist research, or
the publication of research, on Essex
history or archaeology. Applications
should be made in writing and supported
by two referees. Grants may be
allocated in advance, but will only be
paid when the project is in corrected
proof for publication (or its electronic
equivalent), and will lapse after three
years if not claimed. Applications should
be made to the Hon Secretary of the
Fund, Dr Chris Thornton at 75 Victoria
Road, Maldon CM9 7HE.

FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE
— THE CREATION OF A
HISTORICAL MYTH?

Everyone knows about the angel of
Scutari, the genius behind much C19
medical reform and the principal driving
force behind the creation of nursing as a
respectable profession. It is therefore
surprising that examination of the
primary sources provides a very different
picture. Florence Nightingale’s reputation
was largely created by the press at the
time of the Crimean war (she was,
perhaps, the world’'s first ‘media
celebrity’) and was further boosted by E.
Cook’s biography of her, commissioned
by her family soon after her death in
1910. This was reinforced by Cecil
Woodham-Smith’s Florence Nightingale,
published in 1950. This was one of the
formative influences of my childhood and
I vividly remember its blue cloth binding,
with elegant silver lettering on the spine.

A recent article in the British Medical
Journal looks more critically at her
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career. She came from a very well
connected family with close links to Lord
Palmerston (prime minister during much
of the Crimean War) and was a close
friend of Sidney Herbert, who was a
strong ally, as well as secretary for war.
She was imbued with her class’s attitude
towards any who rose above their station
in life and had a very poisonous
relationship with army doctors, of whom
nearly three quarters were Scottish or
Irish, many from humble backgrounds.
She took a particular dislike to ‘that old
smoke-dried’ Dr Andrew Smith, director-
general of the army medical department,
whose father was a shepherd. She was
bitterly scathing of Dr John Hall, principal
medical officer in the Crimea, whom she
incorrectly accused of having no medical
qualifications (in fact, he was an FRCS
by examination, unusual at that time);
when he was later honoured with a KCB,
she sourly observed that this stood for
‘Knight of the Crimean Burial-grounds’. It
is suspected that much evidence of her
prejudice and her antipathies would have
been found in her letters and papers, but
these were destroyed later in her life,
perhaps in the interests of protecting her
reputation.

The press had a very considerable
influence in creating her image. This was
the first war that had had extensive
press coverage, the first to attract war
‘tourism’ and the first to be recorded
photographically. The press, then as
now, was eager to extend its influence
and to expand its readership with
sensational stories, and accounts of
scandals, and appears to have been
largely responsible for establishing the
Nightingale canon. Her recruitment by
Sidney Herbert was part of the
government’'s attempt to assuage the
public criticism whipped up by the press,
but her actual contribution, with only 38
nurses to help her, must have been very
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thinly spread amongst the 5000 patients
awaiting them. There is some evidence
to suggest that she may have done more
harm than good, but the image of the
‘angel of Scutari’ — largely a creation of
the contemporary press — still has a
strong hold on popular belief.

Even her proposals to reform army
medical practices, as well as the training
of nurses, appear to have been
significantly exaggerated by the press
and her adoring public. Her idea of
establishing a Medical Staff Corps
(mentioned in a letter to Sidney Herbert
in January 1855) had already been
suggested by the detested Dr Andrew
Smith, and agreed by the War Office.
Similarly her proposals for a medical
statistical branch had been pre-empted
and already put in place by Dr Smith,
and her suggestion for the need of an
army medical school had been
recognised half a century earlier (though
she did provide active support to this
enterprise). As for nurses, the British
army had employed women in this role
from the beginning of the C19.

Though this has little to do with Essex; it
has a great deal to do with the
understanding and interpretation of
history, as well as the need to evaluate
facts critically, and to be very cautious
about accepting established traditions.

Michael Leach

Source:

Williams K, 2009 “Reappraising Florence
Nightingale” in British Medical Journal
vol 337, 1461-1463
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

I announced in the Winter 2008 issue of
the Newsletter that the College of Arms
had consented to the Society receiving a
Grant of Arms. | am delighted to
announce that the process of devising
“arms which are pleasing, representative
and heraldically correct’” has now been
completed. The Letters Patent (a
colourful illuminated and decorated
document) authorising the Society to use
the arms for posterity has been prepared
bearing the seals of the three Kings of
Arms (Garter, Clarenceux and Norroy
and Ulster). Classical scholars may be
interested to learn that the Society has
adopted the motto “DUCIT AMOR
ESSEXIAE”, which is not subject to
heraldic jurisdiction. It is very gratifying
to be able to report that Her Majesty The
Queen has appointed our agent,
Thomas Woodcock, as Garter Principal
King of Arms (the senior Officer at the
College of Arms and a position which
has existed since 1415) with effect from
1% April 2010. This is a well deserved
promotion for Thomas Woodcock who
has very kindly offered to present the
Letters Patent to the Society early in
2010. Members will receive an official
invitation to a reception which it is
anticipated will be a memorable
occasion in our distinguished history.
Unfortunately, Mr Woodcock will not be
wearing his highly elaborate heraldic
tabard as these can only be worn in the
presence of the Sovereign!

| am delighted to be able to report that
volume 39 (2008) of the Transactions
has been produced as forecast with
mailing taking place during the first week
of January. | stated in the last Newsletter
(Summer 2009) that this volume (the
150" would conclude the Third Series.
Since that time our Editor, Dr Chris Starr,
and his Deputy, Helen Walker, have
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worked at such a prolific rate that it now
seems highly likely that it will prove
possible to despatch the 2009 issue of
Transactions in spring 2010. In the light
of these welcomed developments a
decision has been taken to conclude the
Third Series with volume 40. | hope you
will agree that this is a rather more
convenient number! As previously
reported, future issues of the
Transactions will appear on a regular
basis in the autumn of each succeeding
year. It is now proposed to introduce the
exciting enhancements, to which | have
already alluded, for the first volume of
the Fourth Series (the entitlement for
2010) which it is anticipated will appear
in autumn 2011.

| am also delighted to report that our
Indexer, Peter Gunn, is working at a
prolific rate to the point where he has
almost completed the indexing of volume
28. It is hoped that during the course of
2010 it will prove possible to produce a
further Index Volume for the Third Series
covering volumes 21 to 30 (1990-9).

Whilst writing, it gives me great pleasure
to be able to announce that Chris Starr
has been appointed Project Officer for
the Manorial Document Register
(M.D.R.) for Essex, a major new project
to put full details of Essex manorial
documents  on-line. The  project
constitutes a partnership between the
Essex Record Office, The National
Archives (T.N.A.) and Royal Holloway,
University of London and is part of a
wider national scheme. The Manorial
Documents Register, maintained by
T.N.A,, is the official register of manorial
documents in England and Wales and is
a particularly useful source of
information for those wishing to research
manorial history. It has been estimated
that Essex possessed more than 1,200
manors with one aim of the M.D.R.
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project to locate the whereabouts of
every known record relating to them. On
completion of the Essex project, the
M.D.R. database (which is accessible on
the T.N.A. website) will have particulars
of the nature and location of the county’s
surviving manorial documents, an
exciting new resource for everyone with
an interest in Essex history. The main
funding for the project has been provided
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by the T.N.A. and The Marc Fitch Fund.
The Essex Society for Family History
and The East of England Regional
Archives Council have also contributed. |
am pleased to be able to advise that the
Society has donated the sum of £500 for
the purchase of a notebook pc to assist
Chris Starr with the task of researching
Essex manorial documents for the
M.D.R. project.

Your Society is structured on the basis of three separate committees, namely
Library, Publication and Programme which each meet twice per annum and report
to the Council. The Library Committee normally meets in March and October at
Hollytrees in Colchester to consider such issues as acquisitions, book reviews
and the management of the Society’s Library which is housed on permanent
deposit in the Albert Sloman Library at the University of Essex. The Library is our
most important and valuable asset with a conservative valuation of £100,000
placed on it in the Society’s accounts.

It is hoped that it will prove possible to hold the 2011 Annual General Meeting at
the University’ of Essex with the intention of providing members with an
opportunity to see the Library and learn more about its operations from both our
Hon Librarian, Dr Jane Pearson, and Nigel Cochrane, the Deputy Librarian at the
Albert Sloman Library. 1 should, of course, remind you that the Society’s
Library is ordinarily available for your use during normal opening hours. In
fact, members can obtain reader tickets permitting the use or to borrow
books from all parts of Essex University Library upon application to the
University Librarian.

My purpose for providing this background is two-fold. Firstly, we are eager to
recruit new members to the Library Committee and secondly, we are
anxious to create a panel of individuals to whom we can call upon for the
purpose of reviewing books for publication in either our Transactions or
Newsletter. Jane Pearson (Cob Cottage, The Street, Great Tey, Colchester,
Essex CO6 1JS drjanepearson@hotmail.com)

or | (Lowe Hil House, Stratford St Mary, Suffolk CO7 6JX
martinstuchfield @btconnect.com) would be delighted to hear from you if either of
these areas are of interest.

H. Martin Stuchfield
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IN SEARCH OF THE
HAVERING PALACE
FISHPONDS

Havering was a royal manor before the
Conquest and, after passing through the
hands of many royal consorts and
subsequent tenancies, was finally sold
by the crown in 1828. The park was
divided during the Commonwealth and
remained in divided occupation after the
Restoration. Though James | had used
the palace as a hunting lodge, by 1650 it
was described as a ‘confused heap of
old, ruinous, decayed buildings’. Some
repairs were done by its tenant after the
Restoration (it was assessed for 58
hearths in 1670) but, by 1719, it was in
ruins and uninhabitable. By the
beginning of the C19, nothing remained,
and an ltalianate mansion was built on
its site in the middle of the century. This
in turn was demolished in 1925 and the
gardens to the west were divided up and
sold off as plotlands. The C19 stables
and lodge, part of the wall of the
vegetable garden, a stuccoed terrace
retaining wall and a gate pier, and a still
impressive Wellingtonia avenue from this
period have survived within the present
country park. The site, high on the angle
of an ‘L’ shaped ridge, has spectacular
views to south, west and north — that to
the south now being fortunately
screened by trees from the Romford
conurbation.

In the early Middle Ages there were
three royal fishponds in Essex -
Newport, Writtle and Havering. The last
appears to have been the most
important. 3000 pike were ordered for re-
stocking in 1245-51 and 400 bream were
despatched to the royal households in
London during the same period. Pike
and bream were a popular mix, as the
former reduced the prolific numbers of
fry from the latter, enabling decent-sized

Winter 2009

bream to be produced. There are
records of gifts of smaller numbers of
bream to the bishop of London and
others. In 1260-67 the keeper was
ordered to repair ‘the pond outside the
manor, the stew within the gate and the
wall of the manor’. The stew would have
been a small pond near the palace
kitchens for short-term storage of fish
destined for the table, but there must
have been a substantial pond or ponds
elsewhere with access to running water,
essential for the breeding and fattening
of substantial numbers of fish. The
nearest possible site within the park
would have been in the valley of the
River Rom, over a mile away.

Fish were easily stolen and Oliver
Rackham maintains that, for reasons of
security, medieval fishponds were
always near a dwelling. A map of the
Liberty of Havering made in about 1618
shows, within the park, ‘the greate poole’
on the River Rom adjoining the Great
Lodge. Further upstream, but still within
the park, is the moated site of Little
Lodge. There is also ‘the newe pond’ on
an eastern tributary of the Rom but this
has no building nearby. Neither lodge
has survived but the modern map shows
two areas of woodland, Roseberry Wood
North and Roseberry Wood South which
are approximately in the position of the
moat and the ‘greate poole’ respectively.
Roseberry Wood North is triangular in
shape with the Rom running along the
east edge on a gravely bed. The wood
slopes slightly upwards towards the
west, making it an unlikely site for a
pond, though a moat might have been
possible. However, apart from a narrow
east-west drainage ditch near its
southern end, and what looked like the
former line of the river bed near the
present stream at the north end, there
were no signs of embankments or moats
within the woodland. The nearby Park
Farm was built about 1869 as a model
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dairy farm to supply the London milk
market, so it is possible that any remains
of Little Lodge and its moat were
destroyed at that time.

