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Bv an Order in Council, dated Osborne House, 13th 
Ecc.lesia J- August, r 895, the parish of Wimbish, with Thundcrley, 

ucal b has een transferred from the rural deanery of D unmow, 
Boundaries .. 

111 the archdeaconry of Essex, to the rural deanery of 
Sampford, in the archdeaconry of Colchester. As the diocese of 
Saint Albans was created and taken wholly out of the diocese of 

· Rochester suL ;equent to the passing of 37 and 38 Vict., c. 63, no 
statutory schedule of the rural deaneries in the three archdeaconries 
of this diocese exists. A schedule of these is now added to this 
scheme "to the intent that so far as lega lly may be the said Schedule 
may be and be held to be the Statutory Schedule of rural deaneries 
in the s::tid three archdeaco;u·ies con templated by the provisions of 
the thirdly hereinbefore mentioned Act. " This Order was directed 
to take effect immediately upon publication. It was published in 
The L ondo1t Gazette for August 23rd, 1895 (pp. 4,7 80-4,796). 
Comp::tring the new schedule with last year's St. Albans Diocesmt 
Calendar, in addition to the change of Wimbish, in the archdeaconry 
of Colchester we find Stanway and Lexden All Sa ints transferred 

A 
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from C.Jggeshall to Colchester ru ra l J ea ne;y, anJ Salcot from 
Hatfield Peverel to Mersea. In the archdeaco nry of E ssex, Littl t' 
Burstead is transferred from Ingatestone to Barotaule, a ml Wid ford 
from Ingatestone to Chelmsford, while the very large rural deanery 
of Barking South has been divided into South Barking and West 
Barking, the latter comprisi ng the old ecclesiasti cal parish of Wes t 
Ham. The new deaneries are as under : 

SouTH BARKING. 

I. Barking (with Saint Paul). 6. H am, E ast (with Saint John). 
?.. Aldborough Hatch, Saint 7· Forest Gate, All Saints. 

Peter. 8. Upton P ark, Sa int Stephen. 

3· Barking Side, Trinity. 9· Il ford, Little. 

4· Ilford, Great (with Saint IO. Woolwich , North, Saint John 
C l cm en t ). th e E van gelist. 

5· Ilford, Great, Saint Mary's 
Hospital. 

W EST BARKI NG. 

r. \Vest Ham . 
2 . Barking Ro:1d, H oly Trinity. 
3· Canning T ow n, 'Saint Gabri el. 
4· Forest Gate. 
5· Forest Gate, Saint James. 
6 . Forest Gate, Saint Mark. 

9· Pla istow, Saint Andrew. 
ro. P laistow, Saint Mary. 
I r. Stratford, Saint J ohn . 
r 2 . Stratford Marsh, (C hrist 

Church ). 
I 3· Stratford N ew Town, Saint Paul. 

7. Forest Gate, Saint Saviour. 14· U pton Cross, Saint P eter. 
8. Ham, West, Saint Thomas. rs . Victoria Docks, Saint Luke. 

r6. Victoria Docks, Saint Mark. 

O N November gth, the following gentlemen were elected 
M ayors. 

as mayors of our seven Essex boroughs : C!telmsford, 
Alderman F REDERIC CHANCELLOR (re-elected, for the third time); 
Colchester, Alderman JA~ !ES ·wrcKs; .l.larwidz, Counci llor \Vn .LIAM 
J oHN NALBOROUGH; .llfa!don, Councillor LEONARD BENTALL (for 
the second time) ; Saffron TT!r.la'en, Councillor JoHN GrLLJ NG; 
So~tt!zend-on-Sea, Counci ll or ALFRED PREVOST; TVest .lfam, Alder­
man \Vr LLIAM CRow. On December 2nd, Mr. ~IENRY M TNTER was 
e lec ted D epu ty-Mayor of Brightlingsea. Portra its of the mayors o f . 
Colches ter, Chelmsford, Maldo n, an d H arwich appeared in T!te 
E ssex Standard for November r6th. 
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P arliamentary The number of Parktmentary electors in each E'sex 
Elect orate. Division on the new register for r896 is as follows : 

Dl-lliSi£l11 . 

\Valtham~tow 

Romfo rd 
Epping 
SJ. ffron Walden 
Harwich 
Maldon 
Chelmsford . .. 
South Eastern 

r S,Sz6 
22,203 

9,83 T 

3,395 
r r,629 
ro, 109 
9,S6s 

1 3,637 

Increase /)urease 
Oil rSgs. ou rSgs. 

r ,o 77 
1,4 25 

s s 
25 

333 
68 

91 

7 

The total number of Parliamentary electors for the cour·t; is 
104,995, an increase of 3,020. In addition to these there are also 
IJ , 767 county and parochial electors who are not Pa rliamentary 
electors, so that the total number of names appearing upon the new 
register is r 2 2, 7 6 2 . The Parliamentary register for the borough of 
Colchester contains 5,367 names against 5,258 in r895; the new 
parochial register contains 6,55 r names. 

H . h AT the meet ing of the British Association, at Ipswich, a 
arw1c 

Harbour. paper of considerable local in teres t was read on Sept. 
13th by Mr. William Birt, General Manager of the Great 

Eastern Rai lway, on the "Growth of the Port of Harwich." Aft er 
dealing with the older history of the place, from the ·granting of the 
Charter in r 3 r 8, Mr. Birt puinted out that in spite of all its natural 
advantages, Harwich had at no time till within the last thirty 
years a large tt:ade. In r853 the number of sailing vessels entered 
at the port was 664, and the tonnage 48, r 83 tons; of steamers the 
number was uil. In r862 the number of sailing vessels entered 
was 621 , and the tonnage 42,195 tons; of steamers the number was 
on·e, and the tonnage 383 tons. In r 85 5 and 1857 several unsuc­
cessiul attempts were made to establish a steamboat service with the 
Continent. In October, r863, the G.E.R. Company commenced a 
service to Rotterdam. The passenger steamers commenced running 
in July, r86-t, three times a week, and the service was not made 
daily until r875. T o Antwerp this was accomplished in r88 z. 
Since June, 1893, when the H ook of Holland Rail way opened, a 
Sunday sen· ice has ru n to Rotterdam. The formation of Parkeston 
Quay was, of course, the important event in the progress of the 
G. E. R. con tinental traffic. The gross tonnage 0f the steamers 
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owned by the Great Eastern Company with which the passenger 
service was commenced in r 864 was about 7 so tons and their 
running speed Io knots per hour ; that of the new steamers now 
running is about r, 7oo tons and their speed is about I6 knots. 

There is no doubt that Harwich will again soon become a mail 
station; efforts have been in progress for many years to attain that 
end; one by one they are being attained. The prosperity of the 
port of Harwich suffered a rapid decline after the peace of I8 rs. 
Steam, which, in its effects, enriched many towns, had, for a time, 
an opposite effect there. The trade of the port of late years has 
shown continuous and material growth. The tonnage of the sailing 
vessels entered at the port in I894 was 83, Io8 against 45,082 in 
I 864, and Of the Steamers 77 5,990 tons against 93, I 59 tons. 
Harwich stands fifth amongst the ports of the United Kingdom in 
regard to the declared value of the total imports and exports, the 
amount for 1&94 being £2I,7o6,o73, and the amoun t of customs 
duty paid during the same year was £86,382. 

The condition of Harwich Harbour has been the subject of 
frequent complaints. It seems that on the "Gristle " shoal, lying 
between the Guard and North Shelf Buoys, there is as Ettle as 14 
feet at low water ordinary spring tides, and on the "Glu tton" shoal, 
extending from the North Shelf Buoy to the North Cliff Buoy, there 
are several patches on which there is but the same depth of water ; 
but when, at spring tides, there is a continuation of south-westerly 
winds, the water falls more than a foot below the figures shown on 
the Admiralty charts. It is true there is a narrow channel between 
the " Gristle " and the " Guard " shoals with 20 fe et water, and also 
a channel between the " Glutton " shoal and F elixstowe Beach with 
19 feet at low water ; but th is is only narrow, and there are no lights 
to lead vessel s th rough. This channel, therefore, cannot be used at 
night, nor can it often be used by clay, as it is almost invariably 
blocked up with vessels at anchor, so that it is impossible to get into 
deep water. The result of all this is that not only do the four Great 
Eastern vessels of the new type, which draw about r 5 feet 6 inches, 
frequently touch the ground at low tide, owing to the shallowness of 
the water, but what is regarded as a much more serious matter, the 
larger vessels of Her Majesty's Navy cannot now enter the harbour 
at all, whatever may be the state of the tide. Vessels of the next 
class can only enter or leave the harbour at the time of high water, 
and the present guardship, the Mersey, which may be included in 
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the third class, with a draught of abou t 19 feet 6 inches, can enter or 
leave the harbour only at half tide. Should, therefore, one or more of 
our ironclads sustain any serious damage in time of war, and try to 
make the harbour, the larger type would not be able to enter at all , 
whilst the smaller ones would have to wait outside-exposed to the 
fire of a hostile fleet-until the tide allowed of their entering. 
Harwich is, in fac t, the only harboyr between London and the 
Humber offering supposed protection for vessels of any size ; but 
although during the last twenty-five or thirty years the military 
authorities have spent thousands of pounds on Harwich and neigh­
bourhood, and although the harbour itself is now strongly guarded 
by forts and batteries mounted with heavy guns, and garrisoned by 
detachments of Artillery and Marine Artillery, nothing has been 
spent during the whole of this time in rendering the harbour itself 
more accessible to H er Majesty's ships. The attention of the 
Admiralty has been called to the matter, and a reply has been 
received stating that, "Sounding has been carried out at Harwich at 
frequent intervals during the last ten years, and the variations d is­
covered las t spring were much less than usual. So far as the 
soundings made at the request of the Board of Trade are concerned, 
there is no ground for apprehension that the harbour is 'silting up.'" 
It is, however, urged that the rea l question at issue is not whether 
the harbour is becoming still shallower, but whether it should not be 
dredged sufficiently deep to allow not only of passenger ships 
navigating it without touching the ground, but also, of the large 
vessels of our Navy being able to enter in case of need. This latter 
point, it is contended, should be regarded as having an importan t 
bearing on the question of national defence. 

Undoubtedly Harwich harbou r, scarcely equalled by any in the 
kingdom, has been allowed to remain too long neglected. It has 
altered greatly even of late years, witness the three still existing light­
houses, but much of thi s barring by the shifting shoals of sand 
might be controlled. Many are the trad itions of that continuall y 
changing coast and channel. The "auncient town " of Orwell went 
ages ago, and the stones of the West Rocks are supposed to be part 
of its old building materials. The village of Burham, where it is 
said there was a church visible within the memory of man, has gone; 
so has Old Walton, and Walton-on-the-Naze seems to be going. 
On the other side, Landguard Fort, behind the Glutton, was tra­
ditionally in Essex, and is still said to be so officially. When the 
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Gristle became dry in 1784 it is said that the foundation of a castle, 
with fortifications, was discover<:!d. "Yon muddy Gulch" must be 
controlled; its advantages are likely to be enormous. 

MR. BIRT concluded . his paper, previously alluded 
Coal. 

to, by saying: "There are three very successful 
por t$ on the Humber, viz., Hull, Grimsby, and Goole ; and 
the three East Anglian ports of Ipswich, Harwich, and 
Felixstowe may, with advantages all round, endeavour to emulate 
that success, which will be aided if the boring now going on in 
Suffolk should result in coal being found." A bright prospect, 
indeed; but we are sorry to have to record that the first venture of 
the Eastern Counties Coal-boring Association has not met with 
~uccess. The boring upon the land of :Mr. Graham, of Crepping 
Hall, Stutton, which has been proceeding for a year past, has 
reached a depth of r,s 2 5 feet, passing through about soo feet of 
apparently Lower Carboniferous rock without recognisable fossil s, 
and the hope of there finding coal has been abandoned in favour of 
a new boring to be commenced in the neighbourhood of Great 
Bentley or Weeley, in the Tendring Hundred of Essex, some eight 
miles S.E. of Harwich. The Stutton bore shows a general similarity 
to that at Harwich; it reads :-

Drift (River gravel) . 
London Clay and Reading Beds 
Upper and Middle Chalk 
Lower Chalk 
Gault 
Palreozoic Rock, with a high dip 

r6 feet. 

54 " 
720 " 

IS4t " 
49t " 

531 " 

Total . J, 52 5 feet. 

ON November 2nd, the Epping Forest Free Local 
Epping 

Museum, established by the Essex Field Club under 
Forest 

Museum. the sanction of the Corporation of London, was formally 
opened to the public by Mr. Deputy Halse, chairman of 

the Forest Committee. The museum has been established mainly 
for the p urpose of affording plain information about the animals, 
plants, geology, and antiquities of the district, and so promote a love 
for the out·of-door study of natural history, etc., among the intelligent 
visitors to the Forest, and of forming ulti ~nately a storehouse for the 
preservation of authentic series of Jorest specimens, not only as a 
matler of scientific importance, but also as aids to the studies of the 
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many amateurs who frequent the Forest. The museum is intended 
to be a purely local one; and the limits of the old Forest of Waltham, 
as defined by the last perambulation (that of the seventeenth year of 
Charles I, r64r) have been chosen, for several considerations, as an 
excellent basis of operations. The collections have been housed in 
the banqueting room of the Queen Elizabeth's hunting lodge at 
Chingford, which was transferred by the Crown to the Corporation 
of London at the passing of the Epping Forest Act, r878, to be 
preserved as an object of antiquarian interest. 

New 

Churches, 

etc. 

HAll!, E AST.-The now completed Plashet Park Congre­
gational Church, upon the site of the old iron chapel, 
was dedicated on November z8th. It is of red brick 
in the Gothic style, with two aisles, and the roof is 

supported by iron columns. The building is well-lighted with 
six chandeliers suspended from the roof and twelve artistic gas 
brackets in the aisles; altogether the new church, which has cost 
£z,3oo, is a subs tantial and decidedly comfortable build ing. 

lLFORD.- The new Roman Catholic Church of SS. Peter and 
Paul, Ilford Lane, was opened on October 27 th by the priest-in­
charge, the Rev. Father Bede. The church, which is a well­
arranged structure providing kneeling accommodation for 2 so 
persons, although in an unfinished condition, presen ted a very 
devotional aspect. 

The new Wesleyan church, which occupies a central position in 
the High Street, was dedicated on November 14th. It is Gothic 
in desig n, of red brick with Bath stone dressings, and is highly 
finished both inside and out. Accommodation is provided for 730 
persons, and the cost of this handsome structure has been about 
£4,300. 

KELVEDON HATCH.- The new church and churchyard of St. 
Nicholas, Kelvedon Hatch, were consecrated by the Bishop of 
Colchester on November rst. The church, which is in the Early 
English style of architecture, is built of red brick, with a red tiled 
roof, whi le above the entrance porch rises an oak sp ire, surmounted 
by a weathercock, and containing the bell, which belongs to the pre­
Reformation period, and was in the belfry of the old church. The 
new church has been built on a site which covers an acre, and which 
is situated in the centre of the populous part of the parish. The old 
parish church is si tuated about a mile and a half from the village, 
and is two or three miles from the homes of a great number of the 
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parishioners. The new church will accommodate nearly 2 so persons, 
the interior being comfortably fitted for public worship. The font 
from the old church has been removed to the ne,-, building. It is 
not intended that the old church shall be entirely clmed. 

RvNWEL L.-A handsome little mission church, dedicated to St. 
Andrew, to accommodat c the inhabitants living at the Chalk Street 
end of this scattered parish, was opened by the Dishop of Colchester 
on December 6th. ' It is a timber-built structure with iron roof, 
painted to resemble tiles, matchboarded and varnished within , with 
octagonal . bell-turret and block floor; there is a small vestry 
attached. 

WALTHAM, GREAT. - On December sth the Bishop of Colchester 
dedicated the mission church which has just been erected at Ford 
End. The interior of the building is so arranged that the chancel 
can be screened off, and the other part used as a Sunday-school or 
for any parochial purpose. The structure is principally of wood, 
being lined inside with light varnished wood. It is well built and 
is well lighted. Its length is about 6o feet, and l!readth about r6, 
while it has seating accommodation for between 70 and So people. 
The church is situated in a rather outlying portion of the parish, and 
meets a long-felt want. The builder was Mr. Milbank, of Waltham. 

ALDBOROUGH HATCH.- The church of St. Peter was 
Church d r · · N b h reopene , a ter extensive repairs, on ovem er r7t . 

I<estora- · I . BRENTWOOD.-A handsome new reredos, 111 t 1e 
t!ons, etc. . 

chancel of the church of St. Thomas the Martyr, m 
memory of the late Mr. George Larkin, of H igh Street, Brentwood, 
who bequeathed £r,ooo for its erection, was dedicated by the Lord 
Bishop of St. Albans on November 7th. The reredos has been 
beautifully executed in oak. The panels and columns are of a 
variety of red Mansfield stone, while the iigures have been executed 
in white alabaster marble. The central figure is a representation of 
the crucifi xion, this subject having been chosen owing to the fact 
that the death of Mr. Larkin occurr~d on Cood Friday, 1 894. On 
the right and left respectively are representations of St. John and the 
Virgin Mary, the features of St. John being chiselled in the likeness 
of the late Mr. Lark in. These two figures are surmounted by angels 
carrying scrolls. The reredos is fin ished with graceful pinnacles and 
a slender column bearing an angel, the total height being over 30 ft. 

CHADWELL HKATH.-On December 7th, the Bishop of St. 
Albans dedicated a vestry which has been added at the side of the 
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chancel of the new church of St. Chad (see E. R. iv, I 4 I), at a cost 
of about £I 70. 

CoGGESHALL. - The old organ, which was put in the parish 

church of St. Peter-ad-Vincula in I873, was built by Messrs. 
Holditch; this has been rebuilt at a to tal cost of about £45o by 

Messrs. Bishop and Son, from a desig n by the Rev. E. Geldart. It 
was reo pened on December 2 I st. The new case is of oak and is 
most elaborate and artistic; the carved work has been excellently 
done by Mr. \V. B. Polley, of Coggeshall, the carving of the pulpit, 
benches, etc., in this fi ne church all being executed by him. The 
organ now consists of three manuals with a compass of CC to F, 54 
notes, and an independent pedal organ from CC C, r6 ft. to F, 30 
notes. The great organ contains the following stops : Double 
diapason I6 ft. , large open diapason 8 ft., small open diapason 8 ft., 

stop diapason 8 ft., principal 4 ft., viola 8 ft., flute 8 ft., twelfth 3 ft., 
.fifteenth 2 ft., mixture, three ranks, trumpet 8 ft. Swell organ: open 
diapason 8 ft., stop diapaso n 8 ft., double diapason (prepared for), 
echo gamba 8 ft., voix celeste 8 ft., principal 4 ft., mixture three 
ranks, fifteenth 2 ft ., born 8 ft. , oboe 8 ft. C hoir organ : dulcia na 
8 "ft., stop diapason 8ft., viol de gamba (prepared for ), principal 8 ft. , 

flute 4 ft., cremona 8 ft., piccolo 2 ft. Pedal organ : octave bass 
8 ft., open diapason r6 ft., violoncello 8ft., t rombone I6 ft. , bass 
flute 8ft. , bourdon r6 ft. Couples, swell to choir to pedals, swell to 

great, swell to pedals, swell sub-octaYe, great to pedals. There are 
also three composition pedals to great organ, and three ditto to swell 
organ. 

DANBURY.-The unveiling of the tablet to the memory of the 
late Sir T. P. Bridges, Bart. , for forty years rector of Danbury 
(cf. E.R. iv, 77) took place in the parish church on November rst. 
The tablet, which has been fixed in the chancel immediately over 
the ves try door, consists of a plate of copper, set in a han dsome 
carved oak fram e. It is the design of Mr. Arthur Bartlett, son 
o f the Rev. R. E. Bartlelt, of C helmsford . The inscription is as 
follows: 

" In memory of the Re1•. Sir Thomas Pym Bridges, Bart, for 26 years curate, 
and for 40 years rector of this parish. Born Oct. 22, rSos, died f eb. 28, rSgs. 
This tablet was erected by the parishioners and other fri ends in toke n of their 
gratitude for hi s life-long devotion to the spi ritual and temporal 1relfare of those 
com.mitted to his care. All Saints' Day, r 8g5. r Peter iii. 8." 

GRAYS .- The relightin g oi1Jhe par ish church has been completed, 
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and the organ has been enlarged by adding a swell. The brass 
which was taken up from the Ooor of the south aisle a few years 
back has been cemented into the chancel wall. It commemomtec a 
civilian with two wives, one son , and six daughters, circ. r sro. 
When Haines compiled hi s catalogue this brass was in the n:we, 
only the son and inscription missing ; now only the wives and 
daughters remain. 

HEDINGHAM CASTLE.-A pair of handsome oak doors have been 
added to the south entrance of the parish church. 

LEIGHS, LITTLE.- The church of St. John, which was fully 
described in E.R., iv, 146- 157, was reopened on December qth 
after a thorough restoration, carried out entirely through the munifi­
cence of the Rural Dean (Rev. H . E. H ulton, of Great \Valtham). 
The dedication service was performed by the Bishop of Colchester, 
who delivered an earnes t address. As the work proceeded several 
interesting remains were discovered, all of which have been carefully 
preserved- such as a credence, piscina, and sedilia at the east end 
of the nave (which shuw, a;s did the walls when the plaster was 
removed, that originally the church had no chancel), rood-loft stairs, 
Norman window arches, and stoop. for holy water. When the wide 
semi-circular headed window, with oak frame, in the west wall was 
removed, the internal stone jambs and splays of an Early English 
lancet window were discovered and lefr, and the new window adapted 
thereto. The entire church floor has been covered with concrete. 
The aisles are laid with Yorkshire flags, and the platforms with oak 
slabs. The original open seats have been repaired and retained, but 
the more modern high-backed pews, which occupied the greater part 
of the chancel, have been removed. A carved oak screen and choi r 
stalls have been introduced. The sanctuary has been raised three 
steps above the nave. The east wall, being defective, has been 
entirely rebuilt upon concrete foundations. The roof has been 
restored, but the old oak timber leit. The door, being original, 
has been scraped and repaired, but not pain ted or varnished. In 
fact, in order to retain the ancient character of the church nothing 
has been painted or varnished. New windows with old-fashioned 
glass have been introd uced. The three chancel windows are new. 
The pulpit is made of old carved wood taken from the pews. The 
altar table is surmounted by a stone reredos, upon which is the tex t, 
"Lo, I am with you alway, even to th e end of the world." The 
alt r~ r and the cross and th e beautiful alta r cloth are al so the gifts of 
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Mr. Hulton. A new porch and vestry have been added. The 
architect was Mr. Nutt, of Windsor, and the builders were Messrs. 
Wheeler, of Reading. 

l .EYTON.-A new church-room was opened by the Bishop of 
Colchester on October 26th; it has been erected on a site adjoining 
St. Katherine's Church, Hainault Road, by Mr. Courtenay Warner, 
the relatire and executor of the late Mr. George Hibbert, according 
to his promise. On this occasion Mr. Biggs presented the church, 
on his daughter's behalf, with a three-quarter length portra it (framecl) 
of the late Mr. Hibbert, who was so generous a benefactor to this 
new church (see E.R., iii, 4). 

LouCHTON.-Two alabaster tablets bearing the names of past 
rectors of Loughton from 1308, verified by Mr. W. C. Wailer, have 
been placed in the parish church of St. John in commemoration of 
the jubilee of the present building. 

MoUNTNESSJNG.-The new porch to the iron church was 
dedicated on D ecember I sth, in the presence of a large congregation. 
The sermon was preached by the vicar's father, the Rev. R. Cbilton, 
late vicar of High Wycombe, Bucks. 

ON CAR, HIGH.- A beautiful painted window by Messrs. Lavers 
and Westlake has been inserted in the south wall of the chancel of 
the parish church of St. Mary, in loving memory of Dr. Nelson 
George Noble, who died in Edinburgh in r893, but who is buried 
in High Ongar churchyard. The appropriate subjects represented 
in the window are: (I) Our Lord giving sight to the blind; ( 2) 
Saints Peter and John healing the lame man at the Temple gate. 

RETTENDON.- An iron room with offices has been placed in the 
rear of the Congregational chapel. The Rev. W. McNaughton, the 
ministe r, prepared the plans, and has almost entirely re-decorated 
the chapel inside and out, even to the graining of the doors, with 
his own hands. 

STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET.-The tower at St. John's; which 
forms the completion of the fabric of this new church, was dedicated 
hy the Bishop of Colchester on October zgth. The Church of 
St. John's was erected by the Pulteney family, in 1889, to the 
memory of their mother, and recen tly, almost entirely at their 
expense, the tower has been added at a cost of about £z,ooo. It is 
of modern style, and, like the nave and chancel, is constructed of 
red brick, with facings of Bath stone. Over the porch in the south 
side of the tower is a beautiful carving repre: en ting the Apostle 
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St. John, to whom the church is dedicated. The spire is constructed 
of wood, covered with slates, the four pinnacles of the tower being 
embellished with very ornamental stone work. The tower contains 
a very nice belfry, and a place for the fixing of a peal of bells, which 
is reached by a turret at the left band corner of the tower. Mr. 
W. D. Caroe was the architect, and Mr. J . A. Hunt, of Hoddesdon, 
the contractor. 

T ERL!NG.- The Congregational Church was reopened" ilh special 
celebrations on December rotb. The history of the place is one of 
considerable interest to Essex Nonconformists, and dates back to 
r6oo. The first regular minister was probably the R ev. John 
Stalbam, who was ejected from the Established Church under the 
Act of Uniformity, and who at that time was vicar of T erling, and 
was one of the assistants to the County Commissioners for the 
removal of scandalous and inefficient ministers. He died in r68o. 
The congregation was returned in r 7 r 6 as containing zoo bearers, 
twenty of whom bad votes for the county and eight of whom are 
described as "gentlemen." The old chapel was a square red-brick 
bu ilding, the interior for the most part being fitted with square high­
backed pews, and there was a gallery running along the front of the 
building. It was in a terribly dilapidated state. Some years ago it 
was patent to those worshipping there that a renovation must soon 
be commenced. This work was placed in the hands of Messrs. J. 
Smith and Son, of Witham, who have succeeded in modernising the 
edifice . and bringing it up to date. The outside has b een well 
looked after and a new porch added. The interior has been re­
benched in pitch pine, varnished , and the pulpit has been greatly 
improved and placed in a more suitable position. The old gallery 
has been removed, and the walls of the bu ilding have been made 
safe, re-plastered, and coloured. 

W ALTHAMSTow. - On N oven!ber rst the Bishop of Colch ester 
dedicated th e new work at St. Savio ur'~ Church. This church was · 
erected in r 874, but the arches at the cast encl, which showed signs 
of giving way, have been rebuilt and the aps idal chancel has been 
furth er beautifi ed, the cost of the work being borne entirely by Mr. 
Richard Foster, on e of the original benefactors. 

WEN DENS AMBO.-The ancient and quaint littl e church at 
Wendens Ambo or Great Wenden, dedicated to St. Mary the Virgin, 
was re-opened, after partial restoration, by the Lord Bishop of St. 
Alba m on November znd . The work of restoration, now carried 
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out from designs of the Rev. E. Geldart, has been entrusted to 
Messrs. Bell and Son, of Saffron Walden, and has consisted of 
placing a new oak roof to the nave, open to the ridge with moulded 
king posts and cross beams, covered with oak boarding, and the 
old tiles relaid. The south aisle has a new roof covered with oak 
boarding and outer covering of new lead. A new tiled floor has 
been laid, with oak block floor under the seats. With a view to 
preserving the old seats, they have been cleaned of their many coats 
of paint, repaired, and re-fixed. For t!1e north aisle door a window 
has been substituted, a tile floor laid, and seating re-arranged to 
accommodate more persons. The walls have all been distempered, 
and new clerestory windows, filled with tinted gbss, placed in. It 
was found necessary to put in new half timber work to the gable 
east end of the nave. A new oak floor is laid in the tower, and a 
new oak door with ornamental hinges. The old oak belfry floor 
and screen to the staircase leading to the tower has been cleaned 
and oiled. The fine old oak screen, said to be of Charles I period, 

· has also been cleaned and done up, and the chancel walls have 
been redecorated. The stoup near the west door, of which there 
was only a trace left, has been restored to its original form, as is 
also the piscina in the south aisle. A heating apparatus in a sunken 
pit has been added. The tower and belfry, also its early Norman 
or perhaps Saxon doorway at the west end, now again used, of which 
the two reveals are entirely constructed of Roman tile, are still said 
to stand in need of repair, and the south porch, vestry, and partial 
reseating of nave need completion. 

ALDERMAN JAMES SAMUEL BROWN died at his residence, 
Obituary. Yverdons, Chelmsford, after a short illness, on October 

zznd. He was one of the best known and most popular men in 
Chelmsford. He was born in the neighbouring parish of Springfield, 
on November 7th, 1835, so that he would have completed his sixtieth 
year in another fortnight. He was a son of the late Mr. Jas. Brown, 
slate merchant, of Coates' Wharf, Springfield, and he received his 
education at private schools. He first entered the business at 
Coates' Wharf in the year r855, which he has developed consider­
ably, being a good business man, and it is now of an extensive 
character. Mr. Brown first entered upon public life in r 888, when 
he was elected as a member of the Chelmsford Local Board. Upon 
the incorporation of the town a few months afterwards he joined the 
Town Council- being returned at the top of the poll in the South 
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Ward-and was at once elected to the aldermanic bench. He was 
one of the leading advocates of the incorporation of the town, and 
was one of the most active members of the Incorporation Committee. 
He also for some years represented the T own Council upon the 
Board of Governors of Chelmsford Grammar School. In November, 
1889, he was unanimously elected the second mayor of Chelmsford. 
During his year of office the Prince of Wales visited the Essex 
Agricultural Show, and it fell to his duty to welcome H .R.H. to the 
new borough. Energy and liberality were the dominant character­
istics of Alderman Brown, and his good work and kindly nature will 
be greatly missed in our county town. 

The Rev. THOJIIAS WREN, who was vicar of H eybridge for 
thirty-seven years, but resigned the living about eighteen months 
ago, died rather suddenly at his residence, Bridge-end House, 
Heybridge, on October 3oth, aged 74 years. 

Mr. Jor-IN ANTHONY SPARVEL-BAYLY died suddenly on December 
13th, after a very short illness. He was born March 2 rst, r 845, so 
was nearly fifty-one years of age at the time of his death. He was 
twice married: on June 9th, r87o, to Edith Anna Williams, by 
whom he had four children; and on July 23rd, r884, tu Mary Jane 
Pye, by whom he had six children. He was educated at Cambridge, 
where he received his degree of B.A. H e was a fellow of the Society 
of Antiquaries, and qualified as a Justice of the Peace for Essex on 
February zznd, r88r. In the annals of Swanscombe, Kent, the 
Bayly family holds a very prominent place, since 1765, as great sup­
porters of the Church of England and most liberal in their aid to 
charitable and other enterprises; the first Mrs. Sparvel-Bayly pre­
sented brass standards and sconces to Swanscombe Church, where 
Mr. Bayly was churchwarden for several years. He left Swanscombe 
in 1874, and took up his residence at Burghstead Lodge, Billericay, 
where he also greatly identified himself with the Church and other 
institutions, which he con tinually ass isted by pecuniary gifts of a 
most generous and munificent character, as is seen by a reference to 
the parish magazine. H e was an energetic yachtsman, and for some 
time held the position of Rear Commodore of the Corinthian Yach t 
Club, now dignified by the prefix of Royal. In r88 z a ge nerous 
compliment, in the shape of an exceedingly h8ncl some illuminated 
volume containing th e expression of a unanimous \·ate of tha nks, 
passed on January 24th, 1884, was paid to him, which shows the 
estimation in which he was held. He was an enthusiastic antiq uary 



NOTES OF TH E QU~RTER. I) 

and a prolific writer in this fi eld of literature, upon whi ch he had in 
his latter years to depend principally for the su1 port of himself and 
famil y. He wro te A J-_fistorJ' of Swa11scombe (1 875), N ew Studies 011 

Old Subjects, several works which did not bear his name, and numerous 
articles in Tlte Antiquary and various other publications chiefly 
relating to antiquarian subjects connected with Kent or Essex. At 
the time of hi s dtath he was engaged in assisting with an E ncyclo­

pcedic I ndex to E ssex, in which were set forth, alphabetically, subjects 
concerning the county, with references to the book or magazine in 
which the articles appeared, and it is to be feared that this work will 
now be greatly delayed. On August 3oth, 1877, he was elected on 
the council of the E ssex Archa!ological Society, and contributed to 
the Tra11sactio11s, "Records relating to Hadleigh Castle," n.s. i, 86-
JoS, r87 - 19I, 1875; "Essex in Insurrection, r38r," n.s. i, 205-
219, 187 8 ; "Records relating to the Guild or Fraternity of Jesus in 
Prit tlewell," n.s. ii, 153- 164, r88o. A series of grievous pecuniary 
losses and other troubles appear to have overwhelmed him in his 
latter years, and reduced him to great straits, as in the precarious 
profession of literature he met with great opposition from literary 
rings, press societies, etc., which greatly diminished his field of labour. 
Mr. Alfred Cotgreave, chief librarian of West Ham, writes of him 
thus: "He used frequently to visit the Reference Library at West 
Ham for the purpose of consulting the various antiquarian works 
contained therein, and it was durin g the consultation on books we 
had together that I gained some little knowledge of his life and 
character. As I had various small literary enterprises of my own in 
view, which my duties at the West Ham libraries would not give me 
time to carry out, I mentioned my difficulties to Mr. Bayly, and was 
fortunate enough to engage his services, so that during the last three 
years of his life we were in almost daily communication, and I, 
together with the rest of the staff, learned to love and esteem him 
for his amiable character and the gentlemanly and scholarly instincts 
which were evidenced in everything which he d;d or said. It was 
with the deepest regret tha t we beard of his sudden death, though it 
is doub tful if his life had many charms left for him except his wife 
and little children, to wh om he was much attached, and who. it is 
pitiable to think, a re left entirely destitute. The members of the 
library sta ff made a coll ec tion on their behalf, but, of course, they 
could do but li tt le, and that of a temporary character. I am not a 
man of many friends, looking at fri endship in its true sense, but Mr. 
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Bayly was one of two or three, and his memory will ever be treasured 
by me as one of the few men I have known whose principles bad not 
the slightest taint of prejudice or worldly policy, but were entirely 
influenced by a most generous ami charitable spirit. 

" Sha ll he whose te~ rs for suffe ring vi rt ue fl owed, 
Whose heart with every social feeling g lowed, 
T o fri end less want hi s little alJ who gal'e, 
S leep undist ing ui shed in th ' oblivious g ra ve ? 
Though virtue's fame alJ monuments surpass, 
The brea thing sc ulpture and recording brass, 
AfAicted fri endship to thy memory just 
Pays thi s smalJ t ribute to thy honoured dust." 

Mr. RowLAND TowNSHEND CoBBOLD, of the Lodge, Dedham, 
who died on the 19th December, in the seventy-fifth year of his age, 
was a much esteemed resident of Dedham, where he had lived for 
thirty-five years. He was the second son of the late Robert Knipe 
Cob bold, of Bredfitld, Suffolk ; a member of the well-known and 
influential family which has been associated for several generations 
with the hi3tory of the district around Ipswich. He was born on 
the 19th May, 1821, at Eye in Suffolk, and educated at the Grammar 
School, Dedham. Al)out 1840 he entered St. George's Hospital, 
London, where he studied, and passed as a surgeon in 1844. He 
then went to Trinity College, Dublin, where he continued his studies, 
and in 1845 passed a special examination on the diseases of children. 
The next year he settled at St. Albans, practising as a surgeon for 
over seven years-1846-1853· On the qth September he was 
married at Long Melford, Suffolk, to Miss Sarah Frances Westhorp, 
and several of their children were born in the "City of the Proto­
Martyr of England." He became a member of the St. Albans' 
Architectural Society, which had been founded the previous year ; 
and subsequently from March, 1847, to 1853, was one of the joint 
Honorary Secretaries; his colleague being the late G. W. Lydekker, 
M.A., of St. Peter's, St. Albans, and Hare Court, Temple. He was 
also a member of the Whist and Chess Club, being at the latter game 
a most proficient player. He retired from his practice in 18 53, and 
went to Trimley St. Mary, Suffolk. In r86o he purchased the 
residence, Dedham Lodge, a charming property with undulating 
grounds, commanding some grand prospects-some of the finest to 
be seen- of the beautiful valley of the Stour, so many of whose 
scenes have been immortalised by Constable; passing the balance of 
his life in this quiet and pleasant retreat; he rebuilt the house in 
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r868. In his younger days he was a keen sportsman, and an 
excellent shot, but his greatest pleasure was in the " gentle craft" of 
Izaak Walton, a pleasure he was able to enjoy from his boat till a few 
years ago. He took great delight in all branches of Natural 
History, having in his earlier years been associated with Professor 
Henslow and others in geological and like pursuits. Whilst 
resident at Trimley he made a good collection of fossils from 
the Coprolite pits worked there. He took especial fnterest in 
gardening, and the cultivation of flowers and fruits-a visit during 
the strawberry season was a time to be remembered-and when in 
good health, being of a genial and hospitable disposition, he was 
ever ready to welcome a scientific society, or other visitors, to 
"Constable country," and to show the mover his garden ; but for 
many years past he suffered from frequent attacks of rheumatic 
gout, which deterred him from the enjoyment of many scientific 
pursuits in which he took an interest. Although Mr. Cobbold never 
took an active part in public matters, he was always willing to assist 
in any good work in a quiet and reserved manner, conscientiously 
carrying out the command, "Let not your left hand know what your 
right hand doeth." 

At Dedham he was elected a governor of the Grammar School, 
a trustee of the Lectureship, and of Dunton's and Barker's Alms­
houses, also a manager of the National Schools, to all of which he 
attended carefully and punctually so long as his health permitted, 
only resigning these duties some two or three years previous to his 
decease. 

His wife, who had been an invalid for some years, died in June, 
r891, after forty-five years of happy married life, and was buried in 
the churchyard of Dedham, where he, too, was borne on the z 1st 
December last, the funeral service being read by the Lecturer, Dr. 
Ashwin, assisted by the vicar. The latter, preaching the next day 
from the text, "In quietness aud in confidence shall be your 
strength," spoke of the loss they had all sustained, and said that 
"his text not inaptly described the character of his quiet, unosten­
tatious, useful life. In religious matters he was a man of few words, 
but of simple, earnest faith. They would all sympathise with those 
who grieved for him, and those especially who through a long and 
trying illness watched over him with suah singular devotion." 

In the words of one of his family, who had thus watched over 
him, to the writer, we may say, "So death is sad to us, but not to 

B 
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those whom it claims, as it is but the portal of a full and complete 
Life with those who are gone before." 

Mr. JoHN PAGE, the representative of the Southminster Division 
on the Essex County Council, died on December 22nd at his 
residence, Rawlings, Mayland. Nine weeks ago the deceased had 
an apoplectic seizure, from which his medical attendant held out no 
hope of his recovery. Mr. Page was in his seventieth year, having 
been born in 1826, at Southminster Hall. Educated at Chipping 
Ongar, he married, in 1852, Frances, second daughter of Mr. F. B. 
Elvey, of Browhill, Yalding,S Kent. All his life he had taken an 
active interest in public affairs in the Dengie Hundred ; for thirty 
years he represented his parish at the Maldon Board of Guardians, 
for a long period acted as churchwarden of his parish and was 
chairman of the Mayland and Althorne School Board. On 
January 6th, 1892, he qualified as Justice of the Peace, and generally 
attended the sittings of the Latchingdon Bench. Mr. Page was a 
landowner, and he farmed some r,2oo to r,soo acres himself. The 
deceased gentleman leaves a widow, three sons, and six daughters. 
Mr. Page survived his elder brother, Mr. Wm. Page, J.P., of 
Southminster Hall , six months to the day (cf. E. R. iv, 145). 

ESSEX CHURCHES. 

XVI.-ST. ANDREW'S, HORNCHURCH. 

BY FRED CHANCELLOR, J,P., F.R. I. B.A. 

H ORNCHURCH is within the ancient Liberty of Havering, 
and this being a royal demesne in the time of Edward the 

Confessor, passed through Earl Harold to William the Conqueror ; 
but although at this time the Liberty was divided into seventeen 
manors, Hornchurch does not appear in the list, and, as Morant 
says, the name does not appear until the time of Henry III, and he, 
even with all his ingenuity for discovering the derivation of place 
names, seems to be at a loss to suggest its origin. That there w11s 
some distinct reason for the prefix "Horn " we cannot doubt, because 
we have in the neighbourhood East Horndon, West Horndon, and 
Horndoh-on-the-Hill. Salmon suggests that the horned bull 's head 
affixed to the end of the church was the coat or crest belonging to 
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the religious house in Savoy to which this was a ·cell, hence the 
name; but it would seem that this could not be so, for the name of 
Hornchurch appears in the thirteenth century, whereas· the earliest 
mention of a hull's horned head being on the church would apply 
to the Perpendicular church of the· early part of the fifteenth century, 
and therefore it is more reasonable ~ to suppose that this terminatiop 
of the eastern gable was in allusion to the n~me of the church or 
monastery, rather than that the parish or church took its name from 
the termination. 

King Henry II, according to Morant, was the original founder 
of the hospital or cell here for a prior or master and poor brethren, 
subject to the great Hospital of St. Bernard de Monte J avis, in the 
diocese of Sedun, or Syon, in Savoy. This was confirmed by his 
son, King Richard I, and King Henry Ill again conftrmed their 
possessions to them by the name of the Master and Brothers of the 
Horned Monastery, they bargaining at the time not to increase their 
possessions here. 

Peter, Earl of Savoy, having built the house, from him called 
the Savoy, in the Strand, in r 245, gave it to the brethren of this 
hospital, of whom the wife of Henry Ill. purchased it, for her son 
Edmund, Earl of Lancaster. They also possessed a house in 
Fenchurch Street, for Stow, in his Survey of London (edit. 1633) 
says: "Then have ye on the South· side of Fenne-church Street, 
over against the wall or pump~, amongst other faire and large 
builded houses, one that sometime belonged to the Prior of Monte 
Iovis, or Monasterie Cornute, a cell to Monte Iovis, beyond the 
seas ; in Essex, it was the prior's in ne, when he repaired to this Citie." 

Upon the breaking out of the war betwee"ii England and France 
the priories alien were seized by ~i!'Jg Edward · I, and again by 
Kings Edward II and Ill, this being amongst the number; and 
the revenues of this cell were, with the leave of the Pope and King 
Richard II, purchased by William of Wykeham, the great priest 
architect, for his new college in Oxford. From that time Horn 
Church Hall and Suttons, with the advowson of the church and the 
tithes of the parish, have remained in the possession of New Colleg~. 
The warden and fellows are also ordinaries of the place, and the 
vicar holds the church of them, without taking institution fr9m 'the 
bishop of the diocese, and without paying procurations, synodals, 
first fruits, or tenths. I have gone somewhat into detail as regards 
the early history of the parish because previous history_ at times 
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helps in determining the date of the erection of the parish church or 
parts of the church, and sometimes even of the actual builders. 

Taking into consideration the fact that the place formed part of 
the Liberty of Havering, and was practically unnamed until about 
the time of Henry Ill, and that the only ecclesiastical edifice which 
at the time existed was the church attached to a small priory with a 
very limited income, we have no reason to presume that there was 
any church of any size here erected in the Norman period. There 
was no doubt a church in the time of Henry II, as is evidenced by '!! 

some of the memorials to which I shall hereafter allude, but this 

H ORNC H URCH CHURC H' E55EX 
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F JG. I. PLAN OF C HU RCH. 

would probably only be of sufficient size to accommodate the master 
and brethren and the small population surrounding them. At any 
rate I have not been able to discover a fragment of work about the 
present church which indicates a Norman origin. As the population 
had increased, and as the place itself had become a distinct parish, 
the necessity arose for a larger and more imposing building, hence 
the foundation of what has grown into the present church . 

The present church, dedicated to St. Andrew, consists of a nave 
with north and south aisles, chancel with north and south aisles, 
tower and north porch. (See Plan, Fig. 1.) 

The nave and north and south aisles are separated by arcades of 
four arches with three columns and two responds on either side, and 
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are of the Decorated period of the time of Edward I or Il, which 
would seem to indicate the period when this church was founded; 
the details of the capitals, which are all alike, are very good. On the 
north side, in the spandril between the two western arches is a 
quatrefoil sunk in the stonework with a flower carved in each eye 

·of the quatrefoil and in the centre. (Fig. 2.) There has been some 
speculation as to the meaning of this ornament, but I am disposed 
to think that it was added for decorative purposes, and with the 
intention possibly of repeating it or some similar ornament in the 
other spandrils ; for the other spandrils, as far as they remain 
unplastered, are filled in with dressed stone similar to the first one, 
which seems to indicate an intention to continue the same kind of 

.decoration. These two arcades are all that now remain of the early 
church, except perhaps the sedilia 
in chancel to be alluded to here­
after. 

Nearly Ioo years after the erec­
tion of these arcades the present 
clerestory was added ; it consists 
of four 3-light Perpendicular win­
dows on either side, those on the 
north side are, except where they 
have been repaired in cement, in 
their original condition, but the 
clerestory on the south side has 
been rebuilt in modern times * 
in red and stock bricks, with the 

ORNA/"\E.NT IN .SF7<>-NDRI1l. O P 
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old stonework of windows, deprived of the external stone jambs 
and arches and with their internal stone quoins, built into the 
modern work; they are throughout of the same design. 

The roof of the nave consists of boldly moulded wall plates 
returned at east and west ends, with three intermediate beams with 
the mouldings of wall plate returned on them, thus dividing the roof 

* Dr. D avid Hughson, in his topograph ical work on Londo1t and Tltirty Jlfiles R ou.11 d, 
published t 8os-q, says (vol. vi, p. rg8) : " Th e south aisle has been late ly rebuilt with brick; 
but the Gothic sty le being preserved it has a very good effect on the approach from H acton 
Hill. " 

In Tlze Ce1lfleman's 111agazine (r828, P t i, pp. 305-6) a short description of this church is 
g iven by 1\'lr. John Adey R t!pton, F. S .A. , in which is Slated : " The chllrch was repaired in 
1 802, when the lead on the spire, \~ hicb was orna!n ented with zigzags , was t a~en _away. and 
replaced with copper ; at the same ttme the south ars le was taken down and rebmlt wtth bncks. 
In 1826 the church was again repaired , when th e beautiful east wi ndow, wh ich had bee:r:t covered 
with mortar for nearl y a ce ntury, was restored by the Rev. John \Valker, the present vtcar, who 
a lso had pre viously removed the weather-boards which disfigured the windows of the tower. " 
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into four large panels; over each beam in the centre is a sho-rt pos_t 
.with brackets on either side supporting the ridge piece, which is also 
moulded; each bracket is supported on a small corbel in the form 
of a grotesque head carved on the beam. There is also a moulded 
purlih on either side which supports the rafters, but these rafters, 
which no doubt were originally exposed, are now plastered over; 
the whole is covered with lead ; there is only · a slight rise in the 
centre of the roof of about one foot. The woodwork of this roof is 
of the same date as the clerestory windows: The arcades prove 
that there must have been aisles to the Edwardian chur·ch, but they 
would seem to have been partially or altogether pulled· down, as the 
north aisle was rebuilt in the Perpendicular period. It is lighted by 
three three-light windows on the north side, and one.· three-light 
window at the west end. All these windows are of the same desig·n, 
and internally are pretty much in their original condition; but 
externally the stonework of jambs, arches, tracery, and mullions has 
been coated with Roman cement ; we cannot, therefore, determine 
whether the outline of the original mouldings has been retained. I 
should say not, certainly not as far as · the hood mouldings are 
concerned. I should like here to point out how very necessary it is 
in the res toration of an old church to scrupulously adhere to the 
exact form of the old mouldings, and better still, always to work in 
however small a fragment of the old stone; it remains as an unim­
peachable witness of the correctness of the restoration. There is 
also a doorway on the north side, with a pointed arch, enclosed in a 
square head, and here the hood mould is original; and now by com­
paring the two-this one with the hood moulding of windows-the 
difference between the modern cement mouldings and the original 
stone mouldings will at once be seen. 

The door itself is the original oak door, and is somewhat richly 
panelled, with cusped tracery and other good details (Fig. 3). The 
roof of this aisle consists of five beams, one over each column, and 
one at either end. They are moulded and strengthened by bold 
brackets resting on stone corbels. Similar brackets are introduced 
to support the moulded wall plate on the side next the nave, but 
there are none against the external wall. A moulded ridge framed 
into solid spandrils over beams receives the rafters, which here, 
although probably once exposed, are alw now plastered over, the 
whole being covered with lead. 

The east end of this aisle has an arch, supported on ·shafts, of 



ESSEX CHURCH ES. 23 

very peculiar section, with caps and bases, and ;f somewhat late 
character. 

The south aisle was originally, no doubt, Edwardian , but it was 
pulled down and rebuilt the same as the north aisle in the Per­
pendicular period; but its fate has been more chequered, for it has 
again been pulled down and rebuilt with stock brick in modern 
times (see previous footnote), and the mullions, tracery, and part of 
jambs of the three old three-light windows built in on the south side 
and the old three-light window at the west end, the architect or 
builder dispensing with such superfl uiti es as moulded external jambs, 

ELEVATION I . ,)Ec"'nON ..-...,.ovc .. "tAll. 
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arches, and hood moulds, and stone internal quoins; although the 
design of the three south windows is the same, yet they differ in 
design very considerably from those in the north aisle. The west 
window of the south aisle also di ffers in design from the south win­
dows of that aisle. The roof of thi s aisle is the same in design as 
that of the north aisle, except that there is no woodwork at the east 
end, probably arising from the fact that the east wall and arch were 
pulled down and rebuilt at the same time as the rest of the aisle ; 
and there is also no plate visible on the exterior wall, dispensed 
with, no doubt, when the south wall was rebuilt. 

The chancel is separated from the nave by a chancel arch ; the 
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clustered shaft on the north side is original, but that on the south 
side is modern, as are also the caps and bases of both and the 
chancel arch itself. 

The chancel has an arcade on either side of one octagonal 
column, and two responds with two arches. These arcades are of 
the Perpendicular period; the shafts are octagonal, and the splays 
of arches are very much curved. Over the western arches were 
originally three-light clerestory windows; that on the south side has 
been wholly, and that on the north side partially, built up. 

FIG. 4 · SEDILTA A ND PISCI NA. 

On the south side is a triple sed ilia,* constructed with four shafts 
supporting cusped heads of Decorated character, and of the same 
date as the nave arcades (Fig. 4). The western one is pierced with 
a hagioscope. 

There is also a piscina to the east of the sedilia, but all the stone­
work appears to be modern, and therefore it may be a restoration or 
otherwise of the original one. On the north side is a modern 

* At a meetin g of the Essex Archreo,og ical Society, held at Ch elmsford on August Ioth, 187r, 
the Rev. T. H. Griffith, Vicar ofHornchun.:h, contributed two drawings of the sed ilia recently 
cli ~covered in his church ( T ·rans. Essex A ·rclueo!. Soc., vol. v, p. 245), but I ha\·e been unable to 
find out what became of these drawings. 
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credence, and a priest's door, very narrow and with a very pointed 
arch. 

The chancel is lighted by two two-light Perpendicular windows, 
one on either side, where it projects beyond the chancel aisles, and 
also by a fi ve-light Perpendicular east window; this window has 
been badly repaired outside with cement, the cill, jambs, arch and 
hood moulding being entirely in cement. 

The roof of the chancel is constructed in a very similar manner 
to that of the nave, but the two centre beams are not moulded; 
may be the old ones became decayed, and were replaced by the 
present ones; and the rafters also, which are exposed, appear to be 
modern. The roof is boarded and leaded. 

On the north side the aisle is continued through as far as the 
arcade, and is lighted by two three-light north windows and one 
three-light east window, similar in design to windows in the north 
aisle of the nave. There are some fragments of old glass in the 
east window. Salmon says : "In the window of the north aisle of 
the chancel is a picture of King Edward, and several coats of arms, 
but it does not appear whose they are." 

In the east window of the north chancel there are still some 
- fragments of old glass. In the centre light is our Saviour on a 

cross, and over His head a label with I.N.R. over, the final I. being 
mzssmg. I n the tracery over the north light is the figure of a king 
seated, as depicted in Ogborne's History of E ssex (1 814), and said 
,to be Edward the Confessor. In the north light is a shield, 
apparently a portion of the arms of Deyncourt, "Argent, a fesse 
dancette between ten billets sable," and under this is another shield, 
with fragments of the above coat and a fragment of the Segrave 
arms, "Sable, a chevron between three garbs or." The or is now 
argent. 

The south aisle is similar in length to the north aisle, and lighted 
by two three-light windows on the south side, similar in design to 
those of the south aisle of the nave, and one three-l ight east 
window, similar in design to the west window of the south aisle. 
The roofs of these aisles are similar to the roofs of the north aisles. 

The north porch has a pointed arched opening in front, and on 
either side is a two-light Perpendicular window, now much dis­
fi gured with cement. The original roof still remains, with moulded 
plates returned all round , wi th brackets at either end supporting the 
moulded ridge; the rafters are moulded, and are covered with 
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horizontal boarding, so that all the timbers are exposed, and the 
whole covered with lead. T here is a verge over the entrance, but 
this is not original. This porch was evidently built at the same 
time as the north aisle, the work being bonded together. Externally 
the walls, as far as they can be seen (being in part covered with ivy), 
of the north a i ~les and porch and the chancel, are constructed of 
ragstone and flints, with here and there fragments of Roman brick 
ai' d septaria. Mr. John Adey Repton in Gent. Ma!J. for r8z8, 
before alluded to, says : 

In clea ring away the whitewash withi n the church several ,:ude pa in tings in 
di stemper were di scovered, bu t too imperfect to make any dra wing of them. On 
the sou th wa ll of the chancel, near the alta r, \\'as discovered a paint ing of Lazarus 
in a co ffi n , with two a ngels kneelin g, and a g igant ic effi gy of a bi shop, and at the 
backg round were severa l heads in g roups, with a row of windows. I n the body 
of the church were outlines of skeletons an d a d ragon, but , being in a decayed 
state, they were not worth prese rving. The chu rch was at that period ( 1826) 
thoroughly pain ted a nd coloured. 

I have a strong belief that when this church was rebuilt, at the 
end of the fourteenth or beginning of the fi~teentb. century, there 
were embattled parapets to the nave, chancel, north and south aisles, 
and porch. They probably became dilapidated, and when the roofs 
were releaded, at the end of the eighteenth or beginning of the 
nineteenth century, it was found that the easiest and cheapest mode 
of repair was to remove the parapets altogether, and continue the 
lead over the walls. This has given the church a mean appearance, 
and I do not believe the present arrangement is in accordance with 
the original de;ign. If these parapets were restored they would add 
very much to the dignity and importance of the whole building. 

The tower is a fine specimen of Perpendicular work, with a noble 
arch connecting it with the nave. The arch of the west doorway is 
pointed, enclosed in a square head very similar in des ign to the 
north doorway, but all the stonework has been encased in cement ; 
the door itself is original, but not so rich in design as the north 
door. Over the doorway is a three-light Perpendicular window, 
modern, and executed in Portland stone. In the ringi ng chamber 
over are four single-light windows, and the belfry is also lighted by 
four three-light windows. The tower is fin ished with a b:.ld 
embattled parapet, with a hexagonal tu rret at each angle, the one 
conta ining the tower steps being somewhat larger than the others. 
Massive beams form the foundation of the spire, which is braced and 
strengthened in every dire.ction and is well worthy of a visit, as it is 

.. 
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really a fine piece of carpentry, and has stoutly withstood the many 
gales to which it must have been subject during the period of its 
existence, and from its exposed position ; the whole is covered with 
copper. From the base of spire and parapet of tower is obtained a 
fine panoramic view of the surrounding country. There are six 
bells; the inside of belfry is faced with rag and other stone and 
flints, of which materials, externally, the whole tower is constructed, 
the walls being 4 feet 6 inches thick on the ground storey, decreasing 
to .ab"out 3 feet in the belfry. On the west face of parapet of stair­
case turret is carved what appears to be a bishop seated with upraised 
hands (Fig. 5) ; .its height from the ground and its peculiar position 
prevents one obtaining a very accurate drawing of it, but the accom­
panying· illustration is as accurate 
a representation as can under 
existing circumstances be obtained. 
There is also on the west face 
of tower, over the string under the 
single-light windows of ringing 
chamber, a stone with the letter 
W reversed cut on it. Repton 
(Gent. Mag., 1828, pt. i, p. 305) 
says : "On the battlements of the 
tower is to be seen R. if., per­
haps the initials of one Richard 
Fermor, who lived in the reign of 
Henry VIII (see M01·ant), and : FIGU~E IN 5TAIRCA3E Tuf.-R.ET 

OF TOWER 
perhaps contributed to the repair FIG. 5. 
of the tower at that period." But 
as the tower was erected one hundred years at least before Henry 
VIII came to the throne, we must seek for some other solution. 
Mr. Fitch suggests that what Repton read as R. if. may possibly be 
R. II, for Richard the Second, in whose reign the tower was most 
probably built. Walking round outside the church we find that 
the south aisles have been rebuilt in brick, as before mentioned ; 
the chancel walls are bu ilt of rubble stone, flint, and septaria, wi th 
one or two fragments of Roman brick. There are also two good 
angle buttresses to chancel. 

The north aisle and porch is built of rubble stone and flint, with 
some modern brick buttresses, the plinth to this aisle is evidence of 
its later construction. 
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I cannot finish my description of the church without alluding to 
the horned hull's head affixed to the apex of the east gable of the 
chancel. 

It is stated in one of the authorities that the head was of lead, 
but, if so, this has been replaced by one of stone, with natural horns 
inserted ; the origin of this very unique termination to the gable end 
of the chancel is lost in obscurity. The monastery in Savoy is said 
to have been called Cornutum Monasterium- the Horned Monastery 
-and this by some is supposed to have been the reason for placing 
horns upon the church. 

Again, the main street in Hornchurch in the time of Henry II 
was called Pell or Pelt Street, from the number of skinners that 
wrought there, Romford also being famous for leathern breeches 
made from the leather produced at Hornchurch ; but this solution 
does not appear satisfactory, and therefore there is a field still left 
open for the imagination of those who are interested in such matters. 

One other matter there is that I should like to draw attention to, 
and that is that, with the exception of the chancel, porch, and ring­
ing chamber windows, all the windows in the church are three-light. 
I cannot but think that this was designedly done, and is not a mere 
coincidence. 

I cannot leave this part of the subject without drawing attention 
to a series of facts which seem to point to the suggestion that the 
Perpendicular portions of the church, especially the tower, were 
built under the immediate supervision of William of Wykeham, if 
not from his designs. 

1st. We find that he purchased this property in the time of 
Richard II, who reigned from 1377 to 1399, and that he endowed 
his college at Oxford with it. Naturally he would take great interest 
in the ecclesiastical buildings of the parish, and no buildir>g would 
be carried out in connection with the church without his con­
currence. 

2nd. The bishop died before 1410. The Perpendicular style 
had been introduced at the end of the reign of Richard II, and the 
architecture is of this period. 

3rd. The carving of a bishop in the act of blessing on the top­
most parapet of tower. 

4th. The letter W observable on the west face of tower. 
The font and other furniture of the church is all modern, not a 

fragment of any ancient internal wood fittings being left. 
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The memorials and fragments of memorials still left, and those 
described as existing in the time of Weever, Salmon, and others, 
but now missing, prove that this church must, at one time, have 
been very rich in brasses and other sepulchral monuments. Weever 
gives the following, which are all gone or not visible: 

I. Hie jacet Henricus filius domini Richardi Arundel mil itis, qui obiit ... 
1412 anno <etatis primo, Cujus ani me propitietur Deus. 

2. Here lyeth Julian Roche wyf of Sir Wi lliam Roche a lderman of London 
who died . . . 1526, and Elizabeth Roche wyf to Sir John Roche, sonne of 
William and daughter of Sir William Forman Knight and alderman. 

Note.-This Sir William Roche was Lord Mayor of London in 1540. 
3· H ere lyeth Katherin the daughter of Sir William Powlet Knyght, wyf of 

William Fermor clerk of the crown . Who died 26 May the second of Henry 
the eight. 

4· Orate pro anima Tho. Seargi le armig . . . 1475 et pro anima Elisabeth, 
uxori s ej us. 

~ 
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Ogborne g ives the following : 
5. Mrs. Bridget Carteret died May 29. 1792 aged 92 and her sister I sabella 

Cavendish d ied July 25. 1792 aged go. 
6. Rev. Francis Shaw, Vicar of this Parish 16g6 and his wife and chi ldren 

(now in church yard). 
7. John Massu died 1807 aged 47· 
8 & g. Rev. Richard Speed B.D. and John Mackrill 1772. 
10. Rev. Francis Pyle A.M. who died 4th Oct. 1758 aged 68. 
Salmon gives the following: 
I r. Three Chi ldren on'Vi iliam Witherings Esq. about 166o . . Thi s fami ly was 

of Nelmes. 
12. Mary, daughter of Thomas Legat of Dagenham Esq. and late wife of 

John Blount Citizen of London died 4 Dec. 1637. 
13. M. S. Ann re et Susannre fil iarum Gulielmi Blarkborne Arm. (Essexiae) 

Comitatus nuper Vice Comitis et Ianooe uxoris delectae. Anna nata I Jan. denata 
25 Jan. 1704. 

14. Here lieth buried by his Father William Drywood of Fobbing, Yeoman, 
he died r6o2. 

15. William Burston, Son of Richard Burston gent. died 1578. 

• 
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16. Hi e jacet Thomas I-Ierde de H ornchurch qui ob. 1486. 
17. Hie jacet Johannes T horo ughood de I-Iornchurch Hall , Arm iger, qui obiit 

9 June 1668. 

The Monuments still existing are as follows : 
I n tlze Tower. 

1. A flat coffin shaped stone with a raised cross thereon on a long shaft, 
resting upon a stepped base (Fig. 6.) T his is late th irteenth century or early 
fourteenLh century. and is probably a memorial of one of the P riors. 

2. A fragment of a very similar co ffin shaped stone of the same date. 
3. O n a slab on floo r on north side of tow~r : 

Here lyeth y' body of George 
T horowgood Esq. Cityze 
& Draper of London who 

departed th is life y' zot" of 
January 1648. 

4· In centre of tower floor : 
T his sacred spot 

conta ins the remains of 
E lizabeth Pitt Letch 

(Daughter of John and E leanor Letch 
la te of Southend, H ornchu rch) 

vVho died March 1 r, I 809 aged 27 yea rs 

A long panegyric much worn follows. 

5· On the south side of tower floor. 
Letetia Reynell 
d ied March 3'"'1 

I 790 
aged 21. 

6. On south wall of tower is an alabaster monument, with a male and female 
fi gure kneeling at a fa ldstool, u nderneath a re the figures of I X Sons and I daughter, 
and below· the followi ng inscription. 

Here lyeth the bod ies of Francis Ram Esq. and H elen h is wife, wh. Francis 
departed March 19, I6I7 of the age of So yea rs and Helen depa rted July I r, r6r 3 
of the age of 58, they li ved together in holy matrimony 40 yeHes hav ing I X Sons 
and one Da ughter. 

T heir godly life and godly end 
Assureth us that gods their [rend 
T hey died in Christ to rise againe 
Death is not losse to them but gaine 
T heir fa ith was strong their ho pe was suer 
T heir charit ie cloth still induer 
Here and in heaven even after death 
For love ends not w'" morta l! breath 
T heir pilgrimage be inge passed well 
Chr ist ca lleth them now in heave to dwell. 

7. U nderneath the last is an a labaster mural monument wi th the fo llowing 
inscri ption : 
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Hie 
jacet Carolus 

Ryvi us Blanfordiae 
Durotrigil natus Iacobo 

potenti ssimo Magnre 
Britannire regi a sacelli s 

sacrre theologire pro 
fessor eximius Ecclessire 
Cornut.:c vic:1rius et col 

legi i Sanctre Mar ix Win 
ton in Oxon io quonda soc i ? 

obiit anno Diii r6ro 
mensis Decembris die 14 
et retatis s'.lre anno so. 

8. On the north wall of tower is an alabaster mural monument, with " 
skeleton effigy of the deceased, and above it the following inscription : 

Sacred 
To the memory of Thomas 
W ithrings Esq. cheife postmaster of 
Great Brittaine & Fon·eigne parts second 
to none for unfathom 'd poll icy unparalleld 
Sagacious & diving genious witness his great 
COITespondency in all parts of y• christia world 
H ere li es inter'd whom God from hence did ca ll 
By speedy summons to hi s fun era l! 
U pan his sacred Day the world by love 
May judge it was to sing hi s praise above 
'\Then on his way unto God's house Love brings 
Him swifter passage upon Angells wings 
F ull spread with zeale whereon hi s soule doth Ay 
To mercies throne in tw inckling of an eye 
This epitaph may all him justly g ive 
Who dies in Christ he dies not but to live 

In Christo mori est vi vere 
Obiit An° Dni. 165 I x tat sure 55 
His sonne and heire with him here doth lye 
Scarce five yeares old but pregnant then did dye 
I-I opefull for virtue of those yeares but a ll 
Both young and old must hence when God doth call 
And happy a re so good exchange to make 
Of this vile world for that to come they ta ke 
Obiit retatis sure an : fere quinto 
Filius sane tali patrre dignissimus 

9· Under thi s is a lso another alabaster mural monument, with the followi ng 

inscription : 
Pire n1 emorice 

Caroli Pratt armigr1 

quem 
Vice comitatu par iter 

ac vita summ a. cum 
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authori tate 
In tegritate 
Fidelitale 

Ano Dni MDCXXIIII retatis 
sure: LV: mensis Febr: V 

perfunctum 
Christus in ccc leste 

habitaculum 
asserui t 

Elizabetha uxor Michael 
filiu s & filire tres 

Cu lachrimis 
posuerunt 

Qui rexit artus spiri tus Pratti lev is 
Exivit hinc ad rethera 
Animre & sepulchru dulce depos itu Deo 
Reddens suo est hie conditu 
Quod corpori anima corp , hoc tumulo dedit 
Hinc spirat hinc vivat lapis 
Dabit exigenti rursus at corp, animre 
Suprema cu veniet dies. 

On the floor of the chancel are the following memorials : 
ro. A Purbeck slab, 8ft. long by 3 ft . 7 in. in which were the following brasses, 

now reaved. 

· Two semi-effigies of Priests (apparently), between them a floriated cross with 
long stem continued down to a stepped base at bottom of slab, above the heads 
of the effigies were three shields, in a border round the slab is the following 
in scription in Lombardic characters, only two of the orig inal brass letters being 
left. 

SIRE BONEFACE DE HART CHANNOI NE 

DE OSTE GIST !Cl DEU DE SA ALME 

EYT MERCI. 

This Memorial is puzzling. The inscription, as I read it, limi ts it to S ir 
Boniface de Hart, Canon D'Oste, but to whom does the other effigy belong? The 
two matrices are identical in shape, and are apparently the heads of two Civilians 
or two Ecclesiastics. T he matrix of the cross between them is good evidence in 
favour of their being Ecclesiastics. The shields are in ·favour of the Civi lian 
theory, but it was by no means unusual for a Shield to be on the memorial of a 
Priest. 

I I. There are fragments of another slab with portions of an inscription in 
similar characters, but too much mutilated to decipher. There a re three brass 
pla tes now fixed on to one stone, but orig inally no doubt on separate slabs. 

I2. The epitaph of J ames Pollexfen borne at Yeampton in Dev6 I Bacheler of 
the Civi ll Lawes and one of the fe llowes of S" Mary I Colledge in Oxford who was 
Auditor and Steward of the same I Colledge and tooke to wife Katheryn Barefoote 
one of the daugh I ters of James and A li ce Barefoote of N orthlye in Oxfordeshiere I 
and by her had Issue six sonnes and two daughters a nd died the I XXVIII daye of 
September An ' I 587 in the xliiii yere of his age. I 
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H ere lyeth he that learned was a lawyer by profession 
vVise in his workes just in hi s deedes an hater of oppression 
His vertues rare were noe defence gainst death's most dryry dart 
Which soone (alas) to friends to soone pearst h is most fa ithful! hart 
Noe friend more true done what he saide h is worde as good as land 
He gave his hart with stedfast faith to whom he gave hi s hande 
Though ·cruel death h is life made short and sou le from body parted 
Yet still shall live hi s worthinesse in friend s that are true harted. 

13. Here lyeth the bodye of Homphry Drywod 
by his brother Thomas Drywod whose Gran 

father . lieth hard by them who decesed the 
first of June in the yea re I 595 when he had 
lived 58 yeares where of in honorable state 
of matrimonye were spent XXV fii yeres 

with Parnell hi s wife havinge but one 
daughter named An whos Father and Mother 

lieth in y• South Chansell of this Church. 
q. Here lyeth buried Peerce Pennante Esquire serv~nte 

to our late soveraigne Lord Kyne-e Edwarde y' syxte 
. and Queene Mary and a lso one of the gentlemen 

usshers in ordynary the space of two and thi rt ie 
yeres to our Soveraigne Ladie Queene Elizabeth 
which sa id Peerce deceased the thirtethe daye of 

November in the yere of our Lorde God 1590 
being of the age of thresc0re and tenne yeres. 
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I 5. On the same stone are brasses of two lad ies wearing large hats of the 
period of James I. Also a separat'e group of fi ve g irl s, and a shield with a 
chevron . 

I6. 

I 7· 

Hie jacet 
Edvardus Jackman de I-Iacton Armiger 

qu i dum vixit (ut longocvam vitam duxit) 
Extitit Deo Devolus 

Proximo charus 
Amico fidelis 
Patrioc utilis 

Omni bus desiderabilis 
Qtw senescente consenuit mun 

El ipso moriente n1ortua est gentis 
Obii t 

An no verbi incarnati 1650 
Tertio Nouas Decembris. 

Tn memory of 
Mrs. R am only daughter 

of William Hawk ins Esq. Serj. at La w 
married Humphreys Ram Esq . 

...... County of Wexford in Ireland 
...... of May 1738 had five sons and 
...... ur daughters Died in London 

I6 Oct. · 1769 aged 56. 
(This inscription is partly covered by choir seats) . 

c 

• 
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l n a Vault underneath this Stone 
lies interred the body of the 

Rig;ht Honorable Thomas Clutterbuck Esq. 
Treasurer of the Navey 

in the reign of King George the second 
He marryed Henrietta Daughter of the late 

R ight Honorable Lord Huntingtower and sister 
to the present R ight Honorable Earl of Dysart 

by whom he left th:ee daughters 
Harriot Claranna and Chariot. 

He dyed the 23"1 day of November 1742 
in the 46 year of his age. 

19. Also on slab a brass plate with following inscription: 
Ecce nunc in pulvere jaceo 

Sed scio quod redemptor 
meus vivit. 

T hen the effigies, man and hi s wife in civil costume, below thi s another brass 
plate with the fo llowing inscription: 

Here lyeth the body of Thomas 
Drywod who changed this life the 

r6 . day of Marche in the yeare of grace 
rsgr when he had lived LVII yeares 

whereof in honorable matrimony w<h Ann 
his wife wear spent xxvrrr yeares. 

20. Also on another brass plate on slab : 
Sicut in die honeste ambulemus 

Here lyeth buryed y' body of Thomas 
Hone of Garolens, Gent, who died y• 7 

of Septemb r6o4 being of y• age of 
6 3 having had 6 sonns and 6 daughters 

Below are six effi g ies in brass of the 6 sons and 6 da ughters. 

21. Also on Aat stone the fo llowing inscription: 
D'. Johes Sudbury 

de lngatstone in corn. Essex Bar'"' 
obiit 27 Marti i r6gr 

Anno retat 31, et 

22. Sub hoc marmore jacet 
Duxit in uxorem & post se reliquit 

Bridgettam 
Fil iam un ic:1m Diii. Thomre Exton 

J\11i" et Legum Drill 

Ex qua suscepit Annam 
unicam prolem 

Qure quidem Anna 
ro Sept. r6gr 

sat is etiam cess it 
& hie sepulta est 

etat 3 an. 
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In the chancel are also fragments and matrices of several other 
brasses. 

23. T here is a slab under the arcade between chancel and north a isle with 
the matrices of a brass effigy a nd of fo ur circular p lates a ll reaved , but the following 
inscription still ex ists: 

Orate p 'ala magri Georgi i Reede* utriusque juris baccalarii quoda m i£tiuS 
eccl ie Vicarii qui obiit XXV die februari i an• dfii M0 V 0 tr icessimo, cujus anime 
propiciet Deus. Amen. (On a label) Jhu fi li .... misere mei. 

24. There is a lso under the same arcade an Altar T omb (fig . 7.) wh ich is fully 
descri bed in Chancellor's Sepulclwal JJfommzmts of Essex. T he north and south sides 
a re divided into three panels, each panel con ta ining a cusped quatrefoil inclosing 
a shield , the west end has one similar panel with shield. Three of the shields are 
fsa ble] a lion rampant [o r ~ colla red [gules] between three crosses fo rmy of the 

.. ~ .. • ~&.,'--l......_.._......_ _ _ _._ __ ..._ __ ..._ __ .._,w.w~':":,...c-.._--l,c~...oc."'-.,-.. ..,-,.+-F•~ 

FIG. 7· AYLOFFE TOMB . 

second. Ayloffe. T wo other Sh ields. Ayloffe impaling [argent] a chevron between 
three lozenges ermine. Shawe or Shaa. O ne other shield S haa impaling .. . 
a fess engra iled ... between th ree cinquefoils .. . and the other Shield [a rgent J 
on a cross [sable J a leopard 's head [or J in dexter chief a crescent for difference. 
Bruges or Bridges impalin g Ayloffe. The brass legend from the top slab is gone, 
but Symonds in his notes at Hera ld 's College g ives it as follows : 

T aken fro m y" ve ry brass. 
Off yo charite py for the sou le of WiJlm Ayloffe 

gentylman owner of the man6 of Bretensse yn the County 
of Essex within the Lordshippe of Havering of the Bower. 
And a lso owner of grete Braksted w"' diversse other to him 

* George Reede, Vicar of H ornchurcb by will dated 23 Feb. rs3o-r & prov. 2 Mar. r s3r-2 
desired "to be buried in the Church of S. Andrew, Hornchurch before the Altar of Jesus !n the 
same Church. " (See T rans. Essex A,-clueol. Soc. , N.S., vol. ii , p. 362 ; r884.) 
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belonging. Which Willm weddyed Audrey daught to S' . 
John Shawe Knight & Alderman of London et had 3 
Children by the sa id Audrey. W iJlm Thomas et Agnes 

\vhich decessid the Xth day of August y" yea r of 
0 Lord God MV•XVII the I X th yeare of the Raign of King 

Henry VIII. And lyeth buryed under thi s stone. On 
whose soule and all chri sten soules Thee have mercy. 

A nd for yo charite say a PaterNoster & Ave. 

2 S· On the north wall of chancel is a marble tablet supported by 
angels with bas-reliefs of the profiles of the deceased by the 
celebrated sculptor Flaxman, with the following inscription : 

Thi s Monument 
was erected by Henry 
and Dorothy Askew in 
g rateful remembrance 

of Richd Spencer 
Esq ' who died Dec. the IS"' 

1784 aged 68 years 
also 

Maria Eliz"' Spencer 
his wife who died April the 8•h. 

I 772 aged 5 I years. 

26. On the north wall of north chancel a isle is a monument in alabaster 
with the effig ies of the deceased and hi s lady, kneeling at a faldstool under a 
canopy with curta ins drawn by two female figures , the whole surmounted by a 
panel with coat of arms, with the following inscription underneath : 

s 
To the happy memory_ of Richard Blakstone 

als Blaston gent. eldest son of Thomas of 
Brabrook e in y• county of Northampton G 

Reposed in thi s sacred dust cloth lye 
A true & fayre =sett Copy how to dye 
Whose st rict & wel inst ructed life did g ive 
A rare example how to li ve 
His righ teous sou le was a rell igious shrine 
Of virtues moral and Di vine. 
Well seasoned knowledg learning and y• arts 
Inricht hi s soule w•h hon or, and such parts 
As jeuwell like, the Vncurious vulgar eyes 
Could rather wonder at, then prize : 
H e us'd the world, as of the world bereiven ; 
His stage was earth, hi s scean was heaven : 
Thus ripe for heav'n in worldly cares involve! 
He liv 'd rellig ious, and he dyed Resolv'd. 

· He dyed 2 of September, 
in y• yeare of hi s Lord 1638 

of hi s age 62. 

27. On the east wall of south chancel is an alabaster monument represent-
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ing a man in civil costume with ruff, kneeling at a faldstool, with the following 
inscription : 

Humfrey Pie Citizen and writer of the Courte 
letters of London-attorney of the Common Pleas 
who died a bachelor 22nd October r627 aged 57· 

28. On the south wall of south a isle is a marble monument to Francis 
Prujean, with the following Latiu inscription : 

Franciscus Prujean 
M"" Doctor, et eques a uratus 

heic sepultus est 
Vir medicime Dogmaticre et empiricre 

juxta sciens 
et, 

ad banc artem suam paulo serviorem temperandam ; 
indeptus, J usus v ice, Liberalem 

prorsus, Benicilli, Torni , 
ac lyr<e peritiarn, 

In terea, 
Ipse rnediocorurn Londinensiurn Prreses diu at princeps, 

in isto Collegio, unigenitum Filhnn suum, raro 
exemplo, habuit socium quo post defuncto, et cum 

matre Margareta ex antiqua Legattorum stirpe 
heic condito, jacturarn tantam, utcunq ue 

resarcivit spes duorum superstitum nepo tum 
quos avus supremis tabulis in spem 

n1ajorem, agris, nummis, libris, 
et cemeli is, abunde, d itavit. 

