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From the President 

Some ostensibly heartening news 
was reported at the recent annual 
Visit Essex conference held on 27th 
November 2013. The tourism figures 
for 2012, we are told, were all 
significantly up on previous years, 
boosted by the impact of visitors 
coming to the county for the Olympic 
Games. The increased number of 
~isits (by 891,737) generated higher 
mcome by £65M on previous years 
which is not to be sniffed at, although 
not entirely unexpected. But what 
does this all mean in real terms and 
what is the lasting 'legacy' likely to 
be for Essex? 

Visit Britain, the national tourism 
agency, has for some time held that 
'built heritage, cultural heritage and 
contemporary heritage are core to 
Britain's offer' to visitors from 
abro.ad. In a recent survey of 10,000 
tounsts from other countries, it has 
now revealed that the desire to 
experience Britain's heritage and 
countryside is stronger than ever. 
With figures significantly increased in 
2013, there is every expectation that 
the upward trend will continue in 
2014. 

Essex is specifically quoted as the 
county receiving the fourth highest 
number of visits 'for miscellaneous 
purposes.' That is, a significant 
number of tourists come to this 
county, although they do not fall into 
any clearly defined category. Even if, 
at a mere 9%, this figure might only 
relate to those going to and from 
Stansted airport, it must at least 
present some realistic opportunities. 

The Visit Essex conference 
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received a number of informative 
papers, one being on The Digital 
Future, which dealt with a major 
evolution occurring in the digital 
marketing of Essex Tourism. In it 
reference was made to the need to 
'place the user at the heart of the 
strategy' and to 'understand what 
each audience type wants and needs' 
with one of the three major elements 
of focus being on 'promoting what's 
great about Essex.' 

For those interested in and 
practically supporting such matters it 
is perhaps all the more concernlng 
that,. while Visit Essex is confidently 
lookmg forward, as it were, to 
catching rather more than two birds in 
the bush, Essex County Council itself 
seems set on gradually letting slip the 
fine bird it already has in the hand. I 
refer, of course, to Cressing Temple 
Barns, where from April 2014 it is 
proposed to reduce the current level 
~f 9 full and part-time staff to 3 part­
timers and, apart from the grounds, to 
restrict access to school holidays and 
weekends between April and October. 
With the Visitor Centre also 
otherwise closed and other facilities 
little used, except for special events 
and bookings, the potential of 
significantly increasing local use and 
developing tourist interest will be 
severely undermined, while the 
buildings themselves could be put at 
greater risk. 

The site, which comprises a 
scheduled ancient monument with 6 
listed buildings, including the Knights 
Templar's 13th century Wheat Barn 
~nd Barley Barn, was bought by ECC 
m 1987, with a contribution from the 
National Heritage Memorial Fund, to 
safeguard its outstanding heritage 
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assets and make them available to the 
people of Essex and the wider 
community. It was in effect to stand 
as a beacon of excellence for the 
county's heritage by providing an 
enjoyable public amenity that also 
had an important educational role. 
Another major feature is the recreated 
Tudor walled garden which is unique 
in the region. Information about this 
and the laudable objectives originally 
set out in the Cressing Temple 
Charter may be found in the ESAH 
160 blogspot for 18 December 2013. 

It is regrettable that serious 
fmancial restraints, which are fully 
appreciated, have sadly led to these 
somewhat peremptory proposals by 
ECC to reduce the site's care and 
public accessibility to basic levels. On 
Thursday 28 November John 
Hayward and I met Tim Dixon, Head 
of Country Parks, at his invitation, to 
hear about the new proposals and to 
discuss our members' concerns. We 
referred particularly to the proposed 
reduction in staffing levels and public 
access, withdrawal of a permanent 
custodian, lack of prior consultation 
and dialogue with interest groups 
such as our Society, and the 
apparently reduced promotion of this 
heritage site, now treated and 
managed as a country park. Our 
meeting was cordial and we received 
more detailed explanations than the 
standard replies sent to others who 
have expressed concern to members 
of ECC, includi~g the leader and 
portfolio-holder. We were assured of 
the involvement of interest groups 
and that a developed Conservation 
Management Plan would in due 
course be sent for comment. In the 

2 

meantime, however, it remains for us 
to see if ECC can possibly be 
persuaded to modify these plans in a 
more constructive way. 

We have offered the Society's 
support and members should also be 
aware of the Friends of Cressing 
Temple Gardens who were formed in 
March 2013 in response to the 
problems being faced. Their 
objectives are to raise funds and 
provide practical support to promote 
the gardens for public enjoyment and 
educational, research and therapeutic 
purposes. Their subscription rates 
range modestly from £5 and members 
wishing to join are asked to contact 
Karen Perry, Membership Secretary, 
Friends of Cressing Temple Gardens, 
on 
karenthompstoneperrv@gmail.comfor 
further details. 

On the home front, members will 
be aware of the changes made in 
December to the use of the rooms that 
the Society occupies at Hollytrees 
Museum in Colchester. These have 
arisen from Colchester Borough 
Council's decision to move its Visitor 
Information Centre into the building 
as from January 2014 and the 
concomitant need for repairs and 
redecoration. A great deal of extra 
work fell to our Librarians, Jane 
Pearson and Andrew Smith, as well as 
to other helpers, in achieving the 
necessary removals within the time 
agreed. I would like to thank them 
both personally and on behalf of the 
Society for what has proved a great 
success under difficult circumstances, 
especially Andrew for planning and 
executing the logistics of the 



operation. He has also gone to a lot of 
trouble to sell or usefully give away 
much surplus stock which would 
otherwise have been thrown away and 
we are very grateful for this. 

G. Mark R. Davies 

Major William Alfred 
Hewitt T.D., A.C.I.B. 
(1923-2013) 

It is very sad to report that Bill 
Hewitt died on 19 December 2013. 
Aft~r active war service in the Royal 
Arttllery and a career in banking, he 
devoted his retirement to supporting a 
number of charities. He joined the 
Society in 1984 and was recruited by 
Ray Powell in 1993 to set up and run 
the Publications Development Fund. 
Those who had proposed the Fund 
had only modest hopes for it (a 
previous similar scheme having 
failed) but Bill set up the new fund 
like a military campaign, and ran it -
with outstanding enthusiasm and 
efficiency - for 14 years. The sums 
that he raised for the Society 
exceeded all expectations; the 
anticipated £5000 was nearly doubled 
in the first year and the Fund 
(renamed the Publication and 
Research Fund in 2003) now stands at 
just over £50,000. The interest 
generated provides invaluable 
financial support to the Society's 
publications, and for carefully 
selected research projects. 

Quite apart from this remarkable 
success, he was a doughty supporter 
of the Society in many other ways. 
On two occasions when the Society 
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found itself without a treasurer, he 
stepped in as deputy. He took a keen 
interest in the library and insisted that 
there should be a realistic valuation of 
its assets. He was at the forefront of 
efforts to reduce the distribution costs 
of the Transactions, and personally 
delivered large numbers by hand -
and encouraged others to do likewise. 
His contributions to Council - of 
which he was a most loyal supporter -
were always supportive, practical and 
well thought out, and his humour and 
goodwill were outstanding. The 
Society owes him an enormous debt 
and this will be marked by a full 
obituary in a future edition of the 
Transactions. 

Michael Leach 

Essex Industrial 
Archaeology Group 

Following the launch of the new 
Essex Industrial Archaeology Group 
(EIAG) at the Essex Record Office 
conference on 6th July 2013, the 
Group had its inaugural meeting on 
23rd November 2013 at Chelmsford 
Museum. This was extremely well 
attended with standing room only at 
one stage, until we found some stools 
in a store room! The meeting began 
with the appointment of the EIAG 
Committee, which currently consists 
of Tony Crosby (Chairman), Adrian 
Corder-Birch (Vice-Chairman and 
Membership Promotion), Paul 
Gilman (Secretary), Paul Sainsbury 
(representing the ESAH Programme 
Committee), Dave Buckley, Pam 
Corder-Birch, Jane Giffould, and 
E1phin Watkin. Having got the 
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business out of the way, the inaugural 
meeting then heard from Paul Gilman 
about the European Route of 
Industrial Heritage in Essex, Adrian 
Corder-Birch about brickmaking in 
Essex and the various transport modes 
used to distribute the products, and 
Tony Crosby about the aims and 
activities of the EIAG 

The Committee held its first 
meeting on 9th January 2014 and the 
main item on the agenda was to plan 
events for the coming year. It was 
noted that the ESAH Programme for 
2014 includes two visits to industrial 
sites in recognition of the formation 
of the EIAG. These visits are to 
Upminster Windmill on 26th April and 
to Davy Down on 16th August to see, 
amongst other things, the Victorian 
14-arch railway viaduct and the 1920s 
water pumping station and filtration 
plant. Both these visits will be of 
great interest to EIAG members. As 
these two visits are already planned, it 
gives the Committee time to arrange 
other industrial events later in the 
year and it is hoped to include an 
anniversary lecture in November and 
one other talk and visit in the early 
autumn. The Committee has further 
meetings in the diary at which these 
further events and ones for 20 15 will 
be discussed. If you have any ideas 
for talks and visits which would be of 
interest to the EIAG membership or if 
you would like to join the Committee 
please contact Tony Crosby on 
tcrosby.iah@outlook.com. If you are 
not yet a member but would like to 
join the EIAG details of how to do so 
were included in the Summer 2013 
newsletter - new members would be 
most welcome. 
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Advisory Committee In 
Archaeology 

The Advisory Committee was 
reconstituted in September 2013 with 
museum curators, archaeologists, 
planning officers, society 
representatives etc in attendence. It 
was agreed that the role of the 
Committee as a forum for 
dissemination and sharing of 
information, face-to-face discussion 
and integrated future planning was 
essential. It gave County Counsellors, 
who are to determine County 
Council's Strategy, the opportunity to 
familiarise themselves first-hand with 
Essex Heritage and Archaeology. 
Adrian Gascoyne and Richard Havis 
agreed to draw up a paper on the 
committee's future function and 
operation. 

Archaeological work in Essex has 
been carried out by a variety of 
organisations of which Oxford 
Archaeology and Heritage Network 
are the more common. The Essex 
Field Archaeology Unit is now part of 
SE Archaeology. The former Director 
is engaged in writing up past 
excavation work. Solutions were 
being sought for storage of 
archaeological finds material. 

The Essex Portable Antiquities 
Finds Officer, Katy Marsden, based at 
Colchester Resource Centre which is 
scheduled for closure and relocation, 
reported that Finds Officers' work 
was now part of British Museum and 
was funded until 2015. There had 
been a successful Epping Forest Finds 
Day. 



Essex County Council is to 
become a "Commissioning Body" 
and £215M savings are to be made by 
2015. The Cabinet County Counsellor 
for Heritage Services is John Jowers. 
The Manager of 'Place Services' into 
which Heritage and Archaeology have 
been ceded is Mat Searle. There has 
been a significant increase in 
Planning Applications for 
Development in the past 9 months, 
particularly in Uttlesford and north 
Chelmsford. 

James Kemble reported that the 
newly-formed Industrial Archaeology 
Group would be part of Essex Society 
for Archaeology & History. 
Transactions EAH will contain 
Proceedings of the Archaeology 
Conference 2008. 

Ken Crowe, Museum Curator at 
Southend, reported that excavations 
north of the Prittlewell Prince site 
shows that the burial was on the edge 
of marsh, similar to the Broomfield 
elite Saxon burial close to River 
Chelmer. He is shortly due to retire. 
No replacement has yet been made. 
He will undertake a voluntary 
research role on Canvey and 
brickfields. 

Howard Brooks reported that the 
new Colchester Archaeological Trust 
offices were now at Roman Circus 
House, Circular North Road, where 
there is an Interpretation Centre and 
cafe. Part of the Circus will be left 
exposed to permit viewing. P~st­
excavation reports were bemg 
prepared for Wormingford, Marks 
Hall and Colchester Garrison. 

James Kemble. 
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Ale and Hearty 

Members may be interested to 
know about a new 16 page leaflet 
titled A Walking Guide to the pubs of 
Central Chelmsford and Moulsham: 
Past and Present. This guide has been 
published to complement the 
exhibition Ale and Hearty: The Pubs 
and Breweries of Chelmsford shown 
at Chelmsford Museums over the 
summer for which a booklet of the 
same name was issued (see 
www.aleandhearty.co.uk ). Copies 
are available free of charge from 
Chelmsford Museums, Chelmsford 
Public Library, the Essex Record 
Office and some public houses in 
Chelmsford. All were produced by 
the Friends of Chelmsford Museums 
and the Chelmsford & Mid Essex 
Branch of CAMRA with the support 
of the Heritage Lottery Fund. 

David Buckley 

The Coggeshall wood 
carvers 

A number of highly skilled wood 
carvers flourished in Coggeshall from 
the mid C19 well into the C20 and 
their work is to be found in many 
Essex parish churches. William 
Polley of Church Street was well 
established by 1871 when he made 
the choir stalls and pulpit for the 
parish church, as well as the angels 
supporting the altar rails. At a later 
date he carved the rood screen and the 
organ case though neither of these has 
survived subsequent re-ordering of 
the church ... 
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In 1885 Polley took on a thirteen 
year old apprentice, Ernest Beckwith 
(1872-1952) who, seven years later, 
set up his own business in East Street 
in Coggeshall. Beckwith combined 
wood carving with the restoration of 
antique furniture, and in 1908 was 
commissioned to work on 
Paycocke's. Much of the carving on 
the street frontage of this building 
(now in the hands of the National 
Trust) is his work. W.F.Crittall visited 
Paycocke's during its restoration, and 
this led to a range of commissions for 
Beckwith from the Crittall family. 
One consequence of the First World 
War was the erection on numerous 
commemorative lych gates and 
Beckwith was responsible for a 
number of examples in Essex. His son 
and grandson followed him into the 
business, and the latter (by then 
working from Northumberland) was 
commissioned in 2007 to make a new 
organ case for Coggeshall parish 
church, 11 0 years after his 
grandfather had worked on the same 
project. 

There was a third, entirely 
separate, wood carving business in 
Coggeshall run by Samuel Marshall 
(1855-1934) in Bridge Street, though 
he did work in collaboration with 
Beckwith on some of the projects in 
the parish church. In 1907 he took on 
the 14 year old Bryan Saunders 
(1893-1973) who, in 1919, 
established his own business in 
Market Hill. Saunders established a 
reputation for fine carving far beyond 
Essex and his business flourished, 
enabling him to take an assistant 
(another of Marshall' s former 
apprentices) in 1929. He continued to 
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work till his death in 1973 and his 
daughter presented the contents of his 
workshop to the National Trust which 
has a display of some of the items -
including tools and partially 
completed pieces - in the Grange 
Barn at Coggeshall. 

I am grateful to James Bettley for 
drawing my attention to a recently 
published book, Art and Authenticity, 
which examines how the commercial 
value of works of art is dictated by a 
variety of factors including the 
reputation of the craftsmen who 
created them, their attribution to an 
identifiable school or movement, and 
the significance of their subsequent 
ownership. It contains a chapter on 
Beckwith which considers how we 
judge such an artist who belonged to 
no particular artistic movement but 
simply excelled in his craft. 

Michael Leach 

Sources 
Aldrich, M & Hackforth-Jones J 
(eds), 2012 Art and Authenticity, 
Ashgate 
www .coggeshallmuseum.org. uk/carvi 
ngl.htm 

George Buckler's 
Churches of Essex 
(1856) 

George Buckler's father, John 
(1770-1851) was an architect and 
topographical illustrator. His 
buildings are little known today, 
though he had a measure of success in 
his time, and he was placed second in 
the competition for the new Houses of 



Parliament at Westminster after the 
disastrous fire of 1834. However his 
real love was making perspective 
drawings of ancient ecclesiastical 
buildings, though he did admit 
towards the end of his life that this 
was less profitable than being an 
architect, a profession which he 
finally abandoned. 