Roseberry Wood South is roughly
square, and the Rom takes a dead
straight line diagonally across it
suggestive of a diversionary or re-cut
channel. The river has been
supplemented by a tributary and has a
significantly greater flow than at Park
Farm. There are several high earth
banks at the edge of the wood at the
southern end, but most are steep and
regular, with scanty vegetation, and look
to be of recent construction for farming
or horse livery purposes. Some are
surprisingly high, and could be on top of
an older bank. Within the wood, near the
southwest corner, is a short length of
substantial bank of much more slumped
form, and more mature appearance. The
line of the river is 50 feet to the east but,
as already noted, this might be a
diversionary channel to take off surplus
water, an essential protection for
fishponds. There is a wet area on the
western edge of the wood which may be
part of the former channel leading to this
old embankment, so there is a possibility
that this is a remnant of the ‘greate
poole’. However a considerable amount
of earthmoving has taken place relatively
recently and it is difficult to be sure. The
nearby buildings, marked as Lower Park
Farm, are now used for light industrial
purposes, and the farm house, perhaps
the site of Little Lodge, no longer exists.
To the south are the flat valley bottom
and the urban fringes of Collier Row.

Michael Leach

Sources:

Powell WR (ed.), 1978 Victoria County
History of Essex, volume vii

Pevsner N et al., 2005 Buildings of
England: London 5: East, Yale UP
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Rackham O, 1993 The History of the
Countryside, Dent

OS Pathfinder map 1:25,000 (1976, from
surveys dated 1954-73)

THE HARLOW POTTERY
INDUSTRIES - A NEW
MONOGRAPH FROM THE
MEDIEVAL POTTERY
RESEARCH GROUP

A study of the Harlow pottery industry
(centred on the appropriately named
Potter Street) has been long awaited.
This industry was active between the
C13 and C18, though it is the C17 wares
that are best known, particularly
Metropolitan slipware which found its
way as far afield as the North American
colonies. The kilns and their products
have been researched, recorded and
collected by dedicated enthusiasts since
the 1950s, in particular by Wally Davey.
This new monograph is compiled in
collaboration with Helen Walker, the
pottery expert at the ECC Field
Archaeology Unit at Braintree. It
classifies four groups of Metropolitan
slipware to assist identification and
dating of finds from excavations. There
are also other sections on earlier
products, as well as the technology and
organisation of the Harlow potteries. This
important monograph will be reviewed in
Essex Archaeology & History in due
course.

Meanwhile copies may be obtained from
Lyn Blackmore, Museum of London
Archaeology, Mortimer Wheeler House,
46 Eagle Wharf Road, London N1 7ED
or through
www.medievalpottery.org.uk/occpap3.ht
m Itis in A4 format, has 198 pages and
costs £16 including p&p.
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PROGRAMME OF THE
HISTORICAL
ASSOCIATION, ESSEX
BRANCH

Meetings are held at The Link, Trinity
Methodist Church, Chelmsford and are
open to Vvisitors and prospective
members. A donation of £2 is requested.
Saturday, January 9 at 2.30pm: Anne
Curry, professor of history at
Southampton University and president of
Historical Association, “Women and work

in the Middle Ages”
Saturday 6 February at 2.30pm: Dr Colin
Haydon of  University  College,

Winchester, “Robespierre”

Saturday 6 March at 2.30pm: Prof Hugh
Brogan of Essex University, “Tammany
Hall, the historical implications”

Saturday 10 April at 2.30pm: Dr Bob
Bushaway of Birmingham University,
“1830-33: Captain Swing and the rising
of agricultural labourers in southern
England, and Sam Sharpe and the
largest British slave revolt in Montego
Bay, Jamaica: free and slave labour — a
case of mistaken identity”

Friday 14 May at 7.30pm: Dr Herbert
Eiden of the Victoria County History of
Essex, “The hurlyng time: the Peasants’
Revolt of 1381”

COUNTESS OF
WARWICK’S TREE HOUSE
AT EASTON LODGE
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the tree house fell into serious decay
and, about 20 years ago, all that
remained was the twisted frame of one
wall perilously perched in the dead oak
tree. However a professional enthusiast
for timber-framed buildings was intrigued
by the possibility of restoration and
discovered much of the rest of the frame
stacked on the ground nearby, covered
in moss but in remarkably good
condition.  Surprisingly the original
carpenter’s assembly marks were still
legible on the bottom tenons of the
posts, as well as on the corresponding
cill mortises, and it was relatively easy to
assemble two of the original six walls.
These, together with one surviving roof
rafter, contemporary photos and Peto’s
original  sketch, provide enough
information for a complete restoration.
Realisation of this will depend on finding
funds, but in the meantime the partially
assembled tree house has found safe
and secure shelter in a barn on the
Writtle College campus. The prospect of
its ultimate restoration is eagerly
awaited, though much will depend on
resolving the problems which have led to
the regrettable closure of Easton Lodge
gardens.

Michael Leach

Source:

Cornerstone (the magazine of the
Society for the Protection of Ancient
Buildings) xxx, no:2, 2009.

Those familiar with the gardens at
Easton Lodge may remember that the
Countess of Warwick commissioned the
architect, Harold Peto, to design a rustic
thatched tree house as a suitable place
for adults to partake of afternoon tea.
Not surprisingly, with the decline and
post-war demolition of the mansion itself,

RECOGNITION FOR ESSEX
ARCHAEOLOGIST

The name Tony Wilkinson will be familiar
to members of the Society for the
contribution that he has made to the
archaeological study of Essex.
Following many years on the staff at the
University of Chicago he recently
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returned to Britain and is now professor
of Archaeology at Durham University.
Two years ago he was elected a fellow
of the British Academy and now the
Academy has recognised his
contribution to landscape archaeology by
awarding him one of the medals which it
gives for academic excellence in the
humanities and social sciences to
reward those who make an outstanding
contribution or achievement in their
particular field of research. At the award
ceremony on 30™ September 2009 Tony
received the John Coles Medal for
Landscape Archaeology which is given
for “distinguished achievements, by any
scholar based in Britain and Ireland, in
landscape archaeology in any part of the
world and in any period”. The
explanation for the reward was as
follows:

“Tony Wilkinson has carried out over
many years fundamental and innovative
research on landscapes, including dry
lands and submerged landscapes. His
work ranges from temperate Europe to
the arid zones of the Near and Middle
East. In the UK, he investigated a
submerged landscape on the Essex
coast and related it to long-term trends in
sea level change. In Iran, he
demonstrated that the Gorgan wall of
baked brick was constructed in
conjunction with major water supply
systems, and cut through a heavily
populated landscape. In Syria, he
illustrated the fundamental landscape
changes that took place between the city
states of the Syrian Bronze Age and the
territorial empires of the Iron Age and
later. He has shown how early cities co-
evolved in an intimate relationship with
their  environment, involving the
aggregation of smaller household units.
His recent book Archaeological
Landscapes of the Near East, (University
of Arizona Press, 2003) won several
major prizes. He has set the agenda for
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landscape studies in archaeology,
setting the highest standards of practice,
indicating the many outstanding
problems, and pointing the way for future
work.”

His contributions to Essex archaeology
include a review of the development of
the landscape of South Essex based
upon rescue excavations in advance of
new road construction (Wilkinson 1988)
and the fieldwork referred to above
carried out on the Essex coast which
was designed to investigate its evolution
since the end of the Ice Age (Wilkinson
and Murphy 1995): Wilkinson et al
forthcoming).

David Buckley

Wilkinson T. J., 1988, “Archaeology and
Environment in South Essex: Rescue
Archaeology along the Grays By-pass,
1979/80” East Anglian Archaeology No
42

Wilkinson T.J., and Murphy P.L., 1995
“The Archaeology of the Essex Coast,
Volume 1: The Hullbridge Survey” East
Anglian Archaeology No 71

Wilkinson T. J., et al Forthcoming
“The Archaeology of the Essex Coast
Volume II” East Anglian Archaeology No
XX

HAROLD CURWEN, THE
CAREFUL PRINTER (1885-
1949)

On 27 March 1973, members of the
Double Crown Club were addressed
after their dinner by Herbert Simon of
Chipping Ongar. His speech was later
published as a booklet in a limited
edition of 120 copies and was, most
appropriately, printed by the Curwen
Press of Plaistow (formerly in Essex, in
the extreme south west corner of the
historic county).
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In 1863, Harold’s father, founded the
Plaistow printing works (later J Curwen &
Sons Ltd) to print music. A former
Congregational minister, he had devised
(from other systems) the Tonic Sol-Fa
system for teaching singing to amateur
church choirs. He was an
unconventional man, an admirer of
William Morris, and a believer that
happiness came from the production of
good and useful work. Harold himself
was born in 1885 in the family home of
Upton House, Loughton (which had been
the birthplace of Joseph Lister) and in
due course was sent to the New School
at Abbotsholme, a pioneer public school
where the teaching of handicrafts went
hand in hand with the more usual
subjects. Here he excelled in metalwork
and furniture making, and was
introduced to the Arts and Crafts
movement. After a brief spell with his
father’s firm as an unpaid assistant, he
worked for a year for a music printer in
Leipzig, after which he returned home
and attended Edward Johnston’s classes
at the Central School of Arts and Crafts
in London. Johnston was a fine printer,
and subsequently the designer of the
sans serif typeface still used on the
London Underground. He brought an
almost religious zeal to printing, sharing
the Arts and Crafts view that making
beautiful things would improve both
individuals and society, and would make
England a better place to live in.

Harold worked full time at Plaistow from
1908 and was made a director in 1911.
He brought Johnston’s zeal to the works,
encouraging the staff to take an interest
in good design, and generally to improve
standards of typography. He was
influenced by Emery Walker (who had
assisted William Morris at the Kelmscott
Press) and was an expert in the
technique of spacing. Much printing at
that time was disfigured by ‘rivers’,
serpentine white spaces snaking down
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the page between the type. This could
be overcome by careful adjustment of
the spacing between letters, but these
skills took some time to master and the
Curwen Press did not entirely avoid
‘rivers’ until the early 1920s.

The firm had a wide range of badly
designed typefaces of poor legibility. The
First World War brought an unexpected
bonus — due to the scarcity of metal, the
Ministry of Munitions were willing to buy
any unwanted type metal, and Harold
persuaded his co-directors to dispose of
large amounts of the old stuff, and to
replace them with a limited range of well
designed types such as Caslon and
Garamond. Not all their customers were
pleased with the result. One of their best
clients, the West Ham Corporation
Tramways, was furious to find their
accounts sheets clearly and legibly laid
out in Caslon Old Face without due
notice, and promptly took their custom
elsewhere. The war also solved another
of Harold’s problems. The firm’s
traveller, who brought in all kinds of
unwanted work such as boot polish
labels and Jeyes Fluid posters, joined
the Royal Naval Reserve and, after war
service, emigrated to Australia.

Harold brought an infectious enthusiasm
to his work, and his promotional material
must have startled his more conventional
clients. One of these stated ‘It is a great
pleasure to arrange fine type, and still
finer artistry, to convey the spirit of your
message. And work that is a pleasure is
usually a success. Will you allow me to
arrange and execute your printing at the
Curwen Press, Plaistow, E13?’ Another
leaflet must have been even more
surprising to East London
manufacturers. Headed with an image of
a boy and girl dancing wildly, the text
exhorted clients to ‘Get the Spirit of Joy
into your printed things. The World’s
dead tired of drabness in Business Life.
Give your customers credit for a sense
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of humour and some understanding.
Take courage in both hands and have
your printing done cheerfully. | arrange
and make courageous printing at the
Curwen Press.” Even today, such an
approach would have the ability to
astonish! His enthusiasm also extended
to the design of new typefaces — a sans
serif (some vyears before Johnston’s
Underground Sans) and a particularly
beautiful poster type, cut in wood and
patented in 1919.