Summatium cupis habere, Lector omn ia , 
qure in Prujeani nomine, primam facit prudentia, syllabam : 

Hrec porro, in tota hominis vita, utramq3 fecit paginam 
Deinq3 

Inte r promptissima obsequia secundre uxoris sure, 
nobilissimce e Gorgesiorum gente, matronre ; 

priche D : Baptistre, anno r666. 
placide expiravit. 

Mea quidem morte, totiesq 3 fugata, tum demum factus minor; 
Cum Autumni ferme septies deni, virtutem pristinam 

exhausissant 
Nee vere minor: cum mox secutos urbis deAagrationis 
Tot diros dies, quasi usus morte, evase rit. 

On the wall of south aisle are also the following marble 
monuments: 

zg. To the memory 
of 

:\lrs . Alice Aylett 
who lyeth interred 

in a Vatilt 
ne~r thi::; 
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Monument 
she died 

the utb September 
1731 

aged 68 years. 
Marble monument : 

30. William Henry R eynell A.l\1. 
di ed 1811' Jan 1809 

aged 68 
and Thomas R eynell his son 

who died 18'" Sept. 1793 
aged 5 months. 

Marble monument : 

31. In memory of 
Martba Reynell 

widow of the R ev. W . Hen' Reynell 
late Vicar of th is Parish 

who died the 30'" October 1813 
aged 54 years 

Also Waiter their only surviving ~bild 

who died the 16th September 1824 
aged 29 years. 

Other mural slabs in south aisle are : 
32. One to Otbo Hami lton who died Mar. 14. I 8II aged 88. 
33. One to Sarah, wife of J ohn Cooper d ied 27 April 1828 aged 43· 
John Cooper died 23 Aug. 1844 aged 63. 

There are also mural slabs to the memory of 
34· Daniel George Stacey who died in 1863 after being Vicar of this Pari>h 

for 32 years. 
35· Thomas Mashiter H igh Steward of Havering-atte-Bower who d ied in 

1862 aged 83 . 
36. William Mashiter who died in I 8II, and to hi s wife Blandinah who died 

m 1834 aged 92 years. 
37. Betsy wife of Thomas Mashiter who died in 186o aged 62 years. 
38. J oh n Mashi ter who d ied in 1831. 

In the north aisle is a marble mural slab : 

39· T o W illiam Tru ston 
died 20 July 1839 

aged 78 years 
also to E li zabeth Truston 

widow of above 
died 10 Oct. 1865. 

aged 8 7 years. 

40 . .'\ lso slabs to .1. Bearblock, Clerk, who died 1841 
41. f\nd to Mary I-lugesson who died 1852. 

The Registers commence in 1576. 
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The Ist Entry of Baptism is dated IS January, I5 j 6, of Elizabeth 
Shonk, daughter of Richard and .. . . ..... Shonk. 

Under date April q, I6o3, is the baptism of Joan Marsh 
daughter of John Marsh borne in the Church Porch. 

The ISt E ntry of Marriages is dated zo Fe bY, I 5 76, but is 
undecipherable. 

The I st Entry of Burials is 4 Jan., I57 6, of John Blackmore. 
In the Register Book, under date 2I December, I6I8, is a 

memorandum of an agreement about the rent of some land in the 
parish ; one of the signatures is that of William Ayloff. This 
William Ayloffwas created a baronet in I6Iz, and was a descendant 
of the William Ayloffe whom the altar tomb in chancel com­
memorates. 

NAME. 

J ohn Fowler 
vVill iam Wayfer 
J ohn Rosson 
W ill iam Sayer 
J effrey Ken church 
Wi lliam Lowe 
Thomas Skipwith 
W illiam Hokyll 
George Reede 
T homas Duke 
R ichard Wh ite 
T homas Stempe 
Will iam Walker 
*J ohn Me ri ck 
W ill iam Lambert 
Ral ph Hall. 
T homas Barker 
Charles R yves 
Josiah W hi te 
Robert Polden 
T homas Man 
W ill iam W hitaker 
John J ohnson 
Matthew Lacock . 
Michael Wells 
Francis Shaw 
T homas Roberts . 
H enry T.evitt 
F ranci s Pyle 
vVill i:un l-J arris 

LIST OF V ICARS. 

DATE OF APPO I NTMENT. 

1417 
1422 
1423 
1430 
1434 
1475 
1478 
1487 
1494 
1531 
1540 
1554 
1557 
1570 
1574 
1592 
1595 
1597 
16II 
1623 
!632 
1648 
!655 
1656 
r6s8 
r686 
1696 
I 72 I 
1725 
175 8 

• Arterwan..ls Bishop of ~oJor and Man. 

PATRONS . 

:.lew College, Oxford 
do. 
do. 
do . 
do. 
do . 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do . 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do . 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do, 
Jo. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
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N A :O.lE , 

Robcrt S peed 
l'l' il\ iam Henry R eyne\ 1 
William Blai r 
John W a lker 
Daniel George Stacey . 
Thomas [-] enry Griffi th 
R obert J ohnson . 
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D ATE OF A PI'OlNTr-.li! NT . 

!762 
!786 
!8!0 
!8 tg 
! 83 ! 
!863 
!878 

l'A T ROI'\5. 

do. 
do . 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

OLD WEST HAM AND . ITS 
NEIGHBOURHOOD. 

BY THE LATE J. A. SP ARV E L-EAYLY, B.A. 

" B reathes there the ma n with soul so dead, 
vVho never to himself hath m id, 

This is my own , my na ti ve land ?" 

M ORANT says, and rightly so, that in Saxon, if not in Roman 
1 times, the highway from London into the eastern parts of 
England passed very near what is now known as the Broadway, 
Stratford. It crossed the river Lea at the place still known as Old 
Ford, and from this road or street by the ford is derived the name 
of the modern town of Stratford. It probably soon branched off, 
the one way lead ing through the forest to the ford in the wood, 
where Woodford Bri dge is now; another tending more to the east, 
and passing the river Roden by the hill ford. This latter road is 
mentioned in the A cta Sanctorum, in connect ion with the removal 
of the body of St. Erkenwald, in the year 68 5, from Barking to 
London. This saint was the fourth Bishop of London, and founder 
of the great abbey at Barking, where he died when on a visit to his 
sister h:thelburga, the first abbess. It appears that a violent 
quarrel arose respecting his place of sepulture. " After great strife, 
they of London took up the body and bare it towards London ; and 
as they wen t there fe ll a great tempest, and so much water at Ilford 
that they might not pass." Here the quarrel was renewed, until , 
" after many words it was suggested to the people to seek the 
direction of God. And all the people consented thereto, and kneeled 
down and prayed devoutly ; and as they were in praytr they saw the 
water di vided; like as it did to Moses in the Red Sea; and likewise 
God gave a dry path to the people of London for to convey this 
holy body through the water to the city, and anon they took up the 
body with great honour and reverence, and by one assent they bare 
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it through the path, the water standing up on every side, and the 
people not wetting their feet. And so they came to Stratford, and 
set down the bier in a fair mead all full of flowers." 

vVeever, in his Funeral Monuments, published in I63I, says: 
"Queen Maud, wife of Henry I, passing over the river of Ley at 
Ou ldforde, hardly escaped danger of drowning, after which she 
gave order that a lit tle beneath, at Stratforde, there should be a 
bridge made over the water." The district through which this old 
road passed was called by the Saxons Hame or Ham, meaning 
"home or village." It included the whole of the present parishes 
of East and \'Vest Ham, marsh, arable, and forest. The marshes in 
East Ham were available property during the Saxon Heptarchy, 
because K ing Offa endowed the monastery of St. Peter, Westminster, 
with two hides of land in Hame, containing one carucate of arable. 
In 1542 this property of the Dean and Chapter of Westminster was 
described as a farm in the marshes of East Ham, near Barking, and 
later on it included the pleasure gardens at North Woolwich. 

From the Domesday Book we learn that in the time of Edward 
the Confessor, two Saxon freemen-Alestan and Leured-held each 
a manor in Hame, and that Edwin the Priest possessed a small 
estate adjacent to that of Leured. In Ham, therefore, were located 
at least two Saxon gentlemen, and a former tenant of vVestminster 
Abbey. For Edward the Priest there was doubtless a presbytery, 
and probably a church. The silence of the Domesday Book by no 
means proves that a church did not exist at East Ham, for several 
churches of undoubted Saxon origin still stand in places which are 
not stated in that invaluable record to have possessed ·such a 
building. Indeed, the architecture of some parts of East Ham Church 
certainly permits the idea that a portion of that most interesting 
edifice may have existed at this early date. Though there is un­
doubtedly Norman work in the Church of All Saints, West Ham, 

. that edifice is not mentioned until the twelfth century, when it is 
alluded to in a charter granted by Richard I. We learn also from 
this document that the monks of \;1,7est Ham possessed a grange 
near the Frith, or Wood, and that heath land affording pasture for a 
large number of sheep lay between the Frith and Waltham~tow. In 
vVanstead Flats we see the remnant of this heath, whi lst the situation 
of the Frith is indicated by · the :Manor of Ham Frith or Wood 
Grange, now commemorated by important streets. 

In · the year II8z the distinction between East and West Ham 
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first occurs, and in the same document Stratford is mentioned as 
"the place of the said Abbot which is called Stratforde in West 
Ham. " The woods of East and West Ham are frequently named 
in subsequent deeds, and the heath, with pasture for 8oo sheep in 
Ham Frith, is also mentioned. In I 2 53 a weekly market was 
granted by the third Henry to Richard de Montfichet, to be held at 
\Vest Ham on Wednesdays; and also an annual fair to extend over 
four days. When Richard de Montfichet died childless, towards the 
close of Henry's reign, his three sisters became his heirs, and each 
lady appears to have takep her third of every lordship or manor 
belonging to the deceased nobleman. The youngest sister was 
Philippa, wife of Hugh de Plaiz, and her portion became the Manor 
of Plaiz, and Plaiztow, or Plaistow, the seat of De Plaiz, derives its 
name from them. Plaistow, therefore, under its present name, did 
not exist before 1267. Mediceval West Ham derived all its im­
portance from the great Cistercian Abbey, founded by William and 
Margaret de Montfichet in the twelfth century. The only object then 
existing which we should at all recognise would be the church. That 
stands where it did, and where it has stood for perhaps a thousand 
years, and it is no small matter, and no small privilege, that we can 
to-day worship where our fathers have done for more than ten 
centuries. But the church has changed somewhat in appearance ; 
six hundred years ago it had, as now, a tower, but that tower was 
plainer and lower than the present one. The windows were smaller 
and narrower, though probably most of them were filled with painted 
glass ; and the inside walls were bright and warm with colour, for 
they were covered with paintings representing scenes from the Bible 
and stories from the lives of the saints. Such pictures were in no 
case intended as objects of reverence or worship, but were in the 
absence of printed books used for the purposes of instruction, that 
the people might see and read in them the story of the life and 
death of the Saviour, and the events recorded in the Gospels. 
There was no pulpit and no reading-desk. A preaching parson­
one who regularly exhorted his people, or expounded to them the 
Scriptures-would have been regarded as a wonder. Very few 
vicars of that period ever wrote or composed a sermon--sometimes 
they scarcely understood the Latin prayers they mumbled. On the 
rare occasions when the parson addressed his congregation he did so 
from the steps of the altar, and that altar was much more or.namented 
than now it is. There were always some large wax tapers upon it, 
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which were lit on festivals and great occasions, and over it there 
hung a small lamp which was kept alight night and day, and must 
have been the seurce of intense anxiety to the unfortunate vicar, fo r 
it was his first duty to look to it in the morning, and his last to trim 
it at night. 

As for the houses they were squalid enough. The hall or manor 
house, surrounded by a moat, was probably built in great part of 
timber, for the art of making bricks seems to have been utterly lost 
in England for some hundreds of years. The poorer houses were 
dirty hovels, built anyhow of rough flints, timber, and plaster, some­
times covered with thatch, and sometimes with turf. None of them 
had chimneys, and the hole in the roof which let out the smoke 
rendered windows unnecessary. Even in the houses of the rich 
glass windows were rare. In many cases oiled linen cloth served to 
admit a feeble semblance of light, and to keep out the rain, wind, 
and snow. Behind most of the houses might be seen a croft or 
paddock, an orchard, or a small garden. But the contents of the 
gardens were very different from the vegetables we see now. There 
were, perhaps, a few cabbages, onions, parsnips, and carrots, but the 
potato had never been heard of. In the orchard were some apple, 
pear, and plum trees, perhaps even a cherry tree and a few walnuts. 
And as for the dress of the poorer classes, it was hardly dress at all. 
Few labourers, male or female, had more than a single garment, 
and that a kind of tunic leaving the arms and lower part of the legs 
bare. It was fastened round the waist by a girdle of rope or leather, 
in which a man carried a knife, to use sometimes in hacking his 
coarse black bread, and sometimes for stabbing his neighbour ; for 
in those days murder and bloodshed were fearfully common . There 
was no civilising influence, no parson's wife to speak a kind word to 
the poor parishioners, no clergyman's daughter to teach the little 
ones at Sunday school. Tobacco was unknown, so that when a 
man sat himself down with his mug of beer he had nothing to do 
but drink, for he had no pipe to divert hi s attention from his beer. 
P robably that beer was more wholesome than that which he would 
buy now, for anyone who pleased might then brew beer without tax 
or licence, and everybudy who was at all able to do so did brew his 
own beer to his own taste. Tea and co ffee were undreamt of, and 
wine was the rich man's beverage. 

Generally speaking, the lower classes in rural E ngland had little 
amusement or excitement ; but the good folk of West Ham, six or 
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seven hundred years ago, were more highly favoured, for they had' 
ahvays plenty of excitement-perhaps too much. During the siege 
of London, in ·the · summer of 1267, Henry Ill with his court and 
army were located for two months at Stratford. · "Upon three weeks 
after Easter the King came to Ham, three miles from London, and 
was lodged himself in the ·Abbey of the White Monks of Stratford. 
Hither came unto him the Leg'lte [Cardinal Ottabini] soon after, and 
was lodged in the same abbey; where for straitness ·of lodging his 
horses and mules were stabled within the cloister of the said abbey. 
Then the King's host made daily assaults upon the city of London." 
Prince Edward, afterwards Edward I , the Counts of Boulogne and 
St. Pol, with many other noblemen, were with the king and legate 
during the months of May and June that the siege lasted. During 
this long period little privacy or solitude fell to the lot of the good 
monks and other inhabitants of \Vest Ham. And we may be sure 
that the people frequently trooped up what is now known as West 
Ham Lane, full of excitement, to witness the passing of bands of 
pilgrims on their way to the various shrines, or the processions of 
great ecclesiastical dignitaries to and from London. 

In 1324 Stratford had become a place of sufficient importance 
for Aylmer de Valence, Earl of Pembroke, to hold there the highly 
important Court of Pleas for the Forest; and in r636 the Forest 
Courts were again held there. Charles I desired to revive the old 
forest laws in the hope, as is supposed, to obtain a revenue inde­
pendent of Parliament. On this occasion Henry Rich, Earl of 
Holland, presided, and was assisted by four judges. Heath, the 
then Attorney-General, attempted to prove the boundaries from 
Stratford to Colchester, contrary to the perambulations made in the 
reign of Edward I. The county in general appeared to oppose this, 
but the judges broke up the court. Such discontent ensued that 
in the following year another "Justice Seat" was held at Stratford 
before the same judges, who confirmed their former unjust decision 
without relaxation or abatement. Before this court rose the Solicitor­
General demanded in the name of the Crown that the fences should 
be kept no higher than a doe and her fawn could go over. Such a 
regulation , enforced from Bow Bridge to Colchester, would, it is said, 
have destroyed the agriculture of half the county. Thus was 
enacted at Stratford one of those fatal mistakes of the reign of 
Charles I, that produced the Civil War, led to ·his death, and the 
ultimate fall of his dynasty. 



OLD WEST HAM AND · ITS NEIGHBOURHOOD. 45 

Onthe 27th of Jun e, rss6, Stratford witnessed one of the most 
. dreadful scenes attendant upon the . Maryan persecution, for on that 
day eleven men and two women were publicly burnt in one fire 
upon the piece of ground now occupied by the church of St. John 
the Evangelist in the Broadway. Their names were Henry Adling­
ton, Lawrence Parnam, Henry vVye, \Villiam Hallywell, Thomas 

. Bowyer, George Searles, Edmund Hurst, Lyon Cawch, Ralph 
J ackson, John Derifall, John Routh, Elizabeth Pepper, and Agnes 

. George. At Aldgate, they were early in the morning delivered to 
the Sheriff of Essex, " and then pinioned and placed in three .carts, 
and so commenced their _last sad journey." The strongly guarded 
cavalcade moved through Whitechapel, along Mile End, to Stratford, 
where more than zo,ooo persons had assembled to witness the 
dreadful scene. "The eleven men were tied to three stakes and the 
two women placed loose in the midst, and so they were all burned 
in one fire, with so much love to one another that it made all the 
lookers-on marvel." Sturdy . \Villiam H arris of Cricksea, who was 
that year High Sheriff of Essex, must have had a most unenviable 
office to discharge, when, "alarmed by the signs of sympathy on the 

. part of the people at the sight of the sufferers, he ordered the light 
to be applied to the huge pile of wood and rushes, uttering the 
words : 'God knoweth best when His corn is ripe.' " 

In the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries West Ham became 
the favourite resort of the wealthy citizens of London, who built 
fine and commodious . mansions to which they betook themselves 
after business hours. During the Great Plague of I 66 s-6, the 
merchants of London held their exchange in a room in what is 
now called Tlze Spotted Dog at U pton. In commemoration of this 
circumstance, a painting of the City arms is still preserved on a wall 
of that famous hostelry. 

It is not generally kn own that in the eighteenth century Stratford 
boasted the possession of a celebrated .china manufactory, producing 
ware of the finest quality, specimens of which now command most 
extravagant prices. In 1744 "Thomas Frye, of the parish of West 

. Ham, in conjunction with one Edward Heylyn, took out a patent 
for a new method of manufacturing a certain material, whereby a 
ware might be made of the same· nature and kind, and equal to, if 
not exceeding in goodness and beauty, china . or porcelain ware 
imported from abroad." The patent, which was for fourteen years, 
bore date from the 6lh of December, 1744, and the specification 
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was duly enrolled on the s th of April, I 7 45· Frye was an artist of 
considerable skill , who is said to have come to London in I 7 38, and 
soon afterwards to have painted a portrait of Frederick Prince of 
Wales for the Saddlers' Company. A very curious and beautiful 
inkstand made at these works, and formerly in the possession of the 
present writer, bears the words, "Made at New Canton, I75o." 
Another, in the Museum of Practical Geology, is dated one year 
later, and bears a similar inscription. The marks used were various, 
sometimes incised, and are often difficult to distinguish from those 
upon Chelsea ware. \;~,Then the works were closed through pecuniary 
difficulties, several of the workmen went to Scotland to work at a 
china manufactory in the neighbourhood of Edinburgh. 

DANIEL DEFOE, THE TILE-MAKER 
OF TILBURY, ESSEX. 

BY GEORGE DAY, F.R.M.S. 

NOT as the tile-maker of Tilbury, in Essex, will Daniel Defoe 
live in the generations to come, but rather as the writer of 

Robinson Crusoe, which book some of us in our younger days 
literally devoured, until Crusoe and his man Friday became almost 
living realities. 

It has been said, and truly, that Defoe was a writer of genius 
who has a distinct grievance against the world, which will persist 
in regarding him as a man of one book, whilst his many other 
writings have been almost neglected for two centuries. He was 
a most prolific writer, and many of the products of his pen are 
worthy of consideration, such as the Memoirs if a Cavalier, Captain 
Singleton, the wonderful history of his entitled A Journal of the 
Plague Year (I66s), and the numerous political pamphlets and 
rhymed satires. Daniel Defoe is one of whom Essex should be 
proud, for the county had much to do with this remarkable man. 

The name of Foe is said to be of Norman origin, and for 
centuries there was a family of that name in Warwickshire. This 
we learn from Defoe himself, who, speaking of the ancient castle 
of \;l,larwick, says: 

H ere we saw the ancient cell , or hermitage, where they say the famous Guy 
Earl of \ 'Var\\'ick ended his days in a pri vate retreat for his devotions, and is 
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from him call ed Guy 's C lift, by others Gib C lift. 'Tis now, as Mr. Camden gives 
a n account, which Mr. Dugdale confirms, the pleasant seat of an ancient Norman 
family of the name of De Bean Foe, whose posterity remain there, a nd in several 
other parts of the county, retaining the latter part of their sirname but without 
the former to this day. Mr. Dugdale g ives the monuments of them; and it 
appears they removed hi ther, on account of some marriage, from Seyton in 
Ru tlandshire, where they were lords of the manor and patrons of the church, 
a nd where severa l of the name still remain." (Tour through Great Britain 

(1724), vol. ii , ]Xtge 129). 

Whether Defoe was entitled to claim a remote affinity to this 
family is uncertain ; but his immediate ancestors moved in a more 
humble sphere, and possessing only a slender patrimony, following 
the pursuits of trade. But what he wanted in titles of honour and 
the gift of fortune, was plentifully supplied by many other excellences, 
which make perhaps less noise, but are the more beneficial for 
examples. 

Daniel was the son of J ames Foe, a butcher in Cri pp legate, St. 
Giles; he was born in that parish in 1661, hut his name does not 
appear on the parish register ; no doubt this may be accounted for by 
the fact that his parents were nonconformists, and that the rite of 
baptism was performed by their own minister, whose religious views 
excluded him from the use of that document, and, also, the rector of 
St. Giles was of the number of those ejected during the reign of 
Charles II, forcing him to transfer his preachings to a small meeting 
house in Little St. Helens, Bishopsgate, to which place a number of 
his flock migrated, and amongst them, the Foes, which name was 
afterwards added to by Daniel, in the year I 703, by the prefix De, but 
for what reason is not known. Daniel's father, it is supposed, died 
in needy circumstances. The boy was educated at a school on 
Newington Green, kept by Charles Morton, another of the ejected 
ones, and in his writings Defoe speaks well of this academy, although 
no details are to hand of the life he led. Whatever his studies were, 
he here laid the foundation of the knowledge of which he afterwards 
boasted in answer to Swift, who called him a "stupid, illiterate 
scribbler." 

From the circumstances of his embarking in trade the enemies of 
De foe-and he had many-for want of some better ground, attacked 
him in this way, and spoke of him as a person of "no education." 

Defoe replied to such : 

The enemies of peace are not a few : and he that preaches a doctrine, men 
care not to follow, when t hey ca nnot object to the subject, they will against the 
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man. "He is no scholar, " s~ys one, t h~ t ' s true ; " he W8.s apprenticed to a 
hosier/' says another, that's false; " and, therefore mu st know no Latin." Excel­
len t log ic this! Those gentl emen who reproach my learning applaud their own, 
shall have it proved that I have more learning than a ll ; because I have more 
man ners. I have no concern to tell Dr. Brown I can read Engl ish; nor to tell 
Ylr. Tutchin I understand Latin ; Non ita Lati11us sum ut Latine !oqui. 

The writers of those days observed but littl e decorum m their 
language. One ofhis opponents, Defoe says-

makes merry him self with me, that I stand in need of a log ician to mend my 
arguments, and a grammarian to mend my Latin . [ wi sh th is mirth may ca lm his 
tem per, and I will not make myself amends upon him by telling hi m, that he can 
mend neither for me; that I am master of as many languages as him self, an d may 
l1 ~ve forgotten as much Latin, as some may have learnt; because I have no m ind 
to quarrel, or put any man into a ferment. 

Defoe could speak French with ease, and he understood Latin, 
Greek, Spanish, and Italian ; so it will be seen that his education 
was by no means superfic ial, and that he had been well looked after. 
He also knew mathematics, and was well versed in geography, 
modern hi story, and knew something of the commercial conditions 
of other countries. 

A characteri stic anecdote is related of him, which will serve to 
show the kind of youth he was. During that part of the reign of 
Charl es II when the nation was under strong apprehensions of a 
Popish government, and religious persons were the victims of 
Protestant persecutions, it be.ing expected that printed Bibles would 
become rare, or locked up in an unknown tongue, many honest 
people, struck with alarm, employed themselves in copying the Bible 
into shorthand, that they might not be destitute of its consolations 

1in the hour of calamity. To this task Daniel Defoe employed bim-
self, and be tell s us that "he . worked like a borse till he bad 

. written out the whole of the Pentateucb, when he grew so tired that 
he was willing to risk the rest." 

Being at .one time intended for the Church, he entered upon 
. theological and philosophi~al · studies to that end, hut owing to the 
unsettled condition of religious matters with Church and dissent, he 
gave up the idea, and entered upon a commercial career. 

In r685 he went into business, and on 26th January, r687, be­
came a liveryman of the city of London. He was never a hosier, 
as so often stated, but a hose-factor-a kind of middleman between 
manufacturer and retailer. But long ere this he began to use his 
pen-his first effort was on the occasion of the Turkish war. In 
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this he was against the popular feeling, which fact embittered many 
against him. His next attempt was the curious-and now very rare 
- pamphlet entitled Speculum Crape gown-onon, or a looking-glass 
for the young academickc;; New Foyl'd, with reflections on some of 
the late high-flown sermons, to which is added, An Essay Towards 
a Sermon of the Newest Fashion, by a guide to the inferior Clergie. 
R identum discere verum Quis vetat. London. (Pri nted for E. 
Rydal), r682. 

This book, from its statements, almost ruined the crape trade of 
our Eastern counties, as Defoe coupled crape gowns with clerical 
inferiority, so that the clergy of the Church of England di scarded 
for ever the universal use of crape for waistcoats, cassocks, gowns, 
etc. 

The whole pamphlet-:-which is a wonderful production-was 
simply a burlesque on a work written by Dr. Eachard, giving 
valuable advice to the clergy of the Church. This happened about 
the year r662, when the Act of Uniformity was passed, and dis­
senters once more became respectable. 

Defoe's life can be followed from his birth to his school days, 
but after that there comes a blank of five years, which are lost, in 
which nothing is known of him, except that he was in business and 
also wrote the remarkable pamphlet referrred to. In the year r 704 
Defoe wrote The Consolidator, or Journey to the ilfoon. 

These were troublous times, and by the year 1713, after much 
writing, Defoe had been confined in Newgate for several months on 
a charge of high treason, but at last he was set at liberty without trial 
by Queen Anne. 

He had stood in the pillory at the Royal Exchange, Cheapside, 
and Temple Bar, had been advertised in Tlze London Gazelle by 
the Secretary of State, charged with writing a scandalous and 
seditious pamphlet entitled Tlte Shortest JiVay witlt tlte Dissenters, 
and described as-

A middle-sized spare man about forty years of age, of a brown complexion, 
and dark-brown coloured hair, but wears a wig; a hooked nose, a sharp chin , g rey 
eyes, a large mole near hi s mou th : was born in London, and is now owner of the 
brick and pan tile works near Tilbury Fort, E ssex_ \Vhoever shall di scover the 
sa id Daniel Defoe to one of Her i\lajesti es principal secretaries of sta te, etc., sha :l 
have a reward of fif ty pounds. · 

So ran the proclamation taken from Tlze L ondon Gazette, January 
roth, 1702- 3 ; and as for his writings, four of them were publicly 
burnt in Palace Yard by the hands of the common hangman, thus 

D 
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carrying out an express vote of the House of Commons. Defoe 
again stood in the pillory on the zgth, 3oth, and 31st of July, 1703. 
But the people rallied round him, formed a guard, covered the pillory 
with flowers, and drank his health. He soon afterwards published a 
Hymn to the Pillory, which was sold in large numbers. The pro­
duction was by no means flattering to the authorities. One of the 
verses ran as follows : 

Tell them, the men that placed him here 
Are scandals to the times ; 

Are at a loss to find hi s guilt, 
And can't commit his crimes. 

His life about this time was one of disquiet and unrest. 
Defoe's business connection with Essex commenced on the sup­

pression of the glass duty ; he acted as secretary to the commis­
sioners, so his appointment became void. He then became secretary 
to a tile yard and pantile business at Tilbury. Traces of these works 
are said to be still discoverable in a field some three or four hun­
dred yards on the London side of Tilbury. This office he fi lled for 
many years. His political detractors used to compare his pot works 
at Tilbury to the pot works of Egypt; and said that Daniel was not 
so much deficient in straw as wages. The Dutch were his com­
petitors, and they beat him out of the market, for his pantiles were 
not liked by the public. The whole concern became a failure, and 
poor Daniel lost three thousand pounds sterling by the collapse. 
The Dutch had supplied the London markets for generations, and 
knew the pattern-for there is such a thing as pattern in pantiles. 
The Dutch could stiffen or weaken their clay at ple;;sure by the 
introduction of sand or mar! ; but Defoe's Company would take the 
Thames silt at Tilbury, and regarded nothing but saving coals at the 
burning by mixing the clay with coal ashes or small cinders, which 
had the effect of making the tiles very porous, and so not adapted for 
keeping out the wet. 

Defoe's engagement at Tilbury requiring his residence there, he 
took a house near the water side, and occasionally amused himself 
by taking excursions on the Thames. During this time he became 
subject to the "Church in danger prosecution," wi th more pillory 
exhibitions, confinement in N ewgate, and a fine of two hundred 
marks; this, with his mercantile losses, compelled him to give up his 
coach, dismiss his servants, and take a small house. He had now a 
wife and six ch ildren dependent on him, with no other resource for 
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their support than the product of his pen. In this trying situa tion 
the virtue of the man was put to a severe test . H ad he consented 
to go over to his political and religious enemies his future would have 
been secured, and he would probably have enriched his family, but 
he would not desert his principles, come wha t may. It was no 
marvel that his business fa iled, as Defoe was a. writer and a wit, not 
by any means a commercial man, as he himself acknowledges : 

Wit , like mercury and quicksilver, is of use 1o make silver run , a nd 
separate the sterling from the dross, bu t bring it to the crucible by itself it is 
lost at once. A wit turned tradesman, no apron str ings will hold him ; 'tis in 
va in to lock him in behind the coun ter, he's gone in a moment. Instead of 
jOurnal and ledger, he runs away to Virgil and H or:tce. I-Ii s j ournal entries 
a re all Pinclarick' s, and hi s ledger is a ll H eroic!". H e is truly dra mat ic from 
one end to the other, through the whole scene of hi s t rade; and as th e fir st 
part is all comedy , so the two last acts a re a lways made up wi th tragedy ; a 
statute of bankru ptcy is hi s exeuut onmes, and he genera lly speaks the epilogue 
in the Fleet or the Min t . 

Notwithstanding all Defoe's follies and mistakes, he was a great 
and good man ; and he did more by his pen for the benefit of man­
kind than almost any English author that ever lived ; for his Com­
pleat E nglt"sh T radesman is, perhaps, one of the best books e\'er 
printed, a work which did much to fo rm the character of the great 
Benjamin Franklin. This work by itself should hand down the 
name of Daniel Defoe with reverence to all posterity. His printed 
works reached the number of two hundred and fifty-four. One, entitled 
The Compleat English Gentleman, was begun prin ting, but not then 
published. This has been now edited for the first time from the 
author's autograph manuscript in the British Museum, by K . D. 
Bulbring (pp. lxxxiv, 295, Svo, r89o). 

It was his Shortest JiVay with Dissenters which occasioned the 
persecution and trouble to which Defoe was subjected, and it was 
ordered to be burnt by the hangman, Feb. 25th, I 702. His sat ire, 
Tlze True-Born .Englis!zma 11, opens with the following lines, which 
have passed somewhat into a proverb, 

VVhenever God erects a ho use of prayer 
The Devil a l\\"ays builds a chapel there, 
And 'twill be found upon examination 
The latter has the largest congreg ation. 

The work published in 1704, entitled Giving Alms No Charit;', 
was intended as an answer to a bill then introduced into the 
House of Commons for employing the poor by establishing houses 
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of industry, or, properly, workhouses in the original meaning of the 
term-houses for employing the parish poor in working. In this 
address he attributes to Queen E lizabeth the importation of Dutch 
and Flemish manufactures, by inviting and receiving kindly the 
exiled Flemings, promising all that would come encouragement, 
privileges, and freedom of her ports. This brought over a vast 
multitude of F lemings, Walloons, and Dutch, who, with their whole 
families, settled at Ipswich, Colchester, and other places between 
the last named and London. From these came the Dutch Church 
at Colchester, which, according to Morant, \Vas in St. Mary's Lane, 
in part of the house of the late Mr. George Gray. The refugees 
were also granted the use of St. Giles' and All Saints', and from 
this source came true-born English families with foreign names-as 
the De Vinks of Norwich, the Rebows of Colchester, and others, 
to whom the nation owes much for the first planting those manu­
factures, from which we have since raised the greatest trades in 
the world . 

Upon the settling of these foreigners the scale of trade visibly 
turned both here and in Flanders. The Flemings taught our 
women and children to spin, the youth to weave ; the men entered 
the loom to labour instead of going abroad to seek their fortune by 
war ; the trades of bayes at Colchester, sayes and perpets at 
Sudbury and Ipswich, began to flourish. Defoe advocated em­
ploying the poor, and showed that it inflicted no injury upon the 
community at large. 

But in Defoe's time, as in ours, there have always been many 
weak-minded philanthropists who would rob the community of having 
the credi t of making a rogue and vagabond into an honest man. 
Defoe knew this fully, and has written well upon the subject; and a 
clear principle of political economy, in the year r 704, is somewhat 
of a curiosi ty. 

The following work was advertised several tim es in the R eview, 
I 7o6, and as it was very much in the style and manner of Defoe, 
it was attributed to him : 

T he Coffee House preachers ; or High Church Di vin ity corrected. Being a 
sermon preached before the Mayor and Aldermen of Colchester, at the election of 
a new mayor for tha t tow n ; to the exceeding reproof an d correction of a new 
H igh Church doctrine, la tely mai nta ined there , by sundry clergymen of the 
Church of England to the eternal shame and scandal of their mora ls; viz.: 
"That 'ti s lawful to swear by the name of God in common discourse, proYided 
the th ing be true we swear to. " ' ith a prefatory introd uction declaring the 
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occasion of thi s horrid assertion, a nd rec it ing a former se rmon, preached on t.he 
late thank sgiving, with the t rea tment the a uthor met with on tha t occasion . 

By Willia m Smithies, Junior, Rector of St Michael, Mill End, Colchester, and 
C haplain to the Right H onourable Edwa rd Earl of Sandwich. 

Sold by J ohn Morphew near Stationers' Hall 1706. 

The occasion of the work appears to have been this. Mr. 
Smithies, son ofthe Rev. William Smithies, a worthy divine of the 
Church of England, and formerly a celebrated preacher at Cripple­
gate, was appointed to preach before the Mayor and Corporation of 
Colchester, upon the day of thanksgiving for the successes of Her 
Majesty's arms abroad, which, says Defoe, 
He did in a manner as, however cavill ed at, needs no defence, but speaks for 
itself. Part of hi s sermon indeed, touching too nearly the vices a nd folli es of 
some men, ga·,,e g reat di sgust, to such, as most sermons o f a like na ture Inust, par ... 
ticularly to a certa in gent leman addicted to swearing in the church. This gentle­
man sends Dr. Smith ies a lette r, by way of a cha ll enge, the sa me day as the 
sermon, to te ll him there wou ld be a repet ition of it tha t night at the coffee house. 
It cannot be wondered at tha t thi s n ove lty brought a great crowd of the inhabi t­
ants, some to defend, others to expose, the reverend preacher of th is sermon, and 
make sport of the thanksgiving. '~' hat the pretended repetitions were, how 
ridi culous the banter, how unmannerly and unma nl y the insults , though they may 
in time be made public, they a re not the subj ect of my present observa tions ; 
they a re trea ted by the doc tor with that contempt they deserve. 

Defoe then relates a dialogue that took place at the coffee-house, 
and concludes by telling us that " this champion of Satan's Kingdom 
this solicitor for hell, will let us know that he is a high flyer too," 
upon which he founds a reflexion that there is a strong connexion 
between the morals and the politics of that party, equally unfavour­
able to their reputation (Review, iii, 4 oz ). 

At last, after having for thirty years taken an active part in 
public affairs and laboured for the people's welfare, Defoe began to 
seek out a new path to fame which would render his name respected 
when temporary politics are forgotten, and the work which has con­
ferred honour upon the name of De foe appeared in the year I 7 I 9, 
under the title of-

The Life and strange surprizing advent ures of R obinson Crusoe, of York, 
mariner, who lived eigh t and twenty yea rs all alone on an unhabited island on the 
coast of Amer ica, near the mouth of the great ri ver O roonoque ; hav ing been cast 
on shore by shi pwreck, wherein a ll the men perished but h imself, with an acco unt, 
how he was at last strangely deli vered by pirates. 

Printed for vV. T aylor, at the Ship in Pa ternoster Row, 364 pp. , 8vo, 1719. 

It has been well said that persecutions, misfortunes, and im: 
prisonments have given to the world its most famous books, and 
writers from the walls of a dungeon have penned words that were 
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destined never to be forgotten. The tinker's trade was stopped in 
Bedford streets, and years of imprisonment in the borough gaol gave 
us the world-renowned Pilgrim's Progress ; blindness and neglect 
gave us 'Paradise Lost; a twelve years' imprisonment in the Tower 
produced a H istory of the World, by Sir Waiter Raleigh; and the 
pillory and the gaol shut up the hosier's shop, ruined the pantile 
business, and gave us the wonderful R obinson Crusoe. So this mar­
vellous book was produced, but it passed the whole circle of the 
trad e before it found a purchaser. This was also the case of that 
matchless poem Paradise L ost. These facts are unaccountable, but 
Defoe's publisher had good reason to congratulate himself upon the 
success of his speculation. No fewer than four editions were pub­
lished in as many months, and several printers were set to work 
upon them in order to satisfy the eager demands of the public. 

The first octavo edition appeared in April, 1719, and the only 
copy of it in this form known to be in existence was in the valuable 
library of the Right Honourable Thomas Grenville. The earliest 
copy in the British Museum is in two octavo volumes, dated r78r. 

~"•'illiam Taylor, the fortunate purchaser, is said to have cleared 
one thousand pounds by the work. This amount, in those days, 
was considered a large sum. The extent of Defoe 's remuneration is 
not known; but it was probably far from being large. That which 
had passed through so many hands with a cool indifference was 
not likely to meet with a warm reception at last. Had Defoe 
retained the copyright, it would have been a fortune to himself and 
family. 

A second part, which was the work of about three months, 
was published in the following August; this also obtained a large 
sale. 

R obins on Crusoe, in spite of all the efforts of envy and malevolence, 
has taken an honourable position in our literature. It has obtained 
a ready passport to the mansions of the rich, and has gained an 
entrance to the cottages of the poor, and communicated equal 
delight to all ranks and classes of the community. As a work of amuse­
ment it is one of the first books put into the hands of youth ; and 
there can be none more proper to .,convey instruction, whilst at the 
same time it administers delight. "Robinson Crusoe," says Marmontel, 
" is the first book I ever read with exquisite pleasure," and I believe 
every boy in Europe would say the same. 

The book is known in every language, and has even been trans-
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lated into Latin ; and before being issued in London it had passed 
through four editions on the continent in the space of a few months. 
I transcribe the title page : 

Robinson Crusoeus, Latin e scripsit 
F. J, Goffaux humaniorum literarum professor in Lycaes lmperiali 

Editio nova cui accedun t a nnotationes Londini ; apud. 
Geo Wilson Bih\iop . Reg. Soc. Antiq. 

MDCCCXXI! I. 

But it appears on record that in the year r821 an edition was used 
in a classical school in Philadelphia. 

But so many things in the original were unknown to the Romans, 
the invention of new words became necessary; thus "guns" were 
called "tormenta," and similar instances occur throughout. 

A writer in the Gentleman's Magazine, vol. lv, p. 88z, observes: 

Defoe's life must of it self have been singular. \1\Thence came so admirable a 
geographer? Not only a geographer, but one so well acquain ted with the 
manners, of savages, a nd with the p roduction s, animal and vegetable, of America. 
\1\Thence ca me he, not on ly so knowing in business, but an able mechanic, and 
versed in so many trades? Admirably as Dr. Swift has contrived to conceive pro­
portionate ideas of giants and pigmies, and to form his calculations accord ing ly, 
he is super ficial when com pared with the details in Robillson Crusoe. The doctor 
was an able sat irist, but Defoe might have founded a co lony. 

It is remarkable that, in all his writings, Defoe discards women 
from his narratives, at least from those in which they do not figure 
as chief actors. He has nothing of the sickly sentimental to 
nauseate and deprave the appetite, nor does he stimulate the passions 
by unnatural tales of love. The vicissitudes of fortune which mark 
the character of his heroes, derive their charms from their semblance 
to real life, are suffici ent to enchain the attention, and when women 
are introduced, they are quickly dismissed as mere incidents of the 
story. And in all his writings, Defoe keeps in view the character of 
a rigid moralist. His rogues never prosper eventually; that is to say, 
while they continue so, Providence always frowns on their ill-gotten 
wealth, and he contrives some natural calamity by which it is dis­
persed, showing in all possible ways that it was honesty and virtue 
alone that made men rich and great, and gave them fame as well as 
a figure in the world ; and that, therefore, it was absolutely necessary 
to lay a foundation of these qualities so as to expect what would 
surely follow. 

Other works of an entertaining nature emanated from Defoe's pro­
lific pen, and soon found a ready sale. One would wish to refer to 
many of these, but want of space forbids. 
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A Tour tlzrimglt tlte TVhole Isla11d of Gnat Britai11 contains· 
much of interest to E ssex readers. In the first four-volume edition 
(1742), of which there are many, the Essex matter is contained in 
vol. i, pp. 2-22, 1os-u6. His tour through the Eastern counties, 
for which he set out on 3rd April, 1722, commences with Essex, and 
gives a "particular and diverting account of whatever is curious and 
worth observation." He refers to the growth of suburban Essex, the 
Roman road over the Hackney and Leyton marshes, the Barking 
fishing smacks, Dagenbam Breach, grazing on the marshes, Tilbury 
Fort, th e wildfowl and fish of the Blackwater estuary, native oysters, 
corn, etc., the settling of London merchants and tradesmen in the 
county. Before leaving the Hundreds of Essex he writes : 

I have one remark more before I leave this da mp part of the world, and which 
I cannot omi t on the women's account, namely, that I took notice of a strange 
decay of the sex here ; insomuch tha t a ll a long thi s country it was very frequen t to 
meet wi th men that had hag from five or six to fourteen or fifteen wives, nay, a nd 
some more. And I was informed that in the marshes on the other side of the 
river over again st Candy Island, there was a farmer who was then li ving wi th the 
five-and-twentieth wife, and that hi s son, who was but about t hirty-five years old, 
had already had about fourteen. Indeed , thi s part of the story I only had by 
report, though from go:>d hands too ; but the other is well known and easy to be 
inquired in to about Fobbing, Curringham, Thundersly, Benfleet , Prittlewell , 
Wakering , Great Stambridge, Cricksea, Burnham, Dengy, and other towns of the 
like situat ion. The reason, as a merry fellow told me, who said he had had about 
a dozen a nd a ha lf of wives (though I found a fterwards he fi bbed a little) was 
thi s : That they, being bred in the marshes themselves and seasoned to the place, 
did pretty well with it , bu t tha t they a lways went up into the hilly country, ox, to 
speak their own lang uage , in to the uplands for a wife. Th<1t when they took the 
young lasses out of the wholesome a nd fresh a ir they were healthy, fr esh, and 
d ear, and well, but when they came ou t of their native air in to the marshes 
among the fogs and clamps, there they presen tly changed their complexion , got an 
ague or two, and se ldom held it above half a year , or a year at most. " And 
then," sa id he, " we go to the uplands aga in a nd fetch another " ; so that marry­
in g of wives was reckoned a kind of good fa rm to them. lt is true the fellow told 
thi s in a kind of drollery and mirth , but the fact, for a ll tha t, is certa inly true, and 
that they have abundance of wives by that very means. Nor is it less true that 
the inhabitants in these places do not hold it out, as in other countries, and a& 
ijrst yo u seldom meet with very a ncien t people among the poor, as in other places 
we do, so, ta ke it one with another, not one-ha lf of the inhabitants a re na tives of 
the place, bu t such as from other count ries or in other parts of thi s coun try , settle 
here for the advan tage of good fa rms ; for which I appeal to any impartial inqui ry , 
having myself examined in to it cri ticall y in several places. 

He then fully describes Colchester and its buildings, and gives 
"A Diary or an Account of the Siege and Blockade of Colchester, 
A. D . 1648," notes Vlalton Tower and the copperas houses, following 
the coast to Harwich. He then takes the market towns, Lees . 
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Priory, Dunmow and its flitch custom, the forest of Epping and 
Hainault. He writes fully of the Orwell and Ipswich·- a town that 
he first knew as a child of seven. Returning from Cambridge !Jy 
Saffron Walden, Braintree, Chelmsford and by the Roodings, 
"famous for good land, good malt, and dirty roads," he did not not~ 
much in this county on the return journey except Wanstead House. 

In the H istory of the D ez•il, first published in qz6, reference is 
made to the Vicar of Baddow. Of the Devil he says : 

T o places and persons he suits his d isg tti ses, 
And dresses up a ll hi s banditti , 

vVho as pick pockets flock to a coun try assizes 
Crowd up to the court and the city. 

They're at every elbow a nd every ea r, 
And ready a t every call, sir ; 

The vig ilant scout plants hi s agen ts about, 
And has something to do with us a ll , sir. 

J n som e he has part, and in some he's the whole, 
And some (like the vicar of Baddow) 

I t can neither be said they have body nor soul, 
But only a re devils in shadow. 

The only explanation to this reference seems to be that Little 
Baddow in Essex was both a rectory and a vicarage; the presenta­
tion to the former was vested in the lord of the manor, that of the 
latter was in the gift of the rector. But presentations were irregularly 
made, and N ewcourt says that "laymen were presented to the 
vicarage" ; adding, "but how this came to pass I know not. " If the 
vicar of Baddow had practically nothing to do, and was of question­
able appointment, as it seems, the reference to him is easily to be 
understood. 

The vicar of Little Baddow in I 7 30 was John Gordon, John 
Ward holding the rectory, which was a sinecure (Cox). Morant, 
History of Essex, vol. ii, p. 25, says: 

Mr. Charles G01·don , late vicar, left in hi s will root for the improvemen t o( 
the vicarage ; hoping that some well-disposed person will gi ve another 100/ and 
procure Queen Anne's boun ty. 

So long as health permitted, Defoe still used his pen, but the 
latter years of his life furni sh but few materials for biography. H e 
became the subject of dreadful maladies which subjected him to 
continued attacks of illness during the remainder of his life. 

In 1730, he was again thrown into prison by some merciless 
creditor, whom he hints at as a "wicked and perjured enemy." All 
this time he suffered greatly from bodily affliction, having been 
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brought low by an attack of fever, which with family troubles and 
losses, reduced him exceedingly, and hastened his end. The time 
of his death has been variously stated, but it took place on the 24th 
April, r 7 3 r, when he was about seventy years of age. 

The parish of St. Giles', Cripplegate, in which he drew his first 
br-eath, was .also destined to receive his 1ast; the parish register runs 
thus: 

17 3 I. Daniel Defoe, gentleman. 
To Tindalls (Lethargy) April 26th. 

He was buried on the last ~amed date in Tindall's burying ground, 
now known as Bunhill Fields. An obelisk was erected there to his 
memory in r87o. Whether Defoe passed his latter days in the 
midst of his family, or in an obscure lodging by himself, can only be 
a matter of conjecture. 

In the Daily Advertizer, November 13th, 1731, there is an 
announcement, thus: 

A cata logue may be had g ratis, at various booksellers and coffee-houses res­
pectively named, of the library of the late ingen ious Danie l Defoe, Gent, late ly 
deceased. Conta ining a curious selection of Books ; rela ting to the history a nd 
antiquities of divers nations, particularly to England, Scotland , and Ireland, etc., 
etc. N.B.-M a nuscripts. Also several hundred curious scarce tracts on Parlia­
mentary affa irs, Politicks , Ilusbandry, .Trade, Voyages, Natura l Hi story, :\'lines, 
Minera ls, etc. 

The books were stated to be "in very good condition, mostly 
\Yell bound, gilt and lettered." They began to be sold on Monday, 
the J sth day of November, I73I, "by Olive Payne at the Bible in 
Pound Court, in the Strand, and to continue daily until all are sold." 

Defoe's connection with Essex was not confined to the tile works 
at Tilbury, for Morant (The History of Colclzester, book ii, p. 26) 
refers to-

The most considerable Estate in thi s parish (Mile End) is known by the name 
of Mile End Heath, and the Severals ; but anciently was called King's wood and 
King's wood heath, because it anciently belonged to the King. A g rea t part of it 
was a vVood, but is now converted into arable Land, which is properly The 
Severals ; that is Separate, and not common g round ; and the rest a Heath, as it 
is now. . . Finally Aug 6, 1722 (these lands) were leased to Daniel de F oe 
for N in ety nine years, at the yea rly rent of 120/ and a fine of soo/, by the name 
of King's-wood-heath or the Severalls ; Brinckley-farme ; and Tubbeswick. The 

. tenant covenanting to pay a ll the Land Tax etc. This lease was afterwards 
assign'd to vValter Bernard, Esq., late Alderman and Sheriff of London. 

One of his works, containing representations of vicious lives, was 
entitled Tlze Fortunes a?td Misfortums of t/ze fam ous Moll Flanders 
. . . brought up among gypses, who left lzer to the care of the paris!t 
of Colchester, This was first published in r 7 2 r . 
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According to The Dictiona1y of National Biography, a grand­
daughter of Defoe's, named Mary, married in the year 17 49 a John . 
Thorne, shopkeeper at Braintree, Essex, where she died a widow · 
about the year I 77 5· It is recorded that she was a zealous dissenter, 
and seemed to inherit the spirit of her grandfather. 

Of Defoe's later descendants, mention has been more recently 
made in the local press. To this we need not now refer. 

Although Defoe was not a native of, it will be seen that he had 
much to do with the county, which surely establishes his claim to be 
considered one of the Worthies of Essex. 

A SUCCESSFUL ESSEX JOURNALIST. 
BY ]. EW!NG lUTCHIE. 

1 N these dull days there is a good deal of romance yet to be found 
in every-day life. The vicissitudes of fortune are strange and 

unexpected, and perhaps nowhere is this more conspicuous than 
in literature. Take, for instance, the case of Mr. Ingram, the 
founder of Tlze Illustrated London News, who was at one time in so 
humble a position that . he is said to have blacked the shoes of one 
who was afterwards one of his constituents. Again, look at the 
career of the late John Cassell, who came to London a raw Lan­
cashire lad, with twopence halfpenny in his pocket, and whose name 
still lives in connection with one of the greatest and most successful 
of all our publishing companies. Another illustration is to be 
found in the case of Mr. J ames Clarke, editor and proprietor of The 
Christian W orld, who, born in a comparatively humble position in 
life, yet lived to be not only a wealthy man, but to be an important 
factor in elevating and purifying the religious thought of the age. 

To The Clm'stian World, with its soo,ooo readers, the cause of 
human progress owes much. "There is no condition in life," 
writes Seneca, "that excludes a wise man from discharging his 
duty. " Mr. Clarke seems never to have forgotten that; and that, I 
take it, was the secret of his usefulness and success. It did anyone 
good to be connected in any way with him, and I may say so as I 
was associated with him many years in literary work ; and it is one 
of the pleasures of my old age to recall the memory of so good and 
honourable and just a man. 

The late Mr. J ames Clarke (born in 1 824) was son of a Baptist 
minister at Thorpe le Sokcn. He was bound apprentice to a book-
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binder at Ipswich, but having strong literary tastes and the true 
journalistic instinct, he early mastered the mysteries of shorthand 
and became a reporter. Later h~ became editor of a daily and 
weekly newspaper in Newcastle-on-Tyne, whence he removed to 
London in r857, to co-operate upon The Christian T1Vorld, which 
was established the previous year, having in the meanwhile been 
connected for a short time with Dr. Campbell, a notorious Con­
gregationalist minister, editor of The British Banner, a journal 
which at one time had a large circulation, but which has long since 
ceased to exist. T!te C!tristian World, when Mr. Clarke joined it, 
was, if I remember aright, rather a commonplace affair. The journal 
under his hands soon assumed a very different character - a 
change which the readers at once appreciated, and it speedily 
passed under Mr. Clarke's entire control, who aimed not only at 
n1aking his journal a vehicle of intercommunication between the 
various Nonconformist bodies, but to remove existing blemishes 
and to promote a living and a rational Christian faith, careless 
how he clashed with existing prejudices, or shocked the many who 
were satisfied with the narrow creeds in which they had been trained. 
The more enlightened faith of our days owes much to the labours 
of Mr. Clarke. His paper not merely supplied a Christian want, 
but did much to advance Christian work of all kinds, and to promote 
the cause of Christian truth. 

Robinson, in his celebrated address to the Pilgrim Fathers, 
expressed his belief that God had a good deal yet to reveal to His 
people ; and Mr. Clarke held a similar belief. Plutarch set himself 
to the task of reconciling reason and religion, Mr. James Clarke 
did the same. 

At the death of the first proprietor of The Christian World, Mr. 
James Clarke, in conjunction with two other gentlemen, became 
its purchaser, and it entered on a yet more active and energetic 
course. In time other ventures were issued from the same office. 
In 1859 he founded Tlze Sunday School Times, a journal which yet 
flourishes. In r866 T!ze Christian World Magazine was published, 
which had a great success for many years; A couple of years after he 
started The Literary World, which still holds its ground. Three 
years later he commenced the publication of The C!zristian Pulpit, in 
which the best sermons of our leading British and American divines 
find a place. The next important venture was Tlte Family Circle, 
a miscellany of pure and instructive fiction and literature, and which 
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is illustrated as well. In 1881 the list of Mr. Clarke's publications 
was further increased by the appearance of The Rosebud, a children's 
paper, which appears as The Rosebud Annual every Christmas. 

Upon the death of his two partners, Mr. J ames Clarke bought 
up their shares in the business and became sole proprietor of Tlze 
Christian World, in the management of which he associated his 
sons, Mr. James Greville Clarke, J.P., who by culture (he is a Cam­
bridge M.A. ) and training was admirably qualified to follow in his 
father's steps, and Mr. H erbert Clarke, who works with his brother 
con amore. They have helped, not only to maintain the pristine 
reputation of The Christian T17orld, but to extend the publication 
business connected with the house in Fleet Street, which another 
son, Mr. Percy Clarke, superintends. Chief among the publications 
issued thence are to be noted the novels of Emma Jane Worboise, 
which enjoy a world-wide reputation and have had an enormous 
sale. Many are the popular writers who owe much to the late Mr. 
James Clarke for friendly help and aid. 

In r888, Mr. James Clarke's useful career came to an end. I,t 
is to be feared that hard work killed him prematurely- that he 
suffered from the perpetual tension of body and brain, the result 
of his active life. In public he was but little known. It was rarely 
he appeared upon a public platform. More than once he was 
offered a seat in Parliament under conditions that would have 
secured his return, but he declined the honour; and perhaps it was 
as well that he did so. As it is, his life was all too short. In the 
beautiful valley of Caterham, where he was ever ready to receive his 
friends, many were the guest s who enjoyed his genial and graceful 
hospitality. He always retained his friendship for the reporters 
amongst whose ranks he had been trained ; and one year he enter­
tained some 2oo of them at a gathering at Caterham, which all of 
them seemed intensely to enjoy. The writer had the honour of being 
one of the guests, and seldom did he spend a more pleasant day. 
On that occasion Mr. Clarke was like Falstaff, not only witty himself, 
but the cause of wit in other men. 

It was my mournful privilege to be present at his funeral. T here 
was a crowd there of real mourners-at any rate, I can speak for 
myself. Of all the editors with whom I have come in contact, I never 
met one more truly honourable and upright and Christiau, in the 
noblest acceptation of that much abused term. The world is all 
the better for his life ; a life the memory of which yet remains. 
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T o li ve in hea rts we leave behind 
I s not to die. 

Were a monument ever to be erected to the momory of the late 
Mr. James Clarke- and many have been raised to far inferior men-­
I would suggest for its inscription Wordsworth's stately lines-

Him only pleasure leads and peace attends, 
Him only thus the shield of J ove defends, 
\Vhose means are fair and spot less as hi s ends. 

NOTES AND QUERIES. 

ROMAN · POT ·KILN 

W'AKERIN G ·ESSE)( 
~ ...... ":Ftu . 

Roman Pot Kiln at 
Wakering.-In November, 
1895, an interesting "find" was 
made in brickfields between 
North Shoebury and Wakering. 
A Roman pot-kiln or furnace 
was uncovered, and kept intact 
until C. H. Read, Esq., F.S.A., 
of the British Museum, had 
visited it for the purpose of 
preparing a model. The accom­
panying sketch, though not 

properly a sectional drawing, is yet done to scale. It shows a dome­
shaped cavity, some 3t to 4 feet deep, the top of which has obviously 
been broken away at the ground-surface. The inner wall of this is 
faced with a coating of grey clay, some inches thick, laid on by hand 
in horizontal bands. Of the same clay is made the principal feature 
of the furnace, a solid pail-shaped mass, 1 8 inches in diameter at the 
bottom, 18 inches high, and 3 feet across its top surface, which 
meets the side-walls except where six or seven holes have been 
pierced, through which heat, presumably, might pass. Lastly, low 
down on one side of the furnace, is seen the opening of a curved 
flue-pipe, intended to carry off the smoke from the fire which was 
obviously kindled in the lower half of the furnace, thus heating the 
solid mass, on which were placed the pots, etc., ready for baking. 
A few broken fragments of pottery were found, hut none of archceo­
logical importance. It should be mentioned that the furn::tce was 
found close to a deep ditch. WARWICK H. DRAPER, Southend. 
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3En :ffient01'!! of . 
Y CHERRY PEY 

As cost ~ a Guiney . 
y 17 of July 

That day we had good chee~· 

f hope to se a maney a Year. 

I 752, 

Dad] ersCJ'· 

Wanstead Cherry-pie.-There is a 
story of a cherry-pie at vVanstead. Nearly 
a hundred and fifty years have passed since 
that pie was eaten, but still the fact that 
it cost half-a-guinea is remembered. It 
was the clergyman's pie, but the clergyman 
never enjoyed it. As it was being carried 
round the George corner, some workmen, 
who were on a scaffold repairing the wall, 
leaned over, and lifted the pie from the 
tray on the baker's head. They ate it, 
but they had to pay for it. The magis­
trate fined them half-a-guinea. The men 
seem, however, to have enjoyed paying for 
the pie as well as the pie itself. They cut 
their testimony to th is effect in stone, as 
anybody who passes the George at vVan­
stead may see. For the benefit of those 
who are not likely to pass, we may say 
that the inscr iption runs as follows: 

TABLET ON SIDE OF GEORGE " In memory of Ye Cherrie Pye 
As cost 1 a Guinea ye 17th of Jul y. 

INN, WA NSTEAD, ESSEX. That day we had good cheer, 
And hope to do so many a year." 

"1752 ." -Esse.v T£mes, 12, x. 95· 
The Tablet as above depicted was drawn by me many years ago. 

It is placed about seven feet above the pathway, but was then five 
feet higher, the position having been altered a few years since to 
allow of a window being inserted. The version given above is but one, 
however, of the traditions respecting the stone, the other story running 
that some "Macaronis" drove to the George Inn and ordered a sump­
tuous dinner, including this now famous pie. The season was past, but 
have it they would, and the country around was scoured for the fruit. 
When their bill came in they were rather astonished and amused at 
the cost, saying it was the dearest pie they had ever eaten, and was so 
good that its virtues should be commemorated for ever, and they 
accordingly arranged for the erection of this stone as a memorial-
may we add, of their own folly. WALTER CROUCH. 

A Queen at an Essex Fair.-The following extract is from 
an article appended to a treasonable lampoon by the Duke of 
Richmond on Charles II : 

" Last week there being a fa ire at Audley-end, the Queen, the Duchess of 
Richmond, and the Duchess of Buckingham, had a froli ck to deguise themselves 
like country lasses in red petticotes, wastcotes, &c., and so goe see the faire. Sir 
Bernard Gascoign, on a ca rt-j ade, rode before t4e Queen, and two other gentle­
men of the Court before the Dutchesses. They had all so overdone it in their 
deguise, and looked so much more like antiques than country volk, that as soone 
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as they came to the fa ire, the people bega n to goe after them. But the Queen . 
goin g to a boo th, to buy a pa ire of yellow stock ins for her swete har t, a nd S ir 
Bernard asking for a paire of g loves stitch! with blew for his swete bart, they were 
soon by their gabrish found to be strangers, which d rew a bigger flock after them. 
One amongst them had seen t he Q ueen at d in ne r, knew her, an d was proud of 
telling it; and thi s brought a ll the fa ire to stare at the Q ueen. Being di s­
covered , they got on their horses ; but as many of the fa ire as had horses go t up , 
with their wives, child ren, or swete har ts behin d them·, to get as much as they 
could , till they brought them to the Cour t ga tes . T h us was a merrie frolick 
turned into a pennance." 

JOH N GoSLING, Chelmsford. 

W arley Camp (E. R., iv, 192, 264).- D r. Samuel Johnson 
paid a visit to Warley Camp in the summer of r 77 8, staying there 
about a week wi th his friend, Captain B. Langton, of the L incoln­
shire M ili tia. He was entertained by th e officers of that regiment, 
one of them accommodating him with a tent in which he slept. 
One night he d ined with the officers of the East York Regiment, 
wh ich was also stationed there, and he appears to have been greatly 
interested in the various scenes of camp life (z•tde_Boswell's Life of 
J olmson. Ed., A. Napier. London : Bell and Sons, r884, vol. iii, 
pp. 357-36o). Ki ng George Ill, accom panied by the Queen, 
inspected \Varley C amp October zoth, rn 8.- C. F . D. SPER LIN G. 

House Gables.-I have ofterf been at a loss to understand 
why the gables to the fronts of many old manor and farm houses 
throughout E ssex should have the peculiarity of dim inishing in 
height from right to left, and vice versa. H ad it any signifi cation, or 
was it only a whim in design ? As an instance : L ittle Graces, 
Danbury.-ROBERT H OLLINGWORTll BROWNE, J un., Brentwood . 

Clipping t h e Church.-This old custom was observed at Buckhurst H ill 
on Jun e 27th, prior to the open ing of a bazaar and garden fete in the Nationa l 
schools and Rectory g rounds by the Coun tess of Darnley. The child ren of the 
N ational schools, carry ing wa nds with evergreen and flowers attached to them, 
marched along the High-road, headed by the band of the tra ining ship Arethusa,a nd 
assembled in St. J ohn 's Church, where a short serv ice was cond ucted by the rector, 
the H on. Ca non Pelham. Afte r :the service the chil dren, stand ing outside the 
west door, sang" The Parish_Song," and a hymn. T hen , formi ng a ri ng round 
the church, they at a g iven sig nal-when the bell had to ll ed th ree times- stepped 
forwa rd and touched the walls of the ed ifi ce. T he rector explai ned to the cong re­
gation in the church, before the "clipping" took place, that they were go ing to 
resuscitate an old E ng li sh Church custom- the custom com ing from the mid land 
counties of "Clipping the Church," wh ich meant embr:>cing the chu rch. The 
reason he believed in the old custom was this : That eve ry child in the pa rish 
should feel in hi s or her ear ly days that the church which their fore fathers had 
placed fo r God's glory and honour was theirs ; not be long ing to one particular 
Class o( people, and certainly not to the clergyma n, but that it was the church of 
the pari shioners.-Esse.t: Times, 29, vi, 95. 
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NOTES OF THE QUARTER. 

GEORGE CouRTAULD, Esq., of Cut Hedge, Halstead, 
High succeeds Henry Joslin, Esq. as High Sheriff. He is the 

Sheriff. 
eldest son of the late Mr. George Courtauld by his 

marriage with Susanna, daughter of Mr. John Sewell of Halstead, 
being directly descended from Augustine Courtauld, one of the 
Huguenot refugees at the time of the Revocation of the Edict of 
Nantes. Mr. George Courtauld was born at Bocking in 183o and 
was educated at University College, London. H e is a partner in 
the well-known firm of Samuel Courtauld & Co. , crape and silk 
manufacturers at Braintree, Halstead, etc. ; being a nephew of the 

· · ]ate Mr. Samuel Courtauld, who purchased the Gosfield Hall 
property in r855 , Mr. Courtauld qualified as J.P. for Essex, 6th 
April, r869, and was one of the Coun ty Aldermen during the first 
three years of the Council's existence; he was the last M.P. for the 
Borough of Maldon, elected in December, r878 and aga.in in April, 
r88o, sitting until the borough was d isfranchised in x885. 

CmGWELL.-A special service was held by the Bishop 
Church 

of St. Albans in Chigwell church on February xst, Restora-
tions, etc. attended by a large congregation, for the dedication of 

a new reredos erected by Mr. Alfred Savill in memory 
of the late Mrs. Savill, a new pu lpit given by Miss Roper in memory 

E 
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of her sister, Mrs. Gellibrand, and a stained window given by the 
vicar of Chigwell (Rev. Thomas Marsden), in memory of Mrs. Gelli­
brand. Also the east window, containing a representation of the 
Crucifixion, erected in r887 by Mr. A. F. Puckeridge and his sister 
to the memory of their parents, and the communion table made of 
oak from the old church. The reredos, the subject of which is the 
Annunciation, is of alabaster, and was constructed by Messrs. Farmer 
a,nd Brindley, from designs by Messrs. Bodley .and Garner. · The 
p,anels are surmounted by finely wrought open work, which in~par~s 

to the reredos a light and artistic appearance. The pulpit, ofcarved 
oak, having a hase of grey marble, was executed by Messrs. Rattee 
and Kett of Cambridge, from designs by Messrs. Bodley and 
Garner; above the pulpit is a carved canopy sounding-board. Mr. 
Marsden's small window represents Mary of Bethany at the feet of 
our Lord. 

CoLCHESTER.-The fine church of St. Peter's (the Metropolitan 
Church of Colchester, situated at the top of North Hill), was 
reopened on February I 7th, after restoration of the chancel and 
nave, the first and most pressing section of a thorough restoration. 
Great care has been taken to preserve the original style of architec­
ture, and this has been successfully acc.omplished, while· the appear­
ance of the church has been greatly enhanced by the removal of the 
old roof, the heightening of the walls, the construction of a new open 
fir roof, with moulded ribs, resting on ornamental columns and 
corbels, and an entirely new and very fine richly moulded chancel 
arch. Defective places in the walls have been made sound, and the 
clerestory, which was demolished by the Parli;tmentarian troops 
during the siege of Colchester, in 1648, has also been replaced. 
Tinted cathedral glass has been used for glazing, and there are 
hopper ventilators in each window; thus the lighting anq ventilation 
of the church has been improved, and incandescent butners, on 
stands specially designed to suit the architecture of the church, have 
been introduced. A considerable amount of local material has been 
used in the work, especially septaria dredged ·from the bed of the 
Colne, near Brightlingsea, to be in keeping with the origin~! walls of 
the church. Special provision has also been made for the preserva­
tion of memorials of the dead, and during the progr~ss of the work 
the burial places of several bygone worthies of the ·parish ·have been 
d iscovered, notably one to the memory of four children· of Alderman 
John Potter, who was Ylayor of Colchester in the reigns of William 
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and :Mary and Queen Anne, also a stone recording the burial 9.( a 
daughter of Jeremiah Daniell, the benefactor of various church 
charities in the town. The old tattered colours of the 44th (Essex) 
Regiment, which were deposited in the church after the Crimean 
War, and which were deposited in the castle pending the restoration 
of the north aisle, have been replaced. 

FoREST GATE.-The second portion of St. Mark's Chur<;h, 
which has now its complete nave and aisles and a temporary 
chancel, has been dedicated by the Bishop of St. Albans ; this has 
been erected by Messrs. Parmenter and Sons at a cost of about 
£ r,35o, accommodation being at present provided for 700 wor­
shippers. The temporary entrance in Lorne Road has been replaced 
by a handsome porch. 

lNGATESTONE.- A separate entrance, with a handsome oak door, 
has been made to the vestry of this church at the north end. This 
addition, which will be a great · convenience, has been 'carried out 
at the expense of Mrs. Avenell, in memory of her late husband. 

CHIPPING 0NGAR.-The new organ and lectern which has been 
erected in the parish church of St. Martin's were dedicated by tlre 
Bishop of Colchester on February r 7th. The organ, which is placed 
in the north side of the chancel, was built by Mr. Alfred Kirkla·nd, 
of London, under directions received from Mr. F. R. Frye, organist 
of St. Mary's, Chelmsford. It has three keyboards, the compass of 
each of which ranges from CC to G, and an independent pedal 
organ with a compass from CCC to F. There are altogether 
732 pipes. The great organ has 56 notes and five stops-open 
diapason, dulciana, clarabella, principal, and fifteenth . The stops 
of the swell organ, which has also 56 notes, are as follows : open 
diapason, stopped diapason, principal, and oboe. On the choir 0rgan 
there are the same number of notes, and three stops-salicional, 
lieblich gedacht, and lieblich ftote. The pedal organ, which is con­
s.tructed on the improved tubular pneumatic system, has 30 notes, 
and possesses a couple of stops-open diapason and bourdon. 
There are five couplers-swell to great, swell to choir, swell to pedal, 
great to pedal (on both sides), and choir to pedal, while there are 
two composition pedals to the great organ and a like number to the 
swell organ. The whole organ is enclosed in a pitch-pine case with 
three fronts of polished, hand-rolled zinc pipes. The lectern, which is 
of carved oak, the desk consisting of an eagle with outstretched wings, 
was presented anonymously. Two gas standards of ornamental 



68 THE ESSEX REVIEW. 

iron and brass-one on each side of the altar ; new curtains and 
a· polished brass desk with a richly \\'Orked antipendium for the 
pulpit, have also been presented. The old organ, which was opened 
in 183 5, has been removed to the Congregational chapel. 

RrCKLlNG.-A stained window, the subject being Christ stilling 
the tempest, has been put into the east end of the parish church. It 
is to the memory of the late Mrs. I nglis. 

ESSEX CHURCHES. 

XVII . .:._ST. ANDREW'S, SANDON. 

BY FRED. CHANCELLOR, J.P., F.R.J.B.A. 

sAND ON, Mm·ant says, signifies in Saxon a sandy hill, hence the 
name of the parish. We should ha rdly describe the district as 

so distinctly of a sandy nature as to justify its being the foundation 
of the name of the whole parish. 

, . ;The names given by the Saxons to many of our Essex parishes 
were very suggestive of some important .local feature; this can 
hardly be said to apply to Sandon; for the greater portion of the 
la,J1d . would not be described as sandy by an agriculturist, but it is 
a fact that the site of the church and rectory is a knoll of sand, and 
therefore it may be that this little patch of sand surrounded by clay 
may have induced the Saxons to emphasize it by calling the parish 
after this isolated patch of sand. All the historians agree in 
adopting Morant's derivation. 

No mention is made of the parish in Domesday book, or to whom 
the .manor belonged. Morant suggests from this that it was the 
property of the K ing; if so, he probably conferred it upon one of his 
followers who accompanied him at the ti me of the Conquest, 
n\1.-mely, Hardivin de Scales, for it is said to have been in that 
fam\ly soon after the Great Survey; the advowson certainly was in 
tqat family down to q6o. Sir Thomas, afterwards Lord Scales, 
the last male· heir of the family, died in that year, leaving an only 
dlw ghter, who married (1st) Henry Bourchier, second son of H enry, 
E~rl pf Essex, and (znd) Antony de Widville, Earl Rivers, who, in 
her right, became Lord Scales. The manor and lands attached . 
thereto seem to have passed from the Scales fami ly abo ut the middle 
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of the fourteenth century, being possessed subsequently by the 
families of De Valence, De Hastings, De Beauchamp, Newenton, 
Coggeshall, and Nevill, and eventually it was in the Crown, for in 
the seventeenth year of his reign, King Henry VIII granted it to 
Cardinal Wolsey, on whose attainder it reverted to the Crown. We 
subsequently find the manor and lands in the families of Tamworth, 
Goodey, Everard of Great 'Naltham, Maynard, Abdy,. Wiseman, and 
Collins, and now in the families of Impey-Lovibond, Rasch, 
Ruggles-Brise, Pledger, and Fitzwalter-Plumptre. 

The advowson passed, about 146o, from the Scales family to 
the Gates family; Sir John Gates forfeited it to the Crown in I553· 

FIG. I. PLA:'< OF CH U RCH. 

It was afterwards in the families of Clarance, Latham, and Buck; 
until I 7 36, when, as appears by the Queens' College, Cambridg!'!, 
List of Benefactors, " The Rectory of Sandon, Essex, was presented 
to us by Mrs. Mary Buck, widow, who had formerly been married 
to Ralph Davenant, son of Edward Davenant, sometime Fellow of 
this College," and it still remains with Queens' College, Cam­
bridge. 

The church now consists of nave, north aisle, chancel, tower, 
and south porch (see P lan , Fig I) . In the Norman period there 
was probably only nave and chancel, and this is another instance of 
the walls, or rather a portion of the walls, of the original Norman 
building remaining; while the whole character of the edifice has 

""\ 
undergone changes by the addition of north aisle, tower and porch, 
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and by the substitution of doors and windows of a later date than 
the· N'orman period ; there ape, however, two or three peculiarities 
whi~h enable us to speak with some confidence as to the date of the 
'original walls. 

rst. The square quoin at S.E. angle of nave, which is built with 
Ron1an brick, as can be seen where the plaster has dropped off, 
corresponding with the Norman work at Fryerning and other 
churches. · 

2nd. The coursed work of the outside north and south walls of 
chancel, composed of pebbles, conglomerate, and Roman bricks; and, 
no doubt, if the plaster was stripped off the south wall of nave,- we 
should find similar work. 

3rd. The internal arches of both south doors, which, although 
perfectly plain, are yet similar to the internal arches of undoubted 
N onuan doors. 

4th. The south wall of nave is within an inch of being three 
feet in thickness. This thickness of wall I almost invariably find in 
Norman work in our small parish churches; the walls of a later 
period are generally only two feet six inches thick ; of course there 
are exceptions, as in this case, where the walls of chancel are but 
little more than two feet six inches thick. 

There are three windows and one door in the south wall of 
nave, but the windows have been altered more than once, and now 
consist of oak frames, the old stone jambs and arches, tracery and 
mullions, being hacked away to receive them. 

I think it is probable that the old Norman windows may have 
been enlarged and replaced by two- and three-l ight windows in the 
Decorated period, and these in their turn having become dilapidated, 
were replaced by the present modern wood frames; the westernmost 
window was evidently a two-light window. Then next is the door : 
t hi s doorway is probably of the Decorated period, the label or hobd 
moulding is peculiar and is found sometimes in Early Engli sh 
work. Next is a very large window; the original internal jambs and 
arch still exist: it was probably a three-light, possibly a four- light 
window, as the internal jambs are eight feet wide. The easternmost 
window has also been altered, but below it a two-light Tudor low­
side window has been introduced. 

Iri the Decorated period, late in the fourteenth century, the north 
wall was removed and an arcade constructed of two columns, each 
consisting on plan of two semi-circular and two semi-octagonal 
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shafts, with two responds and three arches. The mouldings of both 
capitals and bases are alike and of good profile. (Fig. 2.) 

The chancel arch has evidently been altered ; it is pointed, but 
of debased character, and rests upon two impost mouldings of 
Early English character. It is probable that the original Nor man 
arch was removed and a larger opening made in the Early English 
period, this again being altered 
in more modern times, the 
opening being enlarged to the 
existing width of chancel, and 
the old impost mouldings or 
portions of them being built 
in. In the gable-wall over the 
chancel on the east side is a 
semi-circular headed niche. 

The lofty four-centred 
archway connecting the tower 
with the nave was constructed 
when the tower was added. 
The roof of the nave is of 
fir, and was erected about 
eighteen years ago. A frag­
ment of one of the old oak 
principals has been worked 
in (Fig. 3) ; by this we see 
that the original roof of the 
fifteenth cen tury was a hammer 
beam roof, the hammer beams 
being deeply moulded ; they 
supported uprights framed in-
to the hammers and the rafters, 
with collars also fram ed into 
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rafters, the whole strengthened by moulded four-centred ribs, the 
spandrels being perforated with a quatrefoil and two elongated 
trefoils. According to Hadfield's drawings there were six of these 
principals, and the whole roof must have had a very fine effect ; it 
is to be regretted that the new roof was not a repetition of the 
original one. 

Late in the fourteenth, or early in the fifteenth, century the 
north aisle was added ; this was originally lighted by two north, one 
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east, and one west windows, but the original stone jambs, mullions, 
and tracery have all been cut away and modern wood frames inserted, 
but some of the original stone internal jambs and arches are left. 
The north door still exists, probably, externally in its original form, 
with the old oak door and ironwork, but internally the opening has 
been walled up. The roof of the aisle is quite modern, and erected 
at the same time as the nave roof, but the outer walls were raised 
about three feet to receive it. On the south side of the aisle, close 
to the east wall, is a beautiful Piscina of the Decorated period, 
(Fig. 4), and indicates that there was an altar at the east end of aisle, 
which probably formed the chapel of the builder of the aisle, or a 
chantry chapel. 

