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THE HISTORY OF THE BARRINGTON FAMILY. 

Edited by G. AL.A.N LoWNDEs, M.A. 

(Continued from Vol. I. JHIKt 4., New Series, page 273.) 

H UMPHREY BARRINGTON the eldest son of 'Thomas, succeeded 
to the estates and wood-wardship of the forest. He was a 
very wild and turbulent man, and his name appears 
both during his father's lifetime and afterwards, in the 
court rolls of the Manor as having been summoned for 
assults upon different persons. There are six such entries, 
and they all seem to have been serious cases as weapons 
were used in them all. 

The first was for shooting at Thomas, the servant of 
Thomas Sampson, and saying at the time that he hoped the 
arrow would go right through his middle. A counter 
summons was then taken against Thomas for threatening to 
shoot Humphrey; but as both parties seem to have been 
equally blameable'~' no further notice appears to have been 
taken in the matter. 

The second summon& was for an assult on John N oke, the 
constable, with an open knife, "cum uno cultello tracto 
vocato Wode-knyff." For thjs he was fined twelve pence. 

The third was for assulting William Benyngton with a 
lance, "cum una lancia; " he was fined two-pence for this. 

The fourth was for striking Row land W ever with a 
bill-hook, "cum una falcastro," fined one penny. 

The fifth was for wounding the same man with a sword, 
"cum uno gladio." There does not appear to have been 
any fine in this case; and Rowland Wever was himself 

• This family was existing in the parish of Hatfield Broad Oak at the beginning 
-of the present century. 

(VOL. II. PART I, NEW SERIES ,] A 
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brought up and fined for being a. common swearer and 
disturber of the .King's peace, so that H umphrey's 
companions were quite as disreputable as he was himself. 

He was summoned a sixth time together with William 
.Whyte and John Coket, for an assult on Wa]ter Bursted. 
with a dagger and a knife, "cum uno daggardio, et uno 
cultello." No fine is named in this matter. 

In other respects Humphrey led a most discreditable life; 
in 14 7 8 an order of the court was made that he should not 
maintain nor harbour in his house, J oan, the daughter of 
John Payn, a woman of scandalous conduct, under a 
penalty of ten pounds. (This according to the usual 
computation of the different value of money, would be con
siderably more than one hundred pounds of the present 
currency.) J oan is named in the order a woman "valde 
viciosa." 

These summonses occur in different years from the second 
to the seventeenth of King Edward the Fourth. 

The following memorandum made by Mr. Micklefield 
(page 265, vol. I., New Series,) on an old roll of courts 
held for different manors in the time of Sir Nicholas de 
Barenton, in the thirty-third year of King H enry the Third, 
must have been made in this Humphrey's time. 

"Her mayze vndyrstande yt y' Auncestres of yo' Mod" syde bad 
Coorts to these iiij Man" Ramsden, Wrytell, Chygwall, Hatfield & 
Triplowe. Y• man' of Ramesden is now in y• handes :of .my lord 
Bouchier. Wrytell in y• handes of j--and at Triplowe and 
Chigwell was ther no Coorts held y' xx yeres, and so discontinued. 
And at Hatfield it was seyd to me yt my Fad' have had suffryd his 
tenants to do sute at y• Coort of my Lord Umfre, Duke of Buckynghm 
now lateward discessed, & divers of the tenants told me yt my fad' 
Baryngton had recygned his Corte up to my seyd Lord. And yt caused 
me to blame him as I durste, and he answered me pleinly yt it was not 
so; but be seyd yt the suffryd these to psentes the thing in the lords 
Cort yet owte of ryght to be psented in his Cort of his Man' calld 
Baryngton Hall, in Hatfield. And I vnclerstode y' yt he trustyd & 
supposyd in his mynde and reson, yt it should not hurte his 
heyrs & I tolde him yt it shuld hurte them. And than was 
he sory he had do so muche hurte. Thes psentes Robt sone 
mayst thou telle to my oncle Baryngton yet he may labo' to have his 
Cort Agayn. And if y• Lords Office" yt then may be wold enteropt 
hym, then may he telle this tale to them in mayntenance of hys ryght 
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for in good feyth y' yt I have wryte is truthe upon charge of my Soule 
And he may shewe Oort RoUes of Ooorts in his fad" name held Anno 
viijo henrici sexti & an xiijo & xiiij & XV0 oiusdem regni & thm Rolles yt 
be. Kepe styll this Oort Rolls on y' pte for they may do you good 
and to hym nev' havm in y• withalding." 

Humphrey Barrington married Margaret Bretton, but 
there is nothing to show either to what family she belonged 
or the name of her fa.ther. They had one son Nicholas. 
Hl),illphrey's brother Edmund was also married, he died 
early and without issue, as Humphrey released his brother 
Edmund's widow Oatherine, from a yearly payment of six 
marks. This deed, which is without date, and two others, 
one dated in 1478 and the other in 1484, are the only 
deeds in which his name is found. Soon after this latter 
date Humphrey must have died, as in 1488 his son Nicholas 
Barrington was in possession of the estates. He was 
married twice. His first wife was Anne, daughter of 
Thomas Darcy of Tolleshunt Darcy, by whom he had three 
sons, Richard, Nicholas, and Thomas. The two elder will 
be named hereafter. Thomas the third son was married, 
(although the name of his wife is not mentioned) and had a 
son also Thomas, and in a deed dated November 20, 1530, 
he is named as Thomas Barrington, senior. On the ninth of 
May 1538, his son Thomas took out Letters of Administra
tion on the death of his uncle Sir Nicholas Barrington's 
widow Elizabeth, who had married for a second husband, 
William Boughton ot Lawford Hall, · Warwickshire, Esq., 
whose widow she appeal's to have been also, and is named 
Dame Elizabeth Barrington, of Lawford. There is not any 
further trace of this Thomas Barrington's family. 

Nicholas Barrington's second wife was Elizabeth. She 
had Ohevesfield and Gravely settled upon her before the 
eighth year of · King Henry the Seventh, as in that year the 
trustees for her and her husband, Nicholas Barrington, 
held a court there. She survived her husband, and was 
afterwards married to - Parker. In the twentv-second 
of Henry the Seventh, a court was held at Ohevesfteld and 
Gravely, by the trustees, for her and her husband Parker. 
These estates at her death reverted to her stepson Sir 
Nicholas Barrington. 
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It appears that Jasper, Duke of Bedford, who held the 
Manor of Hatfield in right of his wife, Katherine, widow 
of Henry, Duke of Buckingham, appointed Thomas Bo · · · 
(the rest of the name is torn off) Woodward of Hatfield 
Forest. A remonstrance against his appointment was 
made by Nicholas Barrington, and on the Duke of Bedford 
making enquiries into the matter, he found the office did 
by right belong to Nicholas, and therefore wrote to Thomas 
recalling his appointment, and ordering him in no w-:.y to 
interfere with Mr. Barrington. Nicholas Barringtoll' died 
on the 27th of September, in th~ twentieth year of King 
H enry the Seventh, and his eldest son, Richard Harrington, 
inherited all his estates. He was then twenty years old. 
H e died soon after, unmarried, and there is no deed or 
document in which his name is mentioned. His next 
brother N icholas Barrington succeeded to all the property 
and the woodwarclship of the forest. He was knighted by 
King Henry the Eighth ; and married Elizabeth, daughter 
of Sir John Brocket, of Brocket Hall, in H ertfordshire, 
and had by her one son, John. 

Sir Nicholas, it appears died in 1521, as his will was 
proved in October in that year. This will was elated, 
July 22nd, 1515, and in it he left all his lands, manors, 
&c., in trust for his son and heir apparent John, on his 
attaining the age of twenty years, describing him at 
the time the will was made, as eight years old. Lady 
Barrington survived him, and afterwards married William 
Bough ton of Lawford Hall. J ohn Barrington was, until he 
came of age, under the guardianship of Thomas Bonham, 
Esq. 

(It appears that on the attainder of Edward Stafford, 
Duke of Buckingham, the manor and forest of Hatfield came 
to the Crown ; and after some t ime the wooclwardship was 
granted by King Henry the Eighth, with a fee of four pence 
a day, to N icholas Clark, one of the walkers in the forest, 
to which last-named office he had been appointed by the 
Duke of Buckingham.) 

Thomas Bonham, as guardian to John Barrington, pre
sented a petition to Cardinal Wolsey, on the subject of 
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this appointment, in which he stated that the woodwardship 
of Hatfield forest, had been held by the Barrington family 
time out of mind; that it was granted to them by King 
Henry the First, which grant had been confirmed by many 
succeeding Kings. And he therefore prayed that Clark 
might be removed from, and his ward John Barrington 
appointed to, the office, as held by his father and ancestors 
for many generations. As the name of Nicholas Clark is 
not met with again, and as the woodwardship was certainly 
held by the Barrington family, shortly after this time, in 
all probability this petition was successful. John Barrington 
married Elizabeth, the daughter of his guardian Thomas 
Bonham, and his wife Catherin,~, sister and heir of Henry 
Lord Marney, Knight of the Garter. Thomas Bonham 
had also a son, Sir Walter Bonham, on whose death, his 
sister Elizabeth became his heir. John Barrington had 
by her one son, Sir Thomas Barrington who was under 
age at the time of his father's death. During his minority 
his mother, as his guardian, held a court at Chevesfield 
in 1546. Sir Thomas afterwards sold his Hertfordshire 
property to George Clerk, having previously held courts 
there in his own name. He appears to have taken a very 
active part in the public business of the county, and there 
are extant letters to him from the lords of the council 
relating to different matters ; one of which is as follows, 

'' To o' loving freende 
Thomas Barrington, Esquire 

After our very harty commendacons. We pceyne by lres written vnto 
us by our very loving freende S' Ra:ffe Sadlier, Knyght, yo' honest 
travaile and diligence used in the apprehending of Harvie Stewarde 
of the L. Morley, according to the said Mr. Sadliers order and 
appointment for the which as you deserve good commendation so doo· 
wee gyve vnto you our harty thanks for the same not dowting of the 
contynnance of yo' faythfull and honest service in the lyke when any 
occasion shall be offered. Wherby you shall deserve well of the 
Queenes Ma''' and yo' countrie and gyve us cause to reporte the same 
vnto her highness who we doubt not will take yo' doings therein 
gracous and thank full pte. And so fare you hartily well frorri 
Otlands the iiij'h of July 1570. 

Yo' loving freendes, 
R. LEYCESTER, 
F. CLYNTON; W. HOW ARD 
F. KNOLLYS JAMES CROFT. 
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Thomas Barrington was knighted by Queen Elizabeth 
and was sheriff of Essex and Hertfordshire in the fourth 
year of her reign and member of Parliament for the county 
of Essex .in her fourth Parliament and fourteenth year of 
her reign. He was married twice, his first wife was Alire 
daughter of Lord Morley, by whom he had one daughter, 
Elizabeth, who married Edward Harris of Upminister in 
the county of Essex, Esquire. Sir Thomas Barrington's 
second wife was Winifred, second daughter and coheir of 
Henry Pole, Lord Montague and widow of Sir Thomas 
Hastings. The settlement on this marriage was dated 
October 16th, 1559, the first year of Queen Elizabeth, and 
is the last of the long series of deeds, &c., now preserved, 
relating to the family. Lady Barrington's elder and only 
sister Catherine, was married to Francis, second earl of 
Huntingdon, of the Hastings family, and elder brother of 
Sir Thomas Hastings, Lady Barrington's first husband. 
The father of these ladies H enry Lord Montagu, was son of 
Sir Hicharcl Pole, Knight, by Margaret P lantagenet his wife, 
countess of Salisbury, sister and sole heir of her brother 
Edwarcl, earl of Warwick, and daughter of George duke of 
Clarence, brother of King Edwarcl the fourth. 

Both Lady Barrington's father Lord Montagu, and her 
grandmother Margaret countess of Salisbury, were beheaded 
for high treason in the reign of King Henry the eighth. 
The injustice of the sentence on Lady Salisbury was felt by 
both of King Henry's daughters Queens Mary and Elizabeth. 
The first on coming to the Crown issued letters patent 
stating that "In consideration of the good services clone by 
"Margaret countess of Salisbury, grandmother to the Lady 
" Winifred, now wife of Sir 'Thomas Hastings, Knight; and 
" of the good services done by the said Sir Thomas and 
" Winifred; she granted to the said Sir Thomas and Winifred 
'' his wife, one of the kinswomen and heirs of the said 
"countess of Salisbury, being, that is to say, one of the 
"daughters of Henry, Lord Montagu, first son of the said 
"countess of Salisbury, the reversion of the manor of 
" Olavering, with the appurtenants belonging, in the county 
" of Essex. To have and to hold to the said Sir Thomas 
"and the heirs of the body of the said Winifred." 
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.And Queen Elizabeth also " In consideration of the late 
"countess of Salisbury's good services and those of her 
"kinswoman the lady Winifred, and her husband Sir Thomas 
" Barrington, conferred on them the manor of Bushey in 
"Hertfordshire, to be held by them under the same tenure 
"by which the countess o£ Salisbury, the lady Winifred's . 
"grandmother, held it at the time of her death.'' 

Camden in his account of Essex, in the Britannia says, 
after naming Hallingbury, "and more to the east is 
"Barrington Hall, the seat of the noble family of the 
"Barringtons, who in the time of King Stephen were 
"greatly enriched with the estate of the Lords Montfichet 
" that then fell to them, and in the memory of our fathers 
"a match with the daughter and heir of Henry Pole, Lord 
"Montagu, son and heir of ~Iargaret countess of Salisbury, 
"rendered them more illustrious by an alliance -with the 
"royal blood.'' In consequence of this marriage the 
descendants of Sir Thomas Barrington and this lady were 
entitled to quarter the royal arms of England. (It was in 
the reign of King Henry the third, and not in that of 
Stephen, that the Barringtons succeeded to some of the 
Montfichet property.) 

In addition to the manors of Clavering and Bushey thus 
granted to her and her heirs, Lady Barrington, as co-heir of 
her father, inherited large estates in Yorkshire, Lincolnshire, 
Essex, and the I sle of Wight, all of which descended to 
her son Sir Francis. Sir Thomas and she had another son, 
Henry, who died unmarried, and a daughter Katherine, 
who married William, elfl.est son of Sir Ralph Bourehier, of 
Benningborough in Yorkshire, by whom she had a family. 
This William Bourchier became afterwards deranged and 
his father Sir Ralph, not having carried the stipulations of 
his son's marriage settlement into effect, a petition on the 
subject was presented to the Lord Treasurer Burghley by 
Mrs. Bourchier's brother, Sir Francis Barrington. In all 
probability the matter was satisfactorily arranged as Mrs. 
Bourchier and her family afterwards resided at Benning
borough and were in possession of the property. 

Sir Thomas Barrington was a Protestant, his wife the lady 
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Winifred was a Roman Catholic, but her son Francis so 
wrought upon her that she became convinced of her error, 
and conformed to the Protestant religion. She then took 
from her neck a golden Crucifix, she had before constantly 
worn, and gave it to her son. He had it made into rings 
on which he caused the following lines to be engraved:-

Blessed be that light 
That gave me sight 

Of false Devotion, 
And doth direct 
Me to affect 

The true Religion. 

Although married to Sir Thomas Barrington, the lady 
W jnifred continued to call herself Lady Hastings. Lady 
Banington survived her husband many years. The fo llow
ing letter to her from her nephew the earl of H untingdon, 
was written to her most probably on her widowhoocl-

To my very good Lady 
and Aunte the La : 
Wini:hed Hastings. 

My very good L ady. I und'stand by 8' Henry Gate that he hath a 
graunt of the advowson of the Parsonage of Rowley in Yorkeshire, 
vnder yo' LaY' hand and although he cloubteth not of the contineance 
of yo' LaY' goodwill, and likewise of his enioyinge the benefit thereof, 
at the next Prentacon, yet hath he clesirecl me to remember yo' LaP 
thereof, and to request you when it shall be voide, he may not be 
prevented therein by Wly others, wherein I am the more willinge to 
desire yo' LaP' favor, for that I am prsuaclecl that he will present such 
a man vnto it as shall both be honest ancl learned. Thus wt11 my 
hearty commendacons I comytt y' goocl La" vnto the tuicion of the 
Almighty. 

At the Court the fu·st of Mch, 1582. 

Your louying Nephew 

H. HUNTYI\'TION. 

In an agreement with her son Francis, elated 26th year 
of Elizabeth, she is called "the lady Winifred Hastings, 
"widow, lately wife of Sir Thomas Barrington, Knight," 
and she signs her name "Winifriyd Hastyngs." This 
agreement was that she should resign and give up to her 
son, the leases of the parsonages of Hatfielcl, and of some 
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lands in Stanstead Park. On her death the following lines 
were written; 

"In obitum Domine Winifrede Barrington, 
Faire J oane yt honorable, verteous pearle, 
Child of John Gaunt of famous M emorie, 
The second wife of Ral ph \V estmoreland, Earle. 
Had issue, Richard Earle of Sa)jsburie, 
Whose famous heire cal'd by his father's name, 
Was Earle of Salisburie & W arwicke eke. 
H e left co-heires twaine, of worthy fame, 
Oal'd Isabel and Anne: both faire & meeke. 
These sisters two, two Brothers eke did wed 
King Richard named the third, made Anne his bride. 
George, Duke of Clnrence, the eldest married. 
'rhoire heire, Edward Earle ol' Warwicke, clied 
And left no Child : therefore his Sister faire 
Countess of Salisburie, that Margaret hight 
Was of ~hat blood left the sole only heire. 
Her eldest son & h eire by right 
Was Henry Pole, Lord Montagu 01·eat. 
Whose two Oo-heires Katherine & Winifride 
Vnto two Brothers ioyned in married state. 
The eldest sister was the lovely bride 
Of Francis Hastyngs, Earle of Runtingdon, 
Whose issue cloth enjoy that Earledome still. 
Faire Winifride, h er wedded life begunn 
\Vith Thomas Hastings, Kt whome death did kill 
\Vho dead, she wedded Thomas Barrington 
A worthie Knight, whome she likewise surviv'd 
Anclnow, Alass! at last her g-lasse is runn. 
Whenas some fourscore yeres compleat she livd 
One only Sone and heire she leaves behinde, 
Ca.l'd Francis Barring-ton, a worthie vVight, 
Her royal bloucle & vertues of her mincle 
I£ more may bee, doe shine in him more Lright 
Then though yo" moane her death, who hear cloth lye 
Joy for the life of her posterity. 

On the death of Sir Thomas Barrington, her son Francis 
Barrington succeeded to a very large estate consisting o± 
manors and lands in Essex, Yorkshire, Lincolnshire, Hert
fordshire, Cambridgeshire, Suffolk, Middlesex, and the 
Isle of Wight. 

Amongst other Essex property was the site of the clis
solved Priory of Hatfield Broad Oak, which, with lands 
and tenements formerly belonging to it, had been purchased 

B 
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by Sir Thomas Barrington from Thomas N oke, who had 
bought them from the commissioners of the court of 
augmentations about the year 1541, the dissolution having 
taken place in 1534. The buildings belonging to the Priory 
were all standing at the time of the purchase, and this 
place was made the principal residence of the family, and 
continued to be so for upwards of one hundred years. In 
the time of Sir Charles Barrington the whole was taken 
down as will be shown hereafter. 

In 1588 on the alarm of the Spanish invasion, when the 
forces of the different counties were called into active 
service, Mr. Francis Barrington had the command of a 
company in one of the Essex regiments and was on duty 
with it in camp. In August (the Armada having been 
driven from the coast in the preceding month) his men had 
leave to return home for a time, to assist in getting in the 
harvest, this is shewn in the following letter from Sir 
John N orreys. 

To the Right worshipfull 
Oapten Francis Barrington. 

8' . Her Matie having:e regard to the damage that her subjects ruyght 
sustaine in their harvest by their absence contynvinge here in the Camp, 
is pleased that you shall for a tyme retyer yo'self and yo' company to 
the place of there aboud, except such solders as ar by the lord g·enerall 
espesciall warrant commanded to remayne in the camp; holdinge you" 
self and you' cumpany reddy at one houers warninge to r epayre agayne 
to any suche place as you shal be commanded whereof my lorde hath 
willed me to gyve you notice to serve for you' Dyschatge in that behalf. 

At camp the xvj th daye of August 1588. 
J. NoRREYs. 

Mr. Barrington was Knight of the Sru.Te for Essex in the 
43rd year of Elizabeth, and continued to represent that 
county in every parliament dming his life. He, like his 
father, took a very active part in public business and there 
are many letters to him from the lords of the Council, Lord 
Burghley, Lord Htmsdon, Lord Chancellor Egerton, Sir 
J. Popham, Sir J. Puckeridge, &c. Amongst those from 
the lords of the Cotmcil is one written during Queen 
Elizabeth's last illness of which the following is a copy. 

" After o' -verie hastie comendacons. Because it ie not to be dowbted 
but that this continuence of her Maties indisposition of health, hath 
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given occasion to the multitude especiallie to those that are of evill and 
vnquiet disposition to raise and disperse many rumours every one 
according to his humour and affection. Although we are assured that 
the better & wiser sorte of men will govern themselves w'h such 
discretion & iudgment as is mete, yet for that there canot bee to much 
care had in such case to prevent disorders, or any y• least disturbance 
of the comon quiet, in w•h everie good subiect is interested. Wee have 
thought it verie expedient by theise o' lres (as Coundlors) according to 
the dutie we owe to God, h er Ma''" & the State to advise and permonish 
you (being prsons of chief Authority & Reputation in that Countie & 
en tyre affecon to the preservation of the State) and to require you to 
take extraordinary care at this time, so farre forth as may appertain to 
yo' places & qualities, both to the suppression of all uncertaine & evill 
rumours concerning the state of her Ma''"' health or of ought else 
thereto apperteyning & for the prevention and redresse of all unlawfull 
assemblies, actions, & disorderly attempts that such Rumours may 
breed there in the County about you. Assuring· you that as her Ma''" 
(by whose authority we do this) liveth w'h good sence & memorie 
(thanks to God) wth good hope of p'fect recoverie & Amendm'. So if 
it shall please God to afflict this State w'h such an inestimable losse & 
cause of griefe, you shall be truely & timely advised thereof from us ; 
to the end that we & you & all others y' truly love the State may in 
unity & comon amitie .joyne together, in all such respects as may 
preserve, both in publick & private y• peace & tranquillitie of the same. 
And in the meanwhile whatsoever contrarie reports or Rumo" you shall 
hear divulged you may assuredly hold to p'ceed from ignorance, levity, 
or evill affection. And so psuading ourselves y' in the pformance of 
this o' lie & direction you will carry y'selves w'h such moderation & 
wisdome as is mete we bid you verie hartily well to fare. From the 
Court at Richmond this xvj'h of March, 1603. 

Yo' verie loving freinds, 
Jo. CANT. THo'. EoERTON. C. S. BucKHURST. NoTl'INGH.A.M. 

GmB SHREWsBURY. E. WoRCESTER. W. KNoLLYS. 

En. WoTTON. Jo. STANHOPE. Ro. CECILL, J. FoRTESCUE. 

To o' verie loving freincls 
The High Sheriff & Comiss" 
of the Musters in the Countie 
of Essex & the rest of the 
Justices of the Peace. 

Queen Elizabeth died on the 24th of March, eight clays 
after the date of this letter, and on the 28th there was a 
meeting at Chelmsford of the High Sheriff and Justices of 

. the Peace and arrangements were made for proclaiming 
King J ames in eyery " Market Town, great peopled place, 
and thoroughfare," in Essex. 
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On the _arrival of the King in England, Mr. Barrington 
prepared to meet him and received the following letter, 
apparently from · his tailor, on the subject of the proper 
dress to appear in on the occasion. 

London this 151h day of Aprill 1603. 
Right WorP11 

My humble dewtie being· Remenbred thiss is to certifie yor 
W o'P that I r eed of my L" Rich the some of twentie Poundes for the 
w'h I gave in acq1:litau ce for. Allso according to yo' WorP' direction 
I have inquired concerning the manner of meetinge the Kinge wch is 
generally thought to be in blak w'h oute all cuttiuge, plaine, w'h divers 
W orP1 men of good Qualitie have prepared for, some in blak Sattin & 
some in Velvet and other some in blak stufl'e -further more for the 
Coronation, for those w'h are in ther Robes have Foote Clothes, and 
many others of good account w'h foot clothes allso, & some in Rich 
Saclles allso. much white Sattin & ash call' & such like Callers w'h much 
imbrothering is prepared against the Coronation allso, imbrothering· 
is now verie deare, allso much gould lace is worne wch in my opinion 
is cheap and better, there is of divers sorts som'.l trimmed with small 
gould lace & some broad, in my opinion of either side the panes with 
a cut in the middle is best, never the lesse I wold desire you W orP 
seud me how you woulde have it allso. I have inquired concerning 
cloaks & can h eare but of one rich Cloak wch is worn but the most pte 
be of B. Velvet or grogram or cloth some wtt• lace, some w'h borders 
and most of them lyned with rich stufes as cloth of goulcl & silver & 
other w'h Tafl'etie. Yf y0

' vVorP shall have y' blak Sattin plain I can 
cut it when yo' WarP have worne it yf it be a weeke or two, also I 
wold desiJ:e yo' WarP to send me word whether you would have cloth 
of gould or silver for the parries & so praieing to God for yo' W orP 
h ealth w'h my M'' I committ yo•· W or" to the ptaction of th' Almightie, 

Yo' W or" to use 
To the Right Wo1 EDWARD SHAW. 

Mr. Barrington att 
Hatfield dd' theise. 

Mr. Barrington met the King at Theobalds and was 
there knighted on the 7th of May 1603. In the February 
following he was a candidate for the county of Essex, for 
the first Parliament of King J ames. It appears that at the 
time the writs for this parliament were i.ssued, the king 
published a proclamation forbidding canvassing for votes 
and " all factious laboring for the places of Knights or 
"Burgesses." But in spite of this proclamation very 
active prepamtions for a contest were entered into in Essex. 
The candidates were, Sir Francis Barrington, Sir Gamaliel 
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Capel and Sir Edward Denny, the last being most strongly 
supported by the Comt. There is an exceedingly curious 
and amusing correspondence preserved respecting this 
election of which the following is a full accotmt. 

The :fhst letter in. elate is from Lord Rich to Sir Francis 
Barrington and is thus addressed. 
To my very loveing Cosin 

S' Francis Barrington 
Knig·ht w'h spede or 
in his absence to my 
La: his Wife. 
Cosin Barrington 

Inn my passage home I gave knRwledge to M' Tichborne 
at Rom£ord and many others y' y• clay was mistaken, and sent to Sir 
R. Saltingston, my eosin Rich, Mr. Harleston, Mr. Rightly, and others 
in thos parts of y• oertayne day and place . I spake allso w'h S" An: 
Cook and S' Nicholas Cook who promised themselves and means to 
goe ready and directed ym to send in my name to 8' Bar : Whetstone 
of W ooclford. At Chelmsford w her I la ye I sent for yom host, and 
directed him in your nane to take up y• New Inn and Dolphin w•h 
is done. I sent also to y• Lyon but his answer was, h e knew not 
whether his Landlord would serve for you or no. I writ to :Mr Alien 
of Hatfield to give knowledge to 8' Will : Ayli:ff, 8" Rafe Wiseman, 
S' Jo : Sams, Mr Dubborne, and as many as he can uprm friday and 
Saturday at y• markets of Chelmsford and Maulclon fvr y• day. I 
also sent unto Rochford Hundrecl "to informe ym of the error of y• daye 
and from thence sent my man to goe to Dengy Hundred to S' Will: 
Harris of Chicksey and my £rends in those parts, not to fayle ye daye 
and tok upon me to advertise my Lo : of Sussex tenants in thos p11rts 
that my Lo: joyned w'h us. I have sent into Hinckford Hundred to 
let ym understand ye certai:nd time. Y• whole Hunclred y' I can l earne 
stand fume to us. I have written to S' Jo: Tindall, S' Jo . Deane, S' 
An drew Paschall and Mr. J o Paschall of Badowe y• promis as much 
as I can require, only s·· Thos Gardener is adverse . I have written 
to y• Bayliffs of Maulden and Colchester for y"' and all they' £reends. 
my Lo : Darcy hath layd all y• divisions between Brayntrey, Witham 
and Harw•ll, Rochford and Deng·y Hundreds will not much cross us. 
Some great ones yt they hoped of, have returned me word they will 
not oppose against me-Mr Wentforcl of Gosfield was not at home 
when my man was there, but his Wife was of mynd he went w'11 me. 
I have sent to the Rodings, High Easter, and those parts as also to 
Sr Thos Lucas, S" Eel Had : and others to notify y• daye. Vi7hat 

. els I think fit I will not fay le you in. I have caused my Lo : of Sussex 
Officer in my Lo : name to write a new letter to my liking . then 
y• form er letters were sent in his Lo' : first cli.J:ection and I reformed 
his coppy. You must send some body to listen. If the other party 
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gives up to avoyd your greater changes and to warne a stay, if we 
find they yeald yt. and prepal'ation for diet at y• Inns accordinge as 
you shall have cause. I have lost no time since I sawe you, nor will 
not though I should stand alone for I accompt him no friende yl is 
not fu·me. I cannot Imagine how we can lose yl If we have fayer 
playe wthout slights. 

From Leeye I rest .yor' 
RO: RIOHE 

Feb 25 1603 

There is a rough copy (or rather the heads) of a letter from 
Sir Francis Barrington to Sir Thomas Mildmay, wishing to 
know his " Resolution whether he would holde firme or 
not," and adding that he had heard that Sir Thomas had 
engaged nearly all the inns at Chelmsford, in favour of Sir 
Edward Denny, and bBgging to know the truth of t]le 
report, and also what his real intentions as to the election 
were. He then refers to a conversation he had with 
Sir Thomas when they met in the Temple, and to a letter 
he had forwarded to him, but to which he had not received 
any reply. 

Sir Thomas Mildmay appears to have been much offended 
by this letter, as is shewn by his answer of which the 
following is a copy. A. few words in the original are 
illegible. 
To the Rt W'shipfull 
my vearie good freende 
S' Frauncis Barrygton 
Knyg·ht. 
8' a lyttle before I came from London w•h• was on Satterclaye was 
sennyght I r eceaved a letter from you, brought to my house in the 
Mynoryes by an hosteler (as it was toulde me) and there left wthout 
R equest of anye answere w•h• gave me occasion to thinke that you 
desired none. I forgett not the speeche that passed betweene you and 
me lately in the Hares in the Inner Temple, and what answer I 
gave you to the worcles ( ) gentlemen & freencles from you. 
In this accyon betwene Sir Eel : Denny & your selie ys best known to 
you att w•h tyn1e I playnelye toulcl you that neither would I be ledd 
nor driven for any mans pleasure, butt where I had lykinge to give my 
voyce there I would gyve it. And that I shall. 

Indifferent whome it eyther lyke or dislike and that opinion I 
should still and mean to doo. And wishe you not to forgett w hatt 
I toulcl you as a freende att a stall in F leetest-reete where we casuallye 
mett presentlye after the fomer Speeche. If you have hard that I 
have taken off sundrye Innes in Chelmsforde you hard it trewelye for 
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I have done soe & I know not who bath any thoritye to excepte 
againste me in so doing in myne owne towne, beinge lawfully Required 
for myself and my freendes. Butt w'h all yf you have been told that 
I had taken them vpp ether for S' Eel : Denny or you pticularlye, theye 
were not of my Counsell that R.eportecl y' to you. I am son·ye to 
vnderstand of the extraordinarye causes handled in this busyness w•h• · 
I wishe mn.y not encle w'h the discontentment of very manye. And 
make this Countye that haithe in the whole . course of any p-sons 

therein been ever R.eputecl peaceable and quyett now to become 
faccious whereunto you are both bounde as good. . Patryottes to have 
a syngular R eg·ard all personall Respects sett asyde. And so I conclude 

. me vnto you. From my house att Moulsham the xx' of this February 
1603 . Yo' lovinge freencle 

THOs MILD MAY. 

The following angry letter is from the Earl of Suffolk. 
To the Tresourer and 
Chamberlains of vValclen 
and to all my Servants 
tennants & Townsmen 
there. give these 

I understand that you have been laboured unto to give yo' voices in the 
E lection of the Knights of the Shire to S' Francis Barrington Knight. 
Whereat I cannot but wonder that the would eith er solicits any of you 
to that purpose w'h my privitie, or y.ou so slightlie to regard me as to 
pass your voices befo1·e you know my . pleasure, w•h I take verie ill at 
y' hands especially of the better sort that should have had more 
discretion in advising the rest, but how so ever you have ingaged 
yo'selves I have thoug·ht good to signifie unto you my mynd therein 
that I do expect . and challenge at your hands as I am Lorde of the 
Towne & most of you my tennants (if there be no other r espect) that 
you give your free consents & voyces to my good frend s·· Edward 
Denny Knight, w•h if you shall not regard what I now make known 
unto you I will make the proudest of you all r epent it be you well 
assured. And thus much I know it is his Ma'i' ex1)resst pleasure and 
the letter of the late Proclamation inhibits any whatsoever to labour 
aforehand as they have done to be chosen for this service. And so I 
do bidd you fare well from the Court at Whitehall- this xxiij of 
Februarie 1603. 

Yo' frend 
T. SUFFOLKE. 

On the same day that Lord Suffolk wrote the foregoing 
letter from the Court, the Lords of the Council addressed 
the following from the same place. 
To OUl' very loving Friends y• hie Sheriff of the County of Essex and 
the rest of the Justices of the Peace for the said County to whom it 
may appar taine, after our very harty commendacons, 
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His Matic having lately understood to his gr eat dislike, that 
notwithstanding his Proclamation published in all parts of his realme, 
p-hibiting emongst other things, all factious laboring for the places 
of Knights and Burgesses to be elected for this His fixst Parliament, 
that the same his Princely commandment bath not in any parte of the 
realme bine lesse r egarded and obeyed then in that County of Essex, 
in such sort as the principall Gentlemen and Freeholders are sayd to 
have divided themselves into parties. And it is further informed that 
some persons doe seeke to be elected by soliciting their friends, and 
writing letters to most of the Towns and principall Freeholders of 
the County to favor and p-fere ·them to be elected Knights of the 
Shire. w•h information if it be true, the course is not to be allowed 
and may cause great disordor at the tyme of the Election, and con- · 
tinuall dislike to such as in a better zeale to his Maties service shall 
r efuse to adhere to there party. We doe therefore in; his Matics name 
will and r eqnier you to be truly enformed of theis courses and finding 
them to be of this sort then to make known his Matics dislike of this 
ondue an~l disorderly ]feeding to the Gentilmen and freeholders of 
that County as soane as possible you can, signifying to them his 
Matics pleasure that without r espect of psons or solicitacion they doe 
p-ceed to a free election. Ancl y£ any pson. have or shall make llny 
colleetion of freeholders by Callenders or otherwise to strengthen their 
l)artie, as we understand divers have gone abo.ut. Upon further 
certain knowledge thereof, you shall certefy us their names whereby 
such order may be taken w'" thereupon fluther consideration as shall 
be thought :fitt in r egard to the disobedience they shew to his 
Maties order . So we bidd yo11 hartely farewell. 

From the Court at Whitehall the 23 of Februarie 1603. 

Your very loving Friendes 

T. ELLESl\IERE CANC. T. SUFFOLKE. 
E . WORCESTER. CUMBERLAND. H. HOWARD. 
RO: CEOILL. W. KNOLLYS. ED: WOTTON. 
JO: STANHOPE. THOS BENCE. J. HERBERT. 

On the receipt of this letter a general meeting of the 
Justices of the Peace was beld at Chelmsford and after 
much consultation as to the best way they could bring 
about "a good concord amongst the Gentlemen, and a 
"general Peace and Quyett throughout the Cotmty," and 
also to meet the king's wishes, they came to the resolution 
of writing letters to Sir Francis Barrington, Sir Gamaliel 
Oapel, and Sir Edward Denny, to be signed by all then 
present, and stating what they considered the best plan 
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under the circumstances to be pursued, which in the letter 
to Sir Francis Barrington is shewn to have been as follows : 

The reddyest meanes to effect this : W ee have conceyved to be this, 
fu·st by or Lres to solycyte sr Gamaliel Oapel for divers r easons therein 
mentioned as a good P atryot to r elinquish the place for the second 
v:oyce, w•11 we doubt not but he will doe. And then the Emulation 
resting betwene yors_elfe and Sr Edward Denny but for the preceeding 
of place. W ee have lykewyse bethought vs of some medyation therein, 
and such as can be no blemish to eyther of yr Reputations to consente 
vnto. And that ys that you two shall before the tyme of the Ellection 
cast Lot ts for yt, and by that meanes, fortune to be dyrector wth out 
touche of eyther of yor Oredytts. And wee doubt not, but suche ys the 
I.~ove ancl tender zeale that you both doe beaJ:e vnto our Oolmtye that 
wee may p-vayle in this request wth you both. Wee doe hartely praye 
you therefore to sende vs p'sente Aunsweres of yor myndes herein by 
Lre to Sr Thorn• Mildemay, Whoe is desyred by vs to gyve Knowledge 
theirof wt" all expedition, to the ende that every gentleman of 
Reputation ingaged in this Busyenes may reteyne the honor dewe 
vnto hym in the prformance of his worde ; w•h yf yt accorde wth y• as 
wee hope yt will, then the first morninge of the Assizes being Wed
nesday, Wee hould the fyttest tyme for the consumating thereof at 
Brentwood. And soe wee bydd you hartely farewell. 

From Ohelmysford the last of F ebruarye, 1603. 
Y or assured Lovinge Freendes, 

THO: MILDMAY. EDM. HUDDLESTON. ANTHO OOOKE. 
WILLM AYLIFF. 
HENRY MAXEY. 
THO BEOKINGH M 

THOS MILDMAY, Jr. 
THOMAS GARDENER. 
TOMAS WALDEGRAVE, 

Senior. 
RO: HIOHE. THOMAS RA WLINS. 

There is a copy of the letter to SiT Edward Denny which 
is similar to the a_bove, and ·also of the letter to Sir 
Gamaliel Capel. The following is a copy of Sir Gamaliel's 
letter to Sir Francis Barrington on the subject. 

To y• Rt W rsbippfn 
my very loueing Oosen 
Sr FRA: BARIUNGTON 
Knight, n-or . 

.. sr, euen now I received a Lre from my L : Riche wherein his LP very 
honorably desireing no doubt mutualllove & attonemt cloth ioyn wth 
Sll.· H Maynard in a motion vnto me to desist, w•11 is thought may be 
a good means to pcure ye genal.l peace of this County lat~ly disturbed. 
by this opposition. Because I wold be loth to be contradictory to so 
good a pposition (though unhappily I may hereby expose my credit to 
~ c . . 
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diners misconstructions) & because I pceue it is expected yt I shold defray 
~ome good portion of ye charges at ye Election, w•11 I am lothe, because 
it is likely to be extraordinary, I have condescended to ther requests 
& so do now fully purpose to relinquish & not to stand at all, & thus 
hopeing it will be an occasion to make an end of the controversy & 
·unkindness betwen you two and an ease & satisfaction to y• whole 
·oontry, for w•h purposes w'11 an honest intention & love to all p'ties, 
I am become resolued thus to do, and so wisheing it to have ansuerable 
effects to my honest desire, I do remaine yo' 

Very loueing Oosen & frend 
29 Feb: 1603. GAMA: OAPELL. 

Lord Rich the same day wrote to Sir.Francis Barrington, 
addressing his letter in his absence to Mr. Hildersham at 
Barrington Hall ; in it he says : 

This morninge I received yo' Li'e w111 8' Gamaliel's, which I Ieturned 
by the Messenger that brought it vnto me, he came where this morning 
I was, halfe a mile on:wards of my jorny to meet Mr. Butler my 
Phisition of Cambridge as far as Newmarket, seeing he cannot come 
fittly to me to give me phisicke till the time I have promisd my Oooin 
S' Fras- to be cominge from homey' I may be att Leeye on 8atterclaye, 
and on Monday at Ohelsford (if God prmit) ther to see the Election of 
the Knights past. I received from M' 8herifl'e a coppy of the he 
from y• Lords a day since, w•h I have returned him an answere of w•h 
he will not like of. I have sent it t0 Mr. Pake or to 8' J o : Rouse of 
whom you may require the sight of y' to informe 8' Fras: thereof. w•h 
if I had my papers heare, w•h I left at home, I would now send you 
a copy of it," "They that have made their great boasts and bragges 
are it seems doubtfull of their desired effect, seeing they are forced 
to seeke for Letters to y• Lords, whereby they may work upon to 
daunt fearfull creatures y1 will be skarecl w1h a blast of wynde. For 
the letter its as could for their comfort as may be, and such as will 
stagger and goe from their frends for this, I wish they may be frends 
ef y• opposite pty, for my oun part I shall not accompt them my 
frends that shall for this fayle to express their love and promised 
voyce. For the matter of the Oallender I know no part offend more 
than they therin. If it were offence, for it must be known what 
number and what quallity else provision cannot fittly be made for 
men." " They know themselves y' weaker side, y' they have used 
this meanes, for my oun part I should have been ashamed to have 
had my Oosin Bar : to have gone the like course, and so I have 
written to some of them whom they retracted, I am and will be fume 
unto him as the skin of his back, and will never while I breathe fayle 
my freind of my promise, whereof I thinke your M'is fully assured. 
Feare not the matter to do well enough and let them be ashamed y1 

deserve shame. I heare by Mr. Pake y1 ther are more Inns gotten 
since S' Fra : was w111 me at Fornam, whereby it seems if y• opposite 
p1 ha.d taken others up it was but to make a glorious show, seeing 
they release ym againe so soon bef-o1·e the conquest. 8' Tho : Mildmay:· 
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sent I perceive for all ye Justices to be before him at Chelmsford, as 
if he had the comandinge authorytye over them yt by y" letter are his 
equalls and have as much to do as himselfe, and so he shall know if 
they be wyse yt are his fellows. 

Your very assured frende 
RO : RIOHE." 

Sir Hemy Maynard, the . High Sheri:ff, wrote to Sir 
Francis Barrington and invited him to come and dine 
with him at Brentwood, on the next Sunday, the clay before 
the election, to meet Sir Edwarcl Denny, that the question of 
which should stand first might be amicably settled between 
them. There are copies of Sir Francis Barrington's letter 
to the justices acknowledging t}l.e receipt of their letter, 
ancl of his answer to Sir Hemy Maynarcl accepting his 
invitation to dinner, ancl there is lastly a long letter :D:om 
Lord Rich, in which he says that matters have enclecl 
exactly as he expected and foretold, ancl the letter con
cludes as follows : 

I shall come to Leeye uppon Saterday nexte by noone (if God give 
me leave) for that I ppose not to fay le at Ohelmesford uppon Mtmclay 
and not to a-parte thence till I have given my voyce to the aunciente 
name of Barring" to be firste Knight of the Shire, whose anncesters 
I cann averre to be Knights before english was in England, or anie 
name of Knights that I know were in the Oountye, that now make 
greate shew and are newe corners in amongst us, & yet would be 
accompted, as the old proverb is, to carrie the bell awaye, w<h'by their 
favor they must be intreatecl to playe stopp gambell, or as Mr. Sheriffs 
frayse is to stag·ger and he that is a staggering freend of his promis 
I rather leave him to the consol'te of om· opposers than I will accompt 
him anie of myne. I finde by S' Antho Oooke's & some of my freends 
li'es their fu·me r esolution in this busines, for which I shall yeald them 
my due thankfullnes and requitall when occasion shall serve. For in 
this game I purpose wth you to set up my reast, though they all had 
given you the passe. For the matter of provisions, I hope Mr. Pake 
.bath directed to yo' servants such proper thinges as I appointed of my 
private stores, wishing yt had been better for you. And whtelse I have 
shall verie willingly be y'" to supplie you in anie wants that I have 
means to healpe you wth. Whereof as I understand uppon Satterdaye 
at my coming home I shall accordingly direct. And in my passage 
hop1ewards make known to my freinds & neighbours what I shall 
accompte necessarye to ymparte vnto them concerninge this busines 
and yesterdays accon. 

I heai·cl before the receipt of yo' li'e of my Lo : Archbishop's beinge 
taken sicke, whose true amenclment in charitie I wishe, prainge he 
may repente him of the wrongs to God's church and ministers he hath 
done. And that by this exam1Jle the rest of this robe, that have 
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beene Saules may now be converted Paules, that befoi·e th' ende· 
they may be b)lilders and not ruyners of the decayed Wails of there 
J erusalem, and t.hus in haste to dispatch my messenger to you, Mr. 
Sheriff & Mr. P ake I cmmt you to God. 

From Fornham all Sts this present first of March 1603. 
Yo> verie lovinge Dosin 

B.O: RICHE 
The Archbishop referred to was Whitgift who died on 

the 28th of February, 1603. It may be as well to state 
that both Sir Francis Barrington and Lord Rich belonged 
to the (so called) Puritan Party. The election took place 
at the time fixed but there is nothing to shew who stood 
first. H owever in the published list of members, Sir 
Edward Denny is first ·named, so in all probability SiT 
Francis Barrington drew the second lot. 

In the year 1611 King James instituted the order of 
Baronets, the first creation being on the 22nd of May. On 
the 29th of. June in the same year, Sir Francis Barrington 
was made one. As a .Member of Parliament, SiT Francis 
was in opposition to the Court, and in 1626, taking alarm 
at the encroachments attempted to be made by the Crown, 
on the powers and privileges of Parliament, as to raising 
money, he refused to contribute to the loan called for by 
King Qharles the First, and was in consequence called 
before the Privy Colmcil, to account for his conduct ; and 
continuing firm in his refusal to pay, he was committed 
to prison there to remain during the King's pleasure. His 
son-in-law, Sir William Masham, was also committed at 
the same time, and for the same offence. The following_ 
is a copy of the warrant for Sir Francis's committment. 

To the Keeper of the Marshalsea. 
These are to will and co=and you to r eciaue into yom Custody 

the P erson o£ Sir Francis Barrington, Knight and Baronett, and to· 
keep him Prisoner under your charge, vntill His Majesties pleasure 
be further known. 

Dated at the Court at Whitehall, 

THO : COVENTRY CR. 
BUCKINGHAM. PEMBROKE. 
E. DORSETT. BRIDGEWATER. 
GEOB.GE HAY. E. CONWAY. 
F. EDW ARDS. ROB NAUTON. . 

25th o£ October 1626. 

MONTGOMEB.Y. 
HOLLAND. 
D. CAB.LETON. 
JO COOKE. 



BARRINGTON FAMILY. 23 

Lady Banington accompanied Sir Francis to the Mar
shalsea, and stayed with him whilst he remained a prisoner 
there, and where Sir W illiam Masham was also confined. 
It appears that in consequence of this confinement the 
health of Sir Francis Barrington was affected, and in 1627 
he presented petitions to the King, and to the Lords of the 
Council praying to be released ; that to the King was as 
follows: 

To the King's most excellent Majestie. 
The humble Petition of Francis Barrington Knight and Baronet. 

Sheweth . 
. Whereas your Majesties humble Suppliant is now a Prisoner in 

the Marshalsea comitted from the Oolmcil Table by your Majesties 
comand ; he never having· so much as a disloyal thought against your 
Maj estie, but ever bath endeavoured to serve you and your most 
royall Father of famous memory cleceased, with all faithfullnes and 
sincerity. His most humble sute to yom excellent Majestie is that 
you will be graciously pleased to withdraw your heavie displeasure 
from him, which is very grevious to him, and to restore him to yom 
Maj esties favour, which would exceedingly refresh his sorrowfull 
h eart. And forasmuch as his ould yeares can hardly indure this 
close imprisonment without prejudice to his health, having been ever 
u sed to open Ayre, having also many waity affaires that require his 
own personall attendance, his further sute to your sacred Maj estie, is 
that he may by your gr acious commande bfl delivered from Prison. 
And as in duty bee is bound he shall not cease day and night to 
pray &c. 

The petition to the Lords of the Council was to the 
same effect, and was accompanied by the following cer-
tificate n·om his physician: . 

May it please yom Lordships at the earnest desire of Sir Francis 
Barrington, my pacient, I am boulde to acquainte your Lordships 
with the present decay of his h ealth, which is this-His stomach is · 
almost lost, his flesh is greatly wasted; Rheume and coughs which 
abound ever of Phlayme increase, and all by reason of the ill and 
close Ayre of the Prison, and vnlesse he be presently removed into 
some better ayre and convenient place he is like speedily to eande his 
life. All ·which· I leave to your Lordships honourable and grave 
consideration. 

Sir Francis Barrington was released from prison in 1627, 
and on the 3rd of July in the year following he died, most 
deeply lamented, and, as appears n·om almost numberless 
concurrent testimonies, very .deservedly .so. 

r 
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Re married J oan, the eldest daughter of Sir Henry 
Oromwell of Hinchinbroke, Knight, and aunt to Oliver 
the future Lord Protector. Lady Barrington was a very 
clever, strong-minded and thoroughly religious woman, 
extremely beloved and looked up to by her :family, and 
everyone who knew her. A great number of letters to 
her are preserved, and they all shew how ,much she was 
respected and consulted. She survived her husband many 

· years and died in 1641, having made a will by which she 
bequeathed upwards of £2000 in legacies to her chil<iTen, 
grandchildren, relatives, and n:iends. 

Sir Francis and she had four sons and five daughters. 
The sons were Sir Thomas, who was knighted in his 
father's lifetime, and who succeeded him in the Baronetcy; 
of him hereafter. 

The second son, Robert; lived at Hatfield and was 
Member of Parliament for N ewtown in the Isle of Wight, 
of which borough the principal part belonged to the Bar
l'ington family, and whel'e their interest at elections was 
paramount. In Parliament Mr. Robert Barrington took 
an active part in opposition to the Court; he was, when 
in London, a constant correspondent with his mother ; his 
letters are interesting and amusing from his relating to her 
all the news and topics of the day. He died in 1642 
having married Dorothy, daughter of Sir John Eden and 
widow of a Mr. Ban·ett, by her had several children. One 
son lived and died at Ratfield, but does not appear to have 
been married. Another son, Francis, went with the ex
pedition under Penn and Des borough to the West Indies, 
settled in Jamaica and died there. There are several letters 
from him extant, one very long one giving a full account 
of the voyage, and of all the proceedings of the expedition 
at Barbadoes, St. Domingo, and Jamaica, is extremely 
interesting. Another of his sons was Christopher who 
died unmarried. And a Henry Barrington who lived at · 
Colchester was most probably a son of this Robert 
Barrington. 

The descendants of this branch ended in a daughter, 
J oan, who married a Mr. Gyles, of the six clerks in 
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Chancery office, about the year 1700. One of Robert's 
daughters, Winifred, married John Elliston of Guesting
thorpe, and had three sons. Francis, the third son of Sir 
Francis, settled -in London, and married a daughter of. Mr. 
Richard Dowsett. He was a Levant merchant and had a 
son who resided for soma time at Aleppo. 

John, the fourth son, was an officer in the army, he 
seems to have been extravagant and have given his family 
much trouble. There are many entertaining letters of his 
preserved ; one to his father is as follows : 
To the right W or'P1 his verie loving 

:Father, Sir Francis Barrington 
baronet-at Hatfield dd' 

Louis Dio£ Rochell, 
12th of Aprill, 1621. 