Two of his sons also became 
architects and topographical 
illustrators. His youngest, George 
( 1811-1886), who probably practised 
with his elder brother, was 
responsible for the design of the new 
museum at Wisbech in 1846, said to 
have been one of the first provincial 
museums to have been provided with 
purpose-built accommodation (though 
Saffron W alden has an earlier claim, 
its museum being constructed in 1834 
by an unknown architect). By the 
early 1850s George Buckler was 
working as an architect for the Board 
of Works and was still there in 1860 
when he wrote a report for the Board 
on the provision of a new house of the 
Lieutenant Governor of the Isle of 
Man. He was a much less prolific 
illustrator than his father or his older 
brother, but he drew a number of 
Essex churches (other than the 22 
included in his 1856 book), published 
plans and sketches of Colchester 
castle ( 1876), as well as a fine image 
of Stoke-on-Trent railway station 
( 1848) and probably other images that 
have not been traced. The reasons for 
his interest in Essex are not clear, as 
he was born and lived all his life 
south of the Thames in Bermondsey 
and Kennington. He is not known to 
have had any commissions in Essex 
though his brother did minor work on 
a lodge at Audley End, and his 
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nephew (also an architect) designed 
the chapel at Lilystone Hall, Stock. 
However his antiquarian interests in 
Essex were established by his early 
twenties when he walked from South 
London to look at East Ham church 
and 'other objects of interest' and he 
attended two meetings of the Essex 
Archaeological Society shortly after 
its formation, at which he gave papers 
on the frescoes at East Ham church 
(which had been discovered since his 
initial visit), and on the round 
churches of England with particular 
reference to the one at Little 
Maplestead. Both were published in 
the first volume of the Society's 
Transactions in 1858, though his 
name does not appear amongst the list 
of members in that volume. He also 
provided plans and illustrations for 
the Rev. H Jenkins' controversial 
publication of 1869 which claimed 
that Colchester castle was of Roman 
construction, and followed this a few 
years later with his own account of 
the castle which repeated the same 
opinion. 

His Twenty Two of the Churches 
of Essex, architecturally described 
and illustrated was published in 1856 
and in his very brief preface he 
explained his reasons for writing it. 
He noted that few Essex churches had 
the eye-catching towers or spires, or 
the richness of ornamental detail, 
which normally interested 
ecclesiological writers. Yet he felt 
that there were churches in the county 
that were remarkable in one way or 
another, and he set out to describe 
twenty two examples in some detail. 
Some, such as St Albright's, Stanway, 
and St Runwald's, Colchester, were 
very modest buildings, but 
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nevertheless he was able to provide 
interesting details about both. 

Most of his descriptions are 
accompanied by a detailed plan, and 
an engraving of the exterior as well as 
one or more of some particular 
architectural feature. There are short 
entries covering local history gleaned 
from the county historians whom he 
briefly lists, though he noted that their 
interest in ecclesiastical architecture 
was perfunctory. He also observed 
that Thomas Wright, in the preface to 
his History, had claimed that 'in order 
to ensure the accuracy of our 
descriptions - a point in which 
Morant is particularly deficient - the 
county has been personally visited'. 
Buckler cited errors in Wright's 
account which show that he had 
certainly not visited the churches in 
question and merely copied verbatim 
from the C 18 historian. 

His own accounts, in contrast, are 
obviously the result of detailed 
examination, even (in some instances) 
including the surroundings of the 
church. At Shenfield he noted 'a 
portion of a Purbeck marble 
gravestone with indentations of 
brasses, used as a stepping stone to a 
neighbouring horse pond'. He had a 
sharp eye for small details, illustrating 
(for example) a medieval escutcheon 
plate from the keyhole of the nave 
door at Little Burstead. His interests 
were not merely antiquarian, as he 
showed a keen interest in the structure 
of the buildings, and a respect for the 
craftsmanship deployed by earlier 
generations. This enthusiasm enabled 
him, for example, to describe (and 
illustrate) the east window of 
Brentwood chapel whose elegant but 
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non-Gothic tracery had been skilfully 
constructed in plastered brickwork -
anathema to any true ecclesiologist. 
He often added practical comments 
about damp areas in buildings and 
how these could be remedied. He 
noted that, at South Ockendon, a new 
stove had been installed in an attempt 
to cure mildew which, in reality, was 
caused by a leaking roof. Elsewhere 
he detailed the damage caused to 
church walls by the invasion of ivy 
(though he did also appreciate its 
picturesque qualities). 

Unlike many contemporary 
accounts, his descriptions cover items 
such as bells, bell frames, hour glass 
stands, fragmentary remains of 
medieval glass, iron hinges, rood 
screens, moulded wall plates and, in 
particular, the details of the framing 
of roofs, towers and spires. This was 
clearly the work of someone who 
understood the principles of building 
a roof, and who enjoyed working out 
how it had been constructed, as well 
as deploring ill-advised 
improvements, such as the removal of 
the tie beams in the north aisle of 
South Weald church. He also 
appreciated the workmanship of the 
brick towers at Fryeming and at 
Ingatestone, the latter ('a remarkable 
specimen of bold detail and fine 
proportion') being described at length 
together with an estimate of the 
number of bricks used in its 
construction. On old brickwork he 
often noted that there were 'five 
courses to a foot' and, where bricks 
had been used to lace flint walls, he 
attempted to distinguish Roman 
bricks from medieval ones. 

Other than dampness, he rarely 



reported that a church was in a 
seriously neglected condition. An 
exception was at North Ockendon 
where the windows of the north 
chapel were 'in a very dilapidated 
state, leaves of books and pieces of 
paper have been thrust into holes to 
exclude the wind'. It seems unlikely 
that, as an architect, he would have 
been able to overlook serious 
structural defects in the churches that 
he described, and one is left 
wondering how much of the frenzy of 
Victorian restoration and rebuilding 
was driven by ecclesiological 
demands rather than by structural 
necessity. 

Several decades before the 
establishment of the Society for the 
Protection of Ancient Buildings, he 
expressed distinctly SP AB views on 
the treatment of old fabric. At 
Mucking he referred to the demolition 
of the nave but noted with approval 
that the patrons had 'preferred 
repairing the ancient structure (of the 
chancel) and retaining, in its integrity, 
the original design'. In general he was 
opposed to rebuilding when repair 
was practicable. He was not one to be 
alarmed by the often 'imaginary 
danger of cracking' and described the 
serious damage that could be caused 
by ill-considered buttressing, or 
unnecessary rebuilding. An 
illustration of the west end of 
Mountnessing church shows it 
bristling with eight buttresses. 
Elsewhere he commented 'now it is 
thought better to see (the church) 
clean and white rather than wearing 
an aspect of venerable age; the walls 
are therefore periodically cased with 
thick coats of whitewash, by which 
the remaining masonry is concealed 
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' At East Ham he praised the 
vicar for leaving the recently 
discovered wall paintings untouched, 
'rather than spoil them by a too hasty 
and injudicious restoration' though 
there had been some 'obnoxious 
retouches by the village house 
painter' which were impossible to 
remove without destroying the 
original images. 

Reading this book leaves one with 
a strong sense of regret that the author 
was not professionally involved in 
church restoration, as he would surely 
have approached such challenges with 
a much gentler hand than many of his 
contemporaries. 

Michael Leach 

Sources 
Bettley J & Pevsner N, 2007 The 
Buildings ofEngland: Essex, Yale UP 
Buckler G 1856, Twenty two of the 
churches of Essex architecturally 
described and illustrated, London 
Buckler G 1876, Colchester Castle a 
Roman building, and the oldest and 
noblest monument of the Romans in 
Britain, Benham & Harrison 
Colvin H 1954, Biographical 
Dictionary of English Architects, 
JohnMurray 
EAS Transactions 1858, 151 series, i, 
72, 102, 110. 
ERO topographical drawings 11Mb 
1911/1, DIY 33/3/5, liMb 
228/1/14&21 
Jenkins, Rev H, 1869 Colchester 
Castle, shown to have once been the 
Templed Citadel which the Roman 
Colonists raised to their Emperor 
Claudius 
Pugh R B ( ed), 2002 VCH Cambs & 
Isle of Ely, iv 
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www .thepotteries.orglbuildings/stoke 
station.htm 

www.isle-of­
man.com/manxnotebook/history/pp 18 
61.htm 

Obituary of Hazei Lake, 
Ha:rlow Historian 

Hazel Lake, a prolific historian of 
Harlow, died in Princess Alexandra 
Hospital, Harlow, on 29th May, aged 
87 years. Born Hazel Evelyn Parkin 
in Oxfordshire, the daughter of a 
senior master at Sibford Quaker 
School, she was educated at Quaker 
schools and at the London School of 
Economics, where she took an 
economics degree. 

She married Christopher Lake and 
they lived in Cyprus before moving to 
Harlow in 1956. Subsequently, she 
served as a teacher at Great Pamdon 
School in Harlow, at Harlow College, 
and also taught in Sweden. 

She was fascinated by the history 
of Harlow and dedicated herself to 
local research. In co-operation with 
others, she produced five books: 

The Arkwrights of Harlow (with 
Joyce Jones) [1996] 

Life and Death of Burnt Mill 
Village [ 1999] 

Sugar Planters in Little Parndon 
[2002] 

The Life of William Smith (with 
Jenny Handley) [2007] 

The History of Mark Hall Manor 
[2010] 

Hazel served as Vice-Chair of the 
Friends of Harlow Museum and 
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promoted the history of the town in 
this capacity. She was always ready 
to give advice and assist with other 
projects. 

She also wrote two books on 
English language teaching and a 
number of historical articles. 

She is survived by her husband, 
from whom she was divorced, by two 
daughters, Eleini and Katrina, and 
three grandchildren. 

Stan Newens 

World War II Heritage 
Project 

Background 
In 2012 the Society was invited to 

send a representative to a launch 
event for a new WWll heritage 
project which is being supported for 
three years with European 
InterregiVA/2 Seas funding. The aim 
of the project is the creation of a 
lasting memory of the heritage of the 
Second World War by maintaining, 
preserving or reusing the heritage 
which remains for education and 
tourism. Suffolk and Essex County 
Councils along with the University of 
East Anglia and seven organisations 
from three other EU countries (the 
Netherlands, Belgium and France) 
have joined together as partners in the 
project. An important part of the 
project involves liaison with staff and 
volunteers from WW2 heritage sites, 
museums and related organisations in 
the regions of the partnership with the 
aim of familiarising them with the 
work of the project, introducing them 
to sites and initiatives in other 



countries and creating a wider 
network of interested organisations. 
It was considered that our Society 
could play an important role in 
promoting the projects objectives 
through its publications, programme 
of visits and advocacy for the 
improved conservation and 
management of World War 11 sites. 
As the Society's representative I have 
now attended a number of project 
events. 
Launch Event 

The one day launch conference on 
12'h April2012 was hosted by Suffolk 
CC at the Waterfront Building, 
University Campus Suffolk in 
Ipswich. It was attended by over 80 
delegates from project partners, 
military heritage specialists, WWII 
museums, heritage sites and other 
bodies. The opening address by Dr 
John Schofield, from the University 
of York and former Head of Military 
Programmes at English Heritage, 
provided a review of developments 
over the past 15 years in military 
archaeology thereby setting the 
context for the project at a time of 
growing public interest in this aspect 
of European heritage. Speakers then 
developed the theme by reference to 
specific national and local projects 
with which they had been involved. 
These included: 

Dr Mike Osbome: Defence of 
Britain Project (1995-2002}, 
described the volunteer driven WWII 
UK structures and sites recording 
programme. 

Paul Pattison: English Heritage, 
provided an overview of the historical 
development of Land~ard Fort, 
Felixstowe, from the 16 to late 201h 
century (visited by delegates the next 
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day). 
Dr Robert Liddiard: University of 

East Anglia, explained the Landscape 
of Exercise 'Kruschen', which took 
place on Dunwich Heath in 1943 and 
was significant as a D-Day landings 
training area. 

Steffraas: Liberation Museum 
Zeeland, spoke about collaboration 
between voluntary and government 
organisations in that region. 

FifiVissor: Zeeland oral history 
project, demonstrated how the 
projectis recording memories and 
stories of those involved. 

Mathieu De Meyer: Raversijde 
Atlantic Wall Museum, outlined the 
master plan for the development of 
this important Belgian site (near 
Ostend) as a gateway to other WWII 
sites in the region. 

Paul Gilman/Fred Nash: Essex 
County Council, covered efforts made 
to research, record and promote sites 
in the county. 

Cyrille Delatte: La Coupole (Nord­
Pas-de Calais), explained how the 
WWII V2 rocket base has become a 
major remembrance and tourist 
destination. 

The conference contributions gave 
the project a first class start and there 
was much to discuss at the evening 
reception, given by the Suffolk 
Portfolio Holder for Road, Transport 
and Planning, Cllr Guy McGregor. 
This was held amongst an interesting 
range ofWWII project displays. 
Normandy Visit 

A study tour was made to 
Normandy by the partners and guests 
from invited museums and 
organisations on 15th -17 April 2013. 
The objective of the visit was to see 
how memorial sites in the region were 
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being developed to meet the growing 
requirements of tourist visitors while 
balancing this with the act of 
remembrance. Several of the well­
known D-Day landing beaches and 
the Caen Memorial were visited. 

Juno beach served for the landing 
of Canadian forces and the group 
toured surviving war time features 
and contemporary memorial 
structures with a young student 
Canadian guide. The Juno Beach 
centre, opened in 2003, presents all 
aspects of the Canadian civilian and 
military war effort, holds numerous 
events annually and serves as a 
Canadian place of memory in France. 

Arromanche beach was the 
location for the Mulberry harbour 
which supported the landings. Here a 
circular cinema, Arromanche 360, 
shows on 9 screens the film "The 
Price of Freedom". Immersion in the 
heart of the action thanks to the 360 
degree projection provides an 
extremely loud experience which, 
along with a very large visitor shop, 
provoked mixed reactions. 

Pointe du Hoc Cliffs were the 
scene for one of the more difficult 
Allied landings on June 6th 1944. 
Here the complex of surviving 
bunkers surrounded by bomb craters 
creates particular issues for 
developing visitor facilities. 

Of the five invasion beaches, 
Omaha beach is one of the two, 
assigned to US troops and where the 
largest number were killed. It is an 
important place of memorial and the 
American cemetery here includes 
9,387 aligned tombstones, a chapel, a 
memorial and a visitor Centre. 
Visitor pressure at the site meant that 
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parts were closed for maintenance at 
the time of the visit. 

The Caen Memorial is a large 
building where the goal is to make 
tourism and memory co-exist through 
a mixture of displays, educational 
activities, cultural entertainment and 
annual event programme which 
generates high media coverage. 

While the opening event set out 
the range of current activity being 
undertaken by project partners, the 
Normandy visit demonstrated the 
level of attention being given in the 
D-Day landing area to WWII visitor 
locations. The growing numbers of 
visitors to this region and interest in 
WWII heritage as the events become 
more distant raises comparison with 
the approaches adopted for WWI sites 
in Flanders and northern France, 
where activity is intense as 2014 
approaches. 
Further Information 

The project has produced a 
number of World War 11 heritage 
Newsletters which contain more 
details about activities by the group. 
Visit the website: 
www.worldwar2heritage.com 

David Buckley 

Book Review 

William D'Oyley 1812-1890 -
Loughton Surveyor and 
Superintendent of Epping Forest. 
Richard Morris, Loughton and 
District Historical Society, 2013, 
ISBN: 978-1-905269-19-8, pp. 56, 
illustrated (colour), £5-00 

This is another excellent 
publication from the L&DHS, well 



laid out, and clearly written and 
illustrated by Richard Morris. It 
describes the life ofWilliam D'Oyley, 
one of a family of local land 
surveyors, who became actively 
involved in the fight to save Epping 
Forest. D'Oyley's detailed knowledge 
of the Forest and its customs had 
already been invaluable for local 
residents seeking redress against the 
piecemeal enclosures, and were to 
provide the solid evi'dence needed to 
advance the Corporation of the City 
of London's legal fight for its 
permanent protection. His 
contributions included a series of 
detailed surveys of the entire Forest 
showing the areas which had been 
illegally enclosed and which, in the 
view of the Corporation, should revert 
to open forest. D'Oyley's collection 
of manuscript material, much of it 
accumulated by his father, also 
formed an important part of the 
Corporation's case. 
Acknowledgement of D'Oyley's 
important role in the fight for the 
preservation of the Forest led to his 
appointment as its first 
Superintendent in 1876. 

This booklet examines D'Oyley's 
family background, his contribution 
to the practical aspects of the legal 
process, and his work as 
Superintendent. It also details the 
present whereabouts of the various 
maps and MSS that were important in 
the legal fight. One is left with the 
impression of a thorough and 
principled professional man whose 
support for the fight to save the Forest 
has - until now - never been 
sufficiently acknowledged. It is also 
an admonitory reminder of how much 
we owe to the perseverance and 
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determination of nineteenth century 
campaigners for the freedoms that we 
currently enjoy. 