In the second quarter of the C20 the
Curwen Press established a formidable
reputation in the world of fine printing,
entirely due to Harold’s drive and vision,
and it deserves to be much better
known. It had a strong influence in
pushing up the standards of printing
throughout the industry. Harold retired in
1940 to the West Country, having lived
for most of his working life in Loughton.
In the 1970s the Curwen Press
abandoned letterpress, and moved to
Cambridgeshire to specialise in the
production of high quality prints.

Michael Leach
Source:

Simon, H., 1973 Harold Curwen, the
Careful Printer, The Curwen Press

VISIT TO HOLBROOKS
AND MOUNTNESSING
MILL

On July 4 members visited this
interesting house not far from the mill.
Brenda and Elphin Watkin explained that
its unexceptionable external appearance
belies much of interest within. Originally
it faced east onto what is now a short
drive which dwindles into a public
footpath running north/south down a
shallow valley. The present building is
the service crosswing of a vanished hall
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house which would have had a second
crosswing at its southern end. There is
internal evidence of a garderobe stack
attached to the north side, accessed by
a narrow and low-headed doorway on
the first floor. There is also another
unusual feature, a room under the jetty
on the east side of the present building,
originally with no access from inside the
house. It had an external doorway in the
north wall, opening near the lane. It is
unlikely that this was a shop in such a
rural location, but it must gave had some
special and clearly defined function.
Nothing is known of the early history of
the house but it, and its surrounding
land, were not tithe-free so it would
appear that it was not owned by the
nearby Thoby Priory in the medieval
period.

Internally, the removed partition between
the two service rooms is marked by a
line of mortice holes in the underside of
one of the large cross beams, and slots
for wattle housing in the upright posts.
Part of one of the four centred arched
doorways into the lost hall, as well as the
opening of the other door, is visible.
There was a third door from the hall, to
provide access to the original staircase
leading to two upper chambers. The
square section ceiling joists have central
tenons, dating the construction to about
1400. Most rooms have evidence of the
window shutter grooves (some partly
filled in) with mortices for substantial
diamond mullions.

Upstairs the position of the window in the
west chamber shows that the hall would
have been of single story height which is
usual for Essex (unlike neighbouring
Kent or Suffolk). The crown post roof has
substantial foot braces, and was
originally open above the tie beams.
There are also axial braces to the crown
post.

The party then moved on to
Mountnessing windmill for an informative
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and entertaining guided talk by Geoff
Wood who looks after the other mills in
the care of Essex County Council. In
1850 almost every Essex parish had its
own water or windmill, but exactly a
century later the last windmill in the
county ceased working after a fatal
accident to its miller. The trade was
arduous and hazardous, and constant
vigilance was required to avoid potential
disaster to the mill, including the need to
keep it facing into the wind at all times.
At Mountnessing this had to be done by
lifting the access ladder off the ground,
and manually rotating the entire mill on
bearings which were liberally greased
with tallow. The mill, which is in working
order, was a joy to see with everything
neat and tidy, and in good order. After
doing some real milling, though, it takes
several days to clean up — “Dusty” was
an apt soubriquet for the miller!

One of Ann Newman’s excellent teas
followed. The Society is ever grateful to
her and her helpers, as well as (on this
occasion) to Geoff Wood, Brenda and
Elphin Watkin, and to the owners of
Holbrooks for allowing us to look all over
their house.

Michael Leach
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VISIT TO TIPTOFTS,
WIMBISH

GEOFF WOOD 1941 - 2009

It is with deep sadness that | write of the
death of Geoff Wood, Essex County
Council’s Mills Support Officer. Geoff
joined the County Council Mills team in
2001 and with his antecedents being
millers he had a wealth of knowledge
and experience which he endeavoured
to pass on to all who met him. His
enthusiasm and sense of humour will be
much missed by all who worked with him
and those who had the pleasure of
meeting him on a visit to a mill.

Sally Gale

On 15 August 2009, members visited
this exceptionally interesting house on a
perfect summer’'s day. Tiptofts is a
timber-framed manor house with aisled
hall and two cross-wings, and is on a
moated site, the moat surviving on all
four sides. The southern cross-wing has
been tree-ring dated to 1287-1329, and
the hall's west spere post has given a
similar date. This is the earliest dated
English house of its type.

Much of the aisled hall survives,
including the west aisle and the head of
a fourteenth century window. The hall is
open to the roof, with a hammerbeam
centre truss and moulded spere posts.
Originally there was a hearth in the
centre of the hall, the smoke escaping
through a barrel type louver. A brick
chimney was inserted in the sixteenth
century. One of the three doors into the
service wing (the southern cross-wing)
survives; traces remain of the other two.
At the dais end of the hall, the line of an
oriel window can be seen on the exterior.
The southern cross-wing was built by a
different carpenter, with widely spaced
timbers, infilled with planks rather than
with wattle and daub. Extensions were
made in the seventeenth and nineteenth
centuries which conceal much of the
medieval front of the house.

The decoration in the hall on the aisle
piers, crown posts and spere posts
indicate that the house was intended to
impress the local gentry. It is not known
who was responsible for the building. At
some point, it was in the hands of Sir
John de Wauton (d.1347) who was a
knight of the shire for Essex in the
parliaments of 1330 and 1341, served as
sheriff in 1330-2, and at other times
acted as a commissioner of array and
keeper of the peace. He fought as a



Charity Number 213218

member of Earl Wiliam de Bohun’s
retinue early in the Hundred Years’ War,
was at the battle of Crécy, and died at
the siege of Calais in 1347. His funeral
took place at Wimbish church where his
brass can still be seen.

After looking at the nineteenth century
barns, we went on to Radwinter, and
after tea, provided by the Radwinter
Women'’s Institute, looked at the church.
Much of it was restored and rebuilt in the
second half of the nineteenth century,
with several High Church features. The
central part of the reredos, originally
carved in Brussels in about 1510, was
purchased by the rector in 1888. It
depicts scenes from the life of the Virgin
Mary, and sets her life in the midst of
fifteenth century people.

The afternoon was extremely interesting
and varied. Many thanks to John Walker
for guiding us at Tiptofts, and to Ann
Newman and Pat Ryan who organised
the visit.

Jennifer Ward

VISIT TO HADLEIGH

Members of the Society visited Hadleigh
on 19 September 2009 in a perfect early
autumn weather, meeting at the
reconstructed Iron Age roundhouse in
the country park. It was closely based on
the building excavated by Paul Drury in
the 1970s at Little Waltham, modified
slightly to meet modern requirements (a
second door for a fire escape, for
example, and a wider porch for practical
reasons).

Gary King described the reconstruction.
The timber came from ECC country
parks (apart from the chestnut from
Norsey Woods, Billericay) and the thatch
from Great Yarmouth. Setting out was
done with rope anchored to a central
peg, and the six posts of the inner ring
were erected. The post holes for these

10
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were three feet deep to ensure stability
during construction. The bridging pieces
across the top of these posts were
notched to get a better fit, and then
secured to the tops of the posts with
seasoned 2" oak pins, driven into the
posts to a depth of 18 — 24". Then the
outer ring was marked out, and the
frame of the porch constructed.

The next stage was the erection of the
posts of the outer ring, and weaving of
green hazel rods between. The wallplate
was fixed to the top of these posts with
oak pins. Having a stable outer wall, the
roof timbers (at 45° pitch) could be put in
place, lifted by machine and lashed into
position with rope, and pegged to the
wall plate Considerable physical strength
would have been required to do this
manually. The rafters, being slightly
irregular, had to be jiggled into position
to get the best fit over the wall plate and
bridging pieces to meet neatly at the
apex. A woven hazel ring was made up
on the ground between pegs, and then
roped into position half way between the
bridging pieces and the apex to give
greater stability.

Daubing the outer wall came next.
Suitable clay needs to be exposed for
several months to make it workable, and
as this was impractical, ready-mixed
daub, containing small amounts of
chopped straw and sand, was bought in
— 22 tons of it, at about £100 a ton. For
health reasons, dung was not added.
The daub was made into balls and
hurled the wattle wall, and this required a
team of one thrower and three ball
makers each side.

Fixing the hazel rod battens across the
rafters proved tricky, as the lashings
tended to work loose, allowing the
battens to slip down. This was solved by
screwing the battens into position,
though lashings were used as well,
consuming about 1%2 miles of rope! Half
a mile had already been used, a
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reminder that adequate supplies of rope
would have been essential (probably
originally made from retted lime tree
bark). Finally the roof was thatched
professionally, using about 5 tons of
Norfolk reed. This was chosen as being
more durable and more fire resistant
than straw, and was expected to last at
least 30 years.

The kitchen area was placed inside the
door on the left, the traditional place in
round houses throughout the world. A
central fire pit was deemed unsafe, so a
raised hearth was formed from left-over
daub in a timber box, and is now as hard
as brick. No smoke hole was provided as
it is thought that a hole in the thatch
would have made that part of the roof
vulnerable to sparks from the fire, and to
weather. High levels of smoke would
have fumigated the thatch and assisted
its preservation. Perhaps burning dry
seasoned wood might have made
conditions a little more tolerable for the
occupants.

The party then moved on to Hadleigh
castle. David Andrews briefly outlined its
history, Susan Westlake from English
Heritage described recent work on the
surrounding  landscape  (potentially
threatened by the construction of a cycle
track for the 2012 Olympics), and Ken
Newman outlined the reasons for the
geological instability of the site. Deep
cracks in the approach path had already
hinted at the unstable nature of the
ground on which we stood. Hubert de
Burgh was granted the land in 1215, and
it seems likely that the castle was largely
complete when a licence to crenellate
was granted in 1230. The castle,
characterised by square towers, was
acquired by the crown in 1239, and
Edward Il made internal improvements in
1311-1312.

Edward lll, in a period of peace and
considerable affluence, undertook major
reconstruction between 1360 and 1370,
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with round and ‘D’ shaped towers. This
building was largely for spectacle and for
the display of power, rather than for
defence, and was matched by a similar
(but now lost) castle on the other side of
the Thames at Queenborough. Unlike
the latter, Hadleigh is asymmetrical,
probably due to the difficult topography
of its site. The east entrance was
blocked, and a new barbican formed on
the north side. The castle mill and wharf
(with a sunk boat full of Kentish
ragstone) had been identified, on the
now drained marsh near the railway line.
It is not clear if the mill was powered by
the nearby stream, or by the tide. There
were royal hunting parks at Thundersley,
Rayleigh and immediately adjoining the
castle itselff. No pales survive for
Hadleigh park, but Park Farm, on high
ground, has been suggested as the site
of the park lodge. The stream, running
diagonally north-west/south-east through
the park, was found to have three dams
along its length. Map evidence shows
that one is of C19 date, the other two
may be medieval fishponds. The dry
valley running to the west of the castle
was probably formed by human activity
(a road from Hadleigh to the quay,
deepened by natural erosion) rather than
by a stream. It is marked as Castle Lane
on a late C19 map. The extensive
excavations and tramways of the
brickworks were further to the west, and
do not appear to have intruded on this
valley.

In 1552 Edward VI sold the castle to
Richard Rich and large scale demolition
followed (some of the stone may have
been used to build his mansion at
Rochford Hall). During the C17 and C18
the cliff face below the castle became
well vegetated but, though the south wall
was still in place in 1863, the ‘D’ shaped
tower on this side had already toppled.
Between 1890 and 1895 there was a
major landslip which carried away the
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entire south side of the castle ruins.
Another slip between 1930 and 1955
split and tilted part of the north-east
tower. Construction of a counterweight
berm in 1965 failed to stop a further
partial collapse of this tower. There was
a further slip on the west side under
heavy snow in 1969. Spoil from the
1971/2 excavations inside the castle,
dumped on the true rear scarp to the
north, caused further slippage in 1975. In
1973 vegetation was removed from the
south slope by bulldozer and, within two
years, there was further movement along
the line of the 1890s landslip. There
were further slips on the south slope,
and on the west side, in 2001/2. It is
clear that the castle site is being slowly
disembowelled from the south, and that
it will only be a matter of time before the
south-east tower collapses down the
slope.