· My humble dutie in the first place remembred. It may please you 
to understand that my last was dated, the 31st of the last Moneth in 
Answeare to yolll's of the 18th of Februarie, therein I did most humbly 
crave your consent to my desire of marriage. in this place which I 
beseech God may be granted mee. And now again I do most earnestly 
intreate you to give way unto my Affection, without which grant of 
yolll's I shall esteame myself the most miserablest man upon earth, 
the contentment I have in this Love being so greate that the being 
deprived thereof would make all other things as nothing unto me, yet 
nevertheles I beseech you to beleave that this extremitie of Affection 
shall never make me forget the love, honor And respect which I owe 
you, on the contrairie you shall find me so forward therein that I shall 
more and more strive to manifest, and declare my dutie herein In all 
the greater actions of my life. And herein if I should acknowledge 
my former follies, and your favors, they would (I feare) rather discorage 
than Incorage you to pom·e out your favors upon mee. I do beseech 
you to excuse my passionate wrighting unto you for I asslll'e you that 
both om· loves equally doth inforce to be so earnest with you, in treating 
Again that you would be pleased (if it be possible) to tlll'ne yolll' face 
away from my former faults, and now once more (w•h God willing 
shalbe the last wherein I wilbe any more thus troublesome unto your 
fatherly bountie) to extend out of your fatherly love towards me. I 
beseech you let this be one motive to move your consent In respect I. 
have had a regard, both to religion, meanes and parentage. And for 
her meanes, I protest I have before truly wrought you, which was, .. 
presently tci have near upon a thousand pounds besides futlll'e hopes, .. 
w•h I affirme, and am fully certified to be most true, so that if you 
please to yeald hereunto you shall (God willing) allwaies in the whole · 
colll'se of my life find that I shall give you all content in the carriage · 
of my selfe. And to live- in such a inanner and fashion as shall be 
pleasing unto you. And if so be it is yom· desire to have me live at· 
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home, I shall be r eady to prform it as well as heare, for I am assm·ed 
on her part. I beseech you lastly then to be pleased to send mee yom 
favomable letter in granting my r equest, which I do trust in God to 
see ear long, beseeching him to move you to yield hereunto And to 
bless you and prosper you in all yom A:ffair es. So. I rest · 

Your obedient Soun, 
JOHN BARRINGTON. 

There is no doubt he married the lady alluded to in this 
letter, although there is not any· mention or her until many 
yeaTs after the above date, when in several letters to 
different members of the :family a lady is named as their 
"French aunt." There is one letter from her to Judith 

. Lady Baningtori, signed "Marie Barrington." In 1629 
John Barrington was ill in London, and evidently in great 
want or money. Alter his recovery he anxiously looked 
out for employment, and at last in 1630, he got an ap
pointment under Lord V ere, and went into Germany t~ 
join the Swedish army, and there he died. 

The last letter from him is one to his mother dated 
" From aboard the Shipp at Gravesend now ready to set 
"sayle May 21 1630." 

Marie survived him many years not dying till 1680. 
She left by will fifty pounds to Sir John Barrington, one 
hundred pounds to his wife Dorothy Lady Barrington, 
together with two silver plates, a silver trencher and a 
hastening dish. To Thomas . Barrington, eldest son of 
Sir John Barrington, a loadstone and an Emperors' head, · 
set pendant wise with a little pearl hanging to it. To·. 
Miss Winifrecl Barrington, daughter or Sir John, five 
pictures of some of her relations framed pannelwise, ancl 
her grandfather's picture set in a little gold box. There·. 
is a copy of the receipt of these legacies :from these four_ 
parties to Lady Wright, _the executrix. 

Marie is buried in South W eald Church, where in the· 
North Aisle is a slab with this inscription : 

H ere lyes Mary Barrington widow of J ohn Barrington 'of Hatfi.eld 
in Essex Esqr ob' 21" JanrY 1680 in the soth year of her age, and was-
here interred by her dear Friend The Lady Wright of Dagenha.ms, ' 
widow. · ' 
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Sir Francis and Lady Barrington's eldest daughter was 
Elizabeth, married, first to Sir J ames Altham, Knight, by 
whom she had one daughter J oan ; her second husband 
was Sir William :M:asham, of High Laver, Baronet. Very 
many of Sir William and Lady :M:asham's letters are pre
served. A correspondence respecting the :finding a suitable 
husband for Lady :M:asham's daughter J oan (or as they call 
her Iug) Altham is very . amusing. After three or four 
fruitless negotiations she was married to Oliver St. John, 
only son of a natural son of Lord St. John's. This match 
was brought about by the interference of the Earl of 
Bedford. St. John supported all the violent measures of 
Cromwell and his party. He was a :fierce republican and 
was Lord Chief Justice of the Common Pleas, and Lord 
St. John in Oromwell's House of Peers; he died in ob
scurity in 1673. 

The second daughter :M:ary was married to Sir Gilbert 
Gerard, Baronet, of Harrow-on-the-Hill, for many years 
member of Pailiament for Middlesex. He was highly 
esteemed and much consulted by his mother-in-law, Lady 
Barrington, who appears to have asked for, and acted by, 
his advice on numberless matters of business and family 
arrangements, many of his and Lady Gerard's letters are 
extant, a number of hers relate to receipt& in cookery and 
domestic medicine. An excellent letter from Sir Gilbert 
Gerard to his nephew Sir John Barrirrgton will be found 
hereafter. 

The third daughter, Winifred, married Sir William :M:eux 
of Kingston, in the Isle of Wight. She died early leaving 
one son and one daughter. The finding a suitable match 
for the latter was the cause of many letters being written, 
and of much consultation between her father and her 
grandmother, Lady Barrington. 

The fourth daughter, Ruth, married Sir George Lamplugh, 
Knight, one of the family of Lamplugh, of Lamplugh, in 
Oumberland. This turned out an unfortunate marriage, 
and the parties were for a time separated. Sir George 
seems to have been reduced to poverty, and Sir Francis 

D 
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Barrington took his · wife · and family to live with him. 
When .Archbishop Usher, who was a connexion and 
intimate friend of Sir Francis Ban"ington's, first went to 
I reland, Sir George Lamplugh wrote to Sir Francis, 
requesting him to give him an introduction and recom

. men dation to the .Archbishop, adding that he himself had 
been in Ireland, and that when there, had formed a plan, 

'.by which, he had no doubt, he should be able to make a 
:great "advancement" for himself, his wife and family, 
and that if Sir Francis would himself speak to the 
.Archbishop tin his behalf, his Grace would be certain to 
assist him; and further urging on Sir Francis the necessity 
of an early application, as he well knew there would be 
so many people applying for everything that the .Archbishop 
might have to give, . that was worth accepting, "But if 
"neither office nor employment :fitting could be obtnined, 
"that he would be pleased to grant some lease gratis," 
adding that " Mrs. Usher had shewn such extraordinary 
" love and respect " to his wife, that he was sure she 
would have much pleasure, if Lady Lamplugh would offer, 
to go to Ireland with her. To this cmious application 
Sir Francis replied, that, although the Archbishop was his 
very noble friend, he could not take such a liberty with 
him as to ask for a lease of lands gratis, and that as for 
his daughter going to Ireland, that was quite out of the 
question; that he was very sorry that Sir George had sent 
for his wife, hinting that there were already many and 

·more than enough of the family, as he, Sir Francis, had to 
support them all. 

Sir George Lamplugh died in London, in 1633, and was 
buried in St. Sepulchre's Church, his widow seems to have 
married again to a Mr . .A.nthony Nicholl, a near relation 
of Mr. Pyms. The :fifth daughter, J oan, married Sir 
Richard Everard, of Much Waltham, Baronet. Many 
letters, both of his and hers, are extant. .All these ladies 
were most affectionately attached to their mother, au.cl their 
husbands, with the exception of Sir George Lamplugh, on 
the most friendly terms with their brother, Sir Thomas 
Barrington, and their other near relations. Three of the 
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husbands, and a son of the fourth, Sir _William Meux, were 
in parliament, and all like Sir Thomas Barrington, strongly 
opposed to the court. 

There are amongst the letters . addressed to Lady 
Barrington, besides those from her five daughters, several 
from Lady Eliot, who addresses her " dear Lady Mother" 
and subscribes herself " your faithful lover and daughter 
" to command. M. Eliot." She was a niece, brought up 
under Lady Batrington's care, who always seemed to have 
had some lady of family with her for education. Lady 
Eliot and her husband, Sir Thomas, appear to have been 
very poor, this is plainly shewn by the following letter, 
without date : 

To the honnorr.bell and my 
verye good Ladye the Ladye 
Barington, dd these. 

Much honnored Ladye Mother. 
The g·oodness and mercifuJluess of your disposition moves me 

now in a great and havvye Burden that lies on me to flye deare Ladye 
to you, as my best and hoopfull friend to doe me good; my hum bell 
r equeste and suit is that you would be pleased so farr to condescend 
as to furnish me with five pound, for the which token of your love I 
shall ever r est bound to you and whiles I live acknowledge the same 
with all thankfullnes; pardon my bouldnes, I humbellye besaech you, 
that ever remaines 

Your faithfull 
Louer and daughter 

to command. M. ELIOT. 

This lady was daughter of Mr. Richard Whalley of 
Screaton in Cambridgeshire, who had married Lady Bar
rington's sister :Franees, third daughter of Sir Henry 
Oromwell. Mrs. Whalley, at her death, left a large family, 
the eldest of which was this daughter Mary, who was 
brought up under the care of her Aunt, and had afterwards 
married Sir Thomas Eliot. A. younger sister J ane, also 
lived with Lady Barrington, and married a clergyman of 
the name of Hook, who had the living of Upper Olatford, 
in Hampshire. She often wrote to Lady Barrington, her 
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letters are curious and amusing. The following is a copy 
of one of them : 

To the honb1• and my much 
esteemed Lady, the Lady 
J ohan Barrington 
at H at:field Broad 
Oake this be dd 

Good Madam, 
It doth much rejoyce my harte to heare that it hath pleased 

God to recouever your Lady Ship of your great could for the which I 
desire as my duty bindes me unto you to give God most humble and 
harty thankes. Madam I would not have been thus long ere I had 
retourned a leter of true thankfullnes had I not been preuented by 
weaknes and sicknes, for wh en good man King was gone to hat:field-at 
that time, Mr. Hook and I were scared in the night (as we thought by 
theues) that Mr. Hook lost his voyce that I thought would never corn 
againe, and myselfe toke such a frite that I was fane to keepe·~my bed 
two dayes together-but now it has pleased God to reueale unto us the 
author of our frite which was our maide in letting in young fellowes 
into the house at unseasonable howers to riot with them both with our 
beare and bread ; indede we did little suspect her because she came up 
to help us to call out theues. I thank God that she is gon for I have 
since her departure saued a peck of meale a weeke besides other tinges. 
good madam, I give unto your Ladi Ship my most humble and harty 
thankes for so much linnin received from you by William King, i did 
little thinke to hav~ received such a larg extent of your Ladishipes 
loue. I confes that I have corn short of deserving any thing, good 
madam I beseech you pray for me for I am brout very low through 
the hand of God, my ague dos yet contingu and begins to renew its 
strength, oh that it may please God to renew my inward graces of his 
holy Spirit in me which is more worth than x thousand worldes. I 
mus'; be fane to cut of before I am willing, becase I am troubled with 
a grevious pane in my back. I am exceeding glad to hear of your 
Ladi ships health, I pray God of his mercy to contingu it my pore 
prayers shall alluaie be for the same. 

I r emaine 
Yom· pore unworthy servant 

JANE HOOK. 

Mr. Whalley, the father of the two last named ladies, 
was a correspondent of Lady Barrington's, and several 
letters from him are preserved. The following is a copy 
of one of them, it is very long, but it is necessary to give 
the whole of it, to shew his extraordinary style of writing. 
In other letters he complains still more of his eldest son, 



BARRINGTON FAMILY. 31 

accusing him o£ spending all his time in rioting and 
gambling. This ~on was Edward Whalley, the violent 
republican and regicide. 

To his honobic Lady and moste 
W m·thy Sister the Lady 
Barrington att Hatfielde 
Broad Oakes in Essex dd. 

Honble & moste worthy 
Lady & good Sister. 

Although my life is waxen ollde w'h heavines & my yeares 
w'h mourninge, for Innumerable Trobles ar e come aboLlt mee, & my 
Sinnes have taken such hollde oppon mee, that I am not hable to looke 
vpp & thereby myne owne Familiar £rends whome I trusted, have 
conspired against mee. Yet Madame this is my comforthe, that the 
same Lord that holldeth it :fitt to impose theis Af!liceons oppon mee 
will no leave mee in their hands nor conclemne mee thoe I am judged, 
and bath Learned mee in whatsoever state I am there w'h to bee 
content & comforte myselfe in the 12'h of the Heb' from the middle 
of the 5. Verse to the 12, & in Job 5. 17. & the 2. Cor: 1. 3. 4 & in 
many other places of Scriptures-and euen especially in this, that 
although my other Brothers make mee an Alient vnto them, have 
conceaved fallshoods w'h in them selves and seeke to destroy mee & 
my house guiltles, a.nd to rise w'h the Sonne & goe downe w'h the same. 
Yet one Joseph that hath written, he will faithfully performe the 
truste in him reposed & to him comitted, remayneth and his Sonne 
with him, whome God will be a Buckler vnto & a great Rewarcl. 
Gen 15. and all my younger Children will pray for him and his. And 
for that, good Madame, Let mee in my life time craue of you to bee 
their especiall R emembrancer to them yo' noble Husband & Sonne, 
for them that are obedient & clutifull. 0 the many harts breaches 
that this my Sonne brought to yo' good Sister & the vnspeakable 
sorrowes & cares that he now cloth to mee, in that H ee r efused my 
Instructions and scorneth what I say to him. I have in my best 
fatherly loue R emembered to him the whole story of Absolon, & euen 
in particulars. Prayed his consideration & applicacon of that bee to 
him an ordinarry story. I have named to him of his oune time & of 
this country 7 or 8 of great accompe, 3 of above 2000 per annum & 
others of very good Rancke, that have opposed themselves against 
their Parents, especieallie their Mothers, and have consumed their 
whole Estates euen to one foote of ground. 5 of them with much 
adoe to gett windinge sheetes, some died under hedges, some allmoste 
eaten wth Lyce & others not able to speakee one word at their 
death, and one not Longe since of Sussex a Ruts Sonne whoe sent his 
Father word he would arreste him for 200li w"h he ought him & 
would not for beare him, and goinge with his bonde in his hand 
to demande it, by his horse Flounderinge brake his neck w'h out word 
speakinge, this hee knoes to be true, fearfull r emembrance to any 
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g-ood Ohr~ian ·! ! and to come nearer to himselfe, where. he bribed one 
o.f my cbiefest councell, wbome I acquainted wth all my secretts for 
this busines, being a lusty yonge man free from· any inward infirmity 
to our knolledge, after he had publicldy shoed himselfe trecherous to . 
mee, & for h im, died sodenly uppon a supposed could. H imselfe 
soone after , & his wyues .Brother from their v:sual horses fell, the one 
greatly hurte his legge, himselfe put his shoulder out of Jointe, and 
att that tyme his onely Ohillde being ,stronge & soun d, dyed they say 
of breedinge of teeth. 0 that this may admonishe him : h ee wholly 
plotteth againste mee ' wbilest the great open Enemy is workinge to 
tbruste vs both out of all, as he will ere long for my councell is 
deridecl & his proud stomacbe to clomyneer ouer his Father will 
sodenly bringe a confucon, for be would now give mee 1 OOli per an : 
is r ent to dwell as in the market but hee to have all & hath gotten all 
my goods upon a year & a balfe tyme to pay mee, soe that that little 
w•h is lefte I must sell for necessity. I have atte my Sonne Henries 
(a good Sonne) a very faire paire of Brasse Andirons & a suite of 7 
pieces of fyne Tapestry w•11 I pray you good Sister to Luy (I am sme I 
shall neuer have nere that I have bene offered) & sell them I muste, 
and therefore pray you rather to have them & send me by this bearer, 
or the next terme what you please for them, and my Sonne Henrie's 
sale shall bee as good ~o you as if I had sollde them my selfe, for this 
hard shift my Sonne putts mee to, I pr:1y God bee putt mee not to 
worser hereafter , but Gods will be done, their souls must answeare itt 
& I wish the 4 to the Phillip : 11. 12. 13. 14 I hope will b<J prepared 
as the Appostle saith, and soe good Sister pray for mee & I will bee 
in this my affiico.ns & euer 

Screaton this 17 
of March 1 623. 

Y o' poore & yett not forsa 
saken Brother in the Lord 

RYO W H ALLE Y. 

Your brother Sir Oliver bath 
wonderfully inforced thes 
businesses against mee. 

Sir Henry yo' noble father gave yo' Sister 200li (w•h was in the Oubbord 
as bee said) on his Death lledd. Lett mee not I pray you be offensive 
to yo" to seeke itt of h~m. 

Lady Barrington's sister Elizabeth married Mr. Hampden 
of Hampden, and was the mother of the celebrated John 
Hampden. A few of her letters to her sister are preserved, 
and ohe from her son to Sir Thomas Barrington, dated 
June 9th, 1643, nine days before he received the wound, of 
which he died. 

Lady Barrington had much correspondence with Clergy
men of the Puritan party, and the way in which they wrote 
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to her pressing their opinions upon her, inquiring into the 
state of her soul, asking her to probe her conscience, ad
monishing, chiding, and sometimes encouraging her, is very 
striking. 

One of these gentlemen, Mr. Ezekiel Hogers, to whom 
Sir Francis Barrington had presented the living of Rowley 
in Yorkshire, was cited by the Archbishop of York, for 
some ecclesiastical fault, and had to give up his living, and 
he soon afterwards went to New England. He had been 
Chaplain to Sir Francis's family at Hatfield, and after he 
was settled at Howley, he frequently wrote to Lady 
Barrington, and after a short time stated his fears, that she 
did not attend, as diligently as she ought to do, to the state 
of her soul. He drew up and pressed upon her, some rules 
for self examination, and poi.J:lted out to her also, how, and 
for what she ought to pray. He fmther insinuated, that 
since he had left Hatfield, he feared she did not confine 
herself, as she was bound to do, if really wishing to be one 
of God's elect, to the company and conversation of those 
who were God's known servants. And, he must say, that 
he had observed, when paying a visit at Hatfield, that she 
was much wanting to herself in the choice of neighbours to 
associate with, and of acquaintances with whom she found 
intimacies. Many being persons who could not help her 
. to find the Lord, or who, by experience could tell her what 
God had done to them for the salvation of their souls. 
That she ought to discard such acquaintances who would 
never be profitable to her either by precept or example. 

When Mr. Rogers left Rowley, he wrote to Sir Thomas 
. Barrington, requesting that he might name the person to 
succeed him in the living, and that if Sir Thomas would do 
so, he knew a way by which a bargain might be made, keeping . 
clear of the law against simony, that he, Rogers, might 
enjoy the greater paTts of the emoluments of the living 
for his life. To this Sir Thomas would not accede, and 
then Mr. Hogers ac<;msed him of declining to do so, merely 
that he might provide for a young man, a 111:r. White, who 
had been tutor in Sir Thomas's family, and who, Rogers 
added, " was litale wor.thy of any such preferment," ancl 
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who had not half the claims upon Sir Thomas that he him
self had. 

After his arrival in America, in his letters to Sir Thomas 
Barrington, he accused him of withholding from him the 
sum of £200, which he stated had been promised to him 
when he left Howley, not for giving up the living, but for 
repayment of money he said he had laid out on alterations 
to the parsonage house there. On Sir Thomas demurring to 
make this payment, Rogers pressed most strongly for it, 
declaring that it was his right, as it had been positively 
promised to him. And that he was ready to make oath of 
the fact, adding however that he . had not any witness to 
corroborate him, as the promise was made in a private con
versation, and saying he wondered how that a man of 
quality would deny what was due, concluding thus-

Ah Sir, yo.u are now about censming the Hierehy for persecuting· of 
us : and shall I suffer in this way by my friend, and doe you think 
this faire towards (I say not a frend of 33 years standing) but an 
Exile for Jesus Christ ? if you that are Reformers, be not exact in yor 
walking with God in holiness and Righteousnes, my feares for you 
will be increased, Sir, my God bath kept me in all my dayes to my 
gray haires, & I beleeve I shall not want, but take you heed, you 
give me not cause to complane to God of you, for I beleeve he will 
hear e. 

He continued this strain of violent accusations even 
after SiT Thomas Barrington's death, in letters to Mr. 
Kendall, the steward at Hat:field, and appealed to him as to 
the justice of his claim; this claim, however Mr. Kendall 
never allowed to be clue. The whole of this correspondence 
is interlarded with religious sentences and quotations from 
the Bible.. Another Clergyman, Roger Williams, chaplain 
to Sir William Masham, paid his addresses to a neice of 
Lady Barrington's, and wrote to her Ladyship on the 
subject. She objected to the marriage, and Mr. Williams 
soon after addressed. to her one of the most extraordinary 
letters in the whole collection. Some extracts from it are 
here given. 

I doubt not but your good wisdome & lone have fairly interpreted 
my carriage in y• late treatie, & I allsoe trust quieted & stilled the 
louing affections of yom worthy niece: we hope to line together in 
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the Heavens: though the Lord have denied that Union on Earth. 
Dears Madame, Let me beg your Christian Pardon if I shall acquaint 
your Ladiship with A business of more waight & consequence & much 
nearer concerning yourselfe. That I shall now expresse to your 
Ladisbip hatb long lyen like :fire in my bones Jer. 20. 9. I said I 
would not make mention of his name in this kind to you, but his word 
was in my breast as a A burning £re shut up in my bones & I was 
weary with forbearing & I could not stay. Good Madame, it is not for 
nothing ye God of heaven bath sent such thunderclaps of late & made 
such great offers at the dore of your Ladiships heart, Distractions 
about ChildJ:en & their affections, deprival! of A deare & tender Yoake 
fellow. Weaknesses in the outward & troubles in the inward man, 
what are they but loud Alarums to awaken you ? 

The Father of Lights bimselfe be pleased to shew you the inter
pretation of these dreames. Certainly, Madame, y• Lord bathe a quarell 
against you. Woe unto me,, if I hold my peace, or bide yt from you 
which may seeme bitter at present, but it may be sweeter than hony 
in the latter end. I know not one professor amongst all I know, 
whose truth & faytbful~es to J esus Christ is more suspected, dowted, 
feared by all or most of those yt know y• Lord. Woe to me if I shall 
conceals what great thoughts of heart the Lord suffers yet to be & 
breaks forth in his dearest Saincts about you. And yet no band is 
with me. The God of heaven & your dears selfe only know these 
secret lines. It bath almost astonisht me ( & I trust will deeply affect 
yom· Ladiship) -;l not only inferior Christians, but Ministers Eagle 
eyed, fa-ythfull & observant to you Ladiship, after so many yeares of 
Gods patience towards you, so long profession, such helps, & meanes, 
incomparable, should yet be driven to sigh, to say little, to suspend 
their Judgments, to hope, but to fears & dowbt. 

I know, dear Madame, your heart is full, at these r elations, I 
beseech you, (as Davicl said), on me let your thoughts & the burthen 
fall, but what have these sheep done. Where 2 or 3 or few are 
excepted y• names of so great a number may well be spared. Dears 
Madame, I beseech you by all the multitudes of tender Motherly 
mercies yt are in God & exprest to, by yt inconceavable patience of the 
Lord toward you : by the bowells & blood of y• Lord J esus, by all 
those secrette seeds of Loue whereby the blessed Spirit of God hath 
striven to draw you, make A stand and spread my letter (as Hezekiah) 
before y• Lord in secret. If ever, good Madame, cry bard & the Lord: 
helpe me to cry for you. 

I beseech you lay to heart these few considerations:-
1. First Job 34. 9. Re with whome we deals excepteth not the persons 

of Princes, nor regardeth the rich more than the poore ; for they are 
all the woroke of his bands. 

2. Where birth greater, maintenance mow ample, time longer & means 
of Grace more plentifull, there a great account is of y• Lord ex-' 
pected. Luc. 12. 

3. 'fbe Lord will doe what he will with his owne. He owes you no 
mercy Exod 33. 19. I will be gracious to whome I will be gracious 
& I will sbew mercy to whome I will shew mercy. 

E 
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4 .. Call to mind what A cut, what a gnawinge worm it will be (y• 
Lord, y• Lord forbid it) if ever you cast up your Eye toward heaven 

. & see so many blessed branches in the bosom of Christ, and y• stock 
rej ected. 

5. Slight not I beseech you all these late loud Ala1·ums & sharp files, 
with which y• Lord bath striven to burnish you. Ezel. 24. 13. 

• 6. Remember I beseech you your Candle is twinkling & glasse neare 
runne. The Lord only knows how fue minutes are left behind. 
Psal 95. 10 Fortie yeares was I greeved then I swore in my wrath 
they should neuer enter into my rest. No heart but a trembling 
heart can get assurance y• Lord hath not sworn, to yt heart he 
b ath sworn to be gracious. In yt P etition my soule followes harcl 
after him, & still will I wrastle untill you say A blessing is come, A 
blessing of a h eart softened & trembling of a Soule gasping after 

· J esus Christ. A blessing of J oye refreshing to the faythfull and 
to him who is ever 

Your Ladiships most faythfull & obedient 
ROGER WILLIAJ\fS. 

This gentleman's zeal (sharpened probably by his dis
appointment) seems entirely to have overmastered his 
discretion, and Lady Barrington (as might be expected) 
was so greatly offended by this letter, that it was a long 
time before she would see or have any intercourse with 
Mr. Williams, although both Sir William and Lady Masham 
wrote to her on the subject trying to excuse him, and 
stating that it was only his ardent love of religion that 
made him address her as he had done. The two gentlemen 
above named are the most remarkable of Lady Barrington's 
clerical correspondents. There are many letters from 
other divines written in a most earnest, zealous and true 
Christian spirit. 

Sir Thomas Barrington at his father's death, in the year 
1628, succeeded to the Baronetcy and the family estates. 
He was at that time member of Parliament for N ewtown 
in the Isle of Wight. In the fourth Parliament of King 
Charles the First, he was elected member for the County 
of Essex, and in the long Parliament, November 13, in the 
same year, was chosen for Colchester. Sir Thomas wa~ 
amongst the most forward in opposition to the Court, and 
acted with Cromwell, Pym, and the extreme party in every 
measure they brought forward. He was a member of the 
secret Committee of the House of Commons, Chairman of 
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the Committee for the County of Essex, one of the Com
mittee at Cambridge for the associated counties of Norfolk, 
Suffolk, Cambridgeshire, Hertfordshire and Essex, and 
was consulted, when absent from their meetings, on business 
of every kind relating to this association. He was also 
treasurer for Essex for the taxes levied by the Parliament, 
and colonel of one of the Regiments raised in that county. · 
A great mass of his correspondence is preserved. There 
are letters from Cromwell, Hampden, and Pym, from 
Lords, Essex, Manchester, Warwick, Holland, Sa ye and Sele, 
Northumberland, Willoughby, Grey of Wark, &c., from 
Sirs, Harbottle Grimston, Henry Mildmay, Thomas Hony
wood, Thomas Holcroft, Thomas Rowe, &c., from Ladies, 
Maynard, Capell, Clarke, Cheke, Wiseman, &c., and from 
numbers of gentlemen and officers. Most of these last 
named are full of complaints, of want of money, and not 
receiving pay for themselves or their men. Amongst other 
papers preserved are several small parchment covered books 
in Sir Thomas Barrington's writing five of which contllin 
heads of proceedings in Parliament, names of the speakers 
in debates, with short accounts of their speeches. Some 
other volumes contain the heads of sermons heard by Sir 
Thomas and their texts. 

The following is a copy of a license from King Charles 
the First to Sir Thomas Barrington, allowing him to take 
partridge and pheasant. · 

Charles R. 
Charles by the grace of God, King of Great Bretalli.e, France & 

Ireland, Defender of the Faith. . To all and every Our Ministers, 
Officers and Subjects, Whome it doth, or may concerne, greeting. 
Whereas our Trustie and well-beloved Sr Thomas Barrington, of 
Hatfeild Broad Oake, in oUT county of Essex Knight and Baronet, 
bath bene an humble Suitor to Vs for OUT leave to take partl·idges 
and pheasants with Netts and Setting dogges within his owne lands in 
Hatfi.eld Broad Oake aforesaid, and in other townes in that Countie 
where his lands doe lye, beeing Woodland, notwithstanding Our pro
clomation. Which hitherto he bath observed and obeyed. Forasmuch 
as Wee are assured, that the said Sir Thomas Barrington doth not 
intend to destroy but rather . carefully to preserve the game & to make 
4is hawkes. We are therefore graciously pleasecl to graunt ~is 
request, and accordingly haue _given, and by these pre.sents doe grv.e 
and grant leave and license to the said Sr Thomas Barrmgton and h1~ 
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Servants to take in the day time and in fitt season, Within his owne 
lands and liberties aforesaid, as are unfitt for hawking, Such partridge 
and pheasant as shall bee for his owne V se and provision. And these 
our letters of license Notwithstanding any law or Proclamation to the 
contrary shall be sufficient Warrant vnto the said 8' Thomas Barringto11, 
and to all and every other \Vhosoever it doth or may any wise concerne. 

,, Given under our Signet, at our Manner of Bagshot. The first day of 
August in the Tlill:teenth year of our r aigne & 1637. 

Sir Thomas Barrington, in conjunction with Mr. Pym, 
Lord Warwick and others, entered into a plan to form a 
settlement in New England, and spent a large sum of 
money in the scheme. He sent several parties of settlers 
out and there are letters from some of the persons giving 
an account of some of their proceedings in America. He 
was also a large purchaser of forfeited estates in Ireland, 
a speculation that became the cause of a great amount of 
trouble and litigation to his son Sir John Barrington. Sir 
Thomas Barrington's great exertions in the public service, 
and consequent·anxieties, seem quite to have worn him out, 
and in the year 1644 he died. Most of the bills relating 
to his funeral are in · existence, and by them it appears, 
that mourning cloaks were given to all the gentlemen and 
their servants who attended and were also sent to different 
relations and friends who were not able to be there. The 
price of the cloth varied from 26s. a yard for the gentlemen's 
cloaks to 10s. for those of the maltster and undergroom; 
the chaplain's was 20s.; the steward's 18s. ; the footmen's 
and those of the servants of the gentlemen and ladies who 
attended 15s. and those of the inferior servants 13s. 8d. 
The amount of the draper's bill for cloaks was £176 5s. 

The ladies had given them 17 yards of calimance at 
1 Os. a yard ; the widow had 19 yards ; the ladies' maids 
had silk mohair and Dutch serge at 5s. a yard ; the 
chamber-maids serge at 4s. a yard; and that for dairy
maids, cook's-maid, and wash-maid was charged 3s. 6d. 
The mercer's bill amounted to £96 14s. 

Sir Thomas Barrington was married twice. His first 
wife was Frances daughter and coheir .of John Gobert 
of Coventry, Esquire. Of this lady no trace whatever 
;remains amongst the correspondence now extant. By he1; 



BARRINGTON FAMI!JY. 39 . 

Sir Thomas had two sons and one daughter. The sons 
were John, who succeeded . to the Baronetcy, of whom · 
hereafter, and Gobert who inherited much of his mother's 
property, and purchased the manor of Tofts in I.,ittle 
Baddow, which place he made his residence. He was 
knighted by King Charles the Second. Sir G obert was • 
twice married, first to Lucy, daughter of Sir Richard 
Wiseman, of Torrells Hall, and by her had SL'C sons, · 
Thomas, Francis, Richard, li.obert, John, and Theophilus, 
and five daughters, Anne, Do.rothy, Winifren, Susannar 
and Lucy. Sir Gobert's second wife was named Elizabeth 
Lorton, by her he had no issue. She survived him many 
years. Of the sons, Richard, Robert, John, and ·rheophilus 
died unmarried. Thomas succeeded his father in hi.s 
estates, but becoming involved in debt, sold his property 
to his second brother Francis. He was a Levant merchant 
and resided for a length of time at Tunis. He made a . 
very large fortune, and married Elizabeth daughter and 
heiress of Samuel Shute, merchant of London. Mr. Shute 
served the office of Sheriff of London, in 1081, and taking 
a most active part in the violent political contests then 
going on, became extremely obnoxious to the Court, and 
was with his brother Sheriff Pilkington and others, tried 
for a riot in Guildhall. A verdict of guilty was given 
against the whole party and Mr. Shute was fined lOO marks. 

Mr. Francis Barrington had no children, but he adoptecl 
a cousin of his wife's, Mr. John Shute. By his will he left 
the estate at Tofts to his brother Thomas for his life, and 
then to his issue male, failing which, to Mr. John Shute, to 
whom he bequeathed the whole of hi~ other property. 
Thomas Barrington died unmarried, so that the whole came 
to Mr. Shute, who by aut of Parliament took the name of 
Barrington. He married Anne daughter and. heiress of 
Sir William Daines. In 1720 he was created an Irish 
Peer by the title of Baron Barrington of Newcastle in the 
county of Dublin, and Viscount Barrington of Ardglass. 
From him is descended the present and seventh Viscount. 
His seat is Beckett's in Berkshire which place was left to 
the first Lord Barrington, when Mr. Shute, by a ~:fr . . 
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Wildman, a gentleman to whom he was not in any way 
related and with whom, it is said, he was not upon very 
intimate terms. By this statement it will .be seen that, 
although bearing the name and arms of Barringt?n, the 
Viscount is not in any way connected by blood w1th the 
ancient family of Barrington of Barrington Hall. . 

Sir Thomas Barrington's only daughter Lucy was twwe 
married, first to William Oheney, of Ohesham Bois, Buck
inghamshire, Esquire; and secondly, to Sir Toby Tyrel~, 
of Thornton Hall, in the same county, Baronet. Th1s 
marriage did not prove a happy one, and there are some 
curious details of family' quarrels to be met with amongst 
the correspondence. The following is a copy of one of 
Lady Tyrell's letters to her brother, Sir John Barrington. 
It does not shew that her ladyship was of a very con
ciliatory disposition. 

These 
For my ever Honoured Brother 

S' John Barrington at 
Hatfeild Present. 

Deare Brother and Sister, 
I am sory I have at present this sad occation to trouble you 

both, wth the relating o£ it; but I am £orc'd to doe it, and as soone 
as I can, you two being the only hopes o£ helping me, in y• distresse 
I am now in, w•h is this, S' Toby hath found very slight occations to 
pick quarrells with me, in soe much that he hath giuen me very base 
language, and threatens me wth base and terrible threatenings o£ 
what he will doe to me yt I am afraid o£ my life, and whatever I haue 
besides; my Mayd being kind and honest to me is by him threatened 
to be tumed out o£ dares. Although he hath no just cause £or it, 
neither can he allege any thing against her; and saith I shall have 
one o£ his choosing or none : and I am resolved not to part fro her 
as long as she is soe faithfull to me & meddles wth no body else : and 
all. this is because I am desirous of Rod well's going: and Harry 
Tyrell bath and cloth hourly doe me all y• michife yt lyeth in him: 
you cannot imagine y• wickednesse he showeth in his actions to me, 
in counselling S' Toby ag•t me : he being holy bent i£ he can to gett 
me gone: or else to offer violence to me in trying what yt will doe. 
Deare Sister and Brother, as you tender ye good o£ me & y• saftye o£ 
my life, £or Gods sake grant me this request in coming to me as 
speedily as you can; else you cannot immagine y• sad and heavy 
condition I am in : I am soe full o£ troubled thoughts & feares, as yt I 
sh all not rest in quiete till I see you to discoUl'se w'\ £or Harry is 
here every day allmost in counselling S' Toby: & becaause I told 
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Rodwell ·she was an impudent creature for offering to . .s.tay sue much 
_agst my will, knowing what rang she hath done me setting her Master 
agst me, & that others in my case would take her by y• shoulders & 
turne her out of dares : She returning me impudent and saucy 
language +nore than you can immagine or thinke, and told 8' Toby 
she was in feare of her life, and that I would cutt h er throat, although 
she had but little cause to say so, all the comfort I have had since I 
parted from you hath been in my clear Nephewe's company : but it 
seems 8' Toby hath been p-swaded to debarr me of his good company 
allsoe : w•h if I be, I am very fearfull, I shall r eceive some great rong 
from being soe evill towards me. Deare Brother & Sister my life is 
in danger if you doe not come wth all speede w•h as you love me doe 
for her sake who is 

.Yours whilse life 
L.T. 

The messenger 
is payd ·by me, I desire you to send him back as soon as you can 
possiblely & to corn yourselues this weeke. I being resolved to keepe 
my chamber till you com for feare of my selfe and my Mayd : Deare 
Sister I desire if you know any body yt will speke in my behalfe I 
desire you to bring them along wth you he must be one yt will not be 
daunted with S' Toby's rashness nor with Harry Tyrells reproches . 

What was the end of this quarrel does not appear, but 
Sir John and Lady Barrington did not go to Thornton as 
r'equested in this letter . 

Sir Thomas Barrington's second wife was J uclith, 
daughter of Sir Rowlancl Litton, of · Knebworth, in Hert..: 
·forclshire, and widow of Sir George Smith, of Annables, 
in th~ same county. There was not any issue from this 
marnage. 

Many letters from Sir Thomas to his father ancl mother 
written during his courtship of this lady are preserved and 
are very amusing. In one of them is the following passage: 

I thinke tis a great advantage to a man to be a successor to a husbancl. 
not superlatively good. tis trew thys Lady my dearest M"' husband 
went into the Palltiue wth y• Lo: Oxford and there dyed. he was not 
a fit halfe for her y• worlde knowes well, yet she ever loued him and 
he her, but what was amiss in him is to her greater commendation, 
yt all good people say of her . · 

In a letter to his mother he says : 
My hart is so full of perplexyties as yt I have written to my father 

I know Iio wht, and now I am wrighting to you I hardly know how; 
_;( bes_eech you pray for me, and favour me, helj:>e me and excuse m~ 
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now in my abruptness. Y• God of heaven send me an issue of occasion 
graunting me marriage for all this I am only yo• solicitious and 
perplexed 

Soune THO: BARRINGTON. 

In a subsequent letter to his father he says : 

I have one perticular favour to b egg of you, w•" is yt you will plase 
to send to me a Buck by this bearer, it is, Sir, y• first fauour of this 
nature yt euer I in treated of you, if my Lo : of Warwick be at home, 
you may have a letter to my La: Kensington for Hyde Park w•" will 
be best of all, for so shall I be enabled to shew my M" sport as well 
as pNcure venison. The M·· of the house where my M" lyes is now 
comm home an& will be gone again wt" in a feue days w•" tyes me 
necessarily to desyre it this weeke aboute W ednesdaye at the farthest, 
being behoulding to them for a dayly dyett, and also being desirous 
to giue content when I find they loue venison so well. I have only 
this to add yt my M" remembers her best r espects to you both, assuring 
you yt if it shall be her lott to come to you as daughter she will be a 
most r espective and dewtiful one, and for my part I assure you she 
will by Gods blessing be a means yt all those & false scandalls yt have 
b en raysed, shall be wipt away by her discretion, & wht hath ben any 
reported amiss amended by her goodness & wisdome, when y• world 
shall see so sweet an accord & correspondence on all parts w•" the God 
of heaven graunt. 

J udith Lady Barrington was a most active strong-minded 
woman, managing her households at Annables, Barrington 
Hall, Hatfield Priory and in London in a most careful 
manner, and examining minutely into everything relating 
to them. There is an immense number of accounts, 
memoranda and inventories in her writing, on the greatest 
variety of subjects- housekeeping, farming, planting, 
letting lands, cutting down trees, receiving rents, lists 
of furniture in different houses, of farming stock, wearing 
apparel, jewels, plate, &c. The family plate was greatly 
reduced in her time, as it is shewn by the steward's 
accounts, that upwards of 2000 ounces, were sent by 
Sir Thomas Barrington to the committee at Guildhall to 
assist the Parliament to raise money. Lady Barrington 
appears to have interfered in matters of all kinds both 
public and private, and on more than one occasion to have 
given important directions on public business to Sir 
Thomas's agent entirely on her own authority. She 
survived her husband several years, and was far from 
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being on good terms with his successor, her stepson, Sir 
John. There is a lively, but by no means an amiable 
correspondence between them preserved, relating to some 
trees she had cut down on her jointure lands. Sir John 
in his first letter, accused her of cutting down his timber, 
for her own profit, and complaimd of the damage she had 
done to his inheritance, adding how very differently she 
had managed the property of her own son Mr. Smith, for 
on his land she would not allow a single tree to be felled, 
and had brought an action against his tenant, Sir John 
Luke, for cutting down trees on land of which he had a life 
lease. 

In reply, Lady Barrington said she had the trees cut 
down for the purpose of repairing the buildings on her 
jointure lands, and that her doing so would be for Rir 
John's own profit, as otherwise at her death the buildings 
would be found in a ruinous condition, and that she should 
not have removed a single tree if she might have had wood 
from the large store Sir John had lying in his timber-yard, 
but so far from her being able to do so, not one single 
brick-bat could she get without paying very highly £or it. 
Sir John, without waiting to receive this answer, wrote 
again to her, complaining of the want of courtesy she 
showed in not replying to his letter, arid of the destruction 
she was making of his property, and then continued 
thus:-

Madam your having formerly made superlative expressions at 
snnili·y times concerning your wishing my family to thrive ; it is high 
time now to act by those principles, that are most suitable to such 
lofty expr essions, and if there be any real loue in you to me or mine, 
I wonder you act thus who are so nearly relateu to our family, as to 
do that injury to me and my posterity, that will make us continual 
sufferers. 

Madam if you proceed in this business to make a needless, if not a 
total waste of my timber, I verily believe you will find you hazard 
your credit, your honour, your reputation, which should be clearer to 
you than any profit coming in such a way as is detestable : and clearer 
than the fulfilling of yolll' own will, in doing me one of the greatest 
injuries you are able upon your jointure. I should be very sorry to 
see that esteem the world hath of you, to be lessened, and especially 
endangered by your own ·actions, which, l et them be ~hat they will, 
I hope you shall always find me Your obed1ent Son. 

F 
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To this letter Lady Barrington replied : 

Good Son, 
The day before I received your last letter I had written and 

sealed the enclosed to you which I was slower in sending because 
I liked the convenience of my Servant Richard Dean's going to 
Pisbiobury (this day) to CaJ.'ry it. Nothing else but this and want of 
h ealth hath made me delay, and now your second large expressions 
make me sorry that you took so much pains to transcribe so many 
good words upon so poor a subject; for if I bad not that just use of 
timber for repairs I should not have apprehended this years quantity 
(I believe hardly worth £20) would have been presented to your ap
prehension as being such a considerable sum, and a total ruin of timber 
to your posterity, if I bad sold it to my profit. All the use I put it to 
is for your good as well as my own, and I conceive it will be for my 
credit if I keep my houses in r epair. I intend no defacing, nor will 
I willingly do anything' that is not fitting : my p~'ofession shall be 
suitable to my principles, which is to make the best of my own (as I 
see others give me an example) and to do no unjust things, and this 
may well hold with my former superlative and lofty expressions to 
your family, notwithstanding all distances and discouragements. I 
h ave been used so much to indecent and unjust exclamations as I the 
less wonder to hear such a loud discourse on so poor a business. If I 
detained the right of the fatherless, poor strangers, and Widows and 
such like, then my credit, honour, reputation and the like, might well 
be questioned, and make my conscience sensible. But I shall meet 
you half way in all kindness and realities, and be never behind hand 
you in any of being your very affectionate mother, 

JU: BARRINGTON. 

Lady Barrington's allusion to retaining money from the 
poor was a taunt to Sir John, . who was engaged in a 
chancery suit, respecting some property )eft for chaTitable 
purposes, of which he was a trustee, and which was, in 
consequence of his having instituted this suit, for many years 
unapplied to the uses for which it had been bequeathed. 
Whilst her mother-in-law J oan, Lady Barrington, lived, 
Judith, Lady Barrington was on the most affectionately 
friendly terms with her, and the letters she wrote to her 
n:om London, relating all the news of the day, and telling 
her of all things going on, are very interesting and enter
taining. Sir John Bramston in his autobiography speaks 
of her as " that impertinent everlasting talker," and this 
was veq probably a true character of her. She had Sir 
Thomas's house in Great Queen Street, for a jointure 
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house, and resided there to the time of her death in 1657. 
She was buried at Knebworth. 

Sir John Barrington, who had been knighted in his 
father's lifetime, succeeded him in 1644, as third baTonet. 
He was member of Parliament for N ewtown, Isle of Wight, 
in the long Parliament, but, although belonging to the 
party in opposition to the Court, never took an active part 
in politics, and soon (perhaps foreseeing to what lengths 
the leaders would proceed) withdrew entirely from public 
life. His name appears as one of the committee for Essex, 
but he did not take any share in its proceedings, nor indeed 
in any public affairs whatever. He was on friendly terms 
with his cousin Oliver, the Protector, as the following copy 
of a letter will shew. 

" For my honourable Cozen 
Sir JOHN BARRINGTON, theise . 

Noble Sir, 
I beseech you pardon mee that I noe sooner returned you an 

anl!wer to your letter. Accept my multiplicity of businesses as my 
excuse. Indeed (as I have cause) your person and family are very 
dem·e to me, and for that r eason I had rather you should (without any 
arbiter) give yourselfe honour and right. If any some have vexed you 
cause lesslye, stop their mouths. If that which sticks with yo u bee an 
unwillingnes to betray Justice, lett some friend putt an end to it, lett 
the best friend your adversarie hath doe it, you will be noe looser. 
Say what you will haue me doe, and I shall serve you and be 

Yo' affectionate Oousen and servant, 
Dec'· ye 12th, 1653 . 0 . OROMWELL. 

Sir John Barrington was very fond of litigation and was 
engaged in numberless law-suits. In one, with his uncle 
John's widow (the French aunt), in another with his step
mother, J udith, Lady Barrington, during the progress of. 
which he was guilty of .some contempt of court, and was 
committed for a time to prison. He had a Chancery suit 
with the heu·s and executors of his grandfather, Mr. Gobert, 
respecting a legacy ordered to be invested in land, for the 
use of the p,oor of Hatfield. This suit lastecl nearly the 
whole of his life. He also had suits with his sister, Lady 
Tyrell, and her trustees ; with his mother's sister, Mrs. 
Legh, and her second husband Mr. Rigby; this related to 
the legacy left by his grandfather. He had actions against 
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several of his tenants for alleged breaches of covenants ; 
against two or three of his neighbours for trespasses; and 
with his son's wife's trustees; Besides all these he had 
endless disputes on legal matters relative to his father's 
share in the American adventure, and to his purchases in 
Ireland; and also in his son's wife's father's, the Earl of 
Warwick, share in the island of Bermuda. He had ad
vanced money on mortgage to Lord Morley. The parliament 
declared his Lordship a malignant, and took possession of 
his estates, and, in consequence, a vexatious and lengthened 
suit arose between Sir John Barrington, Lord Morley, his 
Lordship's heirs, and the sequestrators of his lands. In 
short, scarcely any matter of business came before Sir John, 
in which he would act, until he had a case stated, and a 
legal opinion taken. There are preserved an immense 
number of briefs, cases, opinions, notes of proceedings, 
verdicts and decrees There are also preserved several 
letters remonstrating with him on some of his proceedings. 
The following one is from his uncle Sir Gilbert Gerard, re
lative to his dispute with his son's wife's father the Earl of 
Warwick. 

" For the Ho'ble S'· John 
Barrington, K 1• and Barronett, 
at his house at Hat:field 

Brodooke in Essex, 
S' these, 

I .d_oe not know whither I may haue the happiness to see you 
againe, being aged and full of infirmities, but th e interest I have in 
youi· familie, having the honor to be so nearlie allied vnto you, cloth 
move mee to wright, what I would rather haue spoken. How much I 
myself, and your good Aunt, now w'h God, 'did reioice in the match of 

· your Soune, w111 that noble ladie now his wife. I canot expresse, not 
onlie as it was an honor, to your familie, hut as this vnion of your two 
families, was very acceptable vnto all your friendes, and allies in those 
parts, and that which much r eioiced all the godlie Ministers and people 
about you, in the coming on of which busines you behaved yourself 
with that prudence and noble fail·nes, that you gained much honor there
by. I should be heartily sorry, that tmything should blemish that, so 
happily begunne and perfected, God hau.ing given his blessing on it in 
bestouing a child u:pto your Sounes lady. But I vnderstand by my 
Lord of Warwick, who did mee the honor to visit mee, that there is 
some difference betwixt you and hlln, and that it was publikly taken 
notice of, and that to shew the world his desire to avoid all unkindnes, 
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his Lordship (though very vnfitt by his infirmities for such a iourney) 
went downe vnto you at Hatfield, to giue you a visitt, that the world 
might see he was desirous to avoid all occasion of difference, and 
whatever difference there was betwixt you, he was willing to refer it 
to any indifferent persons, even to any of your oune r elations, which is 
more then can in r eason be expected. Now, Sir, if you should refuse 
this noble offer, I doe beseech you consider the consequence, how 
preiuditiall it may be vnto all those good en des that were and might be 
expected in this alliance, especially vnto your own familie. I pray 
you in a business of this weight, lean not to your own vnderstancling·, 
nor be nott ledd by any private or mean person who for their oune 
inter est, thinking it may bee for there advantage to fish in troubled 
waters, may encourage you, but as you haue hitherto freely and 
nobly of your selfe carried on this busines, very much to your 
advantage, so put an issue to it yourself, or if you will not doe it 
yourself, r eferre it to some indifferent person you may name, whome 
you please, and so prevent the sad consequences of such a breach 
which are more than you can foresee. This I thought it my duty to 
wright, and I pray you look vpon it the good wishes of a dying friend. 
And by another r elation I am tied to put you in minde, of what as a 
christian you ingagecl, I being then a witness, and bou;nd by sollemne 
promise to minde you of it, I pray God direct you to doe what may be 
most for his glory, and the hapines and prosperity of your noble 
family, and the good of his Church, and so I take my leave, and r est 
you most affectionate vncle 

and humble servt, 
Flambards, GILBERT GERARD. 

20 June, 1667. 

Sir John Barrington married Dorothy, daughter of Sir 
William Lytton, of Knebworth, and niece of his father's 
second wife, Judith Lady Barrington, by her he had five 
sons and nine daughters. The sons were Thomas (of 
whom hereafter), Francis, who died young, John, another 
Francis, who died unmarried, and William. Of the 
daughters, two only appear to have married. Winifred, 
wife of Richard, son of Richard Wiseman, of Torrell's Hall, 
died in 1684, and was buried at Willingale Doe, where 
there is a monument to her memory with this inscription:-

Here lyeth the 13ody of that most 
excellent Lady Winifred Wiseman, 
Wife of Richard Wiseman, of 
Ton·ell's Hall, Esq'•·, and Daughter 
of Sir John Barrington, of H atfield 
Broad Oak. Obt· 7th May, 1684 . 

Lucy, the other married daughter, was wife of John 
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·walkers, of Chepstow, Esq., John, the third son, married 
Elizabeth, daughter of Edward Hawkins, of Bishop 
Stortford, gentleman, by whom he had a son, John, of 
whom hereafter as the sixth Baronet. William, the fifth 
son, married Sarah, daughter and heir of Richard Young 
of London, but had not any issue. He was a Turkey mer
chant, and lived some years at Aleppo. 

Thomas, Sir John's eldest son, died in his father's life
time, having married the Lady Anne Rich, daughter and 
co-heir of Hobert, third Earl of Warwick, and with her 
had eventually, very large estates in Essex and Norfolk. 
This marriage did not prove a happy one, and at one time 
Mr. Barrington and Lady Anne were separated. It 
appears that they had a house in London and that Lady 
Anne wished to reside there entirely; Mr. Barringtou 
preferr(Old the country. Sir John did not make them a 
generous, or indeed, an adequate allowance. This may 
have been the cause of the disagreement between the Earl 
of Warwick and Sir John, referred to in Sir Gilbert 
Gerard's letter, and they got deeply into debt. O:ri the 
death of Lady Anne's uncle, Charles, the fourth Earl of 
Warwick, she and her sister succeeded to the greatest part 
of the family property, the title going to the Earl of 
Holland, descended from the second son of the first Earl of 
Warwick. All the ready money that Lady Anne acquired, 
about £7,000, was swallowed up in paying part of her own 
and her husband's debts. Sir John pressed her to settle at 
once all her estates on her children by Mr. Barrington, 
but to this she demurred, by the advice of her friends, 
on the plea of the possibility of her surviving her husband 
and marrying again, when, if she had a family, she would 
have nothing to give them. She also declined making any 
settlement at all tmless Sir John would discharge all the 
debts there might be still remaining due from her and her 
husband, and that he would also carry fully into effect the 
provisions of her marriage settlement, and she also called 
upon him to make a larger allowance to her husband. 

Mr. Barrington was at this time most urgent with her to 
consent to give up the house in London, and settle in the 
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country. This she absolutely refused, and a violent quarrel 
ensuing, she left his house. There are letters and copies 
of letters on the subject extant. In one, an exceedingly 
angry one from Mr. Barrington to Lady Anne, he says :-

" But for yom· living in London, I shall not, nor ever will consent, 
thereto, the 15 years, I have submitted and conformed to your humours, 
lived, and did, where and wht you pleased, the effects whareof you 
now see has brought dishonour to me and shame to yourselfe, soe now 
that I expect yom conformity to my will wch is, settling yor Estate, 
yom· promise, with a r esolution, to live a more soberer life, of a fuller 
amendment and to dwell wth me yo' husband as a Wife ought to doe, 
whare I shall think most convenient for us both. There are the Te
solutions w•h I have taken up, and am (with God almighty's assistance) 
r esolved to follow. Soe if you think you cq.n content yo'selfe wt" me, 
yo' children and convenient servants iu the country It will be very 
pleasing to me, if otherwise, I must content myself as I can." 