Michael Leach 

Diaries of Mary Rich, 
countess of Warwick 
(1624-1678) 

After her death at Leez Priory in 
Essex, Mary Rich's diaries (now 
British Library Add MSS 27351-5) 
must have passed to her private 
chaplain (Thomas Woodroffe), as 
they contain annotations in his hand. 
The diaries cover the years from 1666 
to 1677 and have never been 
published in full, though Charlotte 
Fell Smith made excellent use of 
them, and quoted extracts in her fine 
biography of the countess. Fell 
Smith's view was that the diaries 
were of considerable historical value 
for their descriptions of local and 
national events, and that they also 
provided an unusual insight into the 
mind of a contemporary woman of 
deep religious conviction. She was 
less sanguine about their publication 
in full, and noted '... even the most 
patient and pious reader would weary 
of the tedious repetition of 
stereotyped phrases, of the daily 
record of prayers, sermons, penitence, 
intercession and self abasement ... 
written down week after week, year 
after year, in precisely the same 
words, and with identical phrases.' 

Perhaps, after more than a century, 
this judgement should be re­
examined. In 1908 the Camden 
Society published the diary of the 
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Essex clergyman, Ralph Josselin, in a 
heavily abridged version with the 
removal of most of what was 
regarded at the time as 'tedious 
repetition'. Yet the complete version 
of this diary, edited by Alan 
MacFarlane and published in 1976, 
provides a far better insight into the 
mind and beliefs of a contemporary 
puritan for whom the imminence of 
God perfused every aspect of daily 
life. Would not a complete edition of 
Mary Rich's diaries, appropriately 
edited and annotated, be of similar 
interest today? 

A much shortened version of Mary 
Rich's diary, with most of the non­
devotional material expunged, was 
printed in 1847 by the Religious Tract 
Society of London. In this case the 
editorial blue pencil had not been 
wielded by the RTS which had 
merely printed verbatim the 
'exemplary' passages copied into a 
separate manuscript by Mary Rich's 
chaplain, Thomas Woodroffe, a 
century and a half earlier (BL MS 
27358). It is not clear why he had 
made this copy. However by the end 
of her life, Mary Rich had acquired an 
almost saintly reputation and it is 
possible that W oodroffe had intended 
to publish a selection of her religious 
thoughts. 

The nineteenth century saw not 
only the publication by the RTS of 
Woodroffe's extracts, but also Mary 
Rich's autobiography (BL Add MS 
27357) which she had written over 
two days in February 1672. This was 
printed by the Percy Society in 1848. 
Two biographies (by Charlotte Fell 
Smith and Mary Palgrave) appeared 
in 1901 but little use has been made 
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of the diaries since then. Perhaps it is 
time that they were looked at again. 

Michael Leach 

Sources 
anon, 1847 Memoir of Lady Warwick, 
also her Diary, Religious Tract 
Society 
Fell Smith, C, 1901 Mary Rich, 
Countess of Warwick, Longman 
Green& Co 
Mendelson, S H, 2004 'Rich, Mary, 
countess ofWarwick' in ODNB 

Colchester Castle 
Addendum: 
Documentary evidence 

The opportunity for historians to 
visit the empty shell of the building, 
and to compare it to other examples, 
has led to the conclusion that 
Colchester Castle originally had no 
more than two storeys. 

Historians have been misled by the 
notion that the Castle once had four 
floors. C. Henry Warren wrote of 
Wheely that, "this insensitive citizen 
did actually get as far as removing the 
two upper storeys (hence the dwarfed 
nature of the Castle today), when 
bankruptcy prevented him from 
completing his intentions" (Warren, 
1950, 119). 

J. H. Round dismissed Morant by 
stating "how utterly untenable is the 
theory that Colchester Castle was 
never higher than at present" (Round, 
1882, 94) drawing comparisons with 
the Norman-built White Tower in 
London. 

Morant's Colchester volume of 



17 48 should be read in a new light. 
"It suffered from the ill-judged 

attempt of John Wheely ... many of 
the Roman bricks were taken away 
and sold, with most part of the free­
stone at the coins and in the inward 
arches of the building. A fine well 
was destroyed, and the tops of the 
towers and walls forced down with 
screws, or blown up with gunpowder 
... but after the great devastations, the 
remaining walls being so strongly 
cemented, that the profit did not 
answer the charge for further 
demolition, he was forced to desist" 
(Morant, 1748, 7). 

This is further supported by an oral 
account. 

The eighteenth century antiquarian 
and engraver, Chelmsford born 
Joseph Strutt (1749 - 1802) writes at 
length on Colchester Castle in his 
volume entitled 'Manners' in 1774 
(rediscovered recently in the 
Librarian's Office at Hollytrees, and 
an omission from accession). 

"I could not learn for certainty 
whether the top of the wall had been 
garretted or not, though an old man, 
who happened to be there when I was, 
informed me that he remembered 
something like embattlements at the 
top before it was so shamefully 
abused, great part of which were 
forced down with screws and 
gunpowder, and so falling down on 
the walls and vaults below, made 
lamentable havock and devastation, to 
the eternal shame of the despicable 
perpetrators, as it is to the great praise 
and honour of the present worthy 
owner, who takes great pains to repair 
and preserve this valuable antiquity" 
(Strutt, 1774, 27). 
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This eye-witness account appears 
to limit the demolition work to the 
embattlements and part of the Castle's 
roof only. The "worthy owner" at 
that time was, of course, Charles 
Gray. 

Andrew Smith 
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CBAEAST 

121h April pm Medieval graffiti in 
East Anglian churches. A talk and 
workshop with the award-winning 
Norfolk Medieval Graffiti Survey St 
Mary the Virgin Church, Parham, 
Suffolk 

The AGM meeting will be at the 
Roman Circus House, Colchester 
on Sat.lOth May, 10.30 for 11.00. 
Following the business meeting there 
will be an opportunity to see 
the new CAT work place and to learn 
about current/ ongoing projects in 
Colchester. 
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141h June 10-4 Explore the 
archaeology of Saffron W alden and 
Audley End. A museum visit and 
walking tour with English Heritage 
staff. Saffron Walden Museum, 
Castle and Audley End. Standard 
entry fees apply 

See website for other events 
http:/ /cbae.archaeologyuk.org/ 

David Buckley 

The Fighting Essex 
Soldier: Recruitment, 
War and Remembrance 
in the Fourteenth 
Century 

Saturday 8 March 2014, 9.30am-
4.15pm £15 including refreshments 
and buffet lunch A one-day 
conference at the Essex Record 
Office, Wharf Road, Chelmsford, 
CM2 6YT. Please book in advance on 
01245 244614 
www.essex.gov.uk/eroevents 
Speakers include: 
Dr Jenny Ward - Essex and the 
Hundred Years War: Taxation, 
Justice, and County Families 
Dr David Simpkin - The Essex 
Gentry and the Wars of the English 
Crown. From Edward I to Richard 11 
(c.l277-c.l400) 
Dr Craig Lambert - Shipping the 
Troops and Fighting at Sea: The 
Participation of Essex Maritime 
Communities in England's Wars, 
1320-1400 
Mr Martin Stuchfield - Remembering 
the Soldier: Fourteenth Century Essex 
Brasses 
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Plus other expert speakers and 
lunchtime medieval music . sung by 
members of Gaudeamus 

In association with the Friends of 
Historic Essex 
www .essexinfo.net/friendsofhistorice 
ssex 

Essex Local History 
Day 

The Essex Local History Day will 
this year be held at the University of 
Essex from 2 p.m. on Saturday 
June 7th 2014. The speakers will be 

I. Professor Tom Williamson: 
'Understanding the historic landscape 
of Essex'. 

2. Tricia Moxam and Dr Michael 
Leach: 'Fish, Fur and Honey: animal 
husbandry in historic Essex.' 

Admission by ticket only from 
Local History Day, Department of 
History, University of Essex, 
Wivenhoe Park, Colchester, Essex. 

Andrew Phillips 

For the latest news and 
information about the 
Essex Society for 
Archaeology and 
History 
go to our blog, 
www.esah160.blogspot.co.uk 
and follow us on 
Twitter, https://twitter.com/ES 
AH160 
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PROGRAMME OF MEETINGS 2013-2014 
Friday 14th March 7.30pm Morant Lecture Mark Bailey -Serfdom in England, at the 
Chelmsford Museum. Followed by tea & biscuits. Cost £5.00 
Saturday 26th Apri112 noon Upminster Windmill Industrial site. Tour of the Windmill 
(1802) and site including the excavations of miller's house. Refreshments in the old 
Independent Chapel ( 1800). Cost £5.00 
Wednesday 14th May 2pm Visit to Hill Hall and St Michael's church, Theydon Mount, 
led by Anne Padfield, with refreshments in St Michaels Church. Cost £10.00. (Free 
entry for English Heritage members) 
Saturday 7th June 2pm AGM St Nicholas chapel at Coggeshall Abbey, followed by 
refreshments. There will be an opportunity to visit the ruins and the mill after the 
meeting. Refreshments £5.00 
Saturday 5th July 10 am Full day Walking tour of Colchester Town with Mark Davies. 
Meet at Castle at I Oam. Lunch 12.30- 14.00 ( provide own lunch). Cost £5.00. Max 15 
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Saturday 12th July 2pm Willingale. Visit to the churches, archaeological talk about the 
village, look at some of the village buildings and refreshments in the village hall. Cost 
£5.00 
Saturday 16th August 12.00 for 12.30pm Davy Down and Stifford church. Visit to the 
1920s pumping station and filtration plant ( still pumping water today), the late 19C 14 
arch viaduct( still in use by C2C), slide show and talk on the Mardyke river. Followed 
by a guided walk through North Stifford looking at the older buildings finishing at the 
church for refreshments. Cost £10.00 (Arrive earlier and bring a packed lunch if you 
wish). 
Wednesday 17th September 1.30pm for 2pm Visit to High House, a Grade 11 listed 
manorial farmstead ( 1546) in Purfleet with rare Essex dovecote ( now a scheduled 
ancient monument). Tour and talk. Also on site is the Royal Opera House scenery and 
set making workshops. Cafe on site. Cost £5.00 
Sunday 12th October 12.30pm for lpm Morant Lunch at the Red Lion Hotel in 
Colchester. Speaker Or L J F Ashdown-Hill (leader of genealogical research and 
historical advisor to the 'Looking for Richard' project). The talk is on The Colchester 
Franciscan Priory (Greyfriars). Cost £25.00. Bookings by 141h September. 
Saturday gth November 2pm Lecture at Chelmsford Museum. Speaker Charles Bird on 
'The Italian Job', Edward De V ere's Grand Tour, 1575. Followed by tea & biscuits. 
Members free, non members £1.00. Booking required. 

Further details of all events and availability are available from the Excursions Secretary, 
Mr Graham Gould, 16 Os borne Road, Leyton, E I 0 5QW (0208 556 1423). All events to 
be booked via the Excursion Secretary at least I 0 days prior to the event . Please enclose 
a stamped addressed envelope for each event, for maps and other instructions if you do 
not want these by email. Cheques should be made payable to the Essex Society for 
Archaeology and History. If there are any transport issues in attending these events, 
please contact the Programme Secretary. 

The visits on the Society's programme are open to members and associate members 
only. The Society can accept no liability for loss or injury sustained by members 
attending any of its programmed events. Members are asked to take care when 
visiting old buildings or sites and to alert others to any obvious risks. Please 
respect the privacy of those who invite us into their homes. 
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From the President 

A regular item appearing on the 
agenda of the Society's Council 
meetings is broadly termed as a 
"watching brief on heritage services" 
in Essex. It enables members to report 
on or raise for discussion any current 
issue of concern, leading where 
appropriate to the sending of a letter 
lobbying, or some other relevan~ 
action. 

There have been a number of such 
concerns of late, mainly as the result 
of cutbacks in public expenditure at 
district or county level. We have 
continued to feel concern over the 
repercussions from major changes to 
the funding and provision of heritage­
related. servi~es by Essex County 
Council and m the last issue I drew 
attention to the apparent contradiction 
?etween . Visit Essex reporting an 
mcrease m the number of tourists and 
the major cutbacks at ECC's own 
'flagship' heritage site at Cressing 
Temple. 

On Wednesday 2nd April, Stan 
Ne~ens and John Hayward, past 
Pres1de~t and current Secretary 
respectively, accompanied your 
President in a delegation to County 
Hall, where we were kindly received 
by Cllr. John Jowers, Cabinet 
Member for Communities and 
Planning, supported by several senior 
officers. These included David 
Adlington, Head of Enterprise Team 
including tourism promotion, Visi~ 
Essex; Julie Nash, Operations 
Manager, Country Parks; Stephen 
Dixon, Archive Service Manager at 
the Essex Record Office; and Adrian 
Gascoyne, Senior Consultant, Historic 
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Environment Project Team. We raised 
several important issues and, after an 
enlightening exchange of views were 
thanked for raising the concerns and 
suggestions we had come to express. 

Briefly, we were able to outline the 
?igh lev~l of specialist and popular 
mterest m the county's heritage as 
represented by our Society in 
particular for over 160 years as well 
as the large number of local groups, 
who form the majority in Essex 
Congress, and the general public. Our 
first concern being Cressing Temple, 
we welcomed the improved opening 
hours which are now less restricted 
than originally planned. However, we 
suggested that a more positive 
approach to generating income, as 
opposed to making savings alone, 
could be achieved by increased 
involvement of the local community, 
broadening the scope of the Friends' 
group and attracting tourists. The 
interpretation centre and tea room 
were excellent facilities which needed 
to be kept open. There was always the 
possibility of setting up a Trust. 

In relation to the archaeological 
staff now assimilated into the multi­
disciplinary teams of Place Services 

' concern was expressed as to how 
effective this was proving to be given 
the loss of specialist staff in this 
discipline as well as access to historic 
buildings advice, for which Essex had 
enjoyed a strong reputation. Adrian 
Gascoyne reported that service level 
agreements had been made with all 
but one or two of the other local 
authorities in the county, while some 
curatorial work was also being done 
for two others outside Essex. A new 
website had been created for Place 
Services. 
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In response to dismay expressed at 
ECC handing back Aythorpe Roding 
post mill (the largest remaining in 
Essex) leased since 1940, the need to 
make significant cost savings was 
explained as being 'inevitable'. It was 
hoped, however, that ECC would not 
turn its back completely on the 
county's historic mills after all that 
has been achieved. This mill no 
longer features on the Visit Essex 
website. 

Towards the end of the meeting, the 
Advisory Committee for Archaeology 
in Essex was emphasised as having 
continued to play an important role as 
a co-ordinating body since the mid-
1970s in spite of all the various 
changes during that period. Since 
ECC's current arrangements for 
archaeology came into effect two 
years ago, its future was unclear and 
Cllr. Jowers was exhorted to give it 
some encouragement. As a parting 
shot, the archaeological achievements 
of Essex County Council over the 
past 40 years were illustrated by the 
organisation of three major 
conferences held in 1978, 1993 and 
2008. The first two had been 
successfully seen through to 
publication by ECC, whereas the 
Society had felt duty bound to deal 
with the last one. It would be grateful 
for some financial support if available 
in future. This seemed highly likely 
and the meeting ended on a cordial 
note. 

A meeting of the said Advisory 
Committee was duly held on 
Wednesday, 23rd April, at which not 
only was Cllr. John Jowers himself 
present, but he also confirmed that a 
contribution to Essex Archaeology 
and History Volume 3 (Series 4) 
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would be forthcoming. Among other 
matters the Committee's future was 
considered and with final comments 
on the options to be submitted by the 
end of May, it seems likely that it will 
continue with the support of its 
constituent members, although not 
supported internally by ECC because 
of prevailing circumstances. 

Our Society's Annual General 
Meeting was held this year at 
Coggeshall on Saturday, 7th June, 
2014, which some 30 members 
attended and were able to take an 
ideal opportunity to visit the historic 
Abbey remains and mill on a sunny 
afternoon. This event marked the end 
of my triennium as President, an 
honour that I have enjoyed greatly 
thanks to the very active support of all 
the Society's Officers, Council and 
Committee members as well as many 
other members too numerous to 
mention. I would like, however, to 
thank three people in particular for all 
that they do for the society. John 
Hayward, since taking over as 
Secretary two years ago, has made a 
remarkable contribution for which I 
particularly am extremely grateful. 
Bill Abbott, as Treasurer, is always 
looking to make improvements and 
we would be lost without his 
expertise. Chris Thornton has 
enthusiastically kept the editorial pot 
boiling with the help of others and 
members have been and will be 
enjoying the results as the year 
progresses. 

I am very pleased that Ann Turner 
has agreed to accept nomination as 
our next President. She is well known 
within the Society for her modest, 
cheerful and quiet efficiency as 
Membership Secretary for many 



years. Born and raised in Chelmsford, 
where she also worked until joining 
Essex Police, she served at 
Brentwood, Clacton and Harwich 
before moving to Colchester and 
becoming the first Woman Detective 
there. As a trained Tourist Guide for 
the past 20 years, she is a strong 
supporter of Colchester and the 
county's heritage and has served with 
distinction as Chairman of the 
Colchester Guides Association. She 
brings her own special skills to her 
new role in which I am sure she will 
be very successful. 