OLD "PRINCIPLE IN Roof' or NAVE. 

Fll.. 3. 

The chancel, as I before mentioned, as far as the north and 
south walls are concerned, is Norman work, but in the Perpendicular 
period, about the middle of the fifteenth century the east wall of 
chancel was pulled down, and the chancel lengthened about four 
feet. When the new east wall was erected, angle buttresses were 
added, but they are curious from being dissimilar in height and 
design. T he east window consists of three lights, and is of 
Perpendicular design; the internal si ll of this window is very low. 
On the north and south sides is a two-light late Early English , or 
Early Decorated window. T he south door is Decorated, but 
the internal arch would seem to be the original Norman arch, 
as it is nearly semi-circular ; to the west of this door, and quite in 
the corner, is a single-light Decorated window. On the south side, 
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at the east end, is a Piscina with pointed arch and stone shelf. The 
roof is the original oak roof of the fifteenth century, with moulded 
wall plates, and covered with boarding internally, which is divided 
into thirty-five panels by moulded ribs. 

The tower is a noble specimen of the brickwork of about r soo, 
of which many examples have been given in previous articles. 
Tradition says it was erected by Cardinal Wolsey, and as the manor 
and lands of Sandon Hall were granted to \Volsey by King Henry 
VIII about r soz, there is some foundation for the tradition. At 
the north-east corner is an octangular staircase turret, which is 
·Continued up above the remainder of the tower, and adds 
materially to the beauty of 
the design. The tower is 
further strengthened and en­
riched by two massive angle 
buttresses at the N.W. and 
S.W. angles, and by a buttress 
at a right angle at the S.E. 
corner. Viewed from the 
north, this tower looks as 
though it might form part of a 
castle rather than of a church. 

On the ground floor _'2+1 ~.~-T ~.~-':' ----'----T"-----'~'--'./h.r. 
originally there was a west-
ern doorway, but that has 
been partially bricked up and 
converted into a window to 

FIG. +· 

light the vestry, which is now formed out of the ground floor. 
Above this is a fine three-l ight window with tracery, all executed in 
brick, which now lights the gallery and ringing chamber ; the next 
floor was lighted by a single-light window on the north and south 
sides, but that on the north has been bricked up; there is also on 
this floor an opening into the nave roof. The bell chamber, which 
occupies the next stage, is lighted by three two-light windows on the 
east, south, and west sides, and a single-light window on the north 
side; the whole design being finished by a brick-embattled 
parapet, supported on a bold corbel table. 

The staircase turret is also finished with an embattled parapet 
on a similar corbel table ; the interior of the bell c.hamber is arched 
across the angles in brick so as to form an octagon, and upon this a 
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circular brick dome is constructed which forms the roof of tower, 
being tiled outside. The staircase turret is also domed over in 
brickwork. There are seventy-seven steps from ground to parapet, 
each step being supported on a brick arch starting from an 
octangular brick newel twelve inches across, the whole being a very 
ingenious and substantial piece of construction. The walls of the 
tower are three feet six inches thick. The bell chamber contains a 
bell frame in which are hung five bells. 

Externally, there are five St. Andrew's crosses worked in black 
headers in the brickwork on south side. On the western face, 
worked in black headers, are two Latin crosses on ·stepped bases, 
one on each side of belfry window. On the north side the St. 
Andrew's Cross is repeated five times on staircase turret; and diaper 
work on the tower face, all in black headers. The east face is 
decorated with similar diaper work. This diaper work was a 
favourite decoration with the architects of the Tudor period ; the 
black headers, by which they are worked out, are caused by the 
bricks being burnt in kilns fired with wood. The architects of the 
period seized upon this peculiarity in the heads of bricks exposed to 
the fire, and ingeniously worked them into patterns, thus relieving to 
a considerable extent the large surfaces of red bricks. They are 
called black, but in reality they are more of a grey colour, and 
harmonize with the plain red brick. 

The south porch is of similar date to 'the tower, and is con­
structed entirely of red brick; a pointed, arched opening on the 
south side affords access to the porch, which is lighted by a two­
light brick window on either side. The S. W. and S. E. angles are 
strengthened by sloping buttresses, and the whole is fini shed by an 
embattled parapet, supported on a rich corbel table, formed of 
brick corbels with trefoiled arches similar to the tower. 

A small niche with ogee head is formed over the entrance, ·and on 
ei ther side is a St. Andrew's cross, worked in black headers. 
Internally a brick octangular shaft in each corner supports a brick 
rib, from which the groined ceiling is constructed. An oak seat on 
either side is supported upon brick arches. In both tower and 
porch there is an entire absence of stone in the construction. 

There is but little of the original furniture of the church left. 
The font (Fig. 5) is of an octagon shape, and is probably of 
Decorated character, wi th base, shaft and bowl, having a few bold 
mouldings. 
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The glory of the chutch is the very beautiful Perpendicular oak 
pulpit, probably of the time of Henry VII. I have given an 
illustration of this (Fig. 6), which will convey a better idea of the 
beauty of the design than the most elaborate description. 

The lectern, an oak eagle, was originally set up in the chapel of 
Queens' College, Cambridge, as a memorial of the Rev. A. P. J. 
Mills, A.M. of that college, but presented to this church by the 
President and Fellows of that College, when a more gorgeous chapel 
was erected at Queens' Col­
lege in I 894. The old 
Jacobean altar table is an in­
teresting relic of the period. 

The royal coat of arms, 
with "G.R., 1730" thereon, 
still hangs on the chancel arch. 
A rough wood partition has 
been erected to form a passage 
in the tower to the staircase 
turret. I noticed that one of 
the uprights in this partition 
was evidently a fragment, and 
probably the only fragment 
left, of the rood screen. 

The standards of the altar 
rail should be noticed as 
being worked in hammered 
iron by W. H. Stibbard; the 
village blacksmith. There are 
some fragments of ancient 
glass left. 
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FIG. 5· 

In the east window there are four coats of arms, described as 
follows by Rev. H. L. Elliot : 

A. [Ermine], on a chevron [ able J three Crescents [or J for 
Doreward. 

B. [Argent] three bend lets sinister [azure] on a chief 
[sable J; two lions pass ant guardant, respecting each other [or]. This 
coat, as here given, is unknown to me, but there is <me not 
unlike it recorded by Burke, for the Augustinian Priory of St. 
Gregory at Canterbury, viz. [or J three ben diets [gules] on a chief of 
the last, a plate between two lions combatant as the first. 
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In this window this coat has been reversed. In the west window of 
tower is a similar coat fixed correctly, but the "chief" is lost. 

C. [Gules ], a chevron [ermine J between three fleur-de-lis [or] 
for A!fo1ttgo111ery . 

. ELEVA TION 
0cd.:. oF 1~ 6 eo 

FIG . 6. DETAILS OF P l ' LPIT. 

D. [Argent], three cinquefoils [gules] for Darcy. 
In the east window are also two roundles, one with an estoile 

may be intended to represent the badge of the Fitz-walters. The 
other with a crescent [or] may be a badge of another family, 
possibly Doreward. 
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T HE MON UMENTS. 

On a marble slab let in to the south wall of chancel over the Piscina : 

Hie jacet almus amor, cordi s solan,ina, cast<.e 
Delicire , conjux dulci s, arn ica pia. 

Heer lyeth Deborah ye loving & beloved wife of 
Samuel Smith Pastor of thi s congregat ion ," 

who dyed March 27th 1647, in ye 24'" year of her 
age, by whom hee had a sonne & a daughter 

both buried w'" her in y' upper part 
of this chancel!. 

Thus I am safe from warres & feares 
?I'Iy God bath wiped a way my tea res 
E sca p (Dear Fr iend) & hasten hither 
In Christ wee sha ll bee safe together. 

On north wall of ~hancel : 

77 

Small stone panel wit h 2 figures in brass kneeling at 
gown of the period, and female in costume of the period. 

fald stool, male in the 

A brass motto out of hi s mouth-

Out of her mot:th-
Code's wrath is pacified. 

Through Jesus Christ crucified. 

Below the fig ures this inscri ption : 

H ere lyeth buryed the corps of Patricke Fearne, 
Clarke, late parson of this Parishe of Sandon. 

On a marble monument, much damaged : 

D.O.M. 
Sac rum 

In medio Cancelli Reponuntur Mortalitatis 
Exuvire, An nre K uper Uxoris Brian i Walton, sacnc 
Theol. : Doct. : ac moderni rectoris hujus ecclesi <.e 

F ceminze Sanctiss imis Moribus, e clara Clax tonorum 
Familia in Comit. : Suffolc. : orinndre qure a b rerumnosa 

hac, lachryrnarum valle, in cre lestem patriam 
em ig1avit. Feria prima Pentecost : Maii 25 

Anno Christi 1640 <.etatis sure 43. 
If well to live, and well to dye, Vertuous, modest, godly wise, 
1f fa ith and ' hope and cha ri tie P 1tt ie flowing from her eyes, 
May crowne a soule in endlesse bli sse, A love ing wife, a frind most deare, 
Thr ice happy her cond ition is, Such was shee who now lies here. 

Earth hath her bodie, Heaven her soule cloth keepe, 
Her fre inds the losse. and soe shee rests in sleepe, 
Rest then deare sou le, till Chri st returne, while wee 
Mourne heere be low, and long to come~ to thee. 

U sq ue quo, Domine. 
Hoc q ua lecumque amoris monumentu, tanto 

vit<l:! solamine orbatus, m<X!rens posu it. 
B.\IV. 
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On a slab, south side of chancel floor: 

Revd. John Lewis B.D. 
formerly fellow of 

Queens' College Cam bridge 
and late Rector of 

th is parish 36 years and 8 months 
died January the s•h 1800 

aged 72 years 
Also of 

Sarah Lewi s 
Relict of the above 

Who died the 1 3'" of Dec' 1807 
aged 65 years. 

Sarah De-Neufville 
widow of 

Phi li p jacob De-Neufville Esq. 
late of London, Merchant, 
died January the 3'''1 178 1 

aged 68 years. 

On north wall of chancel, a mural slab : 

Sacred 
To the Memory of the 

~ev. Francis Knipe B.D. 
formerly fellow of Queen s' College 

Cambridge 
and for thirty four years the much 

esteemed Rector 
of this Parish 

Who died the rg'" of Apri l 183+ 
in the 77'" year of his age. 

Also of 
Jane 

wi fe of the above 
who died the z8•h of Dec. r823 

in the 55 <h year of her age. 

On north wall of na 1·e : 
Sacred to the memory 

of 
Henry Lovibond Collins Esq. 

One of the Lords of thi s Manor 
and 

a worthy magistrate 
of this County 

who died Aprilg11• 1783 
aged 55 years. 
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Marble slab : 

A slab: 

Sacred to the memory 
of 

Samuel Charles Carne Esq. 
Lieutenant Colonel of the East Essex 

Regimen t of Militia 
A Deputy Lieutenant and many years a worthy 

and most S incerely estee med! Magistrate 
of this County 

who died 2611' April r 822 
aged 6 r years. 

Also of i\hry Relict of the above who died Decem ber 
27'h 1836 aged 72 years. 

;viuch and deservedly respected by all who knew 
her. 

In Memory of 
John Peter Rasch Esq . 

fo rmerly 
of Merton in Surrey 
who died in London 
after a short illness 

on the first of March 1846 
:~ged seventy one years 

" Let your loins be girded about 
and your lights burning." 

This tablet was erected 
in reverence for his Father's character 

by his s011 Frederic Came Rasch. 

On east wall of nave, a slab : 

A slab: 

In Memory of 
• Frederic Carne Rasch 

of Wood hill 
A magi strate and Deputy Lieutenant 

for the County of Essex 
Born June. r 3. r8o8 
Died Feb. 22. 1876. 

Erected by his Son Frederic Came Rasch. 

In memory of 
Mary Lretitia 

wife of 
Arthur Augustus Rasch 

who died at Ewell 
on the sixth of September ~857 

aged 40 
"Therefore be ye also ready." 

79 
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Also of the above 
Arthur Augustus Rasch 

who died on the 
seventeenth Nov. 1879 

aged 67. 

In memory of 
Cathcrine James 

Widow of Frederic Carne Rasch 
Born at Harrow Aug. 3 I,_I8 ro 

Died at Woodhi ll April 9, r88r. 
''She loved much.'' 

F .C.R. 
" As one that mourneth for his mother." 

On a slab in the nave : 
Here lies interrd 

Edward Henry Murray 
Son to the Hon. John Murray 

by Elizabeth youngest daughter 
of William Earl of Dunmore 

he died ro'" Aug., 1766, 
aued 8 months. 

Beneath a sleeping Infant lies 
To Earth his body's lent 

More glor ious he' ll hereafter r ise 
Though not more innocent 

vVhen the Archangel's trump shall blow, 
And Souls to Bodies join 

Millions will wish their lives below 
Had been as short as thine. 

I n the Registers are the fo llowing entries :-
E dward H enry son of Honbic J ohn MmTay by the Honbic Lady 

Elizabeth MmTay, his wife was baptized Jan . 22. 1766. 
Edward Henry Murray (Infant) was buried Aug. 19. r 766 (aff. 

rec<~. ). 
On the cover of an altar tomb, now a slab on floor of chancel, 

are two coats of arms, a fragment of a brass, the remainder of 
which is reaved . 

[Or] on a chief dancetty [azure] 3 roundles [plates] a bordure 
company [argent and of the second] Lathom of Upminster. 

T he arms of the Goldsmi ths' Company very conven tionally 
treated. 
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The Rev. Henry L. Elliott suggests that this brass was probably 
to Ralph Latham, of London, goldsmith, whose will was dated 
I May, I5I9, and proved 2 Oct., I52o, and by which he desired to 
be buried in the church of St. Thomas the Martyr, called Acorn of 
London, by the chapel of Edmond Shawe, Knt., in the north side, 
and left his lands, called J oseppys, in Sandon, to his son vVilliam, 
and if he died without issue to John Fowler, son of Sir Richard 
Fowler, Knt., and of Dame Julyan his wife, daughter of Sir John 
Shaa, Knt., deed., sometime Mayor of London.* 

The R egister of" Christn inges " commences in I 554· 
Imprimis lVIary Saffold was baptized the xx iij~• of October. 
The Register of" Burialls" commences in I 554· 
Imprimis lVIari e Saffold was buried the viij of November. 
I 587. Patricke Fearne P:;on of Sandon was buried the 6 of 

January. 
r64o. Anne \Valton the wyfe of Brian \Valton R ector of Sandon 

Mar. 30t h. 

I 7 I 3· The Reverend !VF. Philip Browne late Rector of Sand on 
was Buried on the I6111 day of December I7I3. Affidavit reca. 22°. 
Dec. I7I3. 

The R egister of" Marriages" commences in I$54· 
Lancelett Tabor & Agnis Duffield were married y" 20 of 

Januarie. 
In the Parish Chest is the original Deed of Gi ft dated 29 day of 

March in the 2nd year of King H enry VII (1492) of J ohn Stevyn and 
Agnes his wife of I9 acres called Lands End in Sandon, to Robert 
P lomet and others. The property now consists of r 3a. 3r. r8p. , 
situate at Wood Hill, and the rent is applied for the repairs of th e 
Church and relief of the poor of Sandon. 

There are several interesting entries m the Parish Books as 
follows: 

July 8'", 1657. 

Mernorand"'. That whereas D'. Brian vVa lton Late Parson of Sandon gave 
Leave to Thomas Griggs Gentlema n to sett upp a pew behind the Deske as now 
itt st<tnds In the Chancel l which is and Belongeth to the house of i\1'. J ohn 
H arri son called Mayes I doe heerby be ing now Min ister of Sandon g rant & 
continue un to him the sd J ohn I-I arrison & the I nhabitan ts of the sd !:louse ca lled 
Mayes the sayd priveledg of the sd seat as itt hath bin & is injoyed by the sd 

• See Palin 's More about Stifford, pages 150 to 154. 

F 
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Thomas Griggs to him y• sayd John Harison & the enhabitants of Mayes 
for ever 

[ n the Presense of 

Wittnes my hand 
Samuel Smith 

jo. Donovill( Ch h d 
Edward Harris) urc war ens 

Charles Griggs 
his mark 

J onathan P. H odges 
711 emorandm. Sept. 17th 1694 

This Samuel Smith had no Right to dispose of y• sa id Pew hav ing never been 
legally in stituted & inducted in to the Living of Sando:t, but brought in by the late 
Usurping Powers & accordingly turn'd out of Possession at the late happy 
Restorat ion of King Cha rles the Second & theref01 e what he did herein was 
actually null and void & never confirm'd by any Rector since Neither is it a llowed 
of by me Phi lip Browne Rector of y• said Parish. 
Mem"•m July y" 25. r68g. · 

Collected in y• Parish of Sandon upon y' breif for y•· Iri sh Fugitives y" sum 
of two pound four shill ings sevenpence halfpenny. 

1735· 
Old Dame Traps (by Report r 12) was buried May y" 26 1735. 

Memorand"' 
That in the year of our Lord God 1701 the two Pews on the men's side* next 

the Pulpit were for the use and better accommodation of y• Chief Parishioners 
al tered and laid into one by the then Churchwarden Robert Spurgin at the 
Parish Charge which was allowed in his Accounts the Easter following. 

Witness Phi! : Browne Rector. 

L IST OF RECTORS. 

NAME. INSTITUTED. I'ATRONS . 

John de H aselynfeld 17 Ju ly, 1366 Robert de Scales. 
John Bataile John Mandev!L 
John Tyffeld 2 Sep., 1383 
Robert Stonden 7 Nov., 1394 Bishop of London 

(by lapse). 
J ohn Hamwood 
Benedic Burght 6 July, 1440 Thomas de Scales. 
Thomas Ward 24 Sept., 14+4 do. 
Gilbert Brown 5 June, 1445 do. 
T homas Candeler 12 July, 1447 do. 

* Interest ing as showing that the sexes were divided as late as A. D. 1701. 

t Bcnedict Bur£/t. Clerk and Transla.tor, Rector of Sandon in 1440. Archdeacon of Col· 
·Chester, 1465. Prebendary of St. Paul's, 1472, and was afterwards mnde Htgh Canon of 
St. Stephen's at \ .Yestminster. He translated C<Ho's precepls into E ng lish verse The opening 
words of Caxton's Translation of Cato's precepts, printed on 23 Deer. , 1483, are : " H ere 
bcgynneth the prologue or protremye of the booke call id Cat on wh iche booke hath ben translated 
ou t of Lat in in to Englysshe oy Master Benet Burgh, late Archedeken of Colchester and hye 
Chanon of Saint Stephens at \-Vesmestre which ful crafliy hath made it in balacle ryal for Lhe 
erudicion of my lorde Bousher, sone and heyr at that tyme to my lord e the erle of Estse.x." (See 
DICI. N al. Biog.) 
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fohn N ortheryn 
J ohn Ulting 
Wi lliam Lee 
Joh,; Cooke . 
Jasper M ichael 
Geoffrey 'iVarburton 

John Leicester (or Lyster) 
John Tendring 
Robert Cowper 
William Crompe . 
Christopher Tamworth 
J ohn Haddespeth 
Richard Alvey* 
W illi;un Burgh (or Brough) 
Richard Dakyns 
Owen Batha 
Alexander Gate 
Richard Alvey ( restored) 
Pa trick F eHne 
Thomas Godderde 

Gilbert Dilling ham 
Brian Waltont 
Samuel Smith 
Brian Walton (restored) 
' 'Villiam Wells 
J onathan Saunders 
Ezrael Burden 
Theophi lus Burditt 

Phi lip Browne 
John Pick 
John Lewis . 
Francis Knipe 
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INSTITUTED. 

3Q April , 1453 

22 Ja n. , I467 
22 Aug., r476 
2 Dec., 1476 

IQ May, 148Q 

3I July 
rS Nov., I487. 
4 Oct., I494 ·. 
4 Aug., 1524 

r 7 Dec., I 545 
IQ June, 1546 
13Nov. , I548 
22 May, i554 . ·. 

5 Mar. , 1556 
rS Sept., 1557 
26 Jan. · 

31 May, I S-67. 
13 Jan., 1587 . 

9 April; r6or ' · 
I 5 Jan. , 1635 

!641 
r66o 

19 Dec., r666,. 
19 Nov., I67s 

IQ Oct., I684 
29 Nov., r685 

7 Sept., 1694 
I6 Ap•il , I7I4 
r6 May, 1763. 

Jan., r8oo, 

. ' 

PATRONS. 

Thomas de Scales. 

Sir Geoffrey Gate. 
do. 
do. 

Sir Thos. Mont-
gomery. 

do. 
do . 

R obert Plumer. 
· Sir Geoffrey Ga te. 

John Gate. 
do. 
do. 

Susan Clarance. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

John Latham. 
John Godderd, senr 

and junr. 
John Latham. 
King Charles rst. · 

Kin g Charles I I. 
Judith Johnson. 

do. 
Thomas Buck and 

Mary, his wife. 
do. 
do. 

· Queen s' Col !., Cambs. 
do, 

* R ic!tard A lvey, who wa..o:; depri ved .in .1554 and restored in 'J56o, was a most disting uished 
man . He was educated at Cambridge, B.A . 1=;29, l\1 . .A. 1,5 33, B.D. 1543. H e wns fellow of 
St. J ohn's. and was by that College presented to Thoringt,.n, in Essex , 1539. H e was made 
Reclor of Greenstead, 11r. Colchester (presented b.y .the ·KiF!g), urh l\olay, 1546, . Rector of 
Sandon , 13th Nov., 1548, Sir John Gate, Patron, Canon Of \Vestminster, nth U ec., 1552 . 
.B:arly in the Reign of Queen Mary he was deprived of a ll his Living~, and went into exile at 
Fra'1kfort. On the accession of Que'!n Elizabeth he was restored to T horington, Feb r3, [559· 
6o. T o Sandon probably about the same date . M:l.de Canon of \ Vestminster, 1552, and .Master 
of the Temple , I1i59· H e died Augu~t, 1584. (See Diet. 1Vat. Biog.) 

t Hrian 1-Valtou. was als;, R ector of St. Martins ·Qrg'ar, LOndon , Prebendary of St. Pllul's 
and Chaplain to the King, D . D. of St. Peter'!) ~oil. , G"':ml;>ridge, 1639, Afterward s D.D 
Oxford by Incorporation. H e was deprived of· ' his t'iV?rigs at the begin ning of the 
Commonweallh period (1641), a nd Samuel S mith was 111 fld«; "1?\{-S:tor o f th e Congrcgalion." .. ,At 
the Restoration, Samue l Smith wa~;, turned out of posSesSiOn (166o), ~md Brian Walton was 
reinslated . On the 2nd Dec. , 166o, Or. Brian \V;tlton w~~ ~co'nsecrated Hishop of Chester. 
He died 29th Nov., 166r, Aged 61. (See David's )1.'1inttls O'_r ".E•?,all .. ~ebcal .iVoncouifoYiuity 
pp . 452-457; and D iet. Nat . Hio.~.) ' 
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George Hewitt 
George Phillips§ . 
J oh n Buckley 
Stanl ey Taylor Gibson 
Benja min vVrightJI 
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IN STJTUTED. 

27 July, 1834 
I Nov., 1846. 

185 7 
17 May, r 862 
22 Jan .. , 1890 . 

J>ATRON . 

Q ueens' Coli., Cambs. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

FIELD NAMES 
BISHOP'S 

IN AND NEAR 
STORTFORD. 

BY U. B. CHISENHALE-MARSH. 

" LOCAL names," Taylor tells us in his Words a?td Places, "are 
always a.ncient . words, or fragments of ancient words, 

each of them constituting the ·earliest chapter in the local history of 
the places to which they severally refer. " Unfortunately, they are 
no longer invariably ancient words, very modern des ignations given 
by recent proprietors have, in too many cases, superseded the old 
names which might have afforded us much valuable information ; 
others have come down to us so changed and disfigured that it is 
impossible to guess what they were originally, and others, more dis­
appointing still, tell us plainly that they must have some curious 
history attacheo· to them, but no tradition, however faint, lingers 
round the spot, and we can only form our own conjecture, which 
may be far enough from the truth. 

The Field names which form the subject of this paper are 
taken from the tith'e maps of the parishes of Bishop's Stortford, 
Thorley and Little Ha~ham in Herts, and S~an s ted, · Manuden, 
Farnham, and Birchanger :i.n Essex. In two or three instances I 
have been able to supplement them by a few addit ional names 
gleaned from old inhabitants. The Tithe Commissioners appear to 
have been rather at a loss how to spell some of the words, sometimes 
writing them in one way on the maps and in a different form on 

§ Geo1-ge PJzillijJs was born at Dunwich, in Suffolk, 11 Jan., 18o4. \~1 as a Ma~ter in \V cod­
bridge Grammar School, whence he removed to the Grammar School at Worcester. He entered 
Magdalen H all, Oxford, 19 June, 1824, mig rated to Quet"ns' Coli. , Cambs., 25 Oct., r825, and 
m:Hricubted as a Pensioner 14 Feb. , 1826, gra.duat~"d B.A. 1829, as 8lh \Vrangler, M.A. 18~2, 
B.D. 1839, D.D. 1859· In 1830 e lected Fellow of his Coll ege and took holy orders, became se ntor 
tutor. l)resemed in 1846 to Sandon, which he he ld until 1857, when on the death of Dr. Joshua 
K ing he was elec ted President of Queens' Coli. and retu rned Lo Cambridge l n 1861·2 he was 
Vice·Chancellor. H e died at Cambridge 5 Feb., 1892, and was buri ed at Mullingar, eo. \Vest· 
meath. He married, 10 Aug., r848, Emily Frances, daughter of Henry ])ilkington, Esq., of 
Tore, eo. \Vestmeath . The Rev. Georgt:: Phi !lips was a great 01 i~n1 a l scholar. (See D iet . 
. Nat . Biog) 

· 11 1 am indebted to 1he Rev . .Benj . 'A' rig ht for much of the foregoing information. 
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the schedule attached to the map. Thus I was very much sur­
prised to find Shetland Common on the roll of names at Little 
Hadham ; the map had it Shelland, so I applied to the rector for an 
explanation of this discrepancy, and found that Shell-land was 
undoubtedly the right reading, as that place is noted for the quantity 
of " pudding stone, " studded with small shells, which is to be 
found there. Oyster End, in the same village, was a puzzle till I 
read in Salmon's H z'sto1-y : ''At a brick kiln near Hadham Ford 
are dug up, amongst their clay, oyster shells and bones, which are 
supposed to be the teeth of large fish." 

Taking first the traces left upon our nomenclature by the 
different races who have in turn inhabited mu island we have two 
distinctly Celtic names in Stortford ; the Nap, from cnap, a hillock, 
and Dano or Denny coys, from coed or cod, a wood. 

So far as I know, the Romans have left us no record of this 
kind in the district with which we are dealing, as the two great 
Roman roads, Stone Street, from which Stansted derives its name, 
and Ermine Street, giving in a corrupted form names to Hare 
Mead in Little H adham, and to the parishes of Hormead and Hare 
Street, are Saxon originally. Ermine was really from H erman, a 
soldier. 

The Anglo-Saxons are responsible for by far the greater nm11ber 
of our local names, the Danes having to do with a very small. pro­
portion. In a calculation of Danish names in proportion to the 
acreage of a county, Essex comes fo urth from th'e commencement 
of the list with a proportion of five ; Leicestershire ends it with 169. 
In spite of K ing Alfred's agreement with the Danish leader, 
Guthrum, the Danes were not absolutely relegated to their own side 
of the dividing line which had been marked out ; the seafarers 
evidently found means to estal:>lish themselves on a possibly un­
occupied district on the coast, and isolated parties made their way 
and left their names in the very heart of the Saxon district. 

. Curiously enough, the very first field , name that I wrote down 
happens to be in part one of the very few of Danish origin. 
"Wether and Skeggles," in Stansted, very nearly frightened me into 
having nothing further to do with field names, opening out, as it did, 
a prospec t of wholly unforeseen difficulties. Skogul, however, a 
Danish proper .name, furnished the clue, and apparently some of his 
descendants were to be found in the neighbourhood as late as 17 25, 
at any rate, for the rector's book at Thorley has an en try in that year : 
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"At Michaelmas I paid ·Dame Ski'ggs in full for schooling till that 
time." 

At Stortford, the prefix of Dano, or Denny coys may come from 
Dane or Denny, families of both names have held property in the 
place. There is Muffles Dane in the same parish ; I can find no 
explanation for Muffles. Dane Field occurs in Farnham and Little 
Hadham. 

'0l e come next to the ' most important class of names, those which 
give us a most interesting history of the customs of land culture and 
land tenure from very early days, how early it is difficult to say. In 
this connection I am greatly indebted to Seebohm's Village Com­
mzNzities. An explorer visiting 'Britain in the fourth century B.C., saw 
in the southern districts abundance of wheat in the fields. The 
extent of corn-bearing country was greatly increased by the Romans, 
who, at one time, kept 8oo vessels, "larger than boats," busily 
engaged in conveying corn from Britain to supply their vast store­
houses on the Rhine; :a · state of things which we cannot contemplate 
now without envy. 

· I i: remained for their successors, the Anglo-Saxons, to do the 
greater share of clearing · the ground for their "hams," or home­
steads, and from their word "hriddan, " to clear, in the various 
forins into which it has been corrupted, we have evidence of their 
work. Thus, in Reedings in Manuden, Upper and Lower Red­
diJigs in Birchanger, Upper Radens in Farnham, and Dellereadens 
Hopground in Stansted, \ve have evidence of their work. · Salmon 
derives Stocking Pelham from wood that is grubbed or " stocked " 
up. Stocking Croft, Thorley, Stockings in Farnham, and Stockings 
Field in Stortford, must come from the same. High Backs, Good 
boys, and Boyers in Stortford, would hardly strike us, at first sight, 
as belonging to this divisiol1 of the subject, but Bach, A.S. for 
beech, gives us the same name as High Beech* in Epping Forest, 
and the French Bois, for wood, explains the meaning of Good Boys 
and Boyers. A good deal of scrub, underwood, and waste land still 
remained, evidently, from the number of Brooms and Moors that we 
fiild- the Moors in Stortfbrd; Brooms and Banhams in Manuden, 
and Morlands or Mawley, Hollands Brooms and Spurgate Brooms in 
Birchanger, Brooms and Hutch, Stansted, Moors and Brooms in 
Thorley, and Old Moors· pastures in Little Hadham. There is a 
careful entry in the Thor1ey rector's book, in 1772, to this effect, 

• The best authorit ies read u High Beach,'' that is, bank of gravel, regard ing "beech ' '· ao:; a 
bit of folk·etymology.-E o. 
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that " John Chalks talks of breaking up his four acres of 'broom,' 
if so, the tithes will be more for the future ." 

It is a question whether Moors or Morland is to be derived from 
Mor, a pool, Moer, boundary, or M or, waste, a question which is only 
to be answered by investigation of the places, which I have not had 
time to manage. 

The Saxons, having possessed themselves of the land, proceeded 
to settle down to a busy agricultural life in their village communitie~, 
of which the names we afe about to consider give such complete and 
remarkable evidence. At the time of the Domesday Survey eighteen 
per cent. of the names of places in Essex ended in the Anglo-Saxon 
"ham " ; this like "tun " or " ton," more common in some other 
counties, may be rendered as "manor," the estate of a manorial 
lord, with a community of serfs or dependents upon it, not a village 
9f co-equal freemen. Round each homestead stretched the great 
ploughed fields, usually three in number, open and unenclosed ; 
each field divided into a number of little narrow strips. 
These strips were separated from each other not by !:edges, 
but by green " balks " of unploughed turf ; the strips 
varied more or less in size, even in the same field ; but 
taking them generall y they are roughly cut acres of the proper 
size for ploughing. Their length was one furlon g, and their breadth 
four rods, the " furlong" is the " furrow long," i.e. , the length of the 
drive of the plough before it is turned, and that this, by long custom, 
was fixed at forty rods, is shown by the use of the Latin word 
" quarantina " for a furlon g. The word "rood " naturally corres­
ponds with as many furrows in the ploughing as are contained in the 
breadth of one ; and four of these rods lying side by side made the 
acre strip in these open fi elds, and still makes up the statute acre. 
Stansted has a field called Rainbow Farthing or fourth-ings ; Rain­
bow may be from Rain, the old name for the dividing balk (still 
used in the North) which was in a curve or bow. Birchanger has a 
Rainbow Mead, and Farnham a Bow ley. 

That these common fields existed here we can see by the tithe 
maps; we have the huge North and South Fields and Manuden 
Common Do\vn in that parish. Farnham has no common fields 
marked on its map, but the people still call a field near the Stortford 
Road, Common Down; and we have Stoney Common in Stansted, 
and Shelland Common in Little Hadham. 
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The strips in these common fi elds were allotted in rotation to a 
certain number of the dwellers ~n the township, a very common hold­
ing being that known as a virgate or yardland, consisting of about 
thirty acres, in which case each holder of a virgate would have a 
number of strips widely scattered through the open fields in 
apparent disorder, till a key to this is found in a system of rota­
tion. The three great fields were tilled on a system of rotation of 
crops, each field in turn lying fallow for a year ; the wheat crop 
being best sown on the fallow was called "Tilth grain." "Etch 
grain" was generally oats or beans sown after ploughing the stubble 
of the wheat crop ; the word " Etch " is still used about here in 
the sense of alternate. "The doctor comes every etch day," no 
doubt taken from this alternate crop ; the original word apparently 
meant stubble. The oats or beans grown on the stubble were 
sometimes called Breach corn ; Breach land being the land broken 
up for a second crop, and a field now called Broaches, at Little 
Hadham, may come from this, unless it be derived from Broch, a 
brook. 

There is Poor Allen Common in Manuden; Halliwell says Allen 
is grass land recently broken up; an authority he quotes says it is 
unenclosed land that has been tilled and left barren for sheep. The 
cows of the township were daily driven by a common herdsman to 
the green commons ; Farnham sti ll shows us one of these pasture 
fields now called "Gingers," from Ing, A.S. for meadow or pasture; for 
Margaretting in Essex we have in old histories Ging Margaretts and 
Gynges Margaret_t, showing the transition to Gingers. In Thorley, 
which has few very interesting names, we have Franks field, held by · 
a " Frank" or freeman, and Starlings ; the land in that parish was, at 
the Domesday Survey, under the lordship of Asgar Stalri, therefore 
the Ings or meadows of Stalri. 

At the date of the Domesday Survey the holders of land com­
prised the lord of the manor, the free tenants, if there were any, the 
villeins or Saxon geburs, holding a virgate or half a virgate, and the 
cattier or Cotsetle, as the Saxon has it, holding small plJts of five 
acres or less. The common fields were termed Gebur or Geneat 
lands, and in Manuden we have that actual term almost unaltered, 
Gennett's lands ; not field nor ley ever, but the old word exactly, 
"lands." Upper Cussells in Manuden seems v.ery likely to be a 
corruption of Cotsetles, the cottiers' holdings. Whemstead in Little 
Hadham is ham stede- homestead, Cutthumstead Croft, in .Manu-
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den, a homestead belonging to the Cutts family. In Stortford we 
have Lord's Lands, the lands that the lords reserved to themselves 
from the wastes, and Great Man's Ley, in Stansted, each class of 
landholders being thus represented. 

One peculiar feature of the open field system in hilly districts is 
the "Lynch," and it may often be observed remaining when every 
other trace of an open field has been removed by enclosure. When 
a hillside formed part of the open field, the strips almost always 
were made to run across it, and in ploughing the custom for ages 
was to turn the sod of the furrow down hill, the plough returning 
one way idle. If the whole hillside had been ploughed in one .field, 
this would result in a gradual travelling of the soil from the top to 
the bottom, and it might not be noticed. But as, in the open field 
system, the hillside was ploughed in strips with unploughed balks 
between them, no sod could pass in the ploughing from one strip to 
the next, and the result wa( that the strips became, in time, long level 
terraces one above . the other, and the balks between them grew 
into steep rough banks, generally called "lynches"; the word is often 
applied to the terraces themselves. Now, if anyone will go and 
look at the sloping grass field near Manuden Hall; on the right-hand 
side, facing it, they will see a very clearly-marked exemplification of 
what I have described. 

Sometimes the ·strips of the holdings lie side by side in groups, 
forming large divisions of the field ; these are called shot, from the 
A.S. Sceot, the same as a furlong, being always a furrow-long in 
width; in Manuden we have Prior's Shot, Tyler's Shot, and Elder 
Shot ; in Stansted Mead Shot ; in Farnham, most noticeable of all, 
we have Shifting Shots, in corroboration of the shifting tenure, or 
shifting rotation of crops. 

It was impbssible that so complicated and inconvenient a system 
could adapt itself to modern requirements, and the lords, with the 
power virtually in their own hands, began. a course of action which, 
t hough it elicited great complaints from the villeins, was in due 
course of time quietly followed by them, resulting in a general demand 
for the Enclosure Acts. In 1528, we find murmurs that the lords 
" have enclosed their demesne lands and kept them in severalty, so 
that the tenants have no common with them herein." "That a 
piece of land is now severalled, which was common;" the word 
" several " being used in the sense of to sever, to make separate ; and 
so in Manuden, South Field-which appears to have been one of the 
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large open fields-was enclosed, part being now called Several South 
Field, a field in Farnham, Severals; another in Manuden, the Close 
or enclosure, and we have Bensclose in Stortford, and Little 
Benhooks and the H ook, the two latter I take to be from Ynnok, an 
enclosure ; though we have Leg of Mutton Field and the Harp in 
Manuden, showing great resemblance in form to these · objects, there 
is nothing in the outline of the two former on the map to prove that 
they take their name from their shape. T are Croft in Stansted, and 
one in Farnham, may also come from Teargh, A.S. enclosure. 

Taking another class of names, we find them distinguished by a 
strange variety Of epithets ; Small Gains is a common name in many 
places, a "gain" piece in some eastern counties means "handy, con­
venient, " otherwise Little Small Gains in Stansted would seem to 
indicate a feeling of despair in ·the possessor, on ly equalled by 
Fretters and Rages in Stansted, which I cannot explain. 

Grunible Ley in Manuden would appear a dismal possession if 
we did not fi nd a Grumbald's near ·ware, named after its owner, a 
descendant, apparently from Grim bald, a Dani~h chief; there is a 
Grim hill Field in Little Hadham. '·· · · 

Slumbers Mead, in Little Hadham, might seem a natural 
sequence of Task Mead in the same parish ; it is really the same 
name, slump·work being piece-work. It occurs also in Thorley. 
Squally Croft and Slap Mead in Little Hadham are more peaceful 
than they sound. Ell is,· writing of Braxted, Essex, in the eighteenth 
century, says, "In some of their fields they are troubled with springs . 
They call the wet places 'squalls. '" Slap is simply slope. Whether 
Bad Lands in Thorley deserves its name or takes it from Bad; 
A.S. path, I do not know. Lucky Piece in Thorley, Great Price 
Field Stansted, sound better. Darker Field occurs in several 
parishes. 

Burnt Orchard and Burnt Mead in Manuden come from a 
practice in the last century, when a field got hopelessly weedy, of 
taking off the top soil and burning it. "Callenders " was the top 
soil from a clay or gravel pit, used as a dressing for a · field . The 
same occurs in Manuden and Stansted. The Maim in Birchanger 
must also have to do wi th the soil. Ell is, in I7 36, writes, "The 
chalk and the mould were so mi xed together that in H erts we call it 
a Mawmey, or a Malmey earth. " 

Angles and England in Stansted mean practically the same as 
H earn Ley and Nerne Ley in Little Hadha:m. Brown's H erne 
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Allotment in Manuden, and Henley H ern in Thorley (from A.S. 
hyrna, a corner, a sharply-angular field). 

Golden Field in Birchanger seems to be named from the butter­
cups, which used to be called Wild Cold, or Wild Joy. Ruds in 
Little Hadham, from the old word for marigolds. Stansted has a 
decidedly botanical tendency, w·ith Rush Mead, Thistley F ield, 
and Perry-probably Pear Tree- F ield , which also occurs in 
Birchanger. Bushey Leaves in Manuden, and Bushey Lewins in 
Stansted take us back to the woods, as also does Little Haggases in 
Farnham (from A.S. haga, brushwood), whence we get the name 
for our hedges. Little Holty, in Stansted, comes from another 
Anglo·Saxon word for a wood. Plantanes, in Stortford, seems to 
have replaced some of the R eedings. 

Great Havers (Stortford), Grea~ Beaver (Thorley), were sown 
with Hafer, A.S. oats; L~cy Croft (Birchanger), Laser Field 
(Stortford), should be the same as Lucerne Field in Farnham ; other 
names tell us of crops of a very different kind. The Vineyard in 
Thorley and Little Hadham remind us that grapes were formerly 
cultivated in England, having been introduced by the Romans. Hop 
grounds are found at Stortford, Stansted, Farnham, and Thorley, 
. though hops no longer grow on them. Manuden had two saffron gar­
dens and Little Hadham one, following the example of Saffron Wal-
den , or, perhaps, preceding it, since saffron was first grown in Essex 
in Edward Ill's time, though not introduced into Walden, by Sir 
T homas Smith, till the reign of Edward VI. Stortford had its 
herbal culture, too, in lavender pastures, unless they got their name, 
more prosaically, from the old word for washerwomen. 

From the peaceful occupation of the agriculturist we turn to 
a very different subject; the proximity of the large forests brought 
the stern enactment of the cruel game laws, of days when the life of 
one of the king's deer was of more value than that of the king's 
subjects. 

In the reign of Edward Ill there existed in Essex alone nearly 
1 so gallows, a result of the regal franchises of great landowners ; and 
we find their traces at Gal End, formerly written Gallows End, at 
Stansted; Hangman's Coppice in Takeley Forest; Hanging Hill, 
Stortford ; and Galley Ley, Little Hadham. 

Dove House Ley, ·Stortford, Dove House Field, Manuden, two 
in Birchanger, and one in Farnham, preserve the memory of the old 
rights of the lords of the manor to keep those great settlemen ts of 
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pigeons, which, feeding on the tenants' fields, caused one of the 
great grievances of feudal times ; Farnham has the actual dove 
house still standing. 

Various monastic orders held a good proportion of the lands in 
this neighbourhood, as elsewhere. The Manor of Pinchpool, in 
Manuden, was given by John Cutts to the Abbot of Westminster ; 
the church there was given by Richard de Camville and his wife to 
the monks of St. Nelon in Brittany, who had a cell at Hatfield 
Regis ; and, when a priory was founded there, this church was 
among its endowments. Little Hadham belonged to the monks of 
Ely; Birchanger, like Takeley, to St. Valery ; and Farnham Church 
to Hatfield Priory, like Manuden. 

We have Bishops Field in Stortford, of which the manor was 
held by the Bishops of London, and Priest Ley Field, Monk's 
Mead, Chapel Croft, Priors Garden, in Manuden (the Priory of 
Berden held lands there) ; St. J ohns, Monks Mead, Lady Mead, 
John Field, and Mary Croft, in Stansted ; Mother Croft and Priory 
Ley, in ·Little Hadham, and Abbotts, in Thorley, to remind us of the 
monks' possessions. A Prior's Field in Birchanger was part of a gift. 
of eighteen acres from Richard de Montfichet to the prior and monks 
of Thremhall Priory, towards the maintenance of a chaplain in 
Furneaux Pelham Church, and of a canon in the priory to say 
masses daily for ever for the souls of his ancestors. 

Lower Witch Croft, close to Monks Mead and Mary Croft, in 
Stansted, and Witch Mead, near Chapel Croft, in Manuden, are 
very suggestive. What strange story could they tell us of wild, dark 
superstition, of grim relentless persecution, of suffering and death, 
if we could but evoke the ghostly memories that lie buried in the 
past ! Impish Mead, in Farnham, and Goblets, probably Goblins, 
Mead, Manuden, have a somewhat sulphurous flavour about them 
too. 

Beadles Field, Stortford ; Sexton Croft, Manuden, were probably 
pieces of land of which the ownership was permanently annexed to 
some parochial office. Robert de Barnham, temp. Edward Ill, 
gave some fields in Little Hadham towards the maintenance of five 
wax candles in the church ; they used to be known as Lamp lands, 
but no longer exist under that name. Farnham has a Candle Croft, 
evidently devoted to the same purpose. John · Battle, of M anuden, 
gave two acres of arable land fo F the maintenance of c~rtain lights 
in that church. There is a God's Croft in Manuden, which may be 
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this land ; it has certainly been devoted to some pious use, but I 
have not been. able to ascertain anything about it. In connection 
with this class of names I may mention Hither and Further Palmers 
Water Mead, in Stansted. It is, of course, quite possible that 
Palmer was the name of a former owner or occupier ; but the old­
fashioned prefixes incline me to consider that the Palmers were 
pilgrims who used the fords across the water at that point. 

It is recorded in the Stortford churchwardens' book that in I 548 
~' 5 acres of londe called the Hospitalles lying in Ugley and Stansted 
Montfichet was given and prchased by the Brothern and Sistern 
of the ffraternitie of Stortford to the fyndinge of a yearly obit." I 
looked in vain for these fields in the Stansted map, but they are to 
be found in Oakley still. 

Birchanger and Bishop's Stortford both have their Pest House 
ground and pasture, and the former the so-called Pester House, to 
remind us of the awful visitations of the plague; in I sS 2, the Start­
ford churchwardens' book records that 66 persons died of it in that 
parish, and 2 3 I in r 666. 

One of the strangest names I have met with occurs in Birchanger, 
though "a wry neck " in Little Had ham runs it close. It is written 
Aprons and Halfpence in one place, Aprons or Halfpence in another, 
and has probably to do with the tenure of the land, "apron-string 
hold " being land held in virtue of a wife. 

For pastimes and sports we have Basbow, originally Baseball, 
Lane in Stortford, and Stansted has provided itself, in humble 
imitation, with what may prove to future generations an interesting 
record of a then-forgotten game, in Upper and Lower Stump Skittles. 
There are Dogdens in Manuden, also Doydens, a mistake probably 
in writing; a Bloodhounds Ley. in Stortford tells where those animals 
were kept. Red Deer Park at Little Hadham was for larger game 
than Coneygra=Coneygarth in Stortford, and Corney (i.e. , Coney) 
Hill in Little Hadham. The Chaseway in Manuden has nothing to 
do wi th hunting, but, like the Causeway in Stortford, is derived from 
the F rench chaussee, a raised path. 

The Oars in Thorley comes from Or, a boundary; the Home 
Dole, in the same parish, may come from a word with the same 
meaning, from a charity of which I have no information, or from a 
meadow in which several people had shares ; the Bourn, common to 
several parishes, of course means boundary. March Hill, in 
Manuden, derives from Mark, another word for boundary. 
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I have still a longer list than I like of unsolved puzzles; if any­
one can help me to the meanings of a few, such as Little Discern, 
Ripshons, Tummage, Scalmins, Rawthey, Nanhikes, Fuddle, Fretters, 
Rages, and Revels, I shall be most grateful. 

Those other names of which I have spoken have, I think, amply 
fu lfilled the promise given in Taylor's Words; they have truly given 
us a history of the places in which we have lived, realised into 
actual fac ts the customs of our forefathers, investing names which 
have been to us but empty words with an 1almost solemn dignity, 
so vividly have they recalled the past. 

Surely then, this must impress upon all who have any power in 
the matter, the gr~at importance of not letting that history become a 
blank page, or, worse still, of allowing it to be defaced with a series 
of meaningless and frivolous designations. Let them do all in their 
power to preserve the valuable records which have been left to us, 
so that succeeding generations may still be able to trace them, and 
that in the homesteads where their . forefathers have dwelt, and 
worked, and died, their memory shall still survive. 

TILTY ABBEY. 
BY HERBERT W. GIBSON. 

A TRAVELLER along the high road from Dunmow to Thaxted 
might be pardoned ior missing the view of the bare walls now 

constituting all that is left of Tilty Abbey. 
Essex is peculiarly unfortunate in its archa!ological remains, for 

what were once Norman st rongholds or religious houses are now 
little more than piles of stones-time has already worked sad havoc, 
and in another century even the sites of these buildings may hardly 
be identified. 

Tilty Abbey was founded in I I 33, or, as some writers think, ·in 
IIS2, by Maurice FitzGeoffrey. He owned most, if not the whole, 
of the parish, and at once endowed his foundation with his whole, 
land in Tileteia, otherwise Tliteia, Tiltey, or Tilty, and this grant 
was confirmed by Robert Earl Ferrars, the Lord Paramount. 

Two charters were granted to the Abbey; the first, dated I I 52, 
bearing the signature of Richard de Lucy, of Ongar Castle, and 
Protector . of the Kingdom during Henry the Second's absence 
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abroad. The second or confirmatory charter being granted in the 
tenth year of Richard I (rrgg). 

For some reason or other Tilty Abbey has been confounded with 
the Priory of St. John the Baptist at Woodham Ferrers, and usually 
known as Bicknacre Priory. The only connection between the two 
seems to be that they had a common founder. Tilty was a Cistertian 
Monastery dedicated to the Virgin Mary; Bicknacre was a com­
munity of black canons. The latter was founded under peculiar 
circumstances. FitzGeoffrey was then under a cloud ; he had mis­
appropriated the king's revenues, and got out of his difficulties by 
laying out a certain part of them for "pious uses," his master, on 
that condition, foregoing his claim to tbe remainder ! The fact, 
too, that the two houses were not classed together at the time of the 
Dissolution shows that they were distinct foundations. 

The abbot with his spiritual and lay brethren, having got 
possession of the ground, soon set to work to erect their buildings. 
The great flint stones were to be found close at hand, building stone 
was scarce, and was only used where absolutely necessary ; wood 
was plentiful, and the heavy clay was readily formed into tiles. 
Judging from the immense nu'inber of broken tiles still to be found 
in the Abbey and adjoining fields, these buildings must have been 
of considerable magnitude. We have no information as to how 
many monks resided on the premises in early times; there were 
seven when John Palmer, the last abbot, surrendered in I 542. 

Looking to the considerable amount of land then held, the number 
of lay brethren who did the agricultural work would be large, and 
sufficient room would have to be provided for the guests, the great 
people of the land, and poor travellers. 

Lord Chancellor Audeley, to whom the estate was granted at the 
Dissolution, was so impressed with the usefulness of monasteries from 
a traveller's point of view that he tried to persuade Cromwell to spare 
St. John's Abbey, at Colchester, and St. Osyth Priory. These 
houses, says Blunt, "had been inns for the wayfaring man, who had 
heard from afar the sound of the vesper bell, at once inviting him to 
to 1epose and devotion, and who might sing his matins with the 
morning star, and go on his way rejoicing. 

The uneven field adjoining the church marks the site of the 
monastery. The ruins still standing are little more than bare walls, 
full of holes, and useful for sheltering sheep in winter. It is said 
that these remains are part of the cloister; at any rate, there are 
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still signs of the semicircular arches from which the groins sprung. 
No doubt some slight excavations would reveal the ground plan. 
Even a few hours' spade labour has brought to light fragments of 
old glass, pottery, tile, and !~ad. Huge carved and other building 
stones must have from time to time been removed from the site; 
even now the coping of the bridge over the stream is formed of the 
octagonal base of a church pillar, and parts of the circular columns 
to which it belonged are worked into a neighbouring wall ! Less 
than a quarter of a mile from these ruins is the Grange Farm, where 
the monks stored their crops ; nearer still is a water mill, where they 
ground their grist. 

According to Stowe's Annals the abbey was pillaged by part 
of King John's army in I 215. 

Without doubt the most interesting relic of the past now to be 
seen at Tilty is the chancel of the parish church. The nave was 
probably standing before the abbey was founded, but naturally 
enough these holy fathers, recalling the magnificent churches of 
the order in France, sighe.d for something of the kind at Tilty. 
It may be that they were not sufficiently wealthy to built a separate 
church at first or even to materially improve what they found . 
Seventy years slipped away before their church was dedicated; this 
not until I 2 z r. It is difficult to say whether the present chancel 
was merely looked upon as a chapel or was the "abbey church." 
The writer is inclined to think that there must have been a separate 
building, and that this, with · its belfry, was standing at the time of 
the Dissolution . 
. . The present chancel may be the "chapel" referred to in the 

grant to Lord Audeley. A gentleman living at Thaxted, in I 7 77, 
when the drawing of the parish church was made for Grose's 
Antiquities, remembered part of the lodgings of the monastery stand­
~ng and being inhabited by a farmer, but the buildings were pulled 
down by the then Lord Maynard. The same gentleman stated that 
he had seen a survey, then of no very ancient date, in which the tower 
of the abbey church was represented as extant. There is certainly 
nothjng in the present parish church suggesting a tower or belfry. 

The chancel, already referred to, was connected with the abbey 
in some way or other. Its date is about I 340. The external work 
is of chipped flint and squares of st'one laid in regular order, sur­
mounted by large rubble. There are two bold buttresses at the 
i}ngles with . two very :h.andsome carved stone ni ches, ·curious-ly 
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placed, partly in the buttress and partly 111 the wall. The east 
window has five large lights, formerly partially blocked up, and is 
said to be the largest and one of the most handsome in the county. 
The tracery is superb, but much of the effect is lost for want of 
stained glass . The north and south windows and four or five 
richly wrought stone stalls are also well worth attention . 

The plainness of the nave is a curious contrast to the chancel, 
and the walls of the former are twice the thickness of the latter. 
Some steps from this chancel led down to the secular buildings. 
These steps were discovered some years ago when the tenant of the 
farm was removing old stumps of trees ; the paving tiles were 
square and lozenge shaped- buff, green, and, red; many were 
coi1siderably worn. More recently an underground chamber was 
found j this was mentioned at the time in the county papers and 
several people went to see it ; it was, however, built of brick of a 
late date, and could hardly have had much to do with the abbey. 
More probably it was part of the sanitary arrangements of the 
farmer's habitation before referred to. 

The trout stream forming the boundary of the Abbey field is 
sometimes allowed to run dry; on one of these occasions the miller 
found a gold ring lying in the mud. This proved to be of 
fifteenth century workmanship ; the centre stone was gone. In 
the middle was the motto tnt :biJ> _tm (all say one). This ring is 
now in the British Museum, and was evidently a remnant of form er 
owners, monks or otherwise. 

The endowments of the abbey were at first somewhat small, 
consisting chiefly of the lands in Tilty. In 1291 the revenues 
amounted to £ r r 5 6s. 6d. At the time of Abbot Palm er s 
surrender these were returned as worth £ J 7 7 9s. 4d. gross, and 
£167 2s. 6d. net; included in their property were some tenements 
in Milk Street and Wood Street, London, producing £7 a year l 
The whole of Tilty then belonged to the abbey, and was valued at 
about £29 per annum ; then there were lands in Broxted, Croys 
Grange in Great Easton, the Manor or Grange ofVenors in Thaxted, 
the Manor of Deynes in Debden; lands in Widdington, Newport, 
Elmdon, Littlebury, and Langley, Dodenhall Grange in Wendon , 
Chrishall Grange, The Manor of Grange in Chigwell, z8o acres in 
Chickney, land at Bentley, pas~ure for 300 sheep in Fakenham, and 
lands at Babraham and Duckworth in Cambridgeshire. 

\\' hen the church was dedicated, in 1221, further grants were 
G 
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made of lands in Great Easton, Thaxted, Dunmow, Canfield, 
Broxted, Henham, Stebbing, Wethersfield, Little Bardfield, Arkes­
don, Chrishall, Margaret Roding, Great Leighs, Woodham Ferrers, 
and Thorley. · 

' The abbey arms were: Argent, on a cross, gules, five fteur 
de lis, or. 

The common seal was · circular, representing the Virgin Mary 
crowned, having in her right hand a sceptre and in her left the 
divine Infant-on either side of her three monks praying-sur­
roun.d'ed by. the following inscription : ~ig c.omune m.onast.erii 
b.cate ~ta:tie :b.e CQ!:ilt.e!].e. There is an impression of this se~! in 
Colchester Museum . . 

The following list of the names of the abbots is by no means 
complete: 

Simon , 1188 . 
. Robert 1 26o. 
Thomas Chishull, 1370. 
John Leighs, 1407. 
Simon Pabenham, 1437. 
John London, 1515 . 
:Roge.r de Beverley, 15 1,7. 

Joh~ Browne, 1520. , 
Jqh.n Palmer, who signed the surrender. 

The Simon · of 1.188 is mentioned in connection with Dun mow 
Priory . 
.. . Tho.mas Chishull, or a later Thomas, is. buried in the church, 

for on a brass plate in the centre of the na~e is this inscription : 

Abbas famosus bonus et vivendo probatus 
In Thakely natus qui jacet hie tumula tus 
Thomas dictatus qui · X to sit sociatus 

. Rite . gubernavit istumque loc um perama vi t. 

.John Palmer and his immediate predecessors ruled but for a 
·short time. John met the inevitable with ready submission, his 
being t~e first abbey in the country to be surrendered, 28th 
February, 1542. · King Henry VIII granted it, in April of the 
·same year, to Tho'ITias, the newly-created .Lord Audeley of Walden, 
and his heirs by the following description : "The site of the late 
Monastery with the Churches · and Chapels, a mansion called the 
Founders Lodg;irig ·and the Guest . Hall-Tilty Grange and the 
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Manor of Tiltey, the Parsonage with a chapel belonging to the same, 
lands and tenements called-Ryecrofts, with one house built thereoo, 
Byngemores Meadow, next to the high field, in Tiltey," with other 
lands at Plechedon Green {Henham), Broxted, and Chawreth. · 

Thomas Audeley, who had been Lord Chancellor for up,vards of 
twelve years, died 3oth April, 1544, and the estate descended to 
Margaret, his daughter and sole heir. This lady married (first) 
Lord Henry Dud)ey, who was· slain at St. Quintin's in 1557, and 
(secondly) Thomas Howard, Duke of Norfolk, who was beheaded 
on Tower Hill, znd June, 1572, ·nine years after her death; by him 
she had Thomas Howard and four other children. This famous 
Lord Thomas Howard, who subsequently became Earl of Suffolk, 
enjoyed the estate until, by obtaining licence on znd March, r 588, 
he sold the same in the following month to Henry Maynard, Esq., 
ancestor of the Countess of ·warwick, the present owner. The 
deed of conveyance, although over 3oo years old, is perfeCtly legible. 
It is signed "Howard" in a bold hand, and ·the seal has a coat of 
arms upon it. Henry Maynard paid £s,ooo for his estate, which 
included " the scite, circuit and premises of the late dissolved 
monastery of Tiltey," ·and the lands "wh were graunted by the ·late 
Kinge of famous memory Kinge Henry the Eight unto the saide 
Right Honorable Thomas Lord Audeley of Walden Chauncellor of 
Englande and his heires by" his 1'•• patente dated the ffoure and 
twenteth daie of Aprill in the ffoure and thirtith yere of his Raigne. " 
John Pal mer the last Abbot>, is referred to by name, and the date, 
instead of being at the beginning or end of the deed, forrris an 
artistic finish to the "T .>> i of> the texted words "This Indenture." 
Several writers say that the chartulary of the Abbey is still at Easton 
Lodge. ·: 

The monks of Tiltey were of the Cistertian Order. This order 
appears to have been founded on zrst March, ro98, by Robert 
Abbot of St. Michael de Tonnere. The settlement was at Cisteaux, 
five leagues from Dijon, ·in the Diocese of Chalons. The !arid 
there was like a desert-rough, uncultivated, and full of brambles. 
The only redeeming feature was a spring in the neighbourhood 
which was highest when the weather was driest ! The monks took 
up their dwellings in little cells in the woods, and must have sought 
a more civilised region 'Had not Eudo, Duke of Burgtmdy, supplied 
them with provisions, and contributed handsomely to the building of 
their monastery. The rules of the order forbade the u·se of fur 'or 
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rich skins, superfluous habits, ornaments of beds, much meat, or the 
use of fat bacon or other like extravagances. The lay brethren 
before . referred to undertook all the manual labour, the monks 
resorting to prayer and the service of God. Their habit was 
originally of a tawny colour, but was changed to grey or white. 
Tradition says the Virgin appeared to one of the monks and gave 
him a white habit as a sign that white was henceforth to be used. 
The third abbot of the. order, who had the credit .of bringing it into 
repute, was Stephen Harding, an Englishman. The Brotherhood 
rapidly grew, abbeys sprang up in all directions, and there were soon 
soo of these in France and abroad. Before the Dissolution they 
had eighty-five houses in England. 

In early days all the Church of Jesus Christ was full of the high 
reputation and opinion of the sanctity of the order. No shirts or 
skins were worn, and no flesh allowed except in case of serious 
illness. No fish, eggs, milk, or cheese was touched except on 
extraordinary occasions. They drank no wine, lay on straw beds in 
their clothes, and often rose . at midnight and prayed till break of 
day. All the day was spent in labour, reading, and prayer, without 
sloth or idleness. There was strict and continued silence except at 
the spiritual conference hour. Their fasts were perpetual, and their 
hospitality unbounded. Three centuries later showed a very 
different state of things, for at that time articles of reform had to 
be drawn up to stop abuses. The pious abbots were required to 
quit the secular pomp and vanity they used in appearing abroad. 
Their excessive dress was curtailed. Plurality of office was forbidden. 
It. was ordained that no longer should the bread, wine, and pittance 
be received apart, but that all should eat in their refectory together. 
The gates of the monasteries were not to be open later than a given 
hour. No women, except very great ladies and the dairymaid 
were to enter the premises. Going abroad in secular attire was 
forbidden. They were not to go to entertainments, taverns, or 
shows, nor carry weapons. If it was really necessary to have some 
defence against dogs, such weapons should be used as became 
religious gravity. No monk was to be a godfather, or have he 
or she gossips, or be allowed to utter oaths. No feather beds, 
quilts, sheets, or linen were to be used, only woollen clothing; 
meat was only allowed on Tuesdays and Thursdays. The full 
habit consisted of the white robe, black scapular and hood and 
black girdle. There were also nuns of the same order. 
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One of the two other Cistertian monasteries in Essex was that 
of Coggeshall, and the brethren of the two abbeys were evidently 
on good terms. In I 749 Mr. Town send, . one of the members, 
exhibited to the Society of Antiquaries, eight ancient rolls finely 
written on vellum, fastened together with .silk strings, to which was 
appendant an oval seal in green wax, representing the figure of an 
abbot in his robes having a pastoral staff in his right hand, with 
this inscription : SIGILLVM ROBERTI ABBATIS DE T!LTEA. Thes~ 

rolls contained a transcript of about sixty charters and confirmation 
of grants of lands belonging to the Granges of Thorndon and 
Waterden? in Essex, and the Abbot of Tilty's Instrument under 
h:s seal imported that he (Brother R obert, as he styled himself) and 

_his convent in the year of our Lord I 26o, on the morrow of St. 
Thomas the Apostle, had received from Thomas of Coggeshall and 
his convent all the charters therein transcribed which they bad il1 
their power belonging to the Granges which they held in fee from 
the Abbot of Coggeshall, in order that if the Abbot of Tilty 
should be impleaded of those granges or any of 'their possessions 
or any of those charters should be lost, the transcript might remain 
as a record. -

It is interesting to trace the origin of these "granges," so often 
referred to as part of the abbey property. Popes Paschal! and 
Hadrian IV had decreed that so long as the Cistertians kept the 
lands in thei r own hands and farmed them no tithes should be 
payable. . The ecclesiastics, themselves too de\·out to work, looked 
to the lay brothers to cu ltivate the farms. These men (who, by the 
way, were allowed to wear beards) found it absolutely necessary to 
store their corn, and erected great barns or granges for the purpose. 
The loss of the tithes soon told on the rector of the parish, 
and on his leaving, the monks themselves supplied the spiritual 
wants of the people. These tithes, at the time of the Dissolution, 
got into lay hands, yet according to N ewcourt, an incumbent was 
soon found, one· Phi!. Petty, who existed on a mere pittance. 

It is said to be a most unlucky thing to remove any material s 
from Tilty Abbey, but the small thefts since the buildings first began 
to decay, must have been continual. According to the usual 
local tradition, an underground passage leads from the abbey to 
Horeham Hall, ·some two or three miles away. · The entrance, at 
any rate from the Tilty epd, has yet to be found ! 

In conclusion, we may picture .Tilty us it w:as soo years 
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ago. The abbot and monks absolute owners of the parish, the 
church, the tithes, with grange and crops, with power in parliament 
and power at home, rulers over the ignorant villagers, committed 
body and soul to their care, members of a vast community, "all 
saying one " for weal or woe. The rules had become elastic, the 
sanctity less pronounced ; the -good things of this life were all at 
hand. Easton supplied the venison ; the neighbouring woods were 
full of game ; the stream and abbey pond furnished trout and carp ; 
the vineyard (still so called) yielded wine ; while the grange and 
mill were for the staff of life. 

There are sermons in stones. Those of Tilty Abbey seem 
to say: 

As for man his days are as grass, as a flower of the field so he flourisheth, 
for th e wind passeth over it and it is gone, and the place thereof shall know it 
no more. 

THE CHURCH BELLS OF ESSEX. 

BY REV. CECIL DEEDES AND EDWARD J. WELLS. 

IX.-ARCHDEACONRY OF COLCHESTER. 

DEANERY OF SAMPFORD 

ASH DON ALL SAINTS. Six Bells. 

I. 30 in. THOMAS MEARS FOUNDER LONDON 1843. THE GIFT 
OF B. CHAPMAN DD RECTOR. 

2. 32 in. THOMAS l'viEARS FOTJNDER LONDON 1842 

3· 34 in. THOMAS LESTER & T. PAcK FECIT MARTIN PAGE & 
THo8

• REEDER CH WARDENS 1754· 

4· 36 in . W & T MEARS LATE LESTER PACK & CHAPMAN OF 
LONDON F ECIT !787. MESSRS WM HAYLOCK & 
DAN~ KENT CH wARDENS 

u 
5· 41 in. >B )'rtrgo : €roronata : ::®uc 

0 
~egna: ,&eata 

6. 44 in. MILES ·:• GRAYE .;. MADE ·:• ME •:• I66c- FE 

5 is from the Bury foundry. 
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When I visited this church in 1890 the bells had not been rung 
up for some four years, the tower being considered unsafe. The 
bells are chimed by E1Iacombe's apparatus and are in good order. 
I and 2 were said by the sexton to be recasts, 2 being the gift of the 
parish. 4 is chimed at 9 o'clock each Sunday morning, and also 
during the gleaning season at 9 a. m . . and 8 p.m. Salmon and 
Morant give here five bells, probably correct, as 4 was given after 
their date. C.D. 

GREAT BARD FIELD ST. MARY. Five Bells and Clock Bell. 

I. 30 in. 

2. 33 in. 

3· 
1 . 

352 m. 

4· 39 in. 

MILES GRAIE MADE ME 1607 

C. & G. MEARS FOUNDERS LONDON 1847. THE GIFT Ol<' 

WILLIAM SANDLE ESQR. 

As No. I. 

SR MARTIN LUMLEY C W I WAYLET FECT 
qo5 

5· 44 in. As No. I. 

Clock Bell. Very difficult of access. 

The letter Sand the figure 7 are reversed on Nos. r, 3 and 5 
and someone has filed off the top of the 6 on No. 3 so that the 
date may be read 1002. 

The Lumley family formerly had large estates in the neighbour­
hood. The Sir Martin Lumley who gave 4 succeeded to the title 
in qo2, married three wives, and died in J7II. 

Salmon and Morant give five bells. Probably the whole were 
cast or recast by old Miles Graie in r6o7, 4 and 2 in process of time 
being cracked and recast. 

LITTLE BARDFIELD. ST. KATHERINE. Two Bells. 

I. 32 in. WILLIAM LAND MADE ME 1624 

2. 36t in. >i< .$urn Eofa :P>ulfata .um.unN JKatet·tna 
-wocata u 

I. Dr. Raven (Camb., 62) says that William Land was perhaps 
a foreman of Stephen Tonne's. On the Halstead Tenor his initials 
are as.sociated with T. D. (Thomas Draper). Here he is working 
independently, and also in the 5th at Great Yeldham, with the legend, 
"Mee made the hand of William Land." Mr. L'Estrange (Nor/, 
64) thinks he went to Colchester. 
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H E LIONS BUMPSTEAD. ST. ANDREW. SixBellsandClockBell. 

r. 30 m. THOMAS. ~EARS OF LoNDON FouNDER I834 
2. 32 in : THOMAS MEARS OF LONDON FouNDER RECAST r833 
3· 35 in. MILES GRAYE MADE ME 1647 
4· 36 in. 

5· 39 in. 
6. 44 111. 

Clock Bell. 

As No. 2. 

MILO GRAIE ME FECIT 
MILO GRAIE ME FECIT I64r. 

20 m. T HOMAS MEARS FouNDER L oNDON 1838. 

The figure 6 on the Tenor is reversed. 
The tower fell, and was rebuilt very substantially of red brick in 

1812. Neither Salmon nor Morant give the number of bells here, 
but Muilman says there were five. They were probably Miles 
Grayes of various dates, the treble being added in I 834. 

HADSTOCK. ST. BoTOLPH. Five Bells. 

r. 25 in. THO = GARDINER * SUDBURY * FECIT* 

1?39 **** 
2. 

3· 

27 in. 

29! in. 

4· 31t in. 

qoo 
RonT SPENCER & THo8 HAM~ION CH WARDENS } 
PACK & CHAPMI}N OF LONDON FECIT 1774 

JOHN THORNTON SUDBURY F ECIT 1719 

5· 35 in. RICH KEENE CAST THIS RING qoo · 
Nos. z, 3, and 5 are cra:cked. 

It is doubtful if . tb~ date on No. 4 is 1712 or I 719· Thornton's 
dates range from qo8 to 17 20. 

Richard Keene's "ring " has fared ill - all gone ·but two, and 
they cracked. His foundry was at Royston; says Dr. Raven (Cam b. 

97 ) . His bells are roughly cast,· and have seldom more than the 
date. 

HEMPSTEAD. ST ANDREW. Five Bells and Clock Bell. 

I. 33 in. SAMVELL F1TCH & IosvAH CoELL CHVRCHWARDENS r664 
A 0 B 

2 . 36 in. THO * GARDINER * SUDBURY * * FECIT 

3· 41 in. 

* * * 1751 * 

)If barbara : firenum : 
"tnco o 

0 t 
,=, 

melos : t')ulcet')tne 
0 

3-obannes tonne me fecit 
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4· 44 in. ~Z<> IOHN 0 AND 0 CHRISTOPHER 0 HO JJSON 
0 MADE 0 ME·~ 1678 0 0 0 0 

5· 47 in. FILIUS 'JW VIRGINIS ~Z<> MARIE 'JW OAT+ NOBIS 'JW 
GA VOlA 'JW VITE 

~ DE 'JW BvRI •Z<> SA NTI 'JW EoMON DI •Z<> STEFANUS 'JW 
ToNNI 'JW ME 'JW FEciT 1575 ',:( 

Clock Bell-Blank. 
The tower fell on z8th January, r 88z. 
Nos. r to 4 are hung in a shed in the chur::hyard at east end 

of church. ·· 
The cannons of No. 5 are broken off. All the letters Son No. 5 

are reversed after the manner of Stephen Tonne. 
No. 3, like most of John Tonne's fine bells, has a quaint Latin 

hexameter; angl(ce-1, Barbara, surpass the melody of the Syrens 
with my sweetness. 

RADWINTER. ST. MARY. Eight Bells. 

I. 26! in. :\fEARS & STAINBANK WHITECHAPEL FOUNDRY LON DON 

r888 
EX ORE INFA NTIUM ET LACTENTIUM PERFECISTI LAUDEJ\f 

2. 27! in. liiEARS & STAINBANK WHITECHAPEL FOUNDRY LONDON 

DEU~ l TIMETE REGINAM H ONO RIFICATE 

+ 1837-1887 + 
3· z8 in. JAM ES BARWELL FouNDER B IR MINGHAM 1877 

+ 
4 · 30 in. U * GOD o SAVE THE o KING o r6r6 

5· 

6. 

7· 
8. 

• R.O. in shield . 

32 rn. .. ,. PRAISE THE LORD r6zg 

i] u u 
>i< sancta : maria : ora : pro noqis : 
•i• SONORO SONO MEO SONO DEO r6r6 

4 I ID. THOMAS GLASCOCK C : WARDEN JOHN BR IANT H ERH'OHD 

FECIT AN : DOM 1798 
One and two are "Jubilee " bells. The former was subscribed 

for by children and youths. 
Four, five, and seven are by Robert Oldfield, 16os-r638. 
F resh frame s, fittings, e)c., w,ere ~upplied by Bullock, of Ixworth . 

A clock was put up in" ; 878 ' by William .Armstrong, of Saffron 
Walden. This is a model belfry.-C. D. 

Neither Salmon nor Morant mention the bells. Muilman gives 
five. 
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LITTLE SALING. ss. PETER AND PAUL. 
I. 22 10. !768. 

One Bell . 

GREAT SAMPFORD. ST. MrcHAEL. Five Bells. 

r. 26t in. WILLIAM LAND MADE ME r624. . . 
2. 28t in. RICHARDE w FREMAN w GABRELL 0 FRY 0 

CHVRCH 0 WARDENS r68-~:> 

3· . Same as No. r. 30 in.} 
4· 33 10. 
5· 36 in. IOHN <> HODSON <> MADE <> ME <> r664 <> 

THOMAS<> EWENS <> NICKLIS <>SMITH + + 
CHVRCH •lP WARDENS •lP W ~~ H + + + 

No. 2 has a piece broken · out of it. It has on the waist the 
Royal Arms on one side and the head of Charles II, crowned, on 
the other. 

r, 3, 4· Comparing these bells with the treble of Little Bard­
field, one reaches the very probable conclusion that William Land 
towards the end of his life became an itinerant, and that these four 
bells are evidence that he was in N. W. Essex in 1624. There is a 
bell by him at Dulwich College Chapel, dated 1633. Mr. Stahl­
schmidt thinks there were at least two founders of this name (Surrey, 
p. 96). 

5· John Hodson was a London founder, 1653-1693· 

LITTLE SAMPFORD. ST. MARY. One Bell. 

r. 33 in. >i< ..S@"E. : .GID...i?.Cffi31Cfil.. : ®:ffi.A 
~:m.® :m.® ;81::.-S 

Salmon, Moraot, and Muilman give three bells here. 

HISTORIANS OF ESSEX. 
V.-A GENTLEMAN. 

BV EDWARD A FITCH. 

sHORTLY after the completion of Morant's History of Essex in 
1768, the anonymous prospectus of another History, of which 

I have a copy, was issued. It is badly printed on grey paper as 
follows: 
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'TO · THE 

I N HA B I T A N T S of E S S E X ; 

WHEN we consider the great importance of the County of EssEx, it can 
scarcely be conceived that the inhabitan ts have not been favoured with a 

complete , instructive, and amusing Historj thereof: -- yet such is the case ; For 
except the late elaborate one, compiled .by the Rev. Mr. MORANT, F. S. A. not 
any has appeared worthy the perusal of the public : And that volum inous per­
formance is calculated but for one class of readers ; as it can only be purchased at 
the amazing 'price of Four Pounds Fourteen Shillings and S ix Pence, bound in 
Calf. 

FROM this one circumstance only it is obvious, how much the publ ic stands in 
need of a work of this kind, adapted for every class : -- And in consideration 
thereof, the editor of this now offered, has chearfully undertaking the task. 

THIS H ISTORY OF EssEx is in tended then for the . information anJ entertain­
ment of the GENTLEMAN, the T RADESMAN, the FARMER, and the MECHAN IC; 
and as nothing can be more pleasing than the knowledge of our own Country, by 
the plan here laid down, the affluent wi ll not be the only benefited thereby; for 
by fixing the price so low as Sixpence a Fortnight, even the Cottager himself may 
have the opportunity of amusing and instructing his li tt le houshold. 

As it is really necessary that every one who can read should be acquainted 
with the state, &c. of his own neighbourhood, so therefore ought every person , as 
soon as possible, to furnish themselves with an H istory of it ; in the perusal of 
which he must derive so much pleasure and satisfaction. 

WHAT,..can .gjve g reater pa in to a man of the least understanding, than when 
in another County, he can, upon examination, give little or no acco unt of the 
Govermnimt, Police, Customs, Trade, IY/auufactures, Jllavigation, curious Painti11gs, 
.public and private Buildings, and Garrisons, &c. belonging to his own. 

THE NECESSITY and Util ity then of a new and complete HISTORY OF EsSEX, 
can no longer be doubted; and the amazing alterations of every sort and kind 
that have been made within these few years, render such a publication doubly 
necessary; that mankind may with pleasure, behold the progressive improve­
ments that have been lately made, and are still mak ing in Arts, Scimces, 
Agriculture, &c. 

THE AUTHOR, unwill ing to deprec iate any former publication, will only 
observe, that he intends to strike an happy medium ; neither to tire with dull 
repetitions, nor leave the reader ungrat ified, by omitting any materia l circumstance 
that can contribute to his amusement or instruction ; but must in justice to 
himself likewise declare, nothing has, or shall be wanting on his part to render 
this work valuable and entertaining; and by no means unworthy a place in the 
first Libraries. 

As it will stand in need of no apology, so will it be super ior to the shafts of 
envy or malevolence; and as it wi ll be supported on ly by its own intrinsic merit 
and the candor of the public, by them it must stand or fall. 

As every assistance, from the learned and ingenious wi ll be gratefu lly 
accepted, the editor will readi ly insert any papers proper to illustrate the per­
formance, which may be sent (post paid) to Mr. Hassa ll at Chelmsford. 