Mr. Tobias Hewett, the confidential steward of the 
Barrington family, wrote to Mr. Daniel Finch (afterwards 
Earl of Nottingham), who had married one of Lady 
Anne's sisters, the Lady Essex Rich, intreating him to use 
his influence with Lady Anne, and try to bring about a 
satisfactory arrangement between her, her husband, and his 
family, adding that if she could be induced to come to 
Hatfield to pay a visit to Sir John, he felt convinced it 
would be so well taken that it . would be the means of 
bringing about, what was so ardently desired by both 
families, a - reconciliation between the parties. Mr. 
Finch, in his answer, deplored "the rashness of Lady 
Anne's late proceedings," and stated his anxiety that all 
should be amicably arranged without giving the world 
further handle for talk and scandal. But he added that he 
thought that Lady Anne Barrington had some ground for 
complaint in being so pressed to settle her estates, without 
Sir John doing what she had asked of him, or his giving a 
full equivalent, and Mr. Finch then requested Mr. Hewett 
would tell Sir John that such was his opinion. In reply 
Hewett says that " Sir John is ill, and his temper I know 
to be passionate, and his condition is at present weak, and 
I fear that some passages in your letter might raise his 
passion higher, and do mischief instead of good, and I know 
not what effect it might have in impairing his health." 
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Whether Mr. Finch did interfere or not is not shewn, but 
the parties soon alter came together again. ',I'hey had five 
children. John and Charles, successively Baronets. 
Richard who died young, Mary unmarried, and .Anne, 
who married Charles Shales, goldsmith and banker in 
London; of her hereafter. Mr. Thomas Barrington died in 
1681, and was bmied in Hatfield Chmch, where there is 
the following inscription on his gravestone:-

E ere lyeth the Body 
of Thomas Barrirrgton 

Esq' Son & Heir of Sir John 
Barrington & Dorothy 

his Wife, born Aug. 29 
1643. Died Jan. 31, 1681, 

Aged 38 years. 
Under this marble (Reader) lies the dust 
Of the most worthy, noble, and most just, 
To speak him as he was, excells all story, 
His ]ife was one continued scene of g·lory, 
Careless of what this tasteless world calls pleasure 
His soul flew higher, at immorta] treasure ; 
Nor could he miss, his wish'cl eternity, 
Who always liv'cl as purest Saints doe die. 
But he can never die-whose deathless name 
Lives in his offspring, who will share his fame. 

Lady .Anne smvived her husband many years, and re
married, Sir Richard Franklyn, of Ri&lip, in Middlesex. 

Sir John Barrington died in 1682, about a year after his 
son. There are no family letters or papers to be found 
after this date, nor indeed are there many except legal 
documents, to be met with of the period Si/ John had the 
estates. He was succeeded by his grandson, Sir John, as 
fomth Baronet. He was of Trinity College, Cambridge, 
on leaving which he went abroad for a short time . 
.Almost immediately after ~is retmn to England, he was 
seized with the small-pox, and died at Hatfield on the 

· 26th of November 1691, a month after he came of age. 
There is a large white marble monument erected by his 

sistm·s to his memory in Hatfield Church, it has a long 
Latin inscription, and is decorated with weeping cupids, 
death-heads, &c. On the death of his brother, Sir Charles 
Barrington, became the fifth baronet, and had possession of 
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all the estates. The Priory at H atfield was then the chief 
residence of the family, and being greatly out of repair, Sir 
Charles sent a surveyor from London to inspect it, who 
finding the very bad state it was in, proceeded at once to 
take the whole down without consulting his employer 
on the subj ect. Sir Charles Barrington was seven times 
returned ~Knight of the Shire for Essex, standing several 
severe contests. He was Vice-Admiral of the county, and 
appears to have been a highly r0spectable country gentle
man. R e was one of the contributors for the restoration 
of the Chapel of Trinity College, Cambridge, under 
Bentley's mastership, and his coat of arms is on the wood 
work of the chapel on the north side, near the Vice
Master's seat. He was twice married, first to Bridget, only 
daughter and heir of Sir J ohu Monson, of Broxbourne, in 
the county of H ertford, Baronet. His second wife was 
Lady Anna Maria Fitzwilliam, daughter of vVilliam, first 
Earl Fitzwilliam, but he had no issue by either. Sir 
Charles died the 17th of J anuary, 1714-15, having 
settled the Essex estates on his sister, Mrs. · Shales and 
her family. She had two sons and two daughters; of 
these two latter, more hereafter. By this settlement the 
Essex estates were first left to Mrs. Shales and her husband 
for their lives, then to her eldest son and his issue male; 
failing such issue, to her second son in like manner, and in 
case of his having no son to the male heir of his uncle, John 
Barrington and his male issue, and in failure of heirs male 
in that line, equally between the two daughters of Mrs. 
Shale and theu· heirs. 

The eldest son died in his father's life-time, and the 
second, on his father's death in 1734, took the name of 
Barrington and succeeded to all the Essex estates, and was 
known as Mr. John Shales Barrington. Re built the 
present house of Barringtqn Hall, which however he never 
inhabited, nor was it ever finished by him, and remained 
unfinished and unhabited till 1863, whan it was much 
reduced in size and altered, and is now the residence of the 
present owner of the greater part of the Barrington estates 
in Essex. 

G 
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He was engaged to be married and brought his intended 
bride to see the house. The lady complained that 
there was not any ball-room, this want he immediately 
lmdertook to supply, aml had one erected on the space (now 
planted) between the house and the stables. This however 
did not satisfy the lady, and other faults being found out 
by her, either in the house or the gentleman, the match was 
broken off. This so greatly annoyed Mr. Shales Barrington 
that he became disgusted with the place, and stopped all 
further progress towards finishing the house. He never 
afterwards resided at Hatfield, very seldom coming there, 
and when he did so always travelled in the night to avoid 
observation. He took a house at Waltham Cross, between 
which place and London he passed the remainder of his 
long life, avoiding as much as possible all society. The 
following announcement of his death js to be found in the 
Gentleman's Magazine for Jnne, 1788. 

May 14th. Died in Scotland Yard, near Whitehall, aged 78, John 
Shales Barrington, Esqre., of Hat:field Broad Oak, :Essex, and of 
W altham Cross, Herts: only smviving sqn and heir of Char-les. Shales, 
Goldsmith, of the Vine, Lombard Street, Goldsmith to Queen Anne, 
and Kings George the 1 •t and 2"d, by Anne sole surviving daughter 
and at length heiress of Thomas Bar·rington Esqv'• (eldest son of Sir 
John Barrington, Knight and Bar·onet) by Lady Anne Rich eldest 
daughter and Coheir of Robert Earl of War·wick. He was nephew 
to the late Sir Charles Bar·rington, Bar·onet, and lineally descended 
:from Bar·enton, one of the household of Queen E=a, whose great
great-grandson married a grand-daughter of Geoffrey Magnavilla, 
Ear·l of Essex, and his son was the fu·st of the family that settled on 
the Manor of Bar-rington Hall. in Hatfield Broad Oak Par·ish, in the 
beginning of the 13th century. The noble family of Viscount Barrington, 
so created in 1730, was only allied to Mr. Barrington by the mar·riage 
of his great-grandfather's Brother Gobert's son, Sir Francis with Mrs. 
Shute to whose first cousin, John Shute, h e left his estate at Badow, 
E ssex. Mr. Ban·ington began to r ebuild BarTington Hall in a 
handsome manner, but on some dispute about tithes with Trinity 
College, Cambridge, who ar·e impropriators, or, as others say, on a 
matrimonial disappointment, he gave up all the design, and retired to 
a house at Waltham Cross, where he passed a long life in obscmity. 
His remains were interred on the 2l't in great funeral pomp with his 
ancesters at Hat:field Broad Oak. Dying unmarried, his large property 
descends to Sir Fitzwilliam Barrington, Bar·onet, of Swainston, in the 
Isle of Wight, third Cousin of the late Sir Charles. By an inter
marriage of another ancestor of this family with a daughter of Henry 
Pole, Lord Montacute, and grandaughter to the Ear·l of Salisbm-y, 
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they are entitled to bear the Royal Arms o£ England. The Son of 
this ancestor married J oan, daughter of Sir Henry Oromwell, o£ 
Hinchinbrook, Grandfather o£ the Protector. 

On Sir Charles Barrington'·s death, the Essex estates went 
to Mrs. Shales, and as above stated, descended to her son, 
the property in the Isle of Wight came to John, son of 
John, second son of SiT John Barrington, the third Baronet 
who became Sir John the sixth Baronet. He married 
Susan, daughter of George Draper, of Hitchin, gentleman, 
by whom he had tm:ee sons, John, Charles who died young, 
and Fitzwilliam; and two daughters, Susan, who married 
Barrington Falke, of Linton, Esq., and Sarah who died 
unmarried. Sir .John died in 1717, and his eldest son 
succeeded as Sir .John the seventh Baronet. He married 
Mary, daughter of Patricius Roberts, Esq., but had not 
any issue and died in 1776. His only surviving brother, 
Sir Fitzwilliam Barrington, became the eighth Baronet, and .... 
on the death of Mr. John Shales Barrington in 1788, came 
into possession of all the Essex estates. He was twice 
married, first to Sarah Mead, by whom he had a son and 
two daughters, all of whom died young. He married 
secondly Jane, daughter of Matthew Hall, Esq., and had 
by her seven children-J ohn and Fitzwilliam, successively 
Baronets. Thomas died in infancy. Anne married the 
Rev. William Brown, of Camfield Place, Hertfordshire; 
Winifred married Robert Pope Blackford, of Osbornc, Isle 
of Wight, and Jane and Susan, who both died young. Sir 
Fitzwilliam died in 1792, and his eldest son became Sir 
John, ninth Baronet. He began to make alterations at 
Barrington Hall, intending to finish it, he pulled down the 
ball-room, and made some additions to the offices but left 
it unfinished. He was unmarried, and on his death was 
succeeded by his brother, Sir Fitzwilliam, the tentl;t Baronet, 
who was a captain in the Navy. He married .Niary, daughter 
of Sir Samuel Marshall~ and by her had an only son, 
Fitzwilliam, who died young in 1797, and six daughters, 
Jane, Elizabeth Julia, Anne, Emma, Ellen Falke, and Mary. 
Sir Fitzwilliam Barrington died in 1836, and 'on--his death, 
leaving no male issue, the Baronetcy and family of Bar
rington in the male line became extinct. 
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From the frequent references made in the preceding 
memoir it will be gathered there are many more letters 
and documents than those quoted. They amount to more 
than 1000 and have been catalogued for the Historical · 
Manuscripts Commission. The catalogue will appear in 
the next volume of the Commissioners report. If the 
Society has not already had too many of the Barrington 
letters, more may be published in future numbers, after 
the history o£ Hatfield Priory. 

G. ALAN LOWNDES. 



EXCERPTS FROM ANCIENT WILLS. 

By H. W. KrnG. 

(No. 2.) 

IN continuation of these excerpts, I present :firstly some 
passages from the will of Dame Elizabeth Brune of South 
Ockendon, widow of Sir Maurice Brune, dated the 4th of 
Feb. and proved the 17th of June, 1471. 

The Bruyns, as the name is more commonly spelt, were 
an ancient and notable family resident in a stately moated 
mansion near the Church of South Ockendon. They acquired 
the manor by the marriage of Sir William de Bruyn with 
Isolda a daughter and coheir of Philip de la Rokele, one of 
a family who had possessed it from the time of Henry II., 
when Hugh de Ou held of Geo:ffry de Mandeville. one 
knight's fee, and William de Rochelle three parts of a 
knights' fee. He is sometimes called William do Ou, 
hence it is supposed he had married a daughter of Hugh 
de Ou. Subsequently they were called de la Rokele. 
After the marriage of Isolda de la Rokele with Sir William 
~e Bruyn, the manor continued in that family for many 
generations until (according to Morant) the reign of 
Edward IV., when on failure of heirs male, it was divided 
between two co-heiresses, as may be seen at large. in his 
History of the County. Sir Maurice Bruyn was the eldest 
son of Sir Ingelram Bruyn by Elizabeth his wife, daughter 
and co-heir of Sir Edmund de la Pole. Sir Ingelram died 
12th August, 1400, and lies interred in the chancel of the 
church.* His lady died in 1406. Sir Maurice their son 

.,. There is a very fine brass effigy of Sir lngelram Bruyn (head lost) under a canopy, 
still in the church. At the date of my visit, 1859, it lay £n s£ttt on the North side of the 
chancel. In Had. MS. 4944, I found a notice of this monument with a pm-feet copy of 
the inscription and arms, shewing that this beautiful memorial has been mutilated since 
the 17th century. The same MS. reco1·ds the existence of another monument with 
effigies of a man and his wife; the former with a coat of arms on his breast, the lady 
with the arms of Bruyn and de la Rokele quarterly on her mantle. These have been 
subsequently abstracted. 
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and heir, who was Sheriff of Essex and Herts in 1424 and 
1436, took to wife Elizabeth, daughter and coheir of Sir 
Henry Ratford, of Ireby, the testatrix, who survived him 
and died in 1471. 

SouTH OcKENDON CHURCH. 

From Lady Bruyn's will we learn for the first time the 
precise place of interment of her husband and herself; that 
the north chapel of the parish church was the Ladye 
chapel; that there was also a private chapel at the manor 
house and a domestic chaplain. She gives her white horse 
as a mortuary though not in this instance under the name 
of a Foreclrove. She possessed a copy of that immensely · 
popular work, Chaucer's Canterbury Tales, which must 
have been in MS., as Caxton's first edition was not printed 
till, as generally believed, 1475, though it is undated. 
She ordered the Ladye chapel to be paved at her cost, gave 
a new tabula of alabaster to its altar, and, if her personalty 
proved sufficient for the charge, a new stone porch was to 
be made at the north door of the church. This could not 
have been carried into effect, as at the date of my visit in 
1859, I noted that the porch was of timber of the 15th 
century, though it had undergone considerable subsequent 

· alteration. It may therefore owe its erection to the bequest 
of Lady Bruyn, though her executors were not able to 
build it of stone. · 

The following excerpts make up almost the entiTe sub
stance of the will :-

My body to be buried in the pisshe chll·ch of South W okyngdon in 
ye countie of Essex, that is to wyte, afore the Roode in the said 
church where the body of Sir Morys Brune, Knyght, late my husband, 
on whoos soule god have mercy, lieth bUl'ied. . . [Sir William 
Olerke, my priest to say mass for my soul. J 

My said executoUl's aft' my decesse to deliv'e to the use of the pisshe 
church abouesaid, the mass boke, ye porteous, the chaleys and all 
the vestements now belongyng unto the chapell of my mannou' place 
of South W okyngton aforesaid, there to s'ue to the honoUl' of god 
aslong as they will endUl'e, to thentent that ye pisshens of ye same 
shall the more sp'ially pray for my soule and my said husband, ac
cording to the will of ye same my husband. [Appoints executors 
Philipp Lewis, and Lowys John, squyers, and Richard Dayland, 
squyer.J [Katherine Deyland, my daughter, to have all the arrayments 
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of my body and of my head.] Also I will that Thomas my son have 
all the hangings of blak in the hall, ye bedde in ye parlour w' ye 
app'teniits, and all ye hangings. I will that Robert Walsall have the 
boke called Oant'bury tales, and one gilt cup w' ye coueryng, and one 
sp'ver of silke, and a diall of gold, and ij hors in my stable, and j 
double harp. Also for my mortuary I geve my white horse. Also I 
will Thomas my son have the bed in the chamber of the chapel w' 
thapp'teniits, and all instruments longyng to the K echyn, butteray, 
bakehouse or brewhouse. 

[To Katherine my daughter all my cofl'e1·s and chests, and to the 
same Robert a trunk with appurtenances and to Elizabeth and Anne 
his sisters 40" and to Piers his brother 10' · To John Olyston a gown 
of the livery. Mentions Margaret my gentlewoman and servants.] 
Also to our lady chap ell in South W okyngdon my blak gowne of silke 
to make therof a chesible w' ye which shall sing Sir Willia Olerke. 
[Then follow stmdry small legacies to divers persons. J 

Also I will that the chapell of our lady in South W okyngdon be 
paved, Also I will that the same chapell have a table of alabast', Also 
I will yat if my executo's be of pou' they make a porche at the northe 
dore in ye same ohirch of lyme and stone to the costes and valo' of 
xxli · or more . 

.A.LICE FITZ RALPH, WIFE oF JoHN FITZ RALPH, EsQ., 
OF PEBMARSH. 

It will suffice to present an abstract of this will in modern 
English. This lady, whose name was Alice Walisborough, 
was the wife of John Fitz Ralph who. died 19th Henry VI., 
and whom she therefore survived thirty years. The family, 
originally smnamed De Pebeners and afterwards Fitz Ralph, 
were seated at Pebmarsh from the reign of Henry III. 
Upon the death of John Fitz Ralph, the son of this lady, 
whom she also survived, and who was the last heir male 
of the direct line, a very considerable estate descended to 
his sister Elizabeth the wife of Sir Robert Chamberlain. 
The descent of both families is recorded by Morant, but 
the will supplies some additional and corroborative par
ticulars. It was elated on the 23rcl of April and proved 
on the lOth of June, 1471.* 

To be buried in the parish church of om Blessed Lady S. Mary of 
Ixworth, Oo. Suffolk, before the high altar, if I die at or near my 
manor of Pebmarsh. To the parson of the same place, and to the 

* In Vol. IV. of the Society's Transactions, page 132, is a paper by a valuable and 
esteemed member of the Society, the late Mr. John Piggot, jnn., F.S.A., "On the 
Brass of Sir William Fitz Ralph, c. 1323 " ; accompanied by an engraving of this 
superb effigy, one of the finest examples of this kind of monument extant. 
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Sub-prior and t o Sir J ohn Rose each 40ct·, and to every canon 2d· to 
pray for me, &c. ; and if I happen to be buried at the same place and 
parish aforesaid then give unto the said house, my pair of candlesticks 
of silver, standing ; and also my blue gown of damask to make thereof 
a vestment for a r emembra,nce for my _soul. I£ I die in London, to 
be carried to the church of the Grey Friars minor, beside N ewgate, 
and buried by my mother's sepultme called Dame Johane Pomeray ; 
then the same bequest of candlesticks and gown to them. A gravestone 
of marble to be laid upon me. To the high altar of Pe~marsh 6'· sct . 
and one of my vestments. [Legacies to various persons.J Mentions, 
Rauff my daughter's son and Ann her daughter (the son and daughter 
of Sir Bobert Chamberlain) and gives to each a gold piece. Mak e 
the said Sir Robert and Dame Elizabeth executors. If Sir Robert 
be not in the land at my death, then Nicholas Parker and John 
Lichefield to be supervisors. · 

JOHN RocHEFORD, oF lNGATESTONE, 1444. 

In Harleian MS. 6072 are the arms and monumental 
inscription from the tomb of John Rochford who died and 
was buried in Ingatestone church in 1444. The inscription 
occurs in W eevers "Funeral Monuments" but without the 
arms which are" Quarterly, 1st and 4th, Quarterly, within a 
bordure charged with eight roundles ; 2nd and 3rd an eagle 
displayed." If we supply the tinctures of the arms of 
Rochforcl they would be blazoned, Quarterly Or and Gu. 
within a bordure Az. bezantee (or platee, as they are 
borne with these and other variations). The inscription 
as given in the MS. is, 

Hie j acet Joh'es Rochford, Armiger, filius 
Radulphi Rochford, Militis, ·qui obiit 
prima die mensis Novembris, anno Dom. 
1444, et anno R.R. Henr. sexti 23, cujus 
animal &c. 

I find in W eeve~· two other fragmentary inscriptions 
from " W allpoole " church in the Diocese of Norwich, but 
in which of the churches of Walpole is not stated. 

. . . Radulphus Rochford, Miles . . 
Willelmus filius. Domini J ohannis de 
Rochford, Constabularii castri de Wis-
beche. . . . . 

Unfortunately the elates are wanting, but presumably the 
first is for the father of John Rochford of Ingatestone, and 
the second perhaps for the son. For the history of the 
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de Rochford family it may suffice to refer the reader to 
Morant Vol. I. p. 269, and other references to the name 
may be readily found.. King Henry II., it is there stated, 
gave the manor and estate of Rochford to a family surnamed 
from hence de Rochford. Eustace the Norman had three 
sons, Eustace, Pagan and William de Say. Pagan the · 
second son was lord of Ewylas in Wales in 1136. His son 
Guy de Rochford was father of Pagan, who living in 1204 
had two sons Guy and John. Sir Guy de Rochford, eldest 
son and heir, had a market and fair at Rochford in 1247. 
I need not pursue the descent further, beyond saying that, 
according to the historian, the Heir-general of this family 
having failed in the reign of Edward III., the manor in 1340 
was granted to William de Bohun, Earl of Northampton. 

Who, or of what family, Eustace the Norman was, I 
know not. From Fitz Eustace we are told descended the 
family of Lacy, Earls of Lincoln, and it seems probable 
that the posteTity of Pagan and Guy de Rochford smvived. 
till the 15th century in the person of J olm RochfOl'd, 
through some cadet. It is noteworthy that the arms are 
substantially those of Mandeville, di:fferenced by a bordme, 
such as a feudal tenant or vassal might well adopt as a 
variation of his Lord's, or for a closer reason, if such 
existed. 

The will of John Rocheforcl is written in very abbreviated. 
Latin of which the following is an abstract translation. 
It is dated the 27th Oct. 1443, and was proved on the 
18th of June, 1445. 

My body to be buried in the church of Gynges Abbes. Also I will 
that I may ha,ve a stone to be laid over my body. I give to tlre 
campanile of Gyng Abbes xx•· To the Rector of Gyng Abbes xx'• 
and to the fabric of Gyng petra vj'· viijd.'1' Give to every priest at my 
exequies Sd. To '.:he house at Thoby xx' · To the friars of Chelmsfm·d 
-xiij' iiijd· To the fabric of the church of Leveringham x marks. To 
Robert Wingfield Kt c marks. To Robert Wingfelde son of the 
-aforesaid ij grey horses, ij saddles and ij bridles. [A few legacies ·of 
the value of 20' · each.] Towards mending highways xld. Residue 
to Robert Wingfelde whom I make executor. Dated at 'Ingatston' 
the day and year above written. 

* !t might perchance be supposed that 'the Testator was speaking o£ two chur~hes· ; 
but Ingatestone was anciently known by both names, Ging (or Yng) ~d Petram, aJ¥1 
sometimes Ging Abbess, because it formerly belonged to the Abbess 'a£ Barking. · 

H 
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It would appear from the tenor of the will that the
testator was the last of his family. His monument, and 
others with arms and inscriptions at Ingatestone, recorded 
in the MS: to which I have referred, are destroyed. 

DEATH OF JOHN HAYNE, BISHOP OF CLONFERT AND SUFFRAGAN 
OF LONDON, AT WEsT THURROCK IN 1459. 

This fact is obtained from a nuncupative will of the 25th 
of February, 1458-9, deposed to on the 5th of Mar.ch and 
admitted to proof on the lOth of May following. The de
position is in Latin of which the subjoined is the substance : 

John Mach on late clerk or servant of the Venerable John Hayne 
deceased, late Suffragan of Thomas, Bishop of London, and Vicar at 
the time of his death of West Thurrock Co. Essex, sworn upon the 
Holy Evangelists saith, that he, John Machon, was present at West 
Thurrock aforesaid on the 25th of February last, on the Sunday before, 
when the said John Hayne being then sick, and walking, said and 
notified to John Torrell, Esq. then present, and likewise walking, that 
h e John Hayne willed the same John Torrell to have the disposition of 
all the goods of him the said John Hayne, to dispose at his discretion. 

This Prelate held the small vicarage only nineteen 
months. Whether he was buried at West Thurrock there 
is no evidence to shew. Thomas Kemp was at this time 
Bishop of London. Two Bishops in succession were 
beneficed at Laindon c. Basildon, of which he was Patron 
at the time, John, Bishop of Ardfert, and J ames, Bishop 
of Kildare in Ireland, probably also his Suffragans. 

JOHN ALLWYN OF GREAT STAMB:RIDGE. 

The following is the substance, in English, of the will 
of one John Allwyn, of Great Stambridge, made when he 
was about to set forth on a pilgrimage to visit certain 
sacred places in Italy. The original is in Latin. He 
evidently died upon his route as there is an attestation of 
due execution by John Prosper, clerk, of some foreign 
diocese which in its contracted form I cannot clearly 
identify. The witnesses are no doubt his fellow pilgrims, 
as two of them are of the diocese of York. It is _dated on 
the 4th of March, 1491-2, and was proved 20th of March 
·9f the next year. 
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Pm·posing by the grace of God to go on Pilgrimage to the Sepulchres 
of S. Nicholas Barri, in Pulia, [ Apulia J S. Andrew, S. Erasmus and 
S. Bartholomew in the province of Naples [after the usual commenda
tion of his soul, &c., desires], to be buried where it shall please God, 
if I die in my journey, and if at Rome in the chapel of S. Thomas of 
Canterbury in that city, and I leave 20 ducats of the chamber (ducat' 
camerre) for the making of three images of alabaster, one of the 
Trinity, another of S. Thomas and a third of S. Edmund. To the 
fabrics of the churches of Great Stambridge, Rochford and Sntton 
each 20'·, and 20'· to Christ Church, Canterbury. Make Mr. Richard 
Fenrother my executor ;-;;, of all and singular my lauds, tenements, 
&c., &c., which I have in the village and field of Great Stambridge 
or elsewhere in the county of Essex, to him and his heirs for ever, and 
[after the discharg·e of all required obligations], give him the residue 
to dispose as he shall Eee fit . Signed sealed and delivered in the 
presence of these venerable and faithful persons, John Hall, John 
Cooke Thomas Lasenby of the diocese of York, John Foster, Bernard 
Eland, Robert Rule, Lambton Hull of the Diocese of York. 

RAYLEIGH CHuRcH; ITS Mo~uMENTA.L HisTORY, 

HERALDRY, &c. 

Rayleigh Church occupies a commanding site at the 
East end of the town, and is a conspicuous and striking 
object from various and very distant parts of the sur
rounding co'untry. Approaching the town from the south 
the church with its massive tower, fine brick porch, em
battled parapets and picturesque ivy-mantled gables, is a 
remarkably prominent and dignified structure, boldly 
elevated above the adjacent buildings. 

I refrain from writing a detailed architectural description 
of the edifice, as beyond the previously indicated scope of 
this series of papers. It will suffice to say, briefly, that 
it is of the Perpendicular period, but exhibits some vestiges 
of more ancient elate. Its plan comprises a nave with 
North and South aisles, a chancel with two side chapels, 
a stone tower, embattled, and a very fine machicolated 
brick porch. 

"' Richard F enrother was admitted Rector of Sutton, Feb. 15, 1476-7 but the time 
of his avoiding it appears not; Rector of Thundorsley Nov. 12, 1479, which he resigned 
in 1483, and in June 26, that year was admitted to the Rectory of Langham all in 
Essex ; to the Church of S. Andrew Undershaft, London, March 2, 1491-2; to the 
Church of Shepperton, Middlesex, being then Uachelor of Law, March !2, 1496· 7; to 
the prebend of Portpoole in S. Paul's Cathedral a few months after. Laugham Jle 
resigned before ~f ay 19, 1498, but how or when he avoided S. AudJ:ew's, Shepperton 
and this Prebend appears not. (N"ewcourt citing Reg. Loud.}' 
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No church within the Hundred was more splendidly 
adorned; none were so richly furnished with plate, vest
ments and other accessories for the celebration of the 
Divine Offices; none were so rich in painted glass, or, 
perhaps, in sepulchral memorials ; none have been more 
mercilessly despoiled. 

At the Survey of Church Goods, in 1552, it possessed 
fifteen chasubles, with apparels, seven copes and as many 
altar cloths, mostly of the precious stuffs, surplices, rochetts, 
and about 155 ounces of altar plate, beside various other 
sacred utensils and appliances ; and it will be seen by 
extracts fl'om various records that follow, that numerous 
heraldic devices of benefactors sparkled in glowing colours 
in the windows or otherwise adorned the interior of the 
structure. One benefactress, ordered, by will, that a 
window should be glazed with the life of that popular 
English saint, S. Thomas the martyr ; not improbably 
others were painted with sacred and legendary story ; 
and as it was not the custom of the .mediaw al artists and 
architects to offend the eye and taste, by exhibiting broad 
spaces of blank whitewashed wall, no doubt the whole 
interior was delicately polychromed. 

The defacement of the structure, the destruction of 
much of the painted glass, the demolition of tombs, and 
the spoliation of monumental brasses, have occurred at 
various times long subsequent to the Reformation. 

In a previous communication, I have printed the Latin 
wills of two fifteenth century Rectors. I shall now include 
one of a Rector in the previous century who has hitherto 
been unknown, his name not occurring in the Bishop's 
Register. In a more recent paper I was able to produce 
testamentary evidence of the foundation of the South chapel 
and to appropriate the altar tomb within, an attempt which 
had ba:ffied the researches of previous investigators, whose 
speculations proved utterly erroneous. The testamentary 
and other evidences now to be adduced, will contribute 
towards the further elucidation of the monumental records 
of the church, and clear up one obscure point in family 
and topographical history. 
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It is many years ago that I collected from various 
Heraldic and Topographical MSS. copies of arms and 
inscriptions in Essex churches m1de by Heralds and 
Antiquaries in the 16th and 17th centuries. Nearly all 
have ceased to exist in the churches to ·which they belong. 
Here and there some vestiges remain. 

The earliest and most perfect record of the heraldry of 
Rayleigh and a few other Essex chmches, known to me,· 
occurs in Lansd. MS. 260, supposed to have been written 
by William Shower, N orroy King of Arms, temp. Elizabeth 
and partly in the reigns of Edward VI. and Mary. The 
caligraphy is rather obscure and the orthography and 
blazonry are alike peculiar; the latter not always accurate. 
It contains a record of between 60 and 70 coats of arms, 
single or quartered, formerly in Rayleigh church. Of 
these, in 1846, I found only five escocheons of arms in the 
East window, and these, I was told, had been collected 
from other windows and placed there, as was obviously the 
case; a practice that cannot be too strongly deprecated as 
much of the histor~cal evidence is thus destroyed.* In the 
present instance, too, the glass having been replaced by an 
ignorant person, some of it is inverted or transposed. 
Fortunately in Harl. MS. 5195 we have a record of the 
particular windows to which some of it belonged. With 
the exception of the five escocheons referred to, all the 
inscriptions and arms noted py the antiquaries of the 16th, 
17th and 18th centuries have been destroyed. 

In Harl. MS. 5195 is the following record, "On a 
marble tomb are erected the portraiture of a man and his 
wife in brasse with the epitaph underneath " :-

®rate pro aibus :]obis ~anington, ?armigeri, 
et -m;nomasine ux'is eius expectantiil miam 
'illlei, qui qiibm :_]obrs obift biii. ble tmnsls 
Nobembtiz?aa'illlni 1416 &"p'bca 'QJ:bomasina obift 
15 bie mensis ~eptembris 1420, ®.uorli a1bus 
propfcietur ]Beus, ~mm. 

* It has at least the merit of being conservative; preferable to the course recently 
adopted at the neighbouring church of Rochford, of removing all the remains of ancient 
painted glass from the windows, no one being able to tell what has become of it. 
Quis custodiet zpsos custodes ? (Vide Archreological Intelli_gence.) 
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This monument was seen and the inscription imperfectly 
copied by Weever (Fun. Mon. 1632), but, singularly, he 
does not mention the effigies. It was also extant when 
Dr. Salmon wrote in 17 40. There are some grounds for 
believing that it existed in Morant's time, 1768. I am 
of opinion that the two very detrited effigies, (the male 
figure headless), which I found in 1846, evidently removed 
from their original site, and lying North and South at the 
North-West entrance to the church, exposed to constant 
attrition by passing feet, are those of John and Thomasine 
Barrington ; an opinion I expressed to the late Rev. 
Herbert Haines, when he examined my collection for the 
purposes of his work on the monumental brasses of England 
and which opinion he has adopted. 

It would hardly be possible to determine the point from 
the execution and costume, l.cs there are so few years 
difference between the elate of this monument and that of 
William Sutton, Valet of the Crown, who died in 1428, 
also extant in W eever's time. As the writer of Harl. MS. 
5195 does not describe the effigies of John Barrington as 
in armour, though he particularizes another figme, which, 
from the description, could not have been Sutton's, as " in 
complete armour,"* the natural inference is that the effigy 
of John Barrington was in civil costume, which, in the 
existing brass, is in perfect accord with the elate indicated. 

The Barringtons of Rayleigh were a branch of the very 
ancient family of Barrington, of Barrington Hall, and held 
the office of Keepers of the King's Park at Rayleigh, 
having theil· residence here, as at Hatfielcl, in a house 
called after their own name. 

It has never been previously determined who Thomasine, 

* The writer says " in Rayleigh Chmch, a man kneeling in complete armour and 
this coate on his breaste, Arg, a chev. az. A woman kneeling with these 2 empaled on 
her brest, Arg. a chev. Az.; Gu. 3 chev. Arg." 

The attitude is not that of a ~epulchral effigy of the early part of the 15th century; 
and it seems to me perfectly certain, from the arms, though there are errors in the 
blazomy (specially the omission of the label in each case), that these figlll'es are those 
of J ohn Hop ton and Thomasine (Barring ton) his wife ; that they are not sepulchral 
(n.either of them having been buried here), but were depicted in one of the painted 
wmdows of the church about the end of the 15th century. With this view the 
description is perfectly consistent, and it may have been that they were represented in 
the window which this lady by her will gave to the church. 
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the wife of this John Barrington, was. M01·ant has left 
the point in obscurity. The will, however, or Thomasine 
H op ton, daughter of John Barrington, leaves no doubt that 
he married Thomasine daughter and heiTess of Williarn 
Totham of Lambourne Hall in Canewdon, and, this being 
so, goes far to fill the chasm which the historian says he 
was obliged to leave in the descent of the manor of Lam
bourne Hall, :finding nothing upon record concerning it 
n:om 28 Edward I. when William Lambourne died, leaving 
James his son and heir, until the reign of Henry VII., 
when it was in Thomasine the daughter of John Barrington, 
ior whose possession of it he is unable to account. lt is 
clear, however, from her will, that this lady inherited in 
right of her mother from her grandfather William Totham, * 
and in all probability, though we are unable to substantiate 
the conjecture, it passed by an alliance between the Lam
bournes and Tothams to ·the latter family, for Shower 
has preserved a memorial (though without date) of one 
Lambourne Totham and his wife, who were buried in 
Oanewdon Church. t 
· Thomasine Barrington, who was a considerable heiress 
and of an ancient house, was thrice married, 1. to William 
Lunsford (Lunsforthe or Louseworthe ), Esq., 2. to William 
Sidney, of Stoke Daubernon in Surrey, 3. to John Hopton, 
Esq. Her fu·st husband made a brief will in Latin, elated 
the lOth and proved the 24th of April, 1445, wherein he 
describes himself as William Lonesforde de Bello (Battle), 
Co. Sussex, and desires to be buried in the Church of 
Battle in the Chapel of S. Katherine, and gives, "To 
Thomasine my wife all my goods and chattels in the parish 
of Rayleigh, Oo. Essex." His wife as an only child and 
heir retained the inheritance from both her parents. It 
was as the widow of her third husband that she made her 
own will, dated the 3rd of Nov. 1497, and proved l Oth 
F eb. 1497-8, in which she describes herself as Thomasine 
Hopton, widow, of, Y okkingfeld, Co. Suffolk.! 

* Obviously the William Totham who witnessed the will o£ John Chanceux in 1393. 
t Trans. Essex Arch. Soc., Vol. I. , p. 11 7, New Series. 
t Sic in Reg. but I am uuable to identify it with the modern name o£ any parish in 

the county. . 
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To be bmied in the church of Blythbourghe in a tomb where my 
l ate husband John Hopton, Esq., lieth/' or else, if it fortune me to 
decease in Essex, then to be bmied in R eiligh church. "I bequeth 
to the church of Moch e Stanway my portous, an awter cloth of W eluett 
and gold brawderid with gawters. It'm I bequeth to the Church of 
Stanway to helpe to bye a coope with, xvj ' · viijd· It'm I bequeth to 
the said church to therep'acions where moost nede is xl'·t It'm I 
forgive Richard Ooppesherft all the money that he owith me at the 
day of making of this my p'nt testament. It' m I bequeth to J ane 
W entworth to make her a noune at Broseyers, to her profession 
x marks." 

Will that my feo:ffees which h ave been enfeo:ffed of and in the 
manors of 'Lambrorne ' [Lambourne J H all and 'Orixeth halle ' and 
'Oastelmersh' with their appurtenances and in 40 acres of land and 
30 acres of pasture, 254 acres of marsh, 66 acres of wood, with their 
appurtenances in Oanwedon, R ailegh, H oklegh, Wilkefurd, Dounham; 
R ammesdon Belous, Rammedon Oray, Much Maldon, Little Maldon 
and Rochford Oo. Essex, that they stand and be feo:ffees to the use and 
b ehoo£ of Edward Knyvet, Esq., his heirs and executors, and when he 
shall have fully r eceived of the issues, r evenues and profits of the said 
manors, then they to stand possessed thereof to the use and per
formance of my will to pay thereout to Dorothy Tendering, daughter 
of William Tendering £25 at marriage. 

Testatrix mentions, Thomasi:i:te Tendering my dau. deceased, my 
Grandfather Totham, J ane Lunsford and E melyn her· sister, Philippa 
dau. of Edward Knyvet. A bequest to John Hopton. "To making 
of the way from Lambon H all to Oanydon church xx•·:' Mentions 
also, Dame Alianora Townsende, William Lunsford, Anne Townesende, 
Thomasine datl. of Nicholas tlydney, Dame Elizabeth Lunsford, nun, 
Elizabeth Knyvet, William Olopton, Dame J ane Blakeney, Dame 
Margery Oaltbarp [and gives legacies to them and many others]: 
She continues "I bequeth to the church of Railegh for the glasing of 
a wyndowe of the lie£ of Saint Thomas to the some of v ma.rcs."t · 

With respect to her Essex manors it was ordered, 
That there be levied £20 to the marriage of Thomasine Sydney, con
ditionally that Nicbolas Sydney her father endeavour to aid the 

* I am informed by the Rev. W. W. Tyler, the Incumbent, that there is no absolute 
certainty about the burial-place of any of the Hoptons at Blythburgh. The tomb 
usually assigned to the family is situate betweeen the chancel and H opton chapel. 
But the record of names, &c., has been removod long· ago. There are a considerable 
number of heraldic devices belonging to the Hoptons. 

t These bequests may be accounted for by a connection between the families of 
Lunsford and Knyvet, a branch of which lived at Stanway. John Knyvet of that 
place in a Latin will made in 14 76 gave xxs. for a tabula of alabaster for the high altar. 
The church is now desecrated and has long stood a ruin. The Knyvetl! had also lands 
in Rayleigh. . 

:j: This window, of course, perished in 1539, when after the insane process o-f citing 
the Archbishop, 400 years after his death, to appear in Westminster tiall, 'he was 
adjudged guilty of rebellion, treason and contumacy, his bones ordered to be burnt !l'tld 
every memorial of him to be destroyed throughout the country. 
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executors of my will. After Edwarcl Knyvet hath levied 200 marks 
~nd £26 above all charg-es then William Lunsford to have and enjoy 
all the said lands in Ramsden Belhouse and Ramsden Cray to him 
and his heirs . Will that \Villiam Lunsford my son's son have no 
estate, possession or interest in the manor of ' Crixethe halle ' an cl : 
' Castel Marsh ' in Oo. Essex, and also of my lands in Rayleig-h, . 
Hockley, Wickford, Downham, Rocheford, Ramsden 13elhouse, Rams
den Cray. Will that debts, legacies, &c., be satisfied, and the Priest · 
found for the space of 15 years which be behind for my g-randfather· 
Totham's soul-this Priest to sing for my grandfather Totham, his · 
wife, his father and all souls that my grandfatqer '\vas bounden to 
pray for ; then said manors lands & tenements with their appurtenances . 
to r emain to the right heirs, the which is William Lunsford ancl his 
hAirs, and, in default, then to his successors J ane and Emelyn, & then 
for want of issue of them, to the right heirs of my body according' 
to Totham's will, except that I will that Nicholas Sydney have 12 
marks for life, then to Son Lunsford . and his heirs according to the · 
Totham will, and for default of heirs of my body then to be sold· 
according to the Totham will Appoint executors Eel ward Knyvet, · 
William Doune, Edward Harvie and William Alyn of Rayle, yeoman. 

The reader may compare this settlement with the very 
accurate narrative given by :M:orant sub Rayleigh (Vol. l, 
p. 278). It clears up the obscurity in which the learned· 
historian was compelled to leave the descent of the manor 
of Lambourne Hall, and, I may add, supplements in a 
small degree the valuable memoir of the Barrington 
Family, edited by the President, which immediately 
precedes this paper. 

There was formerly, as has been said, an inscription in 
Rayleigh church, in memory of William Sutton, Valet of 
the Crown, who died in 1428. It does not appear to have 
been noticed by the writers of Lansd. lVIS. 2fW, or Harl. 
lVISS. 5195 and 1408. It was however seen and copied by 
Weever (Fun. :M:on. 1632). It is uncertain whether there 
were effigies, not because W eever does not mention them; 
for he does not mention the Barrington effigies.'*' He 
gives the inscription as follows:-

Orate pro anima Willelmi Sutton, V alecti 
corone, domini Regis & J ohanne uxoris 
ejus, qui ob. 1428. 

• The only sepulchral effigy of a Valet of the Crown known to mo, at Whitchurcb, 
Oxfordshire, is in armour, nod most probably one would always be so represented. 

I 
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He remarks upon this, " Valetti ( saith learned Selclen) 
was used for young heires, or young gentlemen, or at
tendants. Ancl Valectus or Valletus, to tell you once for 
all (saith Camden), was in those claies, ·viz, tempo1·e Eel. 3, 
an honourable title as well in France, as in England, but 
afterwards applied unto Servants, and Groomes : whereupon 
the Gentrie rej ected it, by changing the name, they began 
to be called Gentlemen of the Bedchamber." 

This William Sutton by Will written in Latin, Dated 
the 12th of April, ancl Proved 3rcl of May, 1428, in the 
Commissary Court, describes himself, as upon his tomb, 
" Willielmus Sutton, Vahctus Corone, domini Regis, com
momns apud Railegh in Com. Essex."* As the document 
contains no points of peculiar interest, a brief abstract 
translation will suffice. 

After the usual commendation of his soul he says, 

I desire my body to be buried where I may happen to die. To the 
high altar of the Holy Trinity of Rayleigh for tithes and oblations 
forgotten vi', viijcl· To Matilda Sutton my mother, if living, xl' · My 
executors out of my goods and chattels to find an honest priest to 
celebrate for my soul and for the souls of my parents and benefactors 
and all the faithful depa.rteC!., in the place where I shall happen to die, 
for one year. Leave to J ane Crane x' ·, and to Richm:d, my brother, 
x marks. [Desires that a certain man may b e appointed by his 
executors to make a vicarious pilgrimage for his good estate and soul's 
h ealth to the Shrines of SS. William and R.ichard of York, John of 
Beverley and Hugh of Lincoln, and others at his executors' descretion. J 
Residue of my goods and chattels to Johanna my wife. Appoint 
executors Williarn Crane, Citizen and Fletcher of London, John 
Mesanger, servant to the Lord Duke of Gloucester, William Dawe 
and John Sol er of Rayleigh, [and to these leaves small legacies .] 

Although an inhabitant of Rayleigh, perhaps, from the 
allusions in his will, he may originally have come from 
the north. 

William Bosiate is an early ancl previously unknown 
Rector of Rayleigh. He was doubtless the next successor 
to William at Fenn, who was appointecllO Kal. Jul. 1370, 
but the elate of whose aclvoiclance appears not, ancl the 

* For the reference to this will I have very I'ecently been indebted to our Hon. 
Associate Mr. J. C. C. Smith, as for similar favours, more often rendered, perhaps, 
than from lapse of time, I have remembered to acknowledge. 
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immediate predecessor o£ John Pykerell, the date o£ whose· 
appointment is not upon record, but who resigned some time 
before 9 Jul. 1392. His will, being in very abbreviated 
Latin, it will be more convenient !or typographical reasons 
to translate it. It bears date the 26th and was proved the 
30th o£ Sept. 1388, in the Commissary Court o£ London. 
From it we gain these !acts, that there were then two 
Guilds in Rayleigh, one of the Holy Trinity, the other of 
S. John Baptist ; and he assumes that the latter might be 
able constantly to provide a chaplain. The chapel of the 
Blessed Virgin which he mentions, was most probably the 
outlying chapel whose site is supposed to have been in 
Chapel Field below the hill on the N. side of the town, of 
which John Hull, one of the witnesses to this will, was 
doubtless the chaplain. The dedication of the N. chapel 
cannot at present be determined with certainty. More 
than a century after this elate there was within the church 
an altar o£ S. John Baptist, !or John Buttell o£ Hayleigh, 
in a Latin will made in 1496, and proved in 1497-8, · 
desires "to be buried in the church of the Holy Trinity of 
Rayleigh before the image of the Blessed Vi1:gin le Pity, 
and desired an honest priest to celebrate for his soul &c., 
in the aforesaid church before the altar of S. John Baptist." 
The south or Alyn's chapel, as I proved in a former paper, 
was not founded until 1517, there seems, therefore, some 
ground for supposing that the north was S. John Baptist's. 
There was certainly one assistant priest here besides the 
Rector, and after Alyn's chapel was founded there were 
probably two or three. I translate Thomas Bosiate's will 
almost in its entirety. 

In the name of God, Amen. I Thomas Bosiate, Rector of the church 
of l~ayleg the twenty-sixth day of September, 13'38, sound in faith and 
mind, make my testament in this manner, fixstly I commend my soul 
to God to the blessed Vi.J:gin Mary and all saints, and my body to be . 
buried in the chancel of the church of the Holy Trinity aforesaid. 

Also I leave to the fabric of the aforesaid church xx'· Also I l eave 
to the fabric of the chapel of the blessed Mary there xiij•· iiit· To 
the Fraternity of the Holy Trinity there xiij ' · iiijd· Also I leave to 
the Fraternity of S. John Baptist, if they continually have a chaplain 
celebrating annually for benefactors, xiij'· iiijd·, but if not, iij ' . iiijd· 
I leave for distribution to the poor x'· and for my funeral 1·ites xy' · 
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To twenty poor of my parish each of them one bushel of corn. To 
~very chaplain being at my exequies in his own person xijd · To 
Clement, clerk, ij ' · and forgive him iij ' · iiijd- that he owes me. To 
the sacrist of the church for his labour xijd. To the friars preachers 
of Chelmsford, the friars minor of Colchester and the Augustine friars 
of Maldon, ·each order vi' · viijrl · To the Prior of Thoby xiij' · iiijd · 
The residue of all my goods after payment of debts, legacies, &c., to 
iny executors, whom I appoint, Sir John Bonyfeld Rector of the 
church of Layudon,"' John Chaundeler of Ray leg, John atte Welle, 
and J ohn Bartelot Junior, to dispose for the h ealth of my soul, &c., 
and for the souls of all the faithful departed as shall seem to them 
expedient. Dated and sealed at ' Ray leg' in the presence of John 
Berlee Vicar of Hokkelee, t John Hall chaplain. 
Proba~um pridie Oct. 13f.8. 

Harl. MS. I408 mentions a memorial of some kind for 
"John Barrington and Elynor his wyff,'i but without 
giving either date or description. Another for " John 
Strangman & Cecille his wy:ff wh J ohes departed the 26 
J une 1529." Besides these Lansd. MS. 260 records 
another for Thomas Strangman. In a memoir of J ames 
Strangman the Antiquary, and the Strangman family, 
accompanied by a copious pedigree in Vol. III. p. 95 of the 
Society's Transactions, I have exhausted my knowledge of 
the history and descent of this ancient family, and have 
nothing material to add to it. 

There was also a monument for Cherington (Vide 
·Strangman Pedigree), and another is recorded for two 
unknown persons '' Two harts, vizt of a man and his wife 
there buried." All these monuments have long since 
disappeared. 

* John Bonyfeld occurs in N ewcourt under the name of Benynfeld, as Rector of 
Laindon c. Basildon to which he was appointed 24th Oct. 1384. His will, in Latin, 
Dat. 16 lial. May, and Prov. 10 lial. Oct., 1395, in t.he Commissary Court of London, 
and in which- he is called Benyngfeld, is of no special interest; after making -divers 
specific religious bequests, he gives the residue to his executors to dispose as th~y shall 
see fit. 

t J ohn Berles appointed Vicar of Hockley 13 Oct. 1384, and resigned prior to 20th 
. July, 1393, when his successor was admitted. Newc. R epert. Lond. 



NOTES ON REMAINS OF ANCIENT PAINTED 
GLASS IN THE CHURCHES OF RIVENHALL, 
WITHAM, FAULKBOURNE, ORESSING, WHITE 
NOTLEY, BRADW.ELL, LIT l'LE BRAXTED, AND 

IN THE ORIGINAL WINDOWS OF FAULK
BOURNE HALL. 

BY AN DREW HAMILTON. 

(Read at the Annual Meett'ng at Witham.) 

IT is remarkable that among the relics of ancient art, and 
various objects of antiquarian interest, that our village 
churches contain, so much glass of a very early elate should 
exist, for nothing is so fragile or so neglected, and nothing 
has .. been considered so worthless (till lately) as the large 
or small remains of painted glass that are still to be seen 
in nearly every old parish church. 

As I live in the neighbourhood of the not very important 
churches proposed to be visited by the society to-day, and 
as I have in my leisure made a special study of glass, both 
ancient and modern, it may not be impertinent if I try to 
show what interest may belong to the scattered fragments 
which we shall observe in many ot the windows which 
were once filled with complete pictures or ornamental designs 
of painted glass, as these vestiges denote. I will endeavour 
also to describe the very perfect and very ancient painted 
window, of French construction, to which our attention 
will be drawn at Rivenhall. These remains range in date 
from the 12th to the 16th century. 

In pointing out these old specimens of painted glass, I 
am anxious to avoid leading any one to suppo&e that they 
are of much v-alue as copies, but as specimens of ancient 
art and manufacture, and as links in the history of the 
village churches in which they exist, they are invaluable. 
They offer to the amateur and archmologist a ready means 
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of accustoming his eye to the minute but certain differences 
which exist in and on every fragment of ancient painted 
glass, enabling him, after some practice, to ascertain, at a 
very rapid glance, the date at which any given piece of 
glass was made and painted. 

A collector of ancient specimens of art of any kind, or 
a connoisseur of china will have no difficulty in valuing 
this last remark, · and I can assure him that no excitement 
or pleasure that he may realize in the inspection or verifi
cation of any specimen of old handiwork of any kind, can 
excel the feeling of satisfaction in being able to detect, by 
certain indications, the date of any specimen of glass, 
whether that specimen be one or seven htmdred years old. 

It is observable by quite the beginner in this study, that 
there are certain broad differences in the method of ex
ecution of old glass paintings; and Mr. Winston, about 
forty years ago, undertook the classification of these 
differences according to the plan laid down by Rickman in 
his "Nomenclature of Architecture," excluding theN orman 
style from the list, as very little, if any, painted glas~ 
with any peculiarity of that style in drawing, ever existed; 
and he added to the list the '' Cinque Cento " style, and a 
style he called "Intermediate," which preceded the revival 
of the early methods of glass painting. 

In all these styles, except the last, the same methods of 
construction and painting are carried out, methods as simple 
and yet as effective as can be adopted with a material so 
peculiar as glass. In the last or "Intermediate" style, the old 
methods were, to some extent, ignored, and corresponding 
failure was the result. 

The so called revival of mediawal styles of architecture, 
gave rise to a wish to understand one of its most beautiful 
accessories, and laudable attempts were made to rival 
ancient productions. 