G. Mark R. Davies 

An Apology 

For thirteen years, Sally Gale has 
edited the Newsletter. In this time 
she has made it a significant benefit to 
members, providing information and 
items of historical interest with 
reliability and regularity. This year 
has been difficult for Sally and she 
has understandably not been able to 
continu~ :':'ith what is a demanding 
responsibility. We have missed one 
issue of the Newsletter and are a little 
late_ with this edition. A voluntary 
soc1ety such as ours is reliant on the 
goodwill, time and expertise of its 
members, so we are extremely 
grateful to Zoe Quinn taking over the 
Editorship at a difficult time. This is 
a bumper issue which we hope will go 
some way towards making good the 
deficiency in service to members in 
2014. We'd like to thank Sally for all 
her good work and we send her our 
best wishes. Thank you for your 
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forbearance and please give your 
support to Zoe. 

John Hayward 

An Apology to Essex 
Heritage Trust 

The recent print of the issued index 
volume for Essex Archaeology & 
History, which covers volumes 31-40, 
was generously assisted by a grant 
from Essex Heritage Trust. I very 
much regret that failure to spot an 
obvious mistake at the proof reading 
stage resulted in an incorrect 
attribution to Essex Environment 
Trust, and I apologise unreservedly 
for this error. 

Essex Heritage Trust was estab­
lished in 1989 and has an office based 
at Cressing Temple. Over the last 25 
~ears i~ has raised an extremely 
impressive sum in excess of £lm to 
further its objectives. These are to 
encourage and assist the preservation 
of the county's rich and diverse 
heritage, and to make it accessible for 
the benefit and enjoyment of the 
people of Essex. It has made a wide 
range of grants towards the 
restoration of buildings and church 
contents, publications, works of art, 
and museum and art gallery 
acquisitions, as well as to the Essex 
Place-names Project. 

A visit to the website at 
www.essexheritagetrust.co.uk will 
show just how diverse and varied its 
contribution to the county's heritage 
?as been. It produces an attractively 
illustrated and informative news-letter 
showing where its grants have been 

3 



• 
THE ESSEX SOCIETY FOR ARCHAEOLOGY & HISTORY Autumn2014 

spent. Membership is £25 per annum 
and the Trust can be contacted at: 
Cressing Temple, 
Braintree, CM77 8PD or 
mail@essexheritagetrust.co.uk or 
01376 585794. 

Michael Leach 

Essex Industrial 
Archaeology Group 

The EIAG Committee presently 
meets twice a month with the main 
aim of arranging talks and visits of 
industrial interest for ESAH members 
generally, but of specific interest to 
members of the Group. 

In 20 14, we visited two sites of 
industrial interest: Upminster 
Windmill in April and Davy Down in 
August to see, among other things, 
the Victorian 14-arch railway viaduct 
and the 1920s water pumping station 
and filtration plant. The Essex 
Congress' Archaeology Symposium 
for 2014 also took place on the 25th 
October at Waltham Abbey Royal 
Gunpowder Mills, an archaeological 
site of fascinating and varied 
industrial and transport interest 
spanning over 300 years. 

Two extra events, with a focus on 
Essex's industrial past, were added to 
the ESAH 2014 programme: 

The first in October, was a visit to 
the British Postal Museum & Archive 
store in Loughton where we were 
given a guided tour of the various 
delivery vehicles used over the 
centuries and the development of post 
and telephone boxes. It was extremely 
interesting and well worth a visit, 
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even if you have been there before, as 
the display changes frequently. 

The second event was EIAG's first 
anniversary meeting and lecture in 
November, which was held at St 
Marks College, Audley End. 

Professor Marilyn Palmer spoke to 
us about the use of technology in 
Country Houses with particular 
reference to Audley End House. She 
also accompanied some of us around 
the House itself as we discovered for 
ourselves the features she had 
mentioned in her talk. 

Next year's ESAH programme 
includes visits of industrial interest to 
Beeleigh Mill, the Bata Reminiscence 
& Resource Centre, factory and 
company village at East Tilbury, and 
the Museum of Power near Maldon. 
There will also be a lecture on 
industrial archaeology at the 
anniversary meeting next November. 
More details of these events will be in 
the ESAH programme and also in the 
EIAG's own newsletters which 
include news on developments at 
various former industrial sites in the 
County. 

EIAG has affiliated to the 
Association for Industrial Arch­
aeology (AlA), affiliated societies of 
which meet annually on a regional 
basis. The Committee is continually 
looking at arranging events for 2015 
onwards and any suggestions of 
subjects for talks and visits would be 
welcome, to 
tcrosby.iah@outlook.com. 

Tony Crosby 



World War 11 Heritage 
Project 

In the last newsletter, information 
was given about the WWII Heritage 
Two Seas funded heritage project of 
which Essex County Council is a 
partner: www.worldwar2heritage.com 

I have now attended two further 
project events as the Society's invited 
representative, both held in Essex. 
These demonstrated the range of 
activity being carried out by various 
organisations to protect and promote 
the surviving WWII remains in the 
county. 

Trail Launch at 
Walton-on-the-Naze 

ECC has supported the survey of 
WWII remains across Essex by Fred 
Nash for many years and to date over 
2, 700 sites have been recorded and 
the information made accessible 
online via the Essex Historic Environ­
ment Record: 
http/ /unlockingessex.essexcc.gov .uk 

An objective of this project is the 
creation of a number of WWII trails 
and the provision of interpretation at 
some of the more important of these 
sites. 

Linking to the Walton Community 
Project, which promotes the historic 
sites of Walton-on-the-Naze, enabled 
the first of these trails to be launched 
on 2 May 2013 at the Naze Tower 
thereby furthering the aims of both 
organisations. 

The area of the Naze has a 
particularly fascinating history which 
includes evidence of much activity 
during WWII. Coastal defences there 
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included a number of pillboxes, one 
of unusual design, and two of which 
are now located on the beach as a 
result of coastal erosion. The Tower 
is an eighteenth century sea mark 
which was used as a convenient 
location for a radar installation and is 
now a cafe and information point. 
Anti-aircraft artillery and rocket sites 
were both located here to defend the 
country against enemy bombers and 
VI flying bombs. Particularly 
interesting, and little known outside 
the area, is the use of the Naze in 
1944 for some of the earliest 
experiments in England with guided 
weapons. Five information boards 
located on the trail explain individual 
sites and their wider context. The 
boards are supported by a leaflet and 
a website: 
www.walton-on-the-naze.com 

Bats, Badgers, Birds and Pillboxes 
A capacity building session on the 

theme ''Natural Environment and 
WWII Heritage" was hosted by ECC 
at Hadleigh in south-east Essex on 5 
November 2013. 

Four short presentations provided 
the focus for discussion by the 30 
delegates: 
a.Neil Catchpole: Project Officer 

with the Dedham Vale AONB and 
Stour Valley Project described the 
conversion of ten WWII pillboxes 
beside the River Stour for use by 
bats as winter hibernation sites. 
Sealing up the pillboxes and leaving 
only a special access for the bats 
has helped to increase the numbers 
using them while providing 
improved protection for the 
structures. 
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aNick MacFarlane: Shoebury 
Ranger for the Essex Wildlife Trust 
outlined the history of Gunners 
Park, Shoeburyness, and the 
important role that it played in the 
development of ordnance between 
1805 and 1998. Current 
management problems include the 
presence of dangerous material, 
graffiti, and vandalism of the sur­
viving historic structures. The Trust 
is trying to balance increased value 
of the site for wildlife and the 
protection of its cultural assets. 

aRobin Standring: Reserves 
Archaeologist Royal Society for the 
Protection of Birds (RSPB) 
provided an overview of the 
Society ' s management of over 200 
nature reserves nationwide. These 
contain some 200 designated 
heritage assets and over I 0,000 
other heritage sites, including many 
of military origin. The RSPB first 
employed an archaeologist in 2009 
with a job remit which includes 
understanding the historic resource 
and managing it accordingly. 

aAdrian Gascoyne: ECC Archaeol­
ogist who ensured the protection of 
a Heavy Anti-Aircraft Gun Site at 
Hadleigh Castle which was located 
within the area chosen for the 2012 
Olympic Mountain biking circuit. 
He explained how an Environ­
mental Impact Assessment (EIA) 
involving various technical working 
groups had been carried out prior to 
the Olympics. This provided the 
basis for mitigation measures during 
the course of construction of the 
circuit. The Olympic legacy will 
include improved management and 
interpretation for both the historic 
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and natural environments within a 
multi-function green space. The 
presentation was followed by a tour 
of the anti-aircraft gun site. 

Chelmer Valley Trail 
On 6 November partners and guests 

had a site tour which, unfortunately, I 
was unable to attend. This was led by 
Fred Nash and visited WWII anti­
invasion defences in the Chelmer 
Valley to the north of Chelmsford on 
the line of a proposed second trail. 

Fred Nash explains the Hadleigh Anti­
aircraft battery. 

He explained the background to the 
construction of these structures which 
are all on the General Headquarters 
Line, which was constructed as a 
main line of defence across the whole 
country as a counter to the anticipated 
German invasion. 

Project partners visit a pillbox near 
Hartford End. 



The capacity building session dem­
onstrated the considerable potential 
which exists for co-operation between 
natural environment and historic 
environment specialists to manage 
and better promote WWII sites. In 
particular, the Hadleigh visit 
highlighted the importance of prior 
assessment and integrated manage­
ment plans for obtaining the best 
results. 

Dave Buckley 

Help Needed with Oral 
History Project in 
Halstead 

The Halstead 21 51 Century Group has 
identified the 16 World War 11 air raid 
shelters in the town as a highly 
significant part of the town's, and the 
county's, heritage. The shelters, 15 of 
which are underground, were built by 
Courtaulds for their employees at the 
adjacent textile mill which was 
weaving silk for parachutes during the 
war. Not only are they campaigning 
for these shelters to be preserved, 
opened up to the public and 
interpreted, rather than have the land 
on which they are situated developed, 
but they are also about to embark on 
an oral history project to record the 
memories of former Courtauld 
employees from the town who used 
the shelters during the war. The 
Society would welcome more people 
to help with this project, especially 
people to undertake the oral history 
interviews. So if you or anyone you 
know has experience of oral history, 
or would be willing to undertake 
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training in oral history, and has a few 
hours to spare each month then do get 
in touch with the Group at 
info@halstead21 stcentury.org.uk 
Source: 
Essex Industrial Archaeology Group, 
EIAG Newsletter, Oct. 2014 

West Essex 
Archaeological Group 

This group holds monthly meetings 
in Woodford from September to June 
each year, and organises a training dig 
in the summer (recently at Copt Hall, 
Epping). 

Membership is open to anyone over 
the age of 12 and is £12 per annum 
for an adult. Contact 

Mrs H McClory, 
15 Buckingham Road, 
London E 18 2NH. 

Historic Mill's Future 
Secured Thanks to a 
£1.4 Million Grant 

One of London's handful of 
surviving windmills is to be saved, 
thanks to a grant of £1.4 million from 
the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF). 

The Upminster Windmill was built 
in 1803 and remained in use as a 
family-owned business grinding corn 
until the 1930s. The Grade 11* listed 
mill is only one of six surviving with 
sails in Greater London, and is one of 
the most complete examples of a 
smock mill remaining in the country. 
The name refers to the sloping sides 
of the structure that gives the building 
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the appearance of a countryman's 
smock. 

The building is currently on English 
Heritage's At Risk register and the 
HLF grant will enable Havering 
Council, which owns the site, 
working with Upminster Windmill 
Preservation Trust to restore the mill 
and bring the milling machinery back 
to full working order. 

Although situated in the midst of a 
built-up area, the five storey octagon­
al mill still sits in a one hectare open 
field setting. Archaeological research 
has identified 14 ancillary buildings 
that were associated with the mill 
during its more than 130 years of 
active life. As such, it gives a clear 
indication of the area's industrial 
heritage during the Georgian and 
Victorian eras. 

The restoration project will also 
create an education and training 
centre in a separate building that will 
allow public access for the first time 
to a wide range of historical 
documents. The centre will be able to 
host school visits, public workshops 
and training sessions in traditional 
skills associated with milling. CCTV 
installed in the mill will permit 
visitors who cannot access the upper 
floors of the structure to view the 
restored machinery in action. 

Volunteer researchers will record 
residents' memories of local history 
and the project will create two 
apprenticeships in tourism and visitor 
attraction skills. 

Landscaping work will also be 
carried out around the mill. 

At present the mill is only able to 
open at limited times for guided tours 
about 30 days a year. Once the work 
is complete, and the education and 
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training centre opens, visitor days are 
expected to increase fourfold. 

Sue Bowers, Head of Heritage 
Lottery Fund London, said: "This is a 
rare surviving example of a building 
that was at the heart of the local 
community from the early 1800s, a 
site of local industry providing 
employment and helping to feed the 
village of which it was a part. This 
project will create a working example 
from this bygone era while creating 
present day job and volunteering 
opportunities." 

Councillor Melvin Wallace, Cabinet 
Member for Culture and Community 
Engagement, said: "Upminster 
Windmill is one of the most 
significant heritage sites in the 
borough and this funding will go a 
long way, not only to restoring it to its 
former glory, but also in making it an 
invaluable educational hub. Thanks to 
the HLF, Upminster Windmill 
Preservation Trust, the Veolia North 
Thames Trust and the Architectural 
Heritage Fund, the mill will remain 
the jewel in the crown of Upminster 
for many years to come." 

Dennis Coombs, chairman of 
Upminster Windmill Preservation 
Trust, said: "We're really grateful to 
the HLF for making this award. 
Volunteers have been opening the 
mill to the public for almost half a 
century now, during which the fabric 
of the mill has continued to decay. 
This will now be reversed and we will 
see the mill working again. I'm also 
extremely thankful to the team of 
volunteers, whose dedication and 
skills have made the restoration 
project possible." 

Andrew Smith 



Colchester Castle 
Museum Reopened 

Colchester Castle Museum opened 
its doors to the public once again in 
May 2014, following a major refit. 
With emphasis on the "most 
important Romano British collection 
outside London", it tells the story of 
the town from the Iron Age through to 
the establishment of a museum on the 
site. 

Gone is the warren of false walls. 
On entering the museum visitors now 
see the internal structure of the castle 
open up before them. The castle itself 
is very much part of the story of the 
town. 

The introductory area shows a map 
of the major sites which have 
contributed to the history, arch­
aeology and understanding of the 
town. Then there is the first of 
numerous beautifully lit cases 
containing artefacts, well presented 
with adequate and clear supporting 
text. This acknowledges the formation 
of the museum, the substantial 
collection of George Joslin (a 
Victorian ironmonger), the merging 
of the Essex Archaeological Society's 
collection in 1926, through to the 
work of professional archaeologists 
nowadays. 

A case on the ground floor is used 
to show different aspects of the 
museum's collection. To one side, on 
the first floor, is a cabinet showing an 
array of items taken out of storage, 
acknowledging the whole collection 
to be one of great significance and 
noting that it is impossible to display 
everything. 
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Returning to the viewing, in the 
corner of the ground floor is a seating 
area with large screen computer 
graphics showing aerial views of the 
castle through the ages - from its 
early days to the present where, after 
Wheeley had partly demolished the 
building for materials in the 1690s, 
the roofless structure remained until 
1935 when it was covered to create 
more space for the museum. 

At reception, we were advised to 
take the stairs or lift to the first floor. 
This is a large horseshoe shaped area 
telling the story of Colchester from its 
beginnings through to the end of the 
Roman period. It begins with a partly 
reconstructed circular Iron Age round 
house, the remainder being depicted 
by different shaded carpet to give the 
overall size and impression of the 
building. Well-known artefacts have 
been given a gentle makeover. The 
tombstone of Longinus Sdapeze 
alongside the memorial to Marcus 
Favonius Facilis adorn one side. The 
lighting picks out the inscriptions. 
Visitors are invited to touch smaller 
replicas coloured to show how these 
finds may have originally looked. 
Opposite are imitation Roman shields 
visitors can try on for size, with 
opportunities here and elsewhere to 
dress up. 

The Lexden burial mound finds are 
another highlight of the gallery floor. 
These have a museum reference 
number containing 200 1, which made 
me wonder whether these are newly 
displayed acquisitions. Mention 
should be made here that many items 
on display are new, new in the sense 
that they are recent discoveries, but 
the story of Colchester is not 
necessarily confined to items found 
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from within the borough and some are 
from elsewhere in Essex, discovered 
and acquired by the museum over its 
very long history. 