T he reasons for this anonymity are set forth in the address of the 
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Editor to the Reader issued with the first number. 
of the title page as follows (p. 1) : 

This consisted 

A New and Complete 
HISTORY OF ESSEX, 

FROM A 1..-\ T E SU HVEY j 

Compared with the most ce lebrated Histor ian s, 
CO:-ITAL'IlNG, 

A natural and pleasing Description 
OF THE SEVERAL 

DIVIS I ONS o f the COUNTY, 
\\TfH THE!l{ 

Prod ucts, and Curiosities of every Kind 
BOTH ANCIENT A:-ID MODERN . 

• ·I :>ID 

A Review of the most remarkable E1·en ts and R evolutions therein, fro111 the 
earl iest .!Era dow':' to I 769. 

ILL USTRATED \ \Tl"H COPPER-PLATES. 

BY A GE.'\' TL EMAN. 

VO L. I. 

C HEL~I SF ORD: 

Printed and Sold by L!O:-IEL HASSA LL, MDCCLXTX. 

Dedication (p. 3) : 
"TO 

Persons of every Rank and Degree, 
IN H.~BITANTS 

Of the County of E ssex, 
THI S WORK, 

Compiled for the ir l nformation and Amusement, 
I 5 IJ E Il I CAT E I>, 

Address (pp. 5, 6): 

By the ir Obedient Servant, 

THE 

EDITOR 

TO T I! E 

R E .-\ D E R. 

The AUT H 0 R. 

c USTOM has now rendered it al;nost . unl?a ~·donable to offer a publ ication to 
the wor ld without an introductory !?reface. 

THE Editor of thi s Hi story will J10t d ispute the necessity of it : but only begs 
leave to observe, that hi s chief design in thi s ivork is to enterta in and improve 
the inhabitants of Essex in genera l. Surprized that so se rvi ceable a plan was not 
before put in execution, he undertakes the ta sk with chearfnlness ; reflecting 
with p leasure that he . may in some d eg_ree be useful to society. 



HISTORIAKS OF ESSEX. 

H E has endeavoured to descr ibe e1·ery particula r in an easy, na tura l manner. 
Avoiding the extreme of be ing either too elaborate, or too concise, he hopes to be 
happy enough to please the genera lity of readers. Apprized that the taste a nd 
disposit ions of m;tnkind widely differ, and that what might be amusing to one 
would be irksome to another, he has been more particularly .attentive to y ield to 
e1·ery purchaser a pleasing enterta inment. 

CURIOSITY often creates too anx ious a concern in us, to know the A UTH OR of 
any piece that makes its appearance : nay there a re some who contemn a publica­
t ion unread, becH.use it bears not the signature of a great man. But when it is 
considered, how far prejudice and party now a days h;t·te the ascendency over us, 
it will not seem unjustifiable that this hi story is wi thout one. 

THE works of many an ingen ious man have been despised entirely on account 
of the author's na me being known ; which othe rwioe would have received that 
praise they dese rvedly mer ited. But by g i l'ing his name he subjects himself to 
the malicious and inveterate satire of e1·ery anonymous writer who will condeocend 
to abuse him. . · 

THE considerate reader ivill ever look upon the t itle page with indifference, 
relying on the merit of the work itself for that satisfaction, which the sanction of a 
name can neither g ive) or take away. 

SHOUL D he meet with any thing in this Histo ry, wh ich hi s own opinion 
contradicts, he is intreated not to be too severe in his censure ; considering, the 
intention of it is to instruct mankind in the knowledgP. of t hat sphere wherein 
they move. 

GREAT acknowledgments a re due from the Editor to the Reverend and lea rned 
P. MOKA NT, F . S. A. for many valuable hints which will occasiona lly illustrat e 
this work. 

The History of Essex, etc., commencing on p. 7· 
Each number comprised 40 pages. There were 69 number~, 

instead of the original limit of 36, but I have been unable to find 
anywhere an original wrapper (if any). 

This work is now known in six volumes, of which the following 
is a CDllation : 

VOLU~IE J. 

Fron tispiece (Allegorical). Wale de/in ., Bland sculp. Corded box 
with P.M. and merchant's mark. 

I p. Engraved title, vol. r. Printed and Sold by Lionel Hassall, 
MDCCLXX. Sold also by F. Newbery, in St. Paul's 
ChurchY'1, London. 

I p. Printed title. Some copies have both titles, but many only 
one. 

I p. To Persons of every Rank and Degree, etc. · 
t - 1\'. pp. Dedication to Peter Muilman, Esq., etc. (dated Dec. z rst, 

1772). Often wanting. 
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v-vi.' pp: -The Editor to the Reader . 

. Map ~y _.;E~an : and Thos. Bowen. Sometimes wanting. 

-pp. 7-53• The History of Essex. Commences on p. 7· 

pp. 54-350. Chelmsford Hundred. 

pp. 35 r - 409. Witham Hundred. p. 369 is numbered 69. 

pp. 4:ro- 466. Hinckford Hundred. p. 423 is numbered 324. 
2 pp. The "Editor to the R,eade,r. Frequently bound after p. vi. 
Plates : pp. 84, 5· Moulsham_ Hall near Chelmsford in Essex the 

Seat of Sir W!" Mild may Bart. Folding. 

pp. ~)2, 3· A Plan of the River Chelmer from Chelmsford to Maldon 
. in the County of E~sex. Surveyed By Thomas Yeoman, 

1765. Folding. Sometimes wanting. 

pp. 126, 7.' New Hall The Seat of The Right Honb1
• the Lord 

. Waltham (Bland sculp.) - -

pp. 132, 3· The Seat of Richd -Hoare Esq .. near Boreham in Essex 
'(Bland delin. et sculp ) 

pp. 138, 9· Mausoleum Walthamiame in Boreham Church Yard. 
-The Monument of- the Sussex Family (I Strutt, Del. T. 
White, Sculp.) ' -

pp. r 88, 9· Danbury Place the Seat of Tho' Ffytche Esqr (J. June, 
sculp.) , .; , 

pp. ,246, 7· The Hide in the Parish of Ingatestone Essex the Seat 
of Tho• Brand Esqr (]. Chapman del. et sculp) 

pp. 274, 5· Hylands the Seat of John Comyns Esq'" near Chelmsford 
· in Essex. · 

pp. 296, 7. Shreens, in the Parish of Roxwell, the 
Tho" Berney Bramston Esqr (J. June, ~culp. ). 
Sometimes wanting. 

Seat of 
Folding. 

pp. 324, 5; To John Jolliff Tufnell Esqr. This Plate of his Seat 
at Langleys in Great _Waltham is most humbly and thank­
fullyinscribed (J. Mynde se.). 

pp. 364, 5· Hatfield Priory the Seat of John Wright Esqr- (J. 
Chapman, del et sculp.). 

This plate is frequently bound in Vol. iv., pp. n8, 9, following 
the erroneous "Directions to the Bookbinder" issued with the last 
part. 
pp. 386, 7· Fcelix Hall; the Seat of Daniel Mathews, Esqr. (Dun­

thorne Delt-, J. Chapman Sculp.). 
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. PP, 406, 7· This Monument [to John Ray l was Erected in Black 
Notley Church Yard at the Sole Cost & Charge of the 
Right Rev11 Henry Compton, Lord Bishop of London. Vide 
Biograplzia Brittanica (Bland Sculp.). 

p p. 4 1 o, 1. A M·ap · of Hinckford H undred in Essex, Humbly 
Dedicated to Peter Muilman Esq' of Great Yeldham. 

VOLUME .Il. 

I p. Engraved title, J no. Some copies have both titles, but many 
only one. 

r p. Lettered title, 1769. The names of the members of the 
Corporation of Walden for 1770 are given on p. 345 · 

pp. 3-251. Hinckford Hundred. 
pp. 252-325. Freshwell Hundred. P . 321 is numbered 332. 
pp. 326-4o6. Uttlesford Hundred. 
r p. To the Reader. 
Plates : pp. 34, 5· Gosfield Hall the Seat of the Rt. Honb1

"· Lord 
Viscount Clare (T. Olive delin ., J. June sculp.). Folding. 

pp. 8o, r. AView of the Inside of Little Maplested Church. The 
North View of do. The Plari of do. (T. Olive del., J. 
Chapman Land Surveyot sculp. ). Folding. 

pp. 82, 3· Dynes Hall, the Seat of H enY Sperling Esq'· near Castle 
Hedingham (Bland del. et sculp. ). 

pp. roo, r. Hedingham Castle. To Sir H enry Hoghton Bart. of 
Hedingham Castle This Plate is • most Humbly and Thank­
fully Inscribed (Olive delin ., Bland sculp.). Hedingham 
Castle as it was in r665 (corner). · 

pp. Io2, 3· Kirby Hair the Seat of Pet. Muilman Esq"· in Castle 
H edingham Parish (J. June sculp.). 

pp. 138, 9· Auberies the Seat of Robt. Andrews Esq'· in the Parish 
of Bulmer (T. Olive del., J. Chapman sculpt· ). 

pp. r 52, 3· Liston Hall the Seat. of-Campbell Esq~'· (Olive delin., 
Bland sculp.). 

pp. 17 4, 5· Over Hall at Gestingthorp the Seat of Edward 
Walker Esq"· 

pp. 212, 3· Great Yeldham Church, ,the H all and School House 
(J. June se.). 

pp. 238, 9· Bower Hall the Seat of S' Stephen Anderson Bart. (J. 
Chapman del et sculp.) . . 
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pp. 240, r. Moyns the Seat of George Gent Esqr· (J. Chapman del 
et sculpt). 

pp. 308, 9· The Bartlow Hills raised over the Slain after the Victory 
obtaind here by Canute King of Denmark over K_,ng Edmund 
Ironside in the Year ror6 (J. Olive del., J. June sculp.). 

Volume I. has for headlines verso p. The History of recto p. 
C he!msford (& c.) H undred,- Vol. I I. has Hinckford (&c.) H undred 
on verso p. and name of parish on recto p. 

VOLUME Ill. 

r p. Lettered title, rno. In one of my copies the engraved title 
( r 770) to Vol. I I. has been used with the third I. pencilled in. 

pp. 3- ror. U ttlesford Hundred. 
pp. ro2-140. Clavering Hundred. 
pp. 141- 305. Dun mow Hundred . Corrigenda on p. 305 . 
pp. 306- 415. Ongar Hundred. 
r. p. To the Purchasers. 
Pl:.ttes : pp. r8, 9· Stansted Hall the Seat of \V"'· Heath Esqr (J. 

Chapman del. et sculp.). 
pp. 34, 5· Quendon Hall the Seat of Henry Cranmer Esq~"· (J . 

June sculp. ). 
pp. 206, 7. Thaxted Church (Bland sculp ). Folding. 
pp. 314, 5· A view of Ongar Castle belonging to Capt. Moling 

(J . Chapman U· Surveyor Delt .. J. June sculp.). 
pp. 378, 9· Greenstead Hall, the Seat of Charles Rebotier Esqr.' (J. 

Chapman del. et sculp. ). Greenstead Church (corner). 
pp. 390, r. Hill Hall, the Seat of sr Charles Smyth Bart. (J. Chap­

man del. et sculp.) . 
. pp. 404, 5· Coopersale Hall, the Seat of Mrs. Chevely (J. June se.). 

r. p. Lettered title, I7 7 r. 
pp. 3- 63. Ongar Hundred. 

VoLUME IY. 

pp. 64-1 45. Harlow Hundred . . 
pp. 146- r99 . Waltham Hundred. 
pp. 200-298. Becontree Hundred. pp. 207-8 are repeated ; 23 r is 

numbered I 3 r. 
pp. 299 337· H avering Liberty. pp. 303- 6 are numbered 203- 6. 
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pp. 338- 393. Chafford Hundred. p. 355 is numbered 335· 
Plates : pp. 28, 9· Hutton Hall the Seat of Dani. Booth Esqr· 

II3 

pp. 32, 3· Albyns the Seat of S,.· Anthony Abdy Bart. (J. Chap­
man del. et sculp.) 

pp. 48, 9· Navestock the Seat of the R t. Honb10
· the Earl of Walde­

grave (J. Chapman del. et sculp.). 
pp. g6, 7· Upper House at Little Parndon the Seat of Edwd. 

Parsons Esq•·- (J . Chapmaii del. et sculp. ). 

pp. I o6, 7. Durrington House the Seat of Sami. Feake Esqr· 
(J. Chapman del. et sculp.). 

pp. I I 2, 3· Barrington Hall at Hatfield Broad Oak the Seat of John 
Barrington Esqr. (J. Chapman del. et sculp.). 

pp. I56, 7· The Abbey House at Waltham Holy Cross the Seat of 
sr- wm. Wake Bart. (J. Chapman del. et sc ul p.). 

pp. r8o, r. Copped Hall in Essex the Seat of John Conyers Esqr· 
built I 7 53 (J. Hakewill sculpt'). Folding. 

pp. · 204, 5· Prospect House the Seat of Rob1· Mo~con Esqr. (J. 
Chapman del. et sculp.). 

pp. 228, 9· Wansted House the Seat of the Right Honb1
•· the Earl 

of Tylney (J. Chapman del. et sculp.). 

pp. 240, r. The Seat of Henry More Esqr. at Low Layton Essex 
(Bland sculp. ). 

pp. 254, 5· A View in the Garden of Upton House near Stratford 
Essex (J. Chapman del. et sculp.) Folding. 

pp. 276, 7· Valentines the Seat of Charles Raymond Esqr. (J. Chap­
man del. et sculp.). 

pp. 290, 1. Dagnams the Seat of Henry Muilman Esqr. r:iear Burnt-
wood Essex (Bland del. et sculp.). · ' 

VOLUME V. 

I p. Lettered title, r 77 2. 

pp. 3-19. Chafford Hundred. 
_I 

pp. 20-163. Barstable Hundred. The numbering of pp. -3-7 and 
· 39 is reversed. 

pp. I64-259. Rochford Hundred. 
pp. 260-365. Dengey Hundred. 
PP·, 366- 410. Thurstable Hundred. _ 
pp. 41 1- 451). '\Vinstree Hundred. 

. •. 

H 
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460- 472. Tendring Hundred. Correct headline ofp. 470. TEN­
DRIG HUNDRED (N omitted). 

Plate: pp. 414-415. The Gate-House or Tower of Layer-Marney­
Hall in Essex, Formerly one of the Seats of the Lord 
Marney and now of Nicholas Corsellis Esq~'· A" 1742 (G. 
Vertue sculp.). Folding. 

VOLUME VI. 

.Lettered title, I 77 2. 

pp. 3-I ro. Tendring Hundred. The numbering of pp. 62 and 64 
is reversed. 

pp. III-252. Lexden Hundred. P. I55 is numbered I52. 
pp. 253-340. Colchester Hundred. 
pp. i-viii. Index 

omissions. 
There are several errors and many 

pp. i:--xvii i. A list of the Subscribers' names [507 ]. P. ix is num­
bered xi. 

r p. Directions to the Bookbinder. 
Plates : pp. 24, :25 St. Osyth Priory the Seat of the Right 

Honb1
" the Earl of Rochford (Dunthorn del., J. Chapman 

. scuip. ). Folding. 
pp. 30, I. :tviistley Hall the Seat of the Right Honb10 Richd. Rigby 

· Esq~'· (J. Chapman sculp.). Folding. 
pp. II 6, 7. Old field Grange the Seat of Os good Hanbury Esq~'· near 

· Coggeshall in Essex (J. J une sculp. ). 
pp. I56, 7· Little Birch Hall the Seat of James Round Esq"· (Dun­

th.orne del. Bland sculp.). , 

I98, 9· [Colne Priory J, no l~gend (J. June sculp.). Folding. 
242, 3· Langham Hall. The Seat of Jacob Hinde Esq~'· 

In the British Museum (King's Library) copy we find the 
following manuscript notes, here printed lit. et verb. 

[End ofVol I] 
The Author Peter M uilman came at 14; years of age from Holland in February 

1722 was the 3" of 5 Sons & one D' of Pieter Schout Muilman & Maria Meulenaer 
of Amsterdam, Marchant; but of on Ancient famely; Originally Counts of Berengen 
in the Dutchy of Braband, a youngerbranche Left the family o.n account of the 
Spanish Persecution & Inquisition, & Retired u,nto the Province of Zutphen, 
now one of the 7 United provinces of their High Mightiness the States General 
the"re they Seated themself near Deventer on an Estate called. de Muijl, where 
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they have & sti ll contin ue altho now 300. Years ago from this House they took, 
and cho.nged thei r Name ; to Muilman. · 

In process of Time about 200 years ago Some of the family betaking them 
self to T rade & Marchandises, remooved & Left Zutphen, & came & fix'd at 
Amsterda m, whan Trade was in its Infancy, & with y• Industy of I ts inHabitants 
& numbers from all parts flye ing from the Spanish & Germain persecutions came 
to settle there also, add to thi s the abo lu tion of the Edict of Nants by the Franch 
&c• soon made it Necessary to accomodate the New commers. Accord ingly 
the town was extended & at 3 different per iods off Time, was lnlarged to what 
it now is-the last augmentat ion being in A"0 r66o, Most of the fam ily con tinue­
ing in commerce, except one Branche took to Divini ty, there being at one time, 
a Father and 4 if not 5 Sons in H oly Orders, at the Hague & other places. & 
whats very R emarcable, continue the Ministry to thi s time and with great 
Repution, being allied by marriage to Some of the best families in the 
Re publick . 

My worthy Father Pieter Schouwt Muilman a Wise & most Sencible man 
& Estimed so-not only by the Marchants but Particularly by All the Majes­
trates, who often Advised with him in Matters R elatif to Trade the Coin &c• : 
Gould spetie in his t ime was verry Rare to be Seen in holland. adviced 
again st coining it, g iving this for Reason, it would be ameans of Debauchery. 
Prodigallity, Gaming in Short Everything that is Bad- whereas by hav ing 
only Silver 30 or 40 Shillings is as much as People chose to be Loaded with; 
an d certainly a verry wise & sencible advice ; how ever in process of Time 
Luxery In creasing since I7lO. Gould has been Coin'd & is now Plenty among 
them. 

When his childeren grew up, what to do with 5. Boys he could not tell ; them 
Self chose to be of the Proffession of the ir Father, that would not do in one & 
the same Town; that Placeing 2.of them in England, those remain• at Amsterdam 
might be of R esiprocal advantage to each other by the Resiprocal conections and 
correspondences, Accordingly in I7I5, Henry. the Eldest & in 17 22 Peter the 
3· son came over, & these 2 Brothers Enter'd unto PartnerShip - the first 
Married Ann, 2d D' of S' In• Dame! Judge of the Marchel Sea Court. left one 
Daughter, he Dyed on the 4 May 1772. 

Peter Muilman the author of th is History Married in April 1734 Mary D' of 
Rd Chiswell Late Member of Parliament for Calne, in Wilshire Directer of the 
Bk of England, Justi ce of the Peace, deputy Lieutenant for the county of Essex, 
with whom I had not only a Good fortune, but her only Brother Richard Chiswel 
Dyeing on the 3 July 1772. without Living a will, his Sister Mrs Muilman came 
in to all his Great Fortune of above £r2o,ooo- which I did not chewse to have th{' 

· Trouble off. Resig ned to my only Son Tmediatly he taking to his own Name of 
Rich: Muilman Thot t of Trench, Chiswel. by Virtue of the Kings Signe Manuel, 
baring the arms of Both fami l ies ; is a Marchan t of London, and off Debden 
Hall near Newport, & Saffron \Va lden Essex-is a Justice of the Peace, & deputy 
Lieutenancy of the Sd Co : as well as my Sole Heir. 

With part of my own Patrimon ial I had from my Father from Holland, I 
bought the Great and Li ttle Yeldham, and Kirby Hall Estates in Essex. 

Advantages obtained for the Nation Since I have been in it the Rate of Interest 
when I can [?came] in A•. 1722 was 6 pc'. having many Millions belonging of 
the Dutch in our Pu[b ] lick funds . I coaperated with the Dk. of Newcaster to 
Reduce it to 5· after that from 5· to 4 and Lastly from 4 to 3 pc'. at which Last 
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verry Lowe Interest I procured many Millions, an Emence saving to the Nation & 
was Instrumenta l of Saving one Mi ll ion ann: many years. In 1745. The Rebells 
coming to Derby Caused Such a consternation & so violent a Run on y Bank for 
4 a 5 days, which had it but continued one day Longer must have occasioned a 
Stop, and a general Bankrupcy ; the forces than abroad would have deserted 
The army and navy at home, for want of Pay would have mutin ied, so a larming 
a crisis of Affa irs. a \ 'Varr against french & Spain abr._ and a Rebellion in the 
hart of y• Nation with roo :vtillions of debt upon us, every body frighted & no 
body could T hi nk of a Remedy, not £sooo left in gould in the Bank ; at last [ 
h id [sic] upon the Thing, on Tuesday morning I went ab1 desired the compY. of 
the Gouvernors some of the Directors, Some cap1 Bankers, Mess". Gore, Van 
Neck & many Principal Marchants & cap1• Traders; met at the Kings arms 
Tavern in Cornhill, and there Proposed to Enter Imediatly unto an assotiation to 
Support the Bank and Restore confidence & Publick Credit, by engaging one 
the other to take no money out, but Imediately carry Back all the cash possible, 
to refuse no Bk Notes, but to take again all that offerd, this Resolution 
being unanimous ly approoved off. was I mediatly Sign'd & Seald by 500 March" 
& principa l Traders and all faces aga in where chearfull and money plenty. 
the Rebells hea rin g of a ll this, d isappointed of partek ing of their Expected 
Booty; thought of nothing but how to find their way back to Scotland; thi s 
Manoevry got me U ni versa! thank of all wel wisshers of the Nation 

A few years ago I proposed to Ministry a Tax on I nheritances in the colatera l 
L ine, w"' the Dk of Grafton highly liked & approoved off. but s•. he could not 
carry it, thro. I. undertook to do it & Should have done it had the than General 
Election been over. this Tax would have brought in (its thought) 3 Million a 
year. it may Still be done at any time. 

Beckford, Wi lks, & others of that Party. I answerd, Silenced, & instead as 
was E xpectd that Blood wd have been Spilt & many li ves lost the Day he came 
out of Goal, I prevented by my \ 'Yarning Letter to the fi rst 

p: M: I7-h74 

to be Continued in the 2d Vol : 

Continued from the End of the first Volume. 

Being on the Grand Ju ry, Judge Brackston [? Blacks tone] in his charges 
among other bid us take Notice of the Licentiousnes of the Times, the disrespect 
paid to Gouverment, to the Law, and constitution. that even than at the Time of 
the Assizes at Chelmsford, a Meeting was belt, to attempt to gett an addres for 
Redress of Prttended Greivances to the King as from the County of Essex. th i; 
wicked Scheme I over Sett and Knipd it in the But [Bud]. . 

By addressing S' W"' Maynard one of our Representatifes for the County viz ., 

"at the assizes he lt for the county of Esoex at Chelmsford, we the Grand 
Jury think proper to add ress yo u our Representatives 

S' vV"' Maynard Bar' 
John Luther Esq' 

We think Proper to Addres you S' Wm Maynard for your constitutional Right 
Voting in Parliam1 for a Continuance of 7 Annually Sessions for which as we 
a pproove off, you have our S incere Tpanks-But Sorry we are you was not Sup­
ported by y' Colegue; our other Representative, who Swerving from his Duty to 
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his King & Country is not l ntitled to our Present, or future Regard, we• he by 
his· Improper Conduct has so Justly Forfeited 

In behalf of the Grand Jury 
Tho• Fitch High Sheriff." 

This was approoved by the Judge who added by altering Either by taking of, 
or adding too, he w• spoil it-

" An add res of a Grand Jury is always taken as the General Sence of the county 
at Large-so this addres over Sett the pretended address ab' Greivances from some 
few in the County to the King never more heard off. this Manoever of mine was 
wel Timed & approoved off. 

An act of Parliament Past, so .absurt that it was Amasing it could ever pass 
both houses. by it, all Loaded Wagons in Green Lanes & by ways might only 
have 3 horses, but when any could gett on to a Turnpyke Road, (when they 
might & w'" their 3 horses have gone on they where at Liberty to add 2 

moor. 
In most green Lanes & by ways the 3 horses could not draw their Loaded 

wagens, Especially such as Lived at distances from the Turnpike Road, If under, 
these difficulties they clap'd on a fourth horse comes an Informer, than 
there was £s-forfeit to be paid. 

"Upon this Seing Plainly If this Law continued all the farmers must be 
Ruind, prDvisions be made considerable clearer & the Produce of the Land 
Lay Rotting in their Barns, I say foreseeing thi s Unavoidingly must by the fina l 
Consequences, I again Summond all Noblemen, Gentlemen, farmers and others 
concerned in the Land carridge< of the county of Essex to meet at Chelmsford 
accordingly when inStead of a couple of hundred farmers, then came 8oo Noble­
men Gentlemen &c• S' Wm Meldmay Bar' was put unto the Chair, Instruction s 
drawn up to 

S' Wm Maynard Bar' 
John Luther, Esq' 
to the Members for 
Colchester Harwich 

& Maiden 
& all Resident Members In y• County." 

For y• county 

at this Meeting the following Resolutions was come too 

"We the Gentlemen Farmers and all other Persons concern'd in the Land 
· carriages in th is ~ounty, being this day met at Chelmsford, Pursuant to an 

advertizement to consider of a Proper Methode of Applying to Parliament, for a 
Repeal or amendment of an Act of last Session, Limi ti ng theN umber of Horses to 
be used in the Wheel Carriages. 

"and we being Irnformed [szcj from the Printed Votes of the House of 
Commons that a Bill is already brought into the H ouse for that Purpose . 

•· We do, therefore Earnest>ly Request. & Require the Representatives of 
this county that the[y J do attend & Propose at the Time the above Bi ll shall be 
taken in consideration to have the Bill al terd van [ from] 3 to 5 horses on the by 
Roads, and Green Lanes. 

These Resolutions being agrd to Peter Muilman offerd to Sett out Imediatly 
for London & to deliver them to the 2 Representatives for the County. 

T hen a Motion was made and Seconded 

"That the T hanks of the county of Essex be Return'd to Peter Muilman Esy 
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as the original Promoter of this Meeting here at Chelmsford the 15 December, 
when it was Resolved to apply to the Members for the county to use there 
Endeavours to abstain a Repeal of that part of the act of Parliament which 
Limited carriages from going with more than 3 horses in private Roads, and 
by that application the act was I mediatly altered. 

"Also for his Indefatigable pains in Endeavouring to obta in the Reduction 
of One Shilling iti the Pound of the 

Land T ax, being . 
& the Repeal of y' Tax on vVind [ows] 
also that on Leather 

d•. Soap 
& linally that on Candles 

sooocv 
331000 

2r6ooo 
187000 

172000 

yearly £r,4o6oo­

and giving in Lieu there of a Tax upon Inheritances in the Cola taral Line, wr• 
if Establish[ed] in the Manner it is in Holland would here bring in £3,­
Millions of£ a year." 

This Proposal met with Universal Applause, Especially being told it was 
with Approbation of 

To be continued in the 3<1 Volume. 

Continued from the znd Vo's Last blank Leave. 
of Ministry than Dk of Grafton :md L~ North, the Reason it was not Proceded 
on, it was adjourn'd till after the Last Gen1 Election at w'h I put up 

Eliab Harvey 
& 

Jacob Houblon 
Esq" 

against 
S'' Wm Maynard Bar' 

& 
John Luther Esq 

but notwithS tanding I offered the county the afore s• Plan, with all the advan­
tages, intended to betacked to it If the would but E lect Mess" Harvey, and 
Houblon. Party Zeal Run so high, as to Loose Sight of Private Interest and 
future advantages to Poster[it]y, thinking my Self in this Instance Exceedingly 
Ill Used by some part of the freeholders of the county of Essex. I told them I 
wood give mySelf no further Trouble and Expences for People that would, nay 
did work so much against their Benefit. having on this occasion Inbibed [sti: J so 
much chagrin and Bitternes, that I would drop a ll publ ic affairs & Sitt down 
Qu[i]et & contented with the Great Service I had so often done them, and the 
State & Nation at Large, which takeing all and all together, I have pride, 
Vanity & proper ambition Enough to say no Private Person ever had the Lik e 
oportunity Thrown in his way. for which the Disposer of all things only be 
Thank'd & praised, how well I executed the de,signs of Heaven one can only 
Judge by the Happy Sucess. 

I sha ll conclude these memores with the March~> addres, deliverd that 
Memorable day of Riot & confugion when Insulted in the most grose manner 
by an Enraged Mob, purposely hired and Sett on, In many Dangers have 1 
been in defence and Support of the Family, now Especially. Seated on the ·Em­
perial Thrown, but never nearer Loosing my Life than that day at the Gate 
off Temple Bar; may his Magesty Live Long, & happyly Reign in the hearts 
& minds of a Loyal and Gratefull people . 
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I sha ll on ly add the Marchants address as Penned by me, · the first moover 
a nd Promoter of Addresses on thi s Occasion May it Please y' Magesty-

Y• Majestys most dutif•Jll 
and Royal Sub' & Serv' 

Peter Mui lman · 
To the King• most Excellent MajesLy 

The Humble Address of the Marchants 
& Principal Traders of the City of London 

Most Gracious Soverain 
We y' Majestys most ·dutifull and Loyal Subjects, the March' ' & Principal 

Traders of the City of London, Humbly beg leave to approche y' Sacred 
Thrown, with our Unfained Assurances of Inv iolable Duty, & affection for y' 
Royal Person and Gouverm1 the Suffort [s1c] where of in y' august House we 
will maintain , by opposing a ll di sturbers of the Pub1k R epose. 

It is with the Utmost Concern & abhorrence we see a Spi rit of Faction 
go forth at this Time, T nstigated by a very few R ing Leaders, and their abetters. 
who Wickedly Endeavour by Riot & confusion to Overturn, the Very Essence of 
Gouvernment. (y• Law) 

H appy are we in Knowing. that when the Lagisla tu re S hall Think it a lilt and 
Proper Time to Interpose, they have it in their Power ; Effectually to crush the 
very Sperit of Sedition. . 

We beg Leave to Assure y' Majesty that by far the Greatest part of the 
Inhabitants of th is Populous city, detest these Proceedings and are fully Deter­
mined to oppose the Same with ail their Power, by Endeavouring to maintain & 
Support our Excellent constitution under y' majesty's most mild Gouvermt. 

May the creatoi· of a ll beings grant y' majesty a Long, and Prosperous 
Reign . 

And may there never be wan ting a Prince of y' Illustrious Line, to Sil'ay 
the Septor over y' Majestys Extender [sic] Empire. 

And finally may all Unite & Become · a Loyal & gratefull People, who\ 
Libert ies and properties are Securily Lodged with the Guardians of the Nation. 

N P, thi s•Addres was S igned by upwards of 500. of the Prin cipal Inhabitants of 
London in a Long Train of Coaches, till we got to Temple Barr , where the mob 
had taken Poss[it ] ion & insultingly fl ung Stones dirt &c• on us , broke our 
carrages, t he add res meracolously Escaped their fury , being under the coushon of the 
fore seat, though t to be Lost, but the coach being gone to the coach~ake r to be 
·R epa ird, was there Luckely found whole & Entire; so after Long Seeking 
brought to s• Ja mes near 5 or 6 o Clock. . 

My Speech & Letter to W"' Beckford Lord Mayor of London cau tion ins him of 
Behav ing with more Moderation the day vVilks was to come out 0f Goal had the 
desired Effect · 

Continued in Vo. 4u'. 

From the 3d Volume. · 
that day was con tra ry to all ExpecLatioi) verry Quiet · & not ·the Le~s t 
disturbance happend occasiond as M• Rigby said by my timely Admon itions, who 
& S• Ed ward Blacket thankd me on the Part of the H ouse of Commons, · 
As the D•• of Newcastle & the Earl of Grandville did for & on behave of the H ome 
of Lords, and on behalf of the Court of Aldm S• Rob Ladbrooke and alsop. 
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In all former WatTS Treasure[ er] used to Sent to the Principal Marchants to 
Contract for what Money the Nation wanted abroad , this Last time they Sent to 
Mess" Gore Pointz and Gulston, 3 Gentle~en who before hand fix"d the Price they 
would offer to do it for & that without much hasitation. Mr. Pelham & 
Grenville at ones gave them Mr. Pinckney VVilkinson & our house offered the 
Board to do the Same Buisness, Mess". G . P. G. did & that £32000 p annum 
more advantatious to y' Nation, but our Proposal being thrown under Loose 
Papers, where not found t ill after they had contracted for that year, however the 
Next year Gore, Poyntz and Gulston came down to our price for the Remainder of 
the II year, so by our Interfear' the Nation Saved £3,52,000 by this one article. 

I told Ministry I had a Plan ag'' Bribery and Corruption at Elections 
for Members of Parliament p' Example for the County of Essex or Borroughs of 
Colchester Maiden & Harwich viz : 

"the county having 415 Parishes shd ab' Michelmas annually sent from 
Each Parish 2 of their most Sencebellist men to Chelmsford, each Parish ' ending 
for the county Stok 2 guineas making thus £871 : 10-& this to be charged 
to the overseers Rate." 

These 830 Men's coming to Chelmsford Should there chowse 35 well call the 
county Parlemen, or Standing Committee, they shd Subdivide them Self in to 5 
Committees of the principal classesses [s1i: J of the People viz., March", Manuf", 
Agric', Navig1, & Law to these Gr1 Power & Authority Sh• be delegated, 
he might give Premiums & Rewards, contribute to Relief di stressed & do Number 
of Good offices. 

If any Ingen ious Manufactorer Husbandmen &c• Shd find out any thing New, 
not known before & wanting 30, or£ 40 To Sett up, or "Bring it about, they have 
but to State their Cases to the Essex Parliament, If they think it a likely thing of 
advantage to the Publick in General, or Individuals in Particular they Will 
Referr it to the proper Committees who giving it their Sanxtion they will have 
their Request granted always giving Bond for the money to Return it when able, 
that others again may have the Same benefit. 

S upose a fisherman in a Storm at See Shd Loose his Vessel!, by w'h misfortune 
a Whole family might become Chargeable to a Parish in this cause no, State y• 
case, go to Chelmsford & there's y' Money. Built, or buy another vessel give 
Bond to Repay when you are able, 

Have no Lawsuit but to to Chelmsford & State y' Case, those 7 worthy 
Gentlemen with out fee or Reward will do y' buisness as well as a Jury ot r2-& 
safe yr family from distructive Laws Suits. 

Now as to Political Matters Elections &c• no Man but an Essex men Sh" be 
permitted to Stand for the County or Borrows a foundamental Rule, no ways to 
begone of off, shd an East or vVest. Indian or any other forreigners offer to force 
him self in by Bribery Corruption or Deba uchery, he Should be warned off, not 
Listering [?] all the Parishes shd be Summond to Sent "thair 2. deputies to 
Chelmsford & told of the In trusion & a General confederat ion Entered unto of 
the whole county having a Stock of y• 2 g• from Each parish to Back them & the 
Gen' Concurrance and good wishes for the Natives where is there a Man alone so 
hardy as aga inst Such an united Power 

London 28 March 
1774 

Peter Muilman 
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NOTES AND QUERIES. 

Washington, Rector of Purleigh.-The Rev. Lawrence Washington, 
uncle to the ga llant colonel who was the King' s Governor at ' ¥orcester, had been 
cast out of his living at P urleigh in 1643 , by order of Parliament, upon the false 
charge that he was a public tippler, oft drunk, and loud to rail against the Par­
liament and its armies; but really because, with all his race, he was a royalist, 
and his living one of the best in Essex. It was his sons who left off hoping to see 
th ings mend in England and betook themsel\"es to Virgin ia. His ruin had come 
upon him while they were yet lads . H e had been a brilliant Un iversity scholar, 
fellow and lector of Brasenose, and rector of Oxford, but he cou ld give his sons 
neither a Un ivers ity career nor hope of fortune in the humble parish pitying fri ends 
had found for him in an obscure village of Essex ; and when he was dead they 
saw no reason why they should stay longer in England, where Cromwell was 
master. 

John Washington, the oldest son of the unfortunate rector, reached Virginia 
in 1656, having made his way to the colony as "second man" to Edward Pres­
cott, merchant anc! shipowner, in whose company he had come; and his brother 
Lawrence, after passing to and fro between England. and the colony several times 
upon errands of business, presently joined him in permanent residence upon the 
"northern neck" of rich land that lay between the Rappahannock and the 
Potomac rivers. It was a region where every settlement as yet was new. 

Lawrence Washington, though he still descri bed himself, upon occasion, as 
"of Luton, County Bedford, merchant," found his chief profit where he made his 
home, with his brother J ohn, in the new County of Westmoreland in Virg inia .... 

There the ' ¥ashingtons haJ become country gentlemen of comfortable estate 
upon the accepted model. John had begotten Lawrence, and Lawrence had 
begotten Augustine. John had thrifti ly taken care to see his offspring put in a 
way to prosper at the very first. 

I t was in the mid-season of this time of poise, preparation, and expectancy that 
George Washington was born, on the 22nd of February, in the year 1732, "about 
ten in the morning," William Gooch, gentlest of Marl borough's captains, being 
Governor of V irgin ia. He came into the world at the plain but spacious home­
stead on Bridges' Creek, fourth son, fi ft h child , of Augustine Washington, a nd of 
the third generation from John Washington, son of the one time rector of Pur­
leigh.-bz J,Vashington's Dav. By WOODROW W!LSON. Harper's Magazme, 
vol. xcii , pp. r6g-189 (J anuary, r8g6). 

[Cf. E. R. ii, 94, and see East Anglian, iii, 46. Much Wash­
ingtoniana has lately been contributed to the pages of Notes and 
Queries. In the registers of All Saints, Maldon. we find among the 
Burials, "1652, 21st January [r 653]. Mr. Lawrence Washington. " 
I am not sure if this be included in the Washington pedigree. 
- En.] 

Sir Anthony Deane, Knt., M.P. (E. R. ii, u6).-The 
descent, and the date of the birth, of this eminent Essex shipbuilder 
are still a matter of uncertainty, although a writer in the Dictionary 
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.of .National Biography states that Sir Anthony was born c. 1638, and 
was the eldest son ·of Anthony Deane, mariner of Harwich, whose 
will (P.C.C. 227 Pell) was proved in r659. But in an exemplifica­
tion of arms and grant of a crest made to Sir Anthony in 1683, he . 
is described as "son of Anthony Deane of London, gent., and . 
grandson of Anthony Deane of Gloucester." (East A nglian, · 
n.s. iii, I 4 7 ). 

An Anthony Deane, of Gloucester (presumably the same as the 
above), matriculated as a poor scholar at Bradgites Hall, Oxford, 
June r8th, r6ro, JEt. 14, and was then described as "son of Edward · 
D eane of Pinnock, Gloucestershire." 

Richard Deane (r6ro-r653), the Regicide, was also a son of . 
Edward Deane of Pinnock, Gloucestershire (see M.I. to Anne, 
widow of Edward Deane, in Buckingham Church), so the pedigree 
runs thus: 

Joan Colet 

I 
Anthony Deane = 
of Gloucester I 

I 
Anthonv Deane = 

of London 1 

I 

Edward Deane 
of Pinnock , 
Gloucestershire. 

-1-
Richard Deane, 

An ne vVase, 
m. 1609, 
d. !670. 
M. I. Buckingham. 

bapt. at G uyt ing Poher, 
Glouceste rshire. July 8, 1610. 
The Regicide. General at Sea. 
d. June 2, 1653, buried in 
Westminster Abbey. 

Sir Anthony Deane, Knt., 
of Harwich. 

'Richard Deane, the Regicide, used the same arms as his name­
sake Si~ Richard Deane, Lord Mayor of London, r6z8, and conse­
quently is presumed to have been a relation, possibly . a grand~ 
nephew. The Lord Mayor was a son of George Deane of Dunmow, 
Essex. 

The Regicide, too, had some connection with this county, for · 
he left his estate at Hornchurch, Essex, to his sister Mary, widow of 
Dr~ · Sparrow, secretary to the Generals at sea, who was killed in 
action, February r8th, r6sz . 

.. Sir Anthony appears to have borne the same arms (with 
but_ a slight difference of tincture, the chevron being sable instead 
o( gules) , as Sir Richard Deane, the Lord Mayor, viz., Argent 
on a chevron sable between three Cornish choughs proper as 
?tlany crosses patty or, and . his Crest was, . On a wreath argent and 
sable, tlze stern of one of /zis Majesty's first-rate ships · called tlte 
"Rojal Charter," in nrztztr'al coloztrs-; viz., -lower counter and b·uttocks 
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sable, sternpost proper, second counter, galleries, uprights and 
taffrail or. 

This crest was evidently an allusion to Sir Anthony's eminence 
as a shipbuilder, for he commenced life in the dockyard . at 
Woolwich, and by his industry rose to be Surveyor-General ~f 
the Royal Shipyards, and a Commissioner of the Navy in r675, 
On April 2oth, r667, he received a commission as captain of a com­
pany which he was to raise, train, and exercise from amongst t~e 
workmen in Harwich yard for defence of the port in case of foreign 
invasion, so Samuel Pepys, his friend and colleague in the repre­
stntation of Harwich, speaks of him in his Diary as Captain 
Deane. He was knighted on board ship about r67 5, and was . . 
elected M.P. for New Shoreham, Sussex, in r678, and .M.P. 
for Harwich, Essex, in 1678 and r685 . 

In r676, and again in r 682, he served the ·office of Mayor 
of Harwich. ' 

He was twice married, his second wife being Christian, daughter 
of Robert Hawkins, of Lyons in Bocking, and widow of Sir John 
Dawes, Knt., o( P utney, whom he married in the Church · of St. 
Martin Outwich, London, July, 1678. He died at his house iri 
Charter house Square, London, at an advanced age · (Holman, in : 
MS. 'History of Essex , says that he was over 90) in 1721, and was · 
buried in the church of the Crutched Friars (Will. P.C. C. ·r r z; 
Buckingham). C. F. D. SPERLING. 

Middlesex, Kent, · Surrey, and Essex: A Cpntrast.­
In EssEx REviEw, vol. iv, pp. z6o-6r, is recited a comparison 
between the. counties of Kent and Essex made in the year 1 776 and 
not to the advantage of the latter. It should interest Essex folk to 
read the flattering remarks of Sir Richard Phill ips in his T¥alk from . 
L o1idon to Kew, r8I7, in comparing Barnes and Mcirtlake with the 
villages of Essex. He says pp. 229-2 31, in the r8zo edition: 

" .Both of them (Barnes and Mortlake) contain some handsome villas, and they . 
are pleasantly ~ituated on the banks of the Thames; yet they are less beautiful 
than they migh t be i·endered by · very slender attentions. There is no ·· public 
taste, no love of natal soil, no pride of emulation apparent, though the Scite i ~ one 
of the finest in England . . A few .mansions of the opulent adorn both vi llages; an? 
the country fascinates in spite of the inhabitants ; but the third and fourth-rate 
houses have a slovenly and often a k ind of pig-sty character, d isgusting to those 
who, .in . the beautifu l town~ and villa <>'es o£ Essex, have seen what may be don~ to , 
improve the habitations ~ven ·?f, h,uo1We life . . Lovely Witham,' and Kelvedon, anq , 
Coggeshall! what examples you set to a ll other tow·ns in your neatly pa inted and 
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whitened houses . Unostenta tious, though cheerful-and inviting, though chaste 
and modest ; what a contrast do you present to the towns and villages in MID­
DLESEX and SuRR EY and even K ENT ! If poverty forbids a stuccoed or plastered 
wall, the cleanly and oft-repea ted whitewash proves the generous public spirit of 
the occupant, while the outside seldom has occasion to blush for the in side. A 
spirit of harmony runs through the whole, and a pure habita tion is indicati ve of 
pure inhabitants ; thus, cleanliness in the house leads to neatness of apparel­
both req uire order, a nd out of order g row moral habits, domesti c happiness , and 
socia l virtues. N or is thi s theory fa nciful ; W ithaiO"•, K elvedon and Coggeshall, 
form a district which is at once the most bea utiful , the least vicious, and the 
happiest, in t he kingdom. One virt ue is doubtless consequent on a nother, a nd 
one good habit generates another ; the resul t is the harmonious triumph of virtue! 
If it be doubted whether the whitewashed exterior is more than ' a n outward and 
vi sible sign' of the purity within, I reply, tha t virtue is so much t he effect of 
habit, that whatever im proves the habits improves the cha racter, and that, if a 
house were frequ ently whitewashed within and without, it could scarcely fa il to 
banish personal filth from the inmates ; while habits of cleanliness, which call for 
habit_s of industry, would produce the rest . [ do not charge on Barnes and Mort­
lake exclusively the characteristics of filth-they are not inferior to other villages 
within ten miles; but the whole require improvement, and I recommend Witham , 
Kelvedon, and other places in tha t dist ri ct of Essex, to their imitation." 

JAS. KENNEDY, Romford. 

Robert Mott, Bellfounder ?- The second bell in Upminster 
Church is thus insr.ribed: "Robert Mot made me, 1583." As I see 
in both Morant and Davids that a person of that name was 
Alderman of Colchester in 1583, it would be interesting to know if 
he was a bell founder. Can any reader tell me ? 

THOMAS L. WrLSON, Upminster. 

Fframe Yard.-What is the meaning of the term Fframe 
Yard? I have on more than one occasion come across the same. 
The site upon which the Old Meeting House, Baddow Road, stood, 
was in Elizabeth's time called "Ye Fframe Yarde." There is 
another instance also in this locality. In Chelmsford Church 
register is a record of the death of one " Rychard Shephearde," who 
is described as "sumtyme faulkner unto Mr. Paskall of y• frame at 
Muche Baddowe." . Would this term be in any way connected with 
falconry ? Sir John Paschall was Lord of the Manor of Great 
Baddow. JOHN GOSLING, Chelmsford. 

(The "Frame Farm," of 207 acres, in the parishes of Tolleshunt 
D'Arcy and Tolleshunt Major, was sold at the Mart, Tokenhouse 
Yard, on May 2oth, r8g6, by Messrs. Alfred Savill & Son, for 
£ r,o6o. Twenty years previously this farm was sold twice within a 
very short time, first for £7,ooo, and then for £8,ooo.J 
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Billericay (E. R., iii, 182). - I have just found amongst my 
memoranda an earlier reference to this name than that previously 
recorded, and it confirms the opinion that Morant's "Belenca," and 
Holman's "Beleuca," were probably misreadings of "Billerica," as 
pointed out by General Branfill. In the published Catalogue of 
Ancient D eeds in tJte P ublic R ecord Otftce (i, 336) we find: 

B . r 270 . Grant in fee farm by Robert de Veer, Earl of Oxford, to John de 
Dounham, clerk , of land called ' le Marledelond' in the ~ill of Dounham, abutting 
upon the road from Billerika towards Maldon. Kanefeld , Monday, the feast of 
St. Silvester the P ope, 7 Edward ii [Dec'. 31" 1313]. 

This reference to an ancient highway, now lost, is also 
interesting. EDWARD A. FITCH, Maldon. 

Brass in Springfield Church (E.R., iii, 57).-It will be 
found, under All Saints', Springfield, that I describe a slab lying in 
the chancel with the brass of a man in plate armour, the inscription 
plate and shield over having been reaved, and there was no record 
to whom the memorial belonged. Upon looking through Symonds' 
Notes 011 Essex Churches the other day I came upon the following, 
under the head of Springfield: 

In the east end of the chancell a fl a t stone inbyed with brasse, thus inscribed : 
I-lic jacet Thomas Coggeshall Armiger qui obiit xviii• die Feb. A • Dni 
MCCCCXXI. Cujus &c. Mary, Lady helpe. And r Coate- Argent, a cross 
between four escallops, sable. 

Thomas de Coggeshall presented to the Benefice of Springfield 
Richards in r 387 (twice), 1388, and 1391. There can be little doubt 
but that this brass is to Thomas Coggeshall. 

FRED CHANCELLOR, Chelmsford. 

LCf Beaumont's History ofCoggeshall, pp. 92 and I99·] 

NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS. 
Esse.'t Ballads a11d Other Poems. By MARK DowNE. Pp. 76. Crown 

8vo. Colchester: Ben ham & Co. ; London : E. Marlborough 
and Co. 1895. Price rs . nett. 

Few subjects are of more interest than studies of folk-lore and of 
provincial dialects, and anyone is a benefactor who adds something 
appreciable to our store. Some dialectic literature, however, gives us 
hard nuts to crack ; as, for instance, Barnes' well-known P oems in 
the Dorset D ialect, a volume which contains much true poetry of a 
high order, but obliges a non-Dorset man to have a wearying recourse 
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to a glossary, and, indeed, sometimes creates a craving for a transla­
tion or "crib" such as a youthful Etonian might feel in the presence 
of a Greek play. 

For East Anglians the Essex Ballads now before us present no 
such. difficulties. Their author, who uses the nom-de-plume of "Mark 
Downe," is identifiable with one of a pair of brothers who hold a 
leading position in our county press. The little volume is full of 
humour, and, what is equally important if it is to portray life, of 
sympathy ; and, as far as we can judge, the dialect bears witness to a 
trained observation and to an acute ear. 

Of the ballads, those which specially commend themselves to us 
are "There's olluz summat" (a ballad of wrath) ; "Little Jimmy 
King'om-come," which is a touching tale of an idiot-boy's persecu­
tion; and "These New-fangled Ways," in which one, who declares 
he "ent owd-fashn'd," protests against "Board Schules," "Geoggerfy," 
Parish Councils, and new "ways at Charch " : 

My booy he come to me the tother night; 
" D'yer knaow," he say," the warld an' you an ' me 

Are tarn in' on our axles- sic h. a raite ! 
Yar woon believe? But there tha 's right, " says he. 

I tarned he on his ax les, you be boun '; 
I cop he one. That maide me reg' lar r iled, 

That fa irly did. The warld a-ta rni n roun '! 
To hear sich stuff an ' nons'nce from a child ! 

* * * 
They say Ahmen in stead o' Aimen now; 

Tha's on'y jes to be contrairy like, 

* 

An' when tha t come the " Glory be" they l::ow 
An' cartsey. Lor, I 'd like to g im a shaike. 

D'yer think the Aingels sing Ahmen ? Not thay, 
An ' when these ere a re dead an ' gone th'll see, 

Th 'll give it to 'em straight up there, th'll say, 
"You ent a go'n to si_ng along o' we." 

But the best of all the ballads, as we think, is "The Death of 
Mike/' which gives a touch of nature in the old man's dread of the 
"Warku;" for himself and his wife, his charge to her to "tell the 
bees" whom they are to work for now; his appeal to the Almighty 
that he hasn't been in a "public" for a twelvemonth, and his trust 
in ,, the rev'rent J ohnson." 

We wif!' give this "ballad of mournfulness" tb . our readers in full ; 
and, without' extending our notice by comment on the "other poerhs" 
~hich follow, will simply anticipate for' this little volume a warm 
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reception in the homes of . Essex, in many of which it has already 
found a welcome. 

THE DEATH OF MIKE . 

(A Ballad of Muurnfu!tzess.) 

Howo me up a little, Martha, so as l can look around ; 
Lor, I feel that cowd an' weak, jes' wrap my showders in your gown d. 
I'm a dyin' ent l, Martha? I don' scarce ly recollec ' 
Who l be or where I bin to-I'm a dyin' I expec' . 

Guess I bin a dreamin', Martha, what I m in I thought jes' now 
I were in the VVarkus, wond'rin when I got in· there, an' how. 
Oo, that wor a laonesome feelin', wonnerful good news that seem 
When I knaow tha's all onreal- that were nahthin but a dream. 

Howd me up a minute, Martha, open that ere winder there, 
Op' it wider, ah, tha's better , so I git a bre:>th o' a ir, 
So I see the fiel's an' that an' knaow I ent a dreamin' st ill , 
So I knaow that'ent the Warkus, where l be a lyin' ill. 

I'm a dyin' ent I, Martha? H01vcl my han' and don't you gao. 
Don' keep on a cryin ', missus, you've no ca ll for frettin' sao. 
Carn' think what 'll .come o' you , though, poor owd gal, when I be gone. 
Don' keep on a cryin ' , i\4artha; I ea rn bear you taik in' on. 

Martha, if I goo to-night, remember me upon yer \<.nees. 
P ray for me, an', I say, Martha, mi11' you th ink an' tell the bees. 
Don't ·tha's sa~tin sure to bring some trouble to yer, l 'm afrliid. 
Whisper to 'em softly , Martha, sa ime as when poor Emmie died. 

Lor, I do feel drefful queer, I reckon I shall goo to-night, 
I can fee l m'self a si;1kin ' I .sharn see the mornin' light. 
Rowel. me. up a li ttle, Mart ha, so I g it a breath o' air. 
Tha's 111ore easy-like ; now Martha, let me try an' say a prayer. 

MIKE'S PRAYER. 

"God 'A'mighty, I 'm a dyin '; tek I pray my saoul to Riven. 
Mebbe I ha' . bin a bad·un, do I hop' t0 be forg i v~.n. 

Lord, I lmaow l bin a bad un, an' I knaow I dussent baost. 
But I ent bin in the public for a twelve-m'nth as Th_qu knaowst. 

"God A' mighty, tell my darter .Emmie up in heaven with Thee; 
I'm a comin' up 'longside her, evermore to li ve with she, .. 
T ell her, Lord, I bin as saober t.Jiese ·ti1•elve months as any livin'; 
Don't she on' believe her •fa ther ever could a bin forgiven. 

"Lord, I pray look ·artet Martha , till from this ere warld she gao, 
Don't 1 earn see who's to help · her, poor owd gal, when I'm laid laow, 
'Less it be the ·rev'rent Johnson ·; Lord, T hou knaowest him, I guess­
Him what maide me ·leave the drinkin ', and·give Martha thatowddress. 

"Lord, I dew believe in Him who died up01i the cross for we,' 
Which 1 thank 'm, God A'mighty ; tell Him sao, I 'pray, from me. 
r earn say n' more, I . fa re to feel as pow' rless as a mouse, 
But look arter poo.r owd Mart\m, don 't she' ll goo 'ithin the Hou~e." 
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Colchester: Notes on some of the more interesting features of the town. 
Compiled by CHARLES E. BENHAM. Pp. 22. Demy 8vo. 
Colchester: Benham & Co. 1895· 

A short but profusely illustrated account of this interesting town, 
~ompiled for the guidance of visitors from the meeting of the British 
Association at Ipswich last September. Major Bales' folding plate 
·of Colchester as in r 8 ro, originally publi shed in Colchester Wortlties 
(see E. R. i. 251 ) is given as a fronti spiece. The leading features 
.along the route to be taken are sufficientl y noti ced, with references 
to fuller information. 
A Short Account of E ast H orndon Church. By A PARISHIONER . 

Pp. r6. Crown 8vo. Brentwood : Wilson & Whitworth. r8gs . 
Price 6d. 

The solitary church of All Saints, East Horndon, so often not 
noticed by the stranger, although it stands on a knoll of rising 
ground, from which there is a fine view over the valley of the 
Thames, is entirely built of brick, dating from the early part of the 
·sixteenth century. Its plan is peculiarly curious and interesting, 
with four small chantry chapels, two of them with priests' chambers 
-over each. This pamphlet gives a full, though not too technical, 
-description of this remarkable church, now in an almost ruinous 
condition. The Transition Norman font and the Tyrell slab are 
-older than any visible part of the fabric. This incised slab, figured 
from The Builder illustration (see E. R. i. r 13) as a frontispiece, is 
the finest in England, although fractured. Still, after nearly fi ve 
~enturies, every word of the inscription is legible. It commemorates 
Lady Alice Tyrell (142 2). There is a page about Heron Hall, the 
home of the Herons and Tyrells, which was pulled down at the end 
-of last century. 

The November number of T he Country H ouse, vol. i, pp. 13 I -
142, commences with a well-illustrated and interesting article entitled 
" Street Markets and Costermongers," by Mr. W. 'V. GLENNY. 
Much useful information on this feature of the metropolis has been 
gathered together, of which the following paragraph is a sample: 

The word costa rd sig nified in former days a kind of large apple. H ence 
<:osta rdmonger or costermonger, a seller or vendor of app les, one who generally 
kept a .stall. T his explana tion is convincing, if further testimony were needed, 
how ancient and honourable is the business a nd trade. P robably for 500 years 
has the caster been an acknowledged institution of the metropoli s. · 

Man'o11's Prince. a tale of Mersea, by tbe late Mr. E . T . PAPILLON, 
is commenced in The M onthly Packet for Nov., vol. xc, pp. ssx-565. 
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XVIII.-ST. MARY THE VIRGIN, RUNWELL. 

BY FRED. CHANCELLOR, J.P., F .R.l.B.A. 

RUNWELL, or Runewelle, or Ronewelle, as it is spelt in ancient 
records, derives its ,name, Mm·ant tells us, from some con­

siderable running well in the parish. There is still a remarkable 
spring of water on Poplar's Farm, which is always running and has 
never been known to fail. Mr. Kemble remembers the time when. 
there was only one other well in the parish, consequently pure 
drinking water had to be fetch ed from some distance by many or 
the inhabitants. 

The chief manor and lands, but not the advowson, anciently 
belonged to the Cathedral Church of St. Paul's, to which it was 
given by King Athelstan, and remained the property of the Dean and 
Chapter until the 1st of Edward VI, when that king exchanged the 
manor and advowson of Mucking, and the advowsons of Charing in 
Kent, Therfield in Hertfordshire, and High Easter in Essex, for the 
manor of R unwell Hall and manor and advowson of Drayton .in 
Middlesex. The estate was next in Lord Clinton who granted it, 
4th May, 1553, to Sir John Gate, upon whose attainder Queen 
Mary granted it to Susanna Tonge, alias Clarencieux, with reversion 

I 
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to her brother's son, George White. It continued m the ·white 
family until 1679, when the then owner, George \Vhite, sold 
it to Simon Rogers, a citizen of London, in whose family it 
remained for many years. In 1824, it was purchased by T homas 
Nash Kemble Esq., the father of the present popular and genial 
owner. The before-mentioned running well is on this property. 
Old R unwell Hall is situated about one mile to the north of the 
church, approached from the high road by a picturesque old chase­
way-the present house is a modern one. New Runwell Hall, the 
residence of Mr. Kemble and built by him, is on the high road from 
Rettendon to Runwell. 

Two other manors and lands were possessed in the time of the 
Saxons by Lefstan and Edeva, and at the time of the general survey 
by Eustace, Earl of Boulogne, who held an immense property in 
about forty parishes in the county. One of these manors was 
known as "Sandon," named after a former owner, and after passing 
through the Merk and other families seems to have been granted 
by K ing Henry VIII to Cardinal Wolsey, but the estate appears 
now to be incorporated with the other manors. The other manor is 
known as Flemings, and, undoubtedly, took its name from a family 
of that name. How and when they came into possession of the 
estate is not recorded, bu t Robert }'leming presented to the living 
in 1324; it passed through several generations of the F lemings until 
1464, when Sir Thomas Fleming died, leaving one son and three 
daughters; the son, J ohn, died without issue, leaving his three 
sisters his co-heirs, the youngest, Anne, married Thomas Copdowe, 
and their daughter, E lizabeth, married Edward, the eldest son of Sir 
J ohn Sulyard, one of the Justices of the King's Bench in the time of 
H enry VII and a member of an ancien t Suffolk family. E li zabeth 
Copdowe thus brought Flemings into the Sulyard family. They held 
the estate until the death of Edward Sulyard in 1692-described on 
his monument as "the last of his house and family. " His niece, 
Dorothy, succeeded to the property. She married William Marlowe, 
and their daughter Mary married John T yrell of Billericay, and thus 
brought the estate into the Tyrell fami ly. John T yre I! died in I7 2 5· 
He was the great· grandfather of the late Sir John Tyssen Tyrell, of 
Boreham, at whose death the property passed to the Wright family, 
and is now in the family of Rodwell. 

The mansion house of F lemings, of which on ly a fragm ent now 
exists, is described by one writer (Suckling) .a:s contain ing roo 
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rooms, but by another (Wright) as containing fifty rooms, and 
a chapel with a right of sepulture. It was, however, a noble 
mansion, probably erected by one of the Sulyards late in the 
sixteenth century, but it was in great part destroyed by fire in the 
seventeenth century. The will of Eustace Sulyard, dated rst 
Edward VI, and proved in 1547 (T?·a ns. Essex Arclzceol. Soc., 
vol. iii, pp. rSo-3), contains a description of the family plate, the 
state bed, and contents of the armoury, and a schedule annexed 
gives the prices of various household utensils, bedding, napery, etc., 
in the reign of Edward VI; this document is valuable as giving us 
a very good insight into the furniture of an old mansion of that 
period, but it must refer to an older mansion than that of which the 
fragments still existing form ed a portion. 

The fragment that remains consists of three or four rooms 
forming probably the north-east wing of the old mansion, nearly the 
whole wing is formed into a bay window on the ground floor, having five 
lights in front divided by moulded mullions and one light at either side 
of the projection, the whole divided into two heights by transoms. The 
first floor is similarly lighted except that the window is more lofty 
and is divided by two transoms into three tiers. The roof, or attic 
above, is lighted by a three.Jight window in the gable, which is 
ornamented at the base and apex by brick terminals; there is a 
high chimney shaft on the east side. The apartment on the first 
flo or has a very elaborately panelled oak chimney piece, occupying 
the whole width and height of the chimney breast. Almost 
adjoining is a fragm ent of the old outbuildings, now used as a 
brewhouse, and probably always so used ; the remainder of the 
house is of modern construction. In the upper centre light of the 
ground floor window is a shield , now somewhat mutilated, surrounded 
by a wreath in painted glass (figured in S uckling papers, p. 5 I). 
The shield is quarterly one and four [Argent] a chevron [Gulesj 
between three phreons or arrow heads reversed [Sable], for Su~vard; 
two and three [Gules J a chevron [Or] between three lions raPJpant 
[Argent] Gooche; my authority for this is the Rev. H . L. E lliot. 
He says: "I take it, however, that William (the father of John 
Sulyard, who married A lice Barrington) married J oan, daughter and 
heiress of - Gooche, about the middle of the fifteenth century. 
This would account for the quartered coat at Flemings." The late 
Mr. H. W. King in East Anghan, vol. ii , pp. r63, 344, gives the 
name as Good, as also does Morant. 
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This coat of arms might be supposed to give a clue to the date 
of the erection of the mansion, but as the-R ev. H. L. Elliot explains 
the Sir William Sulyard who married Joan, daughter of.Gooche. 
flourished in the middle of the fifteenth century. Norden in his 
map dated I 594 shows Flemings, but he places it to the south of the 
church, whereas the present Flemings is very much to the north ; 
either then Norden was wrong in his geography, or the Flemings 
selected a new site for their new mansion, which certainly was not 
erected before the end of the sixteenth century or beginning of the 
seventeenth. If there was a Flemings in Norden's time it was a 
house of no account, as he does not mention it in his "Table of the 
Halls in Essex." We may, therefore, very safely place the date of 
the Flemings' mansion as later than I 594· 

Portions of the old moats and fish stews can still be traced, and 
the whole surroundings afford evidence of its having been one of the 
"stately homes of England. " 

The advowson was attached to the manor of Flemings until the 
end of the seventeenth century, when it appears to have passed into 
other hands. 

In Mr. Maxwell Lyte's Calendar of Manuscripts in St. Paul's 
Cathedral, in H istorical il£SS. Commission Report No. IX and 
Appmdix, are references to thirty manuscripts, principally of the 
thirteenth century, of sales and grants of lands in Runwell to the 
Dean and Chapter of St. Paul's. There is also a licence from John, 
Rector of Run well, to the Dean and Chapter of St. Paul 's, to have a 
chapel in their capital messuage at Runwell, and a free chantry and 
bells for the same, A. D. I 2 5 L 

The church, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, consists of nave, 
south aisle, chancel, tower, and north and south porches (see plan, 
F ig. I). Although I have examined this church very carefully I 
have not succeeded in fin d ing a single fragment of stone indicating 
Norman work ; yet, as we have seen, the principal manor belonged 
to the Church of St. Paul's from the time of King Athelstan, and 
another manor to the great Earl of Boulogne in the time of the 
Conqueror, we can hardly think but that there would be a chu-rch 
here in that period. There was undoubtedly a church here in the 
thirteenth century, as the arcade between nave and ai sle is of that 
date, as are also some of the memorial slabs to be alluded to later 
on, some of which are actually built into the walls of the present 
building. This arcade consists of three circular columns with bold 
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but simple moulded caps and bases (Fig. z), and two responds with 
only an abacus mould ing for cap, supporting four pointed arches, 
the ribs of which are doubly chamfered . Whether any portion of 
the external walls are of the oame period cannot be determined, as 
they are all so plastered over that the materials of which the wall s 
are built and the mode of la} ing them cannot be seen. If the 
external walls are of the same date as the arcade, then all the 
original architectural features have been removed or plastered over, 
and windows and other deta il s of a later date introduced ; but I am 
more d isposed to think that this arcade is all that is left of the 
thirteenth century church. It is tolerably certain that some altera-

..J:.______,":" __ ___._ ___ ..,_j___-ci,;Ii:.,._ .__-..... -., <:-z =·f'r:LT 
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FIG. !. PLAN OF CH!;!{C H. 

tion has been made, for the division between nave and chancel is 
some three feet to the east of the first column of the arcade, and 
consequently about one-third of the first arch is in the nave and 
the other t)Vo-th irds in the chancel, an unusual arrangement, and 
one that could hardly have formed part of the original design ; 
what suggests itse lf to my mind is that the east wall of the chancel 
when pulled down waS- rebuilt more to the west, and that at the 
same time a portion of the nave was absorbed into the chancel ; 
there is no distinction in the lines of the walls, but the eaves of the 
chancel roof are lower and the ridge higher than those of the nave. 
I am very strongly of opinion that late in the Decorated period, 
towards the end of the fourteenth century, all the walls of the 
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church, except the arcade, were pulled down and rebuilt. I am 
strengthened in this opinion by the character of the buttresses, and 
also by the fact that there is a plinth all round the walls, a feature 
very seldom introduced in small churches of an early date. 

The nave is lighted by two 2-light late Decorated windows on 
the north side of very simple design with cusped heads; the north 
door has plain chamfered jambs with a pointed arched opening with 
label ; on the west side of this doorway are the remains of a stoup 
for holy water; the door itself is modern . 

The roof of the nave is now all plastered over, except a small 
portion, about 6 feet, at the east end, which is boarded and divided 

into panels; the roof rests upon 
bold projecting wall plates, and 

CAP~ BAsE: oF NAvcPlER.s: 

FIG. 2 . 

is no doubt the original roof, 
apparently of the ordinary type, 
consist ing of rafters, collars, 
braces, uprights and hammers 
framed together, the plates being 
held into position by three plain 
tye beams somewhat cambered. 
A modern dormer has been intro­
duced on the south side, but the 
carpenter who constructed it has 
used two pieces of wood with 
embattled work thereon, forming 
most probably a portion of the 
cornice of the old rood screen. 

The south aisle is lighted by two 2-light south windows and one 
2-light east wi!1dow, all of the same design as the nave windows, 
in the eyes of the cusp ing of some of these windows are some pale 
yellow 6-leaved flowers, part of the original glass of these windows; 
there a re also some other fragments of old glass and three diamond 
panes of diaper work. In the east apex of gable of aisle is a 
modern window fill ed with fragments of old glass . The roof of this 
aisle is plastered, but if this was stripped offl believe curved timbers 
would be found to have been introduced so as to form a semi­
circular roof somewhat similar in design to the aisle roof of the 
neighbouring church of Rettendon. There is a south doorway 
opening into a south porch, it is unusually wide with chamfered 
jambs; the original door is still there with the old hinges. It would 
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seem that the east end of this aisle was form erly a ch~pe l, as there is 
a pi sc ina in the south wall close to the east wall, and there is now 
the remains of an oak screen of the same date as the aisle which 
enclosed this chapel, and probably a prolongation of the rood 
screen. It would seem also that there was another chapel in this 
aisle west of the screen , as there is another piscina in the south wall 
on the west side of screen. 

The chancel, as I have before suggested in the rebuilding which 

FIG. 3. 
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must have taken place late in the four teenth or in the beginning 
of the fifteenth century, seems to have been pushed westward 
and so absorbed a portion of the nave; it is lighted by a 3-light 
east window of mi xed des ign, and by a z-light window on north and 
south aisl es of the same date as the east window, and also a Tudor 
z-l ight moulded brick window in the north side. The roof is 
plastered over, and has apparently been reconstructed, as there are 
no wall plates visible. Under the south window is a piscina, and in 
the eastern pier between the chancel and aisle is a squint. 

It is worthy of notice that the east wall of aisle was evidently 



THE ESSEX HEVIEW. 

built after the chancel, as it cuts on to the jamb and hood mould of 
the south window of chancel. 

The tower, connected with the nave by a noble archway 
supported on shafts, is another fine specimen of those stone 
towers, built with Kentish rag stone, which appear to have been 
added to many of our Essex churches about the end of the four­
teenth or the beginning of the fifteenth century. The walls are 
about 3ft. 6in. thick, and are strengthened at the north-west and 
south-west angles by massive angle buttresses, with six slopes in 
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each, also on the north· eas t angle by a square buttress of similar 
constructi on, and on the south-east angle by the staircase turret, 
which for a certain height is carried up as a square projection, and 
is then, by deep splays, reduced to· an octagonal turret carried up 
above the main tower surmounted by an embattled parapet. There 
are three external set-offs in the tower. On the ground floor is a 
noble west door, with deeply cut and very effective moulded jambs 
and pointed arch covered by a hood or label moulding, over this is 
a 3-light window with chamfered jambs, mullions and trac ing anrl 
moulded hood. Forty-three steps in the turret lead up to the first 
stage of tower, which is lighted by a single-light window on each 
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face ; fourteen more steps lead to the bell chamber, lighted by 
a 2-light window on each face. In the bell chamber are four 

FIG. 5· 

bells, three have thi s inscription­
" Robertus Mot me fecit 1591"; on 
the other-" Recast by Mears and 
Stainbank, London r889. Sancte 
Petre ora pro nobis. " Fourteen more 
steps lead to the lead flat of the 
tower, which is protected by an 
embattled parapet, and upon the 
timber of which the spire is con­
structed. The spire is a .solid 
piece of construction with oak cross 
beams, upon which rest a centre 
post which receives the rafters, 

and from which braces spring to strengthen and st iffen the whole 
framework ; it is covered with oak shingle. The staircase turret 
is approached from the interior of the tower. 

There are both north (Fig. 3) and south (Fig. 4) porches of oak 
and of good design ; although not alike in design, I do not consider 
there is any great diffe rence in the date of their construction. They 
are constructed with posts on cills, the 
posts carrying the roof plates and having ' 
braces to stiffen the roof beams ; the 
sides are filled in with mullions and 
traceried heads. On the front arched 
beam of the north porch is an inscription, 
but being somewhat defaced it is difficult 
to decipher. 

The font (Fig. s) IS of early 
Perpendicular character, of octagonal 
shape, with plain base, shaft, and with 
a simple moulding to the bottom of 
the bowl. 

There is an interesting old alms box 
(Fig. 6) which has a history, which I 
repeat as told me by Mr. Kemble. 
During the reign of Bishop Wigram at 

I 
I 

_,l,_-

CIENT J\LI"\.S Box: 

F IG. 6. 

Danbury the late Archdeacon Mildmay upon one occasion took Mrs. 
Kemble in to dinner. In the course of conversation he mentioned 
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to her that there was an old poor box, which once belonged 
to Runwell Church, 
for sale in Chelm s­

: To/"\B IN NoR TH WALL o F 

CHANCEL 

ford. Shortly after­
wards Mr. Kemble 
drove to the Railway 
Stables, where the 
ostler, who dealt in 
old furniture and 
other items, offered 
him two fi gures, 
calling them ancient 
B rit ons. Mr. 
Kemble told him 
he wanted to find out 
the whereabouts of 
an old poor box. 
H e said he had it, 
and produced it _: at 
the bottom the fol­
lowing note could be 
clearly made out, 
"Rubbish from Run­
well Church." Upon 
being further ques­
tioned he sa id he had 
purchased it at a sale 
of Mr. N ottidge' s 
effects, late Rector of 
East Hanningfi eld. 
Mr. Kemble there. 
upon purchased the 
lots, and the poor 

FIG. 7 . SEP ULCHRAL SLALJ. box he has had re-

fixed in the church. A gentleman m Oxfordshire was in treaty 
for it when it was so timely rescued. 

AIONUMENTS. 

I have before alluded to the monuments of an older date than 
the present church. There are fragments of sepulchral slabs of 
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the thirteenth century built into the bases of the south and west 
buttresses of aisle; there are also fragments of similar slabs at the 
entrance of both north and south porches ; but inside the church, 
partly built into the north chancel wall, is a very perfect (I) 
Sepulchral slab, with a double hollow on the edge and on the 
surface a raised cross (Fig. 7); there is a very similar slab in 
Dorchester Church, Oxfordshire. 

( 2) On the north wall of chancel is a mural monum ent repre­
senting a man and his wife kneeling at faldstools, enclosed in a 
stone panel with pediment over, with the following inscription 
under'": 

Here doe lye Eustace Su lyard Esqu ier and i\largaret A.yloffe widowe some­
tyme I his wyfe, who had to her fir st husba nde Gregory Bas,ell Esqu ier by whom 
she had I yssue Dorothie ther on ly daugh te r and heyre and now wyfe unto 
Anthonye I Maxey E squier and to her second husband she had the sayd E ustace 
S ulyarde I betwene whom they had issue .Edward Su lyarde E squ ier ther sonne 
and heyre and I Mary , Margaret, lan e, Anne and Bridgettt ther daughters and to 
her thirde and I last husbanJ she had William c\yloffe of Brillens Esq uier by 
whom she had no I issue, whi ch sayd E ustace S ul yard died in F ebruary in the 
fir st yere of I King Edward the S ix te , And the 3ayde J\llarga rett di ed y• f]fte of 
F ebrua ry mp I l!'t and twenteth yere of Our Soveraigne Ladye Q ueen e 
E li zabeth. I 

On south wall of chancel. 

3· Marble monument with shield and this inscription: 

In the neighbour in g eanh 
!yes the Body of Ed \\;ard 

S ulyard, who died the 
VII day of November 

i\IDCXCII aged LXX II be ing 
the last of his H ouse & 

Family. 

4· On a slab on floor of tower. 

The Arms of Sulyard wi th the following in sc ription : 

Kotis et l g noti s 
Hoc subest marmore corpus Thomre Suliard i 

De Flemings hac de Com : Scutigeri Qui quide Thoma 
fuit Filius T ertius Edwardi Suliard i Equiti s Aura ti 

ille etiam Thoma Annam duxit Vxore Filiam Vnicam 
Thomre H oll, nuper de Higham in Com: Nor[". Armig•·. 

ille· vero Thoma Suliardus Genitor Noster 

• See Ayloffe monument in H ornchurch Chu rch in Chancellor's Aucient Sejntlc/Jral 
111onumenls of Essex, p. 327 1 pi. cxvii. 

t These are the acwal letters. They appear, however, to be abbreviated, as 157 8 would be 
the twentieth year of E li zabeth. 
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Annor um plenus circiter L X [ 
cum Pat ribus et Pa ri bus 

in Domino demum placide 
O bdormi vit 

Na t us erat I lE S t { MDL XX W 
Denatusq: f ra a MDCXX X II[[ 

De q uo T homa S ulia rdo jam jam cce li cola perbeato 
H oc deli te di ce debit 

N ota tu Marmore dig num 
viz 

Vi ta m eg it 

The rest of inscription covered by font. 

5· A slab with two shields and inscription plate reaved. 

6. A slab with the following inscription : 

H ie situs est 
Edward Sulyard 

7. On a slab in tower the following inscription : 

H ere lye th interred the Body of 
Charl es Parker gent. late of 
F lemings a nd An n h is wife 

H ere a lso lyeth the Body of 
Charl es Parker Gent son of 

the above Charl es Parker Gent who 
d ied Sep 25 . 1753 Aeta tis suoe 62 
T he mother of the late Charles 

Parker Gent her ma iden name 
was Anne S ullia rd one of the 

ne ices and co-heiresses of E dward 
S ull iard E sq' of F lemings 

The Rev. H. K . Harris gives me the following as the first entries 
in the registers, which commence in rsss: 

Chri stini nge An o Dni 1558. 
Fr:m ces Amye was ba ptized Ja nuary 12. 

Marriages in R un well Ano Dni 1558. 
I hon Lake and E lizabeth Lowe were married F eb. 3. 

Burri a lls Ano Dni 1558. 
F rances Amie was burried J a nuary 24.1 

The page is signed at the bottom, " R obert Dureden Cura te." 
Later we find he inscribes himself as Rector. The register is in his 
handwriting till 1 62 7 ; it is all beautifull y written, though the later 
years show the advancing age of the writer. After Dureden's death 
the register deteriorates. T here is the following entry on the inside 
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of the cover: "This old Register, which had been lost beyond 
living memory, was recovered on the 28th Sept., r87o, per Rev. W. 
Stubbs, Vicar of St. James, l'entonville, who accidentally discovered 
it, and restored it to the Rector of Runwell." 

NAT\IE. 

Radulphus. 
John 
Robert de Rudeham 
] ohn Vincent 
John Scott 
] ohn Selveroane 
Robert Marchall 
Robert Morecott 
J ames Gerneys 
Thomas Eieveth 
Thomas E llys 
Reginald Bertlond 

John Robotham 
Robert C rauford 
John Gylder 
Thomas Wyl son 

Thomas Browne 
Henry Wrig ht 
T homas Forster 
Edmund Bicknoll 

John P owell . 