Much more, however, might be done if those about to 
put up painted windows would strive to understand what 
constitute the excellencies and defects of a glass painting, 
instead of being content with the reputation of being 
munificent donors, irrespective of the intrinsic worth of what 
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they have presented, or of having employed such and such 
a glass painter, who, alas! is too often only a "Glasswright" 
or maker of painted windows-

"The Drama's laws the Drama's patrons give," 

is equally true in this matter which is too often now, not a 
question of art, but of trade. 

Glass making always formed, I think, a separate branch 
of business from that of the glass painter, and it is in
teresting to know that some of the very earliest glass 
makers of whom we have any record carried on their manu
facture at Colchester, as Robert le Verrer, in 1295, and 
Matthew le Verrer, in 1300, were principal inhabitants of 
our old Essex town, and were taxed for their stock in trade 
of glass . 

No doubt the ease with which sea sand and the ashes of 
marsh plants could be obtained, and with which wood could 
at that time be procured for fuel, made Colchester an ad
vantageous neighbourhood for glass works. It would be 
interesting to know whether any local tradition lingers in 
the name of any place in or near Colchester, which indicates 
the locality of glass works once having existed there. 

The numerous and beautiful specimens of glass in our 
Museum prove that, even a thousand years before this 
record of Robert and Matthew le Verrer, glass was no very 
great rarity; and that, so far as design and manipulation 
were concerned, the Romans were as excellent as any 
glass workers before or since. Even now, some of the 
most beautiful V enetian designs for cups and. drinking 
vessels, do not excel some of these ancient specimens of 
delicate handicraft. . 

I am unable to give you much information as to where 
the glass was mostly painted, but as glass painters are 
styled glaziers in old contracts for painted windows, it 
seems reasonable to suppose that the then extensive art of 
glass painting was carried on by nearly every glazier, and 
in nearly every important town. · 

The Fabric Rolls of most of our Cathedrals contain the 
names and dwelling places of some mediteval glass painter, 
(or glazier)-for instance the name of the painter of the 
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windows at King's College Chapel, Cambridge, and of the 
east window of York, and of all the windows at Exeter, . 
and of the Beauchamp Chapel at Warwick are known ; and, · 
no doubt, if notes were made by those accustomed to in
spect wills and other ancient documents, many more names 
and particulars of every sort might be brought to light, as 
the putting up of painted windows was frequently ordered 
in wills dming mediawal times. It is evident that painted 
windows were no rarity, in fact from the amount of frag
ments that remain, or till lately did remain in nearly every 
church, it is certain that no ecclesiastical building was 
considered complete without painted windows. 

The earliest writer on Gothic Glass Painting with whom 
we are acquainted, was the learned Monk, Theophilus, who 
seems to have lived in the tenth century, and describes 
himself as "Humilis Presbyter, servus servorum Dei in
dignus nomine et professione monachi." Re did not con
fine himself to glass painting, he wrote on painting (men
tioning painting in oils), the working of metals and the 
making of glass. 

I would ask you to remember when you are looking at 
the Rivenhall window, that Theophilus declares that France 
(from whence this window was brought) even then excelled. 
in the precious variety of windows. The instructions given 
by this learned monk would even now suffice for anyone 
who might wish to understand the methods adopted in 
painting and constructing wi:p_dows. 

Now the system of glass painting as described _by 
Theophilus, was this : a plan of the window was made on a 
board, parchment, or paper; pieces of colomed and plain 
glass were cut to the required sizes indicated by_ this plan, 
and thus a rough mooaic was formed. On these separate 
pieces of glass, outlines aii_d shadows, ornamental diaperings,· 
&c., were drawn with dark brown colour, composed of 
oxide of iron and a soft fusible glass. These pieces were 
then placed in a kiln or oven, on powdered whitening,· 
heated to redness in order to fix the paint, and nothing 
then remained but to lead these pieces together according 
to the plan. 
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After quite the commencement of the 14th century a 
yellow stain, produced by a powder composed of sulphuret 
of silver mixed with burnt ochre, was used to heighten any 
ornamental effect. 

To the _question, How has it happened that we only find 
fragments of what were undoubtedly complete windows ? 
We reply, The difficulty of finding glaziers who could relead 
an intricate glass painting when it became unsafe, or loose 
in any way from the action of boisterous winds, or from 
careless· neglect in seeing to the binding of the leadwork to 
the ironwork of the window : these accidents have caused 
much old glass to be swept away to make room for windows 
of a more simple construction. The spirit of alteration, 
beautifying, and, worst of all, restoration, has also been 
the means of destroying much that was, or is considered 
the reverse of neat or nice looking in the ancient churches 
of this neighbourhood. 

In the reign of Elizabeth or Eclwarcl VI. an order was 
issued not to destroy glass pictmes but to "suffer them 
little by little to decay."* This order, issued only as 
precaution against the expense which would arise if a 
wholesale destruction was enjoined, seems to have been 
carried out by the above-named agencies more than by either 
the Commissioners of Eclwarcl VI. or the Puritans. 

Mr. Freeman points out in~his account of the Siege of 
York, that Fairfax made it death for anyone to fire a gun 
at the Cathedral ; so convinced were educated people of 
his clay and turn of thought, of the value of that beautiful 
building and its complete series of windows as historical 
and artistic studies. · 

The traditions about sundry windows having been taken. 
clown and bmied during the Commonwealth, I look upon 

* In Harrison's Description of England (temp. Q. Elizabeth) prefixed to Hollinshed's 
Chronicle, book ii. eh. 4 p. 223, it is said, " As for churches themselves, belles and times 
of morning and evening praier remain as in time past, saveing that all images, shrines, 
t abernacles, rood loftes and monuments of idolatrie are removed taken down and defaced: 
Onlie the stories in glnsse windowes excepted, whieh, for want of sufficient store of new 
stuffe, and by reason of extreame charge that should grow by t.he alteration of c.he same 
1nto white panes throughout the realme, are not altogether abolished in most plllees at 
once, but by little and Little suffered to decrrie that white glass ma,y be set up in their 
roomes. '' 

K 
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as mostly apochryphal, for unless the glass was most care
fully protected from the effects of damp whilst lying buried 
in the ground, its destruction would be certain, and at the 
end of a very short time it would lose its transparency and 
its val,ue as an ornament.'* 

The signs by which the age of any glass, or fragment of 
glass painting, may be arrived at are few, but in time the 
eye acquires practice and becomes accomplished in this 
branch of antiquarian research. 

In a paper of this character it will be impossible to do 
more than roughly describe the principal differences ob
servable on painted glass of various dates, and I must 
refer anyone anxious to ar:quire further ·information on this 
subject to Mr. Winston's book on ghlss painting.t 

'l'he Early English Style is distinguished by its colour, 
willch is of a vivid and intense character {'lvi.thout however 
being garish in the least), whilst the plain glass is very 
green in tint. The painting on the glass is simply executed 
with thick bold outline drawing but with no shading worth 
speaking about. 

The Decorated Style, which lasted from 1280 to 1380, or 
1395, is to be distinguished from the Early English by a 
more timid execution of the outline, and cross-hatching 
method, and towards the enq of the style, "smear shading" 
began to be better understood. 

One peculiarity in this style exists which Winston does 
not point out ; it is, that most of the ornamental patterns, 
such as formed the centres and filling up of tracery lights, 
and the borders and foliage patterns, were executed in quite 
a peculiar manner. The glass was first covered with a coat 
of ' 'enamel brown" or paint: then with a stick, or with the 
handle of the brush, the design was scraped out of this 
layer of paint, leaving the pattern clear and bright. Or
naments thus executed on glass are most difficult to copy 
on paper in water colours, for the obvious reason that the 
.methods of execution are just the reverse. 

* "See Process of Decay in Glass.''- JAM RS FoWLl'.R, Esq., F.S ,A., read at Society 
of Ant., 1878; published, 1879, in the" Archa;ologia." 

t History of Glass Painting, 2 vols., by Wins ton. Parker & Co. 
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During the Perpendicular period very many windows in 
this neighbourhood were filled with painted glass, as most 
of the fragments that remain, prove. 

At the beginning of the 15th century the effective 
process just alluded to, of taking a pattern out of a layer of 
paint, was abandoned, and the most miniature-like execution 
of detail took its place ; glass paintings destined for a distant 
position, were executed as if to be seen from a few paces off. 

Every imaginable colour was used in this style, and I 
would remark that some of the colours are the result of 
accident, and not intentional ; an overheating of the glass in 
the melting pot whilst making, often caused it to become of 
a different tint to that intended, and some very curious 
specimens of colour may occasionally be seen in looking at 
a collection of old fragments of windows. 

The glass itself was in all these styles horn-like, and from 
the imperfections in its method of melting and manufacture, 
was never the cold, hard and inartistic or unpicturesque 
material it now is ; light was transmitted through it at 
every imaginable angle. A very important matter to notice 
in enquiring into the age of any specimen of glass, is, its 
coloztr and textu1·e; but, I have already detained you too 
long before I begin the main object of this paper, which is 
to describe the remains of old glass in the churches which 
are to be -v-isited by us to-day. 

The 19th century restoring angel has laid his hand lightly 
on two or three of these churches, but, has left the glass 
alone. 

RIVENHALL. 

In this Church there exists some of the very earliest 
painted glass with which I am acquainted, although I have 
lately seen the fragments that belonged to the o1:iginal 
Norman Minster at York, and, of course, do not forget the 
Canterbury windows. This ancient glass occupies the 
centre light, and part of the two side lights of the East, 
window, and its history, as far as I can gather it, is this:-

The Rev. B. D. Hawkins, whilst on a visit inN ormandy, 
in 1839, heard that the Cure and Parishioners of OMnu, a 
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village about 35 miles from Tours, had been ordered to sell 
this old glass in order to raise funds for· the repaiT of the 
fabric. Mr. Hawkins acceded to the terms demanded, and 
after a careful re-leading, and with as little alteration as 
possible, the glas:;; was placed in its present position. 

The four medallions, and one of the figures of Abbots, once 
formed part of the glazing of the two windows in the Apse 
of the church at Chenu, a church of great antiquity, and, at 
one time, the church of an adjoining monastery. 

Besides these four circular medallions and the demi-figure 
of an Abbot, there ~.tre two other panels of the same date, 
one a representation of a figure in complete armour, and the 
other an Abbot, almost the counterpart of the one jus~ 
mentioned. These two last panels were in the clerestory 
windows of the Nave at Chenu; they are very much 
mutilated and were so when purchased by Mr. Hawkins. 

This glass is, of course, the most interesting and valuable 
in the window, though there are some very exquisite 
specimens gathered together in the upper lights, and a 
mutilated picture of the Adoration of the Shepherds in the 
lower part of the left hand bottom light. 

The four circular panels once formed a complete window, 
which was about 8ft high by 2ft. 4in. wide. I think it not 
unlikely that five circles were originally intended to form 
the complete history, or epitome of the history, of our Lord, 
but fro·m the want of height, or the destruction of a panel, 
the series is not complete, as the Crucifixion is wanting. 

The four subj ects beginning from the lowest panel, are 

The Annunciation. 
The Virgin and Child. 
The Entombment. 
Our Lord seated in Glory. 

Three of these medallions contain three figures in each, 
one contains four, an arrangement intended, I think, to give 
balance to the general design. 

Beginning with the lowest medallion. In this picture is 
seen the Blessed Virgin, seated, or just rising from her 
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seat, just within a conventional kind of doorway, which is 
· given as the representation of a house. On the chair is 

seen an embroidered cushion; the roof of the house, (or it 
may be a canopy) with a flat gable ·at one end is repre
sented by one strip of yellow glass. The angel Gabriel 
extends his right hand in benediction, the two first fingers 
being extended towards the Virgin, who lifts her hands in 
surprise ; the expression of the face is that of humility. 
The figure on the left is seen b0nding towards the Virgin 
in a reverential attitude, with the left hand uplifted. I 
cannot understand the import of this figure, unless it is 
meant to give balance to the picture, or to introduce St. 
Elizabeth into the group. The face of this third figure is 
a later insertion. 

In the next medallion, the Virgin and Child are rep re- · 
sented in a most spirited manner, considering the limited 
knowledge of drawing at the time. The blessed Virgin is 
seen seated upon a very ornamental chair or throne offering 
suck to the Holy Child, who extends His right hand in 
blessing, whilst He caresses His mother~ who bows her head 
to receive His kiss; the expression of this is very touching. 
The head of our Lord is nimbed with a white nimbus, (not 
cruciform) the nimbus of the Virgin is green. The headdress 
of the Virgin is very curious, and seems to consist of a white 
linen veil which extends to her waist ; over this veil she 
wears a yellow circular cap which may be meant to represent 
a crown of early date. The Holy Dove is seen descending 
on the left · of the group. On either side is a figure bearing 
a wand or. sceptre in one hand and an orb or apple in the 
other ; the sceptres are tipt with the emblem of the 
fleztr-de-lys, the orbs are held in the other hand which is 
wrapped in the folds of their robes. 

The next medallion sets for th the Entombment. Two 
figures are seen reverently and lovingly lowering the body 
of our Lord into the tomb, which, as was usual at the time, 
is represented in a conventional way by a stone or marble 
coffin which is dPlicately diapered; it rests on an arcaded 
base, the little arches being alternately red and blue. 

The two figures carry the body of our Saviour (which is 
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entirely wrapt and bound in a yellow winding sheet, leaving 
the outline only visible,) in a long white sheet, the ends of 
which seem to be thrown over the shoulders. 

The cave is represented by a conventional sort of canopy 
from which is suspended a lamp of primitive shape. 

The topmost medallion contains a representation of the 
Saviour of the World, who is seated, holding in His left 
hand a closed book, . whilst the right is in the act of bene
diction. On either side two adoring angels support a vesica 
of ruby glass.. The feet of one of these angels rest on a very 
conventional cloud. Our Lord is here robed in an upper 
garment of green which contrasts well with an under 
garment of white. The feet rest on a square footstool, 
which is placed (or appears to be placed, for the pers1)ective 
is very defective), on a circular carpet of blue, with a 
diapering of black lines and with a yellow border. 

The whole of this panel is most conventional and Byzantine 
in effect. 

The head of the principal figure calls for· some more 
particular remark. It is impossible to make out from the 
:tloor of the Church any features at all, and the whole of the 
piece of glass on which the face and hair were painted, has, 
either from the action of over-heating in the kiln, or, more 
probably, from the curious and very interesting process of 
decay of the glass, caused by the carbonic acid acting on the 
lime and iron present in all old glass.. This disintegrating 
process leaves the surface of the glass affected by it, rough, 
and, in some instances, almost black and opaque. This 
blackness is, however, no indication of age OJ,;. great an
tiquity, for glass of quite modern date is seen to be affected 
by it; it is, however, remarkable, that glass of such an
tiquity as in this particular window should be so little 
affected by this process, which has nearly obliterated some 
of the beautiful windows of the Chapter House at York, of 
the 14th century, and numbers of even more recent glass 
paintings. It may be worth while to observe that the glass 
-in this R.ivenhall window, which was always in an East 
window, is less decayed or disintegrated by this action 
than those panels which were removed from the south 
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side of the Church at CMnu, where the rain, loaded wit"~?. 
carbonic acid, had beat for centuries, washing out, as it 
were, the substances willch hold the glass together. The 
blackness is caused by the chemical change in the iron 
present in . the glass, and not, as a Tule, by dirt, lichens, 
fungi, etc., etc., though sometimes all these may be found in 
the cavaties left by the falling out of the portions of the 
surface of the glass. 

The colours used in these four medallions are few in 
number; they are a "streaked" ruby, (which is sparingly 
used in the pictures, being confined to the borders) ; a 
lovely sapphire blue, of low tone; a dull yellow; a coldish 
green, and a dark purple ; and from the apparent and real 
thickness and want of homogeneity of the glass itself, to 
which these few colours have been imparted, 'the effect is 
most substantial and the reverse of flimsy. From the 
most distant point of view no colour 1·uns into anotlzer, but 
the mosaic effect is apparent even when the outlines of the 
figures are lost. Very little drawing is used or needed ; a 
few bold outlines denote the features, whilst the shaclows 
are drawn with a bold hand in one stroke of the brush ; no 
half shadows exist. 

The hair of some of the figures (all the angels) is drawn 
with one dark coat of paint in the most Byzantine manner, 
whilst in others it is scratched out of this single coat of 
paint with a sharp point, applied before the brown enamel got 
dry. The hands, f0et, and joints, are all extremely con
ventional, and the eyes are very staring ; nevertheless the 
whole composition is most impressive, and there is some
thing that shows that the artist did his very best,. and felt 
his very best when he executed this beautiful glass painting. 
The folds of the dresses are close fitting, and in some in
stane;es they almost seem too tight and tucked in, especially 
about the ankles. The borders are merely composed of 
bands of spots, taken out of the brown enamel, encircling 
plain strips of ruby, and the pattern between the circles is 
quite unlike the ordinary early rosette on English glass. 

There are no naturalesque features at all about the com
position, and, from all I know about old glass, I am certain 
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that this is one of the very oldest windows that exist in 
England, although, no doubt, France may possess something 
older. 

The left or southern light is filled with three panels of 
glass not quite as old, I think, as the medallions I have 
just described. One of these panels contains a repre
sentation of a figure in armour on horseback, with his 
name, ROBERTUS LE MAIER, on a strip of glass running 
across the background. 

This equestrian subject is deserving of study, and I wish 
I could tell you with certainty who Robert le Maier was, as, 
of course, his history would decide the antiquity of this re
presentation of him.* He is seen riding at full gallop, his 
right hand bearing aloft a very early shapd sword, the 
other holds the reins. A kite-shaped shield, like those 
represented on the Bayeux tap~stry hangs behind on the 
horse's flank. Rider, horse, and shield are covered with 
what, I .believe, is meant to be leather armour, to which 
Sir Samuel Meyrick gave the name of "Trellised;" the 
"latticed" or diamond-shaped pattern with which it is 
covered may represent the cross-stitching. The back
ground to this figure is made up of alternate strips of 
yellow and blue glass, with a diagonal strip of yellow 
running across. This background must, I think, be taken 
to represent either a gate of a town or tapestry. 1 think 
that it represents a city gate, and that Robert le li'Iaier is 
seen victoriously returning after having stormed or defended 
this gate.t 

" To make a suggestion that this is a very early representation of Robert Du){e of 
Normandy, eldest son of William I., is, perhaps, rather daring on my part; but glass 
painting was sufficiently advanced in Fmnce in his time to render it possible that the 
artist has here depicted Robert before the gate of Antioch or Nice. We know from 
Robert of Wendover's Chronicle, that this Duke or •' Maim·" as he might then be called, 
distinguished himself before these cities in the firs"t crusade, and that the Western Gate 
of Nice and one of the gates of Antioch were stormed by him. Gibbon states that 
Charles Mmtel and his successors governed the French with the title of" Ma.ier." No 
doubt light could. be thrown on the subject by anyone more versed in the eaTly history 
of NoTmandy than I am. 

t The Rev. H. L. Elliot has called my attention to a seal found at St. Alban's 
Cathedral which is described in the St. Alba.n's Architectural Society's Proceedings by 
Albert Way, Esq., as being of the early part of the 12th centmy. The armour, the 
sword, and the lettering round the seal are similm· in character to those repTesented on 
this glass, We know that a great similarity did exist between repl'esentations· en 
ivory and on glass at this early date. The seal bears the inscription-Sigillum Ricardi 
De Vier or Vierly. 
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This panel is most archaic ; the type of representation 
may be found in many seals of the early part of the 12th 
centmy, and, 1mtil someone more learned in ancient glass 
than I am, corrects me, I shall be content to believe that 
this panel is not later in date than 1250. 

The blue glass used in this pictme is much darker and 
more obscmed by the action of carbonic acid than in the 
medallions, and the whole subject is considerably affected 
by this agency. 

Besides these fom medallions and this equestrian figure 
of Robert le Maier, there are two figures which, mOst likely, 
were meant as portraits of abbots. These are sadly muti
lated, for the feet of both figures are gone and the faces 
are insertions. One face is made out of an angel's face, 
the other was given by Willement, and is made like a face 
of an Early English glass painting. 
. The head -dress and the haiJ: of both figures remain ; the 
hair is drawn on bits of greenish-tinted glass, the head
dresses may be very early mitres or cqwls; they are 
something like low baker's caps, with a low horn at each 
side and a band of omament between these low points. 
The lappets of these head-dresses, the (vestments ?) stoles, 
and pectoral crosses they wear, and the short plain croziers 
they carry (almost like walking-sticks), are all curious and 
early representations. I do not think these two figures 
are so early as the glass I have before described, as there 
are indications of greater knowledge of drawing. The 
architectural framework which is represented on the glass, 
is " Norman " or Romanesque, and the ornament to the 
arch over the heads of the figures is composed of what 
is known as the "billet moulding." 

In the right hand, or northern light, the remaining 
glass is a portion of a figure of St. Nicholas, gazing 
downwards upon the tub containing the pickled children, 
which once formed part of the subject. One hand, raised 
in benediction, wears a glove with jewels let into it in a 
curious manner :-little holes were made in the glass 
forming the glove, and then bits of yellow glass were 
leaded in, without cutting across the glass. 

L 
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The crozier held by the · other hand is most elaborate, 
and the difference between this and the early croziers to 
which I have just alluded, is remarkable. This fine 
fragment is of Cinque Cento date, to which period the 
mere fragment of St. Martin also belongs. 

The lower subject is the Adoration of the Magi; this is 
so battered and displaced as scarcely to be made out, but 
the heads and the methods of execution are very excellent. 
One of the Magi is here represented as an 1Ethiopian 
Prince;* this head, with its turban, is an instance how very 
accurately medimval artists represented the Eastern dress, 
though in other matters they sometimes seemed indifferent, 
so long as they gave a conventional idea of the subject in 
hand. These fragmentary subjects of St. Nicholas, St. 
Martin, and the adoration of the magi were very good e~
amples of Cinque Cento work. 

The top of the window is filled in with some exquisite 
little 16th century circles containing each a delicately 
painted subject in brown and yellow; one or two of these 
little circular p!"ctures have beautiful borders. The subjects 
are- The Crucifixion, St. John Baptist, The Lord's Supper, 
St. Lawrence, The Last Labour of Love or the Anointing 
the Body of the Dead Christ, and a curious little picture 
of St. Nicholas raising the children to life out of the pickle 
tub. t 

All these little pictures ought to be nearer the eye to be 
made out properly; at presen~ they cannot be seen with~ut 
an opera glass. 

In other windows of this church are some interesting 
fragments. A representation of the Sudarium of St. Veronica 
exists in a north window of the nave, side by side with a 

* One of the Magi was frequently represented as au Ethiopian, probably in reference 
toPs. lxxi. 9, 10, "Coram ilto procident .2Ethiopes." Or the idea was to represent the 
three principal races of mankind, " The kings of Saba and of the Isles shall bring 
presents, etc." 

t St. Nicholas was a very popular saint ; he was the patron of sailors, children, 
virgins, and his emblem of three golden balls we see now displayed as the sign of 
pawnbrokers. Some curious 13th century pictmes relating to this saint were revealed 
at Inw01·th, near Kelvedon, when the church was recently restored. 'l'hese pictures 
were preserved at my suggestion, and a drawing made by Mr. J . Parish, which is in 
om i\'1 useum at Colchester. 
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circular panel containing a Death's head surmounted with 
the motto . " ll fa ut Mourir," in -old French. These two 
subjects are about the first part of the 16th century. In 
another window is preserved a figure . of the Almighty, 
habited as a Pope, with orb and triple crown, and one or 
two Jittle figure subjects on circles. 

Some fragments of the original glazing of the tracery 
lights of this church remain ; they consist of four leaves 
boldly executed on greenish glass set in a groundwork of 
ruby, with a red or blue rose in the centre; these are of the 
14th century, and are made up with the refuse and most 
uneven glass, with excellent efFect. Little besides the 
old glass, two ancient coffin lids, and a fine 16th century 
tomb, remains to interest the archooologist in this church, 
but the glass alone is worth patient study, and) I believe it 
to be as ancient as any that can be found in Great Britain, 
of its kind. The very careful way in which this old glass 
glass was removed, releacled, and " set up " anew in 
Rivenhall Church, by the Rev. Bradford D. Hawkins is 
worthy of the thanks.of all interested. It is to be regretted 
that a more. suitable window could not have been found, 
than the east window now is, to place these venerable relics 
in ; still it is better so than to attempt a " restoration" to 
make a pretty ornament ·out of ·these treasures of ancient 
art. 

WrTHAM. 

A panel bearing the arms of the Diocese, with two angels 
as supporters, is all the glass that has a claim to the slightest 
antiquity ; this exists in the vestry window, to which it 
was removed from the east window to make room for a 
modern glass painting by Hardman. Enamel colours are 
used in the execution of this subject and one sees to how 
low an ebb the taste for this style of decoration had fallen. 

Lieut.~Col. Lucas pointed out to me, during the process 
of the Tecent Testompion, that the original walls had been 
coloured a deep red, diapered with flaming stars in black. 
This style of colouring would be effective if the windows 
were filled (as I suspect they were) with bright silvery 
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ornamental designs in glass. Such windows would be in 
character like those of Merton College, Exeter Cathedral, 
or the Chapter House of York Minster. 

A striking simila,rity of detail exists between the 14th 
century portions of this church and that of Feering, where 
the walls have been re-coloured as nearly as possible after 
the original plan, a pale slate coloured ground, on which is 
a diaper of 1·oses in black. A tolerably good modern 
window of the character I mean, contrasts well with these 
sombre walls. 

BRAD WELL. 

Here is a mine of information as to what a village church in 
a remote rural district anciently was. Its plain whitewashed 
walls contain nearly all that was ever placed within them ; 
the windows have not been restored, and display enough of 
their original glazing to show, probably, how the windows 
in the little churches in this neighbourhood were filled. 

The whole of the windows, with the exception of the 
east and west, were glazed in the 14th century (about 
1350), with grisaille or pattern glass, and they all contain 
fragments of that elate and character. 

The east window is later, and was filled with figure sub
jects in the latter part of the 15th century, but the figures 
of Saints and Angels that were in the tracery lights of this 
window, have been moved into the tracery of the side 
windows of the chancel. 

The large flat-headed Decorated Window, in the south 
side of the nave, contains in its tracery some pretty 
" roundels," set in blue glass, with a border of what is 
known as the " Cross " ornament. The lower lights were, 
doubtless, once filled with a foliage pattern like that 
remaining in the window opposite. 

Some of the chancel windows contain little circles with 
grotesque beasts, or representations of deadly sins. These 
little subjects were not very uncommon in 14th century 
windows. 

These windows were humble specimens of a type of 
ornamental glass painting that was used to fill some of the 
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most beautiful of the traceried windows of the Decorated 
Period of Gothic Architecture, and, I believe, no better 
scheme or design could have been devised for admitting as 
much light as possible in the most picturesque manner. 

Their plan was a trellis of very ornamental, and, at first 
sight, intricate design, which was formed by the lead lines 
required in the glazing. At the back of this trellis, sprays 
of leaves and tendrils were drawn in outline, and then, at 
uncertain intervals, were placed little touches of colour, 
either a shield a circle of leaves, or, as in these windows, 
a little goblin or personification of some vice or deadly sin. 

This plan, though really simple, was seldom understood 
·by glaziers of .later times, who, instead of following the 
main lead lines in repairs, cut the glass into squares or 
some simple shape ; this evidence of stupidity has occurred 
at Exeter.* 

The angels and saints from the , tracery of the east 
window are very carefully painted ; the saints hold scrolls, 
the angels shields. 

The many curious architectural features of this pic
turesque church are worth noticing. In the chancel an 
incised slab of Purbeck marble bears the effigy, · in 
eucharistic vestments, of the priest who was vicar in 
1349, and it is not too much to suppose that the alteration 
of all the window openings from little Norman lights to 
Decorated windows, took place in tnis vicar's time. An 
uncommon way of ornamenting the tracery of a window, 
is shown in that on the south of the chancel, where carved 
1·oses take the place of the smaller tracery opening&. 

It is to be hoped that this church will not be " restored " 
in the usual manner, but that great care will be taken to 
retain everything in its original position. In hoping this, 
I bear in mind the splendid tomb placed right across the 
east wall of the chancel, in memory of that staunch 

* The Chapter House at York, Merton College, and Exeter Cathedral, besides 
numerous other 14th centUI·y buildings, were glazed with this kind of glass decoration. 
Mr. Drake, the glass painter of Exeter, recently showed me a beautiful drawing of one 
of the windows that escaped this " cutting-up" process. The effect of this style of 
glazing, when all the clerestory windows were filled with it, must have been fairy-like 
in the extreme. 
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Churchman and Royalist, A.nthony Maxey ; placed there, 
most probably by his third son and heir, Sir William 
Maxey, Knt., whose quaint epitaph sets forth the utmost 
loyalty to his King and to his Chmch in whose cause he 
fought during the civil war, at the siege of Colchester. 

The balusters which were used to repair the well-designed 
14th century porch, and the brick shaft to the font, with 
its old cover to lift with a pulley, are evidently restorations 
of Elizabeth's days. 

The Norman doorways are all that is visible of that date 
about the church ; there is a nice screen, and some encaustia 
tiles are preserved in the sill of a window in the chancel.* 

LITTLE BR..A.XTED. 

In this very small apsidal ' church ·only a few quarries 
remain in a window on the north side ; these are painted 
with the maple leaf, and are of the same date as the stone
work of the window in which they were placed about 1320. 

WHITE NoTLEY. 

Some few fragments remain in the little 14th centmy 
windows of the south aisle. The colom of the rose, a sort 
of fawn, is not to be obtained from a modern glass works. 

F .A.ULKBOURNE. 

In this very interesting and unrestored church there is a 
considerable portion of a 14th century quarry window, with 
a nice border of oak leaves on a ruby ground. Some 
"Perpendicular" glass is inserted in the tracery, with an 
escocheon of arms which has not yet been satisfactorily 
assigned. t 

* The old Hall, beautified by Sir .Anthony 1\faxey with ricli carvings, was destroyed 
by fire since the Essex .A.rchreological Society visited it last year. The portraits of 
the Maxey Family were luckily removed, some years age, to the house of Melborne 
Brunwin, Esq. , the descendant of the Maxeys. .A. life-sized portrait of Sir \Villiam 
and Hellena Maxey, by Van Dyke, are amongst these portraits. These ru:e very 
valuable pictures. 

t .Alluded to by Rev. F. SPURRELL in his Paper on Faulkbourne Church in this 
Journal. 
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FAULKBOURNE HALL. 

In some of the original windows of this most delightful 
old 15th centmy house there are some quarries with a badge 
presumably of the Fortescues, a black laced belt with 
yellow lining, combined with the Stafford knot. These 
united badges probably denote the marriage of Henry 
Fortescue with Elizabeth Stafford, and are displayed 
in the beautiful brick Oriel window in the old drawing 
room which is over the hall (now the dining room). 'l'he 
plan of the glazing of this window is rows of quarries with 
diagonal strips of glass, and a motto painted in yellow 
lettering running up amongst them. What let~ers do re-

. main are of a character used in the time of Henry VIII. 
A few of the badges also remain in the little windows of 
the cmious and unique brick staircase that leads to the 
several rooms in the tower. In the kitchen, quarries painted 
in brown and yellow, with culinary utensils and "things 
good to eat," remain in the upper part of the wide bay 
window. I believe all these quarries to be not later than 
from 1480 or 1520. A German glass painting of St. GcoTge 
hangs in the charming oriel that once lighted the dais at 
the end of the great hall, before it was partitioned off to 
form a modern dining room. The architectmal featmes of 
the OTiginal part of this house are very interesting indeed. 

0RESSING. 

. A few remains of glass leaded together into the tracery 
lights of a north window, a tracery light in situ, and some 
fragments of all dates leaded into the east window, is all 
the old glass in this chmch. The fragments in the north 
window are remains of "figure and canopy" subjects of 
the 15th century. Advantage has be~n taken of a flaw, or 
a "hull's eye" in the glass to form the centre of a flower, 
with good effect, in the glass in its original position in the 
tracery. A quarry in the east window with a bird (jay ?) 
holding a bone in its beak, may be a punning allusion to 
some one of the name of J. Forebone, as John Faulkbourne 
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would be called hereabouts; such rebusses were common 
at the date when this quarry was painted ( circ. 1500). 
Cressing Church has been most "tenderly " restored. 

In closing this inventory .of the remains of old painted 
glass in these several churches, I would urge upon everyone 
who has the power of using a tracing pencil of any kind, 
and who wishes to preserve a copy of any curious badge 
or quaint design, to set to work at once, for the "?'estorer '' 
is destroying at a pace which will leave but few objects of 
interest for the next generation. 

To the artist, the antiquary, the historian, and the 
scholar, e~ch minute fragment is as suggestive as is a fossil 
bone to a Huxley or an Owen; and every ancient building 
does contain some original feature, or some record of 
historical value, till it falls into the hands of the Restorer, 
then, as a rule, a treatment more destructive in · its effects 
than the ravages of time, sweeps away or obliterates all 
that was original, historical or venerable. 

Let us consider why we hear in these days the tempting 
but delusive cry, "New lamps for old lamps" and pause 
well before we give up o:ur invaluable heirlooms for modern 
imitations. 

Since sending this paper to press I have seen the first number of 
Mr. Westlake's beautiful work on "The History of Designs in Painted 
Glass," and he verifies my ideas as to the antiquity of the Rivenhall 
glass by the methods visible in its execution. 
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IN the possession of successive Head-masters of the Royal 
Grammar School, Colchester, since the year 1637, has 
been a thick small-folio :M:.S. Book, marked on the outside 
with the words : Liber Scholre Colcestriensis, Anno Domini, 
1637, and containing records- full or scanty as the case 
may be- 0£ the doings, pupils, and other points of interest 
connected with the School, in the handwritings of the men 
who have held the office of Head-master since that date. 
I think a short account of the contents of this book may be 
not uninteresting to the readers of our Transactions. In 
these days of general upsetting of all that is old and 
tried and good, in the well-meant attempts to replace it 
with what is new, untried, and theoretically better, it is 
worth while to step back into the past for a season, and 
see how our ancestors managed matters. In nothing has 
the upsetting spirit of our own day been more busy than 
in matters !30nnected with education ; and in few things, 
I venture to believe-while general progress has certainly 
been achieved- have particular failures been moTe common 
or more conspicuous. I met with a remark, not long ago, 
in an article in the Saturday Review which struck me very 
forcibly. It- was this, "There is no more distinct confession 
of incompetence on the part of a Schoolmaster than frequent 
change of the books in use in the School." I clo not know 
that these were the exact words, but that was the tenor. 
At any rate the moral is the same. Apply the remark on a 
large scale, and what a confession of hopeless incompetence 

. the present day affords. Of the making of school books 
. there is no end. I believe that I am speaking within 
bounds when I say that my own waste-paper basket re
ceives, in the course of a year, not less than a hundred

M 
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weight of specimen copies from various publishers, all 
prepared by able men, each professing some peculiarity of 
its own, but altogether proclaiming an amount of help
lessness in the Scholastic · Profession which may have 
existed in the old days of the Eton Latin Grammar and 
the Delphian . Classics, but which, at any rate, if it did 
exist, kept itself very fairly hidden. I think the Latin 
Primer, and the spirit of which it was partly the outcome, 
partly the creator, have much to answer for. It may have 
done good, and it ought to have, for it has done harm. I 
do not believe that our present system, with its multitude 
of subjects, its flood of books, its superfluity of examinations, 
tends to produce sounder scholars, clearer thinkers, abler 
administrators or better men, than the old plan of our 
fore-fathers, which gave us men who knew few subjects 
but knew those few thoroughly well, and so were able to 
go out into the battle of life with their one or two weapons 
sme to be skilfully handled. The modern model young 
man- the Competition Wallah~who has passed every 
examination that could be passed, and has a smattering of 
every possible subject, is very different from his predecessor 
who, by his sound and clear knowledge of few subjects 
thoroughly well learned and not merely crammed for the 
sake of examination, was able at once to take his stand 
with the learned men of the day, converse with them in 
Latin- the common language of the educated world- and 
be none the less successful as a merchant in his warehouse, 
a financier upon change, or a soldier in the field. We 
teach too many things by half, and we are, unless I mistake 
the signs of the times, beginning to find it out. My pre
decessors taught Latin and Greek; I teach, I should be 
sorry to have to try to put down what, as I should surely 
forget some of it. I must go with the times, and I do, to 
the best of my power, but I feel that my predecessors in 
office did more good in their generation than I shall do in 
mine. They taught two subjects thoroughly well, I teach 
twenty as well as I can under the circumstances, but the 
comparison is not all in my favour. · 

I should make my paper of an unreasonable length if I 
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were to dwell on all the points of interest in this book, 
so I will put down a few jottings, apologising for the 
scrappy nature of what I write, and pleading the necessity 
of the case as my excuse. · 

On the first leaf of the book is the following entry : 
Gulielmus Kempe, Londini natus, Scholoo olim JEtonensis Discipulus, 

et postea Collegii sive Domus St' Petri in Acaclemia Cantabrigiensi 
alumnus, in artibus Magistel', et Scholre Colcestriensis in Comitatu 
Essex:ioo per 3'3 annos plus minus Moderator, vitam cum morte com
mutavit Aprilis 22do, sepnlt.us est Colcestrioo in Ecclesia Omnium Stomm 

Aprilis 23tio Anno Dni 1637. 
Aetatis Anno 68''0 

This record of his immediate predecessor is written in a 
hand, small, square, precise and exquisite, with ink hardly 
faded at all from its original clear black, by William Dugard, 
to whom we nre indebted for the book. His own con
tributions to it are more valuable than all else that has 
been written in it. The matter o£ chief interest is found 
in a copy of the Letters Patent of Queen Elizabeth for the 
foundation of the School, reciting the earlier ones of King 
Henry VIII., by whom the School was originally endowed. 
I believe Morant has given these at length, so that I shall 
not say much about them, though I may call attention to 
the Statutes, partly for the purpose of contrasting them 
with the practises of the present day. The objects he had 
in mind in starting the record contained in the book are 
quaintly set forth by Mr. Dugard. Had his notion been 
carried out in his manner the book would probably have 
been quite unique as a School record. .A.s it is I am vain 
enough in my temporary possession of it, to think it curious 
and valuable.* 

Unfortunately Mr. Dugard was the only one by whom 
the entries were fully and regularly made. Many of those 
who came after him have made no entries at all, and few 
have attempted anything like a complete list even of the 
names of those who have been under their charge. I 
myself make occasional entries- chiefl.y nominal lists of 

* When the Archooological Institute visited Colchester in 1876, Rouge Croix: of the 
Herald's College (Stepheu Tucker, Esq.) turned over its pages, and accidentally came 
upon a missing link in a pedigree for which he had been long searching. 



94 ·LIBER SCHOL1E COLCESTlUENSIS. 

boys prepared by me for confirmation. If I could write 
as good Latin as Mr. Dugard and could find- which thus 
far I have not been able to do-ink which I could use 
without its soaking through the old paper, I dare say my 
entries would be more numerous and more interesting than 
they are. 

Here is Mr. Dugard's statement of his objects : 
Discipulorum qui ante Archididascalatus mihi traditam provinciam, 

literis Grammaticis in Schola libera Oolcestriensi operam navarunt, 
numerum tantum et nuda nomina r ecensui ; e01·um vera, qui postea 
admissi sunt non solum nomina sed ot insuper parentum titulos et 
vitre conditionem, Oomitatum et locum quo nati sunt, retatem quam 
vixerunt, tempus quo admissi sunt, et quid pro ingressu solverint, 
non minus :fideliter quam sedulo descripsi, et in librum non tantum 
successlll'is in hunc locum Gymnasiarchis, sed et omni posteritatis 
memorire r elinquendum retuli. 

Gulielmus Dugard in artibus Magister, 
et Scholre liberre Oolcestriensis Moderator. 

Septembris 11mo anno Domini 1637. 

Then follovvs a list of the names of the boys whom he 
found in the School when he took up the Head-mastership. 
The School must have been at a very low ebb, and made a 
very rapid recovery. This list contains but ten names, 
but among these ten · are the well-known Essex names of 
Harsnet, Winsley, and Havens. 

As a preface to his own list Mr. Dugard writes: 
Elenchus sive Nomina Discipulorum, qui admissi sunt in Scholam 

liberam Oolcestriensem ab eo tempore (Septembris scilicet gno 1637) 
quo Gulielmus Dugard in Artibus Magister et Coil: Sidneiani apud 
Oantabrig·ienses Alumnus Scholre moderationem suscepit. 

One or two specimens of Mr. Dugard's entries will suffice 
to shew their nature : 

Stephanus Newcomen filius quintus Stephani Newcomen Oler. in . 
artibus M,; et Ecclesire Sti Petri in Oolcestria Rectoris, ~ natus Oolcestrire 

• From the will of the Rev Stephen Newcomen (Dat. 9th June, 1628, and Prov. 
21st May, 1631), kindly furnished by Col. Chester, it appears that the boy admitted 
was the only son of the testator by Mary his second wife; but by a former marriage 
he had three sons and two daughters. Cotemporary with the Rector of S. Peter's 
was one Matthew Newcomen who succeeded John Rogers 'the great preacher of 
Dedham ' in that office, and was one of the six persons associated with Stephen Marshall 
in the production of · Smectymnuus' the title of the book formed from their initials. 
Matthew X ewcomen, reputed to have been a great preacher, resigned owing to the 
Act of Uniformity and died in 1669. .Another cotemporary of the name, but of a quite 
different stamp, was the Rev. Thomas Newcomeu, Rector of Holy Trinity, Colchester, 
conspicuous for his loyalty and conformity, on account of which he was a great 
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in paroecia Sti Petri, annum agens 13, admissus est Septembris 11mo 
1637 (inter liberos Schohe Colcestriensis discipulos numerandus) solvitq 
pro ingressu 2'· 6d· 

I oannes Creffi.eld filius 2dus Radulphi Creffi.eld Pannarii (si:ve wollen
draper) natus Colcestriffi in paroecia Sti Petri, an agens 10mum, admissus 
est J uli 13, 1640, solvitq pro ingressu. . 2'· 6d· 

Church Gervase filius natu max Joan. Gervase SS Theologiffi Doctor, 
et Ecclesiffi de Grinstead intra fines ColcestriEe Rectoris, -x, natus Spring
fieldiEe in Corn. Essex, an. agens 10mum, admissus est Maii 9. 1642, 
solvitq pro ingressu . 2'· 6d. 

The last o£ Mr. Dugard's entries occurs on Jan. 12, 1642, 
up to which date £rom September 11, 1637, £our years 
and £our · months, there are no £ewer than 167 entries. 
We may therefore conclude that Mr. Dugard was an able 
and successful school-master. I£ he performed all his 
duties in the same careful and methodical manner as. he 
made his entries in the Liber Schol:::e Colcestriensis his 
success was certainly well earned. 

Re leaves on record 
The Orders Course and Customes of the Schoole in matters of 

Chardge, wherewith the parents of the Schollers must bee acquainted. 

I must quote one or two : 
Itm for sweeping oi the Schools ijd· at the end of the qual'ter. 
Itm every Scholler shall psently after Michaelmas bring xiid· apiece 

for their fireing in winter: and i li. of candle to burn in the School e. 
Itih every Scholler shall, at y' breaking upp before Christmas, 

bring xiid· apiece to entertain y• Company that repair to y• 
Schoole at that time to hear y• Schollers exercises. . 

Itm every Scholler shall, uppon every Thursday in the afternoone, 
bring one farthing for which he shall dispute with his fellow in 
Grammaticall questions. And if it fortune so, that neither party 
win of his ffellow, then both farthings shall go to the Common-

s~erer . He survived till the Restoration. The relationship, if such existed, between 
these clergy, has not been ascertained. At a later period, viz., on 11th June, 1719, 
a Stephen Newcomen was appointed Rector of Laindon c. J3asildon, which he resigned 
in 1749, and on the 11th Dec., in that year another Stephen Newcomen (probably his 
son) succeeded him, and dying 3rd Oct., 1770, aged 49, was buried in Lainclon Church. 
He had also a son Stephen, of Billericay, who died 18th Feb., 1794, aged 34; and a 
daughter Sara.)l, who died 14th March, 1823, aged 62; both of whom were also interred 
in the same Church. 

"' John Jarvis, LL.D. (as the name and degree occur ib. the Bishop's Register) was 
admitted Rector of Grinstead juxta Colchester 9th J1me, 1638. We find no record of 
the date of. his resignation or death. N ewcourt supposes him to be the same with 
J ohn J arvies, lYI. A., appointed Rector of North Fambridge 1st Feb., 1630-1. Mr. Dugard 
is perhaps more likely to be conect, from personal acquaintance, in saying that Dr. 
Gervase was D. D. than the Bishop's Register in which he is called LL.D . 
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box, and thence be given to y• Schollers according to their deserts 
for their exercises or otherwise at y• Masters discretion. 

I should be sorry, I know, to set my boys, even the best 
of them, to dispute at Grammatical questions with their 
fellows, and I am sure that this kind of public exercise 
must have been very good for the boys, as tending to pro
duce an accuracy, readiness and power of expression which 
in our day are very rarely acquired. 

The SchooJ Statutes framed under Queen Elizabeth's 
directions, in the year 1586, by John Aylmer, Bishop of 
London, and Mr. Alexander N owell, Dean o£ the Cath<;Jdral 
Church of St. Paul in London, are such as would tend to 
foster this spirit of accuracy and careful study. These 
Statutes deserve a paper to themselves, but I must quote 
two of them. 

Item the Schollers w•h shall bee taught in the said Schoole shall bee 
psent at the Schoole by seaven of the clock in the morneing in the 
winter time and there to remaine untill eleaven of the clock b efore 
noon ; and then to dinner : ancl to bee at Schoole again by one of the 
clock at afternoon, and there to remain untill five of the clock at night. 
And in summer to begin at six of the clock in the morning and to 
leave at five of the clock at night keepeing the other bowers as before. 
And from the twentieth day of October unto the first day of March 
shall bee accompted winter, and from the first day of March untill 
the twentieth day of October shall be accompted summer time. And 
if any of the said Schollers doe breake the same bowers in comming 
to Schoole (haveing not lawfull let.t) the Schoole master shall minister 
to such Schollers r easonable correction. ' 

Item such of the f:lchollers of the said Schoole as bee reasonably 
able to speake and understand the Latine tongue shall alwaies as 
well in the Schoole as all other places speake and talk th'one to the 
other in their communication and talk no other language save Latine 
or Greeke as their know ledge shall bee.~' And if any of them offend 
to the contrary to be reasonably corrected therefore by the Schoole 
Master. And those monitors afore spoken of to have a speciall chardge 
to look straightly thereto. And those Monitors to bee appointed such 
as are able to finde fault if any false Latine shall bee spoken, and to 
correct the said false Latine spoken by their fellowes. Wherein the 
Schoole Master is to have a great care that hee traine upp his Schollers 
as well to speake good and pure Latine as to speake " quicquid in 

'* In a scheme prepared for the Government of the School in 1871 by the late 
Endowed School Commission, which happily deceased before enforcing it, occurs the 
direction "Greek shall not be taught." This was, it is true, modified in an amended 
scheme allowing Greek to be taught by the present Head Master, as at present, but 
not by his successors without extra charge. 



LIBER SCHOLlE COLCE~TRIENSIS. 97 

buccam venerit" least the custome o£ speakeing £alse La tine in their 
yong yeares draw them from pure and good Latine when they should 
h ave most use o£ it. 

What would the boys of the present day say to such 
school hours and school rules as these ? What would the 
Schoolmasters say? I do not think we realise the extent 
to which Latin was the recognised means of communication 
between not only the learned men of various nations, but 
all men of any pretensions to education at all. The civilised 
world of those days possessed in this language a common 
ground upon which all would meet, and not the least of 
the many ill deeds of the 17th Century was the altering 
of our English pronunciation of Latin into its present 
unintelligible barbarism, and so shutting off England from 
the community of Latin writing and Latin speaking nations, 

Nine hours a day were to be spent in school, and Latin. 
or Greek to be continually spoken, and this not in a Uni
versity town, not even in a great public school, but in a 
small country town and among the sons of the tradesmen 
and burgesses of the town. I do not say that it is desirable, 
even if it were possible, to revert to the state of things 
herein represented. It may be that we have gained very 
much since then and are far wiser than our ancestors, 
but assuredly we have ·lost somewhat, and our ancestors' 
wisdom was not all folly. 

There is an ominous mysteriousness which one would like 
to have cleared up about the phrase "reasonable correction." 
I suspect the reasonable correction of the time of Queen 
Elizabeth would bring a modern Schoolmaster into trouble, 
and affect modern Schoolboys somewhat seriously. 

A page is devoted by Mr. Dugard to an account headed : 
Martii 26, 1641 A Drumm was bought £or y• use o£ y• Schoole 

weh cost i''· vj ' · od· by y• contribution o£ those Schollers whose names 
are subscribed together with ye sums they gave towards it. 

One boy subscribed nine pence, thirty-eight boys six
pence, and thirty-two fourpence each. Mr. Ougard, therefore, 
who, on September 9th 1637 became master of a School 
with but 10 boys in it, by March 26th 1641 had no fewer 
than sixty-nine under his cha1·ge. 
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.At the bottom of the page the account is summed up : 
Out o£ 1 . 10 . 5. 
Subduct 1 6 . 0. 

Remaines towards 
buying colors . . . . 0 4 . 5. 

Now for whom and for what this drum and these colours. 
The date 1641 is decisive that they must have been either 
for the King or for the Parliament, but the book is silent 
on the point. I have no doubt in my own mind that the 
purchase was prompted by loyalty to the King. .At the 
meeting of the Arch::Bological Institute in 1876, we were 
told, with an iteration which ought to have carried con
viction, that the town of Colchester was devoted to the 
Parliamentary cause. Perhaps so, but I do not believe 
that the School or the Schoolmaster was thus devoted; · 
and another entry in this same book is very strange upon 
the supposition of strong Parliamentary feeling in the 
Borough itself : 

Discipuli de novo admissi a tempore quo Nathaniel Seaman in 
Archididascalatum Liberm Scholre Colcest: unanimis Municipum seu 
Burgorum suffragiis electus est i.e. ffesto B. M:arim Deiparm an : do : 
1648. 

This has a most unparliamentary ring about it. It is 
an entry worthy of more notice than I can now give it, 
but I introduce it as bearing upon the political views of 
the School certainly, and possibly also of the Borough at 
the date given. 

In the year 1641 poor Mr. Dugard lost his wife, and 
he composed on the occasion a long Latin poem in very 
musical elegiacs. This too he has inserted in the Liber 
Schohe, of which it occupies four pages. A black margin 
of nearly two inches testifies to the depth of his sorrow. 
The poem is too long for transcription, and is headed : 

Epicedion 
In obitum charissimm 
Uxoris m em Elizabethm 
Dugard, qum corruptibilem 
Corporis sarcinam deposuit 

Julii 5'0 1641. 
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In Mr. Dugard's days, the School was in Culver Street 
instead of on the Lexden Road, and he gives sundry pages 
of accounts as between himself and the Corporation for 
repairs and improvements of the School premises. The 
Corporation paid for the book whichis the subject of my 
remarks, for under the heading, 

I find, 

Expenses laid out about the Schoole 
and Schoole-house Anno Domini 1638. 

In the time of 
M f Henry Barring-ton, Maior. 

r . { Samuel Seymer, Chamberlain. 