The reasons for this progressive
instability are complex. The hill on which
the castle stands is London Clay, dipping
about 1° to the south, and containing
small amounts of altered volcanic ash
liable to expansion and contraction
during wet and dry periods. Movement of
the River Thames and changes in
climate and sea level in geological time
have caused erosion and slipping of the
cliff. However it seems that the cliff has
remained relatively stable from about
2000 years ago until the mid C19. There
is no simple or single explanation for the
1890s slip, but probable factors are a)
natural weathering of London clay on
slopes, which decreases stability b)
creep on the steep face of the slope at
17-20° (fully stable at no more than 8°) c)
some unrecorded event at the base of
the slope d) cool wet weather in the
1890s lubricating and destabilising the
upper slope e) an extreme local event,
such as the 1884 Essex earthquake,
floods in the 1880s and 1890s, and
vibration from explosions, or low
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atmospheric pressure, or tidal bounce in
the nearby estuary f) human
disturbance, such as the nearby

Salvation Army brickworks in the late
C19 and g) clearance of vegetation from
the slope in the latter part of the C19.

It is clear that little can be done to
prevent the eventual loss of the south-
east tower.

Michael Leach (with many thanks to Ken
Newman)

Source

Hutchinson, J.N. & Gostelow, T.P., 1976
P.T.R.S.L. series A 283, pp.557-604
Ryan, P., 1999 Brick in Essex: a
Gazetteer of Sites, Pat Ryan

CONSERVATION AT ST
ANDREW’S, HATFIELD
PEVEREL

The complex conservation of the west
nave doorway of this church has recently
been completed by Bakers Conservation
of Danbury, and achieved national
distinction as runner-up in the SPAB
John Betjeman Award 2009. The
Norman door arch had been built with
alternating blocks of Caen and Reigate
stone, with clunch columns and imposts
below. Bath and Ancaster stone had
been used for subsequent repairs. The
principal problem was in the arch where
the Reigate stone had decayed far more
than the adjoining blocks of Caen stone,
with almost total loss of the chevron
pattern in places. Problems had been
exacerbated by the use of a cement-
based mortar for pointing the doorway,
as well as the surrounding rubble walls,
causing damage from water retention
and efflorescence of dissolved salts.

As the contrast between the mouldings
on the alternating stones used in the
arch was so severe, it was decided to
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build up the eroded detail using a colour-
matched lime mortar over a fine

stainless steel armature. This was then
tool-finished to match the worked stone,
and given an appropriately coloured
shelter coat of lime wash (which will
need to be repeated every few years).
Loose cement mortar was removed, but
the sound areas were left to avoid
damage by hacking out this hard
material. The end result, which belies the
considerable skill which went into this
repair, is of a naturally weathered
doorway, without the previous sharp
contrast between the  severely
weathered Reigate and the sharp
detailing on the Caen stones of the arch
VOUSSOIrs.

Michael Leach

Source:

Cornerstone (the magazine of the
Society for the Protection of Ancient
Buildings) xxx, no:3 (2009)

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Essex County Council requires
volunteers to help with a survey of
railway architecture. Volunteers are
especially needed for the south west,
north east and central areas of the
county. Please contact Laura Belton on
01245 437613,
laura.belton@essex.gov.uk.

BOOK REVIEW

Havering Village, Ardleigh Green and
The Harolds: a Pictorial History, Chris
Saltmarsh and Norma  Jennings,
Phillimore, 2009, ISBN 1860775527,
pp120, lllustrated and Indexed, £16.99

Books consisting of old photographs of
particular localities have multiplied
greatly over the last two decades, driven
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by a curiosity about the past as seen
through the lens of the camera. This
well-presented hardback is a sequel to
From Havering to Harold Wood which
was published about 15 years ago,
which stimulated the offers of previously
unknown photographs and led to this
publication. This in itself is a useful
function of such books and one hopes
(possibly over-optimistically) that the
better images will find a permanent
home in a local library or record office,
as the reproductions suffer an inevitable
loss of quality. This book has a useful
and thoughtful introduction, covering the
social history and development of the
area in the C20. It includes some non-
photographic illustrations, such as maps,
which are very welcome, but also some
rather odd choices, such as a Great
Eastern Railway parcel label. The
photographs vary considerably in quality
and, while appreciating the need to
appeal to local purchasers, one feels
that there are too many stiffly posed and
amateurish group photos. Not
unexpectedly, the skilled photographer
stands out, and those of the magnificent
Mr Bell of Leigh-on-Sea (usually with his
trade-mark 1930s box saloon parked in
view) deserve a volume of their own. To
its credit, the book does have an index
though it is an inconsistent one, lacking
(for example) an entry for railways while
having group entries for churches, clubs,
parks and so on. Neither is the splendid
Mr Bell included. However this book will
have a strong appeal to those familiar
with the area.

Rayleigh in 1809, Noel Beer, HTR
Publications, 2009, pp52.

This latest booklet from the fluent pen of
Noel Beer recreates the distant world of
Rayleigh in 1809. After a succinct village
topography, he begins with the nation’s
war with France and the effects it had on
Rayleigh to supply troops and to man the
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militia; on the profits of grain farmers and
the lot of the poor. This leads to a
discussion of the work of parish officials,
making good use of surviving parish
records: churchwardens, overseers of
the poor and the pressing issue of the
poor house, as poor rates rose and
poverty increased. The four constables
were busy people with the increased
movement of people during the war.
Thence to the work of surveyors, the
difficult job of road maintenance, helped
by the spread of Essex turnpikes. Two
inns housed overnight travellers.
Coaches, carriers’ carts and slow
wagons made London in a day. Rayleigh
was not quite at the end of the world.
And their children went to school. There
was a Church school, a Baptist school
and a Sunday School. Of those married
in Rayleigh in 1809 39% signed their
name.

In 1809 Rayleigh (and the nation)
celebrated the Jubilee of George Il
Military displays, a church parade, feasts
(with toasts) and fireworks, for which ‘the
poor of the parish appeared to outvie
each other in gratitude.’

Two useful appendices cover the work of
the Manor Court and the details of the
1809 rate books.

As ever, this is a good read and a must
for all Rayleigh citizens.

The guide to Suffolk churches, D.P.
Mortlock, Cambridge: Lutterworth Press,
2009, ISBN 0718830762, pp607,
lllustrated and Indexed, £30

For Essex buildings, we are fortunate to
have James Bettley’s new edition of
Pevsner. On the subject specifically of
churches, we have the benefit too of
older publications, not least John Fitch’s
1996 Select guide published by the
Friends of Essex Churches. We await,
however, an enterprise on the scale of
D.P. Mortlock’s Guide to Suffolk
churches. (Suffolk, it should be noted,
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has about 100 more medieval churches
than Essex). This book contains what
was originally a three volume work
published from 1988-92 in a single
volume, which has been revised to
include, inter alia, more information on
bells. One change the author notes that
has occurred in the intervening time is
the way churches have increasingly
become community buildings, provided
with kitchens and toilets to service what
Private Eye has called the ‘rite of coffee’
and some clergy the ‘ministry of
catering. A change he does not
comment upon, one which will frustrate
users of his book, is the growing number
of churches which are kept locked and
without information on where to obtain a
key.

Mortlock describes himself as ‘an
enthusiast rather than an expert.
Enthusiasm makes the text a lively read,
and as to not being an expen, that is
false modesty. True, a crown post may
be described as a king post, but the
author’s knowledge of churches and
local history is profound. Each church
entry is a comprehensive vignette, a
model of observation and a miniature
guide book in its own right, covering
everything from its setting to
architectural features to woodwork, glass
and monuments. Mortlock is keen on
monuments, and often quotes the more
interesting and curious verse epitaphs.
The only limit to the scope of the book is
that it is confined to Anglican churches.
There are brief notes on the styles of
architecture, and a combined glossary
and index provides further technical
explanation and also makes it possible
to search for architects and artists. But
in a book of this length, an introductory
overview would have been welcome, as
would a bibliography to point to where
that information might be found, such as
the excellent old one published by the
Suffolk Historic Churches Trust, or the
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work of Munro Cautley, or the books by
Birkin Haward on Suffolk roofs and
arcades.

Michael Leach, Andrew Phillips and
David Andrews

A SINGING COMPETITION
IN 1773

On 6 November 1772 an advance notice
appeared in the Chelmsford Chronicle:
‘To all LOVERS of MUSIC. AT Mr.
WILLIAM KIRKHAM'S, at the Sign of the
Horse and Jockey, on WARLEY
COMMON, near Brentwood, Essex, on
THURSDAY in Whitsun-Week, 1773, will
be GIVEN GRATIS a fine large CHINA
PUNCH BOWN and SILVER PUNCH
LADLE, to be sung for by any Company
of Singers in this County, each Company
to sing three Songs in two Parts, and
three Catches, in three Parts; the
Catches to be sung out of Mr.
ARNOLD'S Catch Club Harmony; Sold
by Messrs. Longman, Lukey and Co. No.
26, Cheapside, and by Messrs. Hawes,
Crowder, and Buckland, in Pater-noster
Row, London; also by Messrs. Clachar
and Frost, and Miss Hassall,
Booksellers, in Chelmsford. A good
Ordinary will be provided, and Dinner
upon Table at One o'Clock precisely; the
Singing to begin at Two, and to be
decided by three proper Judges of
Music; After which will be a CONCERT
of Vocal and Instrumental Music, by
some Gentlemen Performers.’

Thursday in Whit Week was a holiday in
this part of Essex and in 1773 it fellon 3
June. Expanded descriptions of the
competition were in the Chelmsford
Chronicle and the Ipswich Journal in
May. Each choir was to have at least six
singers, dinner was to cost 2s. 6d and
‘half a Dozen Drinking Glasses,
Ornamented with Musical Trophies’ had
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been added to the prize. Choirs now
had to choose only two of their three
catches from Catch Club Harmony, but
two of their songs were to be from the
first and second volumes of Arnold’s
Essex Harmony. ‘Great variety of
Singing by several Country Choirs’ was
to be heard afterwards, in addition to the
music by gentlemen performers. |t
seems likely that each choir limited itself
to its six best singers for the competition,
but all members got a chance to sing
later in the day.

John Arnold (1720-1792) lived all his life
in Great Warley, near Brentwood, where
he was a gentleman farmer, a member
of the vestry from the age of 21 and a
church warden for many years. The
Horse and Jockey was re-named the
Horse and Groom when there were no
longer annual race meetings on Warley
Common. It lay just outside the parish
boundary, on the road to Brentwood, and
presumably had better accommodation
for the competition than Great Warley’s
two public houses, the Thatchers Arms
and the Magpie (now the Headley).
Arnold is generally described as a
psalmodist, because of his very
successful compilation The Complete
Psalmodist, which included tunes for all
150 psalms, some composed by himself,
and went into seven editions between
1740 and 1779. However, his church
choir, like other 18th century companies
of singers, also enjoyed more secular
fare, for in 1753 he published Essex
Harmony, containing 32 convivial part
songs and 14 catches. Three of his own
songs appeared, with works by 15 other
composers from Henry Purcell to
Maurice Greene. By the time of the
competition a third edition, with almost
twice as many pieces, had been
published, and the first edition of the
second volume had come out in 1769.
So the competitors had plenty of choice
for their two songs from Essex Harmony.
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Arnold’s Catch Club Harmony, being an
entire New Set of Catches, &c. for Three
and Four Voices contained another 74
pieces and had been published three
years before the competition. The only
known surviving copy is in the Danish
Royal Library and has Arnold’s signature
and the control number 205.

In the 1760s Arnold had begun
organising concerts at the new music
room he had added to Hulmers, his
home in the south of the parish. Stabling
and hay were included in the ticket price
and refreshments were provided by
William Kirkham of the Horse and
Jockey. It is clear that the competition
was designed to increase the sale of
Arnold’s books, but he also seems to
have had wider social aims. In the
preface to the second volume of Essex
Harmony he had described how ‘in some
Places are given gratis, by Gentlemen, a
Silver Cup, &c. to be sung for by Country
Choirs, on Holidays, at some Inn, or
Publick House ... which provided this
was more encouraged and pursued, it
would not only prevent the many
Accidents, Mischiefs, and other bad
Consequences, generally attending
those Diversions of Heroism, Cudgeling,
Football Playing, &c. but would be a
means of encouraging the Practice of
one of the greatest of Sciences; and
what can be more agreeable or
commendable for Country Choirs, than
to meet once a Week, Fortnight, or
Month, and thereby entertain themselves
and Friends, with such harmonious and
inoffensive Mirth; which may not only
introduce Peace and Tranquillity in a
Neighbourhood, but the Practiceing of
Part Songs and Catches, will be a
means of greatly improving several
Country Choirs in their Knowledge of
Musick’.