The notable discovery of a Roman 
Circus over the past decade just 
outside Colchester's walled town 
provides the perfect opportunity in 
one corner of the gallery, for family 
members both young and old, to try 
their hand at the excitement of chariot 
racing. Those in pursuit of the more 
serious activity of looking at coin 
hoards and pots can smile and walk 
on by to view the iconic Colchester 
Sphinx, one of the museum's earliest 
acquisitions discovered in 1821 when 
the local hospital was built. 

From the balcony onto the large but 
equally interesting stone wall, are 
projected huge graphics of the arrival 
of the Romans, the building of the 
Temple of Claudius on the very site 
of the Castle, and its subsequent 
destruction by Boudicca in 60AD. 
This sets the scene for the area which 
explains the burnt layer in the 
archaeology of the town when it was 
razed to the ground. We see the 
construction of the castle, its use as a 
prison, scenes of the siege, of Charles 
Gray acquiring the site as a pleasure 
garden before its creation as a 
museum. 

We viewed the chapel, set out with 
chairs as a meeting space, before 
descending to the ground floor. Here, 
mediaeval history is depicted with 
references to St Botolph's Priory and 
St John's Priory, then of trade. Then 
there is an area devoted to the siege of 
Colchester of 1648 with a film shown 
in an adjacent room. It would be easy 
to miss the portion devoted to modem 
Colchester which has seating and 
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space to select interviews depicting 
town, family and military-service life. 

Then it was back to the shop. Alas, 
there is no guide book as yet, though I 
believe audio tours will become 
available to enhance the experience of 
visitors. There is little in the shop 
specific to the castle museum other 
than boxes of fudge or chocolate. It is 
early days. 

When exhibits are aligned to the 
history of the castle itself there have 
inevitably been sacrifices. The timber 
framed structure of a house pulled 
down in the 1940s has gone (a 
welcome omission), but there is also 
no mention of John Wilbye, the 
musician. There is little emphasis on 
the bay and say trade. Some have 
suggested that the museum has fewer 
artefacts on display than it had 
previously. I doubt that this is the 
case. What the visitor sees beyond 
the glass display cases, very cleverly, 
are the internal walls of the castle. 
This creates a spaciousness not 
hitherto seen. And, of course, the 
castle is part of the story of 
Colchester. It is an exhibit in itself. 

Changing Times 

Founded in 1860, the then Essex 
Archaeological Society was instru­
mental in the setting up of a museum 
at Colchester Castle. In the first half 
century of the museum's existence, 
the Society contributed substantial 
sums towards the curator's salary. 
Eric Rudsdale wrote in the 1940s that: 
"The institution grew from the time, 
when the Society supplied much of 
the stimulus and much of the money 
to keep it going ... [but] gradually 
declined with changing times. It was 



a sad break with a long tradition when 
the Society's annual meetings ceased 
to be held in the Castle, so closely 
associated with its beginnings". 

Many members of the Society, 
Victorian gentlemen it has to be said, 
donated items for display. These 
items had a county focus, and the 
museum was once known as the 
Colchester and Essex Museum. 

There are points where the 
Society's relationship with the 
museum declined. In 1974, member­
ship of the committee which stretched 
back as far as 1859 became a eo­
option of the museum committee of 
the newly extended Colchester 
Borough Council. Then, in 1986, the 
Colchester Borough Council decided 
to end these eo-options and the Essex 
Society for Archaeology and 
History's enthusiasm and influence 
was relegated, "a tear'', as it was 
written at the time. 

In 1926, an agreement was reached 
between the Colchester Town Council 
and the Society regarding the library 
and the artefacts. It united the 
collections of the corporation and the 
Society. It would be fascinating to 
trace their existence in storage. Our 
library found its home in the adjacent 
Hollytrees Museum in 1929 and 
remained there until 2000 when want 
of space determined a move to the 
University of Essex. Until 2013, the 
Society had its secretary and 
librarian's office at Hollytrees. We 
still have a storeroom for our stock of 
books and archives. 

Our archives reveal appeals for 
items of interest to be given by 
members to the museum. Annual 
Museum Reports, particularly after 
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the appointment of M R (Rex) Hull in 
1926 as the museum's curator, make 
many references to the Essex 
Archaeological Society. Here are 
some examples: 

In the year ending 31 March 1927, 
the contents of a Harlow Rubbish Pit 
(5320.26-5328.26) "have already 
been fully described in Mr A G 
Wright in Essex Arch. Soc. Trans. 
Vol. XXIII p.222 but are described 
here again chiefly to publish the 
sectional drawings. The pit was found 
in opening a sand pit on the west side 
of the Roman road at Harlow, 
between the Railway Station [now 
Harlow Mill Station] and the bridge 
over the River Stort. One previously 
cleared on the opposite side of the 
road produced nothing, but the 
excavation was not supervised. The 
pit was cleared by Mr Miller Christy, 
Mr J L Glasscock, and Mr C F 
Hamilton". 

In 1928, "In the Holly Trees 
meadow the Essex Archaeological 
Society have carried out excavations 
under the direction of Mr P G Laver, 
and have revealed the sally-port 
discovered by Duncan and described 
in the first volume of their 
Transactions (Old Series)". 

Also, "A large area west of the 
Roman town now covered by 
Sheepen Farm and traversed (in part) 
by Water Lane, now called Sheepen 
Lane or Road [Colchester], has long 
been known to be full of remains of 
the early first century. . .. An article 
on the remains recovered from the 
gravel pit will, it is hoped, appear 
shortly in the Trans. of the Essex 
Archaeological Society". 

11 
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Finally for 1928, "A remarkable 
find of jewellery, 5580-5584.27, 
illustrated PI XXI, was made by Mr E 
J Rudsdale, and reported by him in 
the Trans. of the Essex Arch. Soc. 
Vol. XIX., pt. 1, p.58. The articles 
appear to have been buried in a 
wooden box in an earlier rubbish pit 
on the area at Lexden which produces 
so much evidence of the Early Iron 
Age town [Colchester]". 

In the report for the year ended 31 
March 1929: "By far the most 
outstanding find of the year, however, 
was the tombstone of the Roman 
cavalryman, Longinus, of the first Ala 
of Thracians. This magnificent piece 
of Romano-British sculpture has been 
repaired and set up in the Romano­
British Room at the Castle Museum. 
A full report on it has been published 
in the Transactions of the Essex 
Archaeological Society, volume XIX, 
page 117." 

In the New Arcade, Colchester, 
"The most important fmd [in Smith's 
Yard] was one of the minor streets of 
the Roman town, and the remains of 
houses on the S. side of it. According 
to Dr [Mortimer] Wheeler's 
hypothetical plan (An Insula of 
Roman Colchester, EAS Trans. Vol. 
XVI), a street might be expected in 
this part, running parallel to the main 
street of the town". 

Finally, on excavations at Crouched 
Friars, also in Colchester: "It is not 
safe to put forward any theories about 
these bones, but they probably have 
nothing to do with the monastery. 
Skeletons are frequently found in this 
area: a large number were found 
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during sewerage excavations in 1913 
(EAS Trans. XII. 257 and XIII 107)". 

Digitisation of publications will 
yield more references. 

The 1960 report makes interesting 
reading. This was a joint publication 
by the Society and the corporation 
celebrating the museum's centenary 
and reproduced the late Eric 
Rudsdale's (1910-1951) history of the 
museum for the Essex Review in 
1947. 

Rudsdale joined the Colchester 
Castle Museum staff at the age of 
eighteen having spent many days as a 
teenager making sketches of the 
artefacts and assisting, where he 
could, with archaeological work such 
as the Lexden burial mound. (His 
archaeological diaries are in the Essex 
Record Office.) The illustrations 
were produced "from past numbers of 
the museum reports. They have been 
selected to show, so far as they 
permit, something of the sections in 
which the museum is particularly 
strong, and to give some idea of the 
archaeological material which has 
been saved by this museum, without 
which anyone attempting to study the 
archaeology of Essex would be in sad 
plight. The Roman period has been 
practically disregarded, it has been 
published recently exceptionally fully 
['Roman Colchester' by M R Hull 
(1958)]. The Bronze and Iron Ages 
have not been published recently, so 
we have concentrated on these." 

Andrew Smith 



Pliny Rediscovered 

It was as they downsized to relocate 
the storeroom books at Hollytrees, 
that members of the Society discover­
ed under a large number of indexes to 
Transactions, Philemon Holland's 
seventeenth century translation of 
'The Natural Historie of C Plinius 
Secundus'. 

Dave Andrews, who was present 
when the discovery was made, 
recognised it as the well-known 
translation Shakespeare is known to 
have referred to, though his would 
have been the 160 1 edition and this 
one was published in 1634. On the 
other hand, the bookworm has had a 
feast of natural history. The page 
containing the words "Of wormes that 
breed in wood" is the most devoured. 
The copy will be accessioned shortly 
to our library, after appropriate 
treatment. 

The book was originally published 
by Pliny the elder c77-79AD and is 
one of the largest single works to 
have survived from the Roman 
Empire. The inside cover has an 
Essex Archaeological Society book­
plate printed 'The Gift of Philip G 
Laver, F.S.A.' and it was probably 
acquired from his collection when he 
died in 1941. 

Pliny demonstrates knowledge of 
the sun, moon and stars and their 
astronomical impact on the world: 
''twice in the yeare making the night 
equall with the day, to wit, in the 
Spring and Autumne . . . to lengthen 
the day from the ... mid-winter, in the 
eighth degree of Capricome: and 
againe to lengthen the night from the 
Sommer Sunsted, being in many 
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degrees of Cancer". A word with 
which we are familiar, acre, has 
exactly the same meaning: "was as 
much as might be eared up or 
ploughed in one day with a yoke of 
Oxen". In observing the changing 
seasons, and in particular the summer 
solstice which "falleth out alwaies (in 
Italy) to be just upon the 24 day of 
June ... the husbandman no sooner 
seeth . . . to make hast to gather and 
inne the fruits of the yeare". 

In the eighth book, Pliny declares: 
"Of land-beasts ... the Elephant is the 
greatest ... for they understand the 
language of the country wherein they 
are bred ... they remember what they 
have been taught ... " 

Dogs are "the most faithfull and 
trustie companions of all others to a 
man ... A sure and soveraigne remedy 
for them that are bitten with a mad 
dog . . . the root of a wild rose .... 
Columella writeth, that when a 
whelpe is just fortie daies old, if his 
tail be bitten off at the nethermost 
joint ... neither will the taile grow any 
more, nor the dog fall ever to be 
mad". 

The second tome is a medical 
encyclopaedia. "For the biting of a 
mad dog take the ashes of a dog's 
head burnt, and apply it to the fore, it 
will save the Patient from that 
symptom of being afraid of water; 
which is incident to such as so be 
bitten". Rabies was clearly known to 
Pliny. 

The nature of the cuckoo, classified 
as a hawk, is discussed: "These lay 
alwaies in other birds' neasts, and 
most of all in the Stock-doves, 
commonly one egge and no more .... 
The Titling therefore that sitteth, 
being thus deceived, hatcheth the 
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egge & bringeth up the chick of 
another bird". 

We should not be surprised to see 
accounts of bees and honey, of grapes 
and wine, of olives and oil, and salt. 
"They will not go from their hive 
about their busines about 60 paces: & 
if it chance, that within the precinct of 
these limits they finde not flores 
sufficient: out goe their spies, whom 
they send forth to discover forage 
farther off'. "More plenty of hony is 
gathered in the full of the Moone". 

In the fourteenth book of the first 
tome much is written about grape 
vines, wine production and drinking. 
"In sum, that this may be truly said of 
wine, hat being taken soberly and in 
measure, nothing is more profitable to 
the strength of the body; but 
contrariwise, there is not a thing more 
dangerous and pernicious, than the 
immoderate drinking thereof." 

Andrew Smith 

Morant Lecture 2014: 
Serfdom in England 

This well-attended lecture based on 
his detailed studies of mediaeval 
manorial records, was given by Prof 
Mark Bailey on 14 March. There was 
never a legal definition of serfdom, 
though it bonded individuals to their 
lord or their lord's land, and imposed 
considerable restrictions on their time, 
their actions and their freedom of 
movement. Its precise form varied 
across Europe. In England it was 
never legally abolished but dwindled 
rapidly from the latter part of the 
fourteenth century; in Russia it was 
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not ended until the mid-nineteenth 
century. 
In England, common law supported 
by the authority of courts (and 
ultimately by the king) developed 
between the 1160s and the 1220s. 
Villeins however were excluded from 
access to common law, and their only 
redress was through the manorial 
courts which were controlled by their 
(hardly impartial) lords. 

Villeins were subject to numerous 
restrictions, and could be taxed at will 
by their lords, as well as required to 
provide free labour - both casual and 
on a weekly basis - on the lord's land. 
Though rent in cash or produce was 
demanded, the principle obligation 
was free labour. The rights of tenure, 
as well as the obligations of 
villeinage, were inherited through the 
male line - illegitimate children were 
born free, as their paternity could not 
be proved. 

Unlike the lands of freeman, villein 
tenanted land was often not split 
(though it was permitted in south-east 
England). There were other marked 
regional variations; the lord's weekly 
demand for free labour was 
significantly higher in south and 
southeast England, while East Anglia 
had the lowest incidence of serfdom 
in the country. 

The villein's obligations varied 
significantly even within a locality, 
being determined by custom rather 
than statute, and the traditional fines 
of heriot, merchet, tallage, chevage 
and bastardy were not necessarily 
levied. 

The Black Death of 1348-9, which 
probably killed 50% of the popul­
ation, marked the beginning of the 
collapse of serfdom, though it was not 



the only event which had a major 
impact on society in the first part of 
the fourteenth century. The Black 
Death was preceded by a series of 
severe famines between 1315 and 
1322, perhaps caused by reduction in 
sunlight due to a major volcanic 
event, as well as fatal cattle epidemics 
which may have killed up to 45% of 
livestock. The economic result of 
these events, combined with the 
Black Death, was a marked shortage 
oflabour, triggering a rise in wages in 
spite of government attempts to 
enforce wage restraint by legislation. 

Initially the lords tried to override 
local custom, and to enforce all the 
traditional demands, but the loss of 
much of their tied labour obliged 
them to rent out land that they were 
unable to cultivate to villeins who had 
profitted from wage inflation. The 
Peasants' Revolt of 1381 was driven 
by a much wider range of objectives 
than the abolition of serfdom, and was 
largely limited to those areas which 
had the lowest incidence of serfdom. 
The poll tax appears to have been the 
prime trigger, and the murder of 
government officials the immediate 
result. 

The long-term economic cons­
equences of these changes were 
considerable. The resented system of 
villeinage had been inefficient, and its 
collapse led to a marked increase in 
agricultural productivity. This, in 
turn, aided the growth of towns whose 
occupants had no land and were 
unable to produce their own food. The 
second consequence was the creation 
of a liberated workforce which could 
turn its energy to generating wealth 
from other forms of trade and 
production. 
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Serfdom was already in terminal 
decline before the Peasants' Revolt 
and had effectively died out by 1500. 
Villein tenure was replaced by 
copyhold tenure which inherited some 
of its features, such as the heriot and 
entry fines collected by the lord of the 
manor, but without - of course - the 
labour obligations. In due course, the 
liberated labour market and the 
increased efficiency of agricultural 
production provided the right 
conditions, not present anywhere else 
in Europe at that time, for the 
Industrial Revolution to take place. 

Michael Leach 

Morant Histories 
Restored to Library 

The Revd. Philip Morant's History 
of Colchester (1748) and History of 
Essex, in two volumes (1768) are the 
first published histories of the 
County. The Essex Society for 
Archaeology and History acknow­
ledges the work of this local historian 
every year with a Morant Lecture in 
the spring and Morant Lunch in the 
autumn. Several copies of the work 
have come into the possession of the 
Society over the years. One of the 
most interesting is a copy recently 
repaired by a bookbinder - thanks to 
Stan Newens - and accessioned to our 
library is one owned by a former 
member, Isaac Chalkley Gould. It is 
the original edition complete with 
plates which have not been interfered 
in any way with zealous librarian's 
stamps to prevent the theft of the 
same. 
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In the front cover are two 
handwritten notes which display the 
provenance of these two volumes. 