Itln a Register-book to write y• Schollers' names in when 
they are admitted . . . . 6'· 0 

Itfu a Common Bibl~ f?r y: S~hoole 13'· 4d, . • . • 1 16 8 and a desk to lay 1t m 3 · 4 · . . . . . . . . . j 
Itfu Carpenter's work about y• Schoole; viz. mending } 17 0 y• declaiming pew and setting upp benches &c. . . 
Itfu paid to M'i' Kempe for a long settle in the hall, two ~ 

~~~:Rs ~n :h~ h~ll .an~ a . po~ta~l ~n ~· c~a~b~r ~ve.r ) 1 0 0 

And in the year 1640, after a large sum of money had 
been expended on the School premises, the following direc
tions were given as to payment ; the Mayor being Mr. 
John Furlie, and the Chamberlain Mr. William Pelham. 

Moot-hall J At y• assembly of M'· Maior Ald•men and Common 
in Councell in the Moot Hall uppon y• xiiiith day of April 

Colchester Anno Dni 1640 among other things it was ordered . . . 
That y• said M'· Wm. Dugard shall bee paid y• said sum of threescore 
and eleven pounds twelve shillings and three pence in manner and 
form following, vizt. Thirty pounds there.o£ in and uppon y• fl'east of 
Michael Th' Archangell next comeing-, and twenty pounds more thereof 
in and uppon y• fl'east of Michael '.fh' Archangell wh shall bee in y• 
yeare of o' Lord God one thousand six hundred forty and one, And 
one and twenty pounds twelve shillings and three pence residue 
thereof in and uppon y• fl'east o£ Michael th' Archangell wh shall bee 
in y• yeare o£ o' Lord God one thousand six hundred forty and two. 

N 
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Of these three payments the first two were made on the 
7th October, 1640, and the 26th January, 1641 , respectively, 
and al'e duly noted in the neat handwriting of Mr. Dugard. 
Before the third payment became due the School had passed 
into other and less methodical hands and the payment is 
not recorded.''* 

I must bring this long discursive paper to a close. All 
that I have written has been occupied by the records of 
Mr. William Dugard. I had hoped to make some notes 
upon subsequent entries by his successors, many of which 
are curious and interesting. These, however, I must leave 
for a future occasion. I think that what I have written 
will have led us to form a good opinion of Mr. Dugard, 
and of his doings as Headmaster of the School over which 
I now preside. I confess I should like to have known 
him. He was succeeded by Thomas W aterhouse of Emanuel 
College, Cambridge, who was appointed on the 7th of July, 
1643. At any rate his are the next entries in the book, 
made in a very different style; and it is mournful to see 
how rapidly the School, raised and kept well up in numbers 
by Mr. Dugard, fell off under Mr. Waterhouse. Absit 
omen. 

C. L. AOLAND. 

* ·were I an Essex man I could say m.uch abQut the names and other particulars 
of the boys under his charge and of their parents, given so fully by Mr. Dugard. As 
it is I must content myself with noting a few names that are still well known or well 
remembered in Colchester: I find John Thorogood, Edward Nuttall, Thomas \'V arner, 
Thomas Ravens, Ralph Creffield, James Abrathat (surely a curious surname and 
inserted here simply as a curiosity), George Grimston, Nathaniel Wendin, William 
Adey, Robert Wyles, James Wheeler, Ezekiel Harsnet, John Creffield, John Umfrevill 
of Stoke by Nayland, Edward Crosse, Edward Josceline; and probably one who knew 
more of Essex and Essex names would be ab!& to fix upon many others. 



JOINT MEETINGS OF THE ESSEX ARCHlEO
LOGICAL SOCIETY AND SUFFOLK INSTITUTE 
OF ARCHlEOLOGY, ON THE 8TH AND 9TH OF 
AUGUST, 1878. 

THE first of the two combined Meetings of the above 
Societies was held at Clare in Suffolk, under the Presidency 
of Lord John Hervey, President of the Suffolk Institute 
of Archmology. The meeting was numerously attended 
by l\fembers of both Societies .. 

After the Annual Meeting of the Members of the Suffolk 
Institute had been held, an Excursion was made to the 
ancient earthworks at the upper part of the town, upon 
which Professors Charles Babington and the Rev. Churchill 
Babington offered some remarks. Thence the Meeting 
proceeded to the Church, upon which an historical and 
architectural paper was read by the Rev. T. Parkinson 
formerlv Vicar of Clare. 

Afte~ Luncheon the Meeting reassembled at the Castle, 
where a second paper on the General History of the Town 
and Castle was read by l\fr. Parkinson. The President, 
having moved a vote of thanks to Mr. Parkinson, which 
was seconded by Mr. Lowndes, as President of the Essex 
Archmological Society, the Company proceeded to the 
Priory, where a paper upon its history was read by the 
Rev. H. K. J arvis, Vicar of Poslingford, to whom also the 
thanks of the Meeting were cordially given. After an 
inspection of the remains of the structure, greatly facili
tated by a ground plan prepared by the Rev. Mr. J arvis, 
some observations were made upon the newly discovered 
Sedilia of the Decorated period, by Mr. C. F. Hayward, 
F.S.A., and M.R.I.B.A., and the Meeting terminated. 

It would be exceeding the proper office of this Society 
to do more than give a brief outline of the ·proceedings 
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of this interesting and very successful meeting at Clare, 
as a detailed report, together wi~h the papers read on the 
occasion will no doubt appear in the Transactions of the 
Suffolk Institute of Archmology; but it would scarcely 
accord with the feelings of those Members of the Essex 
Archmological Society who were present, not to record 
their very general expression of satisfaction with their 
visit and the results of the Meeting. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING oF THE EssEx ARcH.lEOLOGICAL 

SociETY AT STEEPLE BuMPSTEA.D, 9TH oF AuGusT, 1878. 

G. ALAN LoWNDEs, EsQ., PRESIDENT, IN THE CHAIR. 

THE Meeting this day was also well attended, the President 
and many Members of the Suffolk Institute of Archmology 
being present. 

The proceedings commenced by a visit to Ridgewell 
Church, upon which the following remarks were made by 
Mr. C. F. Hayward, F.S.A., who said "they were now in a 
15th century church, which was a peculiar one in several 
respects. He did not know whether any remains of an 
older church were found at the alterations (the Rector said 
he believed not), but no doubt there must have been one, 
for the " weathering " at the west end of the nave pointed 
to this. They had no doubt seen the controversy lately 
with respect to St. Alban's Abbey-now Cathedral, and 
the high-pitched roof. When a "weathering" coming 
down at a particular angle was seen, it would determine 
the pitch of the original roof. Still there was a sort of 
puzzle about it which architects could not explain, for in 
some cases Norman work was found over these lines of 
weathering, as at Porchester Castle and the church at 
Godalming. They would see that if the lines before them 
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marked out a pointed roof (as they did) then originally 
there was no clerestory ; this and the present roof were, 
therefore, of later date. At present all was of the same 
character. The nave roof was very fine, and the wood 
and stonework were alike chaste and simple. There was 
a peculiarity in the plan. The aisle wall had been broken 
off, and the aisle widened in view of the large chapel there ; 
they could see there was an original window at the end, 
so it did not seem an extension was contemplated in that 
direction. The church was singularly wanting in monu
ments. What could have become of them? The ordinary 
parishioners could not have put up carved. work like this ; 
those who did that must have been rich, and have had a 
personal interest in the work. The exterior of the tower 
was of beautiful inlaid flint and stone work, which was 
expensive, and entailed a great deal of labour, but was 
characteristic of the eastern counties. It was battlemented 
and a large quantity of stone was necessary. Then as to 
the wood-work, the nave roof was one of the most beautiful 
in work and construction he had seen, in good carpentry 
and scientific principle ; they would find no space· lost. 
The slope was good, not too fiat, and the leading lines 
beautiful. Still there was something gone, the corbel 
heads to the intermediate braces had been more orn:1mental, 
there had been probably angel heads with wings flat against 
the body. Then there was perforated tracery, and specially 
good ribs over the chancel arch, but singularly there, there 
was an outline of a leaf which had never been finished. 
It was time something was done to the roof if they wished 
to have it preserved, for it was giving way in a variety of 
places, and no time ought to be lost, as several of the 
braces wanted attending to, and were gradually thrusting 
out the walls above the clerestory arches. The chancel 
roof was plain, but most likely had originally been covered 
with elaborate panelling. There was the lower part of the 
rood screen but all pilasters had been cut off. There was 
the staircase in the pier to the rood-loft remaining, but 
the archway to the nave side of the church ought not to 
have been filled up. They could see \1 piece of stone cut 
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away on each side, where the beam had been to support 
the gallery. The arch was cut in the pier as a hagioscope 
to obtain a view of the altar, as they found by building 
the staircase, &c., the view was too much obstructed. The 
panels were beautiful and there were traces of painting. 
The design was very good throughout, and worth eherishing 
being as fine as any in the country. The panels in the 
chancel seats were not in their original position, but pro
bably formed part of a side screen. The lectern was very 
unique, particularly the pedestal and base. The font 
contained some beautiful work, but was only carved on 
five sides out of the eight. It was very seldom the builders 

·of those days could be accused of scamping their work." 
In answer to Mr. King, Mr. Hayward said the window 

openings in the eastern end of the aisle were older than 
the windows themselves; there was a Perpendicular window 
designed to suit an old arch of a Decorated type, and this 
showed how the old builders could design and adapt their 
work to existing circumstances. They would notice there 
was a double foliation well cut. 

Some little conversation took place on the similarity 
of the present with Clare and Stoke churches, and Mr. 
Hayward remarked that associations or guilds of masons 
frequently built groups of churches in certain districts,· 
and brought in and canied on the latest fashions from the 
Continent or elsewhere, and thus there was a similarity 
frequently in neighbouring churches. 

Mr. Fisher understood there had been a chapel outside 
which had been taken down, and the Rector said he was 
informed it was so, and that the chapel stood on the north 
side of the church (the foundations had been distinctly 
traced), but a dispute having arisen between the parish
ioners and the lord of the manor respecting keeping the 
chapel in repair, the Bishop of London (Dr. Compton) 
ordered it to be taken down. 

From Ridgewell the company proceeded to Steeple 
Bumpstead, where the ordinary business meeting of the 
Essex Archreological Society was held, and after luncheon, 
the church inspected. 
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Here, by request, Mr. Hayward again made some re
marks upon the leading architectural features of the 
structure, observing that "though they might not have 
expected it, here was a Norman tower, as the original 
windows with their splay would shew. The buttresses 
and upper stories were Perpendicular. The nave arches 
and the remains of a rood screen are nearly of the same 
character as tlfose at Ridgewell, the latter being also carved 
and painted with figures of 8t. Edmund, St. Christopher, 
and other saints, but with more of the elaborate work than 
was there seen. Several coloured panels of the screen re
mained, and they could see where the beam had, gone across. 
The chancel arch was very poor ; no doubt there had been· 
a good nave roof as the carved corbels were not intended 
to carry such a meagre roof as the present. The general 
character and pitch were similar to Ridgewell. A great 
work of destruction had gone on in the chancel. The 
church had been spoiled by elaborate monuments being 

· placed so as to block up windows, &c. The south aisle 
roof · was a most peculiar one, and it was unusual to see 
the bead mouldings cut . into a cable form. He did not 
know another case, and it appeared over-done in the way 
of decoration. The very curious alms box at the south
west corner of the chmch was a work quite unexampled. 
He had his attention called to the knob on the priests' door 
in the chancel. It never was made for a door knob; it 
was a beautiful piece of work, ename1led with fl.eur-de-lis, 
and the spaces had originally been filled in wit~ jewels; 
most likely it was the top of a thurible. The lock and 
key of the same door were extremely ponderous and 
cmious, as were also the lock and key of the larger 
door." 

The Rector said there had been a difference of opinion 
as to the position of the proposed new vestry, Mr. Christian, 
the architect, recommending the north side of the chancel, 

· but the Society for the enlargement of churches, who had 
made a grant1 refusing to pass the plans till they were 
altered so as to have the vestry on the south side. Mr. 
Hayward and several present said the north was the usual 
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side, and i.n the present church the south would be pecu
liarly unsuitable, and surely there must be some mistake 
somewhere. 

A brief visit was then paid to a little house, occupying 
the centre of a crossway of roads in the village, which 
belonged to an endowed school, and which there was some 
talk of removing. Mr. Hayward expressed his belief that 
the timber work about it quite warranted its restoration, 
rather than its destruction, as it might be made an orna
mental and interesting structure. 

At Moyns Park the Members were received by Miss Gent 
the representative of the families of Gent and Le Moyne, 
who have been in possession of the Manor for six centuries. 
By the kind and courteous permission of Miss Gent, all 
the principal apartments were open to the inspection of the 
company. The Le Moignes held estates in this neigh
bourhood as early as the reign of Edward IT., and the 
Gent family appears to have been settled at Wimbish in 
this co~mty as early as 1328. By the marriage of W illiam 
Gent who was living in 1468, with J.oan daughter and 
heiress of William Moyne, Esq., this estate seems to have 
been acquired. By Thomas Gent their descendant, one of 
the Barons of the Exchequer, the fine front of the present 
house was erected in 1590, but the rear of the mansion, 
enclosing a court, is of higher antiquity, with gables of 
brick and timber, carved barge boards and pendants; 
very fine examples of 15th century woodwork. The 
Elizabethan front of brick with lofty bay windows, rising 
to the parapet, and fine clustered chimney shafts, is of 
stately grandeur. In one of the chambers are tapestries 
of scripture subjects, the figures of heroic size. In the 
library were exhibited some ancient deeds, with the patent 
of Baron Gent and an inventory of the plate, household 
goods, &c., made in the reign of Elizabeth. Of plate there 
were 500 oz., and the massive brass andirons still in the 
hall are named among the effects. The President in the 
name of the two Societies tendered his thanks to Miss Gent 
for ~er hospitality, and kindness in throwing open her 
mansiOn. 
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.A.t Stambourne Church, which was next visited, Mr. 
Hayward again responded to the invitation to describe the 
structure architecturally from very brief observation. 
"Tho tower" he said ''is early Norman in the lower 
stages, with pairs of round-headed, narrow windows; upper 
windows, two-light perpendicular ones. The tower arch 
has plain impost mouldings next the church, and billetted 
ones internally. Generally Norman towers are in the 
centre of the churches, which are (with their transepts) 
thus of a cruciform shape. Here the tower is original, but 
when the old church was removed and a new one built, it 
was thought unnecessary to adhere to the old cruciform plan, 
and the nave was built at the east end of the tower, thus 
leaving it at the west. The arcade is fine, with moulded caps 
to the piers. The former chancel roof was probably more 
elaborate, judging from the ribs remaining near · the arch. 
The chancel was built by the same school of men who 
built Ridgewell. The nave roof is also good: the north 
aisle is very like that at Layer Marney, the timbers were 
left in their natural colour, which was an improvement. 
The special feature~ is the very beautiful niches with carved 
canopies, with groined soffits, and panelling in the jambs of 
the windows. Some of the most perfect ever seen. One 
in the chancel where there had been a tomb (mentioned 
by W eever ), with splendidly carved 'achievement' on it. 
The rood screen is good, having painted panels bel<Jw with 
figures of East .A.nglian Saints, ~t. Edmund carrying his 
head, St. Christopher, &9." 

The Rev. H . L . Elliot, Vicar of Gosfield, then offered 
some valuable observations on a remarkably fine example 
of an ancient memorial and heraldic window in the east 
wall of the chancel :-

".A.! though it is unquestionably difficult to excite much 
interest, in a general way, in matters relating to heraldry, 
it may be worth while to draw your attention to some 
remarks on this window, which is one of the few examples 
of heraldic stained glass which remain in this county. 
Other examples are to be found in the east window of the 
north chantry in Wimbish Church ; the east window of 

0 
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the chancel and the east window of the south aisle of 
Shalford Church; the east window of Great Leighs Church; 
and a south window of the nave of Great Bardfield Church. 
We have before us a fl. ve-light window branching, at the 
top, into ten small lights. The glass in these upper lights 
is in a very good state of preservation and contains what 
may be called an illustrated pedigree of the family of 
Mackwilliam. In the :first light, to the left, is the badge 
of the family- a rose per bend argent and gules. In the 
second, the arms of Mackwilliam (per bend gules and 
argent three roses in bend counterchanged) impaling Caun
fl.eld. In the third, Mackwilliam impaling a coat that wa& 
borne by the family of Stanye, which may commemorate 
an alliance with that house, but upon referring to the 
pedigree of the Mackwilliam family as given by ]}£orant, 
no mention of such an alliance is found. In the fourth 
light we have Mackwilliam quartered with Stanye (?), 
impaling Englowes ; for Edward Mackwilliam who died 
1479. 

In the :fifth, Qtly. 1 and 4, Mackwilliam. 2 Stanye (?), 
3 Englowes, impaling, Hartishorn; for Edward Mackwilliam 
who married Christian, dau. and h. of John son and heir 
of Sir John Hartishorn of Bedfordshire. 

She married, as her second husband, Sir Robert Tyrell, 
of W yvenhoe, fourth son of Sir Thomas Tyrell, of Herons, 
and was buried, in 1505, at the Grey Friars, Colchester, 
as is shown by a copy of the will of Sir Robert Tyrell, 
given in the Transactions of the Essex Archrnological 
Society (vol. iii., 175). 

In the sixth light are the arms of Mackwilliam Quarterly, 
as in the last shield, impaling, Quarterly, 1 and 4 Spelman, 
2 and 3 Nor burgh, (?) for Henry Mackwilliam, who died 
1539, and married Anne, dau. of Sir John Spelman. 

In the seventh light is a shield with Colt, impaling 
Mackwilliam Quarterly, as before; for George Colt, of 
Cavendish, who diedl578, and married Elizabeth dau. and 
coh. of Hemy Mackwilliam, by Ann Spelman. 

In the eighth light are the arms of Colt quartering 
Mackwilliam; probably for Henry the son of George Colt. 
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In the ninth light is Quarterly, 1 and 4, Wingfield, 2 
and 3. Bovill, impaling Mackwilliam Quarterly as before. 

The charge in the tenth light is gone. 
It will be noticed that the impaled shields of Edward and 

H enry Mackwilliam in the two central lights are placed 
under one -canopy, which is of itself suggestive that the 
window was intended to commemorate those gentlemen 
and their wives. And this view is corroborated by an 
entry in Weever's "Funerall Monuml'lnts," p. 658, which, as 
it is brief, may be read at length. " Stanbridge (sic), 
Edward Mackwilliams, Esq., and H enry his sonne, with 
Anne Spelman, wife of the said H enry, lye here buried in 
the Chancell vnder a faire Tombe, whereupon this epitaph 
following is engrauen or inlaid in brasse :-

R emember all yee that by this toune be to pass, 
And groundly r evalue in yowr remembrance, 
The end is death of euery many ch ance : 
All worldly peple must lerne to foot his dance ; 
As Edward Mackwilliham that lith vndre this sbnn, 
Out of this transytorye li:ff is past and gonn : 
H arry Mackwilliham, his soun, lith h ere also, 
With Ann Mackwilliham his lovyng wi:ff and dere, 
'I'hes thre persons tog·idder and no mo, 
Vndre this Tombe interred they be here. 
Prey for their souls, I prey you, with ha1·te inteere, 
A PaterNoster, an Ave, and a 0reede, 
And iii hundryd deyes of pardon yow have for yowr meede. 

This Anne is figured on the Tombe kneeling, with the 
Spelman arms of plates all ouer her gowne, and so in the 
Great East window of the Ohancell." 

This tomb (except the exquisitely-carved achievement 
of Mackwilliam on this respond), and the figure of Ann 
Spelman have disappeared ; but the kneeling figure of 
Christian Hartishorn remains under its canopy, at the base 
of the window, i:n the left-hand corner, with the arms 
of Hartishorn on her dress, and the quarterly coat of 
Mackwilliam on her mantle. The panel containing this 
figure has been reversed in fixing, so that the lady is 
represented looking towards the jamb of the wi!l-dow, anll 
the painted side of the glass, which shoul!l b\3 protected, 
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is exposed to the action of the outer air. On every 
account it is to be hoped that this error may te remedied. 

In the opposite corner of the window, to the right, is 
the kneeling figure of a knight, under a canopy ; hi& 
surcoat was originally blazoned on the body and sleeves 
with the quartered arms of Mackwilliam, fragments of 
such glass charged with each of these quartered armorials 
are still to be found on his dress ; but the whole has been 
re-leaded, and the present arrfl,ngement is altogether con
fused. Round his shoulders is a cope which perhaps 
belonged to some other figure. There was almost certainly 
another kneeling male figure, making four in all ; two 
men and two women- Edward and Henry Mackwilliam 
and their wives ; arranged, either with the women on the 
left, and the men on thfl right, or the old people on the 
left and the young people on the right. In the centre 
was probably some figure of a Saint, or a representation 
of a sacred subject; and above the kneeling figures, coats 
of arms, and badges, or figures of Saints, every vestige of 
which has disappeared. 

This Stambourne window was probably inserted by 
Henry Mackwilliam, soon after the death of his first wife, 
and before his second marriage. His second wife was Ela, 
daughter and heiress of John Leye, of Leyes, by Anne, 
daughter of Sir Thomas Lucy. By this lady he had his 
eldest son and successor. Henry Mackwilliam died iri 
1539, his eldest son being then above seven years old, so 
that the date of his second marriage may be fixed ap
proximately as about 1531, and before that time this 
window must have beeri 'erected, as neither his second 
wife, nor his son, are here represented by their armorials; 
as they would assuredly have been if they had then beeJ+ 
in existence, . Let me, before bringing these remarks 
to a close, call your attention to the great variety in 
the forms of the shields in the upper lights, the delicate 
diapering, and the lightness yet strength of the leading. 
The ruby glass seems to have been produced by a red 
film fused on to a thick white transparent glass; this 
may be .seen by examining some small heraldic charge 
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placed upon a red ground. The red surface is abraded 
till the white glass under it is reached, and the form of 
the charge is then outlined and shaded. In the larger 
charges the outline is given by dexterous joinings in lead
work. On the beautiful achievement, carved in stone, 
on the east respond of the north chapel arch, to which 
your attention has aJready been called, are the arms of 
Mackwilliam Quarterly, as before, and bound on to the 
helmet, by the torse, the crest of the family-a rose bush 
in flower-doubtless each rose per bend argent and gules." 

Continuing the excursion to Great Yelclham, Mr. Hay
ward once more favoured the Meeting with a brief notice 
of the architecture of the church. "It is" he said "in 
many respects a remarkable building, with fine flint and 
stone tower, and carved and crocketted pinnacles like the 
Somersetshire churches. The rood screen remains intact 
and the carving is good; several painted figures remain 
on the panels below. The greater part of the edifice is 
however disfigured by plaster and whitewash ; the arches 
are clumsy and the piers of them specially discreditable; 
an attempted imitation of "Decorated work" in the latter 
part of the 16th century. The square-headed windows are 
beautifully wrought. The font cover is good, similar to 
that at Fingringhoe, and opens in front ; it is well carved, 
but by no means equals the handsome cover at Archbishop 
Sudbury's church." 

By the .courtesy of tb.e Rector, the company were 
admitted to examine a very interesting upper room at the 
Rectory with carved oak ceiling of the 15th century. 
'J'he ceiling is very low and it was thought questionable 
whether the room was not once open from floor to roof and 
not cut as at present into upper and lower apartments. 
Much closer examination, however, than could be devoted 
at the time would be requisite to resolve the doubt. It 
was remarked as singular that a shield in one of the 
spandrels should be charged with the sacred monogram 
with the letters inverted. Among the carved devices are 
the Bourchier knot, fetter-lock, crown, and fleur-de-lis. 
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Here the Meeting terminated, the President, in the 
course of the day's proceedings, having expressed to Lord 
John Hervey, at Steeple Bumpstead,. the pleasure that he 
and his fellow MeD;J.bers of the Essex Archreological Society 
had derived from their visit to Clare on the previous day; 
a feeling which his Lordship cordially reciprocated, having 
gratifying recollections of a former combined Meeting of 
the Societies in Essex and Suffolk in 1873. 



ARCH.lEOLOGICAL INTELLIGENCE. 

RECENT DISCOVERY. 

MEDI1EVAL PERIOD. 

Great Canjield.-Notice of a remarkable and interesting discovery 
in the church of Great Canfield has been communicated by the 
President. By the removal of a late 17th century monument, which 
occupied the position of a reredos, immediately above the altar, a 
large plain semicircular headed Norman niche was brought to light . 
At the back of the niche some texts inscribed in old English were 
partly visible ; but it was apparent that some earlier mural painting 
existed beneath the whitewash. By the patient skill and care of the 
Vicar , the Rev. G. Maryon Wilson, the figures of the B. Virgin, 
crowned, with the Holy Child have been disclosed. Most probably 
this <iliscovery determines the ancient de~ication of the church which 
had been lost. A chawing of the subject has been made by Mr. 
Chancellor, and it is hoped that in the succeeding Journal, a detailed 
description with an illustration will be given. 

ABSTRACTION OF ANCIENT PAIN'l'ED GLASS. 

Rocliford.-During the somewhat recent "restoration" of Rochford 
chm·ch, all the ancient remains of painted glass have been abstracted, 
and it is to be feared are irrecoverably lost-at all events to the church 
to which they belong. The most important portion, historically, as 
well as for the excellence of the glass, is the Shield of the Arms of 
Bohun which, until recently, filled an octofoil in the head of a double 
light window of the time of~dwarcl Ill., at the east end of the north 
aisle. 

The historical interest primarily consists in this, that there cannot 
be a doubt that the Decorated church which preceded the present 
Perpendicular structure, and of which there are considerable remains, 
owed its erection to the Bohun family, and was built either by 
William de Bohun, Earl of Northampton, third son of Humphrey, Earl 
of Hereford and Essex (by Elizabeth Plantagenet, his wife, daughter 
of Edward I), or by Humphrey de Bohun his son, who succeeded his 
father in ohe Earldom of Northampton, and his uncle as Earl of 
Hereford and Essex, and Lord Constable of England. Both these 
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powerful noblemen were Lords of Rochford; the former died in 1360, 
and the latter in 1372, and this escocheon was the la~>t distinctive 
memorial left of theu· benefaction; oth ers had previously been destroyed. 

Bohnn, Earl of North ampton, according to several authorities, 
di:ffer enued his arms by charging thA bend argent with three mullets 
pierced, sable ; examples of the shield of Bohnn also occur with the 
mullets tinctured gules; another with the bend charged with a single 
cinquefoil gules, both of whicl->. were formerly to be seen in this church 
with the bend also plain; while Sir Gilber t de Bohun, for distinction, 
tinctmed the bend or, and charged it with three escallops gules. If 
the r eading of the now lost shield, made in 1849, be correct, the bend 
was charged with a torteaux, which is a peculiar and probably unique 
variation; owing however to an accumulation of dirt or other obscurity 
it was possible to lllistake the charge. Be this however as it may, 
not only this beautiful example of 14th cent~·y heraldic glass, but a 
considerable quantity of fragments of ancient pattern glass, tabernacle 
work, &c., also disappeared at the same time from the upper lights of 
the great east Perpendicmlar window, under the process which is 
miscalled "restoration;" a very marked illustration of the rapid 
progress of the destruction or abstraction of old glass, which cannot 
be rivalled by modern art, to which Mr. Hamilton has directed special 
attention in a paper on Ancient Painted Glass, included in the present 
Jomnal. 

From the circumstances above narrated it may be well to set down 
such records of the old heraldic glass in this chmch, as have been 
preserved. 

'l'he Heralds in their progresses seldom concerned themselves with 
glass which was not heraldic, but they have hauclecl down many 
valuable notes of that which was. 

I n a MS. in the Lansdowne collection, attributed to William Shower, 
Norroy, temp. Eliz. or Edw. VI., he says in his somewhat irregular 
orthography and blazonry, but his notes ar e evidently incomplete, 

Rotcheforde Churche. 
Ormond, Gould a chiefe indented azme . ~' 
Buttler. Or a £esse betweene 3 & 3 cross crossletts gules, with an 

annulett upon the fesse. Gules a lyon ram' . Or. Checked 
Or & Az. 

Boh'n his coate. The armes of Ingld with a bord' gules. Hoh'n with 
a sinckefoyle upon the bend ·'11r., gules ;t and three flome 
de luce gules. Gules a chevron and 10 crosses pate argent, 
Berkeley. 

In a MS. of later date in the Harleian Collection we have a better 
and more exact record of the Bohun arms, the others having perhaps 
disappeared. 

* This is the coat of Butler, Earl of Ormond, but the record is printed as it stands 
in the MS. 

t This may be the coat we are describing. 
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Rochford Church, Oo. Essex. 
East window of the chancell. 

1 A bend arg. cottised or. between 6 lions rampant of the last. 
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2 Gules 3 lions pass. g·t· ove1; all a label of three points each charged 
with three :fleurs de lis Or, impaling the above coat. 

3 No. 1 impaling quarterly 1 & 4 gu. a lion ramp. Or. znd & 3'd chequy 
or and az. 

4 Quarterly. 1 & 4 quarterly five :fleurs de lis in saltire Or. 2 & 3 
Gules three lions passant guardant Or. the whole within a bordure 
Azure impaling the coat No· 1. 

5 Az. 011 a bend Arg. cottised Or, three mullets pierced, Gules, between 
6 lions rampant of the third. 

6 In the East window of the North aisle the coat N°· 5. 

This last is clearly the escocheon of which we h ave been speaking, 
though inaccurately noted with respect to the " difference." The loss 
has probably been gradual, manifestly not attributable to 17th century 
Puritans, but to neglect or indifference . 



DONATIONS TO THE SOCIETY. 
BooKs. 

Collectanea Antiqua. Vol. VII., P arts 1, 2. By Charles Roach 
Smith. From the Author. 

Address delivered at a Special General Meeting o£ the Strood 
Elocution Class, by C. Roach Smith, President. From the Author. 

Collections Historical and Archreological r elating to Montgomeryshil·e 
and its Borders. Vol. XI., Parts 2, 3, and Vol. XII., Parts 1, 2, 3. 
Presented by the Powyslari.d Club. 

Proceedings o£ the Suffolk Institute o£ Archceology and N atUl'al 
History. Vol. V., Part 1. Presented by the Institute. 

The Wiltshire Archceological and N atlll'al History Magazine. Vol. 
XVIII., Part 53, 54. P resented by the Wiltshire Archceological and 
Natural History Society. · 

Transactions o£ the B istorica.l Society o£ Lancashire and Cheshire. 
Vols. VI., VII. . Third Series. Presented by the Society. 

Transactions o£ the London and Middlesex Archceological Society. 
Vol. V., Part 2. Presented by the Society. 

Collections of the Surrey Archceological Society. Vol. VII., Part 2. 
Presented by the Society. 

Transactions of the Cambridge Antiquarian Society. Vols. I., II., 
III., IV., V . Presented by the Society. 

The History o£ Queen's College o£ St. Margaret and St. Bernard 
in the University o£ Cambridge, 1464-1560. By W. G. Searle, M.A. 
Presented by the Cambridge Antiquarian Society. 

Histories o£ the Fom· adjoining Parishes o£ Waterbeach, Sandbeach, 
Horningsey and Milton in the County of CaiJ;lbridge. By William 
Clay, B.D. Presented by the Cambridge Antiquarian Society. 

Transactions o£ the Royal Institute o£ British Architects to the 
present date, 1878-9. Presented by the Royal Institute. 

Colchester Castle a Roman Building. Thil·d Section. By George 
Buckler. Presented by the Author. 

Dernieres Feulles Des Bois. Poesies Par Le Comte De · Fleury. 
From the Author. 

Catalogue o£ the Engraved Gems and Bings in the Collection o£ 
Joseph Mayer, Esq., F.S.A. By Charles Tindal Gatty. Presented 
by Joseph Mayer, Esq., per C. Roach Smith, Esq. 

ANTIQUITIEs, &c. 

A collection o£ impressions o£ Ancient Seals and Gems. Presented 
by James F . T. Wiseman, Esq. 

--0--

The number of Visitors to the Museum in 1870, was 
10,155; in 1871, 13,969.; in 1873, 16,787; in 1874, 
16,910; in 1875, 15,795; in 1876, 16,737; in 1877, 
16,737; in 1878, 15,099; and in the year ending June 
30th, 1879, 16,705. 



HISTORY OF THE PRIORY AT HATFIELD REGIS 
ALIAS HATFIELD BROAD OAK. 

Edited by G. ALAN LowNDEs, M.A. 

THE Church at Hatfield was a very early foundation. Earl 
Harold had an extensive manor in Hatfield (see History 
of Hatfield Broad Oak, Vol. I., Part II., New Series, of 
Society's Transactions), which came to William the Con
queror who granted the Church and part of the tithes to 
Aubrey de V ere. Another part of the tithes continued to 
be the property of the crown until Henry the First gave it 
to the Priory of St. Botulf and St. Julian at Colchester. 
Other parts of the tithes remained in possession of the 
owners of different manors in the parish. But the whole 
by degrees became the property of Hatfield Priory. 

Aubrey de V ere, the first of the name who was settled 
in England, founded a Priory at Colne (now called Earls 
Colne) where he afterwards became a monk, where he died 
and was buried. 

His son, the second Aubrey de Vere, was, by King 
Henry the First, made Great Chamberlain of England. 
He married Adeliza daughter of Gilbert de Clare (or, 
according to Collins,) of Roger de I very, and is said to 
have been Justice of all England, he was also Portgrave 
of London and was killed in a tumult there in 1140. 

The third A ubrey de V ere, his son, about the year 1135, 
founded a religious house at Hatfield Regis m honour of 
the blessed Virgin Mary and St. Melanins, and bestowed 
it, and the Church there (which he held under King 
William's grant to his grandfather) on the monks of St. 
Melanius at Rennes in Britany, thus making the house 
he had founded an alien cell. He enfeoffed also the tithes 
to the Monastery, and to the instrument of alienation he 
affixed by a harp string (as a label to the bottom of a parch-

[VOL. II. PART II., NEW SERIES.] Q 
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ment), a short black-hafted knife, like a. penny whittle, 
instead of a seal. These are the words-" Per istum 
cultellum Albericus de V ere tertius feoffavit Prioratum et 
Conventum de Hatfield Regis cum omnibus decimis in 
Villa predicta a festo Assumptionis beate Marie Virginis 
in puram et perpetuam elemosinam." 

This grant, with the knife attached to it, is preserved at 
- Trinity College, Cambridge. 

Weever has by mistake attributed this grant to Robert 
de V ere third earl of Oxford, instead of his father Aubrey, 
and also stated that Robert was the original founder of the 
Priory. 

His authority has so far passed as correct, that a tablet 
is fixed in the church at Hatfield, stating that the Priory 
of Black Monks in that place, was founded by Robert de 
V ere about the beginning of the reign of Henry the Third, 
and naming the black-hafted knife being attached to his 
deed of foundation instead of a seal. 

The following account of the Priors of Hatfield is taken 
from the various deeds in my possession, but from the 
earlier writings being without dates, it is probable that 
the order of succession d two or three may not be correct. 

The list of priors given in Dugdale's Monasticon contains 
the names of sixteen only. Here twenty-five will be found. 

The first prior appears to have been William, his name 
is found in three deeds, one dated 1143. 

Some of the earliest benefactors will now be mentioned 
and of what their gifts consisted. 

The third and fourth Aubreys de Vere gave to the 
Priory the Church at Hatfield with its tithes and also 
lands there, the Church of Great Canfield, a moiety of 
the tithes of Sible Hedingham, a knight's fee at Babraham, 
the tithes of Castle and Shudy Camps in Cambridgeshire, 
also lands at Bumpstead Helion! the Church and tithes of 
which belonged to the Dean and Chapter of St. Paul's, who 
leased them to the Prior and Convent of Hatfield at a 
rent of thirty-four marks per annum. This agreement 
was afterwards confirmed by Fulke Basset, Bishop of 
London, on the 5th of April, 1246. 
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Geo:ffrey the son of Ralph de Thunderley gave a 
moiety of the Church there. 

Geo:ffrey de Boterel gave a mark of silver to be paid 
annually, charged on his land at N ettlestecl in Suffolk, 

His charter confirming this grant is a curious one. 
After a greeting to his steward, Baldwin, the deed goes on 
thus-

I, Geoffrey order, and my wife orders, and my sons order, that yon 
pay without fail to the Monks of St. Melanius at Hatfi.eld Regis that 
mark of silver, which I have g iven to their monastery, for the good of 
the souls of myself, and those belonging to me, namely my wife, my 
som, my ancestors, and my sucessors, and this you are to do as long 
as you are my steward, ancl we further will and order, as well myself, 
as my wife Vigolenta, and my sons William and Peter, that thi.s grant 
-shall be read in chmch before all the parish, that the parishioners 
may all be witnesses to my gift, and this we have ordered in the 
hearsay of Alan, Aimeric, Geoffrey and Aldwin, some of the barons 
of Earl Alan, in the year since the incarnation of our Lord, 11 39. 

This Geoffery Boterel was the son of Stephen Derien, 
Earl of Ponthieu, and nephew of .Alan, second Earl of 
Richmond and Britany, called .Alan the Black. The Earl 
Alan named in the deed was Geoffery's brother, .Alan the 
Savage, fourth Earl; their father, Stephen Derien, having 
become third Earl on the death of his brother Alan the 
Black. 

Richard de Camvilie gave the Church at Manuden in 
11 43 . It appeared from some cause or other, that the 
Bishop of London delayed the confirmation of this grant. 
In consequence of which Camville sent him a strong letter 
·of remonstrance, in which he expressed his great surprise 
that the gift he had made to God and the Monks of 
Hatfield had not been fully carried into effect by the 
Bishop as it was incumbent upon him to have clone. He 
therefore required and commanded that the church he had 
given and already presented to them (which presentation by 
this his letter he confirmed) should without further delay 
or trouble be settled upon them. .And, as he himself was 
going to wait upon the King, he had left full authority 
with Earl .Aubrey to effect the business "in spite of any 
false calumniators at Manuclen." H e also prohibited, on 
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his own part, and on that of the King, any presentation to 
this Church except his own. 

One moiety of the Church at Thunderley having, as 
before stated, been given to the Priory, the remaining part 
was presented to it by Alexander the son of Rivallon, for 
the remission of b.is sins, those of his beloved wife Hawise, 
of his lords and of his friends, and for the souls of his 
father and mother, and of all his ancestors : he added that 
this gift was made with the consent and assent of his Lord 
the Earl Aubrey: and that the witnesses were Helias the 
priest, his own mother Athelida, William the prior, and 
the whole Convent of Hatfield in the year from the in
carnation of our Lord 1143. 

Aclelm de Burgate, by a grant without elate, gave to 
the Church at Hatfield and the monks of St. Melanins 
dwelling there, for the good of his soul, and the souls of 
his father, mother, ancestors and all his departed friendE, 
two shares of the tithes of sheaves, and other small things 
arising from his demesne at Burgate. And to prove that 
he had made this gift he had procured as witnesses, his 
Lord Aubrey de V ere, Gilbert de V ere his brother, and 
many others. A confirmation of this grant from Robert de 
Bur gate will be named hereafter in the time of Prior Hemy. 

The Earl Aubrey de Vere confirmed a grant from 
William Fitzbernard and Serlo his son of half the lands 
belonging to them at Mimuden, which lands were to be 
divided into two equal sharesby, four men well acquainted 
with them, and under oath. One share to be the property 
of Serlo, and the other to be given to his father William, 
to the Church of St. Mary at Hatfield, and to the monks 
of St. Melanins there; William having himself entered 
into their Priory as a monk. 

Robert de Cokefield gave the Church of Beaumont in 
Tendring Hundred to the Priory and gave notice to G. 
Bishop of London and R. Archdeacon of Colchester that 
he had made this gift. The G. and R. were Gilbert and 
Richard Foliot. Archdeacon Richard entered into an 
agreement with William, Prior of Hatfield, that he might 
have the Church of Beaumont for his life : on payment to 
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the prior and monks of three marks a year, binding himself 
that no damage should befall the church, or any impedi
ment arise to the prior, as to re-entering into possession, 
but that on his death the key should be immediately 
delivered to the prior, or to one of the monks, and that 
if any increase of value in any way, or any improvement 
accrued to the church itself, whilst in his possession, they 
should be for the benefit of the prior and c-onvent. 

This agreement between Prior William and Archdeacon 
Richard was confirmed by Gilbert, Bishop of London. 

Eudo was most probably the second prior. He is named 
in a deed by which Michael, son of Maurice the Clerk, 
made a gift of a meadow in Hatfield to the Church of 
St. Mary and the monks residing there. This deed con
cludes with the following strong language. 

By this deed I have enfeo:ffed Prior Eudo and the Monks, and have 
placed it upon the High Altar, and h ave ordered that all who shall 
either disturb or defraud this gift shall be excommunicated. So be it. 
So be it. Amen. 

Richard seems to have been the next prior. His name 
is found in four deeds, two of which are to Humphrey de 
Barenton ; Prior Richard being a witness to them both. 
The two Humphreys de Barenton lived in the reigns of 
Kings Henry the Second, Richard and John, and as 
Humphrey is named in deeds with Prior I-Jervey, who 
lived in the reigns of John and Henry the Third, Richard 
must have been Prior before him. 

P eter Boterel in a grant addressed to William, Bishop of 
Norwich, and to W alcher the Archdeacon, to his Lord 
the Earl Conan and to all the sons of the Holy Church, 
gave for the good of the souls of his father and mother, 
and for those of all his ancestors, as well as for his own, 
to the Church of St. Melanius, his steward Godwin with 
his heirs and all the tenements he held at N ettlested, as 
a perpetual alms, free and released from every service, 
exaction and custom, excepting only what was clue to the 
King and the Earl: Godwin and his heirs to have the 
same right of common over woods, plains and pastures, 
waters, roads, footpaths, and all other places that they 
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have enjoyed before this gift was made. .And that he 
gave also twelve acres of his demesne at Sorland, free from 
all services, whether due to himself, the King, or the Earl. 
H e also grar.ted to Godwin, that if he or his heirs should 
be summoned to answer for any forfeiture they had become 
liable to, the cause should be brought only before the 
court held by the monks of St. Melanins and that neither 
Godwin or his heirs should be compelled to attend hundred 
or shire courts. These two last are in the original termed 
"Underg et Syras." The witnesses to this grant are thus 
named-

My Wife Matilda, who was present when it was named ancl con
firmed it, Amolcl the physician, Richard the presbyter, William the 
presbyter of P ill bridge, P eter de Ohalgrave, An drew the son of Arnold, 
Geofl'rey the presbyter of Blacham, Robert cle Wilasham, and the 
whole of the inhabitants of Nettlested. 

This Peter Boterel was the son of Geoffrey, who has 
already been named. The Earl Conan was Conan the little, 
fourth Earl of Richmond and the William, Bishop of 
Norwich, was William Tar bus. 

Part of this last described gift, namely the twelve acres 
of land at Sorland, were by Prior Richard afterwards 
granted to William the nephew of Brian the Briton, at a 
rent of half-a-mark a year, and homage to be made of it 
to the Prior of Hatfield in the chapter house there. 

There is another charter from Prior Richard granting 
four acres of land to Gilbert de Helion at a rent of sixteen 
pence a year. 

By a grant from Reginald .Arsic, the tithes of a windmill 
at Silverley were given to the monks of Hatfield for the 
good of his own soul and those of his father mother and 
ancestors. The witnesses to this deed are Ralph .Arsic 
my brother, William the Frenchman, .Alexander the 
chaplain, Ralph the clerk, Reginalcl the baker, W illiam 
the chamberlain, Ralph the musician ancl many others. 

Robert Fitzhumphrey gave lands at Harlow for the 
remission of his sins and the good of the souls of his 
father and mother, ancl agreed that if the lancl he had 
given did not amount to a carucate he would add enough 
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to make it up to the measure. One part of the tithes of 
the parish of Hatfield had been given by Aubrey de V ere 
to the Priory there, and another part by Henry the First 
to the Priory of St. Botulph and St. J ulian at Colchester. 
Many disputes as to their respective rights had arisen 
between the parties, and at last a law suit concerning them 
was commenced. To this however an end was put by the 
Pope, who issued a commission for an arbitration. 

The arbitrators appointed were the Prior of the Abbey 
of Bermondsey, and the Archdeacon of London, who by 
their award c~etermined the dispute, and settled that the 
monks of Hatfielcl should have all the small tithes com
monly called the Canons' tithes, paying to the Canons of 
St. Botulph six shillings a year in lieu of them. They 
however excepted the tithes of nuts which were for ever 
to belong to the monks, who were also to have the tithes 
of sheaves from the lands belonging to the canons of 
Thremhall and from the lands called Persted and Farnsted, 
those of grain and pulse. They were like·wise to have the 
tithes from lands in the King's demesne in the parish of 
Hatfield, whether woodland or cleared land, that should 
be brought into cultivation after the elate of this award. 
Which date is thus expressed-

Moreover this is clone in the year 1194 of the Incarnation of our 
Lord, namely the first year of the return of King Richard from 
Germany. The lunar cycle being 17 and the Sunday letter B . 

There is a deed from the prior and convent of St. Botulph, 
Colchester, by which they granted to William Oementarius 
an acre of land in Hatfield at the rent of eightpence per 
annum, being the same land his grandfather Ulrick had 
formerly held, reserving to themselves space sufficient on 
it for housing their tithes, and stipulating that in case 
they should let or grant their tithes to any one, that 
William should in no case remove from their demesne, as 
if they ever came to Hat6eld they would lodge at his 
house, as their wish was to be on their own land. 

In 1220 the sheriff of Essex was ordered by King Henry 
the Third not to implead the prior and convent of St. 
Botulph of Colchester, or to allow them to be impleaded, 
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in respect to an acre of land with its appurtenances in 
Hatfield, which had been given to them by his predecessors 
Kings of England, and this to hold good till the King had 
arrived at full age. 

The next Prior of Hatfield was Hervey, and the time in 
which he lived can be well ascertained, although there is 
not any elate to the deeds in which his name is found. But 
it does appear in one whereAubrey, Earl of Oxford is named, 
and in another with Hugh, Earl of Oxford. Aubrey died 
in 1214 and was succeeded by his brother Robert, on 
whose death in 1221 his son Hugh became Earl. 

The Priory about this time had many gifts from several 
of the neighbouring great families, but as in nearly every 
instance no prior's name is mentioned, it is almost im
possible to place them in correct order. Of the four next 
named deeds, the two first are from· the same person, and · 
the two latter confirmations of them. 

A grant from Pagan de Rupeforti, to whom the manor 
had been granted by King John, of all the tithes of hay 
from the meadows in his demesne within the parish of 
Hatfielcl. 

A grant from Pagan, VicecomeG de Hauncheforcl, of all 
his tithes at Hauncheforcl and Gellinches, namely of corn, 
calves, lambs, pigs, cheese, wool and all other titheable 
things . 
. The third deed is from Henry Archdeacon of Huntingclon 

stating that Ansered the priest had proved to him, that 
the tithes of lambs, wool, cheeses, and all other titheable 
things in the demesne of Pagan, "Vicecomes of Heming
ford," belonged to the monks of St. Melanins and that 
Pagan had also demised to them the tithe of grass from 
his demesne. Here Pagan is called Vicecomes of Reming
ford, in the former of Hauncheford, the first named place 
is in Huntingclonshire, and the second is evidently meant 
for the same. But how came he to be called Vicecomes ?* 

* My friend Mr. King has suggested the following explanation :- Vt"cecomes is 
probably used, rather loosely, for that whic:h would perhaps have been more correctly 
expressed by Balhvus. Pagan was probably the Reve of the parishes and manors of 
Hemmingford Abbots and Hemmingford Grey, which from a very early elate had been 
given to Hamsey Abbey, and no doubt executed certain judicial functions on behalf of 
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The fourth deed is from Guido de Ponconera who had a 
grant of the manor of Hatfield after the death of Pagan de 
Rupeforti. It is a gift of land in Hat:fi.eld to God, 
St. Mary, and the monks serving God there, in pure and 
perpetual alms for the good of his own soul, that of his 
uncle Pagan de Rupeforti and of all his ancestors and 
·successors. This land was most probably that of which 
his uncle had already given the tithes. 

Robert de Borgate confirmed the grants made by his 
ancestors of two parts of the tithes from his demesne at 
Borgate, namely of sheaves and small things, excepting 
those from his assarts, or cleared wood land. He likewise 
for himself and his heirs for ever released and quit-claimed 
the prior and convent from a demand, which had hitherto 
been annually made upon them, of a cloak or pelise and a 
pair of monk's slippers. Amongst the witnesses to this 
grant is "Domine Alberico Comite Hoxfordie "- the Lord 
Aubrey, Earl of Hoxford. This shews how ancient is the 
misuse of the letter H. 

The deeds next mentioned relate to men going on a 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land. John Rugeleon gave and 
surrendered to the Lord Hervey the Prior, in the presence 
of the whole convent, the 1p.essuage, houses and land with 
everything belonging to them, held by him in the fee of 
the Priory of Hatfield without any reservation, and quit
claimed the whole of them in consideration of four marks 
and a half, which the said prior and convent agreed to give 
him when he should set out on his journey to J erusalem. 
Swearing on the Holy Scriptures, that neither he nor his 
heirs would, by fraud or deceit, seek any means or art by 
which the said prior and convent could be injured. 

In the next deed Prior H ervey and the convent of 
Hatfield, with the assent and advice of the whole chapter 

the monastery. From Greve, says Jacob (Law Diet.), a word of power and authority 
signifying as much as Comes and Vicecumes, comes our Shrieve, Portreve, &c. Else
where he says, that as a county was sometimes called Baltiva, the Vicecomes or 
Shire-reve was probably sometimes called Ballivus. H ence, I think, the words were 
at a date as early as the above, convertibl e, and in the above re~ord Vicecomes is usecl 
for a man of inferior authority to a Sheriff, but one of considerable authcrity within 