William Daniel 

Robert Durden 
S imon Linch 

Thomas Sill iard 

John Clayton 
Ithiel Linch 
Henry Pugh 
Robert Pug h 

M. Pugh 

LIST OF RECTORS. 

I NSTITUTED. 

II81 
1251 

April, 1324 
Jan ., 1334 

26 Jan., 1389 
25 Nov., I39+ 

I6 Mar., I407 

IS Apri l, 1456 
22 Oct., I488 

8 Feb., 1489 
8 May, 1492 

I7 Feb. , 1551 

I2 Feb., 1559 

24 July, I5 79 

I S Nov., I$85 

5 Ju ly, 1587 

20 ] une, 1604 

17 Mar., I629 

9 Sep., r66o 

r 5 June, Ib67 
I7 April, I669 
18 Mar. , I694 

PATRONS. 

Robert Fleming. 
John Fleming. 

Robert Fleming. 
do. 

S ir Thos. Fleming. 

S ir Thos. Fieming. 
Hy. Dylock and hi s 
wife Elizabeth, widow 
of J ohn F leming. 

do. 
do. 

Margaret Sulya rd , 
widow. 

William Ayloffe. 

Margaret Ay loffe, 
widow. 

Queen E lizabeth (by 
lapse). 

Margaret Ayloffe, 
widow. 

Sir Edwd. Suiyard. 
Simon Linch (pro 

hac vice). 
Edward Silliard (or 

Sui yard) . 
do. 
do. 

Robert Pugh. 
do. 

{
Sir Gwys Mertins . 
Mr. Negers. 
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Phi lip Griffin 
George Dutens 
Isaac Moody Bingham 
Vices imus K nox 
Thos. Knox . 

Thos. Knox, J unr. 
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I NSTITUTED. 

!766 
1772 
! 780 
!803 

2 Nov., 1821 

Ja s. H enry Beresforcl Harris . 
12 Jan., 18+4 

29 Nov. , 1871 

H enry Kingsford Harris 20 Sept., r8g r 

PAT RONS. 

Philip Gri ffin . 

\Vm. Knox Child , 
Trustee of \'. Knox . 

do. 
E xecutors of Thos. 

Knox. 
M. Kingsford, Esq 

FOLK-LORE IN ESSEX AND HERTS. 

BY U. B. CHISENHALE-MARSH . 

FIELD names and Folk-lore are naturally classed together ; 
both alike speak to us of the lives and customs of our 

forefathers ; of creeds and cults, long since abandoned, but still 
surviving, though unrecognised, to these modern days. The weird 
rites of the ancient Druids, the varied ceremonial of Pagan Rome, 
the manners and usage of our Danish and Anglo-Saxon ancestors 
and their Norman conquerors, have each and all left their traces or 
customs, which seem to us foolish and meaningless till we have 
traced their origin to an act of worship at some heathen shrine, or 
their connection with some ancient feudal or legal ceremony. 

It is the great aim of the Folk-lore Society not only to preserve 
these vague traditions of the past, but by careful research to dis­
cover their origin and their meaning, to trace, through these, con­
necting links between the most varied races and climes, and, raising 
them from their degraded position of "old wives' tales," to invest 
them with the dignity of their true historical value. 

I purposely omitted to mention in my last article one or two 
names which bore more directly on Folk-lore. Thorley is usually 
said to be a corruption of Thornley, from the briars or thorns which 
abounded there, but it was Torleia in the Domesday Survey, and I 
am inclined to think that the name has reference to the worship of 
the god Thor. Tot tjill Field in Birchanger, Toot Hill near 
Epping, Toot Hill near Baldock, and very probably Duddenhoe 
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End were all places at which there were hills or mounds consecrated 
to the Celtic deity, Teutates. This deity has been identified with 
the god worshipped in Egypt and Phcen icia under the name of 
Thoth (in Greece Bermes, Latin as Mercury). There can be little 
doubt that the Phc.:cnicians, who derived their astronomical know­
ledge from Egypt, coming in search of tin to the mines of Cornwall, 
left thus some relic of their knowledge behind them. To show the 
connection between the British Tot or Teut, and the Egyptian 
Thoth, it may also be remarked that Tot is Ethiopian for "dog­
star," the Egyptians represented Thoth with the head of a dog, and 
the Druids cut the sacred vervain at tbe ri sing of the dog-star. 

From these sacred hills flamed forth thrice a year the grand 
sacred fires of the Beltine in honour of Bel, Beal or Belen, the sun, 
whose worship was united to that of Teut, these occasions being 
May Day Eve, Midsummer Eve, and All Hallows Eve. Thanks to 
Mr. Glasscock's books, we see that the Stortford churchwardens paid 
certain sums in 15r9 for bonfires on Old Midsummer Eve, converted 
by the Church into the festival of St. John the Baptist. Though 
this practice has long since died out here, the fires are still kindled 
in parts of Scotland, Ireland, and France, and sti ll called by the 
people, descendants of the old Celtic stock, Bealtine or Beltan, the 
day of Belen's fire. In Cornish dialect, which is Celtic, Tan is fire, 
and to "tine" signifies to light. Barrington was Belindon at the 
time of Domesday, and was probably a "h ill of Belen." Bengeo 
was Belinghoo in Domesday. These fires were kindled, and their 
accompany ing sacrifices offered in the spr ing to ensure the prosperous 
growth of the crops, at Midsummer for a blessing on the ripening 
fruits of the earth, and those of the last of October were a thanks­
giving for the fini shed harvest. 

It is interesting to compare an osier figure still burnt on June 
2 3rd, at Erie, in France, with that in which the ancient Britons are 
said to have burnt human beings in sacrifice. There seems to be 
good reason for supposing that the human sacrifices offered up by 
the Britons were intended to accompany some such rites as those 
with which the inhabitants of a great part of Europe still hail the 
advent of spring or midsummer, or attempt to ward off pestilence. 
Within the last few years, at least one Russian peasant has been 
known to sacrifice a poor relation in the hopes of staying an 
epidemic. 

Our carters and ploughmen would be very much astonished if 
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we accused them of heathen practices, yet the suns and crescent 
moons which ornament the harness are relics of the beli ef in the 
gods whose images are thus represented. 

We may trace back to these same Druids our present practice of 
decorating our churches and houses with evergreens at Chri stmas, a 
custom prohibited in 6 r 4 as "taken of the heathen people." Dr. 
Chandler says that when Druidism prevailed houses were decked 
with evergreens in December that the wood spirits might repair to 
them and remain unnipped with frost and cold winds till a milder 
season had renewed the foliage of their darling abodes. Traces of 
the heathen belief that groves and trees were the abode or personifi­
cation of spirits are still extant ; in some places the trees are informed 
when the owner dies, while all about our own neighbourhood it is 
very customary, in cli pping hedges, to leave small bushes or twigs 
standing at intervals, originally, no doubt, to keep away the evil 
spirits, or as a propitiation to those that were cut away. Another 
sign of the belief in trees as sentient be ings is shown by the regard 
paid to the creaking or groaning of furniture as ominous. A person 
in Clavering says that any death in the family is presaged by the 
groaning of the old clock, a sign that has never been known to occur 
except before such an event. T he oak and the ash were both sacred 
trees ; the oak ve nerated by the Druid priests ; the ash was the 
"cloud tree" of the Norsemen, with sacred fountains springing from 
the roots, hence the use we still make of these trees as forecasts for 
the season in the old rhyme: 

Tf the oe~k be out before the ash, a ll the summer we sha ll splash. 
If the ash be out before the oak, al l the summer we shall choke. 

About a mile from Berkhampsted a clump of oaks formerly 
stood at the junction of two cross roads. It was customary for 
people suffer ing from ague to resort there; they fastened a lock of 
their hair to a branch of one the trees, aud by a sudden wrench 
pull ed it out. The ague was left with the hair. · 

Among other superstitions con:1ected with trees and plants, we 
may note that the sticks of the cherry, the witch hazel, and witch 
elm are used as divining rods in searching for water. I t is said 
that rosemary will not grow where the mistress is master, and also 
that where parsley abounds the daughters of the house do not 
marry. I remember my grandfather's old gardener telling me that 
he could never grow it there ; my aunts all married. In my father's 
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time the parsley flourished abundantly, and, curiously enough, only 
one of my sisters was married during his lifetime. 

Another tradition as to the origin of decorating with evergreens at 
Chri stmas asserts that the first Christian church in Britain was built of 
boughs, and that the plan was adopted as most likely to attract tbe noti ce 
of the people, because the heathen bui lt their temples in li ke manner. 
From the beg inning the Church appears practically to have tolerated 
such part of the old mythical system as she considered harmless; 
old sacred rites were taken possession of for the new faith; we often 
find Christian churches occupying the sites of heathen temples, and 
Pagan coffins, tombstones, and altars used as coffins and memorials 
for C hri stian dead. St. Patrick is said to have engrafted Chri sti ;:1.11i sm 
on Paganism with so much skill that he won over the Irish people 
to the C hristian religion before they exactly understood the difference 
between the two form s of belief. In a letter from Pope Gregory the 
Great to the Abbot Mellitus in 6or, he requested that 

Bishop Augustine sha ll be told that after d ue considera t ion of the habi t~ of 
the E ng li sh peopl e, he ( the Pope) determines tha t " bec.lll se they have been used 
to sla ughter many oxen in the sacrifi ces to dev ils, some solemnity must be 
exchanged for them on thi s acco unt, as that on the day of t he ded icat ion or the 
na ti vit ies of the holy martyrs, whose relics are there de pos ited , they may build 
themselves huts of the boughs of trees about those churches that have been turned 
to that use from temples, and celebra te the solemnity wi th relig ious feas ting ; and 
no more offer beasts to dev ils, but kill catlle to the pra ise of God in their ea tin g , 
it being imposs ible to efface everything a t once from th eir obd urate minds ; beca use 
he who tri es to rise to the highest place ri ses by degrees or steps, a nd not by 
leaps." 

Five hundred years after this advice the "villein" tenants are 
still found, as a portion of their services, putting up green booths 
yearly for the fairs held in honour of their patron, Saint Cuthbert. 

Sir William de Baud, of Little Hadham, gave to the Cathedral 
(Church ?) of St. Paul's yearly a fat buck on the feast of the Com­
memoration of St. Paul, and a doe on the feast of the Conversion. 

T he buck or the doe was broug ht at the hours of Procession to the steps of 
the high a lta r in S t. Pau l's Church, the Dean and Chapter bei ng apparelled in 
copes and vestments, with garbnds of roses on their heads. They sen t the body 
of the dee r to bakin g , and had the head, fi xed on a pole, borne before the cross in 
their procession to the west door, where the keeper that brought it blowed the 
Dea th of the Buck ; then the H orners that were abo ut the city answered him in 
like manner. For their pa ins they had each of the Dean and Chapte r fo Ul-pence 
in money and their d inner, and the Keeper was a llowed Meat, Drink, and Lodging 
at their Charge while he stayed , a nd a t n is de parture a Loaf of Bread, wi th the 
effig ies of St. Paul upon it, and ss. in money. 

K 
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There were belonging to the Church of St. Paul's for both the 
days special suits of vestments, one embroidered w1th bucks, the 
other with does, both given by the Bauds, who continued thi s 
custom from their ancestor (Stow). Camden remarks that it looks 
like a Pagan custom crept into Chri stian practice; that D iana's 
temple hav ing stood where St. Paul's now does, a buck might 
anciently have been dressed up for sacrifice, which the owners of 
those lands in E ssex were obliged to furnish. 

From this curious corroboration of the "engrafting of Pagan 
practices on to Chri stianity," we must return to the tree super­
stitions for the origin or partial origin of some other observances. 
A natural tendency towards imagining that supernatural beings are 
of li ke forms to ours led to tree sp irits being represented in human 
shapes. The best known of th ese to us is the Jack-in-the.G reen, 
our chief representative of the numerous beings who, in various 
lands, when spring time comes, are robed in dresses made of herbs 
and boughs; the most familiar not long ago were the King and 
Queen of May, but the various customs observed on May Day a1e 
traceable to as many various sources ; each successive invading race 
grafted many of the rites and customs which they found established 
here into their own ceremonies; the Druidic Teut became the Roman 
Mercury; the May festival was made to coincide with the feasts 
celebrated in Rome in honour of the Goddess F lora. The Saxons 
continued it under another form ; their barons at this time going to 
their Witenagemote, or assembly of wise men, left their peasants to 
a kind of saturnalia, in which they chose a king and queen ; he wore 
an oaken and she a hawthorn wreath, and together they ruled the 
sports. It is said that the Maypole was the great standard of 

• justice in the fi elds of May, and that here the people deposed or 
punished their barons, governors, or kings ; while the judges' wand 
of office, now represented by a nosegay, the mace of civil power, 
and the truncheon of the officer are all derived from hence, and 
that a mayor received his name from this May, in sense of lawful 
power. 

From a festival of the lower orders we find it resuming its place 
as a uni versal holiday. The Stortford churchwardens have 
various notes of expenses incurred on such occasions, as in r 5 r 5 : 
"Paid for bredde and ale when they of Sabysford did come riding 
to the town to sett their mayes." We read of Henry VIII and Queen 
Katherine "rising very early in the morning to fetch maye or green 
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boughs," foll owing the customs of their subjects. Hone gives a long 
account of the customs observed at Baldock and at Hitchin on 
May Day; at Baldock in r838 the lord and the lady of May were 
still constructed of straw or rags, and dressed up as smartly as 
possible, and pbced at the cottage door to receive the contributions 
of the passers by. At Hitchin the lads were at work by 3 a.m. 
fixing branches of May at the doors of all the larger houses in the 
town, the larger the branch that is placed at the door, the more 
honourable to the house, or rather to the servants, for if any of 
them should chance to have offended one of the mayers, a branch 
of elder with a bunch of nettles is fixed to the door, and this is 
considered a great disgrace. A 1 .ord and Lady of May accompanied 
by other characters came round later, dancing and singing a quaint 
old song. Morris dancers were a great feature in the old May 
Day entertainments ; the Morris dance is supposed to be of 
Moorish origin, and to be derived to us from Spain. Hence its 
name. The principal characters were Robin Hood, Maid Marian, 
and their followers, with the Hobby Horse, the Fool, Tom the 
Piper, and the Dragon. Bishop's Stortford owned a dragon who 
appears from the churchwarden's accounts to have paid for his keep 
by being let out; Braughing appears to have hired him in 1504. I 
saw a cutting from a newspaper recording that Morris dancers had 
come annually to the school playground at Hemel Hempstead up 
to r8rs. 

The blackening of faces was a very ancient custom. Though of 
late years left to the chimney-sweeps, it was probably a survival of 
the masks worn at the May processions perhaps in Roman days. In 
some places, as at Saffron Walden, the children still go round 
with garlands. They do not sing the May song then, though they 
use it in their school games. At Rickling they sing it still. The 
school-children at Hatfield Broad Oak have given a very pretty and 
in teres ting representation of the old May Day sports the last two or 
three years, carefully trained by Mr. Galpin . As a rule, of late 
years, the May celebrations have been left to the chimney-sweeps, 
but even they have almost entirely dropped the custom. The 
romantic story of the kidnapping of a nobleman's son, and of his 
being found as a chimney-sweep's apprentice, celebrated for some 
years by a feast given to the members of the trade in London, has 
since been commemorated by them on this day. 

The customs of the Roman Lupercalia passed on to St. Valentine's 
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Day ; these were originated in honour of Pan and Juno, when 
among other ceremonies the names of young women were put into 
a box from which they were drawn as chance directed. St. Francois 
de Sales severely forbade the custom of valentines or giving boys 
in writing the names of gi rls to be admired and attended by them, 
and he changed it into giving the names of saints for them to honour 
and imitate. In spite of priestly efforts the old fashion held its 
sway, though, like most others, it is shorn of many of its former 
practices. Forms of divination somewhat similar to those practised 
on All Hallow Ee'n, were used on Valentine's E ve. Brand in his 
Popular Antir;uities gives an instance : 

Last F ri day wa s \'al enti ne 's Day, and th e nigh t befo re f got five bay le:ll'es, 
and pin ned four of them to the fo u r corners of my pill ow, and th e l.i fth to the 
mi dd le ; a nd then if I d rea med o f my sweethea rt, Betty sa id we shou ld be m:n­
ried before the year wa s ou t. Bu t to nmke it more sure, [ bo iled an egg ha rd, 
and took out the yolk and filled it wi th salt, and when I wen t to bed eat it, shell 
and al l, without drin king or speaking after it. vV e al so wrote our lovers' names 
u pon bits of paper, and rol led them in clay a nd p ut them in water, and the first 
t hat rose u p was to be my Valentin e. Wou ld you beli eve it? :\1r. Blossom was 
my ma n. I lay abed and shut my eyes a ll t he morning till he came to our house, 
for I would not have seen another man before him for a ll the world . 

The valentine being the first man or woman, as the case 
might be, seen on the 14th of February, this lady took careful pre­
cautions to ensure seeing the right person. I first heard the queer 
old rhyme at Sh eering : 

Good morrow to you , Va lent ine , 
C url your hai r as I curl m ine, 
One before and two beh in d ; 
Good morrow to yo u, Valentine. 

It is commonly sung all about here on Valentine's Day, but I never 
remembered hearing it near Epping or Ongar, and I have not been 
able to discover why this peculiar style of hairdressing is recom­
mended, nor when it was invented. 

All Hallow's E 'en is still called in some places hereabout "Nut­
crack day," I believe; which shows that burning nuts to test the fidelity 
of a sweetheart, one of the many forms of divination still familiar in the 
north on this day, has been practi sed, but I have not been able to 
discover that the day is much thought of now. This, however, does 
not prove that no such practi ces exist, but simply that I have not 
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had time or opportunity to discover them, and many others most 
lik ely. 

Another anniversary borrowed from the Norseman is that of 
Yu letide, which, co inciding with the Feast of the Nativity, the old 
Yule tnummings and merrymakings con tinued in use without raising 
eccles iastical censure. The mummings have died out in these 
counties, though the merrymakings continue. 

It has not been possible for me to find a given origin for many of 
the customs still prevailing, or only recently abandoned, or of others 
which, though they fell in to d isuse many years ago, were yet in their 
day so universal that they should still hold their place in this branch 
of histo ry. Mr. Glasscock's book mentions expenses incurred in 
Stortford at Hockticle, a festival which began on the clay followin g the 
second Sunday after Easter, and said to have been instituted in memory 
of the almost total destruction of the Danes by E thelred in 1002. 

Hoke Monday was for the men, Hoke Tuesday for the women; on both 
days the men and women alternately intercepted the public road 
with ropes, and pulled passengers to. them, from whom they exacted 
money to be laid out in pious uses. 

Similar in name is the " Hockey," or harvest feast, still spoken 
of here as "Horkey"; it was kept up near Manuden, I was told, till 
the last few years, that is, that the harvest fea sts given by the farmers 
st ill preserved the name of Horkey Feast. The "hock cart," as we 
read in very old poems, carried home the last load, in many counties 
a handful of the last corn cut was ti ed into a kind of figure, which 
originally represented the goddess Ceres, in whose honour the 
Romans held harvest festivals. The last record of the Horkey 
Feast, given by Hone, as held in Herts and Essex, gives no mention 
of this figure as being made in these counties; the labourers, headed 
by one of their number as "Lord of the harvest," went round, when 
all was gathered in, to ask largesse. Th e use of the old Norman­
French word might denote that the custom was known in the reigns 
of the early sovere igns of the, Nor man race. The sum collected was 
fairly divided at the end of the day. As an instance of the manner 
in which words survive their original meanings, I noticed that a man, 
selling penny ices on the beach at Hunstanton last summer, had his 
wares labelled " Horkey," though he cried them as " Hokey." 

In connection with harvest, I must not forg et to mention the 
Gleaning Bell, rung in many parishes to indicate the hours at which 
the gleaners shall begin and end their toil. I do not remember ever 
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hearing of such a practice on the Epping side; but about here, and 
further into H erts, the custom seems very prevalent, though lately 
discontinued in some places. The hours for work vary from 7, 8, or 
9 a.m. to 4, s, and 6 p.m. I ckleford starts earli est and takes the 
longest day, from 7 a. m. to 6 p.m. Ardeley only takes from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. No one that I have asked has been able to give me any 
information as to how and when this custom originated. 

All these old customs were sternly prohibited and put down by 
the Puritans under the iron rule of Oliver Cromwell. That a strong 
feeling had been growing up against them for some time by this sect 
is made evident by the Book of Sports, written by James I, but 
issued by his son Charles I, and which by the sovereign's order was 
to be read in the churches ; the Stortford church wa rde ns bought a 
copy in 1634. In this book the royal author complains of the 
attempts that had been made to put down various old sports and 
customs, and gives special orders for their continuance. Thus 
he writes: 

'Nee finde that under pretence of t<i king away abuses there hath been a genera l 
forbidding not only of ordina ry meetings but of the F easts of the Dedication of 
the churches, common ly ca lled \lilakes. Now our express wi ll and pleasure is that 
these Feasts with others be observed, a nd that our Justices of the Peace in their 
several div isions sha ll look to it. 

In another place he writes : 

That atn·peop le be not d isturbed, Jetted or d iscouraged from a ny lawful recrea ­
t ion , such as dancing, archery, nor from ha ving of May games, vVhitsun Ales and 
Morris Dances, and the setting up of Maypoles and other sports therewith 
used. 

During the Commonwealth everything that could in the most 
remote degree savour of Popery was a thing accursed ; so far was 
the scruple carried that even doors might no longer have cross 
panels, and it is said that the very ta il ors were forbidden to sit cross­
legged at their work. At the restorati on a strong reaction set in ; 
the natural element of mirth, which does exist in us, in spite of the 
Frenchman's accusation that we " take our pleasures sadly," re­
asserted itself, and games and amusements once more resumed much 
of their former place in the life of the people. Many of the old 
customs had been too long disused to be revived again, others 
were evidently transferred to the new festivals established to celebrate 
the new order of things. Among these last I have little doubt that 
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we can place Bumping Day, as practised till lately at Manuden, for 
instance, on May 29th; eviden tl y some of the custom s belonging to 
May Day were sim ply adapted to the date fixed for commemorating 
the day when the exiled prince returned to claim his own again. 
My informant told me that till within the last few years it was 
customary for the lads in the village to plant boughs of oak very 
early in the morning at the doors of the principal inhabitants, 
returning in the even ing to claim "largesse." The same practice of 
placing boughs a t the doors on May 29th was in u~e ti ll lately at 
H atfield, Herts, where an old lady, now living at Thorley, told me 
she remembered that the bells were toll ed in the morning, for the 
death of Charles I evidently, and chimed gai ly in the evening for 
the R estoration, the ringers going round aftenVJ.rds for "largesse." 

That this custom would not meet with general approval we can 
gather from a tract called Tlte Lord's loud call to England, published 
in r66o, which tells of a "judgement" as the Puritans would have 
it on an old woman. 

An an t ient poor dame wen t from \"'apping to London to buy fl owers ( about 
the 6th or 7th of May) to ma ke ga rl ands for the day of the King 's procla mation, 
to gather the youths toge ther to dan ce for the garland; and when she had bought 
the fl owers and was going homewards, a cart went over her and brui sed her for 
it; ju st before the doors of such as she would have vexed thereby. S in ce, she 
remains in a great deal of mi serie, and its judged a t the writin g hereof tha t she 
wi l1 never overgrow it. 

This story corroborated my suggestion that the new festivals 
were borrowed from the older ones, since the poor old lady was 
evidently preparing for a regular May Day frolic. 

Bishop's Stortford and the adj acent neighbourhood had an 
extraordinary septennial custom on Old Michaelmas Day, as 
described in a newspaper of q87. On the morning of thi s 
Gangi 1g Day, as it was call ed, a great number of young men 
assembled in the fie lds, choosing an active fellow as leader, whom 
they were bound to foll ow, though, for the sake of divers ion, he led 
th e way through ponds, d it ches, and hedges. Everybody they met 
was "bumped" by being taken up between two persons and swung 
against each other. This Ganging Day must have taken its name 
from the old Church fest ival of Gangtide during the Rogation Days, 
wi th its w lemn processions about the parishes, originally instituted 
as a preparation for the devout observar.ce of Ascension Day. In 
rsso a form of prayers was added for a blessing on the fruits of the 
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earth. After the Reformation, the "curate and substantial men of 
the parish " were enjoined by Q ueen E lizabeth to walk about the 
parishes as they were acc ustomed, and at their return to church 
make their common prayers; at certain convenient places the 
people were to be admonished on the sacred duty of giving thanks 
to God and of respecting landmarks and boundaries. This degene­
ra ted into the custom of merely "beating the boundaries," when the 
parish offic ials and older men took a number of boys round with 
them, who received a beating at each important landmark to help 
them to remember it. Bumping Oak, above Manuden Hall, must 
have been one of the landmarks against which the luckless youngsters 
were bumped as a gentle reminder. 

As for o~r present custom of eating a goose on Michaelmas Day, 
the old poet Gascoigne writes : 

And when the tenantes come to pay their quarter's rent, 
They bringe some fow le at Midsummer, a di sh of fi sh in Lent, 
At Chri stmas a capon, at Michaelmas a goose, 
And somewha t else at New Yere 's tide , for fear their lease Aies loose. 

A propitiatory offering to the landlords, at any rate, if not at some 
older shrine. 

Two or three more special days need mention : Plough Monday, 
formerly held on the first Monday after Twelfth Night, to celebrate 
the resumption of work after the Christmas holidays. The plough­
men used to keep lights burning before certain images in th e 
churches to obtain blessings on their work ; and they were accus­
tomed to go about gathering money for the support of these 
"plough lights," as they were called. This was but a continuation 
of the old heathen practice of" Jay inge the ploughe aboute the fire, 
as for the gode beginninge of the yere, that they shoulde fare the 
better all the yere followinge." The ch urch ceremonies were dis­
continued at the Reformation, but the processions and collections 
survived. I hear of them till quite lately at Newport and Saffron 
Walden. 

Shrove T uesday had its special observances in H erts, being 
known as "Dough Nut Day " at Baldock. At Hoddesdon, Brand 
notes that the old Curfew Bell still ex ists,· and has for generations 
been rung at 4 a.m. on Shrove Tuesday; originally, to call the 
inhabitants to come and be sh ri ven of their sins, but now as a sign 
that the making and eating of pancakes may commence and continue 



FOLK-LORE IN ESSEX AN D HERTS. 1 53 

till 8 p.m. So closely is this custom observed, concludes the: note: 
which I have copied, that after that hour not a pancake remains in 
the town ; not very surpri sing, I should think, after sixteen hours 
work at them. In answer to my question the rec tor kindly wrote to 
say that the Curfew Bell was now at tached to the church clock ; he 
could not ascertain how long since the custom of ringing it on 
Shrove Tuesday had ceased. 

Cock-fighting and throwing at cocks were special sports for this 
day; " Cockins," a fi eld in Farnham, may have been one of the 
scenes of thi s cruel pmctice. · 

Goading Day was kept up till two or three years ago at Manuden, 
and at Braughing; the widows go ing round the parish to solicit 
alms. It is recorded in 1840 " that small pyramids formed of gilt 
evergreens, apples and nuts are carried about at this time in Herts 
for presents." 

On St. Stephen's Day the boys went to hunt and stone wrens, 
putting them on furze bushes, or on boxes, decked with flowers and 
ribbons, singi ng as they carried them round : 

The wren, the wren, the king of the birds, 
On Stephen 's Day was kill ed in t he furze ; 
Altho ' he is li ttle, hi s hono ur is great, 
And so, good people, g i1·e us a treat. 

The bird bad a sacred character among the Celts and the Greeks. 
Early Christian teachers opposed this superstition, their lessons 
were singularly embodied in this persecution. 

In a part of Epping Forest near our house it was a regular 
custom on St. Stephen's Day, and occasionally on Good Fr iday, to 
hunt squirrels, probably a variation from the wren hunt. I have 
tried to ascertain if any special song belonged to this occasion, but 
none is known now, and the hunt is only kept up by a few boys; 
though when I was a child there were "droves of them," as the 
exasperated keepers com plainecl. 

An institution which I discovered accidentally years ago at 
Theydon Garnon is prevalent about here. When a man becomes 
notorious for beating his wife, the neighbours assemble at night and 
beat chaff in front of his door. I think still that it is a great pity 
that so much energy should be applied to an inanimate object 
outside, and that it would be much better if they stepped inside and 
exercised their muscles on the culprit himself. 
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The wakes and fairs wh ich King Charles was so anxious to see 
maintained were of considerable ·importa nce to the coun try districts, 
where shops were unknown, and the travelling ped lar and the well­
stocked booth at the fair had to suppl y their place. One or two old 
women have spoken to me regretfully of the departed glories of the 
"Statty" or Statute Fair, held at Bishop's Stortford at Michaelmas, 
when, as is st ill the custom in the north cou ntry, servan ts came in to 
hire themselves ou t for the coming year, or as my friend at Little 
Hadham said, "If we did not want to change our places, we always 
reckoned on the holiday to see the fun and meet our friends." The 
annual fair ·at Harlow Bush I can just remember as st ill quite a 
smart affair, where all the gen tlemen of the neighbourhood used to 
a ttend at a sort of public dinner in the afternoon. The fo llowing is 
from an announcement of the fa ir at Anstey, on July 1 sth, r 8 I7 : 
"A tea-kettle to be bowled for by women ; a go wn to be smoked for 
by women ; a shift to he run for by wome n ; a share to be ploughed 
for by men, at Mr. Boy's at the Bear at Anstey " ; from which I 
should rather infer that the fai r had already begun to lose its former 
attractions, and that such inducements as the above were neces­
sary to draw custom to the town on fair day. 

Turning from general to what I may call indi vi dual customs, 
chri sten ings naturally come first , but I can on ly mention the 
universal belief that it is lucky for the chi ld to cry; a sign, accord­
ing to the old idea, that the evil spirits were being dri ven out by the 
holy waters of baptism. 

I find in Morant's Essex that at Great Yeldham a house 
near the church was anciently appropriated and used for dressing a 
dinner for poor folk when married, and had all utensil s and furniture 
convenient for that purpose ; this house has since been converted 
into a school. At Match ing, near Harlow, a house close to the 
churchyard was designed for the entertainnient of poor folk on their 
wedding-day; it seems to be very ancient, but ruinous. At Ther­
fi eld, as at Braughing, there was till la tely a set of kitchen furniture 
lent to the poor at weddings. Mr. Glasscock tells us that a "Church 
House " existed at Stortford, probably used in a similar manner. In 
Tlte famous history of Sir Billy of Billericay, published in or about 
1687, I found an account of such a wedd ing fest ivity of that date. 

Now in most parts of Essex (where th is wedding was kept) it is a common 
custom when poor people marry to make a k ind o[ dog hanging, or money gather­
ing, which they call a wedding din ner, to which they invite tag and rag, all that 
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will come ; where after dinner, upon the summo 11 s of the t·iddler, wl10 setteth forth 
hi s voice li ke a town crier, a table being set forth, and the bride set sim pering at 
t he upper e nd of it; the bridegroom standin g by \\"ith n whi te sheet overt hwnrt 
hi s shou lders, ns i[ he d id pena nce fo r the fo lly he had comm itted that clay; whi lst 
the people in vited to it, like t he so ldie rs of a co untry tra in band , march up to the 
bride, present the ir money a nd wheel about. After thi s o fferin g is over, ihe re is a 
pair of g loves la id on t he tabl e, most monstrou sly bed:cubed abo ut with ribbons, 
which by way of auction is se t to sa le, at who g ives most, a nd he whose lot it is 
fo r to have them, sha ll witha l have a ki ss of the bride. 

Such a pair of gloves, bedaubed with ribbon, hang from the 
ceiling of the church at Theydon Mount. 

In Gomme's most interesting R elics of Folk Lore in Early 
Village Life, he studies, by a careful comparison with customs still 

existing in savage countries, to work out the origin of customs in 
this country either still surviving or recorded in the past. From 
this analogy he deduces, among others, the fact that human sacrifices, 
still employed in Borneo and elsewhere to propitiate the gods on 
laying the foundation -s tone of a building, were common in Britain, 
and traces certain legends to this source. H e supports this theory 
by this instance, among others : in I 876 the old church at 
Brownsover, in YVarwickshire, was restored ; the earli er parts were 
Norman, on an older British foundation ; two skeletons were found, 
one each under the north and sou th wall, one foot below the original 
early British foundation, exactly opposite to each other, facing to the 
east. The coffin of a priest was found built into the wall at 
Snailwell, in Cambs, a proof, Mr. Gomme would have it, of a 
tendency to belief that a human body thus incorporated in the wall 
would drive away ev il sp irits. 

In the parish of Tolleslmnt Knights, on the edge of the Essex 
marshes, there is still shown in the middle of a fie ld an enclosed 
uncultivated spot. On the top of a hill at a little d istance stands an 
ancient manor house, known as Barn Hall. The legend relates that 
it was originally intended to erect thi s house on the enclosed space, 
but that the devil came by night and destroyed the work of the day. 
A knight, attended by two dogs, was set to watch for the intruder ; 
a tussle ensued, and the Prince of Darkness, snatching up a beam, 
hurled it at the site of the present house, exclaimi ng, as he did so, 
"\Vheresoe'er this beam shall fall, there shall stand Barn Hall." 
The original beam was believed to remain in the cellar of the 
present house, and no one, it was said, could cut it without wounding 
themselves. The devil, enraged at the knight's interference, vowed 
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that he would have him a fter death , whether he were buried in the 
church or out of it. Now this doom was ingeni ously averted by 
burying him half in and half ou t of the church. 

Of a similar type is the Brent Pelham legend of "0 P iers' 
Shonk s," who was buried in the walls of that church. One version 
of his story is that he was a very wicked man, and vowed that he 
would never be buried in consecrated ground, but wherever the 
arrow, shot from hi s bow at a venture, should fall. It hit the wall 
of the church , and there his tomb was made. Another version is 
that he fought with a giant of Bark way, named Cadmus, and worsted 
him, upon which Barkway had paid quit-rent to Pelham ever since. 
The name of Cad mus was clea rly borrowed for the giant from the 
two Latin ep itaphs on the tomb; of which one E nglish translation 
runs thus : 

N othing o[ Cadmus nor SL. George, those names 
or grea t renown, survives them bu t their fault s ; 
Tim e was so sharp set as to make no bones 
or theirs, nor of their monumenta l stones. 
But Shonks one serpent kill s , t'other defi es, 
And in thi s wa ll as in a fortress li es. 

The monument records that he died twenty-one years after the 
Conquest. Salmon has an ingenious theory that he di ed 22 1 after, 
and might then have resisted some extorti on or oppress ion of 
Simon de F urneuse in that district, and so earned the fam e ascribed 
to hi111. T wo points in favour of that theory are : first, that the 
church was burnt in the great fire, 'vhich gave its name to Burnt 
Pelham, in the reign of H enry I , a nd th e tomb, if then ex isting, 
would have been destroyed ; and second, that the epitaphs evidently 
are written in praise of some great deed. 

In the churchyard a t \ ;v'eston, H erts, two stones about fourteen 
feet apart arc shown as the grave of a giant. About a hundred years 
ago a very long thigh bone was stolen from the church ch e~ t, where 
it was kept for exhibition ; it is said to be now in a museum at 
Oxford. The legend relates that thi s gian t, J ack-o'-Legs, lived in a 
neighbouring wood, plundering the ri ch, but ge nerous to the poor. 
Having often robbed the Baldock bakers of their bread, they caught 
him, put out his eyes, and hanged him on a knoll in a field a t 
Baldock. They granted him his last request. that his bow might 
be put in his hand , and his grave made wherever the arrow should 
fall, and accordin gly he was buri ed at Weston. 
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I have one more curious legend, which I might mention here, 
connected with the foundation of the monastery of Ramsey at 
Therfi eld. Wirgyt, the Fisherman of Alwyn (who is described as 
Alderman of all England and kinsman of King Edwy), with hi s 
boat's crew had been trying all night to get a dish of fish for his lord. 
Being fati gued he fell as leep, and saw in his dreams St. Benedict, 
who ordered him to let down his net at dayb1 eak, when he should 
take vast numbers, and among them one huge pike. This he was to 
take to Alwyn as a present from St. Benedict, who desired him to 
build a monastery on a site which would be made known to him by 
this sign. He was to go and see how the cattle lay at night, and 
where a bull, rising, pawed the ground with his right foot the first 
stone should be laid. For a proof Alwyn was to be relieved of the 
go ut which had crippled him for years. Benedict bent Wifgyt's 
little finger so crooked that it could not be extended again till 
Alwyn's cured hands set it straight. Alwyn found the cattle lying 
in the form of a cross, received the appointed sign, and built the 
monastery as directed. 

A grave having been desecrated by body-snatchers on the north 
side of Widford churchyard in 1839 gave ri se to an idea that this side 
was not consecrated, and that no burials should take place in that 
part. The objection to burial on the north side existed before 
Christian times, and is a remnant of the old Scandinavian creed of 
the icy Hela, to which women and cowards were consigned, while 
the souls of heroes passed to Valhalla, and their bodies were com­
mitted to the deifications of southern light and heat. Christianity, 
originating in a region where heat is excessive and cold a boon, 
represented things in a reverse light, but the old name of Hela was 
preserved for the place of torment. Still, there is ground for believ­
ing that there was, in old times, a margin left unconsecrated for the 
interment of those who were denied Christian burial. It is well that 
all churchyards are not so s~nsitive as that at Mill ickstown, in eo. 
Louth. A Protestant having been buried in a Roman Catholic 
churchyard, the following night the walls refused to sanction a deed 
to which the priest had consented, took a leap, as they say, inwards, 
and left the grave outside the precincts. 

" Happy the dead that the rain fall s on," is a proverb that I 
heard, for the first time, the other day, but I find that it is commonly 
recogn ised; a wet day . for a fun eral in Ireland is considered very 
lucky. One would imagine that this idea might have something to 
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do with St. Swithin and the forty days of rain to which we are 
condemned if it should chance to rai n on hi s name day. We read 
that he was Bishop of Winchester, dying in the year 865 ; be 
des ired, in his great humility, to be buried in the open churchyard, 
and not in the chancel of the minster, as was customary for so high 
a digni tary. O n hi s being canoni sed, the monks resolved to move 
the body into the choir, with solemn ceremonies and processions, on 
July 15th. So violent a rain set in, and continued for forty clays, 
that they could not carry out their design, and became assured that 
thi s was a sign that the sain t did not approve of the honour 
intended fo r hi s bones, and they were left und isturbed. 

There are, of course, a certa in number of ghosts to be beard of; 
one we may consider a genuine antique, that of St. Osyth , 
murdered by the Danes. A spring in what is known as the Nun 's 
Wood is still pointed out as the spot where she suffered, and she is 
said to revisit this spo t once a year with her head in her hands. 
Cross-roads are always places of ill-fame, on account of the suicides 
and malefactors who were buried there in old days ; the top of 
Holloway Hill near Stortford was greatly dreaded by those who had 
to pass that way after dark, and the gruesome s tories told received 
due confirmation, when, on the alteration of the road, some 
skeletons were dug up there. The ghosts at Twyford, Hyd e Hall, 
and Pishobury have only attained what would be, for a ghost, the 
respectable middle age of three or four hundred years. H orham 
Hall is haunted by Q ueen Eli zabeth ; the father of my informant 
was groom there many years ago, and had fallen into bad ways, 
coming in at all sorts of forbidden hours. One night, as he was 
stealthily creeping up to his room, he was terrified by hearing 
distinctly the tap-tap of the royal lady's high-heeled shoes coming up 
after him. H e dashed to his room, and covering his head with the 
bed-clothes, registered a vow, which I was assured he kept faithfully, 
never so to transgress again. What a useful ghost to keep in a house ! 

I read that in some parts of H erts it is customary to tell the 
plough horses when a death occurs in the owner's family, but I have 
not found anyone who knows of this being done. T elling the bees 
is a very common practice; the hive should be gently tapped th ree 
times, with the key of the house door if possible, and the sad news 
whispered. In some places it is thought necessary to put a black 
bow or riband on the hives as well. 

Some years ago, at Essendon, on the death of a neighbour, an 
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old inhabitant remarked that " she was not at all surprised to hea r of 
the death, as. the church clock struck while they were singing in 
church on Sunday." In a Somersetshire village the church clock is 
always stopped during any service at which hymns are sung. 

I heard of a superstiti on in Clavering that a hare always comes 
and looks in at the stab le door befor e the death of a member of the 
family. Meeting a hare has been held to denote coming misfortune, 
not only in Britain, but in India, among Arab tribes, Laplanders, 
and Namaguas of South Africa. This an imal had formerly been 
held sacred; Boadicea used the hare in augury. From primitive 
regard the descent is rapid- a sacred animal becomes' an uncanny 
one, as heathen gods become devil s when their worshippers change 
their faith. Thus, in olden days those who were looked upon as 
witches and wizards were frequen tly on ly practisi ng the rites and 
ceremonies of an older fa ith ; though others certainly endeavoured 
to obtain a hold on the minds of the ignorant and superstitious by 
the strangeness and secrecy of the methods they practised in heal­
ing sicknesses, foretelling future events, and other departments of 
their mystical and weird science. 

Even in these enlightened days the belief in witches still holds 
in many places. At Tring in Herts on April 22nd, 17 5 r, an old 
man and his wife died from the effects of undergoing the ordeal of 
ducking for suspected witchcraft. At Dunmow so late as r88o two 
men were convicted of trying to throw a woman into a pond to prove 
if she were a witch, as they believed that she had bewitched the 
younger defendant and his wife. 

There are still living many who claim to hold a power of 
charming away various ailments. A man in my eldest brother's 
employment has a charm against jaundice, which he has inherited 
through successive generations ; he remembers, when a child, being 
wakened by a gentleman, posting down from London and arr iving in 
the middle of the night, to be cured from jaundice. He told my 
brother that he had cured many pat ien ts, and could always tell, at 
first sight, whether he should succeed, having only failed in three 
cases, one of which had been pronounced hopeless by a doctor. The 
most curious part of it is that in certain stages he says that he can 
effect a cure without seeing the patient, if the symptoms are accurately 
described. A woman near Toot H ill used to charm away rheumatism. 
I do not know if she is still alive. One old lady in Thorley told me 
of an old man who used to be called the 2~d. man- his real name 
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was Bonney. He lived in Stortford when she was a child, and could 
charm away warts and sores. She herself had been . cured of the 
former by her schoolmaster, who advised her to count them, take a 
black snail and stick it on a thorn bush ; as the snail perished they 
would disappear, provided secrecy were observed ; "and they all 
went, sure enough," she concluded. In Manuden I was told about 
a former inhabitant of Brent Pelham who gave charms against tooth­
ache; something, believed to be a frog's leg, sewn in a little bag, to 
be worn next the skin. An Elsenham woman had a child cured of 
sore eyes by a woman who knelt down and repeated something over 
her. These muttered words are almost invariably a part of the 
charm, but they are rarely divulged. An old woman, who cured all 
sorts of diseases for the moderate fee of rcl. and a loaf of bread, was 
persuaded by threats to confess the words she used: 

Thy loaf is in my hand , 
Thy penny in my purse ; 

Thou art never the better, 
And l am never the worse. 

Simple and strangely truthful ! 
As a rule, these charms are scri ptural; I heard the B ishop or 

Marlborough quote one that he had known to be used in Devon­
shire, which is curiously similar to one I read in an old book as used 
in 14 7 5:"' When a person or animal has been scratched or cut with 
any metal object, from a pin to a scythe, it is said about here to be 
highly efficacious to grease the offending weapon as well as the 
wound ; most people advise that it should then be thrown away, 
others recommend keeping it carefully till the wound has healed. 

It never occurred to me till I was writing this paper that I had 
myself used a charm for years, unwittingly, and one which is 
believed highly efficacious about here, as indeed I found it. When 
a child I suffered a good deal from my eyes, and the nurse used to 
take me to my mother to have them rubbed with her wedd ing-ring. 
I am bound to state that it never occurred to me that the virtue lay 
particularly in a wedding-ring, as I used any other smooth gold 
object with equal success. 

* Charm quoted by Bishop of l\1arlborough: 

Wild raged the waters throug h the wooJ ; 
Christ ~mote the waters with His rod, 
H e stayed the ir raging where H e stood , 
And so 1 stay . . . blood. 
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The breaking of a wedding-ring was regarded in Essex, a few 
years ago, as a sign that the wearer would soon be a widow. Rings 
have been used and worn as charms from very early ages; "crampe 
ringes, " blessed by the reigning sovereign, were considered as effica­
cious against that complaint as the royal touch was for "King's evil. " 
John Baret, in 1463, leaves to John Brews "my cram pe ring," as a 
valuable possession . 

Rings remind us of the Essex legend of Havering-atte-Bower and 
Edward the Confessor. That pious king was met, on his way to 
Westminster, by a beggar, who implored alms in the name of St. 
John, peculiarly venerated by the monarch. Having spent all his 
money he gave his ring to th e beggar, who disappeared. Shortly 
after, two pilgrims in the Holy Land found themselves ben ighted, 
and in great distress. Suddenly the path before them was brilliantly 
lighted, and an old man, preceded by two tapers, accosted them. 
Upon telling him to what count ry they belonged, the old man 
gu ided them to a hostelry, revealing himself as St. John the 
Evangelist, the special patron of K ing Edward, and gave them a 
ring to carry back to the monarch, with a warning that in six months 
the king would be with him in Paradise. The pilgrims returned, 
and found the kin g at his fa vo urite residence, cal led from this 
incident Havering-atte-Bower ; he recogn ised the ring, and prepared 
for his impending death. He was arrayed at his funeral in his robes 
and crown, a crucifi x and gold chain around his neck, and the 
pilgrims' ring on his finger. At the translation of his remains in 
the time of H enry II, the ring is said to have been withdrawn and 
deposited with the crown jewels. 

The heathen ish origin, as it is termed, of the wedding ring, led 
to its being forbidden during the Commonwealth, but even the 
Pres byterian minister of F inchingfi eld, Stephen Marshal!, performed 
the marriage service for one of his daughters from the Book of 
Common Prayer, and with a ring, "as he was loth to have hi s 
daughter turned back upon him for want of a legal marriage." 

I have left myself very little space for what is really one of the 
chief parts of Folk-lore, I mean the popular stories or fairy tales; 
not because I under-value th eir im portance, but because, unfor­
tunately, there is little or nothing to be found locally. Probably 
many of such stories possess a historical origin, and could we 
recover their primitive form they might be found to record real 
incidents. Many instances might be brought forward of stories now 

L 
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current in different parts of Europe which were centuries ago written 
down and preserved in Asia. 

The root or plot of our best-known fairy tales can be traced back 
to mythological tradition ; the princesses and snow-white ladies, who 
were kept in dark prisons and delivered by bright heroes, were 
originally poetical descriptions of the spring being released from the 
bonds of winter, the sun being rescued · from the darkness of the 
night, the dawn being brought back from the west, the waters being 
set free from the prison of the clouds. Even vVilliam Tell, the hero 
of Swiss freedom, is taken from us ; his counterpart is found over 
and over again in tales of previous centuries, till finally he is traced 
back to the last reflection of the Sun god. Thus, the loves and 
feuds of the powers of nature, after they had been told first as of 
gods, and then of devils, appear in the tales of the people as the 
flirting and teasing of imps. 

At the same time, it is necessary to guard against pursuing this 
theory too far, and trying to find a sun myth in every fairy tale; 
remembering the clever skit which clearly proved, by the laws of 
this theory, that the great Napoleon had never really existed, but 
that he and his marvellous exploits were all reduceable to a sun 
myth. 

One of the most interesting proofs of the -:ommon origin of the 
Aryan races may be found in the fact that str.:tngely similar versions 
of the same stories should have been found common to them all, 
and even those from which the hero element is wanting, and of a 
more meaningless type, probably of a less ancient date, are found, as 
popular tales, in many European countries. One of the only t:vo 
which I have found recorded as related in Essex in r8oo, has its 
parallels in Norway, Germany, two distinct districts in Ireland, and 
in Oxfordshire. (Tale of the Three Stupids.) 

The singing games played by the schoolboys and girls, the very 
nursery rhymes with which we amuse the little children, may record 
for us, folk-lorists tell us, traditions or customs of former generations. 
Some of these nursery rhymes we know to be comparatively modern, 
however, and of political or satirical origin, such as "Little Jack 
Horner," which embodies a hit at the Jack Horner of Henry VIII 's 
day, who pulled out a plum indeed from the Reformation pie, when 
he secured to himself the revenues of the rich Abbey of Glaston­
bury. I have a certain right to mention him here, as his lineal 
descendant and namesake is a frequent visitor at Stansted Hall. 
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J N writing my notes on the Parish Registers of this deanery I have 
been in some degree guided by. the wording of the "reference " 

given to the "Diocesan Committee on Registers" now sitting. That 
reference is "to inquire and report on the condition, preservation, 
transcription, and custody of Parish Registers in this diocese." The 
in cumbents of all the parishes have kind ly allowed me to inspect the 
registers and to report on them. 

The law and the practice of the registering of baptisms, burials, 
and marriages by the minister of the parish depends on the "Act of 
Supremacy" as it is called ( 26 Henry VIII, c. I). This Act gave 
to the king "full power to visit, reform, order, and amend such 
things as might be lawfully reformed." 

Under this Act Henry VIII issued a commission appointing 
Thomas Cromwell to be his V icar.General in July, I535· And 
Cromwell, as Vicar-General, issued a series of "Royal Injunctions" 
to the bishops and clergy, September z8th, I 538, of which one was : 

That e1·ery Parson, Vicar, or Curate ... shall for every Church keep one 
Book or Regi ster, wherein he oh all write the clay and year of e1·ery \\' cdding 
Christening and Burying made within the p:uish ... and also there insert e1·ery 
Person's name that shall be so weclcled, christened and buried ... which Book he 
sh,dl every Sunday take forth, and in the presence of the wardens, or one of them 
write and record in the s.une all the weddings christenings and buryings made the 
whole week afore, and for every time that the same shall be om itted, shall forfeit 
to the said church iii s, iiii d. 

This injunction fixed the practice of registration . The order was 
generally acceptable, and was obeyed throughout the land, though 
there was some natural suspicion that "registering" meant taxation 
or ''some charges," as indeed it sometimes has involved . Bishop 
Banner of London issued these injunctions as a mandate to hi s 
archdeacons, including the Archdeacon of Essex, under date of 
3oth September, 1541, and they may still be read in his register. 

The purchase of "the register" is often noted in the church­
wardens' accounts, as in St. Margaret's, \Veslluinster, 1538, "paid 
for a book to registrc in the names of buryals, &c., &c., z<~." A full 
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notice of the injunction is given in some few parish registers, as 111 

that of Newbottle, Northamptonshire, Oct. rst, 1538. 
The books provided were of paper for the most part, small, 

slight, and perishable; and many must have been badly kept, 
and soon damaged or lost in the troublous times that followed. 
Though registering was pressed on the clergy from time to time, 
as by Bonner and by Cardinal Pole, yet in many of the most 
important injunctions issued in cent. xvi no reference was made 
to registers. 

After the Reformation settlement, in 1597, the Convocation of 
Canterbury, in its attempts at Church reforms, dealt with registers in 
th e new body of canons. An Ordinance was issued, dated I 598, 
having been passed, approved by the Queen, and ratified under the 
Great Seal. This was incorporated as Canon 70 in the canons of 
I603, "agreed upon" in the "Synod begun at London A. D. r6o3," 
and "now published by His Majesty's [James I] authority under the 
Great Seal of England." This Canon 70 is long; the point is 111 

these words, which refer to the injunction of I 538 as "the law" : 

[n every Parish Church and Chapel within this rea lm sha ll be provic!ec] one 
parchment book at the charge of the parish, wherein shall be written the clay and 
year of every Christening, \Veclcling, and Burial which have been in that parish 
sin ce the time that the law was first made in that behalf, so far as ancient books 
thereof can be procured, but especially sin ce the beg inning of the reign of the late 
Queen. 

This Canon 70 is still the law, though modified by many later 
enactments. Parliament has always recogn ised that the registers are 
the property of the p;uish and are books ecclesiastical, but has 
always claimed and exercised the right to prescribe the mode of 
registering as a thing civil. 

'Ve may leave smaller alterations of the law unnoticed, but three 
great breaches of continuity require mention. 1'irst, the Common­
wealth, having disestablished the Ch urch, proceeded to abolish her 
system of registration. By an Act of the "Little" or "l3arebones" 
Parliament civil registration was enacted. In each parish a "Parish 
Register" was to be elected and to enter "Births, Marriages, and 
Burials," from September, I653· Many register books have notice 
of the election, as we shall see below. This law lapsed after the 
Restoration in r66o, and the older regist1ation was reinstated, but 
terrible gaps in our books are the result of the troubles that caused 
the change of the law. 



OLD PARISH REGISTER BOOKS OF CHELMSFORD DEANERY. I65 

Next, Lord Hardwicke's Marriage Act, I 7 53, prescribed a special 
form of the entry of banns and of marriages, resulting in the general 
use of printed books, and so in almost all cases breaking the con­
tinuity of the old books. Thus in the interesting Mashbury Book i, 
which covers the whole period from I539 to I8o6, marriages cease 
in I 7 53 and are continued in a Book ii. Cressing possesses a 
curiosity not often, I believe, found in this diocese- a plain paper book 
newly bought in 1754, and all written to q8z, in the form prescribed 
by the Act. The Boreham Book ii is, in my experience, unique. It 
is a "mixed register" from I72I to 1767, marriages having been 
entered in the old way (in defiance of Lord Hardwicke) by Vicar 
Thomas Butterfield till his death, December 23rd, q66. Then a 
new Book iv of proper form was procured, and the first entry of a 
marriage under the new system is that of Samuel Bennett, curate, 
married to Mary Butterfield by the new vicar, Henry Greene. 

Again Rose's Act, I 8 r z, put an end to the old "Register Books," 
and compelled the use of separate printed books of newly prescribed 
forms for baptisms, burials, and marriages, from the new year, I8I3. 
The resulting uniformity took away "all local colour," and indeed 
almost all that was most interesting, from registers. 

After many inquiries and unsuccessful attempts to obtain a more 
full, accurate, and satisfactory system of registration for purposes of 
slate, the Registration Act of I836 established a civil registration of 
births and deaths, and of marriages, including the keeping, by a 
registrar-general, of copies of all marriages entered in the parish 
registers, and others. 

The earliest date therefore of "Old Parish Registers," using the 
term technically of written registers, is I 538, and the latest is I 8 I 2 ; 

and there is a break in their continuity from I653 to r66o in law, 
though not always in reality. The new or printed parish registers 
from I8I3 to I837, and from I837, have a value of their own, but do 
not form part of my subject. 

Every "Old Parish" should have, if no older paper book, at least 
a parchment book dating from I598 (or at latest from r6o3), with 
entries at the latest from I 598, and if no such parchment book is 
existing, the first register book of that parish has been lost. 

There is no official means of checking the ex istence or loss of 
parish registers during the whole period from I538 to I8Iz. It 
would seem that from I 538 to I 598 there was no attempt at control, 
or even at insisting that registers were kept. The threat of a fine or 
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penalty was clearly idle, and was not repeated till much later. 
The Canon of 1598 and of 1603 made an attempt at control by 
requiring that a copy of each year's register should be delivered by 
the churchwardens to the bishop. These copies are known as 
"Bishops' Transcripts"; their story would need a paper to itself. 
In most dioceses comparatively few still exist, and those have 
usually been little cared for. The older antiquaries and topo­
graphers paid little attention to the registers. Newcourt's Reper­
torimn has made most scanty use of them ; and Mm·ant, who 
himself kept his registers of Broomfield and Chignal Smealey most 
beautifully, seldom alludes to registers in his .l:listorJ' of Essex. 
The Gmtlema~t's Magaziue often in the early numbers described 
a church and its antiquities without a notice of the registers; but 
Part ii, pp. roo8, 9, of q86 has a valuable notice of the register of 
Chignal St. J ames, giving details which are now all that remains of 
a lost book. 

The one valuable record is the Parliamentary Return of Parish 
Registers down to r8rz, made by order of the House of Commons 
under the Census Act of r83o, and published in 1831-3 as a Blue 
Book in three volumes. This gives the names of "all old Parish 
Churches and Chapels possessing Register Books down to r8rz," 
arranged in counties and hundreds. The returns were made by the 
clergy with more or less fulness and accuracy, were carefu lly 
arranged, and may be trusted on the whole. In many instances few 
or even no details are given, as "Broomfield : Ea., Bu., 11'Ia., 
1546-- rSrz"; but in the case of every other parish in this deanery 
the number of books is given with the dates of each. 

In this diocese a later Return of Registers, of the years 1887- 93, 
is to be found in the Book of Terriers of each archdeaconry, in the 
custody of the archdeacon. These returns are not complete, and are 
in many instances not as accurate as the earlier. 

The deanery of Chelmsford now contains sixteen "old parishes" 
(or according to the earlier phrases fifteen old parish churches 
and one chapel, Roxwell), out of the whole number of the 204 
old parishes in the archdeaconry of Essex. These are Baddow, 
Great; Baddow, Little; Boreham; Broomfield; Chelmsford ; 
Chignal St . James ; Chignal Smealey; Leighs, Great; Leighs, 
Little; Mashbury; Roxwell; Springfield; Waltham, Great; Wal­
tham, Little; Widford; Writtle. 

Fourteen of these were always in this deanery ; but Mashbury 
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was of old in the deanery of Dunmow and in the archdeaconry of 
Middlesex; and Widford (of old in the undivided deanery of 
Chelmsford) then belonged to the newly constituted deanery of 
Ingatestone, and has now returned to Chelmsford. Four "new 
parishes" have only later registers: Moulsham (r837), Highwood 
(I842), Ford E nd (r87r), and Galleywood (1874), to which may be 
added the Church of Holy Trinity, Springfield (I843). St. Peter's, 
Chelmsford, and the ancient Black Chapel in Great Waltham, have 
no registers. 

All our sixteen old parishes were in existence in I 538, and 
therefore all should have, as has been said, parchment register 
books at least as early as 1598, if not earlier paper books. 

Two parishes, Great Baddow and Chelmsford, are fortunate 
enough to possess original paper books procured and begun in the 
year I538, both very interesting, and of course most valuable. The 
form er has been sadly mutilated, but the Chelmsford book is almost 
perfect, one leaf, or two, only being lost. 

Seven parishes have first parchment books, bought and written 
in (or about) I 598, with entries reaching far further back. I believe 
that in no case does any paper book, from which these earlier entries 
were copied, remain in these parishes. But in South \;v'eald many of 
these earlier documen ts have been found, and are most carefully 
preserved. They go back to r 538, while the transcribed vellum book 
begins in I559· There is reason to think that scriveners or pro­
fessional writers visited many parishes after I 598, and this may have 
been so here as elsewhere ; but many or most of our early registers 
were written by the clergy. This was certainly the case at Boreham, 
where Vicar Gilbert Annande was the writer, and at Great Leighs 
and Mashbury, and outside our deanery at Terling. The following 
list may be interesting : 

Little Waltham I538 to 1598 in the first hand. 
Mash bury 1539 " I61 9 , , 
Broom field I546 " 1598 , , 
Great Leighs IS 56 , 1618 , 

" Roxwell I558 , r627 , , 
Little Baddow . . . 1559 , 1598(Feb.) , 
Bore ham 1559 , I6rr 

" 
, 

Seven parishes have lost their first register, and have what is 
really the second book. These are : 
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(I.) Chignal Smealey, where the oldest existing book is a good, 
strongly-bound parchment book, obtained by Rector Thomas Cox 
"from Mrs. Luckyn of Dives Hall," and begun on "Anno Christi 
r68o JanY r ' '." He "did transcribe" "what he found in a former 
Registry," which was ''so confused and neglected that it could no 
way answer y• design wh: is pious and comendable": " which all 
will judge imperfect by what they see in this." That older book 
was as early as r6oo, as the transcribed baptisms show, but no mar­
riages are earlier than r6so, or bmials than r667. It has wholly 
disappeared. 

(z.) Little Leighs, where tbe oldest existing book was bought in 
June, r695, at the cost of nine shillings. It contains entries from 
December, 1679, continuously, in the hand of vicar Robert Salmon, 
who thus in the new book wrote up his register for the sixteen years 
since his predecessor's death. There is no allusion to any older 
book or books. 

(3.) Springfield, where the earliest existing book is the civil 
register book procured by J acob Titherington, the "parish Register" 
elected under the Act of r653. It ca~ne into the hands of the 
rector, James Reeve, in April, r659, when men were looking eagerly 
for the Restoration, and it remained a church register. The older 
book is gone and has left no trace. 

(4.) Great Waltham, where all books earlier than 1703 have been 
lost. This loss was the subject of an earnest remonstrance from the 
President of Trinity College, Oxford, as patron, who accused the 
vicar of carelessness. It is possible they may still exist somewhere. 

(5 .) \V id ford, where the oldest existing register is a very con­
fu sed and imperfect book, which seems to have been begun about 
16 r 8, but contains some few baptisms from 1599. A note by rector 
George Guy, r 63 7, speaks of "some scattered leaves of y" ould 
register book "; scattered to the end of time, I fear. 

(6 .) Writtle, where the oldest book begins in the year r634, and 
wao, no doubt, written till 1640 by the well known vicar, John South, 
an excellent divine of much learning and moderation, sequestrated in 
the Civil War. 

All these six losses are of old date, at any rate they are previous 
to the Parliamentary retmn of 1831-3. 

(7.) Chignal St. James, where the oldest book that can now be 
-found dates from r 7 24. An older book dating from r 558, and com­
plete to 1723, existed in r83r-3, and till quite lately, and seems tu 
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have been lost at or about the time of the transfer of the living some 
few years ago. \Vhere were the churchwardens then? 

The numbers of the register books vary in great measure accord­
ing to the population of the parishes. Chelmsford has a splendid 
series of ten, besides three books of indexes and clerk's notes. 
Chignal Smealey has but two. The sizes of the books also show 
great variety. I do not know that any existing book could have 
been bought for the twopence expended by the parish of St. 
Margaret, Westminster, in 1538. The Mashbury book is but rz 
inches by 4, while the splendid Boreham book is fully 17 inches 
by 14; the larger books encouraged parish notes, and the smaller 
and narrower books led to brevity and conciseness of entry. 

The history of many of these books is traceable, and almost all 
contain en tries and notes of interest ; indeed, as no two registers 
are alike, each has its own peculiar feature of interest. The whole 
series of Chelmsford registers is of remarkable value. The paper 
first register has a most noteworthy title page : 

The Register of the Parefche Churche · 
of Chelmisforde in the Diocf: of London made the 

(sic) xiiii Daye of September in the ye' of 0' Lorde God 
a• 111° v' XXXV III ' And in the xxx"' yer of o·· Sovemyn 

Lorde Kyng Henry the Vllt1" King of Tnglancl 
Defender of the faith 

and of ffraunce Lorcle of hyreloncle and in yerthe 
Suppreme hedde of the Church ;f Inglonde 
Immediatly next undyr Crifte by S' Rycha rcl 
\'Voljion than curat under Sir VVillm Tayte 

Doctor and Pe1jon of the same And Thomas 
Mildmaye & \i'lill"' Reynold Churchwardens 

acording to the Inic~tions of o' seid Soverayn 
lorde gevyn the se id Da ye. 

The book is beautifully written in several hands to the year 1564, 
it contains the names of sponsors for many years, and is almost per­
fect. No second paper book from 1564 to 1598 is extant, but in 
its place is a parchment book, 1564- 1638, transcribed by "Michael 
Blakesley, parish clerk," in r6o9, and continued. May his name be 
held in honour ! 

The Boreham book was bought by the churchwardens of 
r 597 - 98, for "they ask allowance for a book of parchment for 
the regyster of the Church xn•, and for the wrytynge of the copye 
and Regystringe of all Christenynges, buryalls, and marriages 
xiii' . iiiid " ; and the vicar Gilbert Annande did the writinge. 
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The Little Leighs book has an entry : 

June the 7 [ r6 ]95 
Rejitived of Richar EJwardes 

the soll!n of 9 shi lings for the book 
by the apoyntme of the churchwardens 

of Les parva by me Thomas Hare. 

The Chignal Smealey book was presented, as I have · said, by 
Mrs. Luckyn of Dives Hall. In the Roxwell book is a note : 

This Booke was bought by William Lukin and R eignold Sumner Church­
wardens and written out by mee I. L. curate of the · parish of Roxwell An no 
Domini r622. 

The days of the Civil War and of the Commonwealth of course 
left their mark on our parishes and our registers as elsewhere. Some­
times the earlier register disappeared, as at Springfield. In some 
cases a great gap occurs, as at Mashbury, where not a single entry 
was made from r642 to r66r, Rector William Gregg [or Grey] 
having left his living and having been sequestrated. Great Baddow 
has a duplicate register from r64r neatly written by Vicar Chris­
topher ''' ragg, afterwards ejected. 

On the other hand, Little Baddow and Boreham have the full 
. text cf the "Protestation made in the Parliament, May 3rd, r64r." 
It was read at the former church on September 27th, and signed by 
70 parishioners ; and at the latter on August rst, and signed by 
about r ro persons. Little Waltham has an entry of the "election 
of ruling elders'' in r6sr. The Commonwealth Act of r653 has 
left its trace, for several parishes still have the new book begun by 
the civil "parish register" in that year, as Springfield, where it was 
the only book; and Widford, where, although a "Lay R egister" was 
duly elected and sworn in, his book is entirely in the hand of rector 
George Grey, who also kept Book i. At Roxwell is a 

Memorandum that th is Reg ister Booke of the Parish of Roxwell bath been out of 
my hanJs ever since the 25 of October 1653 .and was returned unto mee the 9'" of 
the Instant May r66o John Doidge being chosen Register & keeping this Booke in 
hi s hands all the said time. 

But the most interesting book of this kind is at Chelmsford. 

The R egister Book of Marriages, Births anJ Burialls of the 1\/ h of 
Chelmsford, &c. 

On the first leaf is a note of "the election" by " inhabitants," 
and of the appointment and swearing in of "Mr. Thomas Fford to 
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be Parish Register of Chelmsford," "according to the Act." This 
was on May sth, 1654. He began his work and wrote up his entries 
from October, r653. Notwithstanding his oath, "well and truely to · 
execute the said office and make entry," Mr. Thomas Fford did his 
work very bad ly; his register was most irregularly kept, and in r655 
and r6s6 large blank spaces remain, about six pages being almost 
blank. On July 3rd, r657, Mr. William Richardson was sworn "in 
the place and stead of Thomas Fford." In due time the book came 
to the hands of rector and wardens. 

The Broomfield book, like some others, is so written up that it 
takes a careful reader to find a trace of the Civil 'Var or Common­
wealth period. But in many parishes there are traces of the heated 
feelings and divisions of the seventeenth century. In Little Waltham 
in r67o-r "ye wife of John " ' eld ·was thrown into the ground," 
and in r68z "John Weld (dying excommunicated) was buried, or 
rather earth'd," he being a well-known Anabaptis t. In Chignal 
St. James a ch ild was baptized "who lived with John Downs whose 
father is an Anabaptist. " At Great Leighs, in r695, is this : "John 
Perry, singleman, of T erling and Mary Stokes singlewoman of 
Dunmow being Quakers At a meeting House in this parish June 
y" 6t11 joining hands and taking one another's words do hence 
cohabit togeth er as man and wife in Terling." 

The Acts for burial in woqllen only, passed in r666 and r678, 
or rather the later and more stringent Act of 1678, affected our 
registers. A few parishes, as Great Baddow, Broomfield, and 
Chelmsford, at odce began a new and special book for burials. In 
all parishes the Act was carefully obeyed, so carefully that entries of 
burials "in linen " or without certificate are extremely rare. The 
wife of John Harrison, the non conforming rector of Little Waltham, 
was so buried, and half the penalty of five pounds was given to the 
poor, and there is one other case. At Great Baddow, "Sir Henry 
Appleton Baronett buried r678 Feb. 13," "not according" to the 
Act "though he died not of the plague." "I certified John Stile­
man Churchwarden": r684 "Thomas Whitebread was buried in 
Linnen," " five pounds was levied" and "distributed by the Vicar and 
Church\rardens." In most parishes no such instance is to be found. 

Many notes of some interest might be quoted, including many 
matters of family or parish history, as of the families of Aleyn, 
Everard, Glascock, Luckyn, Mildmay, Olmius, Pascal!, Tirell, and 
others. 
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There are very few details of health or disease except a number 
of references to smallpox by that most careful vicar of Broomfield, 
Thomas Cox. The plague might have been non·existent in Essex. 

The condition of the register books in this deanery is very fair. 
Many books are, of course, imperfect; scarcely a single old book 
is free from gaps, and in some these gaps are large, the result of 
bad system, carelessness, and non-residence, as well as of the Civil 
War. Some are mutilated or damaged by old age and neglect. But 
in former days care and attention were often given, as to the books 
of Great Baddow, Broomfield, Chelmsford, Chignal Smealey, Great 
Leighs, and Widford, and others, which were from time to time 
repaired and bound. The names of Thomas Cox, Philip Morant, 
George Guy, Foote Gower, Oliver Pocklington, John Tindal, are 
worthy of honour. Not long since the books of Roxwell, Little 
Waltham, and Writtle were excellently bound. And very lately, 
since the appointment of the Bishop's Committee on Registers, the 
books of Chignal St. James, Mashbury, and Little Leighs, besides 
others outside this deanery, have been bound or satisfactorily 
repaired. There are still some books which need repair or binding. 
Indeed it may be laid down that in almost every case in which a 
first, or an early, register has not been repaired, or rebound, in this 
century, it must need repair. Rebinding, or covering, or repair can 
be done so easily, and at so moderate a cost, by trustworthy 
firms that no register in any parish should be left in bad or even 
doubtful condition. 

Lastly, it may be added, the thing to be hoped for is that every 
book should be in good condition, and kept free from danger of 
damp, and that, wherever possible, the older registers should not be 
exposed to the frequent rubbing caused by the taking out and putting 
back of the books in present use. Also that there should be a 
transcript of the registers of every parish down to r8rz (or to 1837) 
in some safe place, other than the parish chest, preserved under 
ecclesiastical or civil authority. 

Of this deanery, no register has been printed or published. 
Transcripts or good copies have been made, and are in private 
hands, of the registers (mostly down to r8rz) of eleven of our 
sixteen parishes, viz. : Boreham, Broomfield, Chelmsford, Cbignal 
St. J ames, Mash bury, Great Leighs, Little Leighs, Roxwell, Little 
Waltham, Widford, and Writtle. Some of these were made by Mr. 
R. H. Browne, who is an enthusiast in Essex archoeology, and is 
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still at work, and ready for fresh work . 
record may shortly be made complete 
books of the remaining five old parishes. 

It is to be hoped that the 
by the transcription of the 

TAilLE OF THE REGISTE!i BOOK S OF THE OLD PARIS IIES Ol' THE DE ANt: HY 

OF CHEUISFORD, ESSEX, l:-1 THE DIO CESE OF ST. ALBA:-.IS . 

Baclclow, Great 

Baddow, Li tt le 

Bore ham 

Broom field 

*Chelmsford 

1. Bap. 
Bm. 
Mar. 

11 1. Bap. 
Bm. 

v. Mar. 

1. Bap. 
Bur. 
Mar. 

1. Bap. 
Bur. 
Mar. 

v. Mar. 

1. Bap. 
Bm. 
M"r. 

1. Bap. 
B ur. 
iVIar. 

n1. Bap. 
Bm. 
i\!ar. 
Bap. 

x. Mar. 

"tChignal Sl. James [ i. Bap. 
Bur. 
Mar. 

Ch ignal Smealey 1. Rap. 
Dur. 
i\lar . 

T. eighs, Great 1. Bap. 

Leighs , Little 

Bur. 
i\rar. 

iv. Mar. 

i. Bap. 
Bur. 
Mar. 

158+-1710. 
15 38-1720. 
15+3-1752 . 
1710-!812. 
1676-1686. 
I75+-I8I2 . 

1))9-1789. 

I 7 53· 
1559-1721. 

1))9-17~1. 

1797-1812. 

1546- r812 . 
15+6- !678. 
15+6-175+· 
1538-1564. 

" 
1653-1682. 

1678. 
r68z . 

1733-1753· 
1558-1723.] 
1559 

r6oo-1812. 
1667-1812. 
1650-175+· 
1558-1642. 
1556-16+!. 
1560-16+3·· 
1754-1812. 
168o-180.f. 
1679-1 805 . 
1680-1749· 

11. 1641-1687. 
!641- 1686. 1710-1769. 
164r-r686. 

iv. 1770- 1812. 

11. I72I-I7CJO. 

ii. 1678-1812 . 
Ill, 1754-1783. 

11. 156+-1638. 

viii. 1678-1812 . 

XI. 1756- 1812. 
X11 . 1754-1797. 

ii. 172+-1812. 
1726- " 
1725-175+· 

11. 1754-181~ . 

11. 16+2-1703. 
1642-1 704. 
!6+5-1702. 

11. 18o5-r8 r2. 
18o5-18r2. 

iii . 175+-1812. 

I ll. 1791- 18 12 . 

IV . I 779- 1812. 

vi . 1649- 1653. 

" , 
ix. 1682- 1755. 

1682-1733, 

X 111 . 1797-181~ . 

11 1. 175)-1812. 

111. 1704- 1812. 

" 
1812 . 
1754· 

Ill. 1755- 1812. 

• The Chelmsford books have received various numberings; the so-c:11led books iii and iv are 
indexes of books i and ii ; the so-called book v is the Parish Clerk's priv:-t te memorandum hook, 
t6og-1625. 

t This firi'it book was lost a very few years s ince. 



174 THE ESSEX REVIEW. 

Roxwell i. Bap. 1558- 1666. 11. 1649- 1812. 
Bur. 1560-1647. 1649-1812. 
Mar. 1559-166s . 1649- 1753- iii. 1754-1812. 

Sprin gfield I. Bap. 1653- 1725. 11. 17:5-1812. 
Bur. 1653- 1725. 1725-1812. 
Mar. 1651 - 1725. 1725-1754· iii. 1754-1796. 

iv. Mar. 1796- 1812. 

vValtham, Great i. Bap. 1703-1782. ii. 1783-1812 . 
Bur. 1703-1782. 1783- 1812. 
Mar, 1704-1755. iii. 1755- 1797· IV . 1797-1812 . 

Waltham, Little I. Bap. 1538-r629. ii. 1633-1752. 111. 1752-1813. 
Bur. 1539-1628. 1629-1751. 1752-1813 . 
Mar. 1539-1628. 1629-1751. 1752-1 75+· 

iv. Mar. 1754-1812. 

*\V id ford I. Bap. 1599-1733. ii. 1654-1733. Il l. !700- !707. 
Bur. 1618-1732. r654- r7oo. 1701-1713. 
l\Iar. r6r9-1732. 165-f-!700. 1699-1711. 

iv. Bap. 173+-1812. 
Bur. 1733-1812 . 
Mar. 1733-1754· V. 1757-1812. 

Vlrillle I. Bap. 1634- 1707. 11, 1707-1787. Ill. 1788-18!2 . 
Bur. 163+-1683 . 1707-1787 . 1788--rS rz. 
Mar. 163+-1706. !707-1754· 

IV. Mar. I7S+-I774· V. 1774-1803. VI. 1803-1812. 

THE LATE DR. REYNOLDS. 

BY ]. EWING RITCHIE. 

BY the death of Dr. Robert Reynolds, late President of Cheshunt 
College, Herts, in his seventy-second year, the pleasant town 

of Halstead, famous for its industrial school for girls, originally estab­
lished and for some time carried on by Miss Greenwood, a Quaker 
lady resident in the district, has been brought a good deal before 
the public. It is to the credit of the Congregational body in that 
town that it was with them that Dr. Reynolds commenced his dis­
tinguished career. It was from Halstead he went to Leeds, and 
thence to Cheshun t College. To Halstead the Rev. Henry Robert 
Reynolds came fresh from Coward College, where, as a student, he 
had distinguished himself as a prize winner at University College, 
where the Coward students were trained in classics and arts and 
science, and it was there that he took the London University degree. 

* Book iii was a duplic:nc. I did not find it. 
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His subsequent degree of D.D. was conferred on him as a deserved 
mark of honour by one of our northern Universities. I can speak 
of him as a student, for we at one time belonged to the same 
college, and were in habits of dai ly intercourse. His was a noble 
presence ; as Sydney Smith said of Horner, all the commandmen ts 
were written in his face. A lady once said to me, "I love Dr. 
Reynolds; he is such a good man." Did she know anything of 
him? I asked. Noth ing whatever, it transpired ; but she had seen 
him on a public platform, and that was enough for her, and truly so, 
for he had an aristocratic bearing, talen ts of a superior order, and 
an en thusiasm of the highest kind for the full development of the 
Christ ian ideal life. It was impossible to conceive of him as 
capable of doing anything ignoble or sordid or mean. 