Eighteenth century newspapers seldom
report local social events, being more
interested in robberies, suicides and
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murders. So we do not know who won
and we wonder if any readers have
found a reference to this event in their
local records or know the whereabouts
of the china punch bowl, silver ladle and
glasses adorned with musical trophies.

Olive Baldwin, Thelma Wilson

Sources:

Chelmsford  Chronicle,
1772, 14 and 28 May 1773
Ipswich Journal 15 and 22 October
1763, 12 May 1764, 15 May 1773
Minutes of the Vestry of Great Warley:
ERO D/P 195/8/1 and 195/8/2

6 November

ROMAN SALT
PRODUCTION AT
STANFORD-LE HOPE

Rescue  archaeology by  Oxford
Archaeology on a 40 hectare site (in
advance of the London Gateway port
development) has revealed the largest
salt-working complex of over 300 known
sites in Essex. A range of large drying
tanks, and the foundations of a Roman
roundhouse and a boathouse
(radiocarbon dated to between 40BC
and 240AD) have been uncovered. The
site may have late Iron Age origins but
remained in use into the C4, when a
large hearth was constructed from
second-hand tiles. It is suggested that
this was used to heat lead pans for the
final evaporation. The site is destined to
be flooded to provide a wetland area to
replace that which will be lost to the new
port.

Michael Leach
Source:

Current Archaeology Nov. 2009, issue
236, pp-8-9
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

| stated in the last newsletter that our
Grant of Arms would be presented to the
Society by Thomas Woodcock, Garter
Principal King of Arms. | hope that you
have received an official invitation to the
reception to be held on Thursday, 13"
May. Our Patron, Lord Petre, has agreed
to accept the Letters Patent on behalf of
the Society and has very generously
permitted the presentation to take place
at Ingatestone Hall, his family home.
This is a significant occasion in the long
and distinguished history of our Society
and is surely one not to be missed! |
greatly look forward to seeing as many
members as possible on 13" May.

An excellent colour reproduction of the
illuminated and highly decorated Letters
Patent will be reproduced in volume 40
(2009) of the Transactions. This will be
accompanied by a short account of the
heraldic background relating to the Grant
prepared personally by the Garter
Principal King of Arms. | announced in
the winter 2009 issue of the Newsletter
that it was intended to publish this issue
of Transactions in spring 2010. In the
event, a decision has been taken to
defer publication until the autumn. Future
issues will appear at approximately the
same time each succeeding year.
Notwithstanding, members will still
receive two issues of Transactions in
one year! We owe an enormous debt of
gratitude to our Editor, Chris Starr, and
his Deputy, Helen Walker, for ensuring
that our flagship publication is produced
punctually and to the highest possible
standards.

| am delighted to report that our indexer,
Peter Gunn, continues to toil away on
indexing the Third Series of
Transactions. Having now reached
volume 30 (1999) a further Index Volume
will be produced. It is hoped that this will
also be despatched with volume 40 in
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the autumn. Peter is continuing to index
the final ten volumes in order to bring
this highly valuable work to a conclusion.

| previously made mention of the fact
that the Society is structured on the
basis of three separate committees,
namely Library, Publications and
Programme. The response to the appeal
in the last Newsletter was highly
productive and | express gratitude to
those who have volunteered their
services. Owen Bedwin has decided to
retire as Chairman of the Publications
Committee after a period of some twenty
years. The Society has been most
fortunate in being able to benefit from his
expertise and support over such a
lengthy period of time. Indeed, Owen’s
contribution has been considerable
having also served as President (1986-
7) and with distinction as our Editor from
1987-2000. Owen also came to the aid
of the Society at a difficult period to edit
and oversee three recent volumes of the
Transactions through the press (35, 36
and 37 (2004-6)). | wish him well in his
deserved retirement.

Most of the services that we (those with
an interest in archaeology, local history
and genealogy) greatly value are non-
statutory and are increasingly coming
under threat. The latest instance within
our historic county is the Redbridge
Local Studies Library and Archive which
faced the prospect of draconian budget
cuts. It is most pleasing to report that a
vigorous campaign has resulted in the
Council deciding to postpone its plans at
a meeting held on 4™ March. Obviously,
the threat is far from removed especially
with a new government facing
unprecedented levels of debt. Public
sector net debt was £741.6 billion
(equivalent to 52.6 per cent of GDP) at
the end of February an increase of
£144.7 billion in one year! In stating the
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obvious, it is apparent that local
authorities will come under increasing
budgetary pressure for the foreseeable
future. The postponement achieved in
Redbridge represents a triumph and
demonstrates the importance of making
elected representatives realise that
these types of services are used and are
greatly valued by the community. This
Society, as a long-established county
organisation, continues to lobby
vigorously in such cases. Letter writing
and pushing at closed doors can and
often does produce results. We must
continue to remain vigilant.

The Society has also supported the
campaign to purchase the Sergeants’
Mess at Colchester with a contribution of
£2,000 towards the successful public
appeal to raise £170,000. Colchester
Borough Council have pledged a further
sum of £30,000 to secure the building
and part of the site of Britain’s only
Roman chariot horse racing track.

It seems inconceivable that my second
year as President is swiftly drawing to a
close. The Annual General Meeting this
year will be held in the magnificent
surroundings of the Grade | Listed
Council Chamber at Braintree Town Hall
on Saturday, 19" June. The appropriate
A.G.M. papers are enclosed with this
mailing. Council is proposing the election
of Andrew Phillips as an additional Vice-
President. Andrew is another who has
contributed significantly to the Society.
He served as President from 1984-6 and
as Librarian from 1986 to 2007 during
which period he negotiated the library’s
move from Hollytrees to Essex
University. | hope you agree that a Vice-
Presidency is entirely appropriate to
acknowledge his outstanding
contribution.

H. Martin Stuchfield
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HAROLD CURWEN - A
CORRECTION

We are grateful to Richard Morris for
pointing out an error in the note in last
Newsletter. Curwen was born in Upton
House, but this was in Upton Lane, West
Ham (not Loughton). He lived in
Loughton at a later period (from 1910 to
1940), first at 4 Spring Grove, then at
‘Mansard’ in Alderton Hill. There is more
information about Harold Curwen in the
Newsletters of the Loughton and District
Historical Society (numbers 151, 174 &
175). These articles can be accessed on
LDHS’s website.

WORLD WARIII
OCCASIONAL PAPER -
VOLUNTEER NEEDED

We are looking for someone who might
be interested in researching, writing and
editing an occasional paper of 40 to 50
pages on sources for local historians on
World War |l topics. This idea has been
encouraged by a member who rescued a
unique Essex Police document of some
500 pages listing all known incidents
(details of bombings, crashed aircraft
etc) in the historic county of Essex
(excluding Loughton, Waltham Abbey,
Southend and Colchester which came
under different police authorities). It has
been suggested that this entire
document could be digitised and
included with the occasional paper as a
CD. The paper itself should include a
description and evaluation of other
sources of World War Il archives which
are now available for Essex, and which
would fill the gaps in the information
provided by the police document already
mentioned. This would involve some
research in the Essex Records Office
and elsewhere. One of the ERO staff is
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very wiling to provide help and
guidance, and the Society’s Publications
Committee will provide whatever other
support is required.

Anyone interested should contact
Michael Leach, Hon Secretary, at
leach1939@yahoo.co.uk, or through the
contact details inside the back cover of
this Newsletter.
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school and the identity of Mrs Mary Prior,
would be most welcome. Please contact

Joan Langford on
joanlangford @talktalk.net
THE COMPLETE GRAZIER

WALLASEA ISLAND

Previous editions of this Newsletter have
noted the RSPB’s ambitious plans for
Wallasea Island, intended to show how
low-lying coastal areas might be
managed in the face of rising sea levels
— both for the benefit of people and
wildlife. The RSPB has now acquired
about a third of the island and has the
other 1800 acres in its sights. Clay to be
extracted from the projected new east-
west railway line under London
(Crossrail) will be used for an
unprecedented landscape restoration.
More information can be obtained from
their website on www.rspb.org.uk/wallasea

A SCHOOL FOR YOUNG
LADIES AT DEDHAM

A member of the Leyland Historical
Society is seeking information about
Miss Agnes Gardner (1735-1813) who
ran a school for ‘young ladies’ in
Dedham in partnership with Mrs Mary
Prior (to whom she left £100 in her will
dated November 1813). The surviving
diary of her sister, Dolly Clayton, who
periodically visited from her Lancashire
home, makes several references to the
Constable family of Flatford Mill. Her son
by her first marriage, Robert Barrie
(b1774), was a school friend of John
Constable and his mother’'s diary has a
few, brief references to the painter.

Any information about this family, the

This slim octavo volume, published in
1767 at 3 shillings, was written by an
unidentified ‘Country Gentleman’ as a
practical guide for the efficient running of
a small estate and was ‘originally
designed for private Use’. More than half
of the book covers the buying, the
rearing and the diseases (with
suggested remedies) of cows, sheep
and pigs; the remaining pages being
devoted to the management of poultry,
game birds, rabbits, bees and fishponds.
It is not to be confused with a better
known publication with the same name
(but a different author) which ran through
many editions in the early C19.

The particular interest of this work is the
number of references to Essex. No other
county is mentioned nearly as frequently,
raising the possibility that the author was
an Essex man. All the detailed examples
of good practice on various types of farm
come from North Essex. The first of
these lists the profits that would be
expected from a 100 acre dairy farm,
together with the costs of the necessary
equipment — from which it is clear that
butter and cheese making were at the
centre of this enterprise. A second Essex
example shows the profits and expenses
accruing from 50 acres of meadow
ground, and a third sets out the
economics of 100 acres of coppiced
woodland (cut on a ten year rotation) —
this was considerably less profitable than
either of the others. He notes that,
though the clergy were entitled to a tenth
of the wood harvested, this could be
offset against the woodward’s costs in
looking after that portion during its
growing and felling (known as ‘stub
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money’). This doubtless led to some
contentious disputes. Ten acres were
expected to produce 80 ‘ranges’ of wood
(worth £80), though | have been unable
to find a precise definition of this unit.
However the profit from 100 acres of
woodland was about one seventh of the
same area of meadow, and one tenth of
that of an equivalent dairy farm.
Needless to say, the author extolled the
advantages of dairy farming.

Cheese making — exclusively from cow’s
milk -- occupies three chapters of the
book. If Henry VIII's poet laureate, John
Skelton, is to be believed, Essex cheese
did not have a good reputation in the
C16:

A cantle of Essex cheese,

Was well a foot thicke,

Full of maggots quicke;

It was huge and great,

And mighty strong meat,

For the Deuill to eat,

It was tart and punicate.

Cheese making seems to have been a
particular interest of the author of The
Complete Grazier. He refers to the
‘Essex method’ of making rennet, though
this does not seem much different from
the techniques used elsewhere, apart
from the amount of salt used. His
instructions for making cheese are very
exact, doubtless important for this
delicate art. Two centuries earlier,
Tusser had noted:

Il hussife unskilful, to make her own
cheese

through trusting of others, hath this for
her fees:

Her milkpan and cream pot so slabber'd
and sost:

That butter is wanting and cheese is half
lost.