his Bailiwick. 

R 
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granted certain parcels of land to Roger Sireve, one of which 
parcels was that arre which Arnold the son of Leofwine de
Rockhey gave, when lying at the point of death, as a pure 
and perpetual alms for the good of his soul . They granted 
also to the said Roger the homagos of Waiter the son of 
Nigell, and of Godard the plumber, without any reservation, 
exactly as William the son of Richard the steward, had 
surrendered and quit-claimed them, for himself and his 
heirs before he took his departure for the Holy Land, at 
that Easter, when the manor of Hatfield had been received 
from the King. 

Roger Sireve was to havo and to hold these lands and 
homages with power for himself and his heirs, to give, 
will, or assign them to anyone, he, or they pleased, ex
cepting a religious house, paying annually sixteen pence 
in lieu of services, exactions, aids, customs, attendance at 
courts, and every other demand. In this deed it is note
worthy that it should be named that Arnold had given 
his land when at the point of death, "agens in extremis," 
also that, although a grant from a religious house, the 
grantee is debarred from bestowing the property on a 
religious house. 

The receiving the manor fr~m the King must allude to 
some confirmation of a former grant. There is another
deed from Prior Hervey by which four acres of land in 
Hatfield are granted to Alice the daughter of Peter N edham, 
for an annual payment of two shillings. (The name of 
N edham survives to this day, a waste piece of land near 
M01·ell Hoothing being called N edham Green.) 

Stephen was the next Prior, his name is found in two 
deeds only, one which is a grant to Ralph Gurel, of a part 
of a ditch adjoining the cemetery, two perches in length, 
lying close to his house, and opposite to that of William 
D'Ypres. The consideration, an annual rent of two pence. 

The other deed is an agreement between Sir Nicholas 
de Barenton, and Richard the son of Robert Marshall, and 
Edith his mother, by which they demised two acres and 
three rods of land to Sir Nicholas, and covenanted that he 
should receive four pence from them for each acre sown, 
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until he was repaid the one mark he had advanced for them 
to pay to Stephen the Prior of Hatfield, when his bailiffs 
had taken · possession of their land in co:Q.sequence of 
Richard not having paid his rent, or clone clue service for 
more than a year and a clay. And now they further agreed 
t hat should it so happen, that neither Richard nor his 
mother should be able to repay the mark already advanced, 
or to pay the rent due to the Prior, or should fail in the 
.service due to the King, then Sir Nicholas should have 
full possession of the land, he undertaking to discharge 
the rent due and perform the service. The agreement to 
take effect from Michmlmas in the fifteenth year of King 
Henry. This was Henry the Third and the year 1231. 

Alexander de Colchester, the next Prior is mentioned in 
twelve deeds . The following is an account of them. 

Five are from him. One to Peter FitzWilliam and the 
lady Katherine his wife, granting to them for their joint 
and separate lives, a house and a plot of ground, with a 
right of road to them through the gate of the cemetery 
of the Peiory, at a rent of fourpence per annum. 

A second is a grant of the same property with the ad
dition of an acre and a quarter of meadow, and some other 
land, at a rent of two shillings a year. This last is to Peter 
FitzWilliam and his heirs. 

A third is a grant of a lane in Broad Street to William 
Carden, for a consideration of two shillings and a rent of 
eightpence a year. 

The fourth is a grant of a messuage to Thomas, son of 
W illiam Picot, for a consideration of twenty shillings and 
a rent of sixpence annually, and a pound of cumin every 
ChTistmas. 

The fifth is a grant of a messuage to Robert the son of 
William Sprit, for a consideration of ten shillings and an 
annual rent of one shilling. 

The seven deeds to Prior Alexander de Colchester are 
.all of rent charges ; one from Sturdi, the son of Michael the 
clerk, of sevenpence. 

Two from Nicholas Mercator, one of fourpence, the other 
-of tilleepence. 
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One from John Arneway of twopence. 
Three from Peter Fitzwilliam, one of two shillings1 

another of ten shillings to maintain a candle to burn in 
the Prior's Chmch, and a third giving the Prior a right 
of entering on the land charged with these two payments1 
and of distraining should the rent be in arrear. 

There is a deed from Peter Gurel by which he granted 
to the Church and Priory of Hat.:field a rent of two shillings 
a year to maintain a candle to burn before the holy altar of 
St. Nicholas in the Chmch of the Blessed Mary at Ratfield, 
during the daily mass of the Virgin, and warranted for 
himself and his heirs this payment for ever. But he also 
stated that if by the neglect of the superior, or of anyone 
belonging to the convent, the burning of this candle should 
be discontinued, or his charitable gift in any way misap
plied, then those who should be guilty of such neglect or 
misapplication, should be accmsed and the highest sentence 
of excommunication be passed upon them. 

By another deed Warin the son of William atte house 
gave to Alicia his mother, two bushels of corn per annum, 
for her life, wheat or. oats, whichever might be grown in 
the field called the Knoll, and after her death, the same to 
go to the Monks of Ratfield for them to maintain a candle 
to burn in their church, for his sins, and those of his 
fathers and ancestors, and for tithes neglected or forgotten 
by his mother. 

These two deeds and many others of gifts of land and 
rent charges, must be of this time from the names of the 
witnesses, which are nearly all identical with those on the 
deeds in which the name de Alexander of Colchester is 
found. 

W illiam de Hereford is mentioned as Prior in three 
deeds, two are grants from him, one to Peter Fitz William 
of a meadow for a consideration of eighteen shillings and 
an annual rent of eighteen penee. The other is of an acre 
of land to Salekin son of Roger de Ratfield, at a rent of 
fourpence a year. 

The third is a curious bond or obligation from Richard 
the son of William de Rickenhall superior, Martin the 



AT HATFIELD REGIS. 129 

Briton, Philip the hunter, Robert Have de Wonham, 
William Bissop, goodman William Borant, Reginald Ralt, 
and Herbert Bole, who state that they are bound to 
William de Hereford, Prior of Hatfield Regis in the sum 
of thirty shillings and seven pence, to be paid at the next 
Michaelmas under the penalty of a mark of silver, and 
that in good faith they have mutually engaged themselves 
to pay the debt at the time appointed. Dated the first 
week in Lent in the year in which the cycle of the moon 
is eight. On the back of this bond are the names of 
William Chaplain of Eswall, William Picop, Norman de 
Hatfield, and Richard the chamberlain, witnesses for the 
Prior of Hatfield. 

In Dugdale's Monasticon (Vol. IV., page 432) is an 
extract from Harl. MS. 639 fol. 64, in which Prior 
William's name appears with that of Robert de Quency, 
brother of Roger, Earl of Winchester. This would be 
about the year 1250. The joint grant from this Robert 
and his wife Helena, widow of John le Scot, Earl of 
Chester, to the Priory of Hatfield has been named before. 

'l'he three following documents, although without any 
Prior's name, must have been in the time of William de 
Hereford. 

One dated the fifth Kalends of April in the year 1245 
is addressed to the Priors of Dunmow and Thremhall, 
judges appointed by the Pope in a dispute between the 
Prior and Convent of Hatfield and Benedict, Chaplain of 
Sible Hedingham, appointing R. a brother of the Abbey 
of Ramsey and A. de Salisbury to act as their proctors 
in the matter. 

Another is dated on St. John the Baptist's day in the 
same year, and is addressed to H. de Lincoln, B. de St. 
Michael and A. de Bucton, commissaries of the Priors of 
Dunmow and Thremhall, who had been delegated by the 
Pope to judge in a dispute between the monks of Hatfield 
and the Rector of Burgate, and who had appointed the 
above-named three to be arbitrators in the matter. The 
monks and the rector agreeing under a penalty of twenty 
pounds to abide by the award. 
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The third is an award dated in the month of February, 
1246, from F. Bishop of London (Fulke Basset) settling 
a suit that had arisen between the Prior and Monks 
of Ratfield and Peter the Vicar of Steeple Bumstead, 
respecting the t ithes of sheaves from gardens, and some 
other tithes, which the vicar had carried away. The Bishop 
awarded to the monks all the tithes of sheaves either from 
gardens or from any other place, and ordered the vicar to 
restore to the monks all the tithes that he had removed. 

Thomas de I-Ierleston, the next Prior, is named in 
twenty-four deeds, principally of gifts to the Priory of 
lands, messuagcs, tenements and rent charges. Of these 
deeds, four only are elated. 

The first is from -:\1ichael son of Ralph, who quit-claimed 
all his right over five acres of land held by William Live
thing, and over two acres and a half held by William le 
Reward to Prior Thomas and the Convent of Hatfielcl, 
reserving a rent of one shilling a year. Dated the feast 
of St. Simon and St. Jude, 1255. By the second, Roger 
de Salcleford granted a rent charge of fompence per 
annum. This is dated in the month of May, 1259. 

The third is elated in the same year, and is from J ames 
the Abbot of St. Nicholas at Angers, who quit-claimed to 
Prior Thomas and the Convent of Hatfielcl Regis, a 
payment of one mark per annum for the rent of the tithes 
of Canopes, and of a certain portion of the tithes payable 
from the demesne of the Earl of Oxford, for which grant 
the P rior of Batfielcl had paid twelve marks to the 
Abbot of St. Nicholas, at the time when his Abbey was in · 
great necessity, which sum by this deed he acknowledged 
to have received, and which had been expended entirely 
to the use of the Abbey. 

The fourth deed is from Philip the son of Peter the 
blacksmith, and is a grant to Prior Thomas and the Con
vent of a ditch lying between his house and that belonging 
to the Priory, the date is the feast of the Annunciation, 
1271. 

Of the other deeds where the name of Prior Thomas 
is to be found, three are from him. One is a grant to 
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William Bernardshey of all the land held under the Priory 
of Hatfi.eld, at N osterfi.eld, at a rent of two shillings and 
four pence a year, and two attendances at the manor court. 

A second deed is a confirmation of this grant for a 
consideration of two marks. 

The third is a grant to Cristina the daughter of Richard 
Guin of a messuage with all its appurtenances, for a con
sideration of two marks and an annual rent of sixteen 
pence. . 

There is a grant from the same Cristina to Prior Thomas 
and the Convent of all her tenements and lands in Hatfi.eld, 
with everything belonging to them, in pure and perpetual 
alms. 

The other deeds are gifts to Prior Thomas and the 
Convent, namely from 

Robert, son of Salekin, of an acre of land. 
Richard de la Dane of a rent-charge of twopence. 
Gilbert de Rependen of half-an-acre of land. 
Richard Cocus of a messuage and all belonging to it. 
Michael le Skey of a messuage and rent-charge of sixteen 

pence. 
Stephen, son of Robert de Rokere of a rent-charge of 

ninepence halfpenny. There is a duplicate of this deed. 
There are four grants from Geo:ffrey son of Richard de 

Scrubbes, one of a meadow and a rent-charge of twopence, 
another of a second meadow, a third of a rent-charge of 
fourp!3nce, and a fourth of a rent-charge of twopence. 

There are three from Adam, son of Geo:ffrey de Longo
ponte, one a gift of land and a rent-charge of three shillings 
and sixpence, a second is a duplicate of this deed, and the 
third is a full confirmation of the grant. 

There is a deed elated May 24th, 1257, by which the 
Prior and Convent of Hatfi.eld appointed Alan rle Cressing, 
clerk, to be their proctor in a dispute between them and 
the Abbot of St. Melanius at Rennes, the cause to be 
heard at Canterbury. 

In a letter from Peter the Prior of Prittlewell, dated on 
St. Martin's day, 1258, to the Prior and Monks of Hatfi.eld, 
he requests them to pay the bearer of the letter, their V<'ner-



132 HISTORY OF THE PRIORY 

able and beloved brother vVilliam, the sum of one hundred 
and thirteen shillings and fourpence, an arrear long clue, 
and also twenty-five shillings, which latter sum had become 
clue at Michaelmas last, for both which sums they were 
bound, ancl which they had promised to pay on the last 
All Saints' clay, as letters from them, which William would 
shew to them, would declare, adding that the money would 
be received with many thanks, and that no charge should 
be made for the length of time that the payment had been 
waited for. 

There are three awards, dated in the year 1271, from the 
commissary of the Archbishop's Oomt at Canterbury (the 
See being then vacant) settling the disputes as to the 
tithes of Burgate in favour of the Prior and Convent of 
Hatfield. 

Roger de Oristehall succeeded Thomas de Harleston as 
Prior; his name is found in eight deeds. 

There were many benefactors to the convent in his time, 
amongst others, Robert de V ere, the fifth Earl of Oxford, 
who gave a messuage and three acres of land at N osterfield. 

The other gifts were principally of lands and rent
charges at Hatfield, and all from parties who appeared 
to have resided there or in its immediate neighbourhood, 
amongst other names are those of Adam le curtiler, John 
le marler, Roger the miller, Philip son of Peter the 
blacksmith. 

Robert de Bruce, Lord of Armandale, Hatfield, and 
Writtle, and his son Robert, Earl of OmTick, seem to have 
been at this time disposing of their lands in Essex, and 
the name of Roger de Ohristehall, Prior of Hatfield, 
appears as a witness to several of their grants, amongst 
others, one to Robert de Bledlawe of lands and tenements 
at Hatfield, reserving a rent of ten shillings. This property 
Bledlawe afterwards gave to the Priory, as he did by 
degrees the whole of his lands. To prevent the law of 
mortmain interfering with these gifts, the Prior and 
Convent of Hatfield procured a special license from King 
Edwarcl the Second, exempting from that law the grants 
made to them by John de Bledlawe. His wife Alice was 
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.also a benefactor to the Priory. She made her will in 
1311, with the consent and assent of her husband. In it 
she directed "her body to be buried in the Chmch of the 
Monks at Hatfield Regis" an cl gave the following legacies to 
the Church and Monks there : to go before her body a cow; 
to the Parish Church five shillings; to Sir John, the Vicar 
·Of Ratfielcl, two shillings ; to the chaplain of the parish 
twelve pence ; to the clerk fourpence ; to the sacristan 
fourpence ; to the monks for a pittance six shillings and 
.eightpence; to be kept with the relics in the Convent 
Church a large gold ring which once belonged to St. Roger 
{)f Byleye; to the parish Church for an annual service for 
her soul five marks. The will was elated on Friday before 
St. Bartholomew's clay, 1311, and proved on Saturday 
before St. Matthew's clay in the same year. 

Roger cle Cristehall is named in a grant to Henry 
Pikeman of a messuage at Ratfield with a reserved rent 
{)f four shillings a year. 

In another to Katherine, daughter of Clement Goclswen, 
·Of a messuage, reserving a rent of one shilling; and in 
.another to Peter cle Raselingfielcl and Alice his wife of a 
meadow- rent reserved one shilling and fourpence . 

In the sixth of Eclwarcl the Second, the Prior of Ratfield 
paid a fine of twenty shillings to the King for entering 
on a lay fee in Ratfielcl, and in the eighth year of the 
same King a like sum for the same purpose. 

John cle Colchester, the successor of Roger de Cristehall, 
was a man of great activity, and one who well understood 
and looked after the interests of his house ; for though 
his name is found only in five deeds, there are a great 
many dated during the time he was Prior, most of them 
bestowing lands and rents, and adding very considerably 
to the conventual property. 

One of the principal benefactors there, was Robert Taper, 
a person of much consequence, and the owner of several 
estates in Ratfield and its neighbourhood, and also in Cam
bridgeshire. Re married Milic€nt, daughter of Richard 
Sereve, and widow of .Adam cle Longoponte, she was very 
rich, and both she and Robert Taper were great purchasers 

s 
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of land, she before her first marriage and in her widow hood, 
he both before his marriage, and afterwards jointly with 
his wife, as well as after her death. There are upwards of 
forty deeds for purchases of lands and rent charges by 
Robert Taper and his wife, and a great number from them 
of gifts to the Priory, which by degrees got the whole of 
his property. A field in Hatfielcl perpetuates his name to 
this clay, viz., Taper's lVIeacl. 

The Priory Church appears to have been finished in the 
time of John de Colchester. Robert Taper became a great 
benefactor to the work ; amongst other gifts he erected 
seventy-eight stalls in the choir. He made an agreement 
by which he bound himself to the payment of thirty 
pounds to Thomas Page, carpenter at Newport, on the 
condition that Page should construct twenty eight stalls to 
complete the choir of the Church of the lVIonastery of 
Hatfielcl, with a proper entrance at the west end, and all 
things appertaining them in as fit and right a manner as 
the six stalls, which had lately been put up, were made. 
Page was to get the wood work ready at his own house, 
cutting, sawing and forming the stalls there, and to bring 
them to be finished as to carving and polishing at the 
Church. Whilst he was working there he was to receive 
from the monastery a daily allowance of two loaves of white 
bread and a flagon of the best ale, with a dish of cooked 
meat from the kitchen, flesh on flesh days, fish on fish 
days, or four herrings or six: eggs ; Taper to pay him 
money as it was wanted for carrying on the work till the 
thirty pounds was expended. The whole to be finished 
in two years, which would be Easter in the twelfth year of 
King Edward son of King Edward, 1319. 

When Robert Taper began to make gifts to the Church, 
a letter of license was procured from the King exempting 
the Prior and Convent of Hatfield from the penalties of 
mortmain as far as Robert Taper was concerned, and giving 
him leave to grant them lands, and a rent-charge at 
Hatfielcl, and lands at Castle Camps, in Cambridgeshire, 
to endow a chaplain to sing in the Chutch at Hatfield for 
ever, for his soul and the souls of all cm:istian people. 
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This license is dated at Cowick, May 12th, in the sixteenth 
year of King Edward (the Second, 1322) and marked "fine 
five marks." 

Rohert Taper afterwards exonerated the monks from 
his endowment of a chaplain, they giving him an under
taking with a confirmation of it, that during his life there 
.should be daily chanted at the mass of the Blessed Virgin, 
a special prayer namely " Quaesumus Domine" for the 
soul of his late wife Milicent, and that after his death this 
prayer sh-ould be omitted, and "Inclina Do mine" substituted 
and daily chanted in the same mass for the good of his 
soul, and that of his late wife. And that there should be 
yearly celebration for them solemnly held on the anniversary 
·of the said Milicent, and that they should share in all the 
holy benefits of the monastery, namely in prayers, masses, 
and almsgiving, public and private. 

By a deed in duplicate, the counterparts of which are 
extant, Roger le Bedel gave leave to RoberG Taper to 
grant two acres of land, which he held under him, to 
the Prior and Convent of Hatfield, and also to the Prior 
and Convent that they might accept the gift, he reserving 
to himself a yearly payment of fourpence. 

John de Bohun, Earl of Hereford and Essex, and high 
constable of England, by a deed, in which is recited the 
license from the King allowing Robert Taper to give lands, 
&c., in Hatfield to the Priory there, released, for the good 
-of his soul, and those of his ancestors, all the lands Taper 
had given, from all quit rents and services for ever. 

The seal is remaining to this deed. It is a very beautiful 
one, in bright red wax. The arms of Bohun repeated four 
times within an elegant pattern of scroll and tabernacle 
work. 

The date of the agreement for making the stalls is 1317, 
and that of the royal license and mortmain is 1323. Yet 
it appears that in 1329, and in the lifetime of Robert Taper, 
certain of the younger monks doubted whether the accounts 
they had heard from Roger de Cristehall the late prior, 
William de Sabresforcl the late subprior, and others of the 
older monks, that Robert Taper had at his own charges 
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raised the larger part of the new buildings of the con
ventual church, and done other bountiful works, were true. 

Therefore John de Hatfielcl, the subprior, called together 
the following monks: viz., Hugh de Hatfielcl, Geoffrey de 
Crowland, Godfrey de Chelneston, Alexander de Braclfield, 
and William de Dunmowe, who met Robert Taper in the 
choir of the church on the eighth of July, 1329, to enquire 
6f him the truth of what had been stated to them. The 
Subprior then asked him the following questions:-

Was the Chapel of the Holy Cross with the oratory 
adjoining it made entirely at his expense? Taper replied, 
that the whole had been clone at his expense, excepting he 
had not paid for the workmen's bench, the carriage of the 
materials, or for the heap of stones now remaining. 

Was the Chapel of the Blessed Virgin, and the oratory 
adjoining it also made at his expense? He replied, that 
they had, except th'e bench and carriage as before stated, 
and that the roof had been painted at the expense of his 
wife. · 

Was the glass and iron work in the new presbytery folmd 
at his expense ? He answered, that it all had, with the 
exception of one window which John de la Lee had glazed. 

Was the great south window with its glass and iron 
work also entirely clone by him? He said it was. 

Was the great west window in the parish church made 
at his expense. He answered that it was, and that he had 
given William the Subprior twenty pounds sterling for that 
purpose. 

Was the great bell given by him ? He said, yes, and 
that it had cost him twenty pounds and half a mark. 

Was the mason who built the new dormitory paid by 
him ? He said, yes, and for a great many other things 
each of which he could not name. 

Were the repairs of the wood work of the old presbytery 
together with the plumbers' work done at his expense ? 
He said the whole of it was. 

Was Philip Bush's tenement appropriated to the monas
tery by him, and at his own charge ? He said it was, and 
that it had cost him nine score and ten marks, adding that 
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he had before named to Friar John that at the manor of 
Noster:fielcl he had, at the instance of the then Superior, 
William, undertaken the building of the manor house, and 
after having done so, had annually paid twenty marks to 
the monastery, and that he had also given his own tenement 
at Hat:field, as they might see with their own eyes. 

He was then asked if the obligation for twenty seven 
marks from the monastery to Nicholas de Stortforcl was 
cleared off? He said it was, and then offeTecl to swear to 
the truth of all he had stated on the High Altar. 

This inquisition is amongst the Harleian MSS. in the 
British Museum. 

Few things relating to the priory seem more curious than 
this enquiry, made by the monks to a benefactor as to his 
gifts and good deeds, with an ardent unbelief as to the 
extent of them. 

Most probably in consequence of this enquil·y, the prior 
and convent executed a deed by which they covenanted, 
that in order that Robert Taper's agreements with, and 
gifts to them should for ever be kept in mind and observed, 
that in every year in Lent his charities and grants to the 
Priory should be read in the chapter house to all the monks, 
that the carrying his wishes into effect might be affectionately 
recommended; also that twelve pence should be delivered 
out of the priOTy chamber, to be equally divided amongst 
the monks who took a part in his anniversary. There is 
not any date to this covenant, neither is there any to show 
of the date of Robert Taper's death, but there is a deed of 
gift from him to the prior and convent of a shop in the 
maTket place of Hat:field, elated May the 4th, 1331, two 
years after the enquil·y as to his benefactions. 

In a deed elated 14th kalencls of October 1327, Prior 
J olm and the convent of Hatfielcl granted to Roger de 
W antham, Canon of St. Paul's, London, a participation in 
all the benefits that could be conferred by then· chmch for 
ever, and ordered that his name should be placed in the 
martyrology in their chapter house. They also acknowledged 
to have received from him a gift of a silveT-gilt cup with a 
foot, and the cover on the top of which is a cross, for the 
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use of the parish church, and also a precious vessel, made 
of a griffin's hoof, in the shape of au ornamental horn with 
feet, bands and cover of silver-gilt , for the use of the 
convent, and they also ordered that this their grant, and 
letters patent, should be entered, not only in their mar
tyrology, but also in the larger books in the parish church. 

There is what may be called a statute or ordinance issued 
by P rior J ohn de Colchester, which is unfortunately im
perfect from having two large holes in it, and is also much 
s ~ained as to be illegible in several places. 

It is elated on Thursday, the eve of the Annunciation of 
the Blessed Virgin, the beginning of the year 1338, and 
s!ates that the Monastery of IIatfield Regis had been from 
its first foundation poorly endowed, and for a length of 
time back had been weighed down by various and heavy 
charges. So much 8o, that it had been unable to provide 
clothing for the monks, and other things necessary for the 
proper performance of the worship of God. FOT this reason 
the monlcs had been compelled to leave the monastery and 
disperse themselves amongst friends and acquaintances, 
trying to acquire clothing and other necessary things, 
and yet burning with a desire to return to their monastery 
and there fulfil the proper observances of religion, and the 
right worship of God and the Blessed Virgin. In con
sequence of this distress, John de Colchester the Prior, and 
the convent, after all clue consideration as to the proper 
means to be taken to supply these deficiencies, and to have 
divine service properly performed, agreed to decree and 
order, that in future the number of monks should be 
fourteen. Then, that the Church of Silverley, in the 
Diocese of Norwich, lately acquired by the monastery, 
should be assigned for supplying clothing, and other 
necessaries, and placed under the care of the chamberlain 
of the monastery, and that he should, from the receipts, 
pay annually to each monk the sum of twenty shillings, 
to pay for clothing, shoes and other personal necessaries, 
such as are right and proper for all religious persons 
who are in priest's orders, and profess silence. One 
payment of ten shillings to be made on St. John the 
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Baptist's day, and another of the same amount on 
Christmas day. And the residue of ,the rents (with the 
exception of some on days hereafter named), should 
be distributed on St. Thomas the Martyr's day in the 
form following, viz., to the prior for his solace, forty 
pence. To the precentor for charges on his office forty 
·pence. To the almoner to distribute as additional alms, 
forty pence. To the steward for wax, napkins, and other 
things five shillings. To the keeper of the infi.Tmary, half
a-mark for the relief and solace of any sick monks, and in 
case of there not being any such, then the money to be 
distributed in a manner to be decided upon by a majority 
of the chapter. (The deed here is so torn that only parts 
of each line can be made out.) It seems however that 
after the first:fTuits had been paid to the Bishop of Norwich, 
the vicarage house was to be kept in repair, that a priest 
·was to receive a payment, that the profits of the garden 
were to be accounted for, that the cellarer was to receive 
a payment, that Easter dues were to be accounted for, 
and a seal was to be provided for the chamberlain. It was 
ordained that from the date of this deed a peculiar mass 
should be said every day by one of the monks for the soul 
of John de Hotham, late Bishop of Ely, who had graciously 
granted the Chmch of Great Abington to the 111:onastery, 
and also for the good of J ohn de Colchester the present 
Prior, who with the greatest care and labour had procured, 
by the grace of God, many benefits to the monastery, and 
that when his last day on earth had closed there should be 
daily service for the good of his soul. That the proper 
collect "Deus qui inter Apostolicas Sacerdotes '' should be 
sung for the said Bishop, and another collect fit for life or 
death for the said Prior. That the latest professed monk 
should say the mass, and that there should be no omission 
for ever. That the Prior and Convent should every 
year, on the clay of the anniversary of the Bishop, have 
a solemn mass and funeral service performed in the 
choil·, namely a "Placebo " and an "Erige," and that the 
great bell should be tolled :- also that for the :;rood of 
the Bishop's soul, thirty 1Joor people should be feel, each 
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with one loaf of white bread and half a flagon of ale, 
also that each should receive a mess of potage, and a 
penny. Likewise on the anniversary of the said Prior, 
one quarter of wheat should be made into bread, and given 
to the poOTest people for the good of his soul, and those of 
clehmct monks. The charge to come out of the rents of 
Silverley, and that a payment and pittance to the amount 
of half-a-mark in silver should be given to the monks for 
a relief and as a payment for their trouble. That every 
clay from the Kalencls of March to the Gule of August, 
a bushel of winnowed mixed corn should be made into 
inferior bread and be distributed for the good of the souls 
of the folmclers and benefactors of the monastery, and of 
all the faithful departed this life. ~foreover the sacrist 
should receive four shillings from the rent arising from the 
building lately erected on Robert Taper's tenement, for 
fincling and keeping two large wax canclies to burn at the 
time of the celebration of the Body of Cl1Tist on all solemn 
clays and feasts before the High Altar . The remainder of 
the document is very imperfect, but the following paTticulars 
can be made out - on the trental of (most pTobably Robert 
Taper) a white loaf and half-a-flagon of the best ale, should 
be given for the good of his soul. (There is a request ·that 
the Bishop of London should ratify this statute.) 

The Prior and Convent bound themselves to carry all 
these ordinances into effect, and in witness thereof sealed 
it with the P rior 's seal and that of the Convent. 

Both these seals yet remain to the document. They are 
in Tecl wax. The conventual one is a veTy graceful figure 
of the Virgin with the Infant Saviour in her arms The 
Prior's seal has half a length of Vu·gin bearing the Infant, 
under a canopy, with a figure of the Prior under an aTch, 
kneeling with his hands raised towards the Vil·gin, part of 
the legend also Temains- " J ohanis PrioTi~ de Hat:field 
Regis." 

The Priory was still involved in disputes as to tithes in 
the cliffeTent parishes in which they had pTopeTty. In 
consequence of one with the Rector of Horseheath, Robert 
de V ere, sixth Earl of Oxford, OTclerecl a complete survey 
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of the parish to be taken. This is now extant, it fully 
describes all the lands with the names of the several owners, 
and at the end the Earl forbids the rector to interfere in 
any way as to the tithes, as they clearly belonged to the 
Priory of Hatfield. 

The dispute with the Rector of Burgate was also un
settled, an agreement was entered into that there should be 
an arbitration respecting it held before the Archdeacon of 
Suclbury, and proctors were also appointed to appear at 
Canterbury concerning it, but there is not any trace of the 
result of either. 

In a deed from Richard de Thorneley, chaplain of Wasse
forcl, it is stated that when he was presented by the Prior 
and Convent of Hatfielcl, to the vicarage of Silverley, he 
bound himself by his own free will to build a house there 
with a hall, a chamber, and a kitchen, and that he will 
carry this into effect under a 'penalty of fOTty shillings. 
This deed is elated 24th Nov., 1329. 

John de Colchester died in 1344; this is shewn by a 
deed of that date, from the convent appointing John de 
Hatfielcl, and W alter de Hemstecl their proctors to attend 
Ralph (de Stratford), Bishop of London, carrying with 
them papers to shew him that they had elected Alexander 
Berdfielcl to he their Prior, in the place of John de Col
chester, deceased, and praying him to ratify the election. 
Alexander is named before, being one of the Monks present 
when Hobert Taper was questioned as to his benefactions. 
There are only six deeds to be found relating to the Priory, 
dated in any of the twenty-four years this Prior remained 
in office, and only ont: of these is a gift, and that merely of 
any right or claim that John M01·ice could have in half an 
acre lately acquired by the Prior and Convent from Robert 
Taper. Indeed, after the time of John de Colchester, there 
seems to have been little or no increase to the property of 
the priory. 

Three of the deeds dated at this time are leases, namely, 
one to J olm Botyld, of some parcels of land at a rent of 
twelve --no doubt shillings, but the word succeeding 
twelve is torn away. Another to John Clerk and J ohanna 

T 
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his wife, of a messuage with a bakehouse, at a rent of 
twelve shillings. The third is to John Mayseburn, and 
Margery his wife for their joint and separate lives, of a 
messuage with a yard, garden, and right of water from the 
brook at Longbridge, at a rent of three shillings and four
pence, they being bound to put the buildings in repaiT and 
to make a fulling mill. There is a bond from John Bolt 
of Staustead and John Fardell of Elsenham, to Prior 
Alexander and the convent, dated the vigil of St. J amPs, 
1368, for eighty pounds to be paid on St. James' day, 
1370. This is worthy of remark as being for a larger sum 
than any merely money transaction that the priory seems 
ever to have been engaged in. A dispute had arisen 
between the Monks and William le Cook, respecting a 
footpath through a fi eld in his possession leading to a mill 
belonging to the priory, and called Monks' mill. This was 
settled by a dePd at this time in favour of the Monks, as 
indeed all the disputes met with appear to have been. 

In 13 6 9, Alexander de Berdfield resigned the priorshi p, 
and was succeeded by Thomas de Braclley, who was prior 
in the year 1381. This name is found in two deeds which 
are the only ones bearing ·date in hi& time. One is a 
release from John Ferrer, of Can field, of all his right and 
claim over a certain tenement at Hat:field. The other is 
an agreement to put all the matters in dispute between the 
monks and the parishioners of Hatfi eld to the arbitration 
of Sir Thoii\aS Mandeville, I vo de Sandhurst, and W alter 
Bykdam. But there is not anything to shew what had 
caused the disagreement or what was the result of the 
arbitration. 

John de Haverill was the next Prior, and held the office 
to the year 1395. There are only three deeds to be found 
bearing date in his time. One is a bond for an arbitration 
relating to a dispute between the Monks of Hatfield and 
John son of William Doreward, in which Prior John under
took to obey the award of John Battaile, John de Boys 
and John Carpenter, the three appointed arbitrators, under 
a penalty of fourteen pounds. 

Another deed is a lease to W alter Roberts also called 
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Palfreyman, and Margaret his wife of a messuage in 
Hatfield for forty-three years at a rent of fom shillings 
per annum. The third is from Prior John de Haverill, 
appointing Sir Waiter Cowall, Vicar of Silverley, Master 
H enry de Irby, notary public, and W alter Marmoth, to be 
his proctors and attornies to inquire into some matters in 
dispute in the parish of Silverley, and to examine into the 
state of the Church there, with full power to settle the 
dispute, and to order any repairs that he required at the 

. Church .. But although these three are the only deeds in 
this Prior's time; his name is frequently found in the court 
rolls of the manor. 

In the eighth year of the reign of King Richard the 
Second (1 385) a jury was summoned to enquire into a dis
pute between John Stoke and J ohn de Haverhill, Prior of 
H atfielcl. This matter is referred to in several subsequent 
comts, and different days were fixed for hearing it, but 
there is not any account of its ever being settled. In the 
same year the Prior of Hatfielcl was fined four times for 
trespass committed by his pigs and cattle in the fields of 
the Lord of the Manor. 

In the year following he was fined one shilling for a 
horse, and fompence for pigs trespassing in a pastme. One 
shilling for sixty of his pigs being in the Lord of the 
Manor's wheat and barley, sixpence for a boar and six pigs 
being in the peas and oats, sixpence for a horse, sixpence 
for four oxen, and sixpence for pigs, all in the corn. 

In the same year Thomas Dane made a complaint that 
J ohn Haverhill, Prior of Hatfielcl, had not appear0d to a 
summons to answer him as to a debt, and he therefore 
prayed that the beadle of the comt might attach him to be 
at the next court, to shew the cause of his non-appearance. 
Unfortunately the series of court rolls is imperfect, and 
there are not any to be found for several years after this 
elate. 

John de Haverhill, in 1395, and there is a deed elated 
20th August in that year from the Superior of the convent 
of St. Melanins, of Hatfielcl, the office of Prior being 
vacant, appointing Bartholomew Hadham, and John 
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Panyst, proctors, to wait upon Aubrey de V ere, Earl of 
Oxford, patron of their PriOTy, requesting him to confirm 
the election of William Guile as Prior. 

The name of this Prior is only found in one deed, and 
that is the lease of a garden to John Dangey for a rent of 
eightpence per annum. In the court rolls his name is fre
quently seen. In the seventh year of King Henry the 
Fourth, he was fined for not keeping the ditches on the 
Priory lands well cleaned out, for placing soil on the 
public highway, for a trespass committed by his beasts on. 
the LOTd's pastures, and for not keeping a dool in order 
which he was bound to do. A dool is an unploughed strip 
of land in a ploughed field. 

The affairs of the priory appear to have been in a very 
disordered state: as in the same year Prior William had to 
give secmity for a debt due from the convent to John Gulle. 

In. the first year of King Henry the Fifth the Prior was 
complained against by John Dungey, for a trespass com
mitted by him together with Thomas Marchant a monk, 
John Ho ope and John Gulle ; the nature of this trespass 
is not stated. 

In the same year he was summoned to appear at the 
next court to answer John Guile as to a· debt, and the 
bailiff of the court took bail from W illiam the Prior of 
Hatfield to appear to answer John at the Hdle, and Thomas 
Vigors, executors of the will of John the smith, for a debt. 
He was also in the same year fined six times for trespasses 
committed by his horses, oxen, bullocks, and calves in the 
fields and underwood belonging to the lord of · the manor, 
and also in his oats, barley and wheat. 

In the second year of King Henry the Fifth, he was 
seven times summoned for debt, namely by John Smith of 
Oanfield, by John Poynter, and in three separate instances 
by John Christmas, by John Guile, and a second time by 
John Smith of Oanfield. In this last instance, Thomas, one 
of the monks, was summoned with him. In all these cases 
a second summons was taken, and he was ordered to find bail 
for his appearance, but there is not any trace of his having 
done so, or that any of the debts were paid. In about a 
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year after this time he died, as in the fourth year of King 
Henry the Fifth Richard Latheby was Prior. His name 
is not found in any deed, neither is it mentioned in the 
Monasticon, or any published list of the Priors. It is 
however met with in the court rolls with full proof of his 
having held the office. At the court held on the Saturday 
before the feast of St. Margaret in the fourth year of King 
Henry the Fifth, it was stated, That the tenements held 
by the Prior of Hatfield, had fallen to the Lady of the 
manor, Anne, Duchess of Buckingham ; and that the lately 
elected Prior was to be summoned to attend the next court 
to show by what right h~ had them. This notice was re
peated at·following courts. 

At the one on Saturday before St. Katherine's day, there 
is added, that there had been many orders issued for the 
n0w Prior, Richard Latheby, to answer to the Lady of the 
manor why he had cut down an ash tree at Downbridge. 
On the same day, Thomas Brond, the bailiff of the court 
was fined three shillings and t"ro pence because he had not 
taken out a summons against Richard Latheby, Prior of 
Hatfield, for a trespass. 

The next entry respecting this Prior is as follows :
\Vhereas Thomas H alte owes a certain large sum of money 
to John Palude ; and Richard Lathe by, Prior d the 
Monastery of Hatfield Regis, owes to the said Thomas 
Halte, one hundred shillings for victuals bought at several 
times from him by the said Prior, and his predecessors. 
The Prior came this day into court, and there before the 
Bailiff and all the suitors then present, as well by the as
signment of the said Thomas, as by the consent of the said 
John, entered into a · recognizance to pay the before
mentioned one hundred shillings to the said John, for the 
said Thomas, on the feast of the Invention of the Holy 
Cross, next ensuing. And the Prior agreed that should he 
or his successors fail in the payment of the one hundred 
shillings at the time above-mentioned, either in the whole 
or in part, it should then be lawful and right for the bailiff 
of the manor to levy the sum on the goods and chattels of 
the Prior or his successors. 
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At the three next comts the complaints against the Prior 
for not shewing his right to the tenements, and for cutting 
clown the ash were repeated, and again at the court on 
Satmclay before the feast of St. Simon and St. J ucle, in the 
seventh year of King Hemy the Fifth. On that clay also 
Thomas Broncl the bailiff appeared against Richard Lathe by, 
Prior of Hatfielcl, as to a plea of trespass, of which he made 
oath, and shewecl that the plea had been brought forward 
at a preceding comt, and also that he had issued summonses 
to Thomas Goos, and seventeen others to attend at the 
court then held, to be sworn as jurors to hold an enquiry 
as to the matter ; but not one of them were there. A 
precept was therefore given to the bailiff, that he should 
take care to have all the said jmors present at the next 
comt to proceed to this enquiry. Thomas Halte also made 
a complaint against Richard Latheby, Prior of Hatfielcl, as 
to his debt, and ·in consequence a precept was issued for 
him to appear at the next court. These complaints were 
brought forward at the thTee succeeding courts, at the last 
of which Roger the miller, ap peared against the Prior for 
a debt. The Prior was also fined sixpence for a trespass 
with ten of his beasts in the wheat of the Lady of the 
Manor, and. fourpence for six of his pigs being in the same. 
At the Pentecost court of Faukpledge in the seventh year 
of King Henry the Fifth, the Prior was presented by the 
jury, for having put up palings in the public highway 
called Longbriclge street, which were inconvenient to 
passengers, and it was ordered that he should remove them 
under a penalty of forty pence. It was also represented 
that the Prior of Hat:fielcl was bound to repau· and keep in 
order a bridge called Hallesbrig n('}ar Longbrig, and that 
he had neglected to do so to the peril and danger of those 
passing over it, he was therefore ordered to repair it 
forthwith under a penalty of six shillings and eightpence. 

There is a gap in the series of court rolls after this last 
quoted, and no further trace of Prior Richard Latheby. 

J ohn Lydgate was the next Prior, he is named in a 
deed from John Clerk, Simon Doom, Richard Garden and 
Thomas Goos, by which they gave a quit-rent of fourpence 
to the priory charged on a tenement at Bush Encl. 
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This is the only deed in which Prior Lydgate is named, 
and he only appears in the court rolls as being fined for a 
trespass by his cattle, for not repairing a fence, and not 
having a ditch secured. Amongst the witnesses to the 
above named deed is J obn Denham, Rector of Canfield, who 
is most probably the John Denham who succeeded Jobn 
Lydgate as Prior. The date of his appointment is uncertain, 
as is the exact time of his resignation, although it was 
before the thirteenth year of King H enry the Sixth, as 
from a deed dated that year, 1434, it appears that Edward 
Canfield was the Prior of Hatfield, and also that John 
Denham the last Prior was alive. 

This deed begins by declaring that Edmund Canfield, 
Prior of Hatfield, observing the sincere devotion to Christ, 
of his dearly beloved fellow monk John Denham, late Prior 
of his monastery, and moved to chaTity by his devout 
prayers, wishing to add grace and glory to his soul and 
body, and an eternal share in all the benefits that may 
be obtained from the ChUTch, as well in life as in death, 
both to him, himself, and to the souls of his father and 
mother. Therefore granted, that in Masses, Matins, R oUTs, 
Prayers, Fasts, W atchings, in corporal disciplines, hos
pitalities, almsgivings, and all other things, pleasing to the 
Lord, and of use in remitting of sins, an increase should be 
made in aid of their eternal ~alvation, that amongst other 
good deeds the said John Denham had given for the honor 
of God, and the relief of the priory, twenty pounds, ten of 
which were to be lent occasionally to the Prior, and ten 
to the monks, for the purchasing of necessaries, provided 
always that such loan should be repaid within a year . It 
was fUTther granted that in every daily mass, the prayer to 
the Holy Ghost-" Dens qui corda tidelium" with a par
ticular addition at the end, and one "Per Dominum" 
should be said for the benefit of the soulR of the said John, 
and of his father and mother ; and that there should be a 
yearly anniversary kept for them with an almsgiving of 
twelve loaves of white bTead and six flagons of the best ale. 

In 1440 Edmund Canfield resigned the priorship, being 
sick and infirm and in the same year, Andrew Mayce was 
elected . to succeed him. He held the office many years. 
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In 1455 John Pyndon, Cooper, and Richard his son released 
all their right and claim to a messuage called Granthams, 
in Hat:field to Prior Andrew, and the convent there, re
serving to themselves a rent of fom shilling8 and two 
capons a year. The Prior and convent undertaking that 
there should annually be held an anniversary for the good 
of the soul of the said John. 

At the court held on St. Dunstan's clay in 1457, it was 
stated that Prior Ancl.rew had in his possession a cart, two 
horses, a bullock, a cow, three pigs, and seven sheep, all 
the property of Edward Haver, a felon, who had killed 
a man at Canfielcl, and had absconded. The Prior was 
ordered to account for these to the Lord of the Manor. 
At the court on St. Simon and St. J ude's day in the same 
year, Prior Anclrew was fined three shillings and fourpence 
for not having the ditch between Taper's mead, and 
Chipping field cleaned out, in consequence of which the 
highway had been flooded. On the same day Richard 
Quyk, the Prior of Lees, was summoned to appear at the 
next court, to answer for a trespass committed by his 
servant John Fish, who had entered a close belonging to 
Prior Andrew at Down Hall, and taken away two horses. 
At the next court Clement Spice, Esq., appeared for the 
Prior of Lees, and made satisfaction for this trespass. 

Anne, Countess of Stafford, Lady of the Manor, had 
formerly granted to Edmtmcl Canfield, then Prior of Hat
field, and to the convent a plot of land adjoining to the 
priory garden at a rent of one penny a year. Prior Andrew 
now came himself to the court, and made a smrender of 
this grant in favour of John Young, Cook, who was ac
cepted as tenant of the land, at a rent of one halfpenny, 
and he immediately did homage for it. 

The exact time of the death of Prior Anclrew does not 
appear, but in 14 71 William Bronclon had succeeded him. 
In that year he granted a lease, as Prior of Hatfi eld, 
to Thomas Mersh, for ninety years of a plot of land at 
Manuden, at a rent of fourpence per annum. This PTior 
is named several times in the court Tolls, and fined, foT 
many tTespasses by his horses, pigs, and cattle, in the Lord 
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Df the Manor's fields, also for not cleaning out ditches, for 
obstructing and diverting a water course, for not keeping 
a footpath in order, and for allowing his servants to go 
with his cart across several fields, where there was not any 
right of road. 

He was also summoned to appear, and to answer the 
complaint of John Hoothorn, in a dispute as to wages ; 
John contending that the Prior owed him twenty-two pence. 
The Prior, on the contrary, maintaining that John had been 
overpaid twelve pence. The roll is imperfect where the 
result of this enquiry would have been found. 

Walter Perci val had by his will left his esta,te called 
Lancasters, to endow a chantry in the Church at Hatfield. 
This intention was carried into effect in the time of Prior 
William Brondon. The full particulars of this will and 
endowment have been already given in the History of 
Hatfield Broad Oak, Vol. I., Part II., page 7 6, new series, 
of the Society's Transactions. 

There are very few deeds from this time to be found in 
which the Priors of Hatfield are named, but there are 
several wills in which legacies are left to the church or 
priory. Some of these are mentioned and extracts from 
them given. 

John Chapman of Stortford, who appears to have been 
a rich man, willed that his body should be buried at Start
ford, and left to the High Altar there three shillings and 
fourpence for tithes "untithed or forgotten," to St. John's 
G uild at Stortford Twenty Pounds, "to yndew a Prest to 
sing in Stortford Church for ever perpetually for the good 
of his soule." A quarter of malt to Hatfield Church, with 
diTection that the person who should succeed to his estates 
should give ten marks for a priest to sing there for a year, 
for th<:} good of his soul and the souls of his parents. He 
directed also that his executors were every year to bestow 
on "pore pepille," as long as they had any of his property 
in their hands, " one barelle of whighte herynge and one 
cade of Red herynge.'' .After leaving several legacies, he 
directed his executors after payment of debts and legacies, 
to lay out the residue of his goods in " Masses, mending 

V 
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highways, and almesse dedis," "doynge as they wolde y 
dede for ther sowlis, and all crystyn sowlis, and as they 
will answere afore Allmyghtye God at the day of Dome.'' 

There are two wills made by the same man, and dated on 
the same day. They begin exactly alike, viz.: 

" The last will of Thomas Dowshede of Hatfield, dated 
the 18th of March, 1484." By one he left to Rose his 
wife, his houses and land for her life, and after her death to 
his son Robert Dowshede, and his heirs for ever. Robert 
to pay different sums to his brothers and sisters. By the 
other will he left the whole of his personalty, excepting the 
household goods and three sums of three and four pence 
eac:h, to the Church, and charged his son Robert to find 
every year a wax candle to bum before the image of the 
Holy Trinity. 

John Bed well, the next Prior, was elected on the 12th 
of May, 1489, and held the office till 1501. His name is 
found in two deeds, both leases, one is dated 4th of 
September, in the 12th year of Henry the Seventh, is to 
John Peckeryng, Tanner, of a messuage, &c., at Longbridge 
for ninety-nine years, at a rent of seven shillings, Peckeryng 
binding himself to put and keep in repair all the buildings 
namely, a house consisting of a hall with a chimney at the 
east end, and a kitchen at the west, and another house at 
the side of the brook. Pickeryng to have a water right. 

The other lease is dated on the Nativity of om Blessed 
Lady, in the thirteenth year of Henry the Seventh, and by 
it a pasture, part of sheepcote field, is let to John and 
Edward Noke, Cordwainers, at Hatfield, for ninety-nine 
years, at a rent of two shillings and eightpence. 

Of the next Prior, Richard Haver, nothing is known ex
cepting the time of his election in 1502, and of his resigna
tion in 1508. His name is not in any deed, neither is there 
any WTiting dated in his time excepting the will of William 
StTete, butcher of Hatfield, in which he left six shillings 
and eight pence to the Prior and convent. Tlu:ee shillings 
and fourpence to · the high altar for tithes and offerings 
forgotten, and six shillings and eightpence towards the 
building of the parish Church. His tenement he left to 
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his wife Margaret for her life, and directed it to be sold 
after her death, and the money received for it to be dis
tributed in alms; namely, in repairing Churches, and 
keeping them in order; in mending bad roads, and bestow
ing portions on young women. This legacy of six shillings 