"I desire that my friend Horace 
Wilmer, may select any books, 
china, or furniture, to the value 
of twenty pounds as a free gift 
in memory of one who appreciated 
his never-failing kindness. 
The 2 vol original edition of 
Morants Hist. Essex (worth about 
12 to 14 guineas) may form part 
of the above ifHorace Wilmer 
has not the work already & 
cares to possess it. 
I C Gould" 
"My dear old friend died Oct 11 -
1907" 

"Aug 1930 
The 2 vols ofMorant's History of 
Essex were given to me by my old 
friend Horace Wilmer, FSA 
HWLewer 
Priors, Loughton, Essex" 
"[The volumes came into the 
possession of the Essex 
Archaeological Society in 1944] 
The gift of H W Lewer, Esqr, FSA. 
Hon Treasurer. 
Dec 1944" 

Prior to restoration, the books were in 
a sorry state with cover boards 
detached. Our deputy librarian took 
the volumes to an antiques valuation 
evening held in aid of Friends of St 
Laurence Church, Blackmore, where 
auctioneers Boningtons of Loughton 
gave them an estimated value of £800 
to £1000 but advised against 
replacement of the original boards 
which would 'kill the value'. The 
library committee and council took 
the view that books are to be read 
rather than valued monetarily so 
decided on a sensitive repair. The 
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books will be accessioned to our 
special collection and form some of 
the treasures of our Society. 

Andrew Smith 

Anecdotes of British 
Topography 

This work, compiled by Richard 
Gough (1735-1809), was published in 
1768. Gough was one ofthe foremost 
antiquaries of the eighteenth century. 
Though he did not go on the Grand 
Tour, he travelled extensively 
throughout the British Isles collecting 
material. He is perhaps best known 
for his new translation of Camden's 
Britannia (1789) to which he added a 
considerable amount of additional 
material. He corresponded exten­
sively with fellow antiquaries, was a 
member of the Royal Society, a 
regular anonymous contributor to the 
Gentleman's Magazine, and a 
supporter and editor of several county 
histories. Though Gough had. no 
particular connections with Essex, his 
main residence was nearby in Enfield, 
and he had certainly travelled in the 
county, taking a particular interest in 
Pleshey about which he published a 
historical account in 1803. 

Anecdotes of British Topography 
was his first major publication in 
1768 (with a second extended edition 
in 1780). His introduction gave an 
overview of the development of 
topographical histories which also 
included maps, prints of important 
buildings, meteorology and natural 
history. A useful index was included, 
though it was limited to personal 
names. His section on Camden's 
Britannia provides considerable detail 
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about the numerous editions, and their 
various merits or defects. Similar 
details were provided for many of the 
other publications he described. He 
was openly critical of some of the 
topographical works that had been 
published, too frequently flawed by 
'incorrect pedigrees, futile etymolo­
gies, verbose disquisitions, crowds of 
epitaphs, lists of landholders and such 
farrago, thrown together without 
method, unanimated by reflections, 
and delivered in the most uncouth and 
horrid style.' The outcome of his 
veiled criticism of Philip Morant's 
History of Essex has been fully 
explored by Ray Powell in EAH. 
Gough had adversely commented on 
Morant's omission of monumental 
inscriptions, and his implied failure to 
use, or to acknowledge, certain 
historical sources. In general, Gough 
noted that many county topographical 
histories had been partly or 
completely compiled but never 
completed, and he wryly observed 
that antiquarian studies seemed 
destined to result in the premature 
death of their authors! He regretted 
that Sir Simonds D'Ewes had wasted 
time attacking Camden's Britannia, 
time which (in his view) would have 
been much better spent in preparing 
his Norfolk, Suffolk and Essex 
collections for publication. Some of 
D'Ewes' East Anglian material can be 
found amongst the Harleian MSS in 
the British Museum, but Gough was 
not able to discover the whereabouts 
of his three volumes on Essex. In the 
twentieth century, Watson was able to 
identify only one undated D'Ewes 
item specific to the county - liber 
manuscriptus de Valore Decanatuum 
et a/iorum in Comitatu Essex - and 
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came to the conclusion that Gough 
had probably been confused by the 
similarity of Sir Simonds D'Ewes' 
first name with that of one of his 
contemporaries, the herald Richard 
Symonds, whose three volumes of 
Essex material are still to be found in 
the College of Arms library. 

Gough's section on the early 
historiography of Essex, starting with 
Strangman and ending with Morant, 
formed the basis of every subsequent 
account. Gough's work is still 
impressive and perhaps underused. 
He gave full publication details of 
books (including dates of subsequent 
editions), and attempted to trace the 
whereabouts of lost manuscript 
histories, such as John Norden's 
Essex Discribed of 1594 (finally 
tracked down and published by the 
Camden Society in 1840). Where he 
was successful in tracing a 
manuscript, he usually provided the 
library catalogue references. One such 
MS in the Essex section was the 
printer's draft for the first part of Rev 
William Holman's unpublished 
History of Essex. Gough usually 
provided a critical assessment of 
works that he had seen - both 
published ones and those in 
manuscript. Of Salmon's incomplete 
History of Essex, for example, he 
noted that, 'though being thought by 
many too contracted and superficial', 
nevertheless 'such as it is, I wish he 
had lived to fmish it.' He was clearly 
impressed by Salmon's work and it 
may have been Gough's comment 
that it was 'the best yet extant' that 
upset Philip Morant (most of whose 
History of Essex was already in print). 
In addition to histories in print and 
manuscript, he cited articles relevant 
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to the county published in the 
Philosophical Transactions of the 
Royal Society, as well as engravings, 
maps and pamphlets. His interests 
extended to natural history (a seven 
foot eel caught at Maldon) and 
meteorological phenomena, such as 
the sighting of the aurora borealis at 
Upminster. He even noted (with some 
scepticism) an account of a monstrous 
snake that had appeared on Lexden 
Heath (though in this case he does not 
provide the reference). 

Gough's style in Anecdotes is clear 
and vigorous. His engagement with 
the broader aspects of topographical 
studies and his insistence on the 
importance of seeing a place first 
hand will appeal to the modem 
historian, as will his defence against 
Morant's criticism for his inclusion of 
'fabulous' stories. 'Accounts of 
Witchcraft are inserted' he wrote ' ... 
because it is part of the curiosity of 
this age to hunt after such monuments 
of the credulity of the last.' There is a 
strong sense of curiosity running 
through the whole work, including an 
interest in bricks and the history of 
brickmaking. He was clearly familiar 
with the use of bricks in several Essex 
buildings, and was aware of the 
standard sizes of Roman bricks and 
the re-use of this material in later 
centuries. His comments on St 
Botolph's priory at Colchester were 
carefully observed, 'a close inspection 
will show it to be composed entirely 
of Roman bricks, cut or broken into 
small pieces, so that it would be 
difficult to find one of its original 
dimensions, whereas there are several 
remaining intire in the castle and in 
the walls of other churches in the 
same town.' Other Essex brick 
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buildings that he must have examined 
include Layer Mamey tower, 
Ingatestone church, the bridge at 
Pleshey Castle, Rochford Hall and the 
ruins of the Roman town at Great 
Chesterford. 

In contrast to the numerous 
engravings of classical ruins, he 
lamented the scant regard paid to 
Gothic architecture, and identified the 
need to understand its different styles 
and periods. 'Had the remains of 
ancient buildings been more attended 
to' he noted 'we should have had 
before now a system of Gothic 
architecture in its various reras: we 
should have had all its parts reduced 
to rules: their variations and their 
dates fixed together.' A footnote 
indicates that 'Mr Muntz' had 
commenced such a work in four 
volumes, but had abandoned it for 
lack of support. This was Johann 
Heinrich Miintz (1727-98), a painter 
and engraver of Swiss origin, who 
worked from 1758 to 1762 for Horace 
Walpole at Strawberry Hill, before 
being dismissed by him for having an 
amorous affair with one of his 
servants. Gough, too, clearly had 
second thoughts about Muntz's 
capabilities as, in a handwritten 
addition to his own copy of 
Anecdotes, he noted that Muntz 'was 
totally incapable of executing this 
work, nor knew what Gothic 
architecture was, but by living four 
years with Mr Walpole and drawing 
some antiquities for him.' This may 
be an over-severe judgement, as 
Muntz is known to have made some 
accurate architectural drawings of 
doorways at St Alban's Abbey and 
perhaps other studies that have been 
lost. However, his project received no 



encouragement and Muntz, having 
lost Walpole's patronage, left 
England for good in 1763. 

It was to be nearly another 60 
years before the development of 
Gothic architecture was seriously 
studied by the architect, Thomas 
Rickman (1776-1841) in his Attempt 
to discriminate the Styles of 
Architecture in England published in 
1817. The book contained extremely 
accurate drawings of Gothic detailing 
by Rickman, and it was he who 
devised the names of the various 
periods of Gothic architecture that are 
still in use today. 

Michael Leach 
Sources: 
Colvin, H, 2008, A Biographical 
Dictionary of British Architects, 
1600-1840, Yale UP 
Gough, R, 1768, Anecdotes of British 
Topography, London 
Powell, W R, 1989, 'Antiquaries in 
dispute: Philip Morant versus Richard 
Gough' in EAH, third series, vol. xx 
Sweet, RH, 2004 'Richard Gough 
(1735-1809)' in ODNB 
Watson, A G, 1966, The Library of 
Sir Simonds D 'Ewes, British Museum 

The Medicinal Spring at 
South Weald 

The Essex section of Thomas 
Cox's Magna Britannia, dating from 
about 1716, notes 'Here are some 
Springs of a Medicinal Nature, as 
those of Upminster and Burntwood­
W eal.' Though Morant does not 
mention the spring in his description 
of South Weald near Brentwood in 
his History, there is a passing 
reference to it under Upminster - 'In 
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North Upminster is a mineral Water 
impregnated with alkaline salts, of the 
same nature as that at Brentwood. It is 
good to correct acidities, and in 
vomitings, reachings, and too copious 
haemorrhoidal fluxes.' 

Early twentieth century analysis 
confirmed the presence of salts of 
magnesium, calcium and sodium in 
both but, though those at South W eald 
were termed by some as chalybeate 
(i.e. rich in iron), this element was 
absent. Other Essex mineral waters 
are known to have been exploited 
commercially in the eighteenth and 
nineteenth century, but those at South 
W eald had achieved more than a local 
reputation a century or more earlier. 
In 1697, Sir John Bramston of 
Skreens, Roxwell, was taking a 
variety of remedies for oedema and 
bullous eruptions, including 'Lime 
Weald water and asses' milk. Two 
years later, falling ill in his 89th year 
with an itchy and scaly skin eruption, 
he took a combination of 'Gascon's 
powders and Weald water.' On both 
occasions he appears tQ have used 
South W eald water on his own 
initiative, though he had previously 
received advice from several different 
doctors and apothecaries who might 
have advocated this treatment, 
including the London physician, Sir 
Thomas Millington. On other 
occasions he had taken water sent 
over from a spring at Northall in 
Hertfordshire, which had been much 
favoured by Charles II, so there must 
already have been a system in place 
for marketing and transporting 
mineral waters. 

South Weald's waters had come to 
the attention of Dr Benjamin Alien 
(1663-1738), a noted Braintree 
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physician and naturalist, and probably 
personal physician to the Earl of 
Manchester of Leez Priory to whom 
his book, The Natural History of 
Chalybeate and Purging Waters, is 
dedicated. He was a close friend and 
the family physician of both John Ray 
and Samuel Dale. His book provided 
details of the composition and the 
clinical uses of Essex waters. From a 
twenty-first century perspective it is 
difficult to understand his 
suppositions and conclusions, but he 
and his analyst, Edward Carter of 
Scarborough, were nothing if not 
thorough. A large number of now 
obscure reagents were used to test 
South Weald's water; these included 
syrup of violets, deliquium of salt of 
tartar, gall, tincture of logwood, syrup 
of clover, Hungarian vitriol, solution 
of sublimate, lignum nephriticum and 
sal satumi, The results of these tests 
were noted (for example 'a dusky 
Gold colour near that of Malaga sack 
with Lignum Nephriticum'). The 
crystalline structure of the salts 
precipitated after evaporation was 
examined, and the keeping properties 
of the water (not more than four days 
for South Weald's water) were 
established. Of more interest, perhaps, 
is that Dr Alien clearly had had 
extensive clinical experience of the 
properties of water from this 
particular source. He made careful 
notes on its adverse effects on some 
patients ('Leprous Cases' for 
example) and its benefits in others 
(particularly the 'Hypochondriacal 
Cases'). 

Modem medicine would approve 
of his insistence in taking the 
individual patient's constitution into 
account before recommending 
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treatment. He described the striking 
(but, to the modem mind, scarcely 
credible) side-effects from these 
waters when one of his female 
patients experienced 'Violent 
Flushings of the Body and Face, and 
an Obstruction of the Catamenia' (i.e. 
menstruation). Though it seems much 
more likely that this patient was 
suffering from menopausal flushes, 
rather than side effects from spring 
water, Dr Alien must be commended 
for being alert to possible adverse 
reactions from his treatments, 
particularly in an age when the 
treatment was sometimes worse than 
the illness. 

One can conclude that South 
Weald's waters were known and used 
extensively, at least by this physician 
in the late seventeenth century. As it 
had poor keeping properties (not more 
than four days, according to the 
analysis), there must have been some 
means of providing a regular supply 
between its source and Braintree -
unless his patients were lodged in 
Brentwood during their treatment. 
The other Essex waters described by 
Dr Alien came from Colchester, 
Felsted, Marks Hall, Upminster and 
Woodham Ferrers, and there is a 
passing reference to 'water in a Field 
adjoining to the Right Honourable the 
Earl of Manchester at Leez in Essex'. 
The last was not analysed, but 
perhaps included out of deference to 
his patron. 

By the late eighteenth century, the 
South W eald spring was protected by 
a brick structure which was still intact 
though neglected when Miller Christy 
visited in 1907. He noted that the 
water was dirty and that the 'taste 
resembled the flattest ditch water' -



hardly an enthusiastic endorsement! It 
was marked as a 'well' on the first 
edition 6" OS map (close to the site of 
the icehouse ), but its position near the 
top of a slope at GR TQ 566942 is 
now inside the deer enclosure of the 
country park, and is inaccessible for 
close scrutiny. 

Michael Leach 
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Lord Petre's Mortuary 
Chapel at Thorndon 

This is now in the hands of the 
Historic Chapels Trust after years of 
decline, and destructive raids by 
vandals. A generous grant from 
English Heritage has funded some 
emergency repairs to make it safe; 
these include the removal of the spire 
which topped the belfry tower, and 
repairs to parts of the roof and the 
gable end coping stones. Much 
remains to be done, including re­
tiling, restoration of part of the 
boarded roof internally, stabilisation 
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of the belfry and rebuilding the spire. 
The stone is a soft ragstone, which 
has weathered very badly in places. 
There is a lower decorative band 
running round the entire building, 
now largely destroyed by erosion, 
though some exquisitely delicate 
details remain on the north side. The 
upper decorative band, immediately 
under the eaves, has survived much 
better, and appears to contain sections 
of the Latin funeral mass. 

This remarkable building was 
designed by William Wilkinson 
Wardell (1823-99) for the 12th Lord 
Petre in 1854. A friend of Pugin and 
Cardinal Newman (the latter 
persuaded him to convert to the 
Catholic faith), Wardell completed 
some 30 Catholic churches in London 
and southeast England before being 
obliged in 1858 to emigrate to 
Australia for the sake of his health. 
The Thorndon chapel is his only 
known work in Essex. Though the 
surviving building is surrounded by at 
least an acre of graveyard, the Petre 
family themselves were interred in a 
vault beneath the chapel, accessed by 
a coffin lift from the nave. The 
interior of the chapel has an angel 
hammer beam roof, each set of wings 
in a slightly different position giving 
a sense of movement like a time-lapse 
photograph. The boarded underside of 
the roof is gilded and painted from 
eaves to apex, with a further set of 
angels high up on the collar beams. 
Unfortunately, the elaborately carved 
altar and the Stations of the Cross 
have been badly vandalised and much 
of the stained glass smashed. The 
decorative tiled floor and the central 
coffin lift are intact, and the 
dismantled spire is stored in the 
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vestry pending the funds needed to 
rebuild it. Even in its damaged 
condition it is a very striking building, 
and it is excellent to know that it is in 
the hands of the Historic Chapels 
Trust. 

By a historical anomaly the chapel 
is the final resting place of James, the 
first Earl of Derwentwater who was 
executed in 1716 for his part in 
supporting James Stuart's attempt to 
unthrone George I. After the earl was 
beheaded, the corpse was taken to the 
house of a London surgeon where it 
was embalmed before being conveyed 
to Dagenham Park near Romford. 
Three days later, its long journey to 
Dilston in Northumberland was 
associated with an apparently 
miraculous display of the aurora 
borealis. On arrival at the ancestral 
home, it was interred in the family 
chapel where it remained until the 
estate was sold in 1874, and six 
Derwentwater coffins were removed 
from the vault. In spite of strong local 
resistance to the removal of their 
'sainted Lord', the Petre family 
obtained permission to bring the first 
earl's remains to Essex. Due to 
concerns about the possibility of 
violent opposition by the parishioners 
of Dilston, this had to be done 
clandestinely at night. When the lead 
coffin arrived at Thorndon Hall, it 
was placed in a timber shell covered 
in crimson velvet. On 16 February it 
was deposited with due ceremony in 
the vault of this mortuary chapel 
where it still rests. 