It is difficult to know if the cheese recipes
in The Complete Grazier derived from
the Essex experience of the author. The
first recipe is for Stilton. It is clear that
this cheese was made generally, and
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was not the blue cheese that we know
today, as the author frowned on
‘moldiness, cracks and rottenness
within’. The other cheeses described
were a cream cheese, and one called an
Angelot, as well as a Cheshire, and
another mature cheese coloured with
marigold petals and flavoured with mace,
cloves, pepper or herbs. Modern cheese
aficionados will be familiar with the
excellent cheeses which the Dutch
usually keep for their own consumption —
well matured, and containing cumin seed
or cloves. Did Dutch immigrants
introduce these flavoured cheeses to the
English palate, or was it a widespread
(but now forgotten) practice amongst
earlier English cheese makers? Writing a
century later, Mrs Beeton makes no
reference to cheeses of this type (apart
from one flavoured with sage and
marigold) so perhaps they had fallen out
of favour with the English palate.
According to Miller Christy, the
manufacture of cow’s milk cheese was
widespread in Essex until the early C19,
after which it rapidly dwindied in favour
of fattening beef for the London market.
At the end of the C18, the Griggs
brothers had noted the importance of
Epping in the production of butter, and
this aspect of Essex dairy farming seems
to have survived longer than
cheesemaking as, in 1861, Mrs Beeton
specifically referred to the excellence of
Epping butter in her Book of Household
Management.

Other Essex references are scattered
throughout the book. He is critical of the
practice of regularly bleeding Essex
calves to produce a white meat. Hay
made from lucerne (mixed with straw)
was much used for fattening Essex
sheep. He refers to ‘a lady of my
acquaintance in Essex’ who, in the
winter months, moved her dairy to a
warmer underground cellar to facilitate
the separation of the cream from the milk
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during butter making. A large breed of
hog, particularly suitable for making
bacon, was fattened in Hertfordshire and
‘the north part of Essex. His other
chapters contain no specific references
to Essex practices, but it is difficult to
pass over his chapter on bustards,
‘common on the plains of Norfolk,
Cambridgeshire, Salisbury-plain, and
upon downs, and in the champaign
country’. Being much easier to keep and
rear than turkeys, these birds were
recommended by the writer. Today’s
Christmas dinner might have been rather
different if his advice had been more
widely followed!

It would be good to discover the identity
of the writer, though the chances of
doing so must now be very slender
indeed.

Michael Leach

Sources:

Anon, 1767 The Complete Grazier, or
Gentleman and Farmer’s Directory, J.
Almon, London

Beeton, |., 1861 The Book of Household
Management, London

Christy, Miller, 1907 ‘Cheese-Making’ in
Victoria County History of Essex, ii,
London

Griggs, brothers, 1794 General View of
the Agriculture of Essex, London

Hartley, D., (ed) 1931 Thomas Tusser,
his good points of husbandry

Steer, FW., 1950 Farm & Cottage
Inventories of Mid-Essex 1635-1749,
Essex County Council

Spring 2010

the street elevation. It was acquired by a
building preservation trust which has
regrettably (and without planning
permission) removed the sash windows
and replaced them with ‘Tudor’ windows,
though there was no surviving evidence
to show what the originals would have
been like. Also the external lime render
was removed (with planning permission,
because it was in a poor state and had
been patched with cement render). The
plaster has been replaced, but within the
frame, contrary to planning consent. The
timber is not in good condition and was
never previously exposed to the
weather. Maldon District Council has
understandably served an enforcement
order, stipulating the replacement of the
sash windows (though, if these have
been destroyed, this will represent
another false restoration) and the re-
rendering of the exterior in lime plaster to
cover the timber frame. It is most
regrettable that a very commendable
attempt to rescue an old building should
have gone so badly wrong, and is a
salutary reminder that anyone working
on a listed building should work very
closely indeed with the appropriate
conservation officer.

The same issue of the SPAB magazine
reports the much happier, though very
protracted, rescue of Harlowbury chapel
in Harlow over the last 25 years.

Michael Leach

Source: Cornerstone, volume30, no: 4,
2009

A MOST REGRETTABLE
DISAGREEMENT

144 High Street, Maldon, is a Grade I
listed timber framed building of C16 date
with various later modifications, including
the insertion of C18 sash windows on

ESSEX ELSEWHERE

The Friends of Friendless Churches
reports that work on conservation of the
C13 wall paintings at Wickham Bishops
church has continued, with impressive
results, as well as the recovery of the
inscription “1613 1S” dating from a



Charity Number 213218

previous re-touching. Benjamin Finn,
who uses the church as a stained glass
studio, has made a drawing showing his
proposal for a replacement east window,
aided by a donation from Maldon
Council. His website at
www.stpetersstainedglass.co.uk carries
further information. The wall painting
conservator is Perry Lithgow, under the
supervision of Julian Limentani of
Marshall Sisson.

Work by the same conservator has
continued on the remarkable C18 wall
paintings at the east end of St Mary’s
Mundon. The origins of this ambitious
Baroque trompe [loeil decoration, in
which a heavily tasselled curtain is
partially pulled aside above the east
window, remain unknown. Further work
is still to be done in this church (mainly
repair to its windows) but FoFC is quietly
confident that funding for this will be
found.

Michael Leach

RICHARD BULL OF
ONGAR, A VERITABLE
VIRTUOSO OF
GRANGERISING

The Bull family originated in the Isle of
Wight but, in the mid C17, John Bull
(d.1715) came to London to seek his
fortune. His son, also John Bull (d.1742),
became a wealthy Turkey merchant in
London — a trader in Turkish produce,
and a member of the Levant Company.
He was knighted in 1717 and, in the
same year, married Elizabeth, daughter
of Richard Turner, a wealthy London
advocate who lived in Chipping Ongar.

Sir John Bull was living in Ongar,
possibly at the White House, by 1722
when his infant son was buried in the
churchyard. It seems likely that his
business required a residence in the City

Spring 2010

as well, because his son, Richard (the
main focus of this note), was baptised on
15 November 1721 at the church of St
Peter-le-Poor in London. Though most of
his children were baptised elsewhere
(presumably in London), at least seven
were buried in the Chipping Ongar
churchyard. The White House was
Richard Bull's home from childhood and
became his family home on his marriage
in 1747 to Mary Alexander (née Ash), a
neighbouring widow and heiress They
remained in Ongar until about 1783
when they moved to the Isle of Wight,
though they continued to own the White
House which was let to tenants for
another 14 years.

A considerable amount is known about
Richard Bull (1721-1805) who was
described by a near contemporary as ‘a
veritable virtuoso of Grangerising’. This
term was derived from the Rev. James
Granger (1723-1776) who, in 1769,
published a book entitled A Biographical
History of England from Egbert the Great
to the Revolution.......... adapted to a
Methodical Catalogue of Engraved
British Heads. This was an extensive
catalogue of engraved portraits, or
‘heads’, (of which Granger himself was
an enthusiastic collector), each entry
enlivened by a short biographical sketch.
Various categories of biography were
included, ranging from royalty to
notoriety. The work, to which a third
volume was added in 1774, fuelled a
frenzy for the collection of engraved
portraits. Though Granger himself kept
his extensive print collection as loose
sheets, his followers had them bound
into printed books, even breaking up
other books in order to obtain the
required engraving. The process of
adding additional material (particularly
illustrations) to a printed book became
known as ‘grangerisation’, even though it
had never been practised by Granger
himself. However some of the second
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(1775) and third (1779) editions of his
work were issued interleaved with blank
pages and distributed to the most
eminent collectors, with the aim of
soliciting information about portraits that
might be in their possession.

Richard Bull started collecting
engravings in 1768 and added to his
collection steadily over the next four
decades. He and another collector
(Joseph Gulston) were blamed by
Horace Walpole for inflating the market
price of engravings (from a few shillings
apiece to several guineas). Bull himself
blamed Gulston. Though it is not known
how many engravings Richard Bull
collected, his library eventually contained
some 250 grangerised books containing
about 20,000 inserted illustrations. One
of his larger projects was the Holy Bible
which, with the additional material, was
expanded from 7 to 25 folio volumes.

His three daughters at Ongar shared his
enthusiasm and provided practical
assistance with the mounting of new
acquisitions which were provided with
elegant ruled and hand-coloured
borders. One daughter, Elizabeth
(d.1809), became a coliector in her own
right, specialising in religious works.
Disbound books were collated with the
necessary illustrations and despatched
to a London bookbinder. If the engraving
was larger than the printed page of the
book in which it was to be inserted,
pages printed on one side only were
specially obtained from the printer and
suitably mounted by the Bull family. If no
suitable engraving was available, one
would be commissioned from a
contemporary artist or engraver.
Amongst numerous other works, Richard
Bull grangerised Grangers own
Biographical History, and this work
(expanded by the added portraits to
some 36 folio volumes!) was sold to Lord
Mountstuart in 1774 for the princely sum
of £1000. It is now in the Huntington
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Library in the USA.

Richard Bull became a great authority on
engraved portraits and was widely
consulted by fellow collectors. He was,
however, quite up to teasing a fellow
collector to whom he sent an engraving
of the Biblical Adam. Concerning its
provenance he noted “Mrs Adam gave it
to young Abel, from whom Mr Cain took
it by force .... it was subsequently hung
up in Noah’s cabin in the Ark .... and a
pigeon brought it to England.”

He travelled abroad in search of prints,
as well as employing friends in the quest
and exchanging material with fellow
collectors. Bull travelled a great deal,
regarding it as ‘a Panacea for all
manners of disorders, except that terrible
disease, call’d the Pocket Consumption,
which sooner or later is bound to seize
all persons who take long journies’.
Though he was MP for Newport in
Cornwall from 1756 to 1780, it is not
surprising to find that he rarely attended
the House of Commons and there is no
record that he ever made a speech
there. However he did draw a Secret
Service pension of £600 pa for most of
that period — doubtless a useful subsidy
for his hobby.

Though much of his collecting and
grangerising was done during his time in
Ongar, he moved permanently to North
Court, Shorwell, Isle of Wight in 1783
where both his humour and his lavish
entertainment were recorded in letters
and diaries. At his death, his library
contained about 3000 volumes, including
most of the printed works on engraving,
and a volume containing some 10,000
titte pages from books published before
1749. Perhaps some of these came from
books that had been destroyed by the
frenzied collection of engravings. Such
was the destruction of books that, by the
end of the C18, it was unusual to find a
volume of Dugdale’s Monasticon that
retained its original illustrations. By this
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date the market for engravings was so
brisk that even grangerised volumes
were being broken up and sold
piecemeal to collectors.

Michael Leach

Sources

Crisp, F.A. (ed), 1886 The Registers of
Ongar, Essex

Meyer, A., 1988 ‘Sir William Musgrave’s
Lists of Portraits’ in Transactions of the
Walpole Society, 54, 469-70

Peltz, L., 2004 ‘James Granger in
Oxford Dictionary of National Biography
Pinkerton J.M., 1978 ‘Richard Bull of
Ongar’ in The Book Collector, 27, i, 40-
59

Watkins, J., 1826 The
Biographical Dictionary

LOOKING FOR A GOOD
HOME

Universal

Transactions of Essex Archaeological
Society, new series, volume xiii, parts 3
and 4 (both published in 1914). These
lack the articles on Essex tokens (A to C,
and C to H respectively), but are offered
free to a good home. Please contact
Michael Leach 01277 363106 or
leach1939 @yahoo.co.uk

ENGAGING YOUNG
PEOPLE

This was the title of a seminar organised
by English Heritage which took place on
4 February. It took the form of six
presentations by representatives of
groups which had experience of work in
this field. The following notes seek to
draw attention to those elements which
might be of use to some of our
members.

There was an introduction based on a
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survey of visitors by English Heritage
which demonstrated that there was a
sharp rise in exposure to the historic
environment during early years which
went on into early teenage years and
then subsided in the late teens and early
twenties. The rise was largely a result of
parental influence, with factors such as
visits with schools and voluntary groups
playing a smaller role. Competition for
time in later teenage years tended to
reduce involvement which then picked
up again as people found settled jobs in
their twenties when engagement picked
up and continued throughout adult life as
people visited historic locations in the
company of their, families, partners and
friends. The point was made that there
was a general interest in history and
sympathy with conservation of the
historic environment even if this was not
manifested in active membership of
specific interest groups. The data from
the survey is not published but it was
hoped to put some of it on the English
Heritage website.