and eightpence appears to have been the very last gift 
made to the Priory of Hatfield Regis. 

On Richard Haver's resignation JohnAsshleywas elected 
Prior on the 21st of June, 1518. There is a release from 
him dated the 20th of July, in the fourteenth year of King 
Henry the Eighth, 1522. By it all right and claim the 
Priory had or could have in a tenement in Mosebrooke 
street, with a garden adjoining was given up to John 
W ask et, :\1 argery his wife, and others. To this deed John 
Assheley put his signature thus, "pme J ohm " Assheley 
Priorem," and this is the only instance in the whole mass 
of papers where the writing of a Prior is to be found. 
Edmund Sudbury was the next Prior, but there is no deed 
to be met with either to or from him, and the only paper 
in which his name is mentioned is the examination of the 
woman, Joan Nicholl, already given in the history of Hat
field Broadoak, Vol. I. Part II. page 69, new series, of the 
Society's Transactions. Prior Sudbury was succeeded by 
Richard Hondon, who was the last Prior, and who on the 
8th of July, 1534, surrendered the Priory and all its pos
sessions to the King's Commissioners, there then being nine 
Monks. 

The value was, according to Dugdale, £122 13s. 2-kd. 
per annum ; but according to Speed it was £157 3s. 2-kd. 

The lands belonging to Hatfield Priory at the t ime of the 
dissolution, are stated to have been as follows:-

In the parish of Hatfield-
The house with its site and appertenances; Taper's mead 

of four acres; south mead five acres ; Sheepcote field ten 
acres ; Brickhill close five acres ; Eastland and W atchfield 
eighteen acres; Calsfield sixteen acres; and Manwood 
twenty acres. 

They had also the manor called Priors, with the demesne, 
Shipton's garden, and Sheephouse yard, Coldwell, Bone-
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house and Maidwell crofts, Sewall or Sewhalls, Smyths, 
Casses, Granthams, Boults and Gorells ( Quere crofts). Also 
Down Hall, Bushes in Bush End, and the greater part of 
the tithes. 

They had also in Essex, the rectories or gimpropriate 
tithes of Great Canfield, Thundersley, Bumpstead H elion, 
Manuden and Farnham, besides portions of the tithes of 
IDting and Sible Hedingham. 

In Cambridgeshire, the rectory of Great .Abington, the 
manor of Fulborne, portions of the tithes of Horseheath~ 
Castle Camps and Shudy Camps, with messuages and lands 
in the two latter parishes, also half a knight's fee in Babra
ham. 

In Suffolk, the manor of vVesterfield, the rectory and 
lands in Silverley part of the tithes together with a 
messuage and lands at Burgate, and in Buckinghamshire 
the manor of Stapleton. 

The site of the monastery remained in the possession of 
the court of augmentations until the year 1544, when it 
together with some of the lands was purchased by Thomas 
N oke. The receipt for the last portion of the purchase 
money is extant, signed E. North, 8th May, 1544. 

Sir Thomas Barrington bought the site from N oke as 
mentioned in the history of the Barrington family Vol. II., 
Part I., page 11., New Series of the Society's Transactions. 

The tithes and presentation to the vicarage were granted 
by King Henry the Eighth to Trinity College, Cambridge, 
in whose possession they still remain. 

The priory stood to the north of the present parish 
chmch (described in Vol. I., Part II., page 82, New Series 
of the Society's transactions) but of the conventual buildings 
not one atom is remaining, there are a few irregularities 
in the ground and the foundations of brickwalls, but 
nothing to shew either the size or plan of the whole .. 



RECORDS RELATING TO THE GUILD OR 
FRATERNITY OF JESUS IN PRITTLEWELL. 

CoNTRIBUTED BY J . A. SPARVEL-BAYLY, F.S.A. 

With Introduction and Notes BY H . W . KING. 

One object which the Society has specially in view in 
holding meetings periodically in different parts of the 
county, is that of eliciting historical information relating 
to the district selected for visitation. 

In August, 1879, the Annual Meeting was held in the 
Hundred of Roch£ord, when the Society visited the 
Church of Prittlewell, in which is included the Chapel 
of the Guild of Jesus, anciently belonging to the town. 
This has led Mr. Sparvel-Bayly to search out and contribute 
to our Transactions some records relating to the foundation 
and ultimate dissolution of the Fraternity; and, with his 
permission, I have written these introductory remarks 
comprising some additional evidence from my own col
lections, and supplied occasional notes in further elucidation 
of its history. 

Although it . has been stated by our Essex Historians, 
from the time of Dr. Salmon, that certain lands were put in 
feoffment in the reign of Edward IV., for the purpose of 
establishing this Guild, the date of the Royal Licence for 
its foundation had not previously been given, viz. 7th May, 
17 Edward IV., answering to A.D. 1478. It is certain, 
however, that the Guild had been formed some ten years 
before, at the latest, but being, no doubt, at first dependent 
upon the voluntary contributions of its members, the 
Royal Licence was not required, nor until its members or 
benefactors had endowed it with land, which, by the 
statutes of Mortmain, could not be held without the King's 
consent ; nor was that given until after the issue of an Ad 
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quod damnum writ, upon which a jury was summoned to 
enquire whether the donation would be injurious to the 
rights of the crown ; and, if after due investigation, they 
returned" Non est ad damnumDorniniRegis et siRex concessit, 
9-"c., g-c.,'' the Royal Licence was commonly granted. No 
lands, however, which were held of the King in capite 
could be bestowed for religious and charitable endowments. 

The lands held by this Guild at the time of the dissolu
tion, are described as a tenement and 60 acres of arable 
and pasture called Reynoldes, in the parish of Shopland, . 
given by a certain Reynoldes ; and a parcel of land in 
North Shoe bury, called Palgraves, containing by estimation 
12 acres. 

I have failed, at pre.3ent, to discover the actual donor,* 
and date of gift of Reynoldes' lands ; but the parcel called 
Palgraves was acquired by the bequest of John Quyk, the 
elder, of Berloncls, near Prittlewell, Gentleman, contained 
in his will, dated 29th of June, and proved 24th of July, 
1469. I have, on a previous occasion, quoted from this 
will in proof of the date of erection of the church tower, to 
which work he was a benefactor. The document is rather 
long and in very contracted Latin. Reserving it therefore 
for publication in its integrity from the original text, in 
another series of papers, I translate here as much of it as 
relates to this foundation :-

"Also I will that all my feoffees who stand enfeoffed to my use of 
and in one croft called Palgraves, containing· by estimation xiiij acr es 
of land t whether more or less, with its appurtenances, in the said 
county of Essex, make, or cause to be made thence a sufficient estate 
in law to xvj discreet and honest men, to be had and held to them and 
to their heirs and assigns for ever, with this intention, that the whole 
sum of money coming thence annually, may remain wholly to the 
fraternity of Jesus, founded in the Church of Prittlewell aforesaid, 
that they, as soon as they are able after my decease, the royal assent 

* There is no doubt that he was of a family resident in Shopland, for Mr. Philip 
Ben ton , of Wal<ering Hall, has in his possession a fine in which Thomas Reynolds of 
Shopland, Gentleman, is plaintiff, and Robert Pach, of Hackle, and Alice his wife, 
deforciants, fo r 20 acres of land in Shopland, bought by the said Iteynolds for 100 
shillings. It is dated in Easter Term, 6th of King Henry, with the unusual omission 
of the succesional number, but is probably the reign of Henry Vlii. 

tIt will be noticed that in the time of Hen. VIII. and Edwd. VI., the quantity 
is reduced, by estimation, to 12 acres. 
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being :first obtained, lawfully amortize the said croft with appur
tenances, to the use of the fraternity aforesaid, for ever, that the 
brethrJn and sisters of the same fraternity may specially pray for my 
soul and the souls of my friends and all the faithful departed, for all 
time." 

The Guild at Prittlewell was one which comes under the 
denomination of Religious (or Social) Guilds, which were 
of very ancient origin, and exceedingly numerous in Eng
land and throughout the catholic countries of E urope. It 
is not in the least probable that its statutes exist. All 
that we actually know of it, is, that it had a Guild House in 
the town for the meeting of its members and the transaction 
of business ; that it maintained a chaplain who celebrated 
Divine Service daily at the Altar of S. Mary in the Parish 
Church, and who had also charge of the education of the 
youth of the parish ; and by the usual constitutions of such 
Societies the members performed various other religious 
and charitable offices.-ll~ What the objects of such associa-

* It is, I think, an ascertained fact that many Guild and Chantry P1·iests hnd 
chambers or lodgings either within or attached to the Church ; and I pointed out, on 
the occasion of our meeting i n 1879, a row of stone corbels and weathering, on the 
south side of the tower at Prittlewell, indicating the former existence of a roof, and 
consequen tly of a room in the churchyard against the west end of the south aisle, to 
which there was access by a pointed doorway. I venture to suggest, unless evidence 
of other use can be furnished,-as e.g., that it was a muniment room-that here was, 
probably, the Guild Priest's apartment, or perhaps hi& schoolroom. 

The J esus Chapel , situate at the east end of the aisle, is spacious, measuring 
24ft. lOin. by 19ft. 3m. and is separated from the chancel by two arches. The east 
window consists of four lights under a flattened arch, the head fi ll erl with mullioned 
tracery ; and there are two triple ligh t perpendicular windows upon the south. 

The following description of a chapel under the same invocation in Me! ford Church, 
Suffolk, as it existed before the Reformation may perhaps enable us to understand the 
internal character of this . . It occurs in a MS . descript ion of the church and the 
ceremonies anciently observed there, written by Roger Martin of Melford, a fentleman 
who survived the Reformation and died in 1580, and is entitied, "The state of Melford 
Church and of our Ladie's Cbappell, as I did know it." - . . . "There was also 
in my Ile, called J esus Ile, at the baek of the Altar, a table with a crucifix on it, with 
the two thieves banging, on every side one, which is in my house decayed, and the 
same I ho pe my heires will repaire and restore again, one day. There was also two 
fair gilt tabernacles, from the ground up to the roofe, with a faire Image of Jesus, in 
the tabernacle at the north end of the altar, holding a round bawle in his hand, 
signifyin ", I think, that he containetb the whole round world; and in the tabernade 
at the so~th end, there was a fair image of our Bless~d Lady having the afllicted budy 
of her dear S,on in her lapp, the tears, as it were , running down pittifully upon hL·r 
beautiful cheeks, as i t seemed; bedewing the said sweet body of her Son, and therefore 
named The Image of our L ady of Pity." Gent.'s jkfag., Sept., 1830, p. 206 (from a 
17th century transcript of the original MS.). 

That there was a statue of our Lady of Pity in Prittlewell Church is proved by an 
extract from the will of Agnes Frye which I have placed in a note on page 150; and 
William Fuller of Prittlewell by will dated in 1524, ordered the tabernacle of our Lady 
in Jesus aisle to be gilt at his cost. (Trans. Essex A rch. Soc., Vol. I.,p. 162, N.S.) 
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tions were, may be gathered from the learned work on 
English Guilds, by the late Toulmin Smith, Esq., which, by 
his painstaking and learned researches, contains the original 
ordinances of more than one hundred English Guilds.* 
These objects may, however, be stated generally by the 
citation of one paragraph from the very learned and 
elaborate essay by Dr. Lujo Brentano, prefixed to the work, 
in which they are briefly summarized. ''But as Hincmar has 
pointed out, the ' obsequium 1·elz'gionis ' included not only 
devotions and orisons, but also every exercise of christian 
charity, and therefore, above all things, mutual assistance 
of the Guild-brothers in every exigency, especially in old 
age, in sickness, in cases of impoverishment-if not brought 
on by their own folly-and of wrongful imprisonment, in 
loses by fire, water or shipwreck, and by loans, provision 
of work and, lastly, the burial of the dead. It included, 
further, the assistance of the poor and sick, and the visita
tion and comfort of prisoners not belonging to the Guild. 
And, as in the Middle Ages, instruction and education were 
entirely supplied by the Church, and were considered a 
religious duty, we find among the objeots of religious 
Guilds also the aid of poor scholars, the maintenance of 
schools, and the payment of schoolmasters." 

This general statement is amply borne out by a perusal 
of the Statutes and Ordinances of the Guilds; but such 
b nevolence weighed as nothing against the cruelty and 
rapacity of King Edward VI., his statesmen, courtiers, 
and the prelates of his time. Under the miserable pretext of 
the application of the endowments to " superstitious uses," 
an Act of Parliament was easily procmecl for the confis
cation of all the property of these religious and charitable 
institutions, to the king's use-or rather his exigences. All 
the, literally, Provident Societies in the kingdom were 
broken up- populous parishes were deprived of many 
hundreds of endowed assistant clergy- chapels of ease for 

*English Guilds, Edited with Notes, hy the late Toulmin Smith, Esq., with an 
Introduction and Notes by his daughter, Lucy Toulmin Smith, and a preliminary Essay 
on the H istory and Developm ent of Guilds by Dr. Lujo Brentano. Publications of the 
Early English Text Suciety. 1870 . 
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outlying districts were almost universally demolished-and 
a very large number of parochial schools permanently ex
tinguished. Only in England did such wholesale confisca
tion for private personal uses take place ; for as the same 
writer elsewhere observes, "The Reformation shook the 
whole system of Guilds to its foundation ; and this was 
especially the case with the religious Guilds of the laity, 
and the Guilds of the Kalendars.'A' 'In England,' says 
Madox, 'these religious Guilds have been judged to be 
founded in superstition;' and it was the same in all the 
countries in which the Reformation gained ground. The 
Guilds were therefore abolished in all Protestant countries; 
but not on the Continent as in England, in favour of the 
private purse of the king and his courtiers ; on the contrary, 
we see in Northern Germany, and in Denmark, the property 
and income of these Guilds delivered, everywhere, according 
to the intention of the founders, to the common treasure 
for the poor, to poor houses, hospitals, and schools." 

It will be observed that Reynoldes' lands are described 
in the Certificates of Chantries as in Shopland ; in the Grant 
by Edward VI., as in Shopland and Prittlewell, lying in 
both parishes, and are often described, indifferently, as in 
one or the other, or in both. Palgrave's land is estimated 
by the donor at 14 acres; in the Grant at the dissolution 
the quantity is reduced to 12 acres. 

Neither parcel is of sufficient importance to find a place 
in county history, or to render it necessary to bestow any 
special research in endeavouring to trace its subsequent 
descent. Reynoldes in 1544, was in the tenure of Thomas 
Cocke of Prittlewell, Yeoman of the Guard to King Henry 
VIII., as lessee of the Guild. One of his ancestors, of the 
same name, was one of the original feo:ffees. In this family, 
either as lessees or owners, it appears to have continued for 
some time. Thomas Cocke who died in 1545, gave it, by 
will, to his nephew John, son of his brother Richard Cocke, 

* These were Guilds of the Clergy, which, from their meeting-day on the Kalends 
of each month, were so named. They were instituted for religious objects, conferences 
on ecclesiastical affairs, deliberations on the in terests of the memb~rs, and also for 
charitable uses. A few laymen were sometimes admitted, but these were in a sub
ordinate position. 

w 
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with remainder to Ro bert and William, two other sons of 
his said brother, in succession. John, who was a minor, at 
the date of his uncle's will, succeeded. He married 
Elizabeth, one of the daughters of Thomas, Lord Went
worth, Chamberlain to Edward VI., and by will, dated 12th 
Dec., 1574, gave to his wife his tenement and farm called 
Reynolds, in Shopland, with (among other property) lands. 
called Jesus Hampstalls, for her life, with remainder to 
his sons Richard and John. From the name, the latter 
probably represents that portion of Reynoldes' lands lying 
within Prittlewell. It appears certain that, at the date of 
the Grant, these lands were in the tenure of John Cocke, 
nephew and devisee of Thomas, therein named*. 

William Barrows, at the time of his death, in 1650, had 
a messuage and lands in Prittlewell, called Hampstalls, 
which he had purchased of Sir Edward Bush; and another 
parcel called Hampstalls, in the same parish, bought of 
William Wakelinge. This latter parcel passed in 1680 as 
"certain :fields in Prittlewell called Jesus Hampstalls." I 
find nothing further relating to Palgraves beyond the fact 
that John Stevens of Southchurch held the lease of it at 
his death in 1560. 

H.W.K. 

From Patent Roll, 17 Edwd. lVth, P. 1, M. 16. 

The King to all to whom, &c., Greeting, Know ye that we have 
lately understood that certain of our faithful lieges of the Parish of 
Pritwell, in the County of Essex, being led and excited by a spirit of 
devotion to the love of the name of Jesus, have devotedlv commenced 
a certain Fraternity or Guild among themselves, both of themselves 

* This Thomas Cocke, as appears by his will, had some time he fore purchased of the 
Fraternity a house and garden in Prittlewell, and they were then indeb ted to him 
£ 8 I Os. which he ordered his executors to receive of them, and at the same time 
bestow five marks in table cloths and other necessaries for their feasts . · 
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and of others desiring to b e of that Fraternity or Guild, and with the 
aid above all of God and our Lord Jesus Christ, and our licence in this 
behalf having been r equested, obtained and had, have proposed to 
continue the same Fraternity; [and] on behalf of our same lieges it 
has been most humbly supplicated to us that for the due foundation 
and establishment of the same Fraternity or Guild, we would deign to 
grant our licence in this beh alf. W e, assenting to the same applica
tion, of our special grace, and especially that we may subsequently 
b ecome par ticipators in so pious a work, have granted and given 
licence, and by these presents do give and grant for us and our h eirs, 
as much as in us is, to our beloved Thomas Montegomery, Knight,* 
.and to J ohn Lucas, Clerk ,"!" Thomas Bay an, Robert Plomer, Thomas 
Cok, of P ritwell, Thomas E ston, John H acche, Robert Swete,:j: John 
Broke, J ohn Frye,§ Robert Thomson, Richard Kyrkeby, William 
Shethe, 11 Thomas W edde, Thomas Castelyn, Stephen Spoty 11, H enry 

~' Sir Thomas Montgomery of Faulkbourne H all, does not appear to have had any 
connection by property, or otherwise, with Prittlewell; but he was one of the most 
eminent men of his time, and bred from his infancy in the court of K ing Henry VI., 
by whom he was greatly advaneed, and "having," says ]\'[orant , '·the art of adapting 
himself to all changes, he became one of the greatest favourites and of the cabinet of 
King Edwarrl I V." Hence the insertion of his name. See his will i n Trans. E ssex 
A rclt. Soc. , Vol. III. , p. 168. K . 

t John Lucas, Vicar of Prittl ewell, 3rd June, 1475, died 14th of J anuary, 1477-8, 
four months before the date of this document in which his name is included. W eever 
has preserved his monumental inscription. Hie j ocet Magister J obannes Lucas, 
Theologie Baccalaureus, quondam Vicarius istius E cclesie Parochialis, qui ob. J 6 J an. 
1477. Cujus anime, &c. He died in the historical year 1478. K. 

t Robert Swete was an opulent yeoman. His will, writ ten in Latin, was dated 
and proved in 1493. Translation printed in Mr. Ben ton's Hist. of Rocliford Hund1·ed. 
H e left three suns, William, Robert, and J ohn, and a daughter, Johanna. J ohn Swete 
is described in 1509 as of Milton in Prittlewell. K . 

§ Agnes Frye of Puttenhith (Putney) Co. Surrey, widow, by will dated 29th Sept. , 
1501 , and proved 12th May, 1502, desil:ed to be buried in the churchyard of our Lady 
of Puttenhith ; and made the following bequests to the Church , the Priory, and the 
J esus Guild in Prittlewell, to which place her will chiefly relates :- " I bequeith to the 
high aut' of Prickiwell for my tithes negligently forgotten, vj •· viijd · Also I bequeith 
to the light of our lady of petie in the same thurch xijd· Itm. I bequeithe to the 
ault' of lbu in the same church a playn table cloth conteynyng iij yards, and the best 
shete that I have, and a to" ·ell, Also I bequeith to the same church a playn towell 
conteynyng xj yerds, Also I bequeith to the high auter of the priory there a t R!Jle 
cloth of diap' and my best brasse pott, Also I bequeith to the brotherhod of lhu in the 
same town my seconde brasse pot . • . . and mentions the best cou'let [of a bed] 
which I bequeith to the use of th e church of Pryckewell. Also l bequeith 
to the gild of lhu in the said town of Prickewell halff a doss' peut' vessells. Also I 
will that my house that I dwell in be sold and x marc of the money therof comyng, be 
gevyn to the chmch of Prykewell toward the rep' acion of the same at all times as shall 
nede." It was at this date that ~xtensive rebuilding was being carried on, and the 
Jesus Chapel or Aisle in comse of reconstruction. Vz'de Vol. I. p. 161 Trans. Essex 
Anh . .Soc. Agnes Frye is an addition to the names of benefactors there mentioned. K . 

1J John Scheth of Prittlewell in a will, dated in 1500 and proved in 1502 mentions 
his son N icholas, ancl daughter M argaret, appoints J ohan his wife executrix and 
William Schetcb of Prittlewell, overseer. One Thomas Shethe occurs as witness to a. 
will in Althome in 1522. K. 
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Spotell,"-' Richard Tylewerth, and John Sterlyng, that they, or any of 
them who shall survive, shall be able to make, found, erect, ordain, 
and establish,to the honour, glory and exaltation of the most sweet 
name of J esus, to whom is duly bowed every knee of celestial, ter
restrial and infernal [beings], a certain perpetual Fraternity or Guild 
of one Master and two Wardens, persons ecclesiabtical or secular, and 
other persons of either sex whomsoever, desiring to be of that Frater
nity or Guild, at present admitted or henceforth for ever to be admitted 
Brethren and Sisters of the same Fraternity or Guild, in the Parish 
Church of the Blessed Mary of Pritwell in the County of Essex, to 
endure for all future times ; And that the same Master and W ardens 
and Brethren and Sister s, shall be able to augment the same Fraternity 
or Guild, as often as and whenever it shall hereafter seem to them 
n ecessary and opportune ; and every year on the feast of Corpus Christi 
or within the Octaves of the same, they shall be able to elect and make 
from themselves one Master and two Wardens to support the burdens 
of the affairs touching or concerning the said Fraternity or Guild, and 
to rule and govern the same Fraternity or Guild. 

Then follow the usual clauses as to incorporation and a 
common seal, and their ability to acquire lands, etc. 

And that the same Master and Wardens and their successors for ever 
shall be able to plead and be impleaded by the name of the Master 
and Wardens of the Fraternity or Guild of J esus of Pritwell in the 
County of Essex, &c. 

Power given to make statutes and ordinances, and " to use cloth of 
one suit of vesture, or the badge ( signo) of one suit." And to hold a 
meeting (conv=conventiculum ?) to !=lat and drink in a fitting place in 
the town of Pritwell every year. 

Licence granted to acquire possession (not held of the King in chief) 
to the yearly value of ten marks, for the exhibition and support of one 

* This name occurs in Prittlewell and occasionally in adjacent parishes, from this 
date down to the middle of the 17th century, and, perhaps, later, in every conceivable 
form of spelling, as Spotell , Spotyll, Spottell, Spodell, Spuddill, Spudull, Sputelle, 
Sputtle, Spuddle, &c. ; and we find certain small property in Prittlewell passing under 
the name of Spodles. William Spodell of Milton in P rittlewell, in 1G04, gave 20s. to 
the Guild of Jesus. William Otwell Butler, Esq., of Calais, in his will, dated in 1508, 
mentions one of this name in the adjoining parish of Leigh, in the following passage, 
".A.lso I have the half of a ship named the Seynt John of Caleis, that Sir Gilbert 
Talbot deputie of Caleis and I, bought, which ys lying at London, orells upon her 
viage southward , by the grace of God, Robert Spoddyll being maist.er of the said ship, 
dwelling at Lee in Essex." Sir Gilbert Talbot is the distinguished person, who, on 
the landing of the Earl of Richmond, met him with the whole power of his nephew, 
the young Earl of Shrewsbury, and had command of the right wing of the army at 
Bosworth field, where he was knighted, having received several wounds. He was 
afterwru:ds created a Knight Banneret; became Deputy of Calais, 1496; was created 
Knight of the Garter in 1504, and died 19th· Sept., 1517. In two charters in my 
possession, relating to property in Leigh, dated respectively, 1579, and 1608, the name 
of this 'Robert Spodell' occurs in the recital of the names of · earlier owners of one of 
the abutting tenements, all " standing upon the King's Highway leading from Leigh 
Church towards Hadleigh;" where now neither houses nor King' s Highway e:ust . K. 
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Chaplain to perform Divine service daily in the Church of Pritwell at 
the altar of Saint Mary there, for the good estate of the King and his 
Consort Queen E lizabeth, while they live, and for their souls after 
their deaths, and for the souls of all the faithful departed ; and for the 
support and performance of other charges according to the said 
Master, Wardens, Brethren, and Sisters. 

Dated at Westminster 7th May. 
"By writ of Privy Seal and of the date, &c., and for Twenty-one 

pounds paid in the Hanaper. 

From Valor E cclesias#cus, I., 44 7. 

27, Henry 8th. 
Priory of Prittwell- its yearly value and Tenths. 
Vicarage of Prittwell- do. do. 
Chantry in Prittwell--worth yearly £6 13s, 4d. 

The tenths thereof 13s. 4d . 

From Certificates of Chantries, Essex, Roll 19, No. 1. Names 0f 
Chantries, Hospitals, Fraternities, &c. 

(No date) But the Commission is dated 37th Henry VIII. 

'' Prittelwell-
The Fraternity or Guild of Jesus there. Founded tu find a priest 

for ever by license of King Edward the Fourth. 
The said Fraternity or Guild was founded [within J the parish 

Church of Prittelwell. 
And is worth by year £9 7s. 4d.; 

whereof-
For rents resolute-37' · 7d·( 50,. [ll d.] 
l!'or the tenths - 13' · 4d· l 

And so rem[ aineth J clare 51. 19•· 5d. 
The jewels 0 . . . . chattels belonging to the said fraternity 

or Guild [do appear in a] pair [of] Indentures the[reof made.]" 

The original is much defaced. 

From Certificates of Chantries, Essex. Roll 20, No. 1. 

Certificates of the Commissioners appointed for the Survey of 
Colleges, Chantries, Gilds, &c. : dissolved by Act of Parl. 1 Edw. VI., 
according to the King's Commission and Instructions, dated 14th Feb., 
2 Eclw. VI. 

Pritwell. 
" Lands and tenements in Pritwell-
" Put in feoffment hy two Wardens, one Master and one Priest, and 

certain Bretherne, and Sisterne there, to divers persons, to find a 
Priest called J esus Priest there for ever, by licence of King Edward 
the Fourth. 

And one Sir William Rowbothum, clerk, of the age of 52 years, of 
honest conversation, and teacheth a school there, having none other 
living, is now Incumbent thereof. 
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The said town is a populous Town, having in it 300 houseling 
people. 

The said Priest singeth within the said church of Pritilwell. 
The yearly value of the same amounteth to the sum of 7'· 14' · ;* 

whereof in-
R ent r esolute to divers Lords by there 23' · 1 '1• 

And so remaineth clear to the King's Majesty's use, 61. 14'· 3d· 
The value of the plate, jewels, and other implements, viz.-

One chalice poysaunt 10 oz., the oz. at -; 10 oz. 
Four scochins of silver poysaunt 2 oz. ; the oz. at -; 
Item 24 spoons of silver, poysaunt 20t oz. ; the oz. at - ; 
One seal of silver poysaunt 2 oz. the oz. at - ; 
Item. 2 maser s of silver poysaunt without the wood 12 oz. 

the oz. at -. 

2 oz. 
~Of,~ oz. 

2 oz. 

12 oz. 

[Total] 46-§- oz. 

Divers other implements prised together at 41
• 5'· 2d. 

F rom "Certificates of Chantries," Essex, Holl 30, No. 1. 

E ssex.·- Declaration of all and sing·ular lands tenements and other 
possessions of the Lord the King appertaining or belonging to the 
late dissolved Colleges, Chantries, free Chapels, Fraternities, Guilds, 
and Stipendiaries lying and being in the county aforesaid. 

The Guild or Fraternity in Prittwell (sold to the Lord Chancellor) 
is worth in :- The r ent of one Tenement there and 60 acres of 
arable land and pasture called Reinoldes, lying and being in the 
parish and :fields of Shopeland, given by a certain- Reynoldes, in 
the tenure and occupation of a certain 'l'homas Cocke, by indenture 
bearing date in the 31st year of the reign of the late King Henry the 
Eighth, for a term of 50 years, rendering· therefor yearly 61 13'· 4d . 

The rent of one parcel of land there lying and being in the parish 
and fields of Northshobery called Palgraves containing by estimation 
12 acres, by ihe year. . . . . . . . . . . . . · 24'· 

Reprises in 
[Total] 7'· 17'· 4d. 

Rent r esolute to Richard Riche, Knight, Lord Riche and Lord 
Chancellor of England for the aforesaid tenement called Reinoldes 
and lands to the same appertaining as to his Manor of Siichurche 
by the year. 13d. 

Rent resolute to W illiam Hru:ris, Esquire, for the tenement and 
lands aforesaid as to his Manor of Shopeland by the year . 21 •· 

Rent r esolute to Richard Riche, Knight, Lord Riche and Lord 
Chancellor of England for lands called Palgraves, as to his Manor 
of Succhurch by the year 12d· 

29th day of November. 
[Total] 23' · 2d. 

* Or 18'· (?) but neither correspond with the total. 
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William Rowbothum late Incumbent, 
examined, deposeth that he had always ten marks by the year to him 
paid by the hands of wardens, and therefore can declare nothing . 

P er me W illn1 Robothum. 

From "Particulars for Grants," Edw. VI. 

Request by W alter Farre and Ralph Standisshe of London, "gent," 
dated 11th July 2 Edw. VI., to purchase certain properties, among 
others- The Guild or Fraternity in Prittwell. 

From "Patent Roll," 2 Edw. VI., p. 6, m. 12. 

Grant, for 8211. ll'· gd. to Waiter Farre and Ralph Standysshe, of 
London, gentlemen, of the Chantry of Hatfeld Broodeok, and various 
l ands thereto lately belonging· ; alsn mesRuages and lands in W altham 
Magna and Bromfeld; also lands in F elsted, lately belonging to the 
Chantry of Stebbing; also of St. Nicholas free chapel in Sheryng, 
with its l ands also of the late free Chapel or Chantry in Bursted 
Magna. otherwise called the Chantry of Billerica. And of " all that 
late Gild or Fraternity in Prittwell, with its appurtenances, in our 
County of Essex, now dissolved; and all the site ambit circuit and 
precint of the same late gild or F raternity in Prytwell, aforesaid; 
And also all our houses, buildings, barns, gardens, yards, lands and 
soil whatsoever to the same l ate Gild or Fraternity in P ritwell aforesaid 
adjacent, belonging, or appertaining; And also all that our messuage 
or tenement, and all those our arable pastures and l ands called Rey
noldes, containing by estimation sixty acres, with appurtenances, now 
or late in the tenure or occupation of Thomas Cocke or his assigns, 
situate, lying and being in the parish and fields of Pritylwell and 
Shopelande in the said County of E ssex, or elsewhere in the same 
County, to the said late Gild. or Fraternity in Pritwell afor esaid 
for merly belonging and appertaining, and lately being· parcel of the 
possessions thereof ; And all that our parcel of land called Palgraves 
containing by estimation twelve acres with appurtenances lying and 
being in the parish and fields of Northeshobery or elsewhere in the 
said County to the said late Gild or Fraternity in Pritwell aforesaid 
formerly belonging and appertaining and lately being parcel of the 
possessions thereof. And all other nur messuages, lands, tenements, 
meadows, feedings, pastures, commons, woods, underwoods, rents, 
reversions, services, liberties, and hereditaments whatsoever with 
appurtenances in the said County of Essex and elsewhere wheresoever 
to the said late Gild or Fraternity in P ritwell afor esaid belonging·, 
appurtenant, united or annexed, or as parcel of the po~sessions or 
r evenues of the same late Gild or Fraternity heretofore being had, 
known, accepted, used or r eputed. in as ample manner 
as any \Vardens, Masters, or Governors of the same late Gild or 
F raternity ever had, held, or enjoyed the premises, and in as ample 
manner as they came to the King's hands by the Act of 1 Edw. VI. 
for the dissolution of Ohantries, &c. Excepting and reserving to the 
King all bells and lead being or remaining in or upon the said chantries, 
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free chapels, and fraternities, and the advowsons of all chUl'ch es 
belonging to the said free chapels and other the premises." 

The messuage or tenement, lands, meadows, pastures, and other 
the premises belonging to the said late frat ernity or Gild in Pritwell, 
and being in the tenme of the said Thomas Uocke as is aforesaid, are 
now extended at the clear yearly value of five pounds, eleven shillings 
and three pence. And the said lands called Palgraves inN orthshobery 
are extended at the clear yearly value of 25' · 6ct . . " To have 
hold and enjoy all the premises" (with certain exceptions) to the said 
Walter Farre and Ralph Standysshe, their heirs and assigns for ever. 
To hold o~ the King, his heirs and successors as of his manor of 
W ansted, in the said county of Essex by fealty only, in free socage, 
and not in chief. And to hold the premises excepted above, including 
the said messuage or tenement and other the premises in Shopeland 
in the tenure of the said Thomas Oocke, of the King in chief, by the 
service of a fortieth part of one Knight's fee; with all the issues 
of the premises from Easter last. The King covenants to save the 
grantees and the premises harmless from all corrodies, rents, fees, 
annuities, pensions, portions, and sums of money and chai·ges, issuing 
or payable out of the premises, or charged thereon, except from 
demises and grants for term of life or years upon which any ancient 
rent is reserved, and covenants therein contained, and except from 
certain r ents, specified. Among oth ers, a certain yearly r ent of 13d· 
issuing from part of the premises in Pritwell aud Shopeland ; and 
payable to Richard Riche, Knight, Lord Riche and his heirs as to his 
Manor of SouthchUl'che; and a yearly rent of 2 1 •·, issuing from part 
of the premises in Pritilwell and Shopeland and payable to William 
Harris Esquire and his heirs, as to his Manor of Shopelond; and a 
yearly rent of 12d·, issuing from the said lands called Palgraves, and 
payable to the said Lord Ricbe and his heirs as to his manor of 
Southchurche. 

From the above extracts it will be seen that N ewcomt 
is wrong, when, in his "Repertorium," under the head of 
Prittlewell, he says - " Here was likewise a Messuage 
call'd Reynolds, which belong'd to a Chantry in Hatjietd
R egis, and granted to W alter Far, and Halph Staisclish, in 
2. Edw. VI. in capite." 

The site of the Guild-house of the confraternity of Jesus, 
in Prittlewell, was that whereon is a house now used as a 
bem·shop, standing on the south side of the road, opposite 
the Churchyard gate. This house is stated by our associate 
Mr. P . Benton, in his History of Rochlord Hundred, to 
have been termed in a deed dated 1799, Jesus Hall. 

JOHN A. SPARVEL-BAYLY, F.S.A. 



INVENTORIES OF CHURCH GOODS, 6TH EDW. VI. 

By H. w. KING . 

.AFTER a long interval I have been able to continue the 
transcription of the Inventories of Church Goods, and now 
present those for the Hundred of Chafford. 

Having in Vol. IV. p. 197 of the Society's Transactions 
written an introductory paper on the origin, object and 
effects of the Commission for the Survey of Church Goods, 
and appended thereto deseriptive notes on the vestments 
and sacred utensils commonly mentioned in the inventories, 
as well as copiously annotated the documents themselves, 
very few notes would have been required now, had I been 
able to complete the work I had undertaken, within a 
shorter period; but ten years having elapsed since the 
first portion was printed, and five since the last was issued, 
more frequent footnotes than I should otherwise have 
considered necessary have been added to the present series, 
for the sake of some readers to whom, under the obscure 
and variable forms of spelling, many words would perhaps 
be unintelligible. This has led to some unavoidable 
repetitions. Those who may desire fuller information 
on the subject, or on the various articles and appliances 
enumerated, I may be allowed to refer to the original 
introduction and the authorities there cited. 

The inventories for the parishes comprised in this 
Hundred are complete, and only a few have suffered very 
slightly from decay at their margins, rendering, now and 
then, some words and numerals undecipherable. .As 
heretofore, I have copied all the documents literally and 
without abridgment. 

X 
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The truth of one portion of the passage which I pre
viously cited from Fuller, and now repeat it at the foot,* 
has already been abundantly proved by the frequent 
robberies and sale of plate and vestments, before the 
survey, which the inventories disclose ; though, until now, 
I had not met with an example which verified the con
cluding suggestive allegation, that the more repulsive form 
of sacrilege, the violation of the sanctity of the grave and 
the sale of the coffins of the dead was also had recourse to ; 
yet no other interpretation of three items of receipt at AvPley 
seems possible, than that three coffins-probably of stone, 
such as were usually sunk to the level of the pavement and 
covered with beautifully designed and sculptured coped 
slabs-·were rifled and sold. 
· One of the reasons assigned for the issue of the Com

mission, was, the frequent sale and embezzlement of church 
plate, &c. There was, however, as previously shewn, a 
deeper and secret motive-to supply the exigencies of the 
Royal Exchequer-but it will be noticed in the subsequent 
series, that besides the frequent open sales of church goods, 
four churches had been secretly robbed-Childerditch and 
West Thurrock several times- W ennington tm.'ice-and 
that where plate and woven fabrics had been transferred 
to neighbouring gentry, the euphemism that certain goods, 
are "in the hands of" such an one, is advisedly used. 

To tell the story outright, that Sir William Stafford had 
forcibly carried off the bells from five churches in Rochford 
Hundred, sold them, and appropriated the money to his 
own use, and in repairing his seawalls in Foulness, was a 
matter of indifference, as he was too great a courtier and 

* "Private men's halls were hung with altar cloths; their tables and beds covered 
with copes instead of carpets and covm·lets. Many drank at their daily meals in 
chalices: and no wonder, if in proportion, it came to the share o£ their horses to be 
watered in coffins o£ rich marble'' "Fuller's Church History" Book vii., sec. 2 
(Vol. ii. p. 3'17, edn. 1842). To the same purport also Dr. Heylin-" Many private 
men's parlours were hung with altar cloths, their tables and beds covered with copes 
instead o£ carpets and coverlids, and many made carousing cups o£ the sacred chalices, 
as once Belshaz Y.ar celebrated his drunken feast in the sanctified vessels o£ the Temple. 
1 t was a sorry house, and not worth the naming, that hud not some o£ this furniture 
in it; though it were only a large fait· cushion made of a cope, or altar nloth to adorn 
their windows, or make their chairs appear to have somewhat in them of a chair of 
state. (Heylin, Edward VL) 
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too powerful a man to be in any way affected by it. What 
he did, where his manors lay, he did with impunity. 
Others did the like. 

The spoil of the monasteries had for the most part fallen 
to the share of the great and more powerful personages in 
the country; the public appetite for plunder had been 
whetted; and now, throughout the rural districts, there 
had been a general scramble for the spoil of the parish 
churches, till the Royal Commissioners came and swept off 
the residue for the King's use. 

The Hundred of Cha:fford the iij of Octobr' [An° 1552.] 

ALVYTHLEY. 

This bill indentyd made the second daye of October in the vr yere 
of the reigne of ower most drad sou' eigne lorde Edward the sixt by 
the grace of god King of Englond and also of Irelond the sup'me hed, 
Betwene the Right W orshipfull Mr. Barnes, Mr. Browne and Mr. 
Ayliff, Commissioners of ouer seyd sou'. . lorde the King, on the 
one part, and Thomas Goldan, chirch warden, John I ve, J ames 
K echyn, Robt Strode and Ran·ye Moger on the other p'tie, conc'nyng 
all the goods, jewells, b[ ells J and other ornaments belonging to the 
chirch aforeseyd sythens the fyrst yere of the reig·n of ower sou' eign 
lorde the King aforseyd. 

Receyts of Sylver. 

In primis sold to Medcal£ of London, goldsmyth, ij chalice, and a 
sylver plate of a cross of wood and a shipp of sylver, which chalice, 
plate and shipp weyd ffyftye ownces and one, and were sold aftr 
iiij•· viij d· the ownce silvr. . xiijl'· 

Receyts of Coopes. 

It'm sold to Mr. Edward Barrett* a white cope and 
a white vestyment and a blak velvett vestyment . 

It'm sold to Thomas Gryg·gs, a deacont and a white 
vestyment pryce . . . . . 

It'm to Rycherd Roberds an old cope of dornxyx . 
It' m sold to John I ve a old r ed cope and ij deacons 

of browne sy lke . . 
It'm to Thomas Goldan ij Alter clothes and ij banner 

clothes. 

xvj•· 
vj •· 

xiij'· 

xiij'· 

* Edward Barrett, Esq., of Belhus, born in 1521 ; High Sheriff of Essex in 1571 ; 
died in 1586. 

t The Dalmatic, or vestment for the, deacon, was frequently called a deacon. 
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It'm to Willyam Lambe ij olde vestyments, one of 
black fustyan, a other worne vestyment of sylk . 

I t'm sold to a woman of London ower wax aft' iijd· 
the pounde beyng lxxij li. . . 

It'm to Willyam Ive a paynted cloth 
It'm to Willyam Cowper a paynted cloth. . . 
It'm to Newlond one candelstick being xxxij li. at 

iijd· a pownde . 
It'm in the chirch boxe 
It' m of Thomas Warner of money geven to the chirch 
It'm of Edward Armon for a gardyn plott 
It'm of Richard Dancomt~·' for dewties owing to the 

church . . 
It'm Willyam Coke for the tymber of the rode loft . 
It'm to Willyam Ive for the images of the church 
It'm to 'l'homas Goldan a co:ffynt 
It' m to John I ve a co:ffyn 
It'm to Thomas Ellyott a co:ffyn 
lt'm to Edward Stamer iiij pillerst . 

Payments.§ 

It'm to the Plumer for half a £other of leade 
It'm for a £other & halfe of leade 
It'm fyve hundrith of leade & a quarter . 
It'm for carying the same leade in London to the 

bote 
It'm for helping of the same leade out of the bote . 
lt'm for carying the same leade from Pmfl.et to 

Alvythley 
It'm to Wyllm Hayward for amendyng of the molde 

and other thyngs . 
It'm to Wyllm Hayward for a thowsand byllett 
It' m for ij of borde . 
It'm for vij posts for the moulde 
It'm for vij lods of wood . 

v•· 

xvij•· 
iij '· viij <i.· 
ij•· ijd· 

viij•· 
xiij•· vijd· 
xv•· 

xvj•· 
xij '· iiit· 

xxd· 
xd· 

iiijd· 
iiijd' 
iiijd· 

xlvt viijd· 
xiiju . 

xxvij•· 

iij •· vjd· 
iiijd· 

xiij'· .... 

~' The Deyncourts were of Upminster. Sir John Deyncourt who in the reigD of 
Edward Ill., obtained a grant of the manor of Gaines in that parish, was a branch of 
a noble family of that name descended from Waiter that came in with William the 
Conqueror, and bad large possessions in the northern parts of England. There were 
others of the name at Aveley. 

t This and the two following items of receipt, are those referred to in the intro
duction, as probably arising from ~be sale of stone coffins. 

t These ' pillers' were probably small shafts used to support an altar slab or other 
small superstructure. 

§ It will be noticed from these disbursements that about this time considerable 
repairs had been done to th e roofs of the church. The items are rather interesting for 
the value of material and labour at this date. Unfortunately the right hand margin of 
the record is much faded and decayed, and the numerals are often illegible. The 
concluding portion of the inventory is in still worse condition. 
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It'm for half a thousand nailes 
It'm for iij C of nayle 
It'm for a rope 
It'm for a dozen of russhes 
It'm for bread and drynke for theym that help up 

wt the leaC. . • 
It'm for makyng of the pytt that the leade was 

melted in 
It'm for wasshing of v towells 
It'm to the carpenter for iij dayes worke. 
It'm for a hundred an a halfe of nayle 
It'm for whytyng of the churche 
It'm for washing of the churche clothes 
Jt'm for half a hundreth nayle 
It'm for makyng clene the churche when the Images 

were taken down . 
It'm payed for the fyrst vysytacion . 
It'm for makyng ij bylls at the last vysytacion 
It'm to John Gylman for careng sand and tymbre 
It'm for our costs and charg's when we were in 

London for our leade . 
It'm to the plumer for his workmanship and soder . 
It'm for makyng of a bell dapper . 
It'm for makyng of the churche boxe 
It'm for amendyng of the highe Aulter 
It'm for nayles 
It'm for makyng of a lectorn . 
It'm payed to Myles, plummer, for a thowsand fyftie 

& fyve pounds of leade after vij ' the hondreth 
It'm for the caryage of the same leade from Barkyng 

to Purfleete . 
It'm for leying dressing of vj old webbs at iiijd· a 

pece· 
It'm for xvij li. of solder at vjrl· the li. 
It' m for washing of the churche clothes 
It'm to Willm Hayward for worke done upon the 

churche 
It'm to Myles, Plummer, for shotyng and layeng of 

xi hundreth and a halfe of leade upon the churche 
It'm for caryage of the same leacle to Barkyng and 

home again . 
It'm bought of the sayed Myles ij C and a half of 

lead after vj'· the hundreth 
It'm payed to the sayed Myles for taking up and 

layeng downe agayn of xiij webbes of leade after 
viijrl the webb 

It'm for ij C nayles for the leade to Morgan of 
Wokyngdon . . 

It'm for xliij li. of Soder after viit the pound 
It' m to Georg·e Radley for pamentyng of the churche 

169 

vijd· 
xijd · 
xxd· 
xijd· 

xxxvj'· 

iij li. 

vj•· 
vij ' · 

x' · 
xvj'· 

ij ' · 

iiij '· 
iiij '· 
xx•·(?) 

viij '· 

xxiij ' · 

iij ' . 

xijd· 
xxix' · viijd· 
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It'm for half a seame of lyme 
It'm for a lode of sand the stubbyng and caryage 
It'm for a homely"' . . . . . 
It'm for a surples . 

The Remaynce • 
. . . . in th'ands of Wyllm Benson . 
It'm in th'ands of Gawen Rohinson 
It'm in th'ands of James Clegg . . . 
It'm a chaleys by estymacyon x vnc's, a vestyment, 

a ser. . . . . . . • a bryges a hers clothe of sa tan a 
briges, t iiij towells ij of diap'. . . . clothe, a old 
payre of organes, iiij bells, and a saunts bell 
conteynyng xi . . . a banner clothe of bukkeram, 
ij stremers a basen and a ...... latten ..... , 
Appoynted to the church use one challys, a herse cloth, iiij ..... . 

. . . . . . a vestment. 
The resi'ue to be in the custody of J ames Kytchyn, Thorn's . .•..... 

Robert Strode to the use of the King's Majestie. 

+ A\. -A- I I t:Q Wyllyam Aylo:ff. 
[Five signs of the churchwardens Willm Berners. 

and parishioners. J Anthony Browne. 

0HILllERDICH. 

An inventory indented made the vij of October in the sext yere of 
the reigne of our sovereigne lord Edward the sixt, by the grace of God 
Kinge of England, £ranee, and yrland, de:ffender of the £eyth, and of 
the church of ynglond and yerland in yerth the supreme head, by 
John Thresher, John Wrighte churchwurdens, John Remyngton, 
Vicar,t Willm Hawmon, of all' the plate, jewells orname'ts and belles 
in the p'rche aforsayd, as followth . 

In p'mis one chalys and a pyx of sylver xvj ounc's. 
It' m iij belles in the steple the least by estimacio wayinge ij•· 
It'm a Saunte bell and a handbell w.ayinge viij li. 
It'm a holy watt' pott of latten wayinge iij li. 
It'm a crosse of caper and gylt wayinge vj li. di. 
It'm one candelsticke wayinge ij pound. 
It'm iij chessibles, ij albis, and a crosse clothe. 
It'm ij towells, ij whyght curteynes, 

[Three items next following have perished by decay J 
It'm ij chestes. 
It'm iij li. of wax. 
Also we had s'teine goods stolne at seu'all tymes. 

* Book of Homilies, 
t Satin "a briges," or "a brydges," was so called from Bruges the place of its 

manufacture. 

:j: John Rcmyngton appointed Vicar in 152i, died about June, 1557: 
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Res'ued to the use of the church one challys, ij Towells, one albe. 
The residue to be comytted to the cust~dey of John Thresher and 

John Wright to the use of the King's maiesty. 
Joh. Remyngton. Willyam Aylo:ff. 
John Thresher. Willm Berners. 
0 T (two signs) Anthonie Browne. 

The counterpaine hereof is dd. to the p'ties wthin wrytten 

0RANHAM. 

The Hundred of Oha:fford the iij of Octobr. Ao vl• E vjti. 

0RANH'M. A sertyrycath made the first day of Octobre of the church 
goods of Oranam since the fyrst yere of the reyne of our su:ffereyne 
lorde Kynge Edwarde the syxt by the grace of God Kyng of England, 
Fraunce and Eyrland, defender of the Fayth, and in earth of the 
churche of Englande and also of Eyreland the supreyme hedd, unto 
the· thurd daye of Octobre in the syxe yere of his sayde Reyne, made 
by John Oolborne-;;. parson there, George Fryth, John Wyndel, 
Ohurche Wardens, Robert Dore, John Gyll, in habytions there. 

Furst, iij belles conteynynge by estemacion in weight x,?iij li. ij old 
copes, the one is blewe thred wrought with grene sylk, the other 
chanchable sylk. One vestment of r ede satyn of brydges, wt crosses 
of grene and all that be longe. One vestement of chanchable sasnet 
wt a.ll that be long there to. iij old vestments, one of tauny velvet 
the other of red sasnet, and the thurde of chanchable coler. One 
herse cloth. One canope. One old crosse cloth of sylk. iiij alter 
clothes, one dyaper, the other playne. iij towells, one dyaper, the 
other playne. One surples. One Rochet. ij stremer clothes of lynnyn 
paynted. One cropris1' cloth with the casse, of sylk. One chalisshe 
wt the pattyn, parcell gylt, conteynyng by extemacyon viij oonces, 
One erose of lattyn. A cruet of pewter. 

Serten stuff in the hands of Syr John :Morden, Knyght,t as here 
dothe apere. 

One vestement of olde blewe velvet wt that belong thereto. 
One vestment of old whyte satyn wt that helongeth. 
One old cope of satyn abrydges. one erose cloth of grene sasnet. 
Item, in the hands of the p'son ij candelstyckes, that was for the 

hye alter. 
Sold by the churchwardens for the necessary Reparacyons of the 

chmch: 
Fyrst one chalys conteynyng in weyght x ovnces, sold after iiij' the 

ownce. Sume x'· 

* John Col borne appointed Rector 23rd Oct., 1545, died about Oct., 1559. 

t Corporas. 
t Sir John Mordaunt, who was Lord of the manor of Cranham and, in right ofEla 

(Fitz Lewis) his wife, patron of the living. On the death of his father in 1562, he 
became Lord Mordaunt and died in 1572'. 
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Ittem ix pewter candelstyckes w' other olde latyn vij•· viijd· 
An olde alt' cloth sold, xvijd · 
.A.U wcl' money lea it out as it appereth by their accompt.>:. 
R es'ued to the use of the church one challyes, one cope of blew 

seilke, iij Towells, iiij Table clothes, one surples, one Rocheat. 
The Residue to be in the custody of George Fryth and Hob' Doore 

to the use of the King's maiestie. 
(Sign ed) 

John Colborne p'son. 
+ l 
(Two signs.) 

Wyllyam Aylo:ff. 
Willm Berners. 
Anthonie Browne. 

Hundred of Cha:fford iij die Octobr' anno Regni R. E. sext. vj. 

RAYNJI'M. Inventarye of all y• goods p'tenyng to.y• use of Raynham 
in y• countye of Essex of y• Diocese of London, made y• xxvj 111 day of 
September by John Radley, Will'm Blakesley churche wardens & 
Edward Holmes & James Holden of y• same pishe & Will'm Talbot, 
Vycare there,t and Willm Camp, Sexten, made y• for sayd day of 
Septemb' y• syxte yere of y• r egne of or Sou'ayne lorde Edwarde y .. 
vj 111 Kyng of England, France & Ireland & of y• churche of England 
& Ireland y• sup'me hede. 
Furst a chalice weyng by estimac'on viij vnc's. 
It. J ewelles none. 
It. a crosse of coop' & y• crosse stafl:'e w' y• foote . 
It. iij greate belles in y• steple, the lytle bell beyng by estimacion 

iiij C. wt, y• it• bell v hundreth & ye iijd• bell vj C. 
It. a lytle bell hangyng in y" steple, weyng by estymacion xlli. 
It. one lytle bell called a sacryng bell. 
It. a bassyn & ewer of latyn. 
It. iij chestesrp'tenyng to y• churche. 
It. a pyxxe of coop' w' y• cou'yng clothe. 
It. a coope of blake velvett brodred. 
It. a vestyment of whyte satyn w' an albe. 
It. an olde vestament of clothe of Tysheshwe. 
It. au olde vestament of satyn of brydges, w' an albe. 
It. iij str emers. 
It. one pyllowe of sylke. 
It. ij table clotes. 
It. one towell of dyap' 
It.: a corp'ax case of cloth of gold. 
It. a crosse clothe. 
It. ij s'plesse torne. 
It. a bible, a paraphrases, a psalter & a booke of prayer called y• 

c01nunion book. 

* The words printed in italics are inserted by the Commissioners; 
t William Talbot appointed Vicar 11th Jan., 1543-4, died in 1572. 
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It. Goods r eed in y• churche box by John Slanye, & Henr' Hylfl'urth, 
churwardens, at y• feaste of Sancte Michaell Tharchangell y• fl'yrste 
yere of y• r egne of K yng Edwarde y• vj 1

• · 

fl'urste receyved in y• box vjli· xjd· 
viijd· 
viijd' 

It. solde y• same ye re of y• churche goods an altar stone 
It. for a tabernacle for ymages, to y• Vycare . 
It. y• other to Henr' Greye 
It. iij Banar staves . 
It. sold to J ohn Slanye and Henry Hylfl'urth by ye 

consent of y• pishe a napkyn of sylke, a Roode 
clothe, & other old clothes y1 couered y• ymages in 
Lent & y• vayle . . . . . 

Thes thyngs y• forsayd churchewardens dyd sell & 
clyd make accompte therefore, y• xday of November 
in y• ij yere of y• r eyne of Kyng Edwarde y• vj1• . 

It. solde by the sayde churchwardens xl pounde of 
wax after iiijd· y• pounde 

I t . sold to Tho' Keys lately clycessed, ij payntecl 
clothes for y• sepulcre . 

It. in ye hands of y• Vycare ij candlebtykes oflatyn 
y1 stocle uppon y• altar . 

It. in the hands of Henr. Greye ij candlestykes of 
latyn . 

The whole some recevyd fl'rom y• fyrst day of thare 
accompte unto y• last day of before thare 
ofl'yce y1 is to say at y• feaste of y• trinite in y• 
vjth yere viij li · xij s. j d. 

Sm' viij li · xij s. j cl. 
Wherof ladowt & payd for makyng of y• pulpyt & 

a lectur ne therto . 
It. for the r epa'cions of the churche yt is to say 

whytyng & [illegible J as apperythe by a byll 
mad therof . 

It. payd for y• paraphrases . . 
It. payd for y• poore mans stoke & a deske 
It. payd for y• booke of pray ers a psalter & other 

small bookes 
It. payd for makyng wrytyng certayne scryptures 

in y• churche by ye cosente of y• pishe 
It. for makyng of a seete in y• churche for saying 

of y• s'uice there . 
It. castes of y• churchewardens hying of ye statutes 

for y• R ebellyon . 
It for emending of y• bawde Ry'1f . . . . . . . . . . bells, 

b ellropes making .•.. 

no sol. 
w· 

vj ' · 

xiij '· iiijrl· 

no sol. 

no sol. 

no sol. 

I•· 

xviij ' · x d. 
xij '· viijd· 

ij ' · viijd· 

xj ' · x d. 

lvj ' viijd· 

ij ' · 

vj jd· ob. 

* What is intended, is the single word "bawdriek," sometimes called " bald rock," 
stout straps of white leather used in attacru ng tbe bell clapper in the ancient system of 
hanging with "baldrick" aud "busk board," which is difficult to explain without a 
diagram, but such may be s~en in a letter by the Rev. H. T. Ellacombe in Willis' s 
Current N otes, 1852. 

y 
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. . . . . . , . , .. , ..• , , , ....... , certeyn trene dyshes 
& platers in ye hands of H enr. Hylffurthe . 

It. in ye hands of John Slanye a Table. 
Reserued to the use of the church one chalyes, iij table clothes, one 

towell . , , , , , , , .. one black cope ...... a vestment of white damask, 
ij surplices. 

The Residue is be in the custodie of John Raddleye, and Willm 
Blakesley to the use of the King's matic . 

(In dorso) 
Willm Talbot, Vycare. 

(and four signs). 
___±_ L 
11 - 1 11 1 __ 1 I 'X\ 

Willm Berners. 
Wyllyam Ayloff. 
Anthonie Browne. 

The counterpanine hereof is dd. to the p'ties w'11in wrytten. 

The Hundreth of Chafford the iij of Octobre A0 p'i. 
The Inventorys of the goods, j ewells & ornamets remayny'g yn y• 

churche of Styfford y• xxviijti day of September yn y• vj' yere of [the] 
Rayng of o' mcst dred Sou'yn lord Edwarde y• sixt by y• grace of God 
of England, France & Ireland Kyng, Defend' of the faythe &, yn 
earthe, of the churche of England & Ireland y• sup'me bed. 
First a chalesse of silver gylt waying vj vnc's. 
It m iij gret bells wherof the lest bell wayethe vij 0'· 
It'm a lytell handbell wayeng v li. 
It'm one Cl'osse clothe. 
It'm to corperas clothes & eight cm·peras cases. 
It'm v vestamets w' tbapparell. 
It'm a vestament of whight satten remayning in the bands of Richard 

Bilbroke 
It'm ij copes, wherof one of grene sylke. 
It'm vj aulter clothes. wherof one of dyap' 
It'm one surples. 
It'm iiij towells, wherof iij be of dyap'. 
It'm one packs of I very. 
It'm iij stremer clothes. 
It'm an old vestime' in y• hands of Roger Adams. 
It'm in the hands of Richard Bilbroke an holywater payle of laten, 

a spytt, a Ketell of v galens, a latten basen, a treyn of weekks*' 
weyeng xx li. 

It'm .Remaynethe in y• hands of Rychard Bylbroke the tymber of y• 
Rode loft, to paynted clothes that were aboute y• Rode loft. 

Implemets sold by Richa1:d Bilbrok, a vestame' of tynsen satten to a 
stranger of London for vj '· 

It'm sold by the sayd Richard certen olde brasse metell [ij ' · ijd· ?]. 
R eservyd to the use of the churche one chalise, one cope, ij tabell 

clothes, one surples, iiij towells. , 

* Wax. 
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The Residewe to be comytted to the custody of Rychard 
.T ohn Batteman, to the use of the Kynges m a tics plesur. 
(Three signs appended) 

Bilbrok, 

A 4 WyllyRm Aylo:ff. 
- ~ - Willm Berners. 
_ • Anthonie Browne. 

The counterpane hero£ is dd to the p'ties wtyn wryttene. 

The Hundred of Ohafford the iij daye of October Anno 1552. 
WEsTTHORKE. An ynvetory of the churche goods of W est Thorroke, 

the third daye of October. 
:ffyrste the bells wayying by extymasion xviij C. 

It'm on sylver challys by extemasyon vj ownseys. 
It'm on cope of fustyan enapes.""' 
It'm a festement of gren say. 
It. a festement of dornyks.t 
It. a sepeter clothe.+ 
It. an alter clothe of dornykxs:r 
It. iij banner clothes of lennen cloth paynted. 
It. ij c01·peras clothes, on of blew satten & the other of red satten. 
It. ij abes§ of lennen clothe. 
It. ij serpeses of lennen clothe. 
It. tabel clothes, v of lennen. 
It. iij towels of lennen clothe. 
It. a cross of latten. 
It. on bibel, a parrapazes, 11 on sali;er & the boke of serves. 
It. vj tyn kendelsteks belonging to the rod lo:ffte . · 
Al this persels abowe wretten remaynyth in west thorrok cherche. 
Also we had ij chalyses and certe other stu£ wh was stole at seu'all 

tymes owght of the church. 
(In dorsa) 

Resey'd to the use of the church the chalise and cope, v tabell 
clothes, iij towells, ij surplesis, the Residew to be comytted to Roger 
Reynolcl, George Bernarcl, to the use of the Kyng's Matie. 

(Two signs.) Willm Berners. 
)=( l-e Wyllya:n Aylo:ff. 

p' me Anthome Browne. 
Wyllyam 
(Pares?) 

The counterpane here of is dd. to the p'ties w1.n wrytten. 

* En apes, more often Ana pes, probably corrupt spelling for the place of manufacture 
-Naples? 

t Dornix or Dornicks for Tournay, the place where the material was made. 
t " Sepulchre cloth," for the Holy Sepulchre usu~lly on the north side of the chancel. 

§ Albes . 
11 Paraphrase. The Paraphrase of Erasmus was generally introduced into churches 

at this period. 
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The Hundred of Oha:fford the iij of Octob'· 
GRACE } The Inventory of the churche goods of Grace Thurrock 
THURROCK wch remayned sithe the first yere of the reigne of o' 
Sou'aygne lord Edward the sixte by the grace of god of Englond, 
France and Ireland Kyng, defender of the faithe & of the churcbe of 
Ingland and Irelond, in earthe, the sup'me head, unto the p'nte thirde 
of Octobre in the sixte yere of his said matics reigne as folloithe. 

0£ Silu' 
First one chalys cont' in weight vj ounceys di. 
Two belles the leaste whero£ cont' in weight V 0 li. 
iiij vestyments wherof ij of satin in bridgis, one of damask & one 

other of browne silke wt a redde m·osse. 
A canopie cloth of r edde silk. 
A coope of satin in bridgis. 
One albe and ij surplices. 
Two corporas casis & one clothe. 
An alter clothe. 
One cruet of leade. 

Oerteyn ornaments solde for the rep'acons of the said churche. 
First one chalis solde to M' Bowes';·' £01·man of his 

shoppe, dwelling in Lumbard Strete London for 
Oerteyn ornaments solcle by Thorn' Brykit churche-· 

wardene at . 
Whero£ laid out in rep'acons on the said churche 
And remaynithe in the said Thorn' Brihtts hands 
One broken belle solde by John W odde, Thomas 

liij ' · iiW· 

vj '· 
xxij ' · 

xxxij ' · 

Brikite, Thorn' Hallm, J e:ffer eye Tithersall & John 
Browne, wt other of the p'ysshens cont' in weight 
vij c li . at xx' · le 0 . vij 11 

The clap therof for ij ' . 
All the forsaid vij li. ij s. is laid out in the shingling of the said church e. 

Res'uecl to the use of the church one challys, one cope, ij surplesses, 
ij Towelles, one table cloth. 

The Residue to be in the custody of John Wood, Thorn' Bryket to 
the use of the King's matic. 

(Four signs.) 

C1 N C?c f 
T 

Laurens hawes? 

Wyllyam Aylo:ff. 
Willm Berners. 
Anthonie Browne. 

The counterpane hero£ is del. to the p'ties wt wrytten. 

* Sir Martin Bowes, Lord Mayor, Alderman and Goldsmith, of London, who has 
left a name odious to antiquaries. Thus saith Stow, after enumerating the long list of 
tombs of noble and distinguished persons buried in Christ Church, Newgate Street, 
"All these and five times so many more have been buried there whose monuments are 
wholly defaced ; for there were nine tombs of alabaster and marble, environed with 
strikes of iron in the choir, and one tomb in the body of the church also coped with 
iron, all pulled down, besides seven score gra1·estones of marble, and sold for fifty 
pounds or thereabouts by Sir Martin Bowes, goldsmith and alderman of London." 
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The Hundred of Cha:fford the iij of Octobr. 1552. 

UPMINSTER. The Inventory of all the goods belongyng or p'teynyng 
to the pysshe chyrche of Upmynster, the thyrde day of October in ohe 
vj yere of the r eygne of our most dreade sou' ent lord Ed ward the vj, 
by the grace of God, Kyng of Ingland France and Ireland, Defl:'ender 
of the fl:'aythe, and of the chyrche of Ingland and Ireland, in yerth, 
vnder cryste, supryme heel. 
Ffryst a chalys percell gylt wayyng xvj ownc's and hal:ffe. 
It'm a chalys p'cell gylt weyng xj ownc's. 
It'm a cope of purpyll Wellfl:'yt grounded wt golde. 
It'm a cope of grene wellfl'yt. 
It'm a cope of Redde sylke. 
It'm ij vestements of r edde wellfl:'yt. 
It'm ij vestements of redde sylke. 
It'm ij vestements of sylke. 
It'm iij obys.'';. 
It'm a crosse clothe of redde sylke. 
It'm ij stremers of grene sylke. 
It'm ij Towellys. 
It'm a towell of dyaper. 
It'm vj awter clothis for the lords tabyll. 
I t'm ij stoolis of redde well:ffyt. 
It'm iiij bellys by ther waythe. 
Fyrst the greate bell wayyng; xij hunderd. 
It'm the thyrde bell wayyng x hundercl. 
It'm the seconde bell wayyng vij hunderd. 
It'm a saunce bell, and ij hand bellys. 
It'm ij laten candyllskykks. 
It'm ij laten basens. 
It'm ij surplysse for the pryst. 
Also there vs in the hands of Master Rofl:'e Lathum a westement of 

r ed de well:ffyt, the wyche westement the gocleman John Fryth 
delyu'ed unto Mystrys Lathum and the pysshe cannot l1ave it a.qayne.-r 

It' m Henry Overay churchewarden solde .... ... . N ewland of Bred wood 
ij hundred w[ eight of] laten and odd, to the sum of xxxviij •· 

It'm John Fryth churchewarden solde to George Wexman iij skore 
pounde & vij of churche wex to the some of xxiij'· 

It. solde ij broken chalysse to Master W an·en of London, goldsmith, 
wayyng xxviij ownc's and a quart' vj li. v' · xjd. 

It'm payd Rum:ffrey Fryth & John Fryth, wardens, for the rep'acions 
of the chyrche for thyr tyme xij li. xiij' · 

* As this word occurs among the vestments it is no doubt corrupt spell ing for albes. 
t The words printed in Italics are inserted in another hand. Ralph Lathum was 

an opulen t citizen and goldsmith of London who purchased the manors of Gaines, and · 
Upminster H all, in this par ish and died 19th July, 1556, possessed of these and two 
other manors here, with divers other lands and appurtenances in U pminster, and 
several estates in parishes adj oining. 

1'he Frith family, above mentioned, were of Sonnings in this parish, and on the 
9th Aug., 1612, had a grant of Arms by Camden, Clarenccux. 
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It'm in the hands of Thomas Gryers, Trynite Warden, xxvjd· & the 
lost by the halle of the mony halffe of the money.~:-

It' m in the hands of Richard Bul wyn ij Kene [sometime], belongyng 
to the Trynyte, p'ce eu'y viij•· xjd·t 

It'm Remaynyth in the hands of John [Bayly J xx sheppe for the 
rep'acions of the chyrche, p'ce each schepe xvjd. 

It'm in the hands of Edward Hankyn xij sheppe for the rep'acions of 
the chyrche .. . .... . . . 

It'm in the hands of Joan Fryth vij sheppe for the Rep'acions of the 
chyrche everg sclwpe p' ce . .• , 

Also Henry Owery bought of Master Hollingworth [ xiiij ?] sheppe 
sutyme belongyng· to the pascall.:j: 

John Swane bought of Master Holyngworth ij Kene, the wyche fownde 
ij tapers a bought the sepulker. 
Res'ued to the use of the church one chalys [containing] xj oz. 

Ite'm a coope of grene velvet and red velvet, iij towells, vj table 
clothes, ij surplesys. 

The residue to be in the custody of Humfreye [Fryth J and John 
Fryth to the use of the King's matie. 

[.Two signs.] 
+ + 

Vm:ffrey Frythe. 

Willm Berners. 
Wyllyam Ayloff. 
Anthonie Browne. 

The counterpane hero£ dd. to the p'ties w'i.n written. 

The Hundred of Ohafford the iij of Octobre. 

LYTTELL WARLEY. The xxvij day of Septembr In the yere off our 
lorde god 1552, goods belonging to the churche of lytyll Warley as 
h ere aftr followith. 
Imp'mis one chales of sylver contenyng viij ounces. 
It'm on wbyte westment of Saten bregges.§ 
It'm ij holde vestments off turke sylke.ll 
It'm ij albes. 

* The loss referred to arose from the scandalous debasement of the coinage in the 
reign of Edward VI., begun by Henry VI I I., but in his son's reign the silver was so 
largely alloyed with base metal, that some of it has the appearance of brass washed 
with silver. \V hen it was at length called in by proclamation, the loss sustained by 
the holders was one half of the nominal value. For detailed particulars see General 
Introduction to the Inventories, Vol. IV., p. 199. 

t It is clear from this and the preceding item, that there was a Guild of the Holy 
Trinity in this parish of which there is no mention in Essex history, nor, so far as I 
am aware, any other recm d of it. 

t That is to say, for the maintenance of the paschal light. Sheep and kine were 
often given for various church purposes, and the churchwardens appear to have 
frequ ently employed the alms and offerings of the people in their purchase, either 
retaining the animals in their own hands, or letting them out at a stipulated rent, and 
applying the profits to religious and charitable objects. 

§ Satin of Bruges manufacture. 

11 Presumably Turkish silk. 
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It'm one cope of blew damasske. 
It'm ij surples. 
It'm iij auter clothes. 
It'm ij towells. 
It' m one herse cloth of buck' em. 
It'm ij curtens of buck'm. 
It'm one banner clothe of sylke. 
It'm iiij holde stremers, one of sylke the other of clothe. 
It' m one crew et of pewt'· 
It' m one cresmatory of pewt' · 

· It'm one tanssey cloth. 

179 

It' m Lty pounde of waxe [we!' was dd. to the p' son that dd. it wt a can111py 
cloth.]* 

It'm iij bells, the leiste contenyng three hund' pounds. 
It'm one bucket of latyn. 
lt'm one pixe of latyn. 
C'ten goodis solde longing to the saicle churche of W arley p'va sens 

the ffryst yere of the r eigne of Edwarcl the sixte. 
Imp'mis to M'· John Tyrrell, esquyer,·l- ij vestments, 

one albe, one hangyng for the sepulker xl' · 
It' m to the said M'· John Tyrrell one challes off 

sylver contenyng vij ounces a halfe, for v' · the 
ounce . xxxv' · 

It'm yn latyn & brasse 
Rep'rations of the churche 

xxiij ' · vjd· 
sens the ffryst yere of the saide reigne of 

Edwarde the sixte. 
Imp'mis ffor glasyng of the church. 
It'm for wetyng of the sayd churche 
It'm for mendyng off a desk and formes in the churche 
It' m for tylyng of the porche . 
Remanyng· in the hands of M' · John Tyrrell of the 

church gudes, in money iij li. 

xxvj ' · viW· 
vj ' · viij"· 
iij ' · iiij"· 

iiij ' · iiij"· 

R es'ued to the use of the churche one challys & one cope of blew 
damaske, ij surplesys, iij table clothes, ij Towells, one crysmatory. 

The residue to be in the custoclie of John Merett, J obn .. , . .. to the 
use of the King 's Mat"•· 
By me George Oolburne.:J: W yllyam Ayloff. 

(Three signs follow. ) Willm Berners. 
X ~ M J oh11. Merytt. Anthonie Browne. 

The counterpane hero£ is del. to the p'ties w"in written. 

• The words in Ital ics within brackets are apparently inter lined bv the Commissioners 
on oral testimony. ' • 

t John Tyrrell, Esq., of Little Warley Hall, son and heir of Sir John Tyrell. Died 
2nd March, 1585, aged 71. His ancestors had enriched many Essex chu•ches by gifts 
of plate and vestments as appears by their wills printed in these Transactions. He is 
buying of the spoil of his own . 

. :j: George Cowburne, or Colbourne, appoin ted Rector 27th May, 1551, resigned about 
Sept ., 1579. Newcourt has the name both ways. 
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MYOHE WARL};y, 

The Hundred of Chafl'orde the iij of Octob' Ao ... . vj. 
Thys byll indentyd made the seconde claye of the sixte year of the 

Reigne of onr souereigne lord kyng Edwarde the sixte & Betwene the 
ryght W orshipfull M' Ba:rners, M' Browne and M' Aylyfl'e, Esquyers, 
commyssioners of our saide sou'eigne lord on thone part, and Robert 
Marham p'son'" of the same pishe, Rytchard Briggt, Wyllm Braster, 
churchewardens, John Brange, Sexten, Willm Muntte and Robert 
Arundell on thother p'tye, conc'nyng all the goods, iuells, bells and 
ornamentB belongyng to the churche of Myche W arley sythens the 
fyrst yere of the reigne of our said sou'eigne lord. 

These p'cells folowyng were remaynyng in the custodye of the 
churchewardens aforesaid. 

Furste, a chaleys of sylu' p'cell gylt conteynyng xiij vue's. A crosse 
of copper and gylt, iij bells in the steple, the leEt conteynyng by 
estymacyon iijc wayte. a cope of r ed saten. an ol de cope of blew 
sarsenet. a vestement of blewe damask. a vestement of whyte sylke. 
ij old vestements. a surples. a carpett clothe. a tabill clothe for the 
table. a crosse clothe of grene sarsenett. a herse clothe of buckram. 
ij botells of pewter for wyne and water. iij old cbestes, and iiij li. in 
money. 

These p'cells folowyng were sold synce the said fyrste yere by 
Rychard W elson and John West, churchewardens, wt the consent of 
the whole pishe. 
fl'yrst ij band bells and the candelstyks sold to the Tynker of Horndon 

for the some of xxx'· iiijd· 
It' m a chaleys of sylv' and gylt sold for v li. vj ' · ijd· 

'rhese p'cells fo lowyng are sold synce the fyrst yere of Richard 
Briggt and Wyllm Braster now churchwardens, wt the consent of the 
whole pishe. 
Furste an olde cope sold to Rychard Briggt for iij '· 
It'm iiij old stremers sold to Thomas Magotts wyfl'e for xd· 
It'm a sepulkar sold to Robt Pake thelder for iij '· iiijd· 
all.whicbe last somes of money were gyven to the pore of the same 

pisbe. 
Sm• vij'· ijd· 

These p'cells folowyng are sucbe cbarg's as is by the saied cburche
wardens layed out. 
Fyrste payed to Turno' of Billeryca for makyng of the scripture of the 

Rode lofte and the cburcbe xxv•· 
It'm for nayle iiijd· 
It'm for a surplesse and a rochett xij ' · 
It'm for ij ells of holland for the table vj'· jd· 
It'm to Gray for patchyng of the churcbe and whyte lynyng for viij 

dayes and half, eu'y day vii jd· Some vj '· viijd· 

* Called by Newcourt, Marcham, and signs his name to this inventory Marram • 
.Appointed Rector 17 Feb., 1534-5. Died about .April, 1554. 
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lt'm to a carpenter for makyng of the table xiW· 
lt'm payed for glazyng of a wyndowe vij•· xd· 

Sm• iij li. iij •· vijd · 

181 

[.Also we l!acle a stocke of ifj keine wcl' Mr Hollingwortl! l!aclcle from vs, p' ce 
every cow vifjs- ]'1' 
Res'ued to the use of the church one ch allis, one cope of r ed satten, 

one Table cloth, one surples & a h erse cloth. · 
The r esidue to be in th e custodia of R ichard Bright and Robert 

Pake, R aulf Whitlock , to the use of the K ingh's Matie . 
Robert Marram p'son, Wyllyam Ayloff. 
Richard Bryght. W illm Berners. 
Tho. Grange. Anthonie Browne. 

(two signs.) 
The counterpane h ero£ is del. to the p'ties wtjn wrytten. 

South W eld in the hundred of Chafforcl. 

The p'sentment of Thomas Wood, V.vcker of South Weld,t John 
Maiden, John Raynold, churchwardens, Robert Salmon, W yll'm Dan
wood, W yll'm P hilupp', Clarke, concernyng the goods of the sayd 
church now p'sent the first day of octobre the yere of Kyng Edward 
the sixth the sixth yere. 

~te. Imp'mis A Chales, hole gylte, wayyng xxiiij unc' cli. 
Itm another chalis, broken, p'cell gylte, weying xix unc. di. 
Itm in vestments, copys of Red velvet spangled wt gold that ys to say, 

naments. A vestement and ij Tunacles, and iij copes of the same. 
Itm a cope of crymsen velvet enbrodered withe bells of gold: these 

ornaments, As in the Repyr te of Mast' Antony browne. 
Itm ij Tunacles of blew velvet wt all thyngs thirto belongyng. 
Itm a white vestment of braunchyd Damaske enbrocler ed wt Angells 

of Golde. 
A white cope of the same cloth. 
Itm Another cope of white saten of Bryges, and a vestment of the 

same. 
Itm A old cope of blew Dammaske. 
Itm ij Tunacles of sylke cremsyn Colour. 

* Words in Italics within brackets, interlined, apparently by the Commissioners. 

t Thomas Wood, B.D., was appointed Vicar, 21st Sept., 1543, the last who was 
collated with the chapel of Brentwood annexed. H e held it throughout the reigns of 
Edward VI. and Mary. Soon after the accession of Elizabeth, viz., on the 17th 
Jan., 1558-9, he became Rector of Hnrlington, Middlesex, and resigned South Weald; 
but about F eb. or early in Marcb, 1559-60, he was deprived, as also, about Oct., of the 
Rectory of High Ongar, which he had held from 25th April, 1554 . From 1st May, 
1554, t ill about Nov. , 1555, he was Rector of Brad well-juxta-Mare. Newcourt seems to 
suppose that he is the same Thomas Wood who became Vicar of T,vickenham, 18th 
April, 1562, of which he was deprived within seven months; and Vicar of Isle worth, 
4th Nov., 1562, of which he died Incumbent il'l. 1566, but as in neither is he r6corded 
in the Register as B. D. the identity is perhaps doubtful. 

z 
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Itm a R eed vestment of sylke w' byrds of Gold. 
A old vestment of Grene silke Dornex . 
Itm a old vestment of Bustyan."' 
Itm ij hangings of blew & Reed Satten of Bryges. 
Itm ij curtens of blew sarcenet . 
Itm cer tayne stooles and other Apparell for vestments. 
Itm a old herse cloth of Sarcenett paynted w' angells of gold. 
Itm ij crosse clothes one of Grene Sarcenet, the oth er of lynen cloth. 
Itm a corpus case of crymsen velvet. 
Itm in Aulter clothes, good & badd v. 
Itm in Towells for the comunyon, Good & badd vij , in hand towells iij . 
Itm -one course cloth for to k eu' the Table. 
Itm in surples, Good & badde xiij. 
Itm a payer of Organs. Itm a carpet for the childewyues stole. 
Itm a basen & Ewer of pewter . 
Jtm in the steple v Bells, Apon th e fourth bell y• clocke smyth e ;t the 

leest by Estymacon weyeth viij hundred. 
Itm ij holy Water Potts, ij h andell bells & a saynt bell in the Quyer . 
Itm ij sencers of caper, A shippe,t iiij candelstycks of lat en . 
Itm, a Crosse Staff w' ij pypes of laten & a broken Cl'Osse of laten & A 

fo ote for a crosse. 
Itm xiij old stayned clothes for Aulters. 
Itm iij small Roods§ of J ron for to hang cm·tans on. 
Itm a canapy of W ood, Gilte, for the Aulter, ij lectomnes of wood. 
Itm cer ten broken Alabaster y' was I mages in the Church . 
Itm, of silk, a quyssion, litell. 
Itm' a certen stock of Waxe Remaynyng in the hands of John Worth, 

H auken, & Rich ard Waller, they beyng chmchwardens, xliij li. 
wheyght. 
Itm a old vestment of crymson sylke w' byrdes, in the hands of 

Richard W all er . 
Itm ij crewetts of P ewter. 

ffrom the first yere of a•· Sou'ayne lord Kyng Edward the sixth, 
these p'cells were in the church folowyng :-
Imp'mis, A m·osse of sylv' & Gylte W eyng ilii xiij uno's at v ss. p'vnc. 
Itm one ch ales, All Gylte, with patrent, weyng xliiij vnc's v ss. p 'unc. 
Itm Another chales p'cell gylt weyng xij vue's v SR. p'vnc. 

These p 'cells aforeseid solde by the churchwardens, havyng the 
consent of the pish, to John R aynold, Goldsmyth, dwellyng in Lombard 
Strett in London. 

Rem. Itm a pyxe of sylu', All Gylte, weyng we knowe not, in the kepyng 
of Lady Burley. 

«· The same as Fustian of which chasuhles were often made, but perhaps a finer 
fabric than that now known by this name. 

t Smiteth or strikes. 

:): The vessel for the incense. 

§ Rods. 
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' p'teynyng to the same. . 
Stollen.l Itm a vestment of blew velvet & A cope w' all thyngs therto Ap-' 

Itm a blew vestment of saten of Bryges & a white vestment of dyap' 
sylke, Aulter cloths, Towells & coveryng of Dornex, A byble, A 
pyx of coop', A surples, many other thyngs wher stolen out of 
our Church at ij seu'all tymes. 

Certen p'cells of money R emayneth in these mens hands ffolowyng :
Itm in the Churchwardens h ands At this p'sent day xxj li. xiij' · 
Itm Roger Gyttons hath in hys hands, clue, to be payed to the Church 

the some . of xlj ' · vij<~ · 

hereafter followeth the Inventory of all the goods belongyng to the 
Chapell of Brentwood. 

Imp'mis a Chalis, p'cell Gilte weyng xiij unc. 
Itm a crosse of Coop' And Gylte. 
Itm a grene vestment of Sylke branched, w' beasts of gold. 
And one albe therto belongyng. 
Itm A old cope of blew & Heed silke w' lett's wrought w' gold. 
Itm a vestment of gren & R eed sylke, pownset w' ftowres. 
Itm a 'blew vestment of broken Sarscenet. 
Itm a corporas w' vj cases of sylke. 
Itm a herse cloth of blew silke. 
Itm ij clothes to Kou'r the C01nunion Table. 
Itm a white cloth of nedle worke y' sometyme cou'ed the pyxe. 
Itm ij stooles, xix pan·es;" to ye vestments Afore named. 
Itm a handbell. 
Itm iij surples for men & iiij Roches. 
Itm ij old stremers of cloth paynted. 
Itm a Greate bell that the clocke smytthe on, weyng by estymacoii 

xx hundred. Itm a saynct Bell & ij crewetts. 
M<~ that the vestments & :;urples & copys ar in plege to Sir 
John l{yley for the some of xliij ' · ob. that w·as bestowed in 
Repa'cons for tbe sayd Chapell. 

Md that this chapell ys dystant from the pish Church A myle & more. 
Itm stocke of wex conteynyng xv powncls wheyght in the h ands of 
John Coke. 
Itm a canapy of white branchyd damaske delyu'd, as we ar enformed, 

to John hauken & Richard Wall er then church wardens. 
Itm a vayle w' other certen clothes Sold by John hauken & Richard 

W aller to John Wright Sen', of the wiche no mencyon ys made in 
the accompt. 

Md These p'cells A boue Wretten was sold for the consideracoii for the 
R epa'coii.s of the church and the Rely:ff of the power . 
Appointed to the Church Gardians of th e Church of Southwell for 

mynistracon w'in the same churche, :ffurst, the best ch ales , Itm the 
Coop a of Whyte damaske, and the vestment of the same, the cloth to 

.,. Apparels. 
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comunion table, & the lynen-clothes to the same, the lecternes, the 
herse cloth, the surplices, the basen & Ewer & the childe wife carpett 
& the towells. 

The Residue of the p'misses is comytted to the custodie of Anthonie 
Browne Essquier, ~-' to kepe to such use as shall please the Kyng his 
mat''· 

Appoynted to Guardian of Ohapell in Brentwood for ministrac' wtin 
the same: the chales, the coope of Redde & blue silke, the clothes for 
the comunion table, the surplesses; the risidue comyttted to the charge 
& custodie of Robert Salmon & "\Vill'm Danwed safely to be kepte to 
such use as please his mat''· 

Thomas Wood 
Robert Salmon 
Wyll'm danwod 
John Maslen 
Will'm Phylupps. 

Will'm Berners. 
Wyllyam Aylofl'e. 
Anthonie Browne. 

The hundred of Ohafl'ord the iij of October. 

WENYNGTON. 

Thys ys the I nve'tory of the goods belongyng to the churche of 
Wenyngton wtJn the coiitey of Essex, made by John Samwell, cun
stabull there, PhylypA Yonge, Thomas Stark, Thomas Lorken, and 
Wylya Barlowt parso there, wryttn the xxix day of Septeber in the 
yere of the Bayne of our Soferayne lorrle Kynge Edwarde the vjth of 
Englande, France and Irelonde Vefender of the faythe, In earthe, 
next vnder god, supeme hede of the churche of Englande, Also of 
Irlonde. 

In p'mis on chaleys weig·hyng by estimatio viij oncys. 
It'm iij smalle bells weghyng by estimatio ij 0 pound. 
It'm a basyn & a yower a pax of laty weghyng vj ponds. 
It'm a holywater pott, A lytyll hande bell of lati weghyng vj ponds. 
It'm a senser of laten & a pyxe of latyn. 
It'm ij copys on of grene say & a nother wolde on. 
It'm iij vest~mets, on of wytte sylke & another of Redde sylke and 

the reste be but wolde ons. 
It'm iij albs wt yt y' longett to them. 
It'm a veyle. It'm iij Tabull clothes. 
It'm ij Towells. 
It'm a wolle Bybull & a boke for servys. 
It'm a surples. 
It'm our churche was Rob bit iij tymes & sarty Implemets takyn a way 

as iij Tabull clothes, a crewett, ij cadell stiks, a sylken cloth y' dyd 
hanke a fore the sepulker & ii or iij Thorches wt dyverse other 
thyngil . 

.,. Of Weald Hall, one of the three Commissioners whose names are subscribed. 
t William Bar low, appointed Rector 13th March, 1541-2. Died about J an. , 1658-9. 
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It'm we never solde no Implemets of the churche for no Reparations, 
save yt M' Hollingworth had from vs iij Kyne & vij shepe to the 
Kyng's Magest's use, as far as we knowe, in the seconde yere of ys 
gracyos Rayne & god save the Kynge. 
Res'ued to the church one chalyes, one grene cope of saye, iij table 

clothes, ij Towells, the basen and yewer of latten. 
The res'due is coillitted to the custody of John Samuell and Stephen 

Yonge to the King's Matics use. 

By me Wylya barlow, parso. 
{Four signs follow.) 

K 7 _t R 

Wyllyam Ayloff. 
Willm Berners. 
Anthonie Browne. 

The counterpane hero£ is dd. to the p'ties wtin wrytten. 

The Hundred of Ohafford the iij of Octob'· 
NORTHWOKENTON. 

John Benson, p'son,% 
John Pake } h d 
W .11 M c urchewar ens. 1 m orsse 
Willm (Raron ?) ~ , . 
IJ. h cl p k P r1shoners . 

. olC ar eco e 
John Godgeson, Sexttan. 

Here aftir ensuth the goods and ornamets yt longth to the churche 
of Northokenton, wyche be in the hands and custody of the church
wardens in the sext yere of the Ray ne of the Kyngs Magest' . 

It. a chalis, gilt, wayng uno's xij and a di. It. a nother chalis p'cell 
gilt wayng uno's xiij and a di. It. a pyx p'cell gilt, wayog uno's iiij 
and a di. It. in the stepull ys iiij bells, the lest bell ways by estimac'n 
vij hundreth. It. a vestmt of crimsyn velluit wt a cross of gold. It'm 
a nother vestmet of Redd veluit. It. a olde vestmet of blew sattyn of 
bredgs wt a rede cross of blacke russett wt a whit m·osse and flours. 
It. a olde vestm et of blew selke wt a . . . . . . . . crosse. It. a olde 
vestmet of stuff wt ap'r'lls wt a m·osse of bassegold, t wt a tunacull to 
the same, and a canype of sattyn of bredgs wytche ys yn the hands of 
Master Poynts.t It. a tunacull of fusthen in napulls§ wt a red 
Rubyn. It. in old vestmetts good and bad ys iij. It. iij old amysses. 
It'm a cope of crymossyn veluit, wt G brodered wt ymag's and flou's. 
A noth' cope of blew selke wt flours. It. a noth' cope of baudkyn. 
It. in albys ys good and bad ys vj. It. in Alt'' clothes good and bade 
is v. It. in tow ell good & bade iiij. It. a cOl·porous case the one side 
of crymossyn veluit the other side of gold. It. a noth' of blacke 
veluit and reel sattyn wt Jesus . It a noth' of blew sattyn and rede 
damaske . It. a noth' of recle and blew. It. a noth' of dornyx . It'm 

* John Benson appointed Rector 27th Aug., 1546. Deprived early in 1554. 

t Base gold. 
t John Pointz, Esq. Died 14th June, 1558. 

§ Fustian of Naples manufacture. 
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iij clothus to thaym. It. a choshin of fu r:hen in napulls bynidard of 
r ede and yowlo' sarssenit.~:- It. a herse cloth of baudken. It. a old 
couerlett of grene. It. a cresmatori of tyne. It. ij crewetts. It. a 
basse and hewar of lattyn.t It. a hand bell. It. a tabull for the 
corn union. It. a tabull to strike wex of.+ It. ij gret chests wt locks 
and keys to the same. It. a crosse clothe of grene selke. It. ii of 
yowlo, the on g·ardyd wt velwyt and the other of damaske. It. ij old 
surpplysus. 

M"· yt here foloth the a compt of John Pake and W illm Morsse, 
churche wardans in the sext yere of the Rayne of the Kyngs Maiest' 

It. Resauyd of John Herde and J ohn S01ner and for sartyn stoyke 
by thame =xvj'· viijd · It. paym'ts and Repacions for the tyme ys 
xxxiij'· vW· and so Remaynus in the churche box iij '· j <~· 

.Res'ued to the use of the church one chalys p'cell gylt wayinge 
xiij oz, one cope of blew sylke, iij towells, v table clothes one cryste
metory, ij surplessus. 

The r esidue to be in the custody of John Pake and Wm Moysse to 
the King's Mab•s use. 

John Benson p'son 
(and five signs appended) 

5· M J 1\- ~ 

Wyllyam Aylo:ff. 
Willm Berners. 
Anthonie Browne. 

The Hundred of Oha:fford the iij of October. 
SouTnWoKYNGDON. 

Reynald Shapley p'son of the same towne,§ 
John Prowde, chm·chewarden. 
Humfrey Gyll 1· h b 't t 
J H 1 ·a 1n a 1 an s. ames ay ay 

W e the above named do present that thys ys the inventorye of the 

* A cushion of N atJles fustian bound with red and yellow sarsenet. 
t One special use of the "bason and ewer of latten " (or brass), not unfrequently 

mentioned in the inventories will be best explained by the following extract from a 
letter addressed to me in 1868, by the eminent liturgical scholar and antiquary, the late 
Very l~cv. Canon Rock, D.D., to whom I had sent a sketch of a font from a 
church in Bri ttany, with a smaller stone basin ~ttached. "I must premise that the 
Baptismal water in the font is always blessed after a particular manner; and two of 
the three holy oils are mingled with it. Up to the end of the 15th century Baptism 
was almost always administered in the West, as it is still in the East, by immersion; 
an d after the Priest had dipped the child three times in the blessed water, he gave it 
into the hands of the Godfather, if a boy; of the Godmother, if a girl. Now as those 
hands might have caught on them some of the consecrated oils, it was required that 
the sponsors should, as the old rubrics say in the Salisbury Manual, wash their hands 
before they go out of the churr.h, Hence, we in England, had basins expressly set 
aside for that use; abroad , as in th e little Brittany font, those smaller basins beside 
the large font, were specially made for that purpose, so that the water might go into 
the same ground drain as the water when let off from the font itself." 

t From certain allusions in the inventories, wax, for the tapers and torches, was 
commonly supplied to the churches in a crude state. 

§ Reginald Shapley or Shepley, was appointed Rector of South Ockenden, 26th Aug., 
1535. I find his will, dated the 12th Aug., and proved the 5th Dec., 1554. 
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goods that be p'taynyng to the churche of Southwokyngdon at thys 
present tyme. 

In primis a chalice with patene parcell gylt. a lytle pyx of sylv', 
whyte, both conteynyng in weyght vij ownc's. 

Item boks p'taynyng to the churche, Fyrst, a paraphrac's, a boke 
of comyn prayer & a psalter. 

It'm in stepull iiij belles whereof the least by estymatyon cotayneth 
in weyght vi•· 

It'm a handbell in weyght iij li. 
It' m a sancts bell in weyght xxiiij. li. 
It'm a basan and yewer of latyn, ij lyttle candylsticks of latyn, a 

chrysmatory and a crewett of tynne. 
Vestiments. 

In p'mis an hole sute of vegtiments for the p'ste, deacon, and sub
deacon of grene and sylke and redd flored like unto gold, and a cope 
p'taynyng to the same. iiij vestiments of r edd satyn of brydg's 
ymbrodred w' flowers, w' an albe and an amyce p'taynyng to the same, 
w' stools & £arras>~< belongyng to the same. On vestiment of whyt.e 
damask w' the Cl'OSse of redd crymsyn veluet and imbrodred, w' albe, 
amyce, stole, and other £arras belongyng to the same. An old 
vestiment of the colo' of gold wurk, w' albe, amyce, stole, £arras, 
belongyng to the same. Au old vestmet of whyte sylke w' a crosse 
of redd w' albe, amyce and other farras for the same. An old vestm!lt 
of r edd sylke w' albe, amyce w' other (sic) for the same. An old 
coope of grene sylke floored w' gold worke and lyned w' blew sarcenett. 
An old grene coope, floored w' golde worke. An old cope of blew 
sylke, flored. On cloth to hang before the altar, of blew and yoloo 
sarcenett w' a frynge. An other old cloth of whyte .. nd grene chamlet. 
ij old clothis to hang afor' an alt' . ij old alt'. clothes, iij tow ells. ij syr
plyc's, the on good y• oth' badde. v olcl strem' clothes. iij baner clothes 
stayned. ij crosse clothes of old sylke. A myter for Saynt Nycholas' 
clerks.t ij corp'as cases of cloth of gold & the other of sylke. ij cor
p 'asses. ij lytle peloes cou'ett w' olde sarcinett. A canopie cloth of 
redd sarcenett y' hanged ou' the sac'ment w' iiij lytle knopes of coop' 
& gyldett_t 

H ere foloweth the thyngs that were sold syth the Kyngs ma''• that 
now is was crowned. 

In p'mit:J Hobet Fenwyck and Humfrey Gyll sold on great payr of 
candelstyks y' stode befor' y• Alt', ij lyke payre of candelstyks that 

* Stoles and Farras. This latter word I take to mean apparels. It may possibly 
include the maniple or fa non. Lat. fano. 

t This was the mitre for the Boy Bishop whose election and investment took place 
on S. Nicholas' Day, and also on the Holy Innocen ts' or Childermas. Considering th e 
Proclama tion of H enry VIII.. dated July 22nd, 1542, fur the abolition of the custom, 
it is singular that the mitre should have been preserved in this church for ten years 
afterwards. Upon the history of the custom and the observances (too full to be em
bodied in a note), much information may be found in Brand's Popular Antiquities, 
under S . Niclzolas' D ay, and Hampson's Medii .dl:vi ICalendariunz, Vol. I. p. 78, et seq. 

t Knops of copper and gilded. 
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stode upon the alt', an hancle wt other ioysels''-' of latyn tu the sume 
of :xlij •· 

I'm the said Robet Fenwycke & Humfrey Gyll sold a chales for 
xlviij ' · iiij"" 

It'rr.. there was sold by John Prowde & Wyllm Chandeler of old 
lynnyn clothes & old thyngs to the valew of xij'" iiijd·, 

And they had bestowed aboute the Rep'acions of the chmche and 
palynge of the churchyarde the sume of vilis. iij '· xd· 

So that the church is in dett to the p'yche ou' & above yt the have 
r eceyved xlvj•· vj d. 

Reserved to the use of the churche one chalys, one cope of grene 
sylke lyned wt blew sarcenet, ij surplesses, iij Towells. ij table clothes, 
one basen and a yewer of latten . 

The residue to be in the custody of Humfrey Gyll, J eames Holyday 
to the use of the king's matie. 

Reynold Shapley, 
J amys Halyday, 

(Two signs) 
X X 

William Aylo:£1'. 
Willm Berners. 
Anthonie Browne. 

The counterpane hero£ is dd to the p'ties w1.n wrytten. 

* Toysels. This word is unknown to me. I take it to mean literally, "little toys;" 
in the present case, probably, small ornaments of trifling value. 

(To be Continued.) 
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DISCOVERY OF A ROMAN PAVEMENT AT 

COLCHESTER. 

IN February last, while digging foundations for buildings 
in North Street at the back of the Victoria Inn very near 
the river on its north bank, ·the workmen came upon some 
Roman Tesselated Pavement in very good condition. It 
was at a depth of about two and a half feet from the 
surface, and was apparently of very considerable extent, 
but, as it ran under a roadway as well as some buildings, 
it was not possible to ascertain its full dimensions. The 
part which was uncovered had to be covered in again as 
soon as possible, but not before an accurate drawing had 
been taken and the precise position of the pavement 
carefully determined. The tesserffi were small, half an 
inch square and all of earthenware, except those in one 
or two lines which were apparently of Purbeck marble. 
The design of this pavement differs considerably from that 
of any other hitherto found in Colchester. It seems 
probable that a systematic examination of the ground 
outside the north gate of the town, and on the opposite 
side of the river, might lead to discoveries of great interest 
to the Archffiologist. Unfortlmately this systematic ex
amination is practically impossible. 

The accompanyin'g illustrations show (1) the pavement as 
it exists, (2) a conjectural restoration from the remaining 
details, and (3) a plan of the site on which it was found. 

Al 



SOME PARTICULARS OF THE DESCENT OF THE 
MANOR OF LITTLE STAMBRIDGE, NOT RE
CORDED IN ESSEX HISTORY ; W!'rH AN ACCOUNT 
OF THE FAMILIES OF COCKE AND BOURCHIER 
ITS FORMER POSSESSORS. 

By H. w. KING. 

TnE Parishes of Great and Little Stambriclge, as Morant 
the Historian of our County has observed, were, no doubt, 
originally but one. At what period the division took place 
there is, apparently, nothing upon record to show. All that 
we really know, as an historical fact, is, that Little Stam
bridge was a separate parish in the reign of Edward I., for 
in 127 5, John de Kokeham held of John Fitz-J ohn (among 
other prop~rty) the advowson 'bf the church; but it is most 
likely that the separation was made at a considerably earlier 
date. 

According to Domesday, as cited by the historian, part 
of thi.:; parish belonged, before and at the time of the survey, 
to the church of the Holy Trinity in Canterhmy, for the 
maintenance of the Monb. Another part b0longed in 
Edward the Confessor's reign to one freeman, which Tedric 
Pointel unjustly seized afterwards, These lands were 
divided into two manors ; the manor of Little Stambridge 
Hall, and that of Coombes. The latter manor, or reputed 
manor, was, in ;Morant's time, as now, only a small farm. 
"The house," he says, " is moated round, but seems mean, 
and hath been much larger. Very little is said of it in 
records ."* 

'" The manor of Coombs not improbably took its name from William Cambe (or 
Combe) who died possessed of lands in Little Stambridge ci1·c. 1331, although the 
quantities do not am01mt to more than about one-fourth of the present acreage of 
Combes. In an abstract of an In!J. post mort. in my collection, 5 Edw. Ill., it is set 
forth, that William Cam be held in Little Stambridge two parts of one messuage, and 
one ga1·den, and 30 acres of arable of Robert Fitz W alter by the service of 2d. halfpenny 
per an. for which the scutage runs, and 18 acres of arable in Est wood of the heir of 



THE DESCENT OF THE MANOR OF LITTLE STAMBRIDGE. 191 

Although the parish is very small, comprising only about 
600 acres, it anciently belonged to the great families of 
Fitz-W alter, Fitz-J ohn, Hardell, .Baddlesmere, Tibetot, 
Le Despcnser, &c. 

'f he learned historian tracing the descent of the manor 
of Little Stambridge Hall, through these, down to the 
death of Sir Philip le Despenser, in 1423 or 1 ±:H, brings it 
into the possession of his only daughter Margery, who 
married first to John, Lord Roos, and afterwards to Roger 
vVentworth. At the time of her decease, in 14 78, she 
enjoyed this estate. Philip her son, being tht'n clefld, his 
son H enry W entworth succeeded her.* Sir Richard 
W entworth held this manor at the time of his decease, 
17th October, 1528, t fl.S did his son Sir Thomas Wentworth 
of N ettle~ted in Suffolk, who was created Baron W entwortb, 
2nd Dec., 21st Hen. VIII., 1529. 

It has not seemed necessary to give detailed particulars 
of the descent of the manor down to the date of the suc
cession of Sir Thomas (Lord) W entworth, as they can 
readily be referred to in the County History; but it is at 
this point that the historian becomes somewh;it inaccurate, 
when he says that John Cocke was the next possessor. Had 

J ohn Henningham [Heveningham] by tbe service of Id. per an. and 36 acres of arable 
in Rochford, formerly of the fee of the Templars of Sutton, and two parts of one wind
mill, and 10 acres of arable in Little Stambridge, ofthe fee formerly ofthe Templars of 
Sutton, by the service of lOd. per an. and that J obanna was the daughter of the F.ai.cl 
William and his next heir. (Nu. 38) . 

In another taken 6 Edw. III . in return. no doubt, to a i!Jelius inquireudum it is saicl 
that he held 4•· rent in Great Stambridge and Estwoode, with 36 acres of arable in 
Rochford, of the fee of the Templars, by the service of 26•· Sd per an. (Nu . 44). 

I have the name Cambe, bu t in this instance I copied from a trunscript made by 
Sir s ymonds O'Ewes temp . Eliz., and cannot now test his or my olrn accUI'acy in a 
single vowel, by appealing to the original record ; but the variuti· •n, if it exist, wrmld 
be unimportant, as such mutations are frequent. The above are translations from the 
Latin of the t ranscript. 

* Margeria Domina Roos, nuper uxor Rogeri Weutworth, tenuit manerium de pm·va 
Stanbrigge de Thoma ~farchione Dorset, de Hundredo suo de Rochford, per servitium 
xijd. per annum, cum hidngi.o, excr·pt' iijm partem de manorio, quam tenuit de J obanne 
de Dynham, per servitium unins paris calcarum per annum. Henrie.us W entworth est 
consanguineus et heres dicte Margerie, viz ., filius Philippi Wentworth, Milit is. I nquis . 
p ost mort. 18 Edw. IV. Nu. 25. 

t Inq. capt. 25 i'll aii 2! H en. VIII. post mortem Ricardi W entworth, Militis, qui 
tenuit manerium de Stanbridge de Roberto Ratcli:ffe, Milite, Vicecomite Fitz Wa!tet· ut 
de manerio suo de Woodham Waiter, sed per quod servitium [j urati] ignorantur . 
Valet per an. xvij li . xiij •· iiij ri · Obiit xvij die Octobris, nnno Regis preclicti. Tboma 
Wentworth, miles, est filius et heres propinquior, & etatis xxviij annorum et am
pli.us. N u . 151. 
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:M:orant been aware, as he certainly was not, of the fact that 
John Cocke had married one of the daughters of this Lord 
W entworth, it might have seemed a stronger reason for 
asslll.ming that he acquired the manor by that alliance. It 
is clear, however, in the first place, that the manor went 
to Thomas the second Lord W entworth, on the death of 
his father, in 1551, and on consulting the Inquisitw post 
·modern of J olm Cocke, * who died on the 30th December, 
157 4, I find that h.e had purchased the manor, with other 
3states, of William Frankland, Esq., and Edward Frankland, 
3-ent. ; and in two records of Court Baron of the Honour 
of Raleigh, held 2nd Aug., 16 Eliz., 1574, and 3rd Nov., 
37 Eliz., 1596, not only is the same fact stated, but it is 
fmther recited that the property was previously in the 
possession of - Gurnay, before of Thomas W entworth, son 
and heir of Thomas W entworth, son and hen· of Sir Richard 
Wentworth, Knt., and that it was alienated by Thomas, the 
second Lord vV entworth. t 

The only question that might, perchance, have arisen 
upon M01·ant's statement is, whether the intermediate per
sons had merely stood possessed as feoffees to certain uses 
created by one of the Lords W entworth; but nothing of 
this kind is to be gathered from the records. 

Richard Cocke, yeoman, the father of John Cocke, held 
a lease of the manor of Little Stambridge at the time of 
his death in 1570, and lived at the Hall, for by will, dated 
30th March and proved the 9th of June in that year, he 
gave to Amye his wife, " the term of the lease of Little 
Stambridge Hall, wherein I now dwell, for 10 years, if she 
live so long," and the residue to his son John. John, at 
this time, had been married to Elizabeth W entworth at 
least nine years. It is obvious, therefore, that be cuuld 
not have become the owner of the estate more than four 
years prior to his decease on the 30th December, 157 4. 
John, his son and successor, was then 12 years old. From 

'"Inq.postmort. 16 & 17 Eliz. Court of Wards & Liveries, Vol. XV., fo. 88, P.R.O. 
t By the courtesy of Mr. Philip Ben ton of Wakering HaU, for the present purpose, 

I consulted these records while in his temporary custody. Although in other respects 
the evidence is merely ~umulative upon that previously in my possession, this fact is 
obtained. 
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this elate 1\lf orant loses all trace of the descent of the manor, 
until he found, that, at an unascertained elate, in the 17th 
century, "it belonged to Macaiah Perry, of London, Esq., 
one of the most eminent Virginia merchants, who died 1st 
October, 1721, aged 80 and upwards.'' 

As faT back as the year 1866, I had communicated to the 
Society the fact of the possession of Little Stambridge Hall 
by Sir James Bomchier, the father-in-law of Oliver 
Cromwell, a discovery not due to myself, but to our learned 
associate Colonel Chester, by which I believed that an in
terest was given-I cannot say to the Hall itself, for there 
is nothing left of the older mansion but its chimnies-but 
still an interest to the site which had not previously been 
attached to it.* Materially aided, subsequently, by Col. 
Chester, I am now able to supplement and revise the brief 
nanative then given, by continuing the descent of the 
estate :from the time of John Cocke the younger, through 
its next possessors the Bourchiers. 

John Cocke, the younger, within a few years after he 
became of age, appears to have disposed of. the whole of 
his inheritance, having sold to Thomas 'Bowcher,' t 
Citizen and Haberdasher of London, his manor of Little 
Stambriclge, with appurtenances in . Great Stambridge, 
Canewclon, Ashingclon and Hockley, his farm called Coul
clers or Coulde House, and other lands named Nicholwycke, 
Babs, and Goolds. Thomas Bowcher died 29th Nov. 
1594, aged 56, and in his will dated the 6th of August, 
1593, and proved the 16th Dec. 1584, he stated that he 
bought the manor of Little Stambridge in his son's name, 
" whereby my wife's third will not be so good as I would 
it should be, although she is joyned purchaser with me in 
some things to the rent of £40 per annum, yet for that I would 
she should have to the thirdes of all my lands, I give unto 
Elizaheth my wife the rents and profits of my farm called 

* Transactions of the Essex Archreolngical Society Vol. IV. p. 21. 
t The Ret:ords of the Courts Baron, before referred to, state that he cnfeoifcd 

Thomas Bowcher of and in Calders by indenture dated 2nd Sept., 26th Eliz. (1581) , 
and by other indentures dated 1st July and 30th Sept., 29th Eliz. (1587), J'ohn Cocke 
and Richard his brother enfeofl'ed Thomas Bowcher and Elizabeth his wife of tenements , 
&c., called Nicol wyke. The precise date of the conveyance of the manor does not 
appear. 
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Coulders or Coulde House* during her life. To James 
Bowcher, my son, after my wife's decease, my farm called 
Caulders and Nicolwycke and Babs nnd Goolds, which my 
wife bath for life, and to the heirs of his body, remainder to 
William Bowcher and his heirs male." All his other lands 
in Essex (none however specified), and his farm at Abridge, 
he gave to his son J ames, with remainder as before. 

Jmnes, afterwards ~ir James Bourc·hier, Knt., was 
testator's only son. He, by will dated the 5th of March, 
1634-5, and proved on the 31st of April, 1635, wherein he 
.describes himself as of Little ~tam1ridge, gave to his son 
Richard, his manor house with appurtenancPs, orchard, 
gardens: yards, the land called "Cony ground, " the home 
field, and the field adjoining, containing 40 acres, and 
Rochford field 20 acrPs, all part of the manor of Stambridge 
Ball; and to his two sons \Villiam and Oliver.all those lands 
belonging to the manor of Little Stambridge Hall, in the 
occupation of William Gowers, that is to say, to William 
and his heirs to the amount of £17 per an., and to Oliver 
£20 per an. To his son J ames the tenement called Babbs 
in Much Stambridge, with the lands belonging; and to 
Richard the woodland grounds in the Park of Rochford, 
also belonging to the said man0r. The estate thus became 
divided and we have no mention of Caulders or Nicohvycke 
in the parish of Canewdon. 

It is somewhat remarkable that Thomas Bourchier, the 
eldest son of Sir J ames, is not even named in this will, 
although, from what follows hereafter, he certainly survived 
his father. It may be that he was provided for by a prior 
settlement of part of the Bourchier property, or otherwise. 

Richard Bourchier, who, according to the recorded pedi
greE', was the third (surviving) son of · Sir J ames, by will 
dated 21st Nov., 163>', and proved· 1st Feb., 163~ -g, in 
whieh he is described as of Little Stambridge, Gent., 
evidently died without issue, and gave to Frances his wife 

* This property having passed in ancient records under the names of Couldehouse, 
Coulders, Caulders, and Calders, has, in modern times, been corrupted into Scalders, by 
which it is now known. The modern ordnance maps are doing much to establish a 
corrupt local nomenclature; it would seem as if the sm:veyors sought their information 
from the most illiterate persons they could appeal to. 
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the manor house of Little Stambridge Hall, with appurte
nances, and sundry lands in the parish of Rochford, for Ji£e, 
with remainder to Oli ver Bourchier and his heirs, and in 
default, to William Bourchier and his heirs. 

The next menLion of this manor that I have met with, is 
in the will of Robert Bateman, Citizen and Skinner of 
London, and a native of Harlington in Derbyshire. He 
was an opulent man, and in this will elated 31st of Aug., 
1641, mentions his manors and lands in. ~orthpitts and 
Moones, and messuages, lands and tenements in Ashingclon, 
Hockley, Canewclon, and Stambridge, all within the Hund
red of Ror.hforcl, bu t with these I am not now concerned.* 
In a codicil elated 5th Dec. 1643, he says, "Whereas I 
have made certain small purchases in the name of my son 
Anthony Bateman of London, Merchant, of the manor of 
J_,ittle Stambridge, and sundry parcels lately belonging to the 
said manor, and the moiety or half of the Mansion House,t. 
1v.ith appurtenances, called Little Starnbridge Hall, with 
dovehouse, barn, and certain orchards and grounds to the 
said manor house adjoining and belonging, by certain deeds 
inrolled in Chancery,! made to me by Thomas Bourch~er, 
Esq., and Elizabeth his wife, and Oliver Bourchier, Gent., 
sons of Sir James Bourchier, Knt., give . the same to my 
son Anthony and his heiTs for eveT." The will was proved 
2nd of Aug., 1645. 

Having brought the descent of the manor clown to this 
dat(:), very few links are, probably, now wanting to connect 
the chain, as, according to M01·ant, the est::tte came into the 
possession of Macaiah Perry in this centUI"y. Whether~ 
amid a multiplicity of similaT