His father was the Rev. John Reynolds, of Romsey, Rants, who, 
having been an officer in the army, became religious, devoted 
himself to the Christian ministry among the Congregational Dis­
senters, and married a sister of Dr. F letcher, then one of the leaders 
of the Congregational body in London. H is father was Dr. Henry 
Revell Reynolds, the celebrated London physician, who was called 
to attend poor old George III when he had become old and insane. 
H is brother had a high position in connection with the Court of 
Bankruptcy, and used to drive in his carriage and pair to visit his 
brother at Romsey. Then Lord Palmerston lived at Broadlands, 
just out of the town, and was used to call in, on the occasion of a 
fit of the gout, Dr. Beddome, a popular local practitioner, and, as 
be was a deacon of the Congregational Church at Romsey, he 
::md his pastor were on very friendly terms with Lord Palmerston, 
and they both visited him at his seat. Thus the Reynolds 
family, if not of the aristocracy, had a good deal to do with it 
one way or the other _; and if the father was not the rose, at any rate 
he lived very near it. The fath er had two sons- Robert, the elder, 
and his brother, the celebrated physician, Sir Russell Reynolds, who 
not long since passed away-fine, tall, and well-bred fe llows as I 
knew them ; and of the sisters, of whom some survive, a good deal 
also may be said in their praise; in fact, the whole family had a 
decidedly distinguished air. And as Dissenters do not over­
pay their pastors, i can fancy that the family had to be somewhat 
careful as regards ways and means. Dr. Reynolds married a lady 
with money, and Sir Russell was a littl e helped by similar means. 
One of the daughters married one of the Baines's, of Leeds, and 
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I believe they all settled well in life. At one time they were a 
good deal connected with Halstead, for when Reynolds went to 
Leeds to preach to a large r church and to lead a busier li fe, his 
father succeeded him at Halstead, and died there. 

A word about Congregationalism at Halstead may be not out 
of place here. The church was founded originally by William 
Sparrow- an able and godly man-vicar of the town, who was 
expelled by the Act of Uniformity. There were several Baptists in 
the old church, who in due time left them and had a place of meet­
ing to themselves. In I 7 I 3 the Congregationalists- or, rather, 
Independents, as they were termed then, and I own I like the old 
name best-were described as numbering five hundred persons, of 
whom thirty had votes and thirteen were gentlemen. Of one of the 
Halstead Congregational ministers we have a trace. As a writer on 
local history- very dry, but, of course, very valuable to those 
interested in such matters- his works remain in the Colchester 
Museum to this day. He was a Congregational minister of the 
name of William Holman, and left Stepney for Halstead in I 70')., 
where he appears to have laboured thirty years. As an antiquary 
he was greatly distinguished. His industry in writing down every 
scrap of local information and in visiting every parish church and 
manor house in the county was truly remarkable. He is reported 
to have spent twenty years in collecting materials for a history of 
the county of Essex. He had intended writing something about 
Halstead, but his sudden death in I 7 30 in the porch of Coln e 
Engaine Church put an end to his career. The church in which he 
preached has been superseded by a new and handsome structure 
erected after Dr. Reynolds ceased to preach there, and the present 
manse, I believe, occupies the site of the old one, in which Dr. 
Reynolds and his father after him lived. 

Such a family must have made a sensation in the town. It is 
true that Sir Russell Reynolds was but an occasional visitor, as at 
that time he had entered U niversity College as a medical student, 
and never lived at Halstead, as he had done at Romsey, under his 
father's roof. Both the sons had work to do elsewhere. He and 
his brother, however, combined to write a three-volume novel, deal­
ing, I believe, with religious problems, under the title of Yes and 
No; or, Glimpses of the Great Conflict. I t must have been at 
H alstead that Dr. Robert Reynolds wrote his share in the work. 
As the pastor of the lead ing Congregational church in Leeds the 
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Doctor had little time to spare for literature not intimately con­
nected with his professional career. 

But it was as Principal of Cheshunt College, where some hun­
dreds of students passed under his charge, that he made his mark. 
His coming to Cheshunt was an era in the history of the college. 
There was a magnetism about him that the students found it 
impossible to resist. He was born to be a leader of young men. 
Old students who were there on his arrival have testified to the 
writer of the marvellous impulse he gave to the mental and religious 
life of the place, and many were the great men-such as Earl Russell 
and Dean Stanley-who were proud to take part in the proceedings 
of a Cheshunt anniversary. The rail and the road brought many a 
visitor on such a day, and Dr. Reynolds, supported by Dr. Allon, 
who always took a leading part on such occasions, was then to be 
seen at his best as be extended a hearty hospitality to 
his guests from far and near. His private residence was 
in the college grounds, through which the New River 
wended its pleasant way amidst flowers and trees and velvet 
lawns. A student must have derived inspiration from the genius 
lo,-t, and must have been sad as the time of his departure drew 
near. It was not often that Dr. Reynolds left the college in search 
of the distraction of London life. His work was to make his 
men faithful preachers of the faith they bad received. He wrote 
some theological treatises which made an abundant impression, 
and placed him in the front rank of modern theological writers. 
Especially to be noted is his commentary on the Gospel of St. John. 
As editor of Tlze Britislz Quarterly Review from r866 to r874, in 
connection with Dr. Allon, he also did useful work ; but it was as 
the head of Cheshunt College that he was best known, and when 
he resigned his position shortly before his death, universal was the 

· regret for the loss Chesbunt had sustained. He had given it a 
reputation it bad never enjoyed before, and had supplied the 
churches with pastors and missionaries whose influence is still felt 
in all quarters of the land. 

I fancy Dr. Reynolds never had an enemy, and never lost a 
fri end. To know him was to love him. I need say no more. \Vith 
the poet, I feel 

J\ light h:-t s gone from th e revolving years. 

M 
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PICTURESQUE ESSEX. 
I. -DANBURY. 

BY JUL!A CARTWRIGHT. 

THE county of Essex has neve r been ranked among the pictur-
esque parts of England. On the contrary, with the single 

exception of Eppi ng Forest, that favourite resort of Londoners, our 
county long enjoyed a decidedly bad reputation in this respect. It 
was supposed to be uniformly flat and dull, and altogether devoid of 
any striking natural features. 

This popular delusion is no doubt one reason why, in spite of 
the immediate neighbourhood of the metropoli s, some of the most 
attractive parts of Essex long remained practic·ally unkn ow n. Chief 
among these is the beautiful district round Danbury. Here, half­
way between Chelmsford and Maldon, within sight of the North Sea, 
we have a range of hills, reaching an elevation of 366 feet, and 
remarkable for the rich and varied scenery of the surrounding 
country. Until quite lately this region was one of the loneliest and 
most secluded parts of England, and, owing in a great measure to this 
circumstance, it has retained its rural charm unspoilt to the present 
day. But it . was impossible that so lovely a spot, and one so easy of 
access from town by road or rai l, should remain un xpl ored in this 
age of frequent travel. Within the bst few years Danbury has been 
discovered not only by the cycl ist and the tripper, but by the doctor 
and the philanthropist. Excu rsionists and holiday-makers pour out 
from Chelmsford, Maldon, and Southend, ~o spend their days on these 
wide commons. Children and invalids front the slums of the East 
End are brought here to enjoy the pure air and sunshine, the free­
dom and health-giving breezes of Danbury. 

The artists, too, have found out Danbury, and are now to be seen 
all through the summer months at work on hillside and common, 
in the village street, and on the church green. Year by year we 
recognise some familiar subject from these once untrodden ways in 
our Bond Street and Pall Mall Exhibitions, on the walls of Bur­
lington House, or of the New Gallery. And we hear distinguished 
painters-men who can speak with authority on these matters­
declaring tha t, in point of beauty and variety, there is no scenery 
with in thirty miles of London which is to be compared with thi s 
part of Essex. 
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The situation of Danbury itself is singularly picturesque. From 
the summit of its lofty hill, the fine old church, which forms the 
centre of the vil-
lage, commands 
a noble prospect 
and is a land­
mark alike to the 
tra veil er on shore 
and to the sailor 
far out at sea. 
All around stretch 
the same open 
commons, with 
their tangl e d 
growth of bram­
bles and brush­
wood, their tall 
bra ck e n and 
purple heather, 
their . glory of 
colour and wide 
views over the 
far blue plains. 
On one side 
there is Danbury 
Common, 
Horn- Row 

or 
as 

it is called on 
the old maps, 
with its yellow 
sand - pits and 
broken ridges, 
its tumbled roofs 
an d twi s t e d 
chimneys, half-­
hidden among 

FIG. I. DAN IJ UR\' CH U R CH. 

the gorse and blackberry bushes. On the other there is Ling wood, the 
breezy heath that spreads over the hollow lying between Danbury and 
Little Baddow, the neighbouring village which takes its name- Bad­
water-from the perils of the ford over the river Chelmer. H ere, on 
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these heathery slopes, where the wild rose and honeysuckle hang 
in clusters from the briars and the ground is carpeted with sweet­
smelling thyme and starry yellow saxifrage, we have one of the 
loveliest views of Danbury. We see the tall spire of its ancient church 
rising above the red roofs of the old houses that creep up the hill-side, 
and we look across the heather and bracken at our feet, and the 
rich green meadows beyond, to the woods of Riffhams Chase-the 
manor owned by Earl Godwin in Saxon times--and the wide plains 
that stretch far away to Colchester and London. Further off, in Little 
Baddow itself, is the Rodney, where the grassy slopes and fine old 
hawthorn trees attract strangers from all parts, and, on the borders 
of Danbury, that other great common of Woodham lilt' alter, where 
for hundreds of years the Hereditary Grand Falconer trained hawks 
for the royal use, and where, in early June, lilies of the valley may 
still be seen growing wild. 

But from whichever side we approach Danbury, the beauty of 
the place strikes us afresh. If we come up the road from Maldon 
we enter the village at Eve's Corner, on the green where the wheel­
wright's shop stands, and the children play, and the geese paddle in 
the pond; and looking back, we see the broad estuary of the Black­
water, with the churches and hamlets along its high banks, and 
white sails glittering on the blue sea. If, on the other hand, we 
climb the hill from Chelmsford, we pass the fine park, which for fifty 
years was the home of the Bishops of the diocese, and catch glimpses 
of the grand old oaks and gnarled thorn-trees which spread their 
boughs over the grassy sward. Each turn of the road reveals some 
fresh charm, each step brings us face to face with some new picture. 
We linger on Elm Green, where the lanes meet and the ferns grow 
thick along their steep banks, and the graceful boughs of birch and 
ash frame in exquisite views of soft blue distance. We follow the 
village street as it goes straggling up the hill, and see the quaint old 
houses of white and yellow plaster, with their red-tiled roofs and tall 
chimney stacks set at different angles, all along the road, each with 
its overhanging roof-tree, and bright garden full of phloxes, or 
sunflowers, its rows of tall hollyhocks, and white or purple clematis 
growing up the trellised porch. 

Many are the ancient memories which belong to these old 
houses, and are still kept alive in the names of homestead and barn. 
The old red-brick, gabled, farmhouse near the park gates still bears 
the name of St. Clere's Hall, and recalls the proud lords of Norman 
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race who held the Manor of Danbury in the days of the Plantagenet 
kings, and whose massive keep and baronial halls once stood on this 
spot. Three life-size effigies of gallant St. Cleres may still be seen, 
carved in oak, under the arched recesses in the aisles of Danbury 
Church, the burial place of their noble hou~e . Each knight is clad 
in complete suit of mail, and has a lion at his feet and a sword 
at his side. But the action of each one is different. The first 
is drawing his sword, the second returns the blade to its scabbard, 
while the third and youngest knight lifts his clasped hands in 
prayer. In I 779, when the vault beneath was opened for the burial 

FI G. 2. DANB URY PA RK . 

of Mrs. Frances Fytche, a sister of the owner of Danbury Place, 
a leaden coffin was brought to light, and was fou.nd to contain the 
body of a youth embalmed in Spanish olives, with his white linen 
shirt richly trimmed with lace, and the flowers and sweet herbs, 
which had been buried with him, all perfectly preserved. 

Half a mile furth er up the street, near the church, is the Griffin 
Inn, which, with its white gables and dormer windows, shaded by 
a tall sycamore, has been so often painted by the artists who make 
Danbury their headquarters. The Griffin Is said to be nearly four 
hundred years old, and is mentioned as an ancient hostelry by Sir 
Waiter Scott in the Introduction to Waverley. H ere the great · 
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novelist tells us how, in r8o8, at the request of his publisher, Mr. 
John Murray, he wrote a concluding chapter for a romance called 
Q~teenhoo .Hall, which had been left unfinished by Mr. Joseph 
Strutt, and gives his readers the fragment as an example of his first 
attempt at romantic composition. The scene is laid in the reign of 
Henry IV, and the families of D'Arcy and St. Clere, and the ancient 
manor of Gay Bowers, a nai11e still borne by a house in Danbury, 
are all introduced. 

But Danbury has older memories than any of these. In Roman 
times it was a fortifi ed post, and Roman bricks may still be seen 
m the walls of the church and in the ruins of Bicknacre Priory. In 
the tenth century, Danbury, as the name implies, was a stronghold 
of the Danish conquerors, who ravaged East Anglia in the days 
when the sons of Alfred waged war against the invaders, and the 
great battle fought at Maldon was the theme of Anglo-Saxon poets. 
Among the country folk in these parts the dwarf elder still goes by 
the name of Danewort, and its scarlet berries are popularly supposed 
to spring from the blood of the slaughtered Danes. 

The church now occupies the centre of the Danish camp, and 
traces of the old earth-works may still be seen in the surrounding 
meadows. This situation, on the top of one of the highest hills in 
Essex, naturally exposed the fine old fourteenth-century building to 
the fury of the elements, and Danbury Church suffered so often from 
violent storms that medi::eval chroniclers were convinced the powers 
of bell were leagued against it, and we read in Holingshed's records 
of the black arts of the devil of Dim bury. "On Corpus Cbristi," we 
are told, "in the year T 402, the third of Henry IV, at evensong-time 
the devil entered this church in the likeness of a grey friar, and raged 
horribly, insolentissime debacclzans, playing his part like a devil indeed, 
to the great astonishment and fear of the parishioners; and at the 
same hour, with a tempest of whirlwind and thunder, the top of the 
steeple was broken down and half of the chancel scattered abroad." 
In 17 so the steeple was again struck by lightning, and the upper part 
was replaced by a wooden spire covered with nak and lead shingles, 
as described by Mr. Chancellor (E.R., ii, 2 7 ). To this day the old 
superstition lingers in the popular mind, and woe betide the man, 
they say, who dares to ring the fifth bell of the peal in Danbury 
church tower. But in s'pite of these things the spire of Danbury 
Church still points heavenward, and forms the subject of many a 
charming picture. A row of tall limes rises in front of the north ai sle 
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where the St. Cleres sleep, and majestic wych-elms stand around. 
On the left are the red-brick buttresses and ivy-grown walls of 
Frettons, another of the picturesque old houses which abound in this 

I ' 

FIG. 3. lJANBURY HILL. 

village. On the ri ght, encircled with high holly hedges and tall 
Scotch firs, are the deep-red brick walls and high-pitched roof of the 
delightful old rectory which was for so long the home of two rectors, 
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a father and son, who were lineal descendants of the great Fitzwalter 
family, and whose tenure of the living extended over a period of more 
than a hundred years. 

From the pleasant Church-fields we look across Danbury 
Common and the valley of the Crouch River to the Laindon hill s 
q.n d the Kentish coast, and see the silver streak of the Thames wind­
ing its way out to the North Sea. At the foot of the common, about 
two miles to the south of the church, a single pointed arch, standing 
out all alone in a ploughed field, marks the site of the ancient 
Priory of Bicknacre. This once wealthy and prosperous community 
of black canons was founded by Maurice Fitzgeoffrey in r 147, at the 
charges of Henry JI. The Priors of Bicknacre at one time owned 
more than a thousand acres of land in the neighbourhood, and held 
manorial rights in many parishes; but by extravagance and mis­
management they became reduced to the most abjec t poverty, and 
in the reign of Henry VII a single monk was found to be the sole 
inhabitant of the vast monastery. On the death of the last prior, 
Edmund Godfrey, in r soo, the house was annexed to the Spittal of 
the Blessed Virgin in Bisbopsgate, and after the dissolution, the 
Priory was abandoned and its spacious balls were allowed to fall into 
decay. But as lately as r8r8, a considerable p'ortion of the Priory 
Church, including some of the Norman pillars of the nave and 
the pointed arches of the chancel, were still standing, as well 
as the massive central tower, of which one solitary arch remains 
to-day. 

In the time of the early Plantagenet kings, Danbury seems to 
have been a populous and flourishing place, so much so, Newcourt 
tells us, "that, by reason of the plenty of the fruits, the fertility of 
the fields, the largeness of the parish, and the multitude of the 
parishioners, it was divided into two distinct benefices." One of 
these was given by Earl William de Mandeville, lord of the manor 
in Henry the Second's reign, to the Priory of St. Bartholomew, 
Smithfield; while the other remained in the gift of the lay-patron. 
But in 1440, "at the earnest desire" of Robert D'Arcy, then lord of 
the manor, the Bishop of London agreed to unite the two benefices 
on condition that 3s. should be paid yearly, at the Feast of St. 
Michael, to himself and his successors, and eighteenpence to 
the Archdeacons of Essex, by the Rector of Danbury, "for the 
time being, for P.ver. " The same Robert D'Arcy found ed three 
chantries dedicated to the Blessed Virgin and St. John the Baptist, 
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which were still standing in the last century- one in the street oppo­
site the [Griffin, close to the Church green , another to the north of 
the road higher up the street, and a third on Horn-Row Common. 
These chapels were commonly known as D'Arcy's chantries, and are 
described by a writer, in 1769, as having antique church-fashioned 
windo\vs, after the manner of abbeys and priories ; and the land on 
which they formerly stood is still ecclesiastical property, and pays no 
tithe at the present time. 

The D'Arcys lived at Graces or Grasses, a house founded by the 
Norman family of Le Gras, on the high ground overlooking the 
valley of the Chelmer, on the edge of Danbury and Little Baddow. 
Towards the close of the sixteenth century their estates passed into 
the hands of the Mildmays, who settled at Moulsham, near Chelms­
ford, in Henry the E ighth's time, and one of whom, Sir Thomas 
Mildmay, married Lady Frances Ratcliff, half-sister of Thomas, 
the great Earl of Sussex, and heiress of the long li ne of F itzwalters. 
His uncle, Sir Waiter Mildmay, was Chancellor of the Exchequer 
and Privy Councillor to Queen Elizabeth, and 1~1arr i ed the sister of 
her favourite secretary, Sir Francis vValsingham. H e it was who 
founded Emmanuel College at Cambridge, and built Danhury 
P lace before his death in 1589. Early in the next century his great­
nephew, Sir Henry Mildmay, a gallant soldier who, as we read on 

. his tomb in Little Baddow Church, "gained much glory in the Irish 
wars, " settled at Graces, the old home of the D 'Arcys, rebuilt the 
house and planted the stately avenues of oak and elm which still 
go by the name of Graces' Walk. But this fine old place has, alas! 
shared the fate of the other homes of the Fitzwalters and Mildmays 
in this part of Essex. Like the ancestral castle of the Fitzwalters in 
the neighbouring parish of Woodham Waiter, like Moulsham, once 
famous as " the greatest squ ire's mansion in the county, with its 
faire gardens and orchard s, with great store of good and some rare 
kinds of fruits and herbs, its dove-house, faire game of deer 
unparked, great warren and goodly fi shing course," Graces was in 
turn abandoned by its owners. Fanny Fowler, the heiress of the 
elder branch of the Mildmay family and representative of the ancient 
F itzwalter barons, was born at Graces in r 7 46, and at the age of 
eighteen marri ed Sir Brook Bridges, of Goodnestone, in Ke nt. 
F rom that time Graces ceased to be her chief home, and was allowed 
to fall into ruin. At the present time on ly a fra gment of the 
beautiful old house is standing, in the sunny meadows closed in by 
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the woods. The flight of marble steps which lcu down to the Great 
Garden are gone, the fine old ch imney stacks which rose some ten 
feet above the high pitched roof have fallen in one by one, and a 
handsome oak staircase with carved pilasters and some good oak 
panelling are the only remains of interest within the house. But 
clematis and roses still creep up the crimson bricks of the old wal ls, 
and the ivy hangs in thick clusters over the massive gables and 
blackened timbers of the spacious barns. And when the golden 
broori1 is flowering on the hillside, and the cowslips and bluebells 
spring up by thousands in Graces' Walk, there is no more lovely 
spot in all the countryside than this old home of the Mildmays. 
St. Clere's Hall, that still niore ancient abode of a vanished race, 
passed with the heiress of Graces into the bands of the same 
Kentish family, and Danbury Place became in turn the property of 
the Fytches and Hil~rys, both of whom were direct descendants of 
Sir Waiter Mildmay. In the present century it became an ep iscopal 
residence, and has never been inhabited since the death of the late 
Bishop of St. A! bans. · 

Many more are the interesting tales which we could tell, if space 
and time would allow, of the great families who were assoc iated 
with Danbury in past times. The annals of the Fitzwalters alone 
would fill a volume. But we must give a few of the entries from the 
old account-books of the charity lands belonging to the parish, which 
date back to the beginning of the seventeenth century. It is curious 
to see how public events are reflected in the parochial records of this 
remote village. For instance, in r63z, at the time of Archb ishop 
Laud's revival, we find that £7 is paid for a new Communion Table 
and Rails, and £z for a Communion Cloth. In r638, the sum of 
3s .. rId. is allowed " for bread and wir.e at the Blessed Sacrament 
since Easter." In r 640, £5 is paid to the shingler, "at divers times 
for shingling the pinnacle and setting up the cross." Four years 
later, ss. is paid for taking down the same cross, and 3s. for taking 
up the altar. In r648, Francke, the sexton, gets 6d. for removing 
the King's. arms out of the church; and in r66r, he is paid rs. for 
"painting over the Commonwealth arms." The Rector of Danbury, 
Clement Vincent, was among the loyal clergy whose livings were 
sequestered in I 642 ; but he lived to see the Restoration, and was 
buried under a brass plate in the :::hancel. There are many entries 
of shillings paid to huntsmen for heads of foxes and badgers, side 
by side with "monies " given to poor Irish people, or to a poor 
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minister from Germany, as well as to "soldiers at sundry 
times going towards, or coming from, the King's army." And · 
one day in November, 1688, the ringers are paid ss. for chiming 
the bells on Thanksgiving Day for the Prince of Orange's safe 
landing in Torbay. 

Once again, within the last hundred years, Danbury has heard the 
tramp of armed men, and witnessed the stir of warlike preparations. 
At the close of the last century, when the allied fleets of France, 
Spain, and America threatened our coasts, a military camp was 
formed at Danbury, and when, in 1803, England lived in hourly 
dread of a French invasion, Sir Waiter Hilary, of Danbury Place, 
raised an Essex legion, and a beacon was erected on the top of the 
hill to give the country timely warning of the enemy's approach. 
But Napoleon never came, and these martial echoes soon died away. 
The old church was left sleeping on the quiet hillside, where the sun­
light falls so peacefully on the new-mown hayfields, and the wy ch­
elms wave their boughs over the grassy mounds where the standard 
of the Black Raven flew of old. So one age succeeds another, and 
the life of the present draws its strength from the great deeds of 
a bygone day, and wins a picture3que charm from the memories of 
the mighty past. 

JEREMY BENTHAM. 

BY W. W. GLENNY. 

ESSEX has been the birthplace of many notable men, whilst 
others have come as migrants for one or more seasons, as 

circumstances or inclination permitted. Migrants frequently change 
their note as the season progresses, but J eremy Bentham always 
sang in the same strain of Essex His praise of the county was 
unstinted, which is so refreshing at this moment, when many are 
depressed and freeholds in unfavoured localities are offered at less 
than £s per acre. 

Bentham's father was the owner of a house in Heath Street, 
Barking, which be sold subsequently to Mr. Tyse r, a bricklayer of 
this town. It is not clear that J ere my, when a lad, resided with his 
grandmother at this identical house, but his own narrative relates 
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that in one of his perambulations he met the servants of Sir Crisp 
Gascoyne''', and that he went a walk and had some refreshment with 
them. Now Heath Street would be close to the rear of the worthy 
knight's mansion , named Bifrol).s, and not even a short half-mile 
away, as the story tells. This street also was in the older part of 
the town, near the wharf, where fishing-smacks were careened for 
the purpose of cleansing, calking, and repairing-a place redolent 
with tar and the odour of ships' stores; abounding with nets, new 
and old, with rope-walks for spinning hawsers and twine; where 
might be purchased waterproof coats, leggings, sou'-westers, and 
big-boots ; also to be noticed a number of fishermen and fisher­
boys in quaint costumes on the occasions when the trawlers arrived 
from the North Sea with their cargoes of soles, haddocks, cod, or 
plaice. Most of the fish came from the Doggerbank, but the cod 
was caught off the coast of I celand. And these sturdy mariners 
found their way there and back, without the aid of compass and 
sextant. They knew the position of the stars, the currents of the 
sea, the character of the bottom below the water, and the configura­
tion of the coast-line, when visible. This sufficed for our ancestors­
hardy, primitive folk, who went away from Barking Creek to the 
North for eight or ten weeks' cruises. 

To these peculiarities of a fishing town J ere my Bentham makes 
no allusion, except that he narrowly escaped a ducking at Creek's 
Mouth, where a vessel was moored, probably a fi shing smack await­
ing runaway apprentices. 

This seems to say that he did not reside m Heath Street, which 
was strictly town in character. His theme is the country ; the charm 
of the fields and the flowers. On these he is never weary of dilating . 

Londoners needed fresh air, and sought tranquil and secluded 
resorts away from the busy crowd. The town was noisy, the country 
was quiet, and Mr. Bentham was glad to have a place of retirement 
within eight miles of his business office. He had no large practice 
in the law, but made a considerable fortune by the purchase and 
sale of land. So the son was much in Essex, and he writes in a 
cheerful strain of these visits, which made an indelible impression 
on hi s youthful memory. 

* Sir Crisp Gascoyne was a brewer in H ound sd itch, and one time Lord 1\Jayor of London. 
H e resided at Barking in 1733, and four of his chi ldren were bapti zed th ere. H e was buried at 
Barking Church in I762 , in the north a i s ! ~ of wh ich i ~ a large monuutent to his memory. H e was 
succe<:ded by his son, _B ambc•· Gas~oyne, who again w;1s fo llowed by another Bam ber CasCO)~ Il ~, 
sometime l\ I .P. for L tverpool. B1frons was culled down , and the estate and park sold. H1~ 
daug hter and he iress married th e second l\1arquess of Sal isbury, who took the name of Gascoy nt. 
before that of Cecil, and became possessed of the Bamber property. 
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At the t ime of Bentham 's birth, in 1748, h is fa ther's mother was an inmate of 
the family , li ving, however, principa lly at Barkin g, where they occupi ed a house, 
which was her join ture, a nd in which th e whole fa mi ly ordin ari ly passed , as a 
week ly holiday , a port ion of Sa turday and Monday, and the .whole of S un day. 
Benth~m '.s father sa id to him. when he was ve ry yo ung, tha t by the blessing of 
hea ven on hi s exert ions in making a combina tion between hi s wife and hi s moth er 
he was enabled to keep a coun try house and a carriage. 

The pate rn a l g randmother was proud and scornful, the matern a l one humble 
and gent le .... When the leaves fell , G randmother Ben tham migra ted from 
Barking to L ondon i and " 'hen the leaves a ppeared aga in, she a ppeared in the 
country with them. 

Bentham's recollection of the scenes of his boyhood was most 
accnrate, and never did he appear more delighted than when speak­
ing of the two spots, Browning Hill and Barking, the country abodes 
in which his grandmother dwelt. He used to say : "Browning H ill 
was my heaven, \Vestminister School my hell ; Aldgate was earth, and 
Barking was a paradise to me." 

He says : 

It was a t my father 's coun t ry-house at Barking; the place and persons present 
are even now vi vid ly impresoed on my memory. My grandfa ther was then the 
constan t occupan t of the house, and my father a nd mother, wi th occas iona l 
company, came clown every Saturday, a nd returned to tow n the following 
Monday. 

I could even now, if it were worth while, num ber u p, to a certa in ty, a ll the visitors 
of an age approaching to my own, whom, down to the age of fo urteen , [ was ever 
allowed to rece ive at my father 's house. There was Thomas Skinner, one of three 
or four sons of a clergyman who was a member of my father' s cle ri cal cl ub ; he 
was of Merchan t T a ilors' School, and was two or three years older than l , and 
tw ice or thrice he ca me to Barking. 

A small house in the neighbour hood, built in antique style, was occupied by 
Mrs. Uutchinson, wh ose son, a lit t le older than I, used to accompa ny the fa mily 
to Barki ng Chu rch and perch himself in a pew nea r to ours ; hi s na me was 
J ulius, :tnd he ed ited, not many years ago, Mrs. Hutchinson's interest ing 
biography. There was a Mrs. Geddes, the widow of a div ine of t ha t na me, who 
had been removed yea rs before to another a nd, let us hope, a bet ter world . I 
believe he had been the author of a pondero us vo lume of d ivini ty, which 1 
never read . 

I recollect one vi sitor whose presence was s in g ula rly agreeable ; it was a 
Mr. J ohn Bonnet!, of a French refugee f:unily, a working jeweller by tra de, and 
of my fa ther's age . 'Ne had Mr. Bonn ett 's company for a clay or two, a nd took 
a n excursion as far as the Thames, Buking be ing a t the head of a creek whi ch 
run s up a couple of mi les. At the outset of our walk, :tnd rrs ev idence of wha t [ 
had learn ed in French, my fath er proposed thrrt , dur ing th e wh ole excursion, a 
halfpenny should be paid as a lin e for every word of l·•:ng lish spoken. Th e joke 
was, tha t Mr. Bonnett , though a F renchman born , or a t any rate educated by a 
F renchman born, made the most numerous mi stakes ; at a ll events, my pockets 
were repleni shed with halfpence. 
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Bentham took no walk into the country as a boy of which he 
did not retai n a recollection as a man. In reading to him some of 
the memoranda of hi s father's diary, he a t once recalled the most 
minute circumstances. One day, his biographer says, I remarked 
to hiri1 a note-" Went with J erry to the Creek." He said: 

I do remember it. f t was a voyage par terre, et par mer. T passed through great 
peri ls. It was a memorable day indeed, whose hi sto ry I related to the boys at 
VVeslmin ste r when [ got back . f n crossing the swamps of a meado w, we were 
attacked by a bull ; we had in curred the indignation of his bu ll shi p, and my 
father took me in hi s a rm s and threw me over a gate. The bull vented his 
indig nati on aga in st the Rate, but it passed harmlessly by me. S uch was the land 
ad,·enture. The water ad1·enture was this : our boat passed under the rope by 
which a vesse l was moored, and [ should have been thrown overboard and 
drowned if I had not dipped my head. Two awful peri ls in one day! 

During my visits to Barking, I used to be my grandmother"s bed-fellow, The 
dinner-hour being as early as two o"clock, she had a regular ~upper, which was 
served up in her own sleeping-room, and immediately after fini shing it she went 
to bed. Of her supper [ was not permitted to partake, nor was the privation a 
matter of much regret. I had what I preferred-a port ion of gooseberry-pie; 
hers was a scrag of mutton, boiled with parsley and butter. l do not remember 
any variety. 

My amusements consisted in bu ilding houses with old cards and somet imes 
playing at" Beat the kna1·e out of doors" with my grandmother. My time of 
go ing to bed was perhaps an hour before hers; but, by way of preparation, I 
never fa iled to receive her blessing. Previous to the ceremony, T underwent a 
calechetical course of examinat ion, of which one of the quest ions was : \Vho were 
the ch ildren t ha t were saved in the fi ery furn ace? Answer : Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego . But as the exam ination proceeded no fa rther, the wo rd Abednego 
got associated in my mind with very agreeable ideas, and it ran through my ears 
like Shadrach, Meshach, and T o-bed-we-go, in a sort of pleasant confusion, which 
is not yet removed. 

i\ly grandmother·s mother was a matron, l wa s to ld, of high respectabil ity and 
correspond ing piety : well -informed and st rong-minded. She was distinguished, 
however; for while other matrons of her age and quality had seen many a g host, 
she had seen but oue. She was in th is particular on a level with a learned lecturer, 
"fterwards judge-the commentator Biackstone. But she was heretical, and her 
belief bordered on Un itariani sm. And, by the way, th is subject of ghosts has 
been amongst the torments of my life. it was a pe rmanent source of amusement 
to ply me with horr ible phantoms in all imaginable shapes. Under the Pagan 
di spensati on, every object a man could set his eyes on had been the seal of some 
plea sa nt adventu re. At Barking, in the almost so li tude of which so la rge a 
portion of my life was spent, every spot that cou ld be made by any means to 
answer the purpose was the abode of some spectre or grou p of spectres. The 
establishment co ntained two houses of office; one abo ut ten yards from the 
kitchen, for the use of" the lower orders," another at the farther end for the use 
of" the higher, ' · who thus had three or fo ur Limes the space to travel, on these 
indi spensable occas ions, more th<t n that which sufficed for the serv ile grade. But 
the;e shri nes of necessary pilgrimage were, by the cruel gen ius of my tormentors , 
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richiy stocked with pha n toms. One had for its autocrat no less a personage than 
Tom D ark ; the other the dwelling-place of Rawhead and Bloody Bones. 

I suffered dreadfully in consequence of my fears. I kept away from the spo ts 
I have mentioned, a nd when suffering wa s intolerable I fled to the fi elds. So 
d exterous was the invent ion of t hose who worked upon my apprehensions, t hat 
they managed to transform a rea l in to a fi ct itious being. II is na me was Palelhorp, 
and Palethorp , in my I'Oe<tbulary, wa s synonymou s with hobgoblin . The orig in 
of these horro rs was this : i\[y bther's house was a short half-mile di stan ce from 
the principa l part of the tow n, where was situated the ma nsion of S ir Cri sp 
Gascoyne. On e morning the coachma n and the footman took a conjunct wa lk to 
a publi c-house kept by a man of the name (Palethorp) . They took me with them; 
it was before T was breeched. They called for a pot of beer, took each of the m a 
sip, and ha nded th e pot to me. On the ir requ isition I took another, and when 
about to depart, the am ount was ca ll ed fo r. T he two servants prt id thei r quotet, 
and I was cal led on for mine. 1Ve111o daL quod 110" haliet. T hi s maxim, to my 
no small vex:ttion, [ was com pelled to exemplify. Mr. Pa lethorp , the land lord, 
had a vi sage harsh and ill-favo ured, and he insisted on my di scharg ing my debt. 
At thi s 1·ery ea rly age, without having put in for my, share of the gifts of fortune, 
l found myse lf in the slate of an in so lvent debtor. The demand harassed me so 
mercilessly that I co uld hold out no longer. The door being open, [ look to my 
heels, and, as the wa y was loo plain to be missed, I ran home as bst as they 
could carry me. The scene of t he terrcrs, Mr. Palethorp 's name and visitation in 
pursu it of me, wa s the count ry-house at Barking; but neither was the town-house 
free from the m, for in th ose te rrors the servants possessed an inst rument by whi ch 
it was in their power at any time to get rid of my presence. Level wit h the 
kitrhen-le,·e\ wi th the landing-place in whi ch the sta ircase too k its commence­
men t-were the usua l o ffi ces. \Vh en my company beGtme Lroublesome, a sure 
a nd cont inually- repeated means of exonerating th emse il·es from it wa s for the 
footman lo repair to the adjo ining subterraneous ap:trtmen ls, invest his shoulders 
with some s trange covc1 in g , e1nd, ronce:tling his countenance , sta lk in with a 
hollow, mena cing, and inarticulate tone . Lest that should be in sulf'i cient, the 
servants had st uck by the l1replace the portra iture of a hobgoblin , to whic h they 
had g i,·en t he nam e of l0 alethorp. F or some years l w:1 s in t he co nd ition of poo r 
D r. P rieetly, on whose bodi ly frame another name, too awful to be menti oned, 
used to produce a sensat ion more than mo rtal. 

Of some of his early tastes Bentham, only a short time before he 
died, gave the fo llowing descripti on : 

I wa s passionately fond of ll owers from my youth, and the passion ha s neve r 
left me. My Aunt G ro1·e was fond of fl owers, and had a few ge ranium s, '"hich 
she ca lled gtJ-rJtums . So long as I retained my smell , a wallflower was a mcmeuio 
of Bark ing, and brought yout h to my mind; for t he wa llllowers covered the wall>:, 
with their roots between the bri cks. 1f 1 were a dra ug htsman, J could g ive the 
s ite of e\·ery tree; a nc\ wiLhout bei ng a draughtsman, f can describe e very 
particuhr about the house. 

At Colchester he met Mr. Lind. Bentham says 

l-J is father wa s by parentage, if not by birth, a Scotchman; he had a living at 
Colchester; he was a spendthrift . Hi s son was commoner of Balliol College. 
VVhcn he had taken h is 13 .i\., l'e took orders; soon a fter he went out with 
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Mr. Murray, who was ambassador to Constantinople. l n 1773, Line\ returned to 
E ngland, with the title of Privy Counci llor to his Poli sh Majesty. After some 
va luable se rvices to the K in g of Poland, he revisited Colchester, and found two 
maiden sisters, i\Iary and Lxtitia, both a littl e you nger than himself, keeping a 
boarding-school at Colchester for yo ung ladies. it was not without some difficulty 
that they contrived to keep up in that situation a respectable appearance. 
Durin g Lord North's adm ini stration, a pension of £ so a year for life was granted 
to each of these two sisters. 

There was a Mr. Forster,* a recto r at a Balli ol College living at Colchester. 
On a visit to the borough to see _this clergyman, he, for the first t ime, saw 
Dr. Pan·.t His situation at that lime was ushe r to a school in that town. 
Mr. Forster took me with him one day to ca ll on Dr. Parr, but l can not recoll ect 
the place. 

Occasiona lly, perhaps on:e in a season, my grandmother, acco ut red in a sab le 
muff and tippet, used to make a visit of ceremony in her ca rriage. About as often 
was a vis it paid by a relation and contemporary of the same sex, who came from 
\ Vooclrorcl, and to whotn a dinner of ceremony was given . Thi s was a 
:\lrs. Archer, to whom T was taught to pay homage, under the appellation o f 
Aunt Archer. Once or twice in the year [ used to accompany my father to 
\Voodford , and saw Mr. Archer, who had retired upon a fortune of £ rs,ooo, made 
by the sa le of ivory. 

They spent little, kept no carr iage, no town-house, exhibited no marks of 
hospitali ty, had not even a spa re bed, to my no small mortification . Yet the 
visits in terested me ; their garden was greate r than ours, and had two ponds at 
d ifferent levels. The change from the monotony of my falher·s house and 
diversity to me was a treasure of the greatest rarity. 

And so this great philosopher, or political economist, tells in 
simple language of the reminiscences of his childhood and his 
recollections of Essex. Now that books of reminiscences are read 
so widely, and there is an eager demand for autobiographies, it may 
be entertaining to compare his notice of these places with our 
knowledge of them to-day. 

$ The Rev. Nathan iel Forster was instituted rector of All S:1.ints', January 3rst, 1764, and 
died, as rector, Apri l 12th, 1790, aged 63 (see tablet on outer south wall of ch:wcel); he h:HI 
previously been curate of the same church at r.ny rate (teste register) from Jan. 8th, 176o. He 
matricub.tetl at Balliol Coil., Oxon., 12th Feb., 1742; H.A. (l\ lagclalen) 1745; l\ I. A. 1748. \V hen 
Dr. Samuel Parr left Stanmore in 1776, to become master of the Colchester School, he was 
received by Forster wit h open arms and offered by him the curacies of Holy Trinity and St . 
Leonard's (Hyth e) churches, where he soon became noted for his extempore preach ing. 

t The Rev. Samuel Parr was master of the Colchester Gr:1mmar School from 1776 to T779· 
It was upon his res ignation th:'ll the hard-fought elect ion took place between Rev. Charles H cwitt 
and Rev. John Duddell. (See Cromwell's History ofColclustn, p. 314 .) Parr undoulnedly 
stood at the head of the c 1a,sical scholars of his tim e, besides being an em inent cr itic and d ivine. 
H e vJas a voluminous author, and had :~.great passion for book-collecting. H e left Colchester 
upon accept ing the mastership of the Norwich Grammar School. Disappointed of becoming 
headmaster of Harrow in '77'' having been f )r. Sumner's first a<;sistant for four years, he w:t.s 
subsequently disapiJointed of a hishopric (Gloucester) in t8o7 . Offered several preferments he 
declined leaving H all on, to whkh he was presented by Lady Tr:1ffonl in the spring of 17 83, :1nd 
there he d ied, at the age of 78, on the 6t h of l\larch, 1825, and w:1s there followed to his grave by 
many eminent men of all shades of op inion . Bentham and Parr were bot h boys of Vt'ry pre· 
cocious talents. !Jentham at the :1gc of fi"e ha.d read Rapin's ffistory of England, acqu ired a 
knowledge of musJcal notes, and played on the vJohn; he was an accomplJshed b'rench schol:-u- :n 
seven ; at eig ht he wa.s placed at \Vestminster School, where he soon became dis ti ngu ished ; he 
was admitted, in his fourteenth year, of Queen's College, Oxford; at s ixteen he proceeded n.A., 
:t.nd at twenty .i\ l. A., bein!! the youngest g raduate who at that time (1767) had been known at 
e ither of the univer!:>it ies . P:ur at the age of fourteen was the head boy of Harrow School. 
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MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT FOR 
COLCHESTER, I6o3-1683. 

BY GEORGE RICKWORD. 

\1\f iTH the accession of James the First, Colchester appears 
to have entered upon a period of great commercial 

prosperity. 
For generations the seat of a flourishing trade in cloth, and a 

centre of a distnct of small clothing towns, its energies had been 
quickened, its methods improved, and its output increased by the 
influx of a large number oi· Flemings, many of them men of substance, 
driven from their homes, mainly in West Flanders, round Ypres and 
Baill eul, partly by th e atrocious religious persecutions of the 
ministers of Ph ilip of Spain, partly by the inexorable law of political 
economy which makes a disturbed political condition a barren soi l 
for commtrcial enterprise, and thus forces men to setk under more 
favourable conditions a profitable sphere for the exercise of their 
industry and their capital. Such was afforded by the tolerant rule 
of E lizabeth at home, and by the cautious policy which for so many 
years gave her peace abroad. As a result, in Colche~ter alone 
upwards of £3o,ooo was weekly received from the London factors 
for the bays and says, the staple industry of the town ; more than 
q,ooo persons found employment in this industry in the borough 
and surrounding villages; while ships laden with £ ro,ooo of cloth 
sailed down the Colne, risking contact with the Dunkirk pirates, of 
whom grievous complaints were made to the Privy Council. In the 
ancient borough itself, notwithstanding several fearful visitations of 
the plague, not a house was to be had for love or money in the year 
1609. 

To King J ames' first Parliament Colchester again returned her 
Town Clerk, Robert Barker of Monkwick, giving him as a 
colleague Edward Alford, a lawyer, of a Sussex family, and hereafter 
a man of some note. There is little to connect the family with 
Essex. In I 598 Edward Alford (perhaps the Member's father) 
settled a rent·charge at Walthamstow, acting as successor to his 
father, Roger Alford, as trustee under tbe will of Sir George Monoux, 
Lord Mayor of London in the early years of Henry VIII's reign . 

N 
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M01·ant suggests that-as the settlement was made at the instigation 
of his mother, and for the benefit of the still flourish ing endowed 
school- possibly it was an act of reparat ion, he being pri cked in 
conscience by the great rise then taking place in the value of land 
round the metropolis. Edward Alford was Member for one of the 
Sussex boroughs in the reign of Queen E lizabeth, and took part in 
the debates. He purchased the estate of Offington, Broadwater, 
near Worthing, in r 594, and apparently thus founded a county family. 
The name frequently occurs in the State papers as that of an active 
country gentleman. 

His son, the Member for Colchester, was a P uritan lawyer, and 
became one of the most conspicuous figures in the earli er constitu­
tional struggles. During the four Parliaments of James-of which 
on ly the first sat much more than twelve montbs-Edward Alford 
represented Colchester; and, indeed, with the exception of Sir 
Harbottle Grimston and Sir Isaac Rebow, he was returned oftener 
and sat longer than any of our Members. 

The burgesses appear to have paid loyally, if with grum bling, the 
enforced "loans " which on vari ous occasions the king imposed on 
the town by his mere prerogative; but doubtless the growing dis­
pos ition to question his right was stimulated by their frequent 
recurrence. Ecclesiastically, also, the town appears to have been 
quiet-the vacan t pari shes were fill ed up, several of the disused 
churches restored, and the absence of serious trouble with the non­
conforming clergy is evidenced by Mr. Davids' silence on this point 
in his work. Nor could the town quarrel very seriously with _ the 
king's foreign policy, which inclined to an alliance with Spain, still 
to all appearances the greatest Power in Europe. Rigid Protestants 
though they might be, a trading communi ty which, by the irony of 
fate, bad almost a monopoly of the supply of serge for clothing the 
innumerable monks and nuns of Spain, was not likely to object to 
renewed in tercourse with so profitable a customer. 

In r6r8 Robert Barker died; his place as Town Clerk and 
Member for the borough was filled in r 62 r by William Tow se, 
Sergeant-at-law. A Wi lliam Towse, in 1583, possessed by alien ­
ation Beeleigh Abbey, near Maldon; other indications point to his 
connection with Stansgate Abbey and the Dengie Hundred. 

The new i'viember was a widower, and his second wife was Dame 
Catherine Barnardiston, widow of Sir Thomas Barnardiston, a Puritan 
gentleman of Wi tham, of a fami ly still represented on the banks of 
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the Stour. This lady died in r632, and her monument, with the 
arms of both her husbands, was on the north wall of the chancel of 
Witham Church. William Towse had to undergo four elections in 
five years, being returned again in r624, r6zs, and r6z6. He pur­
chased Bass ingbourne Hall, T akely, which he rebuilt and enlarged, 
and where he died and was buried in r634. 

On the access ion of Charles the First the struggle which had 
been coming on for many years, broke out in an active form . All 
over E urope the growing sentiment of nationality and the need for a 
strong central government was building up regal authority to its 
extreme point. Legal theories and precedents favoured a similar 
course here, while the need felt by many minds for a centre of 
ecclesiastical unity to replace the rule of the Pope added force to the 
current in this di rect ion ; but the more independent spirit of the 
Anglo-Saxon race revolted against the practical enforcement of 
ideals which other nations acquiesced in . It was the misfortune of 
Charles that he fai led to recogn ise the signs of the times-a 
misfortune for him personally, but not perhaps in the end for the 
country, since out of the strife of the conflicting ideals, either of 
which would now be intolerable to any Englishman, there 
has emerged a constitution which has lasted more than two 
centuries. Accord ing to Mr. Gat·diner, Edward Alford was one 
of the leading members of the Opposition, and one of seven, 
including Coke, Pym, and Wentworth, whom Charles, with a fut ile 
idea of stifling the growing storm, appointed by his own personal 
intervention Sheri ffs of their counties just previous to the election of 
r6z6. He was pricked Sheriff for Sussex, and it was hoped that the 
duties of his office would confine his energies within the bounds of 
his own county. Wentworth and he submitted, but three of the 
others were elected, notwithstanding their disqualification. His 
enforced departure appears to have created some confusion at 
Colchester, where Sir Harbottle Grimston was returned with William 
Towse ; but being also chosen by the county, he selected the more 
honourable position of Kn ight of the Shi re, and Sir Robert Quarles 
was chosen in his place. 

He was the eldest son of J ames Q uarles, Clerk of the Green 
Cloth and Purveyor to the Navy, and brother of the poet Francis 
Quarles, Cupbearer to E lizabeth, daughter of J ames I, and Queen 
of Bohemia, and afterwards secretary to Arch bishop Usher. 
Sir Robert, who was seated at H averin g, married Rester, daughter 
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of Edward Lewknor, of Higham H::tll, M.P. for Maldon, 1584 et ser;. 
The Lewknors were a Sussex family of pronounced R ecusant 
sympathies; and Sir Edward's colleague at Maldon, R ichard \Veston 
- created Earl of Portland and one of Charl es' ministers during his 
at tempt to govern without a parliament-is said to have been almos t 
an avowed Roman ist. It is, perhaps, unsafe in such an age to infer 
a man's sympathies from his family ties; but it seems possible that 
Sir Robert was more favourably inclined to the Court than hi s 
predecessor. Perhaps for thi s reason, beyond the record of 
his death in r659, I find nothing to connect him with local 
history. 

In 1628 Edward Alford, whose son represented Steynin g, was 
again returned for Colchester, with Sir Thomas Cheke as his 
colleague. The latter was grandson of the learned Sir J ohn Cheke, 
K .G., tutor to Edward VI, and his mother was F rances, sister of the 
Earl of Sussex, Lord Lieutenant of Essex, in whose right he claimed 
the Barony of F itzwalter. His second wife was Essex, daughter of 
the Earl of Warwick, one of the Purit.~n leaders; and by her he had 
daughters married to the Earl s of Manchester and Warwick. He 
was Member for Maldon in r62r and 1626, and for Essex in 
J 624. He died 1649, and was buri ed at St. Albans, Wood Stree t, 
EC. 

Party feeling at this election appears to have run very high, 
for from the State Papers we learn that the county Members, 
Barr ington and Grimston, were elected by the constables at 
Chelmsford forcing the freeholders to vote for those selected by 
" the majority of the Justices"; also by means of an irregular creation 
of freeholders ; and it is in connection with this election that the first 
of the long seri es of petitions which have rendered Colchester 
notorious, occurred. It was without result, and I am unable to find 
in whose favour it was presented. 

Apparen tly Edward Alford was not daunted by the royal dis­
pleasure, for he took a prominent part in the debate on the Petition 
of Right. Speaking against the words "regal power" inserted by 
the House of Lords, he says, by accepting them "we shall 
acknowledge a regal, as well as a legal, power. Let us give 
that to the King the law gives him, and no more." These 
words form the keynote of the constitutional struggle at this 
point, as they formed the policy of the nobler minds among 
both Cavaliers and Roundheads - of Clarendon as well as Pym, of 
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Falkland as well as Hampden. When the development of events 
forced the Commons into attacking the undoubted prt-rogatives of 
the King a nd th e constitution of the Church, we find among hi s 
supporters, not on ly the Wentworths and Westons. but the Richs 
and the sons of staunch opponents of arbitrary power like Sir 
Edward Alford, who sat in the Parliament called by the King at 
Oxford, and who espoused the royal cause even to the sequestration 
of his es tates . The dissol ution of this Parliament in 'r629 opens 
the eleven years' personal rule of Charles. 

With the in cidents of that rule most men are familiar ; the 
growing amounts and increas ing frequency of the exaction of the 
" ship money," absolutely nece,sary as it was if the government 
was to be carried on, yet paid even by those best affected to the 
king with reluctance and delays. Constant monitions had to be 
sent to the bailiffs, and perhaps the new Charter, granted the town 
in r636, hy wh ich a Mayor was substituted for the two Bailiffs, 
hitherto annually elected, had some bearing on this point. Beyond 
these exactions it does not appear that the civil rights of the subject 
were interfered with, but the ecclesias ti cal side of the new rul e 
touched us more nearly. The frequ ent changes in the office of 
Town Lecturer, the pet scheme of th e Puritans for counteract ing the 
p1rish priests, the constant disputes as to the removal of the holy 
table to the east end of the chancel, a nd to railing it in, show that 
considerable friction prevailed here. The Archdeacon of Essex 
reports to Bishop Laud: "The peo ple of Colchester are like tho"e 
of Ephesus, their Diana is their liberty, and none hut the Town 
Clerk can appease their tumult " Petitions to the bishop on the 
subject of Nonconformity were largely signed on both sides, but 
while four of the town clergy signed the one in favour of Conformity, 
none signed that in a contrary sense. 

Scurrilous verses were made on the rector of St. N icholas, and 
James Wheeler, one of the churchwardens of St. Botolph, had to 
experience very harsh treatment for refusing to rail in the altar. 
Thomas Lamb, a Baptist preacher, of Colchester, was brought 
before the Star Chamber, and Dr. Bastwick, who lived in Eld Lane, 
also suffered severely for his li bels on the Q ueen and the Bishops. 
The local mob rabbled the vicarage of Great Tey merely because 
the vicar, E rasm us Laud, was a namesake of the primate ; and 
treated with equal brutality the aged vicar of Ardleigh, and master 
of St. Mary Magdalen's Hospital, Dr. Gabriel Honeyfold. A mob 
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has always a nice taste in theology, and will shout for a Sacheverell 
or against a P riestley, and stone a Wesley, a Booth, or a Lowder 
with equal orthodoxy and delight. 

On the other hand we find one Burroughes arrested and puni shed 
for disturbing the services in three different churches on three 
successive Sundays, and letters sent to the Council from local church­
men detailing their difficulties and annoyances. Then, too, the 
powerful Dutch Church, numbering 700 communicants, appears to 
have accepted with a good grace the archbi shop's decision that 
"aliens of the second descent" should receive the Holy Eucharist, 
baptize, marry, and bury in their parish churches. E lsewhere thi s 
was violently opposed ; but Jonas Proost and Thomas Cole, the 
ministers of the Dutch Church here in 1637, report that "having 
maturely deliberated, they find nothing to except against his Grace's 
pleasure." 

So, in fancied success, aiming at a unity which was impos~i b le , 

and an absolutism wh ich was equally so, Charles, Laud, and Strafford 
governed E ngland till the rude awakening of the failure of the 
bishop's war against the Scots forced Charles to seek once more the 
support of his Parliament. To the Short Parliament Colchester 
returned Sir William Masham and H arbottle Grimston, Esq. The 
former was of Otes, in High Laver, purchased by his father- the w n 
of a London alderman- in 1583. Although created a baronet in 
r6 z r, he steadily allied himself to the Liberal Party, representing 
Maldon in 162 3 and 162 5. H e marr ied a first cousin of Oliver 
Cromwell, Elizabeth, daughter of Sir l ' ranci s Barrington, and was, 
with his father-in-law, committed to the T ower in 1~26 for refu sal to 
contribute to a forced loan. H e represented Essex in the Long 
Parliament, and was an involuntary witness of the siege of Colches ter. 
His grandson represented the county from r6go to 1708. His son 
Samuel, Coffe rer to the Royal Household, was in 17 r r created Lord 
Masham, having married Abigail H ill , Q ueen Anne's favourite and 
the rival of the Duchess of Marlborough. The di ssolution of thi s 
Parliament was speedily followed by the election of the well-kn own 
Long Parliament. 

Why was it that, as a whole, Essex declared so decidedly for the 
Parliament? It is diffi cult to say. No great movement has ever 
originated here; none of the sharp throes of the birth of a new age 
h<tve left their mark on the county. T he fate of the kingdom has 
scarcely ever been affected by its battles, few as they are. No great 
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religious foundations were raised here in the ages of faith, and it 
seems to have acquie~ced with equal ca lm in the ruin of th e 
monasteries and the ext irpation of the Gospellers. Its sons have 
always been followers rather than leaders. Its ruling P uritans were 
of the " dour " type, hating Prelatists and Q uakers with equal zeal, 
and much given to serm ons and lectu res. No l\Ii lton here sang of 
hi s "studious cloisters pale"; no Herbert bade us " chase brave 
employment with a naked sword throughout the world "; no T aylor 
pleaded for the toleration of all owning the name of Christ-the 
Law rather than the Gospel was their ideal. Neither the \Vesleyan 
nor the Oxford movements have greatly affected it, and just as its 
scenery wants the rugged grandeur of the north and the picturesque 
loveliness of the west, so its people lack the warm-heartedness. of the 
one and the stern fid elity to an ideal of the other. Thus it is that 
it is so often overlooked, and that the general though mistaken idea 
of most people more than ten miles from its borders is that it is a 
flat, uninteresting county, alike devo id of natural beauties and historic 
associat ions. 

To the Long Parliament Colchester returned two fresh Members 
-Sir Thomas Barrington, Baronet, and Harbottle Grimston, Esq. 
T he form er was of an old Essex family, grandson of Sir Thomas 
Barringtoa and his wife \Vinifred, granddaughter of Margaret, 
Countess of Sal isbury- the victim of Henry VIII's tyranny, a nd 
herself the daughter o f the Duke of Clarence, brother of Edward IV. 
H is father, Francis Barrington, in whose veins was the royal blood of 
E ngland, married J oan, daughter of Sir Henry Cromwell, an aunt to 
the great Protector. 

Francis Barrington was the first of his fami ly to break with the 
Ca tholi r. traditions of the Poles, and when only a young man at 
college (hi s fath er being dead) so won upon his mother by his 
importuni ty that she melted dow n the gold crucifix she habitually 
wore, and conformed to the Church of E ngland and the dominan t 
Calvinism. He was elected M.P. for Essex in 16o r ; met K ing James 
at Theobalds on his accession, and was there knighted 7th May, 
r 6o3. In the follow ing February he was again a candidate for 
Essex in conjunction with Sir Gamaliel Cape!, and, although bearing 
only indirectly upon Colchester, the fo llowing account of hi s 
contest with Sir Edward Denny is worth transcribing (abridged 
from an account of the Barrin gton family by the learned President 
of the Essex Archxo logical Society, publi shed in their Transactions, 
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n. s. vols. i and ii). In t 6o3 King James issued a proclamation 
forbiddin g canvassing for votes, "and all fact ious labouring for the 
place of Knights or Burgesses." Sti ll active preparations went on 
for a contest. In a letter from Lord Rich " to my very loving 
Cosin Sir Francis Barrington w 111 ~pede, or in hi s absence to my 
L" his Wife," he deta ils the steps taken in Sir Francis' interest in 
each hundred of the county. Letters had been written to Sir 
Anthony a nd Sir Nicholas Cook. "At Chelmsforde, where I !aye, 
I sent for mine host and directed him, in your name, to take up 
y• New Inn and Dolphin. I sen t a lso to y" Lyon, but hi s answer 
was, he knew not whether his landlord would serve for you or no." 
Letters were sent to Mr. Alien , of Hatfield, Sir Will. Ayli f, Sir Rafe 
Wisem.an, Sir J os. Sams, Mr. Dub born e, and Sir W. Harris of 
Cricksey ; " and took upon me to adverti se my Lo. of Sussex 
tenants in those parts that my Lo. joyned with us." "Ye whole 
Hinckford Hundred, that I can learn, stand ftrme to us. Sir 
Jo. Tindall, Sir Jo. Deane, Sir Andrew Paschall, Mr. John 
Pascball ; only Sir Thomas Gardiner is adverse." " I have 
written to y" Bayliffs of Mau lden and Colchester for y'" and 
all they' fr eends. My Le~ Darcy bath layd all y" divisions 
between Brayntrey, \Vitham, and Harwich, Rochford and 
Denzy Hundreds will not much cross us. Mr. Vlentworth 
of Gosfteld was not at home !.Jut hi s wife was of mynd 
he went with me." He bad also written to Sir Tbos. Lucas, Sir 
Ed Had, etc. Notwith ~tanding this roseate account, however, Sir 
T homas Mildmay was opposed, and had engaged all th e inns at 
Chelmsford for Sir Ed. Denny, a course watmly resented by Si r 
Francis, to whose remonstrance he replied, "That in this accyon 
betwene Sir Ed. Denny and your selfe, ys best knowne to you att 
w"" tyme I plane lye tould you that neither would I be ledd nor driven 
for any mans pleasure, butt where I had lykinge to give my voyce, 
there I wou ld gyve it. And that I shall" . .. had taken inns at 
Chelmsford ... "and I know not who bath any thoritye to excepte 
again.ste me in so doing in myne owne towne." 

The Earl of Suffolk also, grandson of Lord Chancellor Audley 
and a favourer of the Catholics, wrote an angry letter to the 
Treasurer and Chamberlains of Walden, "and to all my Servants, 
tennants, and Townsmen there," expressing surprise that any should 
canvass them "without my privitie," "or you so slightlie to regard 
me, as to pass your voices before you know my pleasure, we" I take 
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veri ill at yr hands, especially of the better sort," demanding " that 
you give your free consents and voyces to my good frend sr Ed ward 
Denny, Kt., w"h, if you shall not regard what I now make known 
unto you, I will make the proudest of you all repent it be you well 
assured." On the same day the Lords of the Council wrote to the 
High Sheriff and Magistrates, calling attention to the illegal canvas­
sing, and even" collection of freebolders by Callenders," whereupon a 
general meeting was held at Chelmsforc.l, which advised Sir Gamaliel 
Cape!, "as a good Patryot," to re tire, and left the other two to settle 
their precedence. So were contests avoided three centuries ago. 

In 1626 Sir Francis was c::>mmitted to the Tower for refusing to con· 
tribute to a forc ed loan. He was released in 1627, and again re turn ed 
for Essex in r6 28; but his health was shattered, and on July 3rd of 
that year he died. At his father's death, Sir Thomas Barrington 
was Member for Newport, in the Isle of Wight, and in add iti •1n to 
succeeding to the vast Essex estates of the family, he became 
Member for the county in the Short Parliament of 1 64o, not, 
however, without a contest. According to a report of thi s elec:tion 
made to the D uke of Buckingham on behalf of Mr. Neville, of 
Cressing Temple, the defeated candidate, he owed his elec tion to 
the shameless manufacture of faggot votes, a device not unkn own 
even to-day. 

Curiously enough, in the next Parl iament Sir Thomas Barrington 
exchanged seats with his brother-in-law, Sir William Masham, and 
sat as Member fo r Colchester, during which time be and his con­
nections were most active in opposit ion to the Court, and acted 
with C romwell and the extreme party in every measure brought 
forward. He was a member of the Secret Committee of the House 
of Commons, chairman of the Committee for the county of Essex, 
one of the CamLridge Committee for the associated counties of 
Norfolk, Suffolk, Cambridge, Herts, and Essex, and when absen t 
from their meetings, was consulted on business of every kind relating 
to the Association. He was also treasurer for Essex for the taxes 
levied by Parliament, and colonel of one of the county reg iments. 
In conjunction with Pym, Lord Warwick, and others, he spent a 
large sum in foundin g a settlement in New England, and sent out 
several parties of Essex settlers. He was a large purchaser of 
forfeited lands in Ireland, a cause of much unprofitable litigation to 
his successor. 

Altogether a notable man, who, had he lived, might have been 
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the most striking figure among our representatives ; but his great 
exertions in the publi c service, and consequent anx ieti es, wore him 
out, and he died in r644, not much past middle age. The account 
of hi s funeral, too long for insertion here, forms by no means the 
least interesting part of Mr. Lowndes' article. Sir Thomas was 
twice married : first to F rances, daughter of John Gobert, Esq., of 
Coventry, a n Essex landowner ; and second ly to Judith, the 
widowed daughter of Sir R owland Litton, of Knebworth, the 
ancestral seat of the Bulwer-Ly ttons. Judith Barrington was a most 
active, strong-minded woman, managing her households at Annables, 
Barrington Hall, Hatfield Priory, and in London in a most careful 
manner, examining minutely into everything relating to them. The 
famil y plate was greatly reduced in her time, as the steward's account 
shows that upwards of 2,ooo ounces were sent to the Parliament 
Committee a t the Gu ildhall. Lady Barrin gton seems to have 
interfered in matters of all kinds, both public a nd private, and on 
more than one occas ion to have give n important directions on public 
business to Sir Thomas's agen t entirely on her own authority. She 
died without issue in 1657· The Member was succeeded by hi s 
eldest son Thomas, wh o soon withdrew from public life, and refus ed 
to sit as one of the K ing's judges. His great-grandson, Sir Charles 
Barrington, represented Essex from 1693 to 1714, figh ting several 
severe contests ; but the family is now extinct in the male line. 

The junior Member for Colchester in r64o may well be claim ed, 
if not as the noblest, at any ra te as the most striking of our repre­
senta tives, from hi s many servi ces to the tow n and to hi s country, 
extending over more than forty years. 

E dward Grimston, of an anci ent Norman family seated at 
Grimston's Garth on the Humber, was Comptroller of Calai s on its 
capture by the French in 1558, and was then confined for two years 
in the Basti ll e, whence he effected a romantic escape. He was 
knighted by Q ueen E lizabeth, represented Ipswich in several Parlia­
ments, and died at the close of the century at the ripe age of ninety­
eight. H is son, Edward, settled at Bradfield Hall , near Manningtree, 
now a farmhouse, and married J oan, daughter of Thomas Rysby, a 
wealthy clothier of Lavenham, and descended from the ancient family 
of Harbottl e. H e was M.P. for Eye, and died in r6ro. Harbottle 
Grimston, hi s son, was born 1577, crea ted a baronet J 6rz, 
Sheriff of Essex Jb14, Free Burgess of Colchester 1625, an d 
elected M.P. for the borough in February, 1626. H e preferred 
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to sit for the county, which he also represented in r6z8 
and r64o, but curiously enough was content to represent the recently 
revived Borough of Harwich in the Long Parliament. He was an 
active county magistrate, busily engaged in harrying the recusants, 
and in fortifying Felixstowe and Landguard. By hi s wife Elizabeth, 
daughter of Ralph Coppinger, he had five sons and one daughter, 
E lizabeth, married to Christopher Harris, of Shenfield, JVI. P. for 
Harwich (doubtless by his father-in-law 's interest) in r624-5-6 and 8, 
and a brother of Sir Arthur Harris, M.P. for Maldon, r624 and 
r6z8 . 

Sir Harbottle was amongst those who suffered imprisonment for 
refusing to contribute to a forced loan, but soon submitted and was 
released. He died in r647, and there is a marble monument to his 
memory in Bradfield Church. 

Harbottle Grimston, second son of the foregoing, was born in 
r 6oz at Brad field, educated (possibly at Dedham Grammar School), 
and afterwards at Emanuel College, Cambridge, the recently 
founded stronghold of the Puritan party. He studied the law at 
Lincoln's Inn . In r628 he married the daughter of Sir George 
Croke, judge of the King's Bench, and in r63o was appointed 
Recorder of Harwich in succession to the famous Sir Edward Coke. 
In 1637 he bought fr om the Stephens family the site of the 
Crouched Friars Monastery in Colchester, and took up bis residence 
there, hi s eldest son, George, and his nephew, Christopher Harris, 
being pupils of the old grammar school in Culver Street. Three 
years later he was appointed Recorder of Colchester, whether with a 
view to win him over to the king or not, I cannot say. At any rate 
it was unsuccessful , and he was returned both to the Short and the 
Long Parliament as an opponent of the Court. 

The quarrel between Charles and the Long Parliament need not 
detain us here-though there are not wanting local incidents to 
show which way opinion was tending. In 1642 the town sent up a 
petition against Bishops, and in August of that year the mob seized 
Sir John Lucas, barbarously ill-treated the ladies of his family, 
ransacked his house, and even violated the tombs of his ancestors. 
They also perpetrated like outrages at St. Osyth and Melford, the 
residences of the Countess Rivers, who narrowly escaped with her 
life, losing goods valued at £ roo,ooo. The leaders of this valiant 
band were Captain J ohn Langley and Henry Barrington, a 
Colchester grocer and brewer ; and both Mayors of the town. 
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Some of th e rioters were seized, but Parlia ment, b =ing busy arming 
aga inst th e k in g, could not afford to discourage such eminent 
professors, and, alth ough the new M ember was sent down to hold an 
inquiry, nothin g ·appears to have been done. Colchester, which 
begged to be excused by th e badness of trade from contributing 
£4oo to th e sh ip money, raised and paid several companies of 
soldiers for th e Puritan arm y, and before the close of the war had 
raised £ 3o,ooo on the requi sitions of the Parliament, besides th e 
large amounts got from the sequestrations of the estates of the 
loyali sts. Yet in 1645 we find a Royalist and C hurchman, Robert 
Buxton, elected Mayor; and, curi ously enough, the Parl iamentary 
contributions sink to th eir lowest poin t. On Sir Thomas 
Barrington's death his place was fi ll ed by John Sayer of Aldham, 
elected October 14th, 1645. 

He w~s th e g reat-grandson of George Sayer, bailiff an d M.P. in 
the reign of Mary, and had marri ed in 16o6 Rester, daughter of 
Robert H oneywood, who, th e year before, had purchased Marks 
Hall, and found ed the bran ch of that lam il y which for nearly three 
cen turi es has occupied that mansio n. O ne of her brothers was th e 
royalist Dean of L incoln , another Member for Essex in C romwell's 
Parl iament, and one of his" other House." J oh n Sayer's only ~on, 
George, was knighted in r64o, and d ied soon after at th e early age 
o f thirty-six. It is possible, though perh aps not probab le, th at th e 
new Member was of a more moderate type than hi s predecessor. 
He does not appear to have tak en any act ive part in public 
a ffa irs. H e died in I 6 sS. 

Heavy as th e hand of Laud was upon ;~ 11 who res isted hi s project 
to elevate the exte rnals of worshi p, the attem pt of the Parli ament, 
and especiall y of our Essex Members, to for ce a gloomy Calvini sm 
o n the people of Englan d was quite as ill-judged, and in th e end 
less successful. Since the R estoration th e standard of worship, of 
morals, an d of amuseme nts has never been that favoured by th e 
Long Parliomt nt and its divin es, th ough it may fairly be claimed 
that th e abiding result of their ideal h a~ a\·ailed to moderate any 
tendency to excess. 

In 1645, afte r th e executi on of Archbishop Laud, against whom 
Sir H arb ottl e Grimston was very bitter, a determined attempt was 
made to uproot th e Church of England. The county was divided 
into d istri cts or classes on the Presbyterian model, and among th e 
e lders for the parish of St. M ary we find Sir Harbottle Grimston. 
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But one of the town clergy appears in the list, and "the deprivation 
and suspension of scores of parish priests, often on the most 
frivolous pretexts, sowed the seeds of which Black Bartholomew was 
afterwards the bitter crop. 

The details of the celebrated siege, during the general but 
aborti ve R oyalist reaction of r 648, can only receive the brief est 
mention here, but are well-known to most Essex men. Among the 
Committee sitting at Chelmsford who were taken prisoners by Sir 
Charles Lucas were Sir Harbottle Grimston and Mr. Chas. Rich, 
who we re permitted to go to Westminster upon their engagement to 
endeavour to procure honourable terms of peace. A contemporary 
observer states ( Tra ns. Essex Arclta:ol., Soc., n. s. , iv zoy) : 

On our way (to Colches ter) wee were mett by neere a thousand of the townes­
men, who broake through their g uards to welcome us as their delive rers from a 
tead ious serv itude under a rebellious mag istracy, for thoug h the H ouses a t 'West­
minster pretend so strong ly to justice and the preservat ion of the li be rties of the 
subj ects , yet heere wee may admi tt an ap t instance a mongst thousands more to 
prove their a rbitrary gove rnment. At the elect ion of the mayor, the Parl iament 
havin g not ice tha t the free burghers of the corporat io,l had chosen one Alderman 
Sha we, a person q ua lifi ed for the offi ce-but hones tly and religious lie principled 
anJ so unfit t for their ends-they sent a lroope of horse to force a new elect ion of 
one Alderman Cooke, an ig norant wretch that on ly followed the mace, and con­
sented, whi le the facti ous sectaries mi slead the people. For th is towne had been long 
possest with a spirit of di sobedience to the doc trine and di sciplin e of the church, and 
heres ie is always the forerun ner of rebelli on, fo r when the hollie a ncor of relig ion 
is pu ld up, the ba rke of slate is subject to every storme, and the rebel is a t 'West­
min ster, conspiring to defame the King and prela ts with their pretended ind ul­
gence to Poperi e, approv'd this separation, soe that these sectari es broake the 
lawes not onl y with impunitie but successe. 

Among those favourable to the Royalists we may mention Alder­
man Buxton, Alderman Lamb, the Rev. Mr. Harmer, the town 
preacher and son-in-law of Alderman Shaw, and the Lemmings of Grey 
Friars, connections of the Rebow family. After all that valour and 
dogged endurance could do, Colchester fell, Sir William Masham, !ts 
former Member and a prisoner within its walls throughout the siege, 
being liberated to make the bes t terms he could for the garrison. 
H arsh, indeed, they were, both for the army- whose leaders were so 
cruelly slaughtered-and for the town, whose sympathies had been 
with the besiegers. The Royalists had treated them fairl y, and even 
permitted their own sympathisers to be ejected from office while they 
held the town ; but Fairfax imposed a ruinous fine of £ r4,ooo on 
the town, which fell not only on the loyali sts, but also on the 
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Crcffields, L:mgleys, and other leaders of the Puritans, while nearly 
half of the amount was imposed on the Dutch congregation , towards 
which the Tayspill family, common ancestors of the Rounds and the 
Re bows, paid £ r ,4oo. 

Parliament appears to have taken littl e notice of the siege, and 
was then engaged in treating wi th Charles for a basis for a peace. 
One of the two envoys sent to treat with him specially at Newport 
was Sir Harbottle Grimston. After long and fruitless arguments he 
flung ' himself on his knees before Charles, and, with tears streaming 
down his face, he besought him to yield to the terms proposed by 
the Commons, which included the extirpation of Episcopacy and 
the acceptance of the Covenant. However wanting in resolution 
Charles might be, on a point like this he was adamant, and apart 
from his personal views, he was incapable of the infamy of sacrific­
ing the Church, which bad already suffered so much for him. 
By his refusal he sealed his fate, and, in some sense at least, earned 
the tit le of martyr, with which in after years. her sons rewarded him. 
On the return of the comm issioners, Parliament voted the king's 
concessions sufficient basis for a treaty. This roused the army, 
flushed with its recent victories, to action, and the next day 
Parl iamentary government received at the hands of its champions 
it s heaviest blow. More than a hundred members were forcibly 
excluded, and many, including Sir Harbottle Grim ston and Sir John 
C lotworthy, M.P. for Maldon, were imprisoned till after the king's 
mock trial and death. On his release, Sir Harbottle retired abroad, 
either to Holland or to Paris, where the widowed queen held her 
court. 

Seven years later, in 1656, he was one of the thirteen membe1s 
returned to Oliver's last Parliament for the county of E ssex. 
He had by this time left Colchester, having sold the site of 
his ruined mansion to the Daniel! family and settled at Gorhambury, 
form erly the seat of the great Lord Chancellor Bacon, which he 
bought from a relative of his second wife- a daughter of Sir 
Nicbolas Bacon, of Culford Hall. 

During the usurpation several so·called Parliaments were sum­
moned. That of 1653, known as Barebones Parliament, only 
consisted of 140 persons, of whom five sat for Essex. Colchester 
and Maldon were both unrepresented, but a resident from each was 
one of the five . Colonel J oach i m Matt hews was connected with 
Maldon, and Henry Barrington had been Mayor of Colchester in 
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r637, r641, and 1648. He was a brewer, whose family for several 
generations had lived at a house on the present site of Winsley's 
almshouses, his father having been several times bailiff. He was a 
pronounced Puritan, and being elected Mayor again in 1658, was for 
some unknown cause removed from office. 

In 1654 a Parliament was chosen after the old plan, called by 
Cromwell a "free Parliament"; but for which no prel::ttist (or 
churchman) was suffered to vote or sit, though, I presume, this did 
not affect the many churchmen who outwardly conformed, hoping 
for better times. Our "representatives" were Col. John Barkstead 
and John Maidstone. 

The latter was a Presbyterian country gentleman who lived at 
Pond House, Boxted . H e was elder for his parish under the Classis, 
and the family is occasionaly mentioned by Morant as allied to the 
smaller gentry of the neighbourhood. 

John Barkstead was a man of some mark. In the Jlfystery of 
the Good Old Cause he is said to be 

son of :\Ii chael Ba rkstead, a petty go ldsmith in the St rand, and a ve ry empty, 
sha llow-pated person. l-I e forsook hi s shop, shuffled him self in to the camp, where, 
more by for tune than va lour, he Cl imbed up to be a co lonel and a most act ive 
imp of Oli,·er the Usur per. 

He commanded a regiment of 8oo men, moved from Southwark at 
the siege, and on its conclusion was moved to Harwich to prevent a 
landing by the royalist fleet. H e sat as one of the king's judges, and 
sign ed Charles' death warrant. After the dispersal of this Parliament, 
and Cromwell's attempt to govern by martial law, he was one of the 
Major-generals, to whom the government was entrusted. H e was 
knighted and made Lieutenant of the Tower, and when a fresh 
Parliament was called he represented Middlesex. H e was made 
one of the " Other " House, as the new-made peers were styled to 
prevent jealousy, and would thus seem to have been a trusted 
agent of the Lord Protector and his supporters against the 
Royalists, the Presbyterians, and the Levellers. His son is said by 
tradition to have commanded the party who, on the great Protector's 
death, took charge of his body and secretly interred it by his wife 
and favourite daughter in some unknown spot in Northamptonshire, 
spared alike the unreal pageantry of the Abbey, and the fu tile 
vengeance of the ribald section of the Cavaliers. 
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The closing scenes of Colonel Barkstead's life may be fitly told 
in the words of the ever-pleasant Pepys : 

12 March, r66z : This morn ing we ha J news from Mr. Coven try, that S ir 
Geo. Downi ng ( li ke a perfidious rogue, though the action is good anJ of service 
to t he king , yet he cannot with a good conscience do it) hath taken Okey, 
Corbett, and Barkstead at Delfe, in Holland, and sent them h ome in the 
131ackmore. 17 March : L ast ni g h t the Blackm ore, junke, broug ht the t hree 
pri sone rs to th e Tower, where , t he capta in tell s me, the Dutc h were a good 
whil e before t hey could be -persuaded to let t hem go, they bei11g taken pri soners 
in t heir land , bu t Si r G. Downing would not be a nswered so (tho' all the world 
takes notice of him for a most un grateful villai n for hi s po.ins). Apri l rg: Thi s 
tnorning before \Ve sat, I went to Aldgate, and at a corner shop, a draper's, we 
stood a nd did see Bark stead, Okey, and Corbett drawne towardes t he ga llows at 
Tyburne, and there they were hanged an d qua rtered. They a ll loo ked very 
chee rful, bu t r hear they a ll d ied defending what they did to the king to be just; 

which is very strange. 

Doubtless it seemed so to the erstwhile rq:,ublican and precJsJan, 
when so many who had fou ght against the father crowded the court 
of the son ; but consi~tency in adversity is a virtue, if a negative one, 
and a l.Jad cause may have its ma rtyrs as well as a good one. 