The ‘Young Roots’ programme of the
Heritage Lottery Fund offers finance for
projects involving young people, and
while not requiring matched funding,
can make grants in the range £3000-
£25000. These must be youth-led
projects involving people in the 13-25
age group and aimed at groups which
are socially disadvantaged, examples
being ethnic groups and young
offenders. = They should incorporate
‘creative delivery’, that is a media
element. This scheme is under-
subscribed. If anyone feels they can
make use of it they should go to
www.hlf.org.uk. Another website which
should be considered is www.do-
it.org.uk which is used by the Churches
Conservation Trust, and which uses
young offenders for such work as the
clearance of churchyards. Youth
projects for tasks which involved manual
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labour, in particular the removal of
vegetation, were also used extensively
by the National Trust. The National
Trust was particularly keen on the use of
social networking and saw an internet-
based information strategy as the most
appropriate way of gaining the attention
and engagement of young people.

Most of the projects which were
discussed stressed the social role of
engagement with the historic
environment rather than any educational
or instructional function. The exception
being the Natural History Museum
‘Learning Volunteers Programme’. This
sought to involve young people as part
of family units which provide stewarding
and general guidance to the public. This
seemed to involve some degree of
motivation from the volunteers. They are
recruited in family groups in order to
obviate potential child protection and
insurance difficulties. Although no
qualifications are asked for a sound level
of knowledge is required and training is
given. It was felt that using young
volunteers enabled them to
communicate with young visitors, and
the volunteers have to have good
communication skills. The volunteers
saw the value of the work in providing a
positive good material for their CVs.
Individual volunteers are recruited from
the age of 18. Generally however the
speakers were aiming at very specific
groups: inner city youth, and socially and
economically disadvantaged groups.

John Hayward

BOOK REVIEW

Working towards Foulness: the life and
work of an Essex family of farmworkers
over three centuries, by George and
Brenda Jago, published in 2009 by the
Foreshore Press, St Lawrence at £15.
ISBN 978-0-9538593-4-4, pp.iii + 199,
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numerous illustrations, no index.

This impressive book traces the history
of eight generations of the Webb family
(through the direct line of one of the
authors) and relates their migration from
Sandon to Foulness. Inevitably the
details of the earlier generations are
scanty, but the authors have tackled this
problem by very thorough use of what
records have survived. They have also
provided much general information about
contemporary Essex rural life from a
range of other sources which are well
referenced in the endnotes. The book
provides a clear insight into how the life
of an agricultural labourer evoived over
three centuries and the relentless
physical labour that was needed to keep
the country fed. The sections on
Foulness are particularly interesting, a
reminder of the remoteness of this island
until the construction of the Havengore
Bridge by the War Office in 1922. Until
then, links to the mainland were by sea-
going barges, or by rowing boat ferries
across the Blackwater to Bradwell (or
from Wallasea Island to Creeksea), or by
running the gauntlet of the offshore
Broomway path at low tide for moving
livestock to and from the island. One
Webb ancestor, having lost his forearm
in a chaff cutter, had to wait many hours
for the tide to go out before he could be
transported via the Broomway to a
surgeon on the mainland. An excellent
feature of this book is its information
about forgotten agricultural practices,
such as the method of setting out a field
to be ploughed by horse. Apart from
agriculture, breeding horses and
wherrying were the main employments
on the island. The ferry to Creeksea was
used for carrying horses which must
have been an alarming experience for
man and beast! The book is copiously
illustrated, though the quality of some of
these is rather poor (which the authors
acknowledge). The very full list of
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references shows the considerable
amount of work which went into the
authors’ research, and it should be an
inspiration to other family historians. The
authors are to be warmly commended,
not least for their generosity in donating
the profits from sales to the Foulness
Heritage Centre.

Michael Leach

COX’S HISTORY OF ESSEX

A rather poorly printed slim quarto
volume of 103 pages carried this title on
its spine, and proved to be the Essex
section of Magna Britannia which was
issued in monthly parts between 1711
and 1717, as a supplement to the five
volume Atlas Geographus. The work
was published anonymously, ‘Collected
and Composed by an impartial Hand'.
However the author is generally
assumed to have been the Rev. Thomas
Cox (1655/6-1734), incumbent of
Broomfield, Stock and Chignall Smealy.
This particular copy of the book had
been bound in 1907 (according to the
book plate) and lacked a title page, an
introduction and an index. The only clue
to its authorship was what had been
stamped by the Edwardian bookbinder
onto its spine.

According to the ODNB, Cox was born
on the western fringes of Essex,
educated at Bishops Stortford Grammar
School and at Queens’ College,
Cambridge. He became rector of
Chignall Smealy in 1680, Broomfield in
1685 and Stock in 1703. He resigned
Chignall Smealy in 1704 but held the
other two livings till the end of his life. He
had a particular interest in medieval and
ecclesiastical history, and translated
works from French, ltalian and Greek
authors on early church history. He
contributed biographies of various
medieval English kings to A Complete

10
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History of England (1706), much of
which was written by White Kennet, the
Whig bishop of Peterborough. The
author of the 2004 ODNB article notes
the usual attribution of the authorship of
Magna Britannia to Thomas Cox, but
suggests that this is an error resulting
from the publication of a later six volume
edition (1720-31) by a bookseller who
was also called Thomas Cox.

However there is evidence in the book
itself that the Rev Thomas Cox, of
Broomfield and Stock, did write much of
Magna Britannia, including the entire
Essex section. Under the entry for his
own parish of Stock, he unusually
recorded in full a monumental inscription
which he also noted in one of his letters
to Wiliam Holman in 1716. Under
Broomfield, he referred to a document, a
copy of which was “in the Vicar's Hand”.
This suggests personal knowledge of
these two parishes. Stronger evidence,
perhaps, comes from Philip Morant, who
succeeded him in the Broomfield living
and noted Cox’s authorship of various
works, including Magna Britannia, in his
own History of Essex. It seems unlikely
that Morant would have been mistaken
in this. Irrefutable evidence comes from
a series of letters dating from 1716 (now
in Essex Record Office) from Cox to
William Holman, in which there are
frequent references to Cox’s ongoing
work on Magna Britannia for Essex.
Holman had loaned Cox some of his
manuscripts and  provided other
information on Hinckford Hundred. Cox
was also working on Durham and
Cumberland in 1716. There are letters to
Holman from other Essex antiquarians
(Samuel Dale, Nicholas Jekyll and
Anthony Holbrook) some of which are
not flattering about Cox’s work on the
Essex section of Magna Britannia. There
is an undated letter from Cox to Holman,
apologising for not sending him the
Essex section before publication, and for
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failing to acknowledge his assistance in
its compilation. Cox excused this on
grounds of haste, as well as not wishing
to prejudice Holman’s plan to publish his
own county history. His reasoning was
that, if the public knew that Holman had
contributed material to Magna Britannia,
they would be unwilling to lay out money
to buy Holman'’s publication in order to
read at greater length what had already
been set down by Cox. He was clearly
feeling under attack at this point, noting
“...I am blamed on all sides, by some for
being too long, & others too short ... |
was under a covert once & slept secure
but now | am made a marke for
everyone to shoot their arrows at.”

In fact Cox did energetically publicise
Holman’s project in his account of
Essex. At the end of his section on
Hinckford Hundred, he wrote ‘we may
expect a much fuller Account of it shortly
from the industrious and learned
Gentleman, Mr William Holman of
Halsted, who has bent his Studies this
way for some Years, and has had such
Encouragement and Assistance in
carrying on the Work, that nothing in
Antiquity relating to it, either curious or
useful, can be supposed to escape his
Search and Judgement. He is solicited to
carry his History through the whole
County; but that being uncertain,
whether his Life or Leisure will permit
him to go through so great a Work, tho’
he has Materials sufficient, this Hundred
will be the first, and that soon published,
to give the Publick a Proof of his Ability
for so great a Performance.” Holman’s
History of Hinckford Hundred never
reached the press, though it is
interesting to note that Gough, in his
Anecdotes of British Topography of
1768, stated that it had been published.
Cox’s letters give an insight into how he
set about writing his county histories. His
first undated letter in Holman's collection
is a proforma, which must have been

11
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sent out to many individuals. Without
preamble, he wrote “l desire a short
Account of anything of Antiquity or
otherwise remarkable in the Market
towns of Essex. As also, if conveniently,
any Men of Note for Offices or Learning.
Any Charitable Benefactions, as
Almshouses &c. Any Particular Customs
or Usages. Any Rarities in Nature as

Mines, Minerals, Fossils, Chalybeate
Waters & c¢. Any Monastryes,
Churchlands & Special Endowm' of

Churches, Chappels & c.
remarkable Monum' in Churches.”
The subsequent letters (not all of which
are dated) span from May 1716 to
December 1716. It is clear that Holman
provided Cox with much material,
including the loan of his own MSS, and
printed copies of Leland’s ltinerary and
Willis’s Notitia Parliamentaria. Cox was
working under huge pressure. In May he
wrote “As to Essex, it has been laid
aside because | was forced to compose
Cumberland and Durham wh® another
Gentleman had undertaken but through
ilness was forced to throw y™ up.” In
December, when Essex was about to go
to press, he was working on
“Gloucestershire, Hampshire,
Hartfordshire, Herefordshire &c.” As if
this wasn’'t enough, he was busy with a
new edition of Puffendorfs De Jure
Naturae et Gentium with annotations by
Barbeyrac. He was under constant
pressure from his booksellers who
“confine themselves to so many Sheets
for a Shilling, and they will not afford a
page more...... We are always in haste &
| can’'t get anything ready before they
want it.” He complained to Holman that
“you put a pretty hard taske upon me to
account for all the defects, as you
esteem them, in y® Atlas of Essex.”

One begins to feel sorry for Cox. In one
letter he noted that, although he had a
good horse, he did not much enjoy
travelling and was much happier on a

Any
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comfortable chair in his study with his
favourite books. These, apart from the
ones already referred to, included
Newcourt's  Repertorium, Dugdale’s
Baronage and Monasticon, works by
Norden and Speed, Gibson’s edition of
Camden’s Britannia, Kennet's Case of
Impropriations, Stokesley’s Registry,
Woods’ Athenae Oxoniensis, Herne’s
Life and works by John Ray. Some of
these titles appear as references in the
text, others are referred to in his
correspondence with Holman.

As far as the Essex volume is
concerned, it is not surprising that the
end result is patchy and derivative.
There is a description, sometimes a
mere mention, of about a third of the
Essex parishes. This may include a brief
account of the owners of the manor and
advowson, notes on eminent residents
and dissident clergy, a  brief
topographical description and a few
anecdotal oddities. Occasionally the text
comes to life with what must have been
a direct personal observation. Under
Stansted Mountfitchet, for example, he
noted “of the Vicars of this Parish, Mr
John Reynolds, the present one,
deserves a particular Commendation for
his Care and Expence in building a neat
Vicarage-House, with convenient
Outhouses and Gardens, which his
Predecessors had neglected so long...”
At the end of the book is a list of the
county’s baronets (with the dates of their
creation), and its gentlemen, notes on its
natural history, a short description of its
monastic foundations, some of its Marian
martyrs, a list of its eminent divines and
writers, a brief account of its charity
schools, a table showing the value of the
county’s parishes (with their incumbents
and patrons) and a mileage chart
showing the distances from London to
the county’s market towns.

In spite of his shortcomings, Cox (or his
importunate booksellers) must be given
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credit for getting a history of Essex into
print, something which many historians
(including Holman himself) failed to
achieve.

Michael Leach

Sources.

Cox, T, 1711-17 Magna Britannia et
Hibernia, Antiqua et Nova, London
Powell, WR, 1989 ‘Antiquaries in
Conflict: Philip Morant versus Richard
Gough’ in EAH, xx

Riddell, R, 2004 ‘Thomas Cox 1655/6-
1734’ in ODNB

Holman correspondence: ERO D/Y
1/1/52/1-7, 1/1/110/11 & 1/1/111/195
Morant, P, 1768 History of Essex,
London

CHELMSFORD MUSEUM
REDEVELOPMENT

A major building project which started in
July 2008 has provided Chelmsford
Museum with a two storey extension
which has doubled the size of the Grade
I, Victorian, Oaklands House.
Chelmsford Borough Council provided
the capital budget of £5m for the work.
The enlarged museum opened to the
public at the end of January 2010 and
was officially opened by HRH the Duke
of Gloucester on 25 February 2010.