Before his execution, the earl had 
left instructions that his heart was to 
be sent to a convent in Paris. Prior to 
the embalming of the body, the heart 
had been removed by a London 
22 

surgeon. Four months later he was 
surprised to note that, in spite of 
having made no attempts to preserve 
it, the organ was 'miraculously 
uncorrupted... more entire than with 
any art I could have used.' Encased in 
lead, it survived the French 
Revolution, hidden in the convent 
church wall, and was transferred to a 
new building when the old one was 
demolished in 1860. During the 1871 
uprising, however, the convent was 
plundered and the casket containing 
the heart was removed. Its present 
whereabouts are unknown. 

Michael Leach 
Source: 
Bowden C H ( ed), 1897 The Life and 
Death of James, Earl of 
Derwentwater 1689-1716, Catholic 
Truth Society 
Evinson, D, 2004 'William Wilkinson 
Wardell1823-99' in ODNB 
Information from the Historic 
Chapels Trust 

Saved by a Timber 
Framed House 

Soon after the Restoration in 1660, 
Sir John Bramston (1611-1700) of 
Skreens, Roxwell, a Royalist to the 
core, became involved in an 
acrimonious and long-running 
conflict with Henry Mildmay (1619-
1692) of Graces, Little Baddow. 

There were several reasons for this 
antipathy. Mildmay represented 
Maldon in parliament and doubtless 
expected to be able to protect his 
family's influence in the town. On the 
Restoration, his cousin (Sir Henry of 
Wanstead) was expelled from the post 
of high steward on the grounds that he 



was a 'technical regicide' and Sir 
John was appointed in his place, 
holding this office until1688. 

Their mutual antipathy was re­
ignited in the Quarter Sessions in 
Michaelmas 1671. A case brought by 
the county sought to determine 
whether the lord of the manor, Lord 
Fitzwalter (Mildmay's brother-in­
law) was responsible for the repair of 
Chelmsford's bridge. Before the case 
opened, Sir John realised that, though 
the jury were gentlemen, 'they yet 
were younge, huntsmen and comrades 
of the Lord Fitzwalter'. He attempted 
to have the case transferred to the 
Assizes in order that it could be heard 
'before equall and more indifferent 
judges.' While he was trying to 
arrange this, the jury was sworn in, 
the case proceeded and it was 
concluded that Fitzwalter was not 
responsible for the repairs. This 
resulted in an angry exchange 
between Sir John and Henry Mildmay 
who had been acting for his brother­
in-law. Mildmay insulted the 
principal witness for the county, Dr 
Michaelson, rector of Chelmsford, by 
ignoring his proper title and referring 
to him as 'one Michelson.' Sir John, 
who had befriended and financially 
supported Michaelson after the 
sequestration of his living during the 
Civil War, was enraged and retaliated 
by calling Mildmay 'an apocriphall 
collonell'. 

In his diary Sir John revealed more 
of the background to his antipathy. He 
noted that Mildmay had been 'bred 
under Holbech, scolemaster of 
Felstead, whoe scarce bred any man 
that was loyall to his prince. From his 
mother's woombe, and his master's 
tuition, he sucked in such principles 

Registered Charity No.213218 

of disloyaltie and rebellion, and 
proved so good a proficient, that he 
became collonel of horse and 
Governor of Cambridge Castle; 
whither the Dr Michelson was 
brought a prisoner, and very hardly 
used by him; the remembrance 
whereof was revived in me by his 
slighting the poore man, and netled 
me soe I could not brooke his 
insultinge of the poore doctor in the 
face of the countrie.' 

Later that day, when the justices 
were at dinner together, Lord 
Fitzwalter ('haveinge treated his jurie 
liberally' for deciding the case in his 
favour) sought out Sir John and took 
him to one side. The other justices 
acted protectively, sensing that 
Fitzwalter had come to deliver a 
challenge from his brother-in-law, but 
his lordship merely threatened Sir 
John by stating that 'the collonel 
would take his satisfaction another 
way.' In due course he did this by 
telling the Earl of Oxford (then 
lieutenant of the county) that certain 
Essex justices were not sound 
Protestants. On being pressed, as 
doubtless he wished to be, he named 
Sir John. 

Not long after, further fuel was 
added to the disagreement. Sir John's 
brother, Moundeford Bramston, a 
justice in Romford, was investigating 
an alleged rape by a soldier from the 
Earl of Oxford's troop which was 
quartered in the town. The officers 
refused to surrender the trooper for 
questioning, claiming that he was 
subject to martial, and not to civil, 
law, and there was a dispute with the 
constable who was sent to arrest him. 
Sir John then went with his brother to 
Chelmsford to protest to the Earl of 
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Oxford and - judging by the diary 
account - there was a robust 
confrontation. The earl complained to 
the king, but the lord chancellor, the 
Earl of Clarendon, upheld the 
justices' right to jurisdiction over the 
soldier in the alleged rape. 

The Earl of Oxford, primed with 
Mildmay's claim, informed the king 
that not only was Sir John not a true 
Protestant, but that he was a closet 
papist as well. Such an accusation - if 
proven - would not only have exclu­
ded him from all public offices, but 
also could have been potentially 
treasonable. Sir John acted resolutely 
and went to London to confront the 
Earl of Oxford at his town house. He 
was received by the earl and was 
reassured that he had nothing to 
worry about. Unconvinced, Sir John 
tried but failed to persuade the earl to 
arrange an audience for him with the 
king. He then conferred with friends 
at court, and was assisted by the Duke 
of York in delivering a written 
petition to the king, and in obtaining a 
hearing before the Privy Council to 
plead his innocence. 

On 3 May 1672, Mildmay was 
ordered by the Privy Council to 
provide a reply. This took the form of 
a counter petition which contained an 
account of a visit to Sir John's house 
by a papal emissary and Francis, the 
'pretended' Archbishop of Canter­
bury. He reported that oaths had been 
made, and payments received by Sir 
John and his brother, Moundeford, 
but did not name his informant. Five 
days later, he produced a signed and 
witnessed affidavit from Ferdinando 
de Macedo, a native of Portugal, who 
claimed that he had been present at 
this covert meeting on 22 May 1663. 
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It appears that the king himself 
questioned Macedo in French at a 
Privy Council meeting; perhaps the 
fact that his queen, Catherine of 
Braganza, was Portuguese was a 
reason for his particular interest. The 
Privy Council must have decided that 
Macedo was an unreliable witness as 
on May 17 a pardon was granted to 
him 'for all offences, particularly 
forgeries and petjuries ... on condition 
of his declaring all he knows about 
the said accusation, and the author 
and contriver of it ... and confesses 
himself suborned in the matter of Sir 
John Bramston.' 

It is clear from the Bramston MSS 
that Sir John had been busy collecting 
information on Macedo's character. 
This revealed that Macedo had 
persuaded the Archbishop of 
Canterbury and the Bishop of 
Winchester to provide him with a 
generous allowance to enable him to 
go to Oxford University. His four 
months at Christchurch had ended in 
his expulsion by the dean, after 
complaints that he 'gamd & feasted & 
spent his money riotously ... that he 
pulled out a knife to stab one.' 
Significantly, Macedo retaliated by 
accusing the Bishop of Winchester of 
being a papist. He had attempted to 
smear others with the same allegation, 
and duped several into providing him 
with money and accommodation. He 
had also picked up a young lady on 
the road, taken her to London on his 
horse, treated her to two half pints of 
sack in a Southwark tavern and then 
'did much opportune her to lay with 
him.' 

Macedo's wife provided further 
telling evidence: 'After about a week 
or two days after Macedo was in 



Councill, Mildmay bid Macedo's wife 
lett her house and take another, where 
shee would live very privately, and 
bee would have Macedo to weare a 
periwigg that soo he might not be 
knownd and when bee goes out to 
carry his face downeward and bee 
will give a summ of money to 
Macedo and bee promise they shall 
never want because her husband did 
his businesse bravely in Councill.' 

Most of the relevant Bramston 
MSS are undated, making it difficult 
to sequence the exact order of events 
and, apart from Macedo's pardon, the 
Calendar of State Papers Domestic 
has nothing to add. It would appear 
that the case came before the Privy 
Council towards the end of May 1672 
in the presence of the king, the 
attorney general, Sir Heneage Finch, 
Lord Keeper Bridgman and others. 
Macedo was questioned closely and 
part of his testimony was undermined 
by his claim that Sir John's Essex 
house was built of brick and stone. Sir 
John noted that 'the impudence of the 
man amassed me strangely, and all 
that knew me and my house. The 
Lord Keeper asked me what my 
house was built of. I told him tymber; 
that besides the underpinning, 
chimnies and walls about the garden, 
there was not any brick about my 
house, and not any stone but the 
kitchin and hall floors.' Sir John was 
also able to show that neither he nor 
his brothers could have been at 
Skreens on the day in May 1663 when 
they were alleged to have received the 
papal emissaries. Macedo then 
recalled that he had quoted the date 
'Roman not English style' but Sir 
John was still able to show that both 
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he and his brothers were in London 
on the amended date. 

Finally Macedo was forced to 
confess that his entire statement had 
been fabricated under Mildmay's 
coercion, and Sir John was fully 
exonerated in an official notice in the 
London Gazette in June 1672. 'His 
Majesty is pleased to declare his very 
good opinion of Sir John Bramston 
and his brothers and that he regarded 
the proceedings of Mr Mildmay as a 
malitious contrivance against them 
who appear altogether innocent of the 
charges brought against them.' 
Mildmay was stripped of his office of 
justice of the peace and, though Sir 
John considered legal redress against 
him, wiser counsel prevailed. Too 
much would have depended on the 
evidence of Macedo, a witness of 
highly dubious veracity. 

It would be an exaggeration to 
claim that Sir John was saved by the 
fact that his Essex home was timber­
framed as there was plenty of other 
evidence to discredit Macedo's 
statement. But it must be a little 
unusual for the fabric of one's house 
to be used as part of the evidence to 
undermine the testimony of a hostile 
witness. 

Michael Leach 
Sources: 
Bramston MSS: ERO D/DEb 33/1-39 
Braybrooke, Lord P ( ed), 1845 The 
Autobiography of Sir John Bramston, 
Camden Society 
Calendar of State Papers Domestic, 
Charles 11, 17 May 1672 
Henning, B D ( ed), 1983 History of 
Parliament: House of Commons 
1660-1690, Boydell & Brewer 
London Gazette 20-24 June 1672, no: 
688 (copy amongst Bramston MSS) 
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Parthenon Marble 
Found in Essex 

It is well known that Lord Elgin, as 
British ambassador to the Ottoman 
Empire in Athens, controversially 
acquired about half the surviving 
fragments of the Parthenon sculptures 
between 1801 and 1805. These were 
shipped back to Britain at intervals, 
one consignment going down in a 
shipwreck in shallow water off the 
island of Cerigo (now Kithira, just 
NW of Crete) in June 1802. Though 
all the crates containing these marbles 
were apparently recovered by sponge 
divers, they remained on the island 
until the autumn of 1804 when Lord 
Nelson (who must have had more 
pressing matters on his mind) ordered 
HMS Madras to collect them and 
transport them to Malta, for onwards 
conveyance to London. Elgin's 
collection was purchased by 
Parliament in 1816 and presented to 
the British Museum. 

What is less well known is that 
other artefacts from the Parthenon 
were dispersed both before and after 
Lord Elgin's substantial acquisitions, 
and that sculptural fragments -
presumably obtained by other 
collectors - can now be found in a 
number of museums across Europe. 
The story of how a piece of the 
Parthenon frieze found its way into 
the garden of Colne Park, garden is 
obscure. The architect James Stuart 
(1713-88) had picked up a piece of 
inscribed stone in Athens, the text of 
which was published in Archaeologia 
in 1771. The slab was subsequently 
lost, but part of it was found in 1902 
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in an Essex rockery. The incomplete 
Greek text was copied and sent by an 
Essex clergyman to Dr Murray of the 
British Museum. Murray recognised 
it as the text which had been 
published in Archaeologia and further 
investigation of the rockery produced 
the rest of the slab, as well as a 
fragment of the Parthenon frieze 
which had not been recorded in 
Elgin's drawings. It consisted of the 
head of a horse ridden by an Athenian 
youth, and that of the attendant groom 
and it fitted perfectly into a damaged 
section of Elgin's marbles in the 
British Museum. It was illustrated in 
the RIBA Journal in 1902. 
It seems reasonable to assume that 
Stuart, while in Athens, picked up 
other sculptural fragments including 
this piece from the Parthenon. Either 
sold in his lifetime, or dispersed after 
his death, the two pieces may have 
reached the Essex garden rockery via 
the collections of Thomas Astle 
(1735-1803), Philip Morant's son-in­
law. Thomas Astle did not live in 
Essex and it may have been his son 
(who later owned Colne Park) who 
failed to appreciate the significance of 
the pieces and consigned them to his 
rockery. 

Michael Leach 
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An Ongar Conventicle 
in the 1590s 

The following case was brought to 
the Arch deaconry Court of Essex on 9 
September 1616: 

'We, the churchwarden and side­
men of Shelley, have presented 
Elizabeth Ramsie, the wife of John 
Ramsie, and Richard Palmer, 
sometime servant to the said John, to 
be suspected by common fame and 
report, to have committed adulterie; 
and nowe are enjoined by the 117 
cannon to explaine the said 
presentment, doe now againe, having 
heard further of the offensive 
behaviour of the said Elizabeth in 
former tyme; as namely when she was 
first marryed, she using to goe to 
conventicles in the night at Chipinge 
Ongar, her husband beinge at that 
tyme fast asleepe, she was ordinarilye 
brought home by one yonge man or 
other, and had then been presented by 
the churchwarden, but that our 
minister diswaded him; this is to be 
proved yf neede be; since which tyme 
she bath sundrye tymes ridd abroade; 
sometyme with one man and 
sometyme with another, and have 
been knowen to lie in chamber with 
some that bath ridd forth with her, 
neither coulde she denye it, being 
urged in the matter: and especially 
with one Andrew Warmsley of 
Chipinge Ongar, who was one, when 
she was a mayde, that woulde have 
marryed her, and when she was newly 
marryed was her servant; at which 
tyme it was observed by many she 
was more kinde to hym then to her 
husband; as indeed she bath been to 
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all her men servants from tyme to 
tyme, which bath been offensive to 
many and muche talke bath bene of it, 
and she bath bene reproved of it by 
our minister: upon which circum­
stances we doe by there presents 
confirm our former presentment, in 
these words following: That is- We 
doe present upon a common fame and 
report, Elizabeth Ramsie and Richard 
Palmer some tyme servant to John 
Ramsie, and now servant to 
Christopher Wilkin of Highe Ongar, 
to have committed adulterie.' This 
rather breathless deposition raises a 
number of interesting points. 

Firstly there are a few fragments of 
additional information from other 
sources about some of those named in 
this citation. Andrew Warmsley, a 
labourer of Shelley, appeared at the 
Quarter Sessions in 1622 for not 
scouring the 22 rods of his ditch 
which abutted the highway and was 
probably the same Andrew Warmsley 
who was married in Chipping Ongar 
church in September 1597. St 
Martin's had also seen the marriage 
of John Ramsey and Elizabeth Burton 
four years earlier. In spite of the 
variations in spelling, these are almost 
certainly the individuals who were 
named in the Archdeaconry court 
deposition. 

Secondly it was entirely normal at 
this time for moral offences to appear 
before church courts, and adultery 
was seen as a particularly serious as it 
threatened the sanctity of the family, 
as well as the principles of property 
inheritance. However court action 
was often seen as a last resort after 
local mediation had failed, and in this 
case it is clear that the rector of 
Shelley had intervened previously and 
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successfully blocked a move to bring 
the parties to court ('our minister 
diswaded him', in other words he had 
dissuaded the churchwarden respons­
ible for referring the case to court). 
However the rector's attempts to 
make the offenders alter their ways 
had clearly failed to produce the 
intended result and the village rumour 
mill was now in full spate ('muche 
talke bath bene of it'). The point had 
been reached where more had to be 
done. 