In I 6 s6 Cromwell made another attempt a t constitutional govern­
ment. Essex was again represented by thirteen Members, eight of 
whom had sat in the last Parliament, one of the new men being our 
old friend Sir Harl.Jottle. Colchester had a di sputed return. The 
Mayor (John Vickers, recently appointed under Cram" ell's charter, 
which was especially aimed at the disaffected), Aldermen, and 
Common Council returned H enry Lawrence and John Maidstone; 
the free burgesses in general returning John Shawe and Col. Biscoe. 
Two indentures of return were made, and the matter was referred to 
the Committee of Privilege; but nothing came of it. In 165 8 the 
same difficulty occurred, the Corporation returning Maidstone and 
Abraham Barrington; the Burgesses, Shaw and Abraham Jonson. 
Petitions being presented, the two latter were declared duly 
elected . 

I cannot positively identify H enry Lawrence. The surname was 
a prominent one in the town. A Thomas Lawrence was bailiff five 
times between 157 2 and 1591. .Tbomas Lawrence, )eoman, was 
Mayor 1643 and r655; James Lawrence being an Alderman at the 
same time.' Nathaniel Lawrence, son of Thomas, was named a 
Common Councilman under Cromwell's charter 1656, was Mayor 
in r 672 (wh en Nonconformity was first recognised), r 679, r683, 
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when the charter was surrendered in a fit of ultra-loyalty, and again 
in 1709. He married a daughter of Richard Greene, Mayor in 
I 6 51. Reported as a leader of the Presbyterians, and as having 
been in arms against the king, he was yet elected M.P. in r685, 
when Tory influence was at its highest. 

Major Biscoe was present with Fairfax at the siege, and the sur­
name continued in the list of freem en of Colches ter till the early part 
of thi s century ; but I can find no other trace of him in local affairs. 

Abraham Barrington was probably a relative of Henry Barring­
ton, of whom frequent mention has been made, and who was one of 
the county representatives in r654, as was Ro bert Barrington in 
1656 ; possibly they were an offshoot of the a ristocratic family at 
Hatfield Broad Oak, but of this there is no proof. The line 
between trade and county was not then drawn wi th the precision it 
now is, and younger sons not only traded, as many do now, but did 
not stoop to disguise the fact under the euphuistic subterfuges now 
in vogue. 

Abraham Johnson is described as a London merchant and 
bay-maker. This, too, was an old Colchester family. William 
Johnson, bay-maker, was bailiff in 1628, and died in 1634, aet. 59; 
buried in St. James'. Possibly the member was his son, as we find 
in the Rev. C. L. Acland's Admissions lo Colc!zesler Gra111mar 
Sclzool, Abraham J ohnson, eldest son of Abraham J ohnson, of 
London, bay-maker, admitted 1645, and said to have been baptized 
at St. Mary's Woolnoth in r633. Abraham Johnson , son of A. 
Johnson, of Hackney, and grandson of Wi ll iam Johnson, of 
Colchester, entered his pedigree at the Middlesex Visitation in r663. 
The family appear to have been bay-makers here for nearl y two 
centuries ; for Henry Johnson is returned as a bay·maker in q88, and 
his M.I. in All Saints' churchyard fi xes his death in l8rz . The 
Johnson family filled the office of Mayor in qr z, q rs , and 17 2 -~, 

and is still represented in the town by Alderman Laver-who 
married a daughter of Dr. J ohnson- the last of the family.resident 
in Colchester. That the Member was mindful of hi s constituents 
long after his brief tenure of office is evident from an entry in the 
Corporation P late account, r67o, "one great silver tankard which was 
Mr. J ohnson's guift, " and in r 68o, " one large cupp guil t, being the 
gu ift of Mr. Abraham Johnson." 

-Johnson's colleague, for the second time the choice of the 
burgesses, was John Shawe, Sergeant-at-law and R ecorder of 

0 
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Colchester m r6s8, in succession to Arthur Barnardiston dec., 
appointed under Cromwell's charter. His father was the loyalist 
Alderman Shawe, his mother a Lufkin of Ardleigh. He was born in 
r6r7, and married Thamar, daughter of Samuel Lewis of Roydon, 
by whom he had a goodly family. He at one time resided in All 
Saints' parish, in a house on the same site as the Holly Trees, now 
belonging to Mr. James Round, an Essex M.P. for the unprecedented 
space of twenty-eight years. In the All Saints' register are noted the 
baptisms of several of his children at a time when that sacrament was 
very lightly regarded. He ultimately resided in Holy Trinity parish, 
and was buried in that church in r6go. His grandson, Edmund 
Thurston, was also Recorder, and married Mary, daughter of Sir 
Isaac Rebow. He was a moderate man, heartily supporting the 
Restoration, and was returned to the Convention and Cavalier 
Parliaments, and afterwards knighted. 

YVe must now resume our notice of Sir Harbottle Grimston. 
·when it became evident that the monarchy would be restored, and 
that the tyranny of the army was no longer to be feared, the 
Town Council of Colchester sent over to Holland and invited 
their last legally elected representative to resume his trust. 
The remnant of the Long Parliament met only to dissolve, and then 
Monk called a free Parliament. Accordingly Sir Harbottle pre­
sented himself to the electors of Essex, but it was a flood tide of 
loyalty, and the electors appear to have preferred Members whose 
devotion to church and king was above suspicion; and John 
Bramston and Edward Turner had a majority of soo votes over 
Grimston and Oliver Raymond, who had sat in several of Cromwell's 
Parliaments. The burgesses of Colchester were more cautious, 
and elected their late Member, who formed one of the Parliament 
called by General Monk on the abdication of Richard Cromwell, 
which in April, r66o, declared for K ing Charles amid the plaudits 
of the entire nation. April z6th, r66o, Pepys writes: 

Thi s day come Mr. Downe back from London, who brought lellers with him 
that signify the meeting of the Parlia ment yesterday. And in the afternoon, by 
other letters, I hear that about twelve of the Lords met, and chose my Lord of 
Manchester Speaker of the House of Lords, a nd S ir I-Ia rbottle Grimston Speaker 
of the H ouse of Com mon s, which, after a little debate, was g ranted; and my lord 
told me how he did believe the Cavaliers have now the upper hand clear of the 
Presbyterian s. 

On May rst the Houses voted the Restoratiori. Sir Harbottle's 
iipeech on welcoming Charles was conceived in a style we should 
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now regard as fulsome, and even the difference in taste can hardly 
excuse his expression that the sufferings of the new king had been 
greater than those of any Christian martyr. Yet in the House he 
roundly rebuked a Member who said that those who had fought 
against the late king were as bad as those who cut off his head. In 
the November following he was appointed Master of the Rolls-not 
without a suspicion of'bribery-and in the following March he put 
up at the general election for Colchester, and was returned. 
In this, the Cavalier Long Parliament, Edward Turner, his sw::­
cessful opponent at the late county election, then member for Herts, 
was chosen Speaker. This Parliament also earned the name of the 
Pensionary Parliament, and of one Essex member, Thos. King, M.P. 
for Harwich, we read: "a pensioner for .:£'so a session &c., meat 
and drink and now and then a suit of clothes." Grimston and 
Shaw represented Colchester till its dissolution in I679, and the 
former appears to have acted in some degree in a liberal direction. 
Thus in I 67 5 he moved an address to the king, which did not find 
a seconder, begging him to call a new Parliament, excusing himself 
for not addressing the Chair because it was so long since he saw it 
he had forgotten where it was. In I67 9 the nation was convulsed 
with the Popish plots and the Exclusion Bill. The county went 
Whig, Mildmay and Honeywood beating Middleton and Harvey by 
two to one. Colchester stood by its old member, but Shaw's place 
was filled by a Tory, Sir Waiter Clarges. The Speaker (Sir Ed. 
Seymour) chosen by the Commons was unpalatable to the king, and 
he refused to confirm hi s election. The veteran constitutionalist 
spoke strongly, despite his fourscore years, and openly derided the 
idea of the royal consent being more than a form, but ultimately 
the Commons yielded. Having passed the Habeas Corpus Act 
after a session of only two months, Parliament was dissolved. A 
new Parliament, elected in the autumn of I679, Grimston and 
Clarges being again returned, was summoned to meet in October, 
I 68o, but only sat a few days and was dissolved. The fever roused 
by the pretended Popish plots was wearing itself out, and the 
dangers feared from the passing of the Exclusion Bill were seen to 
be greater than had been thought. In February, I68I, a new 
Parliament was elected, to meet at Oxford, that " home of lost 
causes and vanished faiths." I transcribe a contemporary account 
of this election, now in the Bodleian Library. · 

"The competitors were the Master of the Rolls and Sir Waiter 
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Clarges (son of Sir Thomas Clarges), who were form er burgesses ; 
and Samuel Reynolds Esquire (a gentleman lately put out of th e 
Commission of the Peace, and of the place of Captain of Horse in 
the M ilitia). Before the election there was great confidence that Sir 
Waiter would carry it against Mr. Reynolds: but it being discovered 
that Sir ·waiter had voted for the D.(uke) of Y.( ork) they generally 
declined him ; notwithstanding he being kinsman to the D uke of 
Albemarle, who is our Lord Lieutenant and Recorder ; and had 
also tbe ass istance of almost all our Mag istrates. The numbers 
upon casting up the Books were thus : for tbc Master of the Rolls<; 18, 
for Mr. Reynold s 308, and for Sir \V al ter 2 r 8. And it is the more 
observable that the election was thus can ied, "hen Mr. Reynold,, 
though he was a Justice of the Peace at the elect ion of the last 
Parliament, did then, in a contest with Sir Waiter, poll but about 
130, when Sir Waiter polled about 290. Our Mayor manifested 
himself in the whole proceedings inclinable to Sir Waiter, and call­
ing for the officers of the town that he knew were aga inst Mr. 
Reynolds to come to the Poll, and did frequ ently trea t tho5e that 
offered themselves for Mr. Rey nolds with reproachful language, 
and put queries upon several of the electors; and, however, 
after it appeared that Mr. Reynolds had carri ed it by 56 
undoubted voices, upon whom he had pu t no queri es, he 
refused to proclaim the election of the Master of the Rolls and 
Mr. Reynolds, and said he would consider it till Monday next ; 
when we doubt not but he will remember hi s duty, and seal the 
indentures of the election, in hopes, to prevent Serjeant Topham's con­
ducting him to Oxford." Then follows an Address to the Members, 
too long for insertion, and the two pages fin ish : " And so the day 
was ended to the general satisfaction of the town "-which is more 
than can be said of any other election before or since. 

The careers oi Sir "\V alter Clarges and Samuel Reynolds belong 
more properly to the period of the Revolution in r688, and may well 
be left over, lest the limits of this paper should be unduly extended. 
The Parliament lasted but a few days, the violence of the Whigs 
gave the king his opportunity, and he suddenly dissolved, followin g 
up with the arrest of Shaftesbury, who, on hi s acquittal by a 
London jury, fled to Holland and died there. 

Well may the closing years of our great representative Si r 
Harbottle Grimston have been embittered by the outburst of frantic 
loyalty which followed, when the nation, in its recoil from the 
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concocted plots and selfi sh schemes of the Whigs, went for a time 
to th e opposite extreme-the Chu rch solemnly declaring for passive 
obedience, and the corporat ions hurrying to surrender their charters; 
while a!'! that the Long Parliament of 164o had st ruggled for and 
obtained seemed about to be lost in a paroxysm of sycophancy. 

"But what their ca re be:tuealeJ us, our madness flun g away ; 
All the ripe fruit of threescore years was blighted in a day," 

might have been his lament when on Dec. 13th, 1683, he died at his 
seat of Gorhambury. H e was buried in the church of St. Michael at 
St. Albans His only son, Samuel, M.P. for St. Alban s, d ied s.p. 
in r 700, and the es tates passed to his nephew, one of the Luckyn 
fam il y, who assumed th e surname of Gr imston, and from whom 
the present Earl of Verulam is descended. \Veil may we 
cherish the memory of the Master of the Roll s as that of a patriotic, 
consistent, and loyal statesman, who in a time of excess avoided 
both extremes and had the courage to refu se to support arbitrary 
power whether under th e Great Protector or the Merry Monarch. 

ON SOME BRASSES IN THE CHURCHES 
OF GREAT BROMLEY, COLD NOR­
TON, SHOPLAND, STEBBING, AND 
WENDEN LOFTS, ESSEX. 

BY MlLLER C[[ RISTY AND W. W. PORTEOUS. 

IN what follows, we con tinue our ser ies of articles on some of th e 
more interesting Monumental Brasse3 appear ing in the County. 

GREAT BROMLEY. - Effi,!iY of /Filliam lJj·sclzop!on, Priest, beneath 
fine (mutilrlted) Canopy, wit!t foot !eg~nd (mutilated) beariug four 
verses. Date I 432. At tl1e East end of t!te South Aisle. 

This is a fine l::trgc figu re of a Priest in Euchar ist ic Vest­
ments, beneath a handsome single-arched Canopy. It is one of 
the best brasses of its kind in the county, and th ere is no other 
Essex brass in commemoration of a P riest wh ich bea rs more 
than a remote resemblance to it. The two which approach it most 
nearly in point of date are .those at Little E aston (about 1420) and 
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Saffron Walden (about r 400 ), 

but these are very inferior in 
point of size and pretension. 
Tbat to William Kirkaby 
(1458) at Theydon Garnon is 
of about equal size, but is 
nearly thirty years later and 
in every other way widely 
different. 

The eff-igy (38 inches in 
height) represents the priest 
attired in alb with apparels 
at the cuffs and the foot; 
chasuble, amice, stole, and 
maniple. Th e ornamental 
des ign upon the amice and 
the apparels of the alb is 
similar, and consists of what 
appears to be a conventional 
representation of a large­
centred seven-petalled flower, 
possibly a rose. The stole 
and the maniple (both of 
which contract in width from 
the fringed ends) are also 
ornamented with a design 
which is identical in each 
case, and consists of a sort 
of zig-zag pattern, dividing the 
entire surface into equilateral 
triangles, placed side by side, 
base to apex. The sleeves of 
an under-garment are seen at 
the wrists, and the hair is 
waved. A narrow scroll, about 
r -fr inch in width, proceeding 

from the mouth bears 
----. the inscription : kfater 

--,----- ..... dei memento mei (Mother 

HRASS TO \I'ILL!AM lJYSCHOPTON (DATE 143 2) I N 
GREAT BRO~lLEY CHU RCH, ESSEX. 

of God, remember me). 



BRASSES I N ESSEX CHU I~CHES . 215 

The single-arched canopy, though somewhat narrow, is of excel­
lent design, and must have been, when perfect, an elegant piece of 
workmanship of its kind ; but, unfortunately, the two lateral pinnacles 
and the finial of the central arch have long been missing. They 
have been restored in the accompanying figure. Originally, the 
entire canopy must have been about 5 feet 6 inches in height (of 
which the sle .:l~ er side-shafts formed 3 feet 8 inches); but the upper­
most 6 inches or thereabouts of the finial are now gone, as stated 
above. The inner arch is cusped; the outer, crocketted ; while the 
spandrils are filled with elegant tracery. 

The inscription-plate below the figure (originally 2 7 by 2! 
inches, but of which the sinister 7t inches a re missing) is thus 
inscribed: 

Quisquis ens qui transieris sta perlege plora: 
Sum quod eris [ ]. 

Es testis xpe quod non iacet hie lapis iste : 
Corpus ut ormtur [ ]. *:' 

Immediately below the above, there has been a smaller plate 
(r5 inches long hy r inch deep), now lost, which may have borne 
the name of the deceased and the date of his death. Haines givest 
both, as we have stated them above, from some extraneous source; but 
he does not state his authority, and we have been unable to trace it. 

Newcourt stateq that William Byschopton was rec tor of Great 
Bromley, where he succeeded Edmund Godfray and was himself 
succeeded, on December 6th 1432, after his death, by William 
H elrigge. § 

The Rev. C. Boutell has given 11 an excellent figure of the effigy, 
but without either the canopy, the scroll, or the inscription. ~ 

CoLD N ORTON.-Effigy of a Lady (name unknown ). I nscription, 
etc., lost. Date about 1520. In tlze Nave. 

This brass is not mentioned in Haines's well-known catal?.g!Je, . 
which is the chief reason for describing it here. In design, it is 
fully characteristic of the period to which it belongs, and there are 

• \Ve g ive no translat ion of th is inscription, as the missing words render its meaning obscure. 
t .111onumeutal .Brasses, p. 54· 
t Repertorium, vol. ii, p. 97· 
§Accord ing to " 'right (History of Essex, vol. ii, p. 294) a John Bishopston held the manor 

of l\lark H all in Latton in 1375, when it was conveyed from him to \Villiam Berland and his 
heirs, together with th e Fair of Latton and other lands and tenements in the Hundred of H arlow. 

11 Tlte Monumentht B1-asses of Engla1ul (Lond ., roy. 8vo, r84g). 
~From the manner in wh ich Boutell refers to the inscriptions, one may infer that Lhey existed 

when he wrote. 
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in the county many other brasses which are very similar to it, among 
which we may mention tbo~e to Agnes F ytche (ISI4) at Lindsell, 
and Alice and Mary, wives of John Beriff (rsz r), at Brightlingsea. 

BH ASS TO A L ADY ( NA /. IE !1N­
K1\0\\"N j DATE A BO: I I" lj20 ) P I 
COJ.Il NORT0 :-1 C HI II~C H , ESS EX. 

The present brass was, with other 
monum ents, remoyed from the old 
parish church, which had become 
ruinous, to the present church, which 

was buil t in 1853· 
The effigy (which is r8i inches in 

height) represents a figure of a lady 
having a half-turn to the right. She 
wears a long pla in ·gown, falling to the 
ground, cut square at the neck, a nd 
loosely confined at the waist by a broad 
girdle, worked with a kind of zig-zag 
pattern and having a long end which 
hangs down to her feet, where it 
term inates in a large heavy-looking 
ornamental design. The sleeves, which 
are fairly tight, are turned back at the 
wrists into large fur-trimmed cuffs. 
She wears the ugly pedimental or 
"kennel" head- dress and equally 
ugly broad round-toed shoes of the 
period. 

Both in design and execution, thi s 
brass can only be pronounced bad. 
The figure stands in an uncomfortable­
looking position, and the fall of the 
draperies Jacks any approach to 
elegance, while the lines are heavily 
and roughly engraved, the representa­
tion of the features and of the hands 
being especially execrable. The brass 
is, in fact, a fair sample of the work 
done in the period when the art 

of engraving monument al brasses fell , apparently, to its lowest 
ebu. 

As to whom the effi gy was intended to represent, it is impossible 
no w to ·do more than surmise, in the absen ce of the inscription 
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and the shields of arms which probably once accompanied the 
figure. 

Mr. Chancellor has surmised '-" that the figure represents Maude, 
wife of Robert Cammocke, who died on September 23rd, 1599, and 
was buried in Cold Norton Church on the 25th of the same month. 
An inscription plate to her memory, together with two shields of 
arms belonging to her brass, still remain, having been brought from 
the old church; but we think thi s suggestion untenable, as the brass 
belongs, we believe, unquestionably to the beginning, rather than to 
the end, of the sixteenth century. 

lt is not unlikel y that the effigy may represent one of the wives 
of Sir John Browne (son of John Brown e, of O::tkham, Rutland · 
shire), who was Lord Mayor of London in 1480 and died in 1497, 
holding the manor of Cold Norton . He married, firstly, Alice, 
daughter of Sir J ohn Swinsted, and, secondly, An ne, daughter of 
- Belwood, Esquire. This, however, is a mere surmise. 

SHOPLAND .- Effigy (mutilated) of Thomas Stape!, Serjeant-at-Anns. 
Date 1371 - 2. Marginal imcrip tion lost. I n lite Nave. 

All that now remains of this once-fine brass is the upper two­
thirds of the fi gure ; but the portion that remains corresponds so 
closely with the brass tu Sir John d'Argentine ( r 382 ), at Horse· 
heath, Cambridgeshire, fi gured by Macklin, t that it is possible to 
obtain a fairly-clear idea as to what the complete design was 
originall y like. 

Unfortunately, a large part, even of the portion that remains, is, 
and for many years has been, coverep with boarding. Until now, 
the only portion of the brass known has b een the upper portion, 
down to the level of the elbows, which has always been exposed. 
This portion was etched for the Antiquarian Etching Club in r8so, 
by the late Mr. H. W. King+; and, when Haines wrote, in r 86o, he 
was unable to give any information as to the lower portion of the 
effigy. On a recent visit to the church, however, we were able, by 
the kind permission of one of the churchwardens, to raise some 
of the boards, when we ascertained that the effigy (which we had 
hoped to find perfect) was mutil ated, there being no more hidden 
tha n th ere was exposed ; while, even of the portion remaining, a 

• Sejm lcltral M onu.mt nls of E .fsc.1-· , p. z83. 
1 J11onumt'JI /a l Brtu~·es, by th e H.ev. H .· \ ·V . . Mn ckli n , l~. A . (J.om: on, Cl". 8vo , t89o), p. s9. 
! Pul•licalions of tlte Club, vol. ii ( t8so), p' . ::: f . 
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REMAINS OF BRASS TO THOMAS STAPEL 
(DATE 1 372) IN SHOI' LAND CHURCH, ESSEX, 

considerable part ( the 
waist) was inaccessible, be­
ing covered by a floorin g­
joist, which could not be 
removed. 

' Ve were able, however, 
to ascertain that the knight 
is represented as wearing 
bascinet, camail (laced to 
the bascinet), mail sh irt 
(seen at the armpits and 
below the escalloped lower 
edge of the ti ght -fitting 
jupon), epaulieres, coutes 
with roundels, gauntlets, 
cuisses (covered with 
pourpointrie work - i.e., 
pieces of coloured satin 
sewn with metal studs), 
genouillieres, jambs, sol­
lerets, and rowel spurs, 
while a broad ornamented 
bawdric sustains a sword 
at his left side. At his 
feet (now lost) was repre­
sented, without doubt, a 
crouching lion. T he fi gure, 
in fact, has been a very 
excellent example of the 
style of armour worn dur­
ing what has been called 
the Camail Period. In 
our fi gure, the portion of 
the waist that is covered 
by a flooring-joist has had 
to be restored. 

The effigy, as may be 
gathered from the matrix 
in the stone, was originally 
surmounted by a crock-
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etted ogee canopy, with foliated finial. This was, in its turn, sur­
rounded by a narrow brass fillet, bearing the inscription given 
hereafter. At the top, within the fillet, were two shields of arms. 
The whole of these accessories, together with the lower portions of 
the effigy, were long since reaved. 

Weever has preserved for us the wording of the marginal inscrip­
tion (now lost) in old Norman-French, which existed in his time 
( 163 r ), and which he says read as follows*: "Tlzo. Stapel, iadis Seriant 
d'Arm<s nostre S~i[jneur le Roi, qi morust le seam de iour de JJi!ars, l'An 
de Gras J)!fil. CCC.L.XXI, gist ici. Dieu de s'alme eit mercy. Amen" 
(Thomas Stapel, formerly Serjeant-at-Armes to our Lord the King, 
who died the second day of March I371[-7z), rests here. God have 
mercy on his soul. Amen). 

As Weever speakst of a tomb, it is probable that, in his day, 
the brass lay upon a fine altar-tomb, and not upon the church floor, 
as now. He says: 

"In Shopland, . . . there is one most beautifull Monument in 
the Church, made to the memory of one Sta;ble, a Sergeant at Armes 
to King Ed[ward] the Third, which gaue in his Shield a Salter mixt 
with Staples ; which, in colours, with other Scutcheons, remaine in 
the North windowes. His tom be is thus inscribed : [see above)." 

Morant, who traces in great detail the descent of the Manor of 
Shopland from the year r 289, gives t some account of this Thomas 
Staple (or de Stapel), who, it seems, married Margaret or Margery, 
daughter of Robert Lord Fitzwalter, who held the manor. They two 
held a moiety of the manor in her right, together with other lands in 
the parishes of Prittlewell, Hadleigh, Rawreth, Great Wakering, 
Canewdon, and elsewhere. Beside being Sergeant-at-Arms to King 
Edward Ill, Thomas Staple, or de Stapel, held for life the Bailey­
ship of Rochford Hundred, paying therefor the sum of £23 into the 
Exchequer annually. § On his death in 1372, he was succeeded by 
his son Richard, who apparently died childless. His widow after­
wards married Sir John Chanceaux, and, at the time of her death, in 
r 389, still held much of the property in her own right. 

We have still remaining in the county two other brasses which 
approximate pretty closely to that under consideration-namely, 

*Ancient Fvnerall J11onu.ments (London, fo., I631), p. 655; see also Salmon's History f1/ 
Essex (London, fo. , 174o), p. 376, and Moram's History of' Essex (London, fo., 1768), vol. 1, 
p .311, n. K. 

t L oc. cit. 
:t: History of Essex, vol . i, pp. 309-310 · 
§ Op. cit ., vol, i, p. 268. 
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those to Sir Ralph de K nevynton 
(1370) at Aveley and Sir J ohn De 
la Pole (about r 3 70) at Chrishall. 
That to Sir Robert Swinborne 
(1391) in Little Horkesly Church 
is also very similar. 

STEBBING.- li;ffigy of a Widow 
Lady (name u1tlmow n). 
Inscription lost. Date 
a!Jolll r 390. I n the JVortlt 

Aisle. 

We have here a remarkably­
large and unusually-fine effigy 
of a widow, whose name, owing 
to the loss of the inscription­
plate, is unknown. It is by far 
the finest and earliest example of 
its kind in the county. Other 
fine Essex examples of brasses of 
widows are those to Idonea Lady 
Bourchier (r4o9) at Halstead; 
lsabel Langham (r462) at Little 
Chesterford ; Lady Catherine 
P yrton ( rsor) at Little Bentley'; 
and a Lady (name unknown ; 
about r 540) at Brightlingsea. 

The effigy in q uestion (which 
is almost exactly four feet in 
height) represents the lady wear­
ing a wimple or gorget drawn 
tightly round the face, covering 
the forehead, the cheeks, and 
the chin. Over her head, she 
wears a veil or coverch ef, with 
waved edges, which almost con-
ceals the forehead and falls upon 
the shoulders. H er ki rtle has 

BR ASS T O A \\ ' I IlO\\' L AIJ \' (11,\ME LIN K NOII'N; tight-fttting sleeves, which reach 
;II ;Q UT .r yp) I N 5' 1 EI; lll :-<t; C ll U RCII 1 ESSEX . 
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as far as the fingers, but appear to be buttonless. The· sleeves of 
the cote·hardi, which are perfectly phiin and full er (though by no 
means loose), reach only to the wri sts. O ver all is worn a long 
outer mantle, fa lling completely to the ground, and fas tened a t the 
chest by a cord, the tasselled ends of which fall to the level of the 
kn ees, b ut the fasten ings themselves are concealed by the corners of 
·the coverchef. At her feet (as is oft en the case on brasses of the 
per iod), a tiny toy-terrier or lap-dog, with a heavily-belied collar, 

reclines up un the folds of her gown. 
It is possil.Jie that the effigy was intended to represent Marga1 et 

(de P ercy) wife of Henry de Ferrers. H e died in r3 71, holding th e 
manor of Stebbing, one-third of which his wife (who survived him) 
held as part of her dowry, '~< but this is mere guess-work. 

This brass, though mentioned by H aines, seems to have been, 
until recently, concealed by floorin g, as it is no t mentioned by 
Buckler and others who have described the church. 

VVENDEN LOFTS.-Effigies of Wz'l!iam L ucas a11d Catheri11e !tis wife, 
witlt f•u r Sons (tlze eldest an Abbot), four D rwglders, I n­
scriptio?L, a11d two Scrolls. ."Jizield of arms lost. Undated 
[about 1460]. In tlze Nave. 

This is an interesting brass of a somewhat un common kind . All 
its component parts, except the shield, are still in situ, and are in 
good condition. 

The effigy of the man (which is 14! inches in height) represents 
him wearin g a short gown, reaching only to the ankles. It is girt at 
the wai st, and is thrown open slightly at th e bottom in front. T he 
lower edge is trimmed with fur, as is also the neck. The sleeves 
are very full , though tight at the wrists, where they are trimmed with 
fur. They show a decided set-o ff a t the shoulders, wh ich is 
unusual. His shoes are very pointed at the toes, and are all of one 
piece with hi s hose. The hair is cropped short. The scroll pro­
ceeding from his mouth bears the inscri ption: I/ul ji!i D ei miserere 
mei (Jesus, Son of God, have mercy on me). 

The effigy of the wife (which is r4 inches in height) represents 
her wearing a long gown falling to the ground, g irt at the breast by 
a broad plain band, and slightly open and turned back a t the neck, 
where it appears to be trimmed with fur. The sleeves, which are 
full, are tight at th e wrists, where th ey are trimmed with fur, much 

• i\ [ora!ll 's History o/ Essex . YOI. ii , p. 44· 
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as are those of her husband. She wears upon her head a veil or 
coverchef, falling to the shoulders. The scroll proceeding from her 

BRASS TO W !LLIAM L UCAS AND \VJFE (ABO UT 1460) IN WENDEN LOFTS 

CH U RCH , E SS EX. 

mouth bears the inscription : Sancta Maria ora j1·o nobis (Holy 
Mary, pray for us). 
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Immediately below the principal effigies, and on a plate measuring 
19i inches by 3 inches, is the inscription, which reads thus: Hlc 
£acent J!Villfiis Lucas Et Katerina "V.,"Cor eius. Qu01'U7JI animabus 
p'picietur D eus. A men (Here lie William Lucas and Katherine his 
wife, on whose souls God have mercy. Amen). 

The four sons (who are placed below their father) are all half­
turned to the left, and are engraved upon a plate measuring about 6 
inches in length. The eldest (i.e., the one furthest to the left) is 
represented in the garb of an Abbot. His height is 6i inches, and 
he is represented as wearing a jewelled mitre, together with vest­
ments consisting of a mice, alb, chasuble, and dalmatic- the latter 
fringed at the bottom. In his left hand, he holds a pastoral staff, 
having a trefoil, slipped, in the crook. His right hand is uplifted in 
th e act of bestowing the Benediction, and displays a large jewel on 
the back of his glove. 

The Rev. Wm. Cole, who visited the church on March qth, 
1746- 7, and described this brass (of which he gives a rough sketch) 
in his voluminous manuscripts,'' says : "As there never was a Prelate 
of that name of Lucas, except John Lucas, who was Lord Abbot of 
Waltham about 1460 j· and who died in 147 5, this determines it to 
be meant for him. In all probability, therefore, this was his native 
place. This account, I sent to my friend Browne Willis Esq." 
This view seems to have been accepted by the editors of D ugdale's 
Monastico11, t by Manning, !! and by Haines§; and \~e can see no 
reason to reject it, though there seems to be no proof of its correctness. 

The remaining three sons (who range from 6 inches to si inches 
in height) wear a costume exactly similar to that of their father, 
except that it lacks the fur trimming at the bottom. 

Although it is not common for one of the sons in a group to be 
thus represented in a distinctive costume, different from that of his 
brothers, not a few other instances might be cited. The only one 
in this county which we can call to mind occurs, curiously enough, in 
the adjacent parish of Clavering, where, on the brass to - Songar (?) 
Esquire and his wife (about 148o), the eldest of the four sons is 
represented as a priest. 

* Brit. 111us. A dd . J11SS. (5836), vol. xxxv, ff. 27·28. 
t See Fanner's 1-fistory of fValilutm A bbey (r 737), p. ro4, nnd Du gd:1le·s Jl1mwstlcon (ed. 

I83o), vol. vi, p. sB n). Haines (Monumen taL JJrasses, p. lxx iv) says he succeeded in 1437, which 
seems hardly probable. 

t D ugdale·s Jlf ouasticon (eel. r83o), vol. vi, p. s8 n . 
ll List of t ile llfonumenta l Bra sses 1·emaining £n. E ngland [By C. R. lVIanning], (Land. , Svo, 

1846), p. 92. 
§ Op. cit., p. lxx iv. 
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- The four daughters (who are placed below the effigy of their 
mother, and have each a half-turn to the right) are engraved 
on a single plate about 5~ inches in length and range in height 
from 6-:\- inches to 6 inches. All of them wear a costume 
exactly similar to that of their mother, except that the eldest 
(i.e., that on the extreme right) wears the "horned " head-dress with 
up-lifted vei l-a later development of the simple veil head-dress 
worn by her mother -:<; while her three younger sisters are shown 
without" the coverchef, though their hair is otherwise dressed in 
exactly the same way as hers, namel y, in two large rolls, enclosed in 
nets, and placed on each side of the top of the head. 

Above the figures there ha s been a shield of arms, which was 
missing in 1747, when Cole visited the church. 

Although the composition as a whole is fairly good, the engrav­
ing is in places somewhat slovenly, especially in the faces of some 
of _the sons and daughters. 

It will be observed that the inscription mentions no date what­
ever, an omission which is very unusual. It may be that the whole 
brass was engraved and laid down during the lifetimes of the persons 
commemorated, as was sometimes done ; but, in this case, one 
would expect to see a blank space left in which the date of death 
could be afterwards engraved-a not-infrequent practice. Or it may 
be that there was once another inscription, now lost, either on a 
rectangular plate or on a marginal fillet ; but the Rev. H. Brabant 
Smith, rector of Wenden Lofts with E lmdon (to whom we are 
indebted for assistance) informs us that the stone is so worn that 
it is now impossible to ascertain whether this was so or not. 

We take .this opportunity of stating that the foregoing article, 
together with the others of a similar nature which have preceded 
it, are intended as an instalment of our intended work on The 
Monumental Brasses of Essex , upon which we have long been 
engaged ; and that, with that end in view, we shall welcome any 
additions or corrections which any of our readers can send us. 

*The costume of the eldest daughter closely resembles that of several other e ffi g ies of ladies 
of the same period still remaining in E ssex: for instance, the lady (? wife of John Le Hunt, c . 
1440) at Ashen (EssEx REVIEW, iii, p. 12oj; Isabella D oreward (c. 1430) at Backing ; and Cristina 
Bray (q2o) at Felstead . \Vhether or not the difference between her costume and that of her 
sisters indicates that she was married , while they were unmarried, we cannot say . 
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ON THE BURIAL OF 
WELL'S SON AT 

OLIVER CROM­
FELSTEAD. 

DV JOHN FRENCH. 

IN T HE EssEx REVIEW, vol. ii , p. r 24, Mr. Sperling had a note on 
the above subject, in which two grave errors occurred. One 

substitu ting the date r623 for 1639, and another asserting that the 
Robert Cromwell there mentioned must have been the son of Sir 
Oli ver Cromwell, of H inchinbrook. In refutation of thi s, by the 
kind permission of Mr. Cox, the vicar of Felstead, I was allowed to 
examine the parish register and take notes. Subsequently I found 
that Mr. Sperl ing (E.R., iii, 209) had corrected his date (also by a 
personal inspection) and had otherwise quali fi ed hi s statement as to 
the paternity of the R obert Cromwell therein mentioned. Mr. 
Sperling, however, still hints at difficulties, and as the paper I had 
written goes in part towards removing thos~. difficulties I beg to 
submit it with thi s preliminary explanation. 

T he early Register of Felstead is in three bound volumes of parch­
ment endorsed on the covers as follows: 

F irst Volume : 

Second Volume : 

Third Volume: 

B~.pt i sm s , rs ss to I62g. 
Marriages, rsss to I 64.1. 
Burial s, 1558 to 1636. 

Book 3rd contains­
Marriages from 1695 lo 172 3, 
Buria ls, 1636 -­
Baptisms, r63o 

Buria ls, 1678 to 1789. 

T hese endorsements in part are of comparatively recent date. 
The first volume commences thus: 

Ba ptizmfes from y' yere of our lord god 
one thousand fyve hundredth fyftie and 

eyg hl begin ning the yere from the 
x xx'h of March . 

I n the yere of our lord r ss S. 

T here is no gap of any magnitude ti ll about the year 1641. 
F rom then till 1678 the burials are all miss ing, and from the same 
year to r 695 the marriages are also absent. T he endorsement 
" Book 3rd " on the second volume may possibly point to a missing 
book in which these were kept. The baptisms are continuous 
throughout. 

p 
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Parish Registers, I believe, were not kept until the beginning 
of the sixteenth century, and we may, therefore, regard this as a 
tolerably perfect specimen. Although the bindings are now good, 
and there are no loose leaves, this has not always been the case. 1\ 

leaf which should have been at the end of Volume I has been 
bound up in Volume II, as wi ll be presently stated. The caligraphy 
is curious, and divides itself naturally into two periods. One from 
the commencement down to the death of the vicar, about r64r. In 
this there is a transition from Old Engli sh to a much more modern 
style, but the general character partakes of the older type, and much 
resembles what is known as lawyer's "engrossing " hand. That 
period is represented in Latin by its latest contributor, R ev. Samuel 
vVharton, who was, during twenty-seven years, a most exact man and 
a representative of the older school. 

The second period commences about r68o, and retains the long 
" S " and a few other points characteristic of the earlier, but in 
other respects has completely altered. The compact sentences now 
go sprawling at all manner of angles, and a kind of florid tameness, 
if one may use the simile, has set in. Latin is now discarded, •and 
the literary style is of the flattest and worst, and it scarcely appears 
to improve through the eighteenth century. Paper superseded 
parchment in the year T 814. 

T he entry with which we are now concerned occurs on the very 
leaf which has been bound up erroneously in Vol. IL The leaf is 
interpolated between the baptisms of r696 and the marriages of 
1695 to 1698. The explanation is very easy. T hat leaf was the 
final one of the first volume, and, indeed, the last record of deaths 
for many a year. It is wh olly written in the vicar's hand, and is th e 
last of a series of such. E very entry made by that vicar was 
attested at the end of each year by his signature-" Sam uel Whar­
ton "-and by two other persons described as "Guardiani," presum­
ably Churchwardens. This excel lent custom of his has placed all 
his entries beyond the shadow of suspicion. The leaf in quest ion 
commences r636, and fin ishes abruptly "zo die July " r64r, and 
what then remains of the page is blank. 

Under head 1639, in due consecutive order occurs the follow­
ing:-

Robertus Cromwell filius honorandi viri l\{ li• Oli veri s C romwell e t Eli zabetha) 
uxori s ejus sepul t us fuit 31° di e Ma ii. E t R obertus [ui t ex imie pi us juve ni s deum 
timens supra multos. 
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Except the period at the end of "Mai i, '' there is no attempt at 
punctuation. 

The word "Mti'," which Carlyle renders "Militis," is the stum­
bling block with Mr. Sperling, and I am afraid must so remain.* It 
is clear there is no justification for its use in this case, but it was 
a very easy th ing for the vicar to have made a mistake. All, 
presumably, that he knew of Oliver Cromwell was that he 
was well connected and had married into a good family­
Sir J. Bourchiers, at Felstead-with whom he was probably on 
familiar term,, and the vicar might therefore have thought him 
entitled to a prefix through a mingling of names which had probably 
been discussed in hi s presence. Anyone reading what Carlyle has 
to s:ty of those Cromwells of Hinchinbrook will see that a mistake 
might easily have occurred. We may, however, add that there 
appears to have been no "Sir Oliver" at that time available to 
sati sfy the theory originally propounded by Mr. Sperling. 

In further corrobora tion of the identity of this entry with the real 
son of the P rotector somewhat remains to be said. Oliver 
Cromwell was known to have had a son Robert, who was baptized 
on October 13th, r6zr, and who, in r 639, would have been in his 
eighteenth year. "Robertus" is described hy the vicar as a youth, 
" juveni s," which will bring that item into agreement. Cromwell is 
also known to have sent his other boys to Felstead School, and there 
is therefore no reason for except ing the eldest. There is also the voice 
of tradition which, however uncertain in detail, cannot be denied a 
substratum of fact. Traditions at Fel;tead, which are in themselves 
interesting, connect Oliver Cromwell with" Grandcourts " (Bourchiers 
P lace), wi th Felstead School, and with Felstead CHURCH. The 
conservators of these trad itions have been the peasantry exclusively, 
who have no fa culty of invention. 

According to Mr. Sperling, the place of sepulture was near the 
church porch, and I do not think it admits of a doubt. I was told 
by an old resident many years ago that he well recollected the 
headstone on the left side of the porch with the name "Cromwell" 
on it. T his was in the early years of this century. 

To sum up, we may say that very much that is ordinar il y accepted 
as authentic in family matters extending back over a much shorter 
peri od does not rest on so firm a foundation as does the identifi­
cat ion of this lad with the entry in the Pari sh R egister. 

* In \Vrig ht's ffis /OJJ' fJ/ Essex, ii , 57, the following translation is g iven: "Robert Crom· 
well , son of that honourable and gallant hero Oliver Cromwell and El izabeth his wife, etc." 
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NOTES AND QUERIES. 
Robert Mott, Bellfounder (E. R., v, 124).- This founder 

established and brought into high reputation the well-known White­
chapel foundry which, under the style of "Mears and Stain bank," 
still turns out year by year many Church Bells, in all respects 
admirable. We find Robert Mot settl ed in the then country parish 
of St. Mary Matfelon, Whitechapel, about 1570; he sold his 
business in r6o6 to Joseph Carter of Reading, and apparently died 
not long after. He always spells his name on his bells with one t, 
but in the Churchwarden's accounts of St. Mary's, Lambeth 
(Stahlschmidt's Churclz B ells of Surrey, 173-!76), the name generally 
appears as Mote, Moet; or Moate, which suggests a pronunciation 
which would rhyme with "coat. " Mr. Stahlschmidt, from whose 
Churclz B ells of H ertjordslzi?·e I draw the materials for thi s note, 
writes as follows about Robert Mot (p. 43) : 

'Vho he was, and where he lea rn ed hi s trnde, is uncerta in . The name, 
however, is a Kenti sh one, and indica t ions a re not wanting that he was a na tive 
of Canterbury, and the son of one John Matt, who, at the time of the Reforma­
t ion, did a good stroke of busin ess in that city-buying up be ll-metal , organ­
pipes, old laten, etc., etc., the plunder of the monaste ri es and chu rches. If thi s be 
the case, R obert Mol may not im probably ha ve "served his time., to, and lea rned 
his trade from, William O ldfield, of Canterbury, be llfounder, who wa s casting 
bells before and during the R eformat ion period. 

It would not appear from this note that Mr. Stahlschmidt had 
any clear proof that the bell founder was son of John Mott and came 
from Canterbury. It seems at least as likely that he might be the 
son of Alderman Robert Mott of Colchester, and that his apprentice­
ship may have been passed under Richard Bowler, :Miles Graye's 
predecessor at the Colchester foundry. Can Mr. Golding, or some 
other Colchester antiquary, examine the early registers there ? One 
Thomas Motte, of Sidestrand, Norf., is assessed at xxs. iiijd. in 
wages in the subsidy roll of the 14u' Hen. viii (Rye's N ortlt Erping­
ltam, 436). John Motte was settled in the same Parish, 3rd Edw. vit\ 
and a branch of the family is still residing at Barningham, near 
Cromer. It would seem that there was a fairly wide dispersion of 
Motts in the east and south-east of England at the close of the 
sixteenth century. C. D E EDES, Brighton. 

Roman Inscriptions referring to Camulodunum and 
Colonia.- In your notice of Mr. Chalkley Gould's Site of 
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Camuloduttum in T HE E ssEx REVIEW (vol. iv, p. 269), you refer to 
the T abula Peutingeriana as a Roman map dating back to the first 
and second centuri es. It is supposed to be of the time of Theo­
dosius (335-395 ). We have proved that thi s Itineraria Picta is a 
forgery, discovered by Peutinger in 1525. I t is full of error, and not 
reliable. You then refer to the Vatican inscription o'f the second 
century. It is of the third century, and as an hi stori cal record 
should be preserved in the pages of T HE EssEx REVIEW. I 
the refore send you an exact copy of it. It was evidently the base of 
a statue ; it is 4 ft. 2 in . high, 2 ft. 9 in. wide, 2 ft. deep ; on one side 
is a vase in relief, on the other a patera or saucer for pouring 
oblations. It was found near the Ponte Nomentana which spans 
the Anio about three miles outside the Porta Pia, and is preserved 
in the Chiaramonti Gallery of the Vatican M useum, No. 124, 
Compartment 6. 

';'(;N , l\l VNAT r V~. M . F. l'.A L 

AVKELI VS. BASSVS 

l' IWC. AVG 

l' I~AEF , FA Il l{. l'HAEF. CO H Ill T 
S.·I G ITTA [{lOI< VI-1. l'l<A EF. COH. ITEK VI- l . 11 

AST VI<V"L CEN SlTOR . ClVTV'l 

l<O"A NORVM . CO LO N! AE . VI CTRl 

CENS lS. Q VAE. EST. lN. BRITTA NN TA 

CA MALODVN T, C VI~ATOR 

Vl.-IE. NOMENTA NAE. PA rRO N VS. EIVS DE II! 

' IV:"' ICTP!. FLA IIIE N. PERPETVS 

D VVM. VJRALl. POTESTAT E 

AEDlLI S. I>I CTATOl~. Ill !. 

li·fllrs!atioll : 

The son of J\larcus of the Munatia family, Palatina tribe, 
.'\urelius Bassus 

Proc urator t of August us. 
Prefect of Engin ee rs, Prefect of the 3rd regiment 

uf .\r chers . . -\t the same time Prefect of the 12nJ reg iment 
of Craftsmen . Assesso r of the Roman 

C iti zens of the colony of Victoria , 
which is in Brititin 

a t Colchester. Bai li ff 
of the N omentan Road. Patron of the same 

:\lunic ipality. Perpetual Priest. 
On e of the two suburb;lll surveyors, with 

Jictaloria l power, for the fourth lime. 

* Gn stands for gi..' II S 1 i\ 1. F. for son of !\ I arcus ; }Jal is the name of his tr ib:!. 
t The ~rd ~ohort of ar~hers was rai s ~...:d in th e is land of Crt!ta. An in s~,; ript i on found at 

IJra ct..:iano Ill Sept ember, 18g.:;, ~ peaks of the 3rd cohort o f Cret an archer;.;. 
~ The P roc urator of th e E n1pt!ror (the Aug ustus) was n collector of revenue , wh ich confl!rred 

th e rank of Eq uestrian Nobilit y and gave judic ial amhority ('f acitus , A ., 12 1 6o ; A.~r., 4; 
Sut! tonius Cbudius, 12). 
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In A.D. 43 Claudi us invaded Br itain , tak ing with h im the veterans 
of the XX Legion from Germany (T acitus, A. , r 4, 34), and with 
Aul ius Plautius took Camulodunum, Colchester, the royal residence 
of Cynobell inus (Dio Cassius, 6o, 21 ). In 49, a colony of veterans 
was foun ded at Colchester by Publius Ostorius (Ta citus, A ., r 2 , 32 ; 
A J; r., 14). I t was not fortifi ed (Tacitus A, 14, 31). I t appears 
that the veterans fo undi ng the colony were those of th e zoth Legion, 
called Valeria and Victrix (Dio Cassius, 55. 23), and so they named 
the new colony Victoria. T he tit le Valeria was probably deri ved 
from the wi fe of Claud ius, a daughter of Valerius l\l[essala ; they 
named their son Britannicus. Tacitus (A., q, 32) speaks of a 
statue of V ictory at Camulodu num ; and D io Cassius (62, 7) speaks 
of woods there consecrated to V ictory. 

It seems to me that Cam ulodunum, Colchester, was the Briti sh 
town, and that the R oman colony of Victoria was at Lexden H eath , 
probably at or near K ing Cole's ki tc hen. 

In 54 Claud ius died, was deified, and a temple erected to hi m at 
Colchester, which was stron g and regarded as a citadel (T acitus, A., 
14, 31, 2). Now, ifwe read the passages in Tacitus carefully, we 
shall see that the temple of Claudius was not in Colchester, but at 
the colony of V ictoria, i .e., Lexden H eath , three miles from 
Colchester. In 6 r the colony was destroyed in the revolt, and the 
temple taken after two days' siege (A ., 14, 32). This refers to the 
colony of Victoria, not to the town of Camulodunum. Boadicea 
would not have destroyed a Bri ti 'ib town. The town, Colchester, 
and the colony, Victoria, were retaken a nd restored, most proba l>ly 
by Petronius T urpi lian us (Taci tus, Agr., 16). T he Vatican inscri p · 
tion distinguishes one fro m the other : "The colony of Victoria at 
Colchester. " T . R ussELL FoR !l ES, Ph .D ., Rom e. 

Mott of Colchester.- ! have the following notes. Will. 
Motte, baili ff, rssr , rss 8; ·will. Motte, bail iff, r6o7, r627 ; Samuel 
Mott, mayor, r686, 1693 ; born 1632 (son of Robert), d ied r698, 
buried in St. Peter's ; a lso Francis de la Motte, the chief of the 
F lemish immigrants in 1570. GEo. RJCKWOOD, Colchester. 

Younge.-Is a nything recorded as to the lire of R. You nge 
of Roxwell ? He wrote many religious tracts from 1 640 to 166 5, 
some of wh ich passed th rough several ed it ions and are quaint 
enough. He styles himself R. Younge, of R oxwell in Essex, 
Florilegus. I. C. (~ou I.D, Loughton. 
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Vicars of Tillingham (E. R. , ii, I 59 ; iii , 7 s ).-At the first 
reference given a bove is a list of the vicars of Tillingham. I pointed 
out at E . R ., iii , 7 5, the omiss ion of J ohn lVIalden, who was vicar 
fr om 9th September, r 657, till his death, qth December, I666. I 
am. now able to give the name of another vicar, that of " Sir J ohn 
Newys," whose will - dated rst January, 1490, and proved shortly 
after- directs that hi s body be buried in the chauncell of St. N icholas 
Church, T yllyngham. I hope to give the will in full in the next 
number of the Archo:olo<~ical Transactions. 

HENRY C. MALDEN, Crowborough. 
Ancient Pottery at 

Southend - on- Se a.-A 
recent " find " at Southend 
of live ancient pots seems 
worthy of record, by reason 
of their comparatively perfect 
state of preservation and the 
unusual nature of their types. 
Found in th e hitherto undis­
turbed gravel of a new road 
(Bournemouth Park R oad), 
on a part of the late P orter's 
E state, they have passed into 
the possession of Phiiip 
Benton, E sq., author of A 
.History of tlte R ocliford 
H undred, who has inspected 
the place, and believes it to 

have been a burial ground. Nos. r, z, and 5 (as marked in the 
accompanying fi gure) appear to be of the U pchurch ware common 
to the ancient pottery of E ssex and the Thames E stuary. No. I , 
wh ich has a wavy line between two straight lines ornamenting its 
neck, was nearly full of bones, superstitiously buried in the original 
find er's garden. No. 2 has an unusual ornament of a band of slanted 
furrows. Nos. 3 and 4 are considered by Mr. Benton to be of Roman 
rather than early British make. No. 4 is of thick and heavy black ware, 
whil e No. 3- the most graceful and striking of the set- is of a light 
and fragil e ware, sla tish in colour.- YV ARW JCK D RAPER, Southend. 

Cheese-Making m Essex Three Hundred Years 
Ago.- It may not be generally known that Essex was, three 
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hundred years ago, noted for the production of "cheeses of extra­
ordinary bigness." The manufacture of these cheeses was carried 
on in the D engy Hundred. In view of the interest which is now 
being taken in the production of butter and cheese and in dairy­
farming generally in this county, the following extracts from ·Cam den's 
Britannia may be worth reproducing, and may be an incentive, in a 
small way, to still further progress by the farmers of to-day in this 
direction. In one place we read : 

Between these Bays [i.e., the Crouch and Bhckwater estuaries] li es 
Deugy-hundred, formerly Daunci11g; the grass here is excellent good, and well 
stocked with Caltel; but the air none of the healthiest. The only trade almost 
that's drove here consists in cheeses ; and mm milk the ewes, like WO/lUII in o ther 
places. '~'here are made those cheeses of an extraord inary bigness, whirh a re 
used as well in foreig n parts as in Enghnd, to satisfy the coa rse stomachs of 
husban.dmen and labourers. 

In another place, when speaking of Canvey Island, Camden 
aga in mentions the cheese made from ewe's milk. H e says: 

The river (Thames) open s itse lf, and divides the J sbnd of CoiiVCIIIIVJ (11 lti r h 
is the Cvunvs mentioned by Ptolemy) fro m the contin ent. This place ha th nu l 
yet quite lost its name, but is st ill ca ll 'd Can1'Cy. Jt run s along the Conlines of 
Essex for 5 miles together, from Leeglt to Hole-ha<•m ; some part of it belong ing Lo 
the Church of \Vestminister. But the ground is so extreme low, that 'tis very 
often a ll drowned, except a few of the hig hest hillocks, which in such a ca o;e se rve 
for a ret reat to the sheep. Of these the re are commonly fed four thousand in 
this I sland, the meat of which is of a very excellent taste. J have observed 
yo ung men with little stools under them milking them, as women in other places, 
and making cheese of Ewe's milk in the little dairy houses or huts built for that 
purpose, which they call Wtl:hes. 

By these two extracts it will be seen that the south-eastern corner 
of Essex was busily engaged in this then not uncommon trade in 
cheese made from the milk of ewes. It is evident also that the 
Essex farmers of those days-the days of "Good Queen Bess " and 
of the first J ames- were not slow to avail themselves of any means 
of turning an honest penny, and the facilities of water-carriage which 
they possessed allowed the1m to dispatch their produce to "foreign 
parts," and to meet the demand for an article which, though 
perhaps of a strong quality, must have possessed some good points 
to recommend it. Food is not so coarse nowadays, and Essex 
farmers, with all the modern appliances and knowledge of the 
subject which have been accumulated during the last three centuries 
at their disposal, ought not to be behind their forefathers in manu­
factur ing a cheese which would hold its own against any produced 
in the British Isles. Dairy-fanning in Essex, with its fine waterways, 
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railway facilities, and nearness to the greatest market in the world, 
ought to be successful, and no doubt will be if a little enterprise be 
exercised. The issue remains with the farmers themselves. 

It may be that some who read these lines may wonder why men 
did the milking and not women; and Camden himself lays special 
stress on this unusual state of things. P robably the reason will be 
found in what Defoe describes (a hundred and twenty years after 
Camden wrote his book) in his Tour thro' the E astern Counties in 
17 22 . He says that he frequently met men in the Dengy and 
Rochford Hundreds who had had from fi ve or six to fourteen or 
more wives. One farmer, who had married more than a dozen, 
informed him that the reason why he had taken so many to wi fe was 
that he himself and the other farmers in the district, who were well 

. seasoned to the marshes, always went to the uplands to procure a 
wife. That when they took the young lasses out of the wholesome, 
fresh air they were healthy and well ; "but when they came among 
the fogs and damps they presently changed their complexion, got an 
ague or two, and seldom held it above half a year, or a year at 
most ; and then," said he " we go to the uplands again and fetch 
another." If such had been the state of things in Camden's time 
also, men may well have been obliged to turn to and milk, for there 
would have been few women capable to do it for them. Happily, 
nowadays such a sorrowful state of things does not exist ; men do 
not have to marry ten or more wives, but are content to have one, 
who, though she may have come from the "uplands " to the 
"marshes," is none the worse for the change, for the unhealthy 
marshlands have all but disappeared, and, indeed, large and thriving 
villages are in many places built upon them, and the land is drained . 
Essex fa rm-wives are now in a position not only to do the milking 
for their husbands, but also to help them to make butter and cheese; 
and so in a measure to assist in tiding over the misfortunes conse­
quent upon bad harvests and agricultural di stress generally. 

GEO. E. T ASKER, Forest Gate. 

The Curfew at Harlow.-The sound of the old C urfew Bell was heard 
the other nig ht at St. Mat-y' s. It had not been run g for t he past ten years. The 
tones of the old be ll were a s full and melod ious as ever.-1-/er/s and Essex Observer, 
q , xii, 95 · 

Bishops of Colchester.-.-\ co rrespondent ll' ri tes : " In t he acco un t uf 
Bi shop Blomfield 's memorial in last week' s Couuly Cl1romde he is sty led the ftrst 
S uffragan Bishop of Colchester. As a ma tter of fa ct he had two predecessors, if 
not more. Newcourt (Rep. ii. 162) names, as one, \•Villiam More, who died 
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rector of \Vest Tilbury in IS+O; and, as another, John Sterne, vicar of 
\Vi tham, who was consecrated at Fulham on l\'o1·. 12th , 1592, and vacated 
both 1·icarage and bishopric on hi s death in 1607. An earl ier l'i car of vVitham 
had a lso acted as suffragan to the Bi shop of L ondon, by the sty le of Bishop of 
Lydda. in the Patr iarchate of J erusa lem. H e died in 1530."-Essex H erald, 
17 , xii , 95 · 

Sir George Lisle.-" Those of your readers who are interested in the story of 
Lucas and Lisle may like to know of ' the most humble peticion of Mary Lisle,' 
S ir George 's sister, presented to 'the King's most excellent Maje,ty,' at the 
commencemen t of 1662. I t' sheweth ... to your sacred Majestie the great losse 
of her father's estate, occasioned for his Loyalty to hi s la te Royal! Majest ie, her 
two brothers, Franci s and Sir George Lisle, the one sla ine at i\larston Ivl ore, the 
other barbarously murthered at Colchester, etc. ·. . That your peticioner is ye 
onl y person of ye afflicted fam ily surviving, and hath nothin g of inheritance but 
their miseries.'-Domestic State Papers, vol. xlix, No. 11 3. Th.e king granted the 
petitioner's prayer on Jan . 31st, 1662, assigning £2,ooo 'unto Mistress Mary 
Lisle, sister of Sir George Lisle, murthered for hi s Loyalty to our Royal! Fa ther of 
glorious memory ,' for 'the great suffe rings and em inent services of her father and 
her brothers.' l t will be observed that the phrase on the tombstone was in 
recogni sed use at the time.- J. I-J OIIA CE Ro uNv.''-Essex Standard, 16, xi, 95· 

An Essex Picture.-At Chr istie's, on June 15th , a small portra it, by Thomas 
Gai nsborough, of Mrs. Carr, bel ieved to be a member of a Colchester family , made 
£210. This picture was referred!o some years ago in The Essex County Standard 
when it was slated that probably thi s Mrs. Carr (whose identity had puzzled 
a good many criti cs) was a Miss ;\{aria Ri chardson, of St. Runwald's Pari sh , 
Colchester, who was born in 1731 , and who, about 1755 , married Samuel Carr, 
of Box ford, a village about five or six miles from Sudbury. Samuel Cnrr 
afte rwards removed to Colchester. His son married a Miss O li ver, of Sudbury. 
The Olivers and the Gainsboroughs were intimately acqua inted . This pa in tin g, 
thoug h a small and rather sketchy picture, has often excited the adm iration of 
criti cs on account of its magn ificent fl esh-painting a nd the natural and exq ui site 
pose of the head. The present purchaser (Mr. Colnaghi) may think him self 
fortunate, for in 187+ the portrait fetched £ +09 19s. lt was, in fa ct, the onl y 
Gainsborough so ld on Saturday which did not make an enhanced pri ce.- Esse." 
Standard, 22, vi, 95 · 

Loddard's Hill, Hazeleigh.-The highest point of the parish 
of Hazeleigh, on the boundary of Woodham Mortimer, where the 
new rectory house was built, is called, on the ordnance maps, 
Loddard's Hill. This district is now being re-surveyed, and there is 
authority for the spelling of Lollard's Hill. Can anyone supply a 
record of any follower of John Wycliffe, or of any fift eenth century 
martyr who suffered here under the Statute of Heretics? 

EDWARD A. F ITCH. 

Rome-land (E. R., iii, 212, 27 7 ; iv. 6o) .-I venture to think 
that those correspondents who have so kindly attempted to answer 
my query, may be on the wrong track. Is there not authority for 
the belief that "Rome-lanc\ " is a co rruption of "Rommc or Room-
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land, " a tit le given to lands immediately surrounding Abbeys, and 
usually in the occupation of the Monks; hence sty led " the Room 
or possession of the Abbey "? In Scotland, so late as the beginning 
of the seventeenth century, a farm or possession of land was called" a 
Romme or Room." This meaning is given to the word "Room " 
in the metri cal version of the 8oth Psalm in use in the Scotti sh 
Church, in the following lines : 

" .-\ vine from Egypt brought thou hast 
By thi ne outstre tched ha nd ; 

.'. nd tho u the hea then didst cast out , 
T o plan t it in their land. 

Before it thou a Room didst make, 
\\' here it might grow a nd sta nd, 

Thou causedst it dee p root to la ke, 
.\ncl it did fill the land. " 

EDi\IUND DuRRANT, Chelmsford. 

NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS. 

Memoirs of Sir Claude Champion de CrespiJ!.n)', Bart. Edited by 
GEORGE A. B. DEWAR. Pp. 371. Demy 8vo. London 
(Lawrence and Bullen ). 1896. Price r6s. 

This goodly volume gives Sir Claude de Crespigny's remin i­
scences as a steeplechaser of twenty-nine years standing, of his 
many adventures as a sailor, when in the Navy in his earl y days ; 
as a soldier, especially in India ; with much on pede,trianism, 
swimming, ballooning, hunting, shooting, and other sports, not 
omitting the gentle art of self defence. 

The P reface is contri buted by the Duke of Beaufort, who, 
after a characteristic anecdote, thus summarises the character of 
the author. " I consider him the pluckiest and hardest man I 
ever knew, full of kindness, most considerate to others, and most 
unselfish." The editor, Mr. George A. B. Dewar, in the Intro­
duction gives a short sketch of the families of Chaa1pion and De 
Crespigny, who left their home at Fonteney and settled in this 
country after the revocation of the E dict of Nan tes. 

Our author's steeplechasing exploits in Ireland and India, and 
in his own county at Childerditch, are racingly narrated ; we 
read how he won the " Indian Grand National," and can sympathise 
with the regret " onl y I wish I had not been denied winning the 
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Grand National. Once or twice I have seemed within measurable 
di stance of success, and each Lim e have been foil ed through an 
unexpected mishap." Although Si r Claude tells us he fe els to be 
gett ing an old fogey at thi s bu sines~, although only in hi s forty­
ninth ·year, we trust hi s wish to "still ride and win· a few more 
good races" may come true. ..-\s he truly says "to fall twice in a 
field of five an d yet win the race, is a thing one does not expect 
to do often in a life-ti me. O n May 3rd, r 888, I did so when 
riding Brown Tommy in the Essex and Suffolk Hunt Cup at 
Colchester" (p. 287). 

\Ve read of his dash into the Franco-Prussian war in 187o, with 
characteristic adventures as usual; canoeing e:-;periences in N ova 
Scotia and on the Thames; police-court incidents, practical jokes, 
and other escapades, and of his many pugilistic feats; once how he 
fought for an hour and twenty minutes with a broken fin ger. 

Fond of adventure, a ft er relating how, when out with the East 
Essex hound s, he successfully rode his mare over th e narrow fool ­
bridge across the lock al Springfield , jumping the st iles at each end, 
he tells us : " Most of us r ide for a fall now and then. What on 
earth is the use of going out hunting if one is going to ride only at 
obstacles which one is certain to surmount? Better to jog along 
the high-road, or better still walk" (p. 78). 

Many swimmin~ feats are referred to in the volume, such as hi s 
swimming one of the N ile rapid s, while volunteering in Egypt, and 
his feat on the Chesil beach ; also instances of saving life at Tarbet 
and Alresford Hard , and a gallant attempt to rescue a lad by 
repeatedly divi ng for the body in the Blackwater near Maldon, for 
which he was complimented by the jury a t the inquest. At p. 8o 
we read: 

On November 15th, t87 fi, in accordan ~e with the in struction s of the Duke of 
Ca mbr idge, the bronze medal of the Roya l Humane Society was presented to me 
at a full-dress parade of troops at \'Vinches ter. I cannot deny that the occaoion 
was a proud and happy one to me, though, of course, l was well aware that I did 
nothing more than any man worthy the name would do when I went in to the sea 
ai Li merick a.rter a drowning man. T hese thi ngs, in a slang phrase, are "all in 
the day's work"; only heart ily l wish f had had more opportuni ties of the kincl , 
as my \.Vest Inuian experiences have g iven me great confidence in the water . 

Nearly a ll varieties of sport are mentioned- cricket, racquets, 
yachting, shooting expeditions to Sp::tin and elsewhere, etc. ; 
refe rence is made to falconry and th e old Hawking Club ; many 
fox-hun ting experiences are related, with several bad falls, as usual, 
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and other incidents in which our author was often the hero. Space 
forbids us to quote more than one : 

c\ more unusua l reso rt of a hun ted fox, howe1·er , wa s witnessed by those o ut 
with the East E ssex a few years ago. In front of me l have a water-co lour 
illustrat ing thi s incident-the end of an excitin g ru n. The fox was found in a 
covert n ~ rth-west of my Essex house, C hampion Lodge, and, running un der our 
window, made for G old hanger Creek, on the 131ackwater, a rea l good point. T here 
l espied h im, crouching on a small sal tin g two hundred and fifty yards or there­
a bouts from the ri ver wall. O f course the ho unds could neither view nor wind 
him . 1 acco rJ ing lv swam out to hi s co ig n of vantage, with the whole pack after 
me. Finder, a big black a nd white stallion hound l had from Ja ck Fricker, wa s 
fir st up , and the two leading ho unds drown ed poor Charlie. [ at once proceeded 
to dive, and, after some rather exhausting struggles, recovered his carcass, which 
the hounds broke up on the salting . 

Politi cs do not appear to have been congenial to our author. He 
says (p. II s) : 

Upon settling down in Essex , one of th ~ fir st matters to which f turned my 
a tte ntion was, of a ll things in the world, pa rty poli tics ! Thi s was t he fir st (and 
r hope it may be the last) t ime in my life that f took any share in the dull ga me 
of politics . N ow:tdays, :>t any rate, it seem s to be pretty generally agreed, even 
amongst the combatant s, that pa rty warfare is so much " sound and fury , signify­
ing nothing ." Sir \Villiam .'\bdy was stand ing for the d ivision in which my house 
is situated, and l helped to canvass the di stri ct for hi m . Howerer, in sufferably 
dull as pa rty politics a re as a ru le, it chanced that there was a certain amount of 
sport in thi s particular election. 

The force Sir Claude "marshalled and commanded," is then 
described. Slight reference is made to his grandfather, Sir John 
Tyrell, who was for half a century so prominent a figure in Essex 
politics. The famous Long Pole Wellesley, who afterwards became 
Lord Mornington, was called to account and apparently challenged 
by Sir Claude's grandfather, and, curiously, he was later actually 
engaged in a duel wi th his great-uncle, Rev. H eaton de Crespigny, 
but with no serious results. Thus we are led up to our author's 
views on duelling, but soon to return again to steeplechasing and the 
Champion Lodge meetings, and how the course had been made in 
less than a week, in March, I 88 r, with a further account of sport in 
the East. 

The chapter devoted to ballooning, full of thrilling and 
humorous incidents, is headed " In the central blue " ; in these 
pursuits Sir Claude gave full vent to his spi rit of adventure and 
daring. 

After more steeplechasing, mostly at home, we are told how, 
during hi s trip to Florida and Havana, he offered his services as 
picador at a bull-fight, but they were not accepted. There is much 



TITE F.SSF. X REYTF.\1". 

upon bull-fighting in Spain, Portugal, and the West Ind ies, which is 
stoutly defended against being a "merely brutal slaughter. " 

In another chapter we learn how, in June, 1889, be went from 
Heybridge to Portsmouth in an open' boat, a 28-footer named the 
Star, a tale of almost continuous disaster. Another time be and 
his son successfully crossed the Channel from Folkestone to Boulogne 
in half a gale in a small boat. With this excf'ption, the water sports 
do not appear to have been a success. They reveal, however, a trait 
in Sir Clctude's character. He says himself (p. 3o8) : 

There is at least nothing dishonourable in holding one's life cheap, however, 
small the stake played for ; wh il st in an age of self-advertisement some tolerance 
ought to be extended to one who makes himself known by courting danger whether 
in earth, sea, or sky. As a matter of fact, I cannot lay claim to either distinction, 
having never actua lly courted danger for its own sweet sake ; and never risked 
my li fe and limb for the paltry purposes of self-advertisement. H owever, there is 
a wide d ifference between risking your li fe through pure ignorance of its val ue 
and shunning danger wh en by so doing you must so il th e escutcheon of bravery 
which should be the most precious possession of every good Englishman . 

These reminiscences of a life, almost entirely given up to various 
sports and adve ntures, freely and brightly written, with many piquant 
incidents fully related and many well-kn own names introduced, form 
a most interesting and readable book. 

E ssex Leaden: Sori•t! and Politicrrl. Pp. 79, 4to. Exeter. 
by Wil liam Pollard and Co., 39 and 40, North Street. 

Printed 

1895· 
If we are somewhat late in noticing this book, we must appeal 

to its peculiar system of publication as our excuse. No copy has 
been sent us for review. The compiler, who has supplied copies of 
the book to those whose portraits adorn it, and to others will ing to 
part with one guinea, has no conn ection with Essex. He is engaged 
in writing a series of "Leaders" of English Counties, and came to 
our own without local or other qualifi cation for the task. It is true 
that among his thirty-nine names are to be found those of some 
prominent Essex men, such as Lord Rookwood , Lord Rayleigh, 
Charles Page Wood, etc., but it is by no means a representative list, 
even although it numbers six members of the army, two of the navy, 
and two dign itaries of the Church. The compiler seems to have 
worked chiefly from the list of county magistrates, since he describes 
twenty· five of his characters as" J.P., " and of the remaining fourteen, 
several others are entitled to those letters after their names. If the 
facts stated in the various articles seem meagre and trivial, it shou ld 
be remembered that they were on ly elicited by Mr. Manning 
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Press, after much pressure upon individuals and, as l"htllz wittily 
remarked of the county of Westmoreland, by the efforts of the 
"irrepressible P ress." Accord ing to this gentleman every Essex 
man described is a paragon. In short, the butter is la id on altogether 
too thickly for our taste, and the earlier noti ces too much besprinkled 
with "his lordship," and the like. 

Colonel Ala n Gardn er appears, but his more famous brother, 
Herbert Gardner, at the time of publication mem ber for the Saffron 
Walden division and Minister of Agriculture, and now Lord Burgh­
clere, is conspicuous by his absence. One lady, the Countess of 
Warwick, is included, and her portrait makes a handsome fruntis­
piece for the book, in which her appearance is a graceful tribute to 
her active and intelligent interes t in the county of her birth. 

We presume some men have been gratifi ed by seeing their 
portraits in what is meant to be a handsome volume, but we are quite 
sure that the portraits of those who ignored Mr. Manning Press's kind 
invitation to supply him with autobiographical details, would make 
an equally handsome volume. 
Two Sermons preaclted in I622 a11d I628, /J_y tlze R ev.feremialz D_yke, 

Vicar if Epping. r622 : On the Re-opening of the Chapel in 
the Town. r628: Before Parliamen t then assembled. With 
Introducti ons by BENJAMIN \VINSTONE. 
Svo. London (Harrison & Sons), 
circulati on. ) 

Pp. xi ii, q8. Crown 
r8g6. (For private 

This very handsome volume, contammg illustrations of old 
furniture at All Saints, Epping Upland, by Miss Juliet Hensman, 
and fac-simile of a letter written auout 1640, by w. J. Dyke, 
Watford (four folios, folded), is the second contribution made by 
Mr. Winstone to the history of the parish with which he has long 
been connected. H is earlier volume (also printed for private 
circulati on), Tlze Ancient C!tapel dedicated to St. folzn t!te Baptist, in 
tlze Town of Epping (pp. 122, 4to. London (Harrison & Sons), 
1885), contained much valuable information relating to Epping. 
With it were issued copies of the t itle-deeds and trust-deeds, as well 
as many other papers connected with the history of the chapel. A 
copy of Norden's map of Essex in 1594 was included, together with 
a reproduction of an ancient print of Epping Street in r 822, plans 
of the chapel bu ild ing, and several pages of the chapel accounts. 

The same thoroughness and care distinguishes the present 
volume, ·which Mr. Winstone has spared no pains to make complete. 
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Ninety-six pages of the work are devoted to an Introduction, 
in wh ich such topics as the Reformation in England under 
Wycliffe, the suppression of the monasteries, the inAuence of 
Cromwell, and the marriages of H enry the E ighth are discussed. The 
reigns of Queen Mary and Queen Elizabeth are also brought under 
review, and the Puritan movement, with special reference to Essex, 
is noticed. The author then arrives at Epping, and much valuable 
history concerning the town is imparted. The vicar's sermons are 
exam ined, and his support of itinerant preachers pointed out, all in 
a style denoting wide reading, and a learned acquaintance with the 
literature, ancient and modern, dealing with the period. Mr. 
Winstone adds a copy of Jeremiah Dyke's will, of which probate 
was granted to his widow " J ocosa [or J oyce J Dike" 29 April, 
I 639. The testator divides his books "(Perkins workes and Mr. 
Fenner's* manuscript excepted)" between hi s two sonnes, Daniel and 
J eremy, "according to a schedule in which I have devided them." 
To hi s son Jeremie he bequeaths. the silver tankard bestowed upon 
him by the honorable commons of Pa rliament. Mr. Winstone 
regards the fact of hi s being possessed of considerable wealth at 
the time of his death as evidence pretty conclusive of Neal's 
error in including Jeremiah Dyke amongst those persecuted for 
Nonconformity. Had he been heavily fined, as others mentioned 
in the History of tlte P uritans, he could hardly have bequeathed a 
sum of more than six hundred pounds (at that time, of course, of 
much greater value than at present) to his sons, his brother 
Zachary, and "the poore of Epping." The will also proves that 
Dyke was still vicar of E pping when he died. H e was buried 
9th April, I639, as is shown by the parish register. 

In the meagre articles on the Dykes in the Dictionary of National 
Biograph)' the greatest confusion prevails. J eremiah is said to 
have died in r6zo, and is confused with his son J eremy, while his 
son Daniel (I 6r 7-1 688) is also slightly mixed up with the brother and 
uncle, Daniel Dyke, B.D. (d. r6r4), whose works Jeremiah edited. 
The parentage of both (they were sons of Will iam Dyke, P uritan 
minister of H empstead, Essex, afterwards of St. Alban's, and of 
Coggeshall, where J eremy was born, r 3th October, 1584), is untraced . 
Nor is his first marriage with Mary, daughter of Oliver Haggar, on 
4th June, I6ro, at St. Andrew Hubbard, London, given. 

* Probabl y ' Villiam Fenner, t6oo-164o, :nahor of many Purit :tn works, and doubtless a 
re lation of Dyke's last wife, Joyce Fenner, whom he married at St. Antholi n's, London, February 
12th , 1637 · 



DURRANT'S LITERARY BUDGBT. 
Supplement to the Essex Review. 

NEw SEltiEs. N o. 3. JAN., 1896. 

Give Books: They live·when you are dead; 
Light on the darkened mind they shed; 
Good seed they sow from age to age, 
Through all this mortal pilgrimage ; 
They nurse the germs of holy trust ; 

GRA'£!8. 

They wake untired when you are dust .-Sigoitrney. 

ODDE NOTES . 
Messrs. E. Durrant and Co. have jvst published eight perman~nt 

photographs of Chelmsford and neighbourhood, size 8 by 6 inches, 
comprising Chelmsford Church, High Street, the Bishop's Bridge 
and Recreation Grou nd, Dan bury Church (two views), Great 
Bacldow, and GreatWaltham Churches, at the low price of one shilling 
the set, post free, I / 2. 

Mr. George Alien has in preparation , under the eclitorship of Dr. 
Garnett, a series of manuals for the use of public librarians. 

In the January catalogue of second-hand books issued by Mr. E. 
Menkin, of Bury Street, W.C., the follo wing entry struck us as being 
worth noting. •It may even find a place in Dickensiana, and be 
investigated in the proper quarter : 

I9o Dickens- H unted Down, a Story by C. Dickens, with some 
account of T. G. Wainewright, the Poisoner, and cut of the .Fatal 
House, No. I 2 Conduit Street, W., first and ONLY EDITION, fcap. 
8vo, rebound in clotlz, of the utmost rarity, 2 I S. - J. C. Hotten, N. D. 

It is not p-enerally known that Dickens wrote this powerful story 
for a foreign newspaper proprietor, who gave him I,ooo guineas for 
his labour, and it is not included in ally English edition of the great 
noveli st's work.-Literary World. 

Mess1·s. LAWRENCE <)~ BULL EN beg to announce that they have published in 
one vol. clemy 8vo, 388 pages, with a Po>·h·,Lit, p1·ice 16/-

MEMOIRS OF SIR CLAUDE CHAMPION DE CRESPIGNY, BART., 
Edited by GEORGE A. B. DEWAR, with a Preface and Notes . by 

HI S GRACE 'l'HE DUKE OF Bll]AUFOR'l', KG. 
"The pluckiest. and t he hardest man I ever knew," so His Grace the Duke 

of Beaufort styles Sir Clande Champion de Crespigny in his Preface to these 
Memoi t·E. Sit· Clunck is one of the best "all-round" sportsmen of to-clay. 
Besides being a steeplechaser of n early thirty years' experience, he has a 
wonderful r ecord as an aeronaut, and can tell many a stirring tale of sporting 
ad vantures in various parts of the worl d. 