The new building is unashamedly in the
modern idiom, built partly using cream
coloured bricks to fit in with the Victorian
gault bricks, partly with a large glazed
section and parily with zinc panels,
which pick up the colour of the grey roof
slate of the old house. The design has
generally met with a favourable public
reaction of ‘pleasant surprise’.

The exterior is adorned with the
Georgian Mildmay coat of arms in
Portland stone, carved in about 1730 for
Moulsham Hall for Benjamin Mildmay,
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Early Fitzwalter. The Hall was
demolished in 1809 and was where
Moulsham Drive is now. Benjamin
Mildmay’s tomb is in Chelmsford
Cathedral. The museum acquired the
surviving stones from a garage in
Brentwood in 1963, and don’t know
where the missing fragments are — the
missing left hand supporter would have
been another lion — there is just one paw
surviving holding the shield. The full
motto, ALLA TA HARA, means ‘God My
Help’. It has been in store for over 40
years, and this has been a wonderful
opportunity to get it back on permanent
display, relatively close to its original
home.

The new building accommodates a new
Essex Regiment Museum and small
Essex Yeomanry display, and the
Borough Council is grateful to the
Trustees of the Essex Yeomanry and the
Trustees of the Essex Regiment
Museum for masterminding an Appeal
which raised over £130,000. There is
also a new interactive display, ‘Bright
Sparks’, which tells the story of
Chelmsford’s industry, and particularly
‘the big three’, the world-beating
Marconi, Hoffmann and Crompton.
Indeed outside the new entrance is also
erected an original Crompton lamp
standard, made for the City of Plymouth,
but re-erected at Marconi Radar on
Writtle Road and stored more recently at
Sandford Mill.

The Museum also now has a larger
temporary exhibition room as well as an
Education Room, which is capable of
being hired out for evening functions. It
can seat 65 people.

Chelmsford Borough Council has been
keen to ensure the use of sustainable
energy and resources. A Ground Source
Heat Pump has been installed in the new
building, which will extract heat from the
ground in winter, and will dump heat in
the ground to cool the building in
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summer. The whole building has been
super-insulated. Roofwater is now
harvested for use in irrigating the park.

It has not been possible to refurbish all
the displays in the existing Victorian
House, but there is now a space to hang
rotating exhibitions of the Borough’s art
collections, and there are new displays
on the town’s Georgian and Victorian
history, and its popular culture, such as
the music and sports club scenes, and
the town’s carnival. These opened in late
July 2009 and include dressing up for
children, oral reminiscences, and videos.
A key exhibit is the Luftwaffe model of
the Hoffmann and Marconi factories in
New Street, recovered from a German
airfield after the war.

Public admission remains free. Visiting
hours are Mondays-Saturdays 10am-
5pm and Sunday afternoons, 1pm-4pm.

Phone 01245 605700, email
museums @ chelmsford.gov.uk, website

www.chelmsford.gov.uk/museums

Nick Wickenden, Museums Manager

Architects: Thomas Ford & Partners
Main contractors: TJ Evers of Tiptree
Museum Design: Ronayne Design
Capital cost: £5m

INTRODUCTORY
COURSES IN
ARCHAEOLOGY

The Copped Hall Trust Archaeological
Project is running three taster weekends
to introduce beginners to the basics of
archaeology and excavation. These will
take place at Copped Hall, near Epping,
on the weekends of July 17 & 18, July 24
& 25, and July 31 & August 1. The cost
is £50. In August there are two 5 day
field schools for those who already know
the basics of excavation and recording,
either at Copped Hall or elsewhere. The
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dates are Monday 9 August to Friday 13
August, and Monday 16 August to Friday
20 August. The cost is £90. Professional
archaeologists and experienced
supervisors are involved with all courses.
Further details can be obtained from
Pauline Dalton, Roseleigh, Epping Road,

"Epping CM16 5HW. She can be
contacted by phone on 10992 813725 or
by e-mail on pmd2 @ ukonline.co.uk

THE DISCOVERING
COGGESHALL PROJECT

The development of the medieval
settlement of Coggeshall is not obvious
from maps of the town. There is no clear
indication of the existence of burgage
plots, or exactly where or the extent of
the market place in the town. The market
charter of 1256, granted to the Cistercian
Abbey, established a market place on
the old Roman road. This probably had
the effect of drawing the focus of
settlement away from the area of the
church to its present position at a
crossroads, but this theory has not been
confirmed by either archaeological or
historic research. However, the historic
town centre is notable for its numerous
well preserved timber-framed buildings,
dating from the 14™ to the 17" centuries.
The Coggeshall Heritage Society (CHS)
has, for a number of years, been
interested in promoting further study of
the town. To this aim a partnership with
the Essex Historic Buildings Group
(EHBG) and technical support from the
Essex County Council Historic Buildings
and Conservation Section (ECC, HB&C)
led to a successful attempt to obtain
sufficient funding from the Heritage
Lottery Fund (HLF) to study a closely
defined area in the centre of the town.
This contained around 40 historic
properties which would be subject to a
preliminary examination to determine
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layout and potential ages, the production
of rough plans and assessment of their
potential for dendrochronology. An
important part of the project was to
include the community and to this end
talks have already been given to
potential  volunteers interested in
assisting with measured surveys. The
primary and secondary schools in
Coggeshall have been involved in a
competition to design a logo for the
project and a photographic competition.
The Honywood Community Science
School, within their local history module,
attended a Technical Study Day at
Cressing Temple. They were shown how
timber-framed buildings were
constructed and were given hands on
experience in such skills as wattle and
daub panels and bricklaying. The course
was organised by ECC, HB&C. The
website for “Discovering Coggeshall” has
been designed by the Honywood School
and they will also be responsible for its
updating and maintenance.

Whilst there is a considerable amount of
time given freely by the volunteers from
all the organisations involved in the
project a major part of the grant will be
directed at dendrochronology (tree-ring
dating). This has extended the study of
timber-framed buildings started by the
late Cecil Hewett with his study of
carpentry joints. In many of the Essex
towns the results have Dbeen
disappointing due to the use of fast
grown trees with insufficient rings. When
lan Tyers, a leading dendrochronologist,
did a rapid survey of Coggeshall he
found, for reasons yet unclear, that many
of the buildings showed good signs for
successful dating.

Amongst the documentary material
available for Coggeshall there is a rental
survey dated 1574. This not only records
ownership and rent but gives dimensions
and area of the plots and adjoining
owners making it possible to add into the
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study of the buildings the very important
social context. The documents are
currently being transcribed by a local
historian and another local volunteer is
undertaking the task of mapping the
properties onto a modern map base.
Hopefully the outcome of all this
research will be a popular publication on
the developing social history of the town,
its buildings and their development with
a permanent exhibition at the Coggeshall
Museum that will be capable of display
at other venues. The schools will be
responsible for producing DVD’s and
other material for the use of young
people, teaching packs on historical,
heritage and technical projects and short
drama productions on life in Coggeshall
over the centuries. A Town Trail and
detailed information board are planned
so that visitors will be able to appreciate
more fully the architectural, historic and
social importance of the town of
Coggeshall.

Brenda Watkin

WALTER CHARLES DAVEY
1925 - 2010

Walter Charles Davey (Wally to his
friends), who was well known as an
historian, archaeologist and pottery
expert in Harlow, died on 17th January,
2010, after a long battle against
lymphatic leukaemia. Born in Bristol on
6th October, 1925, the youngest of
seven children of William and Elizabeth
Davey, he lost his father at seven years
of age and moved around with his family,
eventually settling in London. His father,
a former regular soldier who was
recalled to the colours in 1914, spent
most of World War | as a prisoner of war,
having been captured at Mons.
Following demobilisation he became an
active trade unionist and, despite his
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early death, exerted a powerful influence
on his son’s political development.

After leaving school at fourteen years of
age, he worked in engineering and then
the building trade, eventually becoming a
plumber. He became active in politics
and joined the Young Communists’
League, which led him to join an
expedition to Spain to deliver food to
comrades fighting in the Spanish Civil
War.

When the Second World War broke out
Wally tried unsuccessfully to join the
RAF, but he was eventually drafted into
the Army at his call-up. He volunteered
to train as a pilot in the 6th Airborne
Regiment and was subsequently posted
to Palestine. Here, his left-wing outlook
influenced his attitude to the formation of
the state of Israel, and he condemned
terrorism.

After demobilisation in 1948 he trained
and qualified as a teacher. His first
marriage had been a casualty of his war
service, and he now met and married
another teacher, Enid Hoddy. For some
years they both taught in Inner London
schools but, in the mid-1950s, they
moved to Harlow and became involved
in community activities  including
performances of the Moot House
Players, CND and local politics.

As a teacher of pottery at Brays Grove
Comprehensive School, Wally was
fascinated to discover the remains of a
17" century pottery kiln on the school
playing field. Recognising pottery
fragments as Metropolitan ware, which
had been widely circulated through
Britain and its North American colonies,
he realised when he discovered other
local kilns that Harlow and Potter Street
had been the centre of England’s
premier pottery industry before the 18"
century.

He spent the rest of his life on further
research, the results of which were
encapsulated in an important book, The
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Harlow Pottery Industries, produced in
collaboration with Helen Walker and
published in June 2009.

Wally also joined the West Essex
Archaeological Group and helped
excavate the Iron Age Camp at
Wallbury, Great Hallingbury, and the
Romano-Celtic Temple at Harlow, where
he identified Bronze Age remains. He
became an authority on local
archaeology and spent many hours at
Harlow Museum. His numerous other
interests included jazz and he always
regretted leaving a collection of records
in Palestine.

His wife, Enid, predeceased him, but he
is survived by two adopted daughters,
Rachel and Miriam and four
grandchildren in whom he delighted.

Stan Newens

JOYCE MAY JONES
1924 - 2010

Joyce May Jones, an able Harlow local
historian, died on 8" January, 2010.
Born in Pendlebury, near Manchester,
on 28" January, 1924, the only child of
Harry Edmunds, a shipping
representative, and his wife, Kate, she
was educated at Pendleton High School
for Girls and Manchester University,
where she studied architecture. Her
university course was interrupted by 2 12
years service in the ATS during the
Second World War - partly spent
monitoring enemy wireless signals and
partly as a teacher of arts and crafts to
wounded and disabled soldiers.

After securing a First Class Degree
(B.Arch) and winning the Haywood Silver
Medal as the best final year student,
Joyce gained an MA during the course of
her first professional engagement in the
Architects Department of
Buckinghamshire County Council. From
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there she moved to Cambridgeshire and,
in 1953, she married another architect,
Eric Jones, and came to Harlow. Here
she worked for the Harlow Development
Corporation and became greatly
attached to the town.

She acted as the architect for the
preservation of the historic Harlowbury
Chapel, played a part in work on the
Celtic Romano Temple and advised the
Porch Committee at St. Mary’s Church,
Parndon.

She also wrote Landlords and Tenants,
a history of Harlowbury; How We Saved
an Ancient Monument, an account of the
restoration of Harlowbury Chapel; The
Secret History of Harlow's Roman
Temple Site; Passmores: the Story of a
House; Seed Time and Harvest, an
edited edition of the weather diary of
William Barnard of Harlowbury, 1807-23;
The House that Wasn't There, a
fascinating account of the timber-framed
house in which she lived, which had
been moved from Eastwick to Great
Parndon in the 1850s. In addition, she
assisted other local historians - in
particular, Hazel Lake — in producing
other historical works on Harlow.

Joyce and her husband, Eric, were also
interested in a wide range of cultural
activities. She painted watercolours and
decorated the harpsichords and
clavichords which Eric and their son
built. She had an extensive knowledge
of English literature and her whole family
is very musical. She also involved
herself in a school PTA, in Harlow Civic
Society, the Friends of Harlow Museum
and other activities.

Joyce is survived by her husband, Eric,
their son, Lewis, their daughter, Sarah,
and two granddaughters, who are all
involved in cultural activities of their own.

Stan Newens
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