Thirdly, and much more sur­
prisingly, is the reference to nocturnal 
conventicles in Ongar at the end of 
the sixteenth century, soon after 
Elizabeth Ramsey's marriage. These 
were secret meetings of disaffected 
puritans gathered in a private house to 
discuss religious matters, to read the 
Bible and to pray, and were made 
illegal in 1593. Such activities were 
strongly disapproved of by both 
church and civil authorities and 
resulted in the periodic prosecution, 
and the imposition of fines or 
imprisonment of the participants. It is 
particularly interesting to fmd such a 
conventicle in Ongar at this time, as 
the rector, Rev. Hugh lnce, had strong 
puritan credentials, and was described 
as a 'sufficient and diligent preacher'. 

As far as I am aware there are no 
other references to such puritan 
meetings in the town at that time. It is 
no coincidence that the self-righteous 
churchwarden of Shelley strengthened 
his case by linking Elizabeth's 
suspicious nocturnal activities ('her 
husband beinge at that tyme fast 
asleepe') with what would have been 
seen as the very suspicious behaviour 
of an unaccompanied married woman 
attending a conventicle after dark. 
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Nothing more is known of the 
outcome of this case, or of the 
individuals involved, but they give a 
glimpse of an age that is both very 
different and surprisingly similar to 
our own. 

Michael Leach 
Sources: 
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Precedents and Proceedings in 
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the Courts of the Diocese of London, 
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Ozonia Hotel, Canvey 
Island 

One of the delights of John 
Betjeman's quirky 1973 documentary 
on Metroland was a glimpse into the 
house that Emest George Trobridge 
(1884-1942) had built for his father­
in-law, and later occupied himself. It 
was a mix of Arts and Crafts and 
'cottage picturesque', an idiosyncratic 
and asymmetrical composition of 
thatch, exposed beams and 'Tudor' 
brick chimneys. He left a strong 
imprint on the domestic architecture 
of the NW London suburbs. He also 
established the Compressed Green 
Wood Construction Company to 
pioneer prefabricated buildings in 
elm, a project (only grudgingly 
backed by the Ministry of Health, and 
eventually forced into bankruptcy) 
intended to assist with the housing 
shortage following World War I. The 
timber was shaped when green, and 



then reworked later to compensate for 
the natural tendency of elm to warp 
on seasoning. All his architectural 
work was domestic, and usually 
employed a rich mix of materials, 
asymmetrical forms and eclectic 
architectural styles. All were well 
built and idiosyncratic, and would 
now be deemed as 'highly desirable' 
in estate agents' brochures. 

His only Essex work appears to be 
the 1936 Ozonia Hotel on Canvey 
Island, named presumably after the 
trivalent oxygen (ozone) which was 
believed to give sea air its beneficial 
qualities. Contemporary photographs 
show a rather bizarre three story 
building with cat-slide roofs in thatch, 
and a curved end which was clad in 
waney-edged weatherboarding. The 
development (of which he appears to 
have been proprietor) provided shops 
at ground level and, true to 
Trobridge's socialist principles, 
inexpensive self-contained holiday 
accommodation above. The internal 
decorations were unusual and were 
the creation of an out-of-work artist. 
There was a mural of penguins as a 
backdrop to the ice cream parlour and 
elsewhere a ghostly scene of terrified 
figures fleeing from some unknown 
horror - a curious choice for a holiday 
home! The building lingered on after 
the Second World War in local 
authority ownership, though by then 
its thatch had been replaced with a 
more utilitarian roof covering. It 
survived the 1953 floods but was 
demolished in the early 1960s. 

Michael Leach 
Source: Society for Protection of 
Ancient Buildings Magazine, Spring 
2013 
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Scrap Metal Dealers 
Act 2013 

This became law in February and 
offers hope for the first time that the 
spate of lead thefts from church roofs 
may abate from the epidemic 
proportions of recent years. In the 
early 2000s these averaged 20 a year, 
but by in the last three years of that 
decade totalled more than 14,000, 
costing churches about £32M in 
replacement costs. In December 2012 
six men were imprisoned for lead 
thefts from 20 churches in the 
Midlands. Now scrap metal dealers 
must be nationally registered, and 
must demand identification from 
potential sellers of scrap. Cash 
transactions are not permitted. 
Doubtless some villains will fmd a 
way round this, but it should make the 
disposal of stolen lead significantly 
more difficult. 
However we cannot remain 
complacent about the continuing 
threat to historic churches and their 
contents. It was reported in August 
that two panels had been hacked from 
a C15 rood screen in Holy Trinity 
church at Torbryan, Devon- and a 
third badly damaged in an 
unsuccessful attempt to remove it. 
This theft is particularly poignant as 
these saints had escaped the 
mutilation to which such images were 
almost invariably subjected in the 
C 16 and C 17. In case anyone should 
be offered a painted medieval panel, 
the missing saints are St Victor of 
Marseilles and St Margaret of 
Antioch. 

Michael Leach 
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Source: Ancient Monuments Society 
Newsletter Summer 2013 

Parboiled Shrews 

The lg Nobel prizes are awarded 
every year by The Annals of 
Improbable Research to identify the 
best study, in a range of fields, 
designed 'to make people laugh, and 
then to make them think'. The 2013 
award in medicine went to scientists 
who showed a much improved 
survival rate in post heart transplant 
mice who had exposure to the music 
of Mozart and V erdi during the 
recovery from the operation. Those 
who listened to the new age singer 
Enya did less well, though better than 
the group who had no music at all. In 
archaeology the award was won by a 
group of researchers who ate 
parboiled shrews, and then examined 
their faeces to determine which, if 
any, bones survived transit through 
the human gut. This was certainly a 
surprising (and possibly unenviable!) 
investigation, but one of obvious 
relevance to the interpretation of the 
small mammal bone fragments found 
on archaeological sites. 

Michael Leach 
Source: British Medical Journal21 
September 2013 

Chalara Fraxinea- Ash 
Die back 

This disease - ultimately fatal to ash 
trees - is already widespread in Essex. 
Younger trees succumb within a few 
years, with saplings and newly 
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coppiced trees being most vulnerable, 
particularly if already infected with 
honey fungus or other parasitical 
infections. Older trees take longer to 
die and there have been reports from 
Somerset suggesting that some might 
be able to overcome the infection. 
Felling and burning affected trees is 
not effective as the pathogen is an 
asexual fungus which lives in the leaf 
litter and produces vast numbers of 
windbome spores. There is no known 
treatment and it is impossible to 
eradicate the disease once it is 
established in woodland. As the ash 
tree is widespread throughout Essex 
(and the third most common 
woodland species in the UK. after oak 
and silver birch), the long term effect 
on our landscape is likely to be very 
significant. 

Michael Leach 
Source: Essex Wildlife Winter 2013 

Book Reviews 

Discovering Coggeshall, Timber 
framed buildings in the town centre. 
By David Stenning with Richard 
Shackle. Published by John Lewis of 
Coggeshall 2013 
ISBN 978-0-9539165-1-1 
Fully illustrated in colour. 

133pp 
£7 

Discovering Coggeshall2, The 1575 
rental survey and the dated buildings. 
By David Andrews. Published by 
John Lewis ofCoggeshall2013 
ISBN 978-0-9539165-2-8 230pp 
Fully illustrated in colour. £15 

I was delighted to be asked to 
review the new books about 
Coggeshall since I was involved in 



their conception in the late 1960s, 
being driven round Coggeshall in 
Cecil Hewett's green Arrnstrong 
Siddeley Sapphire with my late 
husband and many children. 

At the time, Cecil Hewett was 
evolving his sequence of timber joints 
by which he could date buildings 
which has since been authenticated by 
dendrochronology and he would draw 
his exploded views of the timber 
frames at home the following evening 
unaided by CAD. I wish I had kept 
his scribbles on pub napkins which 
were works of art! 

After his stroke and incapacity the 
work was taken up by the team 
involved in the present publications 
and supported by the staff at Essex 
County Council. The present 
volumes represent a never-to-be­
repeated catalogue of Coggeshall 
buildings based partly on the analysis 
of the structures which Cecil 
pioneered, (Vol.l) and on the 
detailed descriptions from a rental 
survey of 1575.(Vol. 2) 

Coggeshall has long been the 
subject of studies such as that of GR 
Beaumont in 1890 and the work of 
Eileen Power in the 1920's because 
there is such a rich source of material 
in the buildings, in particular, 
Paycocke's and the brasses and wills 
of the Paycocke family in the early 
sixteenth century. The present study 
amplifies these by examining each 
building one by one and providing a 
'walk-round' itinerary with a spiral 
binding so that one can carry it round 
open at one page at a time. 

Each page is a stupendous labour of 
scholarship, diligence and love by all 
the team but it would be invidious to 
omit mention of Dave Stenning's 
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contribution of realisations; of the 
scene and the goodbye of the last 
illustration of a man waving from the 
upstairs window. 

No collection of Essex memorabilia 
will be complete without these 
beautifully produced volumes which 
represent the high point of local 
government involvement in recording 
and conservation of historic buildings 
and townscapes. Present cutbacks 
mean such studies might not be 
repeated for other towns for years to 
come but Coggeshall is lucky to have 
such a team of learned and artistic 
talents devoted to the production of 
these incomparable studies and it is 
unlikely that such a collection of 
expertise could ever be assembled 
again. They are a monumental work 
of first importance and the culmin­
ation of the lifetimes' experience by 
all the authors. 

Helen Gibson 

Colchester Memories 
By Patrick Denny. (Amberley, 2014) 
ISBN 978-1-4456-1854 96pp 
Many illustrations, no index. £14.99 

This is a sequel to Patrick Denny's 
Colchester Voices and is a selection 
from interviews collected by the 
Colchester Recalled Oral History 
Group since the 1980s. Forty five 
men and women recall memories of 
life in Colchester during the first half 
of the 1900s. The topics cover home 
and family life, schooldays, 
occupation and trade, wartime, horses 
and trams, people, leisure and events. 

The stories are an engaging mixture 
of the personal and public, and are 
greatly enlivened by the many 
photographs carefully chosen to 

31 



THE ESSEX SOCIETY FOR ARCHAEOLOGY & HISTORY Autumn2014 

support the story as told. For instance, 
Margaret Golby, born in 1901, tells a 
brave story of refusing to accept a 
piecework task at Hollingtons' 
clothing factory and walking out. She 
returned the next day and decided to 
start the work and was then told she 
would be paid "a few coppers more". 
The story is accompanied by a 
photograph clearly showing the 
cramped working conditions endured 
by the women who worked there. 

Later, in the wartime chapter, 
Hollingtons appears again in a 
photograph as a ruined building 
looming over Stanwell Street after a 
bombing raid reduced it to a burnt-out 
shell. 

Readers who know Colchester well 
will enjoy remembering the old days 
and the old street scenes. 

Andrew Smith 
Hon. Deputy Librarian 

Essex Seen From 
Elsewhere 

1. The Ancient Monuments Society 
reports that the Friends of Friendless 
Churches are providing a grant for a 
new piece of sculpture to be placed 
behind the altar of St George's church 
at Great Bromley, partly in 
recognition of the assiduous 
fundraising achieved in the parish for 
the repair to this large medieval 
building. The sculptor is Antonia 
Hockton who has work in the 
cathedrals at Lincoln and Poitiers. 

2. The Heritage Lottery Fund has 
provided a grant for £100,000 
towards plans to augment the income 
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of the recently restored fifteenth 
century Finchingfield Guildhall. 

3 .. Boydell have recently published 
Barking Abbey and Medieval Literary 
Culture edited by Jennifer Brown and 
Donna Alfano Bussell. This abbey 
had one of the largest medieval 
libraries, particularly noted for its 
twelfth century hagiographies. More 
details will be found on 
www.boydellandbrewer.com. 

4. Birch church, disused for 23 
years, may be nearer finding a new 
use as a house. Proposals involve the 
demolition of the south aisle, but the 
retention of the rest of this very large 
building; this could be a price worth 
paying for the retention of the 
majority of this dramatic church 
which is still surrounded by a 
corrugated iron carapace, now 
breached in several places. 

Michael Leach 
Source: Ancient Monuments Society 
Newsletter Autumn 2013 & 
Winter/Spring 20 14 

For the latest news and information 
about the Essex Society for 
Archaeology and History 
go to our blog, 
www.esah160.blogspot.co.uk 
follow us on Twitter, @ESAH160 



MEMBERSHIP - Subscriptions due on January 181 each year 
Single Member - £20 
Family Membership - £22 
Student- £9 
Associate Member - £9 
Institutions- £25 

NAMES AND ADDRESSES 
Secretary 
Mr John Hayward 
26 Mountview Crescent 
StLawrence 
Southminster CMO 7NT 
johnzhayward@yahoo.co.uk 

Membership Secretary 
Tracy Hunter 
19, Jackdaw Drive 
Colchester 
Essex C03 8WD 
Telephone 
01206 331192 (home) 
07814 457197(mobile) 
esahmembership@gmail.com 

Librarian 
Dr Jane Pearson 
DrJanePearson@hotmail 
.corn 

Enquiries about delayed or missing publications and about the supply of recent back 
numbers should be addressed to the Secretary. 

APPEAL FOR THE PUBLICATION AND RESEARCH FUND (PRF) 

This fund replaced the Publications Development Fund in 2004. It supports the publication 
of articles in each Volume of Essex Archaeology and History as well as Occasional Papers. 

Donations are placed into an INALIENABLE account, which cannot be spent. It is the 
Interest thereon which is distributed by awards granted by our COUNCIL. As at December 

2012 the projected value of the fund (including interest) stands at £53,341 
Donations payable to: The Essex Society for Archaeology and History 
By: Cash/Cheques; Gift Aid Schemes; "In Memoriam" Donations; Bequests by Wills 
Donations of acceptable books 
Please address enquiries to: Bill Abbott, 13 Sovereign Crescent, Lexden Road, Colchester 
C03 3UZ. 
Tel. 01206 369948 ore-mail bill.abbott@btintemet.com 

DATA PROTECTION ACT 

In order to run the Society it is necessary to keep paper and electronic records of members' 
names and addresses. It is the Society's policy to keep members' names, addresses, 
telephone numbers and subscription status only. This information is disclosed to no one, 
inside or outside the Society, other than those officers and members of Council who need it 
in order to run the organisation. 
Members do have the right to refuse to allow any information about them to be stored on 
computer, and they should let me know if this is their wish. However, we hope that this note 
will reassure members that the very limited information held about them is secure and will 
not be used for any purpose other than the efficient running of the Society. Anyone 
requiring further details can contact me, or the Newsletter Editor. 

John Hayward 



ESSEX BRANCH HISTORICAL SOCIETY PROGRAMME 

Saturday lOth January Dr Carey Fleiner, Senior Lecturer in Classical and Medieval 
History, University of Winchester: A Boy and his Mum: the Story ofNero and 
Agrippina. 

Saturday 7th February Professor Helen King, Professor of Classical Studies, Open 
University: Sex Change in the Renaissance. 

Saturday 71h March Dr. David Rundle, Lecturer in History and Co-Director of Centre 
for Bibliographical History, University of Essex: What the Italian Renaissance owed to 
Britain. 

Saturday nth April Anne Byme, Associate Tutor, History Dept. Birkbeck College, 
University of London: The Death of Louis XV. 

Monday nth May Dr. Paul Rusiecki, historian of201h Century Essex: 
A joint HNEssex Record Office event held AT ESSEX RECORD OFFICE to launch 
his new book Under Fire: Essex and the Second World War, inc. book signing by 
author, tea and cake, and his talk on Dark Days and Dark Thoughts: Morale in Wartime 
Essex 1940-1 

Talks on Saturdays, 2.30pm, Trinity Methodist Church, Rainsford Road, Chelmsford, 
CMl 2XB (except 11 May) Free parking at the Church or in the County Council car­
park opposite. Visitors and prospective members warmly welcomed, £2 donation 
requested. 

For further information: email essexhal@btinternet.com or phone 07914 910612 
www .history.org.uk and essexbranchha.blogspot.com 

Further details of all events and availability are available from the Excursions Secretary, 
Mr Graham Gould, 16 Osbome Road, Leyton, ElO 5QW (0208 556 1423). All events to 
be booked via the Excursion Secretary at least 1 0 days prior to the event. Please enclose 
a stamped addressed envelope for each event, for maps and other instructions if you do 
not want these by email. Cheques should be made payable to the Essex Society for 
Archaeology and History. If there are any transport issues in attending these events, 
please contact the Programme Secretary. 

The visits on the Society's programme are open to members and associate members 
only. The Society can accept no liability for loss or injury sustained by members 
attending any of its programmed events. Members are asked to take care when 
visiting old buildings or sites and to alert others to any obvious risks. Please 
respect the privacy of those who invite us into their homes. 