LAWRENCE AND BULLEN 
16 Henrietta Str eet, Covent Garden, London. 
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CHET,MSFORD 0DDE VOLUMEs.-Vol. 9 (Mr. F. Carru thers Gould), 
the famous ar'tist of the Westminster Gazette, opened the new-year 
session of the Chelmsford Odde Volumes on Monday, Jan. 6, when 
he delivered his intensely interesting and amu sing lecture, entitled 
"Sketches in Parliament, Session r895." Mr. Gould, who is well 
known in the County Town and other parts of Essex, has made a 
reputation for himself second to none, as far as political sketches are 
concerned. There is not another artist who can touch him for 
excellence of ideas or for variety and humour. Naturally a crowded 
attendance of distinguished volumes and manuscripts was anticipated; 
indeed, the shelf was so full that several had to sit on the floor. 'rhe 
Rev . .A. Cyril Pearson occupied the chair, and from start to finish the 
audience were kept in constant merriment. The hi ts and pictures­
the lecture was profusely illustrated by means of lantern views-relating 
to prominent politicians were splendid and provoked roars oflaughter. 
At the outset Mr. Gould regretted that a large section of the popula­
tion decried the House of Commons. It had a noble record, with all 
its faults and follies, ancl without a doubt was the grandest institution 
of its kind. Alderman W. W. Glenny, vice-chairman of the Essex 
County Council , was elected a large paper copy, a keen discussion 
following the lecture. 

It may interest Essex fo lks to know that a sette of Odde Volumes 
has been started at Hong-Kong, and it is saicl to be one of the most 
flourishing literary societies in the East. 

Sir John R . Robinson, of the D aily News, has l;>een in the habit 
during his long journalistic career, of recording his more notable 
experiences. He has now four manuscript volumes fill ed with goocl 
stories, and it is much to be hoped that a selection of them will soon 
be given to the public. It will be very different, indeed, from th e 
ordinary book of reminiscences.--Bookman. 

Messrs. E. Durrant and Co. have just publi shed No. 2 Oclcle 
Papers of Ye Chelmsford Sette of Odde Volumes-Professor Huxley 
and his work-by Vol. 46 (W. H. Creasey), price 13 odcle pennies. 

FOR THE USE OF TOURISTS AND OTHERS. 
Fop. Svo . 2s. 6d. nett . PosT FREE. 

.A Guide to the Pl'incipal Object s of In-terest in each Pm·ish in the Cottnfy, 

With an Introduction treating of i ts H istory , Geology, Area, Population, Dial ect, 
Antiquities, Worthies, Natural History, &c., &c., 

By MILLER OHUISTY. 
Wl 'f H MAP S. 

"'l'his l ittle book ought to be commcncl ecl as a model t o wri te rs of g uide 
books.'' - Athe11reum. 

Chelmsford: EoMU ND D u RRAl\T & Co., 90 High St.rcct. 
Lonrlou: Simpkin, Mm·sball, & Co., Stationers' Hall Court. 
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AN ESSEX POET. 

"NOT IN THE PROGRAMME." 

[Reprinted from 'Homesjtt1Z Yams,' by Ed71lin Coller, 8vo clotlt, 3f6. ] 

Published by EDMUND DURRANT AND Co., Chelmsford. 

Ah, good evening to you agen ! So you've brought the proof then, eh; 
"lVIacbeth, Mr. H UBE RT V ILLIERS'' Yes, that' s better, I mu>t say. 
Now what' I! you take. Hot whisky? Right ! What ho there, Polly my dear!­
T wo fours of I rish warm for me and this other gentleman here . 

Not half bad tippl e, is it, my boy? 'T aint often I drink from choice, 
But I fa ncy a drop of Iri sh warm softens and mellers the voice : 
So you liked my Claude last night, you say? Well, 'tis fai rish they all allow; 
But I'm getti ng a bit too old and fat for the lover bus iness now. 

Ah, well, I mustn't complain, I suppose ! I can stick to the heavy line, 
And I've got a few browns put by, you known, in that old stocking o'mine ; 
T_ho,' mind you, with a company near a dozen strong, or quite, 
It business is slack, 't is a tight ish fit when it comes to Saturday night. 

See some queer things, we travelling fo lk ? ·well, yes , that's perfectly true : 
vVhy, 'twas only now whi le sitting here, smoking and waiting for you, 
I was th inking over a curious scene you may have heard about 
That shows how the real thing after all beats act in~ out-and-out ! 

I know it' s true, fo r it all took place under my eyes, you know : 
Let's see, 'twas at-yes, at Doncaster, -about two years ago, 
Me and th e mis;us was sitting clown at ou r lodgings one clay at tea, 
·when the slavey told me a lady had call'd, and wanted to speak to me. 

"Show her up here," I says, for I thought "'tis one of our folks look'd round 
T o ask me something about to·night," but I was wrong, I found : 
For there enter\!, blushing up to her eyes, shrinking, tremulous, coy, 
A lady I'd never seen before, with a charming little boy . 

A beautifu l blonde she was, not more than two-and-twenty or so, 
With witching eyes of a lustrous brown, but ah, bow full of woe ! 
And she and her boy were clress'd in black, and she wore in mournful mood 
On her Aaxen hair, that was tinged with gold, the weeds of widow hood. 

She took the chair I gave her, and spoke in a low sweet voice·-
I could see that she was a lady born, she seemed so gentle and nice 
She'd had some knowledge of the stage as an amateu r, she sa id, 
And could I give her something to do to find her boy in bread? 

"0, that's how the wind lays, is it ?" I thought. "Well, p'r'aps I might do 
\vorse : 

If she only acts as well as she looks, she'd nicely line my purse ;" 
And I took good ;tock of her as she sat with her !:>oy beside her chair, 
And smoothed with daint y tremulous hand his bonnie golden hair. 

Bit by bit her sto ry came out. Long back her mother had died, 
And left her, an only child, to be her father's darling and pride : 
H e wns in the law, nnd thought to be rich , and was held in high repuL~, 
But, Ah ! he died a ruined man, and left her destitute. · 

Then the only relative she had-an aunt, who wns well-to-do -
Had taken her in , and hnd found for her a wealthy suitor, too. 
But she loved another-a sai lor lad-who, like herself, was poor · 
And when t hey married, her haughty aunt had spurn'd her from !;er uvv• 

They were very happy at first , she said, and her voice was tearful and lu,;, 
But O, she had lost her husband too-he wns drown'd four months ago; 
His ship was wreck'd, and all were lost ; and now, in her need and care, 
She'd no one left in all the world, but her little Charlie there ! 

And here she droop'd her head, poor girl , and her voice was choked with signs­
Hem , hem ! . confound the sn:oke; how its gets in a fellow's throat and eyes ! 
Then she fimshed her tale : She felt at first all stunned and dazed she said · 
And even to think of aught but him seem' cl treachery to the dead. ' 
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But by-and-by, for the sake of her boy, now doubly precious and dear, 
She ne rved herself to look beyond to the future that seemed so ch·ear : 
She thought of a governess's place at first , but then they would have to part, 
And to give up her only darling now wotild almost break her heart ! 

Li ttle by little her th ings had gone to meet their daily need, 
T ill her home too had to be given up, and all seemed lost indeed ; 
Then she thought of how she loved the stage in the happy long ago, 
And how well she play' cl as an amateur-at least they told her so. 

She called at all the theatres she knew, but 'twas still the same old tale­
A novice had no chance at all where even vet' rans fail : 
Then some one had told her to come to me, and she'd travel!' cl here to -clay, 
T o see if I could take her on, in howevtr humble a way. 

I should fi nd her quick and willing, she said, in all I wanted clone ; 
And all she ask' cl was lodging and food for her and her little one : 
She'd nothing left but her weclcl ing-ring and one poor half-a-crown, 
And, 0 , there was only the Workhouse, if-and here she quite broke down ? 

W ell there, the parsons give it sometimes to we "poor players" hot, 
But whatever our faults may be, my boy, we ain't a hard-hearted lot ! 
There was the missus a-crying, too, with the little k id on her knee, 
And I-well this weeping business, somehow, always gets over me! 

And the end of it was that I took her on, as a super, so to speak, 
And found her board and lodging with us, and a shill ing or two a week. 
She help' cl the missus in different ways, and did it first-c lass too; 
And we sent her on in little parts where she hadn't much to do. 

But a quicker " study" I never knew, and she 'd something better and higher­
I could see that she was an actress bom- the woman had passion, fi re ! 
She took with the publi c irom the fi rst, what with her sweet young face, 
And passion, and power, and we gave her soon the leading lady's place. 

Some of our ladies was jealous-like, when they see her taking the lead, 
And used to sneer at her ring and weeds, and mutter, "Mrs. indeed !" 
But she was so gentle, obliging, meek, this soon wore off, it did, 
And Lhey all of 'em got to love her at last, and to almost worship the kid . 

She seem' cl transform' cl with pass ion and power when once she got on the stage, 
And Mrs. Mow bray, as she was call'd, come to be quite the rage ; 
She'd only to show herself fo r the cheers to thunder out, and lor' ! 
She always was good for three recalls of a night, and often more ! 

'Twas the best clay's work 1 ever did when I lent her a:helping hand : 
By J ove, sir, as Constance in "King J ohn" that woman was something grand ! 
And as for Ophelia, where she sings that song before she dies, 
H arcten'd old stager as I am, it brought the tears to my eyes. 

One night I happened to be in front when she was ex try fine; 
'T was in ''East Lynne," and she'd just come on, with her boy, as Madame Vine : 
She's supposed, as the Lady I sahel, to have wronged her husband and fled , 
But takes the governess's place disguised, after he thinks she's dead. 

The Advance of Photographic Art. 
EiJht whole plate (8 by 6 i n .) Permanent PhotoJ raphic 

Views post f ree fo r I s. 2d. 

Messrs. E. Durrant and Co. have just published a Series of Eight 

Permanent Photo Views of Chelmsford and Neighbourhood, consist­
ing of Chelmsford Church, High Street, Bishops Bridge and Recreation 

Ground, Danbury Church (two views), Great Baddow and Great 
Waltham Churches. 

EDMUND DURRANT & Co ., CHELMSFORD. 
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She's got to that crow11ing scene of all, where the mother longs to st retch 
H er arm s to her boy, but has to check and school herself, poo r wretch ! 
J\nd the house was hushed in pity and awe, when I saw her stare an<l start,-
1 hen stagger, and turn as white as death, and put her hand to her heart. 
I follow'd her eyes, and there close by in the pit, look ing pale and thin, 
Was a tall young fellow in naval d ress, who had only just come in : 

'· 

~~le sprang to the stage, and bounded on, and you can guess the rest ! _ 
0 A!tce, Altce !" "0 IIarry, clear !"-and she swoon'cl away on h ts breast ! 

I think for the moment th e people thought 'twas part of the play, forsooth, 
But her story, you see, had been whisper' cl about, and they "asi ly guess'd the truth, 
And th en, ah ! talk of a scene, my boy! such cheers you never heard-
I thought the roof would have fallen in- 1 did upon my word ! 
Of course the curta in had to be dropp'd, and I whisper\] to the band 
To strike up something, and hurri ed behind at once, you understand, 
To find her just "coming to," clear heart, with the women all weep ing there, 
And her husband, with her hand in his, kneeling beside her chai r) : 
And her little one clinging to her-ah ! what a tarb low that would have been ! 
'Twoulcl have made the fortune or a piece to h ave brought in such a scene ! 
I've come to look a t it now, you see, i;·, a so rt ,,r profess ional light ; 
But then I was very nearly as weak as the women were, or quite . 
His story was short: his ship was wreck 'cl, and ' twas thought that all were 

drown'cl 
But he and a;1other clung to a spar, and were pick'cl up safe and sound ; 
'Twas more lik e the Tichborne sto ry agen than anyth ing else I know : 
Do I believe in the Claimant ? Yes- I believe he's Arthur 0.! 
They landed him close to the Diamond Fields, and he wrote to hi s wife, but she 
Believed he was dead, and had changed her name, and taken service with me ; 
Then he took a turn at the cliggin's, and there good luck came thick and ·fast, 
And he'd come back rich to find her gone, but they'd met at last-at last ! 

Then her story was told, and how good I'd been, and all the rest, clear heart, 
And she would insist on going on agen just to fin ish her part : 
So I went to the front myse lf, you know, and told the people all , 
And, upon my soul, I thought this time the roof must sure ly fall! 
And when she came on agen at last, what deafening thunder o' cheers ! 
Men a -waving their hats li ke mad-women and kids in tears ! 
I thought of the night when Kean first set a ll England 's heart ast ir : 
"SIR, TH E Pt'l' ROSE AT ME!" he said, and SO it d id at her I 
And she seem'd inspired, so grand she was, so pass ionate, t rue, and warm ; 
From the time she open' her moLtth agen, she took the house by storm : 
Three times they had her back at the end, and I shall never ta rget 
H ow he had to lead her on at the last-I can see and hear 'em yet ! 
A bonnie couple they were, my boy, and to see 'em together then­
Hem ? bother the smoke ; it's been and got in to my eyes agen !­
H e dropped me a fi ver for a feed for the company next clay, 
And she bought me this here d iamond r:ng- up to the knocker, eh? 
H e took a nice little place in Kent, where they're li ving in style, you know ; 
And there's always a knife and fork fo r me whenever I like to go. 
It ain't so very long ago-perhaps two or three months, or more-
Since me and the missus were there for a week, and was treated "up to the door 
I had their story put in a play, and it answer'cl pretty well, 
But, bless your heart, it wasn't a patch on the genuine article ! 
\Veil, good-bye for the pn,sent, old friend , if you won 't have auy more: 
You won't forget about the bills ; Good on yer ! 0 rev-war. 

ROYAL EXCHANGE ASSURANCE. 
INCORPORATED A.D. 1720. 

FUNDS £4,000,000. CLAIMS PAID, £35,000,000. 
SEA. AKNUI'l'IES. LIFE. FntE. 

i'or the LATEST DEVELOPMEN TS of LIFE ASSURANCE, constolt the 
P1·ospectus of the Co1-po..ation.. 

Full particulars on application to C!UEF OFFICE: l'l.OYAL EXCHANGE, 
E,C or to MR. E. DURRANT, 90, HIGH STREET, CHELMSFORD. 
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An editor received the other day a curious application for help. 
The writer said : "I am sorry you do not like my romance, for I 
feel that I have the secret fire in my ve ins. If, however, yo u cannot 
accept my book, or my poetry, will you give me a berth as a heavy 
goods porter."-Bookmalt. 

A CYCLE ADVENTURE.--An amusing story is related of Queen 
Margherita and an experience she had while riding a bicycle in the 
Royal Park at Monsa. She was riding down one of the private roads, 
attended by a valet also mounted on a bicycle, when a carabineer on 
duty stopped her, and, charging her wi th trespassing, asked her name. 
When the Queen replied (Margherita of Savoy), the soldier was 
greatly dismayed, and offered profuse apologies. The Queen smiled, 
and re-mounted her machine, but she rewarded the carabineer for his 
zeal by sending him her photograph with her signature, and a brand 
new ten lire piece.-Roman News. 

A new volume in Tlte Westminster Gazette Library will be " I n 
the Evening of his Days : A Study of Mr. Gladstone in Retiremen t, 
with some account of St. Deiniol's Library and Hostel." It will be 
issued uniform with the "Homes and Haunts of Thomas Carlyle."­
L iterary World. 

MR. T. FISHER UNWIN'S LIST. 

NEW BOOKS JUS'r PUBLISHED. 
A Cyc lopcedia of APchitecture . In Italy, Greece, and the Levant. Edited 

by W. P . P . Longfollow. Limited Edition of 500 Copies, 12 Full -page 
Plates, and over 250 Illustrations in the Text, 4to, cloth, £6 6s. net. 
Several years ha,·e been g iven to the pmparation of t his elaborate and 
exhaustive work, and no pains or expense have been spared on the part of 
either Editor or Publisher to make it as perfect and unique as is possible. 

Rome and Pompei i. By Gaswn Bossier. Translated by Havelock F isher. 
Maps and Plr~,ns, crown Svo, clot h, 7s. 6cl. 'l'his work will be of the utmost 
va.lue to litemry tra.vellcrs as well as those interested in the archmology of 
Hmne and Pompeii. 

NEW VOLUME OF THE NEW IRISH LIBRARY. 
Owen Roe O'Neil l. By J. F. Taylor, Q.C. Small crown Svo, paper covers, 

·1s. ; cloth, 2s. 
DR. JOSEPH PARK ER'S NOVEL. 

W il mot's Ch il d. By Atey Nyne (Dr. Joseph Parker). Paper, ls. 6d. 
"Bright, witty, and interestiag."-Daily Chronicle. 

T he Autonym Lib!"ary. Pa.per, 1s. 6d. each; cloth, 2s. each. No. 11. 
Jl{olly Darling. By Mrs. Hangerforcl. No. 12. A Game of Consequences. 
By Albert Kinross. No. 13. Sleeping Fires. By Geo. Gissing. 

The Pseudonym Library. Paper, 1s . 6d, each; cloth, 2s. each. No <t9. 
Cause and Effect. By Elinor M:eirou. No. 56. A White Umbrella. By 
Sarnia. No. 51. When Wheat is Green. By Jas. Welton. 

T he Century Librat'y. 'Toxin. By Ouicla. Oblong 24mo, paper, 1s. 6d., 
elotb, 2s. 

A TALE OF '!'HE FRENCH B.EVOLU'l'ION. 
At the S ign of th e Gui llotine. By Harolcl Spender. Decorated Title-page, 

cloth, 6s. "It is admirably written ancl of well-sustained interest."­
Scotsman. 

**"" The Publisher can arrange fo r intending purchasers to see thes'e works at 
the nearest Booksellers' on r eceipt of addreas. Catalogues, post-free, on 
application. 

LoNDON: T. FISHER UN WIN, Paternoster Square, E.G. 
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Messrs. Vinton will shortly publish " The Essex Foxhounds," 
with notes on Hunting i11' Essex, by Messrs. Richard Francis Ball and 
Tresham Gilbey. The price to Subscribers will be zss. nett. 

We understand Messrs . Macmillan and Co. have just issued the 
seventh thousand of Mr. Alfred Austin's "The Garden that I love." 
A fourth edition of the Poet Lameate's new book, "England's 
Darling," is in active preparation. 

According to a writer in the Daily C!tronicle, the late Mr. 
Alexander Macmillan often sat up to three o'clock in the morning 
reading the manuscripts of authors submitted to him for publication. 
Among books he thus discovered was "IDcce Homo ! " by Professo r 
(afterwards Sir John ) Seeley. The opportunity to become T ennyson's 
publisher came in r 884, and it would be interesting to know what 
were the business terms arranged between Tennyson and :Messrs. 
Macmillat1. Tennyson was cred ited with being quite awarP of the 
commercial value of everything he wrote, and probably got as good 
terms as the smartest li terary agent of the present clay could have 
obtained for him. 

The first number of Arcltitecture is before us. It is a capital 
production, consisting of 64 pages of profusely illustrated matter of 
interest to all who wish to keep ahead with the architecture of th t> 
day. The price is r /- nett monthly. 

Special uf.tention given to E :1sex Bouk:s. If you m·e wanting any Work 1·elaling to the Couutg­
!Iisloi',IJ, Topography, Wortkies, g-c., ~c., enqui·re of Ednmnd Dwr·rant 9· Go ., Chelmiford . 

.A Selection of Books mainly on :Essex, 
ON SALE FOR CASH NETT FOB, A SHOH'l' TI ME ONLY, 

By Messrs. EDMUND DURRANT & Co., 90 High Street, Chelmsford. 
THE ESSEX REVIEW, an Illustrated Quarterly Record. Vols.1, 2, 3, 4 

{1892-3-4-5). Red Cloth, 7s. 6c1. nett. Subscription 5s. per yem·, post free. 
*East Anglia Personal Recollec tions and Historical Associ atio r~s. By 

J. EWING RrTCHIE (Christopher Crayon) ; together with Some of our 
East Coast Towns. Crown 8vo. Sewed. 3s. n ett. 

* Essex Hi ghways, Byways, and Water Ways. Second series, by C. R. B. 
BARRET1'. Illustrations by the author. Large paper edi t ion. 4to, white 
cloth . 1893. £1 lls. 6c1. 125 copies only p1·inted, these conta·in extm plates 
1vlvich are 'f<Ol included in the o?·dina?·y edition. Also cheaper Edition, cloth, 
on thinner paper. Each 12/6 nett, 1st and 2nd series. 

*The Forest of Essex. Its History, Laws, Administration, :otnd ancient 
Customs, and t he Wild Deer which lived in it. Maps and other Illustrations. 
By William Richard Fish er .. 4to, half bound. 1887. 6/ -

* Poyntz , Major (late Chief Constable of Essex). Per Mare per Terram . 
Reminiscences Military aml Constabulary Service. 8vo, clo. Portrait. 3/6 n ett. 

Cromwell , Thomas. History of Colchester. Numerous steel engravings. 
2 vols. Large paper, original boards, 1826. £1 1s. 
Another copy, small paper. 2 vols., boards, 10/6. 

Coli er, D. W. The People's History of Essex. Cloth, Map, 8vo. 1861. 11/ ­
Wright , Thomas, History and To pograp hy of the County of Essex. 

Numerous steel Engravings, by W. BARTLETT. 'l'wo vols. 4to, half green 
morocco, 1836. £3 3s. Ocl. A very tine copy, plates in unusually good con­
clition; also second copy, 35/-

WQik er, Rev. H. F. (a memoir of) Curate of Purleigh, with a selection from 
his co!'respouclence, by the REv. THOMAS PYNE. Portrait and vignette of 
P url ergh Church. Crown 8vo, cloth. About 1855. 3/ -

Essex Domesday Book. Translated by 'l'. C. CHISENHALE MARSH, with 
notes and glossary. 4to cloth, scarce. 1864. £1 1s. Ocl. 

*Messrs. E. Du?Tant <S" Oo. have secured, and now hold, the publishers' ?'emainde?·s 
of the editions, of each of these well-known Local Wo,·ks. 
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A SELECTION FROM 

MESSRS. EDMUND DURRANT & CO.'S LIST 

OF PUBLICATIONS. 

Professor Huxley and His Work (Odde papers No. 2). By W. H . 
Cl\EASEY. 13 odde pennies 

Kennedy , John , Rev. A History of the Pari sh of (Low) Leyton, Essex, 
llbp and other illustrations. Imp. Svo, cloth, 21s. nett, large paper, £2 2s. 
nett. 

Marmaduke, Emperor of Europe, by X. Crown Svo, cloth, 6s. 
Ritchie , J . E. Some of our East Coast Towns. Crown Svo, sewed 6d. 
Durrant's Cycling and Tourist Map of 20 miles round Chelmsford. 6d., 

on cloth l s. 
The Official Handbook of the Cricket, Cycling, Football, Athletic, and 

Lawn Tennis Clubs of Essex. ByRonE&T CooK, L.A.C., 1895. Published 
annually in May, 2d., by post 3d. 

The Anci e nt Sepulchral Monuments of Essex. By FRED. CuA NCELLO R, 
F.H.I.B.A. Imp. 4to, cloth, illustrated, £4 4s. nett. 

Poems by AT,lCE E. ARGENT, with ::Ln introduction by t he Right Rev. B ISHOP 
Cr.AUC: II 'I'ON. C1·ow n Svo, cloth, 3s. 6cl. n ett, post free. 

Durrant's Handbook for Essex. A Guide to ::Lil the Principal Objects of 
I nterest in each Parish of t he Coun ty. By MILLER CmtrsTY, F.L.S. With 
Maps, 2s. 6d. nett, post free. 
"Oile of the best Gnide Books in existence." - Evening News. 

The Birds of Essex. A contribution to the Natural History of the County. 
With numerous illustrations. •r wo Plans, and one Plate (forming Vol. II . 
special memoirs of Essex Field Club) . By MILT,ER CHRISTY, F .L.S. Demy 
Svo, scnrlet cloth, 15s. nett, post free. 

A History of Felsted School. With some :J.Ceount of the Founder and his 
Descemlants. By JoHN SARGEAUNT, llf.A. Illustrated, 4s. nett. 

The Trade Signs of Essex. A popular account of the origin :md meaning 
of the Public-house aucl other signs now or formerly found in the County 
nf Essex. By :MnLF.R CHRIS'l'Y. Demy Svo, cloth, 7s. 6d. nett. 

Da ily Rays of Light for Sick a nd Weary Ones. Compiled by ED ITH L. 
WF.T,T,~, with a Preface by the Rev. PREBEXDARY HUT'rON. Crown Svo, 
cloth, os . 

Th e Li mits of Ritual in the Church of England. By Rev. R. E. BARnETT, 
M.A, l:tte Fellow and Tutor Trinity Coll ege, Oxford; Hampton Lecturer, 
1888. Tlcpri nted by permission from ';CONTEMPORARY REVIEW." Priue 3d., 
by post, 3}d.; 2s. 9d. per doz., post free. 

Hom espun Yarns . By EowrN COLLER. Crown 8vo, cloth, 3s. 6d. 
Royal Illu s trated History of Eastern England . By A. D. BAYNE. With 

many illustrations. 2 vols., large Svo, cloth, 8s. 6d. 
Dom esday Book relating to Essex . Translated by the late T. C. CHISEN­

HALF: 1\[ARSrr . 4to, cloth, 21s. nett . Only a few copies unsold. 
John Noake.s a nd Mary Sty les. 1\ Poem in the Essex Dialect. By the 

la te C II ALn,~s C.LARKE, of Totbam Hall. With Glossary and Portrait, 1s . nett 
The History of Roch ford Hundred, Essex. Vol. I., 15s. 6d., vol. II., 18s. 

nett. Bv PHILIP BExTON. 
The First Catechism of Botany. By JoHN Grsns. Second Edition, 12mo, 

boards, ocl. 
Th e Symmetry of Fl owers. By JoHK Gmss. 18mo, sewed, 4d. 
Forms and Services used in the Diocese of St . Al ban·s . Publ ished by 

antloori t.y. Lists on applicat ion. 

EDMIJND DURRANT & Co., go, High St. , Chelmsford. 



DURRANT'S LITERARY BUDG~T. 
Supplement to the Essex Review. 

NEw SERIES. No. 4. APRILJ 1896. 

Give Books: Th ey live when you are dead; 
Light on the darkened mind they shed ; 
Good seed they sow from age to age, 
Through all this mortal pilgrimage; 
They nurse the germs of holy trust ; 

GRATIS. 

They wake untired when you are d ust.-Sigo,rney. 

ODDE NOTES. 
Messrs. Edmund Durrant and Co. have made arrangemen ts with 

the Technical Instruction Committee of the Essex County Council, 
for the issue to the public of their monthly Journal, "Biology Notes," 
which can be obtained at 90 High Stree t, Chelmsforcl, for 3i d. post 
free, each month. 

Messrs. Edmund Durrant and Co. have just published a Catalogue 
of second-hand books in all departments of literature which will be 
sent free by post to any address on application. 

The Official Handbook of the Cricket, Cycling, Football, Athletic, 
and Lawn Tennis Clubs of Essex, for 1896, compiled by Mr. Robert 
Cook, L. A. C. , has also just been published by Messrs. Ednmnd 
Durrant and Co., and will be sent post free to any address on receipt 
of threepence in stamps. 

TH E J OURNAL OF . MALACOLOGY is still contin ued under the 
e<litorship of Wilfred Mark Webb, F.L.S., of the 'l'echnicai 
Laboratories, Chelmsford, and Volume 5 should, to judge by the part 
already issued, gain the same high commendation which was merited 
and recently obtained by Volu•ne 4 · 

As series of articles by the late Prof. Eclward A. F reeman, 
entitled "First Impressions of Rome," have been running through the 
March and April numbers of the Roman News. 

JARROLD'S 6D. ILLUSTRATED GUIDES 
To Colchester, Clacton-on-Sea, and Epping Forest. 

"Colchester and Neighbourhood," by LEMMON LtNGWoon, with special 
ar ticles kindly contributed by liENIW LAYER, EsQ., F.L .s., F.S.A., and Mu. 
THOMAS FoRsrER, on the " Colchester Oyster Fishery a nd Oyster F east" and 

"Essex 'rokens." 
"Clacton-on-Sea, incluiling St. Osyth, Brightlingsea, Frinton-on-Sea, 
Walton-on ·the·Naze, and Neig~bourhoods." Containing Street Ma.p of 
Clacton·on-Sea, East Coast Ma.p, numerous Il lustr ations of the Places of 
Interest , and full information coucemiug the Antiquities of the District, by 
LEMMON LINGWOOD, Author of Illust.rated 6d. Guide to" Wells-next-the-Sea 

and Neighbourhood." 

"Epping Forest," by E. R. su~'FLING, Author of" llistory and Legends of 
the Broads District," " How to Organize a Cruise on the Broads," " The 

Lancl of the Broads." 
London: JARUOLD AND SoN, 10 n,ud 11 Warwick Lane, E.C., and of all 

Bookseller s. 
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CHELMSFORD Oooru Vor,ui\IES.-The Sette closed their winter 
session on Monday, March [6 . Addresses and Papers, which have all 
been of a very high order, were given as under:-

Feb. 3· J\I[SS. WrLL Ri!:ASON, M.A. " Th e \Vork of 1'\l[ansfield House 
University Settlement in Canning Town." Feb q. Volume 42. 
W. ST. CHAD BosCAW"N. ' · :)ome Problems in Relation to the 
beginnings of Civilisation." 'March z. Volume 38. D. HousToN, 
l•'. r,.s. "Marin e Biology of the Essex Coasts." March r6. Volume ro. 

PRoFF.SSOI~ ALMOND. " Pas teur and his Work. " 
HoNG KoNG "OnPE VoLUMllS."-Since our last issue we have 

received from Hong Kong " Th e Book Pla te," the J uurnal of th e 
Odcle Volumes, also a copy of the first Pres idential address of the 
Sette flourishing in th a t colony. \Ve venture to print a short extract 
from it, shewing th e objects and a ims of the Sette. 

Extract from address delivered by Dr.JA~!ES CANTLIE, the President, at the 
i•1a'l!.'.ural meeting o.f the" Ocld Volumes" held at the Hong-kong Hotel, on th e 
evening of Thursday, the 2nd March, 1893 :-

G8N'l' LEMEN, 

'rhe fi rst duty of th e President of any Society is held to be th e 
delivery of an inaugural add ress . But few inaugural addresses have 
found fame or have been worth recording, ancl I know well that my 
humble eff0rts will not prove worthy of a place in either the niche of 
fame or amongst the future manuscripts to be preserved by the" Oclde 
Volumes ." It is my l.Ju siness to introduce to you the" Odde Volum es" 
Society of I-Iongkong. You will observe that it has survived the birth 
struggle, that it is a lready baptised, and tha t 'like a ch il d it is already 
reaching forth its u ntried hands attempting to grasp the shadows of its 
impalpable future. 

'ro those w ho come asking " Who are you 1" and " What are you 
to be7 " careful answers are required, as every word in reply may 
prove to th e future life of the Society what a finger to uch of the artist 
is to the clay he is mou lding. 

To the first question "\;y'ho are you 1" I could answer, "A number 
of men to whC!m a life beyond mere wage earning would be acceptable. 
To whom it occurs that as time passes in this pol iti cally and 
scientificall y isolated isla nd the higher life is fteeinf! fur ther from us, 
and, as clays grow to years, we find we come more and more to re­
semble the ordinary work-a-day horse, who, led from his stable, pulls 

-------- ----- ----

HOYAL EXCHANGE ASSURANC~. 
INCORPORATED A.D. 1720. 

-------------- -· -
FUNDS £ 4,000,000. CLAIMS PAID, £ 35,000,000. 

Lil~E. FIRE. SEA. ANNUITIES. 

Fo,. t he L A'l.'FJS'l' DEVET,OPilfENTS of LIFE· ASSURAlWE , cons1;lt the 
P1·ospectus of the Co•·pomtio11. 

Full partilluhrs on application to CHIEF OFFICE: l~OYAL EXCHANGE, 
E .G., or to hlR. E. DUl~RANT, 90, Hwu S'l'ltRET, CHELMSlWRD. 



ODDE l\OTES. X I. 

his load and, completing his day's work, returns 111 the evening to 
munch his fodder and sleep till morning." That is the life of 
most of us here, from bed to breakfast, hence to office, back to dinner, 
and thence to sleep. The daily newspaper forms the literary recrea­
tion of the day and the illustrated magazines sent by our friends in 
England divert our a ttention once a fortnight. 

The members of a Society of the kind we contemplate sho.uld bring 
with them two things, information and ignorance. '!'he information 
they have acquired by reading and which they have thought over and 
incorporated is ever welcome in the present clay of plethora of books, 
magazines, and newspape rs. No man can read every publication; it 
is with difficulty most of us can follow the literature of the subject we 
earn our daily bread at, let alone desultory readings. 'l'herefore to 
even the person leamed in yellow-backed novels I would say welcome. 
If the last novel he has read is good he can adv ise us to that effect; 
or if it is poor he can warn us against it. It will become a necessary 
adjunct to a scholar by and by to have one or two readers of books 
in his employ who can do jackal literary work, adv ising his employer 
what is worthy and what is worth less. Let us then be aids to each 
other in advising as to what we have read and what is worth reading. 
I should like to hear members ask publicly, ''Has any one read so 
a nd so, if so is it worth reading?" In many Societies talking shop 
is prohibited. This, however, can apply to assemblies or men 
engaged at one business or trade. Kow to my humble way of thinking 
the average man when he talks any thing but shop is not worth 
listening to . Most of us want to know as Lord Brougham did, 
"Everything of something and something of everything," and it is 
only by men talking of what they know that information can be 
gatheret! from them. Therefore I say, bring thE knowledge you have 
made your own with yo u and be prepared if opportunity offers to 
instruct others. The second quality mentioned as necessary, ignorance, 
needs no comment, requires no urging to bring, for it is like the poor, 
ever presen t with us. It is a true inheritance, for a ll mankind is born 
with it. 

Knowledge is so extensive an acquisi tion and the race for life so 
keen that we must all be content to be specialist now-a-days if we 
wish to maintain ourselves or our families. The engineer has to con­
tent himself not only with engineering l>ut with a mere section of it. 
The paper maker has to concern himself with the elements of his 
material merely and the quality of perfection he attains, but the 
machinery by which hi s paper is made 1s neither his invention nor 
under his con trol. It takes tllirteen hands to make one pin, and so 
in every branch of trade it is split up into sections, and every man 
becomes a specialist in his own department. Yet the modern world 
demands that we shall be so enchained if we are to maintain our­
selves in food and clothing ! The lawyers, doctors, chemists, manu­
facturers, merchants are un der the same law ; in fact all branches of 
human industry are broken up into narrow and contracted channels, 

. reducing the individual to little better than a mach ine for the further­
ance of a particular branch of work. The modern life therefore is one 
of educational subtraction. As clays grow to months and years, most 
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men succumb more and more to the contracting influence of their 
surroundings; and in time come to resemble the cart horse in their 
daily round of life. How, then, are such detrimental influences to be 
thwarted? I would say by such societies as the one we are now 
initiating. 

This leads me to deal. with the second question, " What are you 
to be 1" Who asks the question 1 The loiterer by the doorway; the 
self-conceited man who imagines that his word and opinion are final; 
who refuses to have his utterances doubted or discussed ; who can 
hear no good in the utterances of others, and who refuses to listen or 
to be instructed in a subject which is beyond the limits of his biassed 
thoughts. He came merely to listen what they had to say. Let the 
man who wishes to hear what " they say" join the ranks of the 
scandal mongers with their "they say." He will find his proper 
sphere there and not in a community of men striving to arrive a't the 
truth. The truth was never preceded in any biblical or scientific 
sense by "they say." How many cowardly thrusts and heartfelt in­
justices have been executed under the term "they say." It is the 
phrase of the gos~ip ; the prelude to almost every exaggeration or 
perversion of the truth; the language of the intellectual man who 
puts off joining such a Society as this until he knows what "they say" 
of it. The grand motto of the Earl of Keith, " They say-what say 
they, let them say," finds no echo in the bosom of the changeling, the 
tattler, the self-conscious delinquent, or the intellectual sham. 

The university in which I studied had for its motto " The begin­
ning of wisdom is the fear 6f the Lord," and the house in which I 
lived had inscribed on its lintel "They say, what say they, let them 
say." It is only the man who obeys the former that can "let them 
say." It is only the man whose conscience is clear and whose purpose 
is honest, who can stand at the market cross and shout defiance to 
bearers of false witness," I merely came to hear what they had to say." 
To an honest man with such an intention I would extend my heartiest 
welcome. He comes as a listener; his gift is not in the public an­
nouncement of his beliefs nor in the arena of debate ; his quiet 
demeanour may induce some to believe him ignorant. . But quiet 
brooks often water rich pastures, and the man who engages no notice 
may enjoy receiving benefits although rendering none,and the influence 
of his fair example may shine in paths unknown to the platform 

Crown Svo. Sewed. Price 6d. 

HOUSEHOLD HINTS 
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FORTY DINNERS, Etc., 
BY MARTHA CAREFUL, 
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CHELMSFORD : EDMUND DURRANT & Co., Essern Review Office. 
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bustler. To such an one I would say again" welcome," and would 
appreciate it an honour to enrol his name on the list of friends to this 
Society. 

What are you to be 7 What any one amongst you chooses to 
make us 7 If you ! yes ! you, the individual I now point at, have the 
ability you can make this Society the most wonderful ever known. Do 
not put the blame on "them." Take it home to yourself and blame 
yourself if this Society proves a failure or drags an ignoble existence. 
It is because you had not the brains to make it a success. Let there 
be no mistake about this ; no shuffling the responsibility on to others' 
shoulders; if you have the power, that is, the intellectual ability, you 
can fashion the debates to your liking; you can lead the minds of the 
members whither you please. You do not care to; you have not the 
time ! Work hours are long, and the climate is trying. Ah, I perceive 
you are but a stripling in the affairs of life, whatever your years may 
be. No one believes you who is out of his teens and taken his first 
breadth of manhood and looked abroad on the world. 

The most proficient at work is the thinking .man who has acquired 
information on many subjects. Some exclaim, "Oh ! the dabbler in 
many is proficient in none ! " Is Sir John Lubbock the worse banker 
because he devotes his leisure to scientific pursuit worthy of a Darwin ! 
Have the more modern Prime Ministers of England ruled the Empire 
worse because of their many-sided phases of intellectual activity1 
Was Michael Angelo an indifferent architect because he was a 
sculptor and painter 7 I s Sir J ames Paget the worse surgeon because 
he is the most finished speaker in England7 Depend upon it the man 
of many parts wisely balanced but multiplies his advantage towards 
attaining his goal and proves the better workman in that he cultivates 
the various gifts Nature bestowed upon him. Therefore, be your 
employment at the desk or the workshop, you will find your work 
become more and more of a joy to you th e more you extend your 
knowledge and cultivate your abilities. ''' '~ ,y, '~ '~ 

Mr. Crockett has gone on a visit to Holland, with a view to 
studying the scenery for his next work, "Lochinvar." The scene is 
laid in the Frisian cities, Leeuwarden and Groningen , and the ti111e 
is r68 5. As is well known, these cities were great resorts for Scottish 

The Advance of Photographic Art. 
Ei~ht whole plate (t) by 6 in.) Pe7'7nanent Photo~raphio 

Views post free for ls. fdcl. 
Messrs. E. Durrant and Co. have just published a Series of Eight 

Permanent Photo Views of Chelmsford and Neighbourhood, consist­
ing of Chelmsford Church, High Street, Bishops Bridge and ReCJ·ea­

tion Ground, Danbury Church (two views), Great Bacldow and Great 

Waltham Churches. 

EDMUND DURRANT & Co ., CHELMSFORD. 
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refugees owing to the prevalence of Calvinistic opinions among their 
inhabitants. Mr. Crockett's new book is written from the Cavalier 
standpoint. It will be commenced in the Christian World for January. 
-Bookman. 

Two new Daily London Papers have appeared since our last 1ssue, 
viz., "The Daily Courier," under the auspices of Sir George Newnes, 
Bart., and ''The Daily Mai l, " a new halfpenny journal, published 
under the authority of Mr. Alfred Harmsworth. 

Another cycling paper for ladies will be started by the Roxburghe 
Press, under the title of "The Wheelwoman and Society Cycling 
News." It is to be published every Saturday at one penny, and will 
be illustrated . The organisation and editing are under the control of 
Miss Mabel Edwards and Mr. Charles F. Rideai.--Literary World. 

Messrs. Seeley and Co. have in the press a new book 
entitled "Animals at work and play: their emotions and activities," 
by Mr. C. J. Cornish, whose "Life at the Zoo" was so favourably 
received by the public two years ago, also a new historical story by 
Mrs. Marshall, the circumstances of which are laid in the Jacobite 
Rising of I7I5. - Bookman. 

The next of the series of half-a-crown volumes of fiction, which 
has just been started by Mr. Fisher U nwin, will be a new collection 
of short stories by W. Ulark Russell, entitled, "The Honour of the 
Flag." They are, of course, stories of adventure on board ship. A 
rather unique experience with a tiger is one of them. Mr. Russell is 
one of the few writers of long books who carefull y cultivate the art of 
writing short stories.-Bookman. 

A new magazine of fact and fiction is on the stocks. It will be 
call ed "The Osborne," and is likely to appear in the autumn, the 
publishers being Messrs. S. W. Partridge and Ca.-Literary TVorld. 

Speaking at the Booksellers' Dinner, Dr. Wellclon remarked 
that there was a time in history wlwn the dissatisfied author 
could complain to the Archbishop of Canterbury, who had in 
certai n cases legal authority to redress his grievances. He was sorry 
this custom had died out in the profession. It would have been 
instructive to hear what price the Archbishop would have put on 
"Robert Elsmere," " The Heavenly Twins," "The Sorrows of Satan," 
or "Barabbas."--Literary TYorld. 

----~----------------
FOR THE USE OF TOURISTS AND OTHERS. 

Fcp. Svo. 2s. 6cl. nett. PosT FREE. 

@ttt:ralti' s @ an.b-bo.ok f.ot" <mss~x, 
A Gnide to the Principal Objects of Irder·est in each Pa?"ish in the Connty, 

With an Introdu ction treat ing of its History, Geology, Area, .Population, Dialect, 
Antiquities, Worthies, Natural History , &c., &c., 

By MILLER OHRISTY . 
WITH MAPS. 

" 'l'his little book ought to be commended as a model to writers of guide 
books.''- Athenmuon. 

Chelmsford: EoMUND DuRRANT & Co., 90 High Street. 
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lf y ou a rc w anting any work r elating tu the 

County History, Topography, Worthies, Natural History, Etc., Etc., 
ENQUIRE OF 

EDMUND DURRANT & C0.1 CHELMSFORD 
Detailed Lists sen t post free on application. 

W e understand that the R evel. Silas Hocking, whose works of 
fiction have attained a very large circula tion, is to start a sixpenny 
magazine. - Bookman. 

Mr. Crockett's new book, "Cleg K elly," was originally suggested 
by Robert Louis Stevenson. Mr. Stevenson appreciated the sketches 
of Slum Life in Edinburgh, published in the " Stickit Minister," and 
advised Mr. Crockett to deve lope th e subj ect and make a book of 
it. 

The Boyle Lectures delivered last year at St. Peter's Church, 
Eaton Square, by the Revel. W. C. Newbolt, Canon and Chancellor 
of St. Paul's Cathedral , are to be published in book form shortly by 
Messrs. Longman and Uo. , un der the title of "The Gospel of 
Experience; or, the Witness of Human Life to the Truth of 

. Revelation."- Literary World. 
Among the recently disinterred manuscripts of Charlotte Bronte 

has been found a fai ry tal e, entit led, "The Adventures of Edwin and 
Alembert." It is a curious and remarkabl e anticipation of ~ fr. 
Ruskin 's "The King of the Goldf' n River." Mr. Ruskin has read the 
story, and pronounces it fin er than his own.- Bookman. 

Mr. Justin :McCarthy has undertaken to write a new life of Mr. 
Gladstone . It is to be p•.1blished seria ll y in A mc: ri ca and probably 
in England , and will be full y illustra ted with many portraits and 
.other illustrations. It will p robably appear in book form in the 
. autumn of next year - Bookman. 

LITTLE N O VELS. 

M R . FISHEH, UNWIN is publ ishing under this t it le a se ries of Orig inal 
· Short StOJ'ies at t h e price of 6d. in paper covers, aucl Is. in Cloth. 

Two of t hese a re now r eady, and a dozen m are are i u p re pa m t ion. Grea t care 
' has been · exercised in the select ion of t he manuscripts , which a re of th e class 
that made the P seudon y m fmcl An tony m Lihmrics i'a mcl!ls, and brought before 
t he public such au t hors as Miss Hawker (" Mademoise lle Ixe" ), John Oliver 
I-Iobbes, P ot apenko, Vesta Simm OJ)ds. Waiter Ray mond. Il se Fra pan , Alicc 

_Spinner , Louis.e Beck, W. C. Scully , a nd others. The " Little Novels" cou­
tain from 20,000 to 30,000 words each , and are printed in black type. T he 
size is a litt le la rger than t he Pseudony ms. THE FIRST SE VEN VOLU MES 
ARE AS FOLLOWS :-

THJ)] WORLD IS ROUND. By LoursE 1\I ACK. Now R eacly 
NO PLACE FOR REPENTANCE. By ELL I~N F . PI KS EN T. N ow R eady 
· T!te following ·will be iss ued shortly . · 

The Prol.Jlcm of Prejudice, )1a.rk Gray, A Pa,intcr's H Oney moon, 'l'he Bond of nl Ovd, nn d Passports. 
If you cap not get them at your Bookse ll~ r' s or N.ew.s a.gcn t's _se,n ~l a pos~card ,to 

· - ... . _ . . _, ,1.', F.,ISjH~R .UNWI~, P!>te>:_I;!O?t_9 r flq\up;e,Lojl~lO\'c 1_ • >J , :, .·: , .. ~ 
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A SELECTION FROlYI 

MESSRS. EDMUND DURRANT & CO.'S LIST 
OF PUBLICATIONS. 

The Essex Review , an Illustrated Quarterly Record. Vols. 1, 2, 3, 4 (1892-
3-4-5). Red Cloth, 7s. 6d . nett. Subscription 5s. per year, post free. 

Professor Huxley and His Work (Oclde papers No. 2). By W. H. 
Cl~EASEY. 13 odclo pennies 

Kennedy, John , Rev . A History of the Parish of (Low) Leyton, Essex, 
Map and other illustrations. Imp. 8vo, cloth, 2ls. nett, largo paper, £2 2s. · 
nett. 

Marmaduke, Emperor of Europe, by X. Crown 8vo, cloth, 6s. 
Ritchie, J . E. Some of our East Coast '!.'owns. Crown 8vo, sewecl6d. 
Durrant's Cycling and Tourist Map of 20 miles ronnel Chel msfo1·d. 6c1., 

on cloth 1s. 
The Offici a l Handbook of the Cricket, Cycling , Football, Athletic, and 

Lawn T e nnis Clubs of Essex . By l~OBERT CooK, L.A.C., 1895. Published 
annually in May, 2d ., by post 3d . 

The Ancient Sepulchral Monum e nts of Essex . By FRED. CHANCELLOR, 
F.R.I.B .A. Imp. 4to, cloth, illustrated, £4 4s. nett. 

Poems by AMcE E. ARGENT, with an introduction by the Right Rev. BisnoP 
Cr,AUGRTON. Crown 8vo, cloth, 3s. 6cl. nett, post free. 

Durrant's Handbook for Essex . A Guide to all t he Principal Objects of 
Interest in each Parish of the County. By MILLER CHRISTY, F.L.S. With 
1\iaps, 2s . 6d. nett, post free. 
" Oae of the best Gnide Books in existcnce."-Eoenin,q News. 

The Birds of Essex. A contribution to the Natural History of the County. 
·with numerous illustration~. •rwo Plans, and one Plate. By MILLER 
CrHUS'l'Y, F.L.S . Demy 8vo, scarlet cloth, l5s. nett, post free . 

A History of Felsted School. With some accoun t of the Founder and his 
Descendants. By JoHN SARG~>:AUNT, llf.A. Illustrated, 4s. nett. 

Th e Trade Signs of Ess ex. A popular account of the origin and meaning 
of the Publ ic-house aud other signs now or formerly found in the County 
of Essex. By MILLER CIIRISTY. Demy 8vo, cloth, 7s. 6d. nett. 

Daily Rays of Light for Sick and Weary Ones. Compiled by Ernrn L. 
\ 'i"ELLS, with a Preface by t he Rev. PREBENDARY HUTTON. Crown Svo, 
cloth , 6s. 

The Limits of Ritu al in the Church of England . By Rev. R. E. BARTLETT, 
M.A., late Fellow and Tutor Trinity Col lege, Oxford ; Bampton Lecturer, 
1888. Reprinted by permission from" CONTEMPORARY REVIEW." Priee 3d., 
by post, 3}cl. ; 2s. 9d. per doz., post free. 

Homespun Yarns. By EuwrN CoLLER. Crown 8vo, cloth, 3s. 6d. 
Roya l Illustrated History of Ea stern England . By A. D. BAYNE. With 

many ill ustrations. 2 vols., large 8vo, cloth, Ss. 6d. 
Domesday Book relating to Essex . Translated by the late T. C. CHISEN· 

HALE MARSH. 'Ho, cloth, 2l s. nett. Only a few copies unsold. 
John Noakes and Mary Styles. A Poem in the Essex Dialect. By the 

late CHARLES CLARKE, of Totham Hall. With Glossary and Portrait, 1s. nett 
The History of Rochford Hundred , Essex. Vol. I., 15s. 6d., vol. II., 18s. 

nett. By PHILIP BENTON. 
The First Catechism of Botany. By JoHN Grsss. Second Edition, 12mo 

boards, 6cl. 
The Symmetry of Flowers. By JoHN Gmss. 18mo, sewed, 4d. 
Forms and Services used in the Diocese of St. Alban 's . Published by 

a Llthority. Lists on application. 
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DUB RANT'S LITERARY BUDGET. 
Supplement to the Essex Review. 

NEw S81UES. NoR. 5 & 6. J U LY- OCTOBERJ 1896. GRATIS. 

Give Books : They live when you are dead: 
Light on the darkened mind they shed : 
Good seed they sow from ae;e to age, 
Th rough all this mortal pilgrimage; 
T hey nurse the germs of holy t rust ; 
Th ey wake untired when you are dust. - Sigou1·ney. 

ODDE NOTES. 

CHELMSFORD ODDE VOLUMES 

The annual Dusting took place in lovely weather at the 
hi storic town of Ipswich , on Saturday. June 27. The Sette, with 
a good ly number of MSS., reached Ipswich about I 1.30, and 
were hosp itably entertained l.Jy the ~pswi ch Scientific and Literary 
Societies. Visits were paid to Woolverston Park, Freston Tower, 
and the town of Ipswich was perambulated. In the evening, a 
meeting was held a t the School of Art, presided over by the 11-fayor 
of Chelmsford (Vol. 8), when short add resses were delivered by 
Vol. 9 (F. Carruthers (3oulcl), Vol. 37 (K A. Fitch), and Vol. 38 (D. 
Houston). At the close hearty votes of thanks were awarded to 
the hosts of the clay, and the party returned to Chelmsford by 
special train at 9.30. 

A Ladyes Sette of Oclde Volumes was founded on October 
r 2, at 90 High-street, Uhelrn sforcl, with Mrs. Edmund Durrant, 
Vol. 5 r, as president, and Miss Chancellor, Vol. 52, as Hon. 
Minute Book . It will be conducted on the lines of the Masculine 
Sette, and will meet on the accustomed shelf once a month during 
the winter months, the members being limited to 37· 

JARROLD'S 6D. ILLUS~RATED GUIDES 

To Colchester, Clacton-on-Sea, and Epping Forest. 

"Colchester ntal Nr, ighbonrltood," by LEMMOK LING WOOD, w ith special 
arti cles kindly contributed by IIENHY LA V ER, EsQ., F.L.S. , F.S.A., and Mr. 
'l'HO}IAS FousTER, on the " Colchester Oyster Fishery and Oyster Feast" and 

"Essex Tokens." 
"Claeton-ou-Sca, including St. Osyth, Brightlingsea, Frinton-on-Sea, Walton­
on- t be-Naze, :wd neig hbourhoods." Contn.ining Street Map of Cla cton -on­
sen Ea~t Coast Map. m1n1 erou s Illus tration s of Lh e .Places of Interest, and 
f 11il in formation concerning the Antiquities of t be District, by LEMMON 
L 1xawooo, Author of lllustrn-tecl 6cl. Guide to Wells-next-the-Sea and Neigh-

boLnhood." 

"Epping Forest," by E. H. SUFFf,ING, ~uthor of ." History and Le~?n~s of 
the Broads Distri ct,"" How to Org<tmse a Crmse on the Broads, Tl1e 

Land of the Bron-cls." 
London : JARRO LD n.ncl Son, 10 and 11 \Varwick-lrtne, E.C., nud of all 

Bookseller s. 



II. ODDE NOTES. 

Mr. J. Potter Briscoe, F.R.H .S., of Nottingham, has started 
in that town" Ye Nottingham Sette of Odde Volumes," limited to 
I7 , corresponding with the Library Edition of the Works of Lord 
Byron. We wish this young Sette a prosperous and useful career. 

A new work by Miss Mary Angela D ickens, author of "A 
Mere Cipher," may shortly be expected. It consists of a series of 
chatty essays entitled "lJ nconventional Ske tches." 

'l'he Academy has begun a new series und er its new editor 
and proprietor. Signed articles are to cease, and an illu strated 
supplement is t? be added. 

RECENT DISCOVERIES IN ROME 
The Municipality having acquired the garden at the top of the 

Via cli Monte Tarpeo for bu ilding purposes, proceeded to excavate. 
They un covered the greater part of the podium of the Temple of 
Concord, founded by Camillus 365 n.c., at the top of the Centum 
Gradus. The upper part of the Via cli :JVtonte Tarpeo corresponds 
with the upper part of th e Centum Gradus coming up from the 
Piazza Consolazione. Before the garden was destroyed several 
courses of the tufa blocks a nd some of the concrete podium could 
be seen in situ. The greater part of thi s platform has now been 
destroyed by the S.P.Q.R. 

The excavations revealed the podium or platform of the 
temple, which was built with concrete and faced with tufa ston e. 
Upon the platform a well was found, lined with peperino stone 
to a deprh of 23ft. , the well then pierced the natural rock for 1oft. , 
when it was found to communicate with a chann el runnin g 
across it from east to west, cut in the rock. 

An ancient drain was also found running to the south, and 
built with blocks of tufa. 

Fragments of coloured terra-cotta ctecorations were found 
representin~ a palm, coloured reel and black ; and a draped female 
figure, without the head ; and a piece of marble co rnice. 

In cleaning the earth away for the new enclosure wall round 
the circu lar temple of Hercules on the bank of the Tiber in the 
Forum l3oarium, a wall formed of old material was demolished : 
among 1 he fragments was part of a marble base inscribed 

0 . OLIVARIVS. OPVS. SCOPAE . MINOHIS. 

ARCHITECTURE IN ITALY 
From the Si.-cth to the Eleventh Centrau. 

H istorical and Criticrtl ll cscarches b y 

RAFFAELE CATTANEO 
With Photogravure Frontisp iece, and 01·er 160 other illustrations in the t ext. 

Parchment . Binding, Price 2ls. nett. 

"S ignore Cattaneo's conclusions hayc left behind t h em the weight of 
g reat learning . . . . A large and handsome work."-Scotchm.an. 

"The artist and archooologist will find so much thftt is fascinfl.ti n g in 
M. Cattaneo's book that t !:ey will leave it with rcluctance."-Architect. 

LO NDON : 'r. FISHER UNWIN, Paternoster Square, E.C . 
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Prof. Petersen suggests that it should read H ercules invictus cogno­
minatus volgo Olivarius Opus Scopae il1i11oris. 

'rhis is another proof that this circul ar temple was dedicated 
to H ercules. 

The fourth century Curiosum Urbi:; and the Noti tia De 
Regionibus, both mentioned in the XI. Region between the P orta 
Trigeminam and th e V clabrum, H ercul em Olivarimn. This epi­
tath of Olivariu s as applied to Hercules evidently refers to a wreath 
of olives gained by him in the revival of the N emean Games, and 
with which his brow was encircled. The base shows that the 
statue was of marble 

P liny, N. H. 34· 19, speaks of t wo artists named Scopas . The 
older flouri shed in the 9oth Olympiad (B .C. 420) , and was em ployed 
at the Temple of Diana at Ephesus, 36, 14. The younger Scopas 
Pliny mentions, N. H. 36, 4 as contemporary with Leochares, 
whom he says flourished in the 102 Olympiad (370 13.c. ) and 
worked on th e Mausoleum togeth er (350 B.c.) 

It was this younger Scopas who made the statue of H ercules 
whose base has recent ly been discovered . He executed the Ven us of 
th e Capitol, the Palatin e Apollo, now in the Vatican, the seated 
Vesta, the lower part of which is in the Atrium Vest::e, the Cane­
phora in th e Albani Villa, th e Triton an d Nereid in th e Vatican; 
and disputes with Praxiteles the authorship of the Niobid of the 
Vatican. · 

Several coins were found , among others one of Antoninus 
Pius, r38-6r , and one of Maximinus, 218. 

Professor Lanciani has discovered on th e farm of La Giostra, 
nea,r Caste! di Leva, Madonna del Divino Amore, nine miles south 
of Rome, the ruins of a very ancient Italic city, which seems to be 
Tellen::e, which was destroyed by A ncus Martiu s. There remains 
a very large extent of wall, and the ground is strewed with 
potsherds. 

Rome, Oct., '96 . S. RussEr, L Formu:s, PH. D. 
Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton are now issuing an e ight 

volume illustra ted edition of the Works of Mr.]. M. Barrie. It is a 
work of art, beautifully printed , and, we should imagine, will soon 
become scarce, as the edition is limited. 

Crown Svo. Sew eel . Price 6c1. 

HOUSEHOLD HINTS 
TO YOUNG HOUSEWIVES, WITH THE 

Arrangements and Receipts for 

FORTY DINNERS, Etc., 
BY MARTHA CAREFUL. 

TWENTY-THIRD EDITION. REVISED AND ENLARGED. 
CHEL~ISFORO : EDMUND DUitR.AN'l' & Co., Essex Review omee. 

TO BE HAD OF ALL BOOKSELLERS. 



IV. ODDE NOTES. 

Miss Marie Corelli will contribu te a sho rt story to the second 
number of the Lady's Realm. 

Mr. vVilson Barrett has reversed the usual order of things, 
and has founded a novel on " Tl1e Sign of the Cross," which will 
make its appearance early in December. 

The Oxford Press are to be congratulat-ed on the production 
of the illustr,1ted ed it ion of ·'The Old Missionmy," by Sir \V. H. 
Hunter, K.C.S. I'. Twenty-one Thousan ~l of this charming story 
have been sold. The price is low, 2s. 6d. nett, so that no home 
this Christmas should be without a copy. On sale by E. Durrant 
a?td Co. 

A Volume of Sermons from the pen of Dr. Manclell Cre ighton, 
the new Bishop of London , is to be issued this month by Messrs. 
Sampson Low, Marston, and Co., in their "Preachers of the Age" 
Series. It will be entitled "The 1-Ieritage of the Spirit." 
Another early addi tion to the same series is to be " The Gospel in 
the Epistles," by Dr. Guinness Roge1·s. Both vo lumes will be ac­
companied with photogravure portraits of the authors.-Literary 
World. 

VV e are promised a new Life of Byron. 'rhe writer who has 
been collecting Byron treasures for years, and has now abundant 
material, has already shown in a recent ve ry successful work his 
special competence for such a task, invol ving as it does a patient 
search after, and shrewd investigation of obscure biograp hical and 
literary matter. 

Lord Rowton's promised biography of f_.ord Beaconsfie ld is 
likely to be delayed till some time in the next ce ntury, owing to the 
fact that the publication of some letters and documents cannot be 
permitted at present.-Eookman. 

Mark 'l'wain is now back again for awhile in London a t work 
on a new volume. Here is not the least amusing anecdote told 
about him. He was present on a certain occasion at a quiet litt le 
dinner of literary men, and one of the toasts was naturally 
"Literature," which was replied to by the witty author of Tlte 
Tramp Abroad. "Mr. Chairman and gentlemen," began Mark 
']\vain, "it is my duty to reply to th is toas t. A sadder toast never 
devolved on me. Alas, gentlemen, how am I to begin 7 Poor 
Socrates is dead. Shakespeare is gone, too. And, as for me, I 
have been feeling much out of sorts lately." 

T he Advance of Photographic Art. 
Eight whole plate (8 btt 6 in .) Pe7'1ncment Photographic 

Views post free for Is . 9!cl. 
Messes. E. Dul'l·ant and Co. have just published a Series of Eight 
P ermanent Photo Views of Chelmsford and Neighbourhood, con­
sisting of Chelmsfo1·d Chm·ch, Hig h Stl'eet, B ishops Bridge and 
Recreation G .. outtd, Daubury Church (two views), G l'eat Baduow 

and Great W al tham Churches. 

EDMUND DURRANT & Co., CH ELMS FORD . 



V. 

NOW READY. PRICE 6d. By POST St d. 

~~! i[n i[i1\ ~ :~ Wrf"!. ;, ,· .tll Jl i l~ ~JUIC{ Jl a ..J\),,,,,.,, ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 

A most. attrac~i ve, seasonable publi cat ion ; containing Stories by 

t.he fo llowing well-known Authors:-

.JOHN STRANGE WINTER (Authnr of "Bootle's Baby," 
&c., &c.) 

GEO. MANVILLE FENN (Author of "The Sapphire Cross,' 
&c., &L:.) 

W. L . ALDEN (AntlnH· of "'l'old by the Colonel," &c., &c.) 

HUGH COLlD[AN DAVI DSON. W. W. JACOJ3S. GEO . KNIGHT. 

ALF ltED SLADE. AKl' U Ult HASTINGS. A. HURRY. 

J. H . l:IERNAlW, HENRl GUERLlN. i\I. BABmGTON BAYLEY. 

&c., &c. 

Illustrated by equally well-known Al'ti~t~, including:-

DUDLEY HARDY . T. W AL'l'Elt WILSOX, IU. MAX COWPER. 

W. DEW AB.. LEWIS BAU.II ER '' YOHJCK." STANLAWS. 

L. BROOKS. 0 . GDILLONKE T. B. E. :lllNNS. '1'. COLES. &c., &c. 

'l'his Chr istmas Publicaticn contains 64 lat·ge pages, enclosed 
in a beantif'n l 

COLOURED COVER 

Customers are particularly requested to order early, as the supply is limited. 
111:11:!11!11111' Jll' 111•:11: Ill'''' :lll!llllllll!f!l!llllll'IUIII<:IIIU.:UIIIIIIIItl,flll!llllll/./1111 

Edmund Durrant & Co., 
Discount Booksellers, Stationers, Bookbinders, &c. 

"ESSeX Rt:Vlt:W" OFFICE:, 

90, HIGH STRE ET, CHELMSFORD. 
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SPECIAL ATTli:NTION GIVEN TO 

If yon arc wanting any work relating to t he 

County History, Topography, Worthies, Natural History, Etc., Etc., 
ENQUIRE 01" 

EDMUND DURRANT & CO., CHELMSFORD. 
Detailed Lists sent post free on application. 

Robert Hall, when asked how many sermons a preacher 
could prepare in a week, replied: "If he is a man of pre-eminent 
ab ility, one ; if he is a man of ordinary ability, two; if he is an ass, 
six ." The same opinion might apply to an author and tile num ­
ber of books prepared in the course of a year. 

.A London bookse ller has a Burns MS. of unique character. 
It is the application made by the poet for the post of gauger, and 
opposite the word "character" there is inscribed, in Burns' 
characte ristically bold caligraphy, "None." 

It is said that Dr. Nansen has netteo 1., r4,ooo over his new 
book, £ ro,ooo from Messrs . .A. Constable and Co., and £4,ooo 
from the proprietors of the Daily Cltronide. 

" The Child, The Wise Man, and The Devil " is the title 
of a curious little book by Coulson Kenahan, author of "God and 
the .Ant." It is published by James Bowden, Henrietta-st reet, 
Covent Gard·en, and is well worth perusing. The price is one 
shilling. 

Messrs. Cassell are publish ing, in monthly parts, a New 
History of the Church of England, by the Dean of Gloucester. 
Illustrated. 

Sir Waiter Besant has written an article on "The Children 
of the City" for the Christmas number of the "Temple Magazine." 

HOYAL EXCHANGE ASSURANCE. 
INCORPORATED A.D. 1720. 

FUNDS £4,000,000. CLAIMS PAID £35,000,000. 
LIFE. FIRE. SEA. ANNUITIES. 

/<'o1· the LATES'l' DEVELOPliHJNTS of LTF'E ASSURANCE, con~nlt th 
Pro,<pecttM of the CO?'pomtion. 

l<'ull pn,rtieulars on application to CHIE~' On·rcE: BOY.AL EXCHANGE, 
E. C., or to MR. E. DUlU't.ANT, 90, Hwu S'l'REll1', C II EC:llSFO!iD . 



ODDE KOTES, VII. 

An amusing story of the late Archbishop Benson was told 
the other clay by the Bishop of Carlisle. His Grace had a dog 
called Watch, and the animal invariably accompanied its master 
to chapel when at Lambeth , but remain ed at the door until the 
se rvice was over. Bishop Barclsley, who knew the dog, a dark 
collie, as well as he knew the A rchbishop, says that on one occa· 
sion the Archbishop and his clog went as usual to the chapel, and 
the clog waited outside the door. The Archbishop was reading the 
Lesson from St J olm, which com mences with the words, " I say 
unto thee, watch," when the dog. hearing its name, rose up from 
the door and walked solemnly up to its master's stall. 

'l'he act10n brought by Mr. H,obert Watson agamst Su· George 
N ewnes, Limited, has some interest for authors, although the case 
he put forward was a bout as weak a one as it is possible to con­
ceive of. The admitted facts were that Mr. Watson left a manu· 
script of a story at the ofii.ce of" Tit Bits" with the leaves loose, 
a nd th at he received it back several months afterwards with a noti­
fication that it was unsui table. 'rhe disputed facts all eged by the 
plain tiff are that several pages of the manuscript had been lost by 
defendant's carelessness, and that the delay was excessive. 'l'he 
judge of the Westminster County Court, wh ere the case was hP.ard , 
found against the plaintiff on both issues of fact. The on ly lesson 
to be learnt from th e case is that authors shou ld be more 
business-like in thei r cl ealings with ecl itors. If an author is not 
willing to leave a manuscript to be considered at the editor's 
convenience, howe ver long a tim e that may entail , he should state 
a period within which it must be returnecl. It is true the author's 
answer will be that that course may lead to the return of the MS. 
unread . Yes, but there is no law yet passed compelling an editor 
to read a manuscript, nor is it possible to assume an agreement to 
that effect from the mere retention of a manuscript - literary 
World. 

Book lovers have cause to bl ess the discovery of the Oxford 
India paper. A one vo lume edition of Robert Browning's com­
plete poetical works is now published, wh ich is light and con­
ven ien t to use, thanks to th e employment of this famous pape r, 
and yet consists of upwarcls of 1,5oo pages. The f1rst issue of th e 
two volume edition on ordinary paper is now out of print.- Lztemry 
World. 

FOR THE USE OF TOURISTS AND OTHERS. 
Fcp. Svo. 2s. 6cl. n ett. Pos:r FREE. 

@tt~~ant'; ~an.b'.lt.o.olt f.ol:' QE;;.ex, 
A Gttide to the P>·incipal Objects of Interest in each Parish i n the Cottn t y, 

With an Introduction treating of i ts History, Geology, Area, Population, Dialect, 
Antiquities, Worthies, Natural History, &c., &c., 

By M ILLER C HR I STY, F . L . S ., 
\\'l 'l'fl MAPS. 

"'rh is li ttle book ought to bo commended as a mod el to wri t ers of gu ide 
books." - Athenmttm. 

Chelmsford : EDMUND DuRRANT & Co., 90 High Street . 
London: Simpkin , Marshall, & Co., Stationers' Hall Court. 
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A S f~'LEOTION FR0111 

MESSRS. EDMUND DURRANT & CO.'S LIST 
OF PUBLICATIONS. 

Th e Essex Review, an Illn stm tecl Quar t('l'ly Hooorcl. ·vols. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 (1892-
3-'t-5-6). Red Cloth ; 7s 6cl. nett. Snbscription 5s . pe r year, post free. 

Household Hints to Yo un g Housewives. By MARTHA CAREFU T, , 23rd 
edition. Crown octavo, 6cl. p ost free. 

P rofessor Hu x le y and His Work (Odcle papers No. 2). By W. H. 
CREAoEY. 13 oclcle p ennies. 

Kennedy , John, Rev . A Ristoi'Y of the Pm·ish of (Low) Leyton, Essex, 
Map and other illustrat ions . lmp. Svo, cloth, 2 1 ~ . nett, large paper, £2 2s. 
nett. 

Marm ad uk e, Empero r of Europe, by X. Crown S>o, cloth . Gs. 
Ritchi e, J . E. Some of our East Coast •rown s. Crown Svo, sewed, 6cl. 
Durrant's Cycling and T our ist Map of 20 mil es round Chelmsford . 6cl. , 

on cloth 1s. 
Th e Offi cial Handbook of th e Cricket, Cyc lin g , Football, Ath letic, and 

Lawn Tennis Clubs of Essex. By Ro BER'!' CooK, L .A.C., 1895. Published 
annua,ll y in Mity, 2d. , by post 3d. 

Th e Ancient Sepulchral Monuments of Esse x . By FRED . CHANCELLOR, 
F.R. I. B.A. Imp. 4to, cloth, illust rated, £-t 4s. nett . 

Poe ms by AT.ICI~ E. An.GE:~T, wi t h n,n in tl'Orlnction b_v the l~i ght Etev. BrsHOP 
Cr, AUG ll '!'ON. Crown Svo, cloth, 3s. Gel. netG, post free. 

Durrant's Handbook fol' Essex . A G-nicl e to all th e Principal Objects of 
Interest in each Pari sh of t he Connt_v . B_v ~fLLLICR CHRISTY, 1<'.L.S. With 
1\[aps, 2B. Gel. nrtt, post f ree. 

"One or the b.;st Gni<le Book s in cxistcnce ."-Evrniug 1\-en·s. 
Th e Birds of Essex. A contr ibu tion to tho N;ttuml History of t he Cou nty. 

With numerous illustrations. Two Plan s, and one Plato. By MILT.mt 
CruusTY, F .L S. Dem ~- 81'0, scarlet cloth, J ;)s. nett, post free . 

A History of Felsted S chool. Wi th Fomo nc-conn t of the Founder and his 
Descendants. By Jon:-.- S.IRGEAU:o.-'1' , ~[ A.. lllustmtecl, 4s. nett. 

Th e Trade Signs of Essex. A popula r ncc-ou11t of t he o1·igin and 1r. ea11ing­
of the Public-house and otlwr sign s now o1· fo rm erl y found in the Connty 
of E ssex. By Mli,LER C HI< !STY. Dem_v s,·o, cloth , 7s. Gel. nett. 

Da ily Rays of Li gh t for Si c k and Weary Ones. Compiled by ]<jul'l'll L. 
" 'G r.Ls , with a Prefn,cc by the He\'. l'Jo :BENDAll Y HUTTOK . Crown Svo, 
cloth, Gs. 

Th e Limits of Ritual in the Chu i'ch of Eng land. By Re,7. R. E . BARTL I~ '!"r , 
M .A. , late Follow and Tu tor Trin i ty Colleg-e. Oxford; Hampton Lectmer, 
1888. Heprintcd by perm ission fi'Om •' C'ON'I' I·:~'IJ'URA!W REva:w." P rice 3d, 
by post 3}cl.; 2s. 9c1. pc1' doz. , post free. 

Hom espu n Y'lrns By EnwiN COL LE B . Crown Svo, clot h, 3s. Gel. 
Roy a l Illu strated History of Eo>.stern Engl and . By A. D . B.n-KE. With 

11>an.v ill ustrat ions. 2 ,-ok, large g ,-o, cloth, Ss. 6d. 
Dom esday Book relatin g to Essex. Translated by the late T. C. CHI SEl\ · 

HAL E MARSH. 4to, cloth, 2 l s . nett. Only a few eopies un sold. 
J ohn Noak e s a nd Mary Styles. A Poem; , t he E ssex Dialect . By the late 

CHAHI'.ll S C r,A llKE , of To t ham Jlall. Wi t h Glossary and Portrai t, 1s. uett. 
T h e History of Rochford Hundred , Ess '3 x. Vol. I., 15s. Gel ., ,-ol. II., 18s. 

nett. By PIIIr,IP BEN'!'ON. 
Th e First Catech ism of Botany . By JOHN GIBBS. Second Edit ion, 12mo, 

bourds, Gel . 
The Symmetry of Flow ei'S. By JouN GinBs. 18mo, sewed, 4cl. 
Form s and Services us ed in the Di ocese of St. Alban's . Published by 

auth or ity . Lists on uppl icol io, .. 
---------------------

EDMUND DURRANT & Co., go, High St. , Chelmsford. 
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QUARTERLY: PRICE ONE SHILLING AND SIXPENC:E NETT, 



THE . ESSEX . REVIEW. 

AN ILLUSTRATED QUARTERLY RECORD OF 

EVERYTHING OF PERMANENT INTEREST IN THE 

COUNTY. 

EDITED BY EDW ARD A. FITCH. 

CONTENTS. 

Notes of the Quarter 
Eccl.::sia.o!tical Boundaries; Mayors ; Parliamentary Electorate ; 
Harwich Harbour; Coal ; Epping Forest Museum; New Churches, 
etc. ; Church Restorations, etc. ; Obituary. 

Essex Churches. XVI. St. Andrew's, 
FRED CH.\NCELLOR, J.P., F.R.I.B.A. 

Old West Ham and Its Neighbourhood. 
SPARVEL-BAYLY1 B.A. 

Hornchurch. By 
(Illustrated) 

By the late J. A. 

Daniel Defoe, the Tile-Maker of Tilbury, Essex. By GEORGE 

PAGK 

I 

x8 

D . .w, F.R.M.S. 46 

A Successful Essex Journalist. By J. EWING RITCHIE 

Notes and Queries · 
Roman Pot Kiln (illustrated); Wanstead Cherry-Pie (illustrated) ; 
A Queen at an Essex Fair ; Warley Camp ; House Gables. 

NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

59 

All contributions, letters (for publication or otherwise), books for 
review, etc., to be addressed to the Editor (Mr. E. A. Fitch), Brick 
House, Maldon. 

Correspondence relating to subscriptions, advertisements, and all 
other business matters, should be addr~ssed to the publishers. 

0' CLOTH COVERS for Binding Volumes may be had of the Publishers, 
Price 1/6; or Messrs. E. Durrant & Co. will bind Subscribers' 
parts for 2/- nett. 

* * * New Subscribers are recommended to make early application jQI' 
copies of Vols. I. II. III. & IV. Price of each 7/6 nett, bound. 

Estabhslzed over 100 years. 
EDMUND DURRANT & eo., Stationers, Discount Booksellers. Bookbinders. 

and Account Book Manufacturers. Books Bound in every Description of 
Binding on the Premises. go, High Street, Chelmsford. 



THE CAERMARTHENSHIRE MISCELLANY (Incorporating 
CAERMARTHENSH/RE NOTES). Edited by ARTHUR ~hm, F.R.A.S. Monthly, per 
Post 3s. 60. per Annum. The only En{;lish serial of the kind in \Vales. LlaneUy-THK 
EDITOR. Cacrmarthen-"\VEt..SH~tAN" OFFICE. London-EI.LIOT SrocK. 

LEICESTERSHIRE AND RUTLAND NOTES AND QUERIES 
An Illustrated Quarterly .Magazine devoted to the Antiquities, &c., of the two Counties. 
The loan of old documents and copies of Parish Reg:i-.cers solil·ited. Annual Subscription, 
including postage, 45. 6d.; single parts, ts. 6d. Printed and Published by J. and T. SPEXCERr-
20, ~Iarket Place, Leicester. 

THE WESTERN ANTIQUARY; Note Book for De,•on and Cornwall. 
Containing Original Articles, Notes, Queries, Replies, Biographica.l Notices, ami Reviews, 
etc. Edited by W. H. K. Wt<tGIIT, F.R.H.S, Plymouth. Published Monthly, Annual 
Subscription (including Postage), Ss. Superior Edition, 11s. lndex )lumber:;, in all ca.o;ec;, 
extra IS, London; l!:LLIOT STOCK. Exeter: jA:"-.lES G. Co:--.nuN. PlymoULh: \V. H. LUKE. 

THE EAST ANGLIAN; or. Not~s and Queries on Subjects connected 
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ON SALE BY 

Messrs. E. DURRANT & Co., 90, High St., CHELMSFORD. 
CHAPPELL & CO.'S 

Upright Grand PianofOrte. 

THIS Instrument is constructed in accordance with the latest scientific 
discoveries in acoustics and on similar principles to the Horizontal Grands· 

The wood is prepared, and the sound board fixed in a special manner so that the 
greatest resonance is obtained from every part of its surface. The action is 
perfect in touch, and gives the performer every facility in producing graduations 
in tone from the most delicate Pianissimo to the loudest Sforzando. The 
SostenutQ, or tone sustaining capacity, is really surprising, and the under 
dampers silence the strings as soon as the fingers leave the keys. The Frame 
being of Iron insures the instrument keeping well in tune. 

Rosewood Case Marqueterie Panel 50 guineas. 

Heirht 4 ft. 2 in. Len.gtlt 4 ft. 8 ill . Deptk 2ft. 
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The wood is prepared, and the sound bo<1rd fixed in a special manner so that- the 
greatest resonance is obtained from every part of its surface. The action is 
perfect in touch, and gives the performer every facility in producing graduations 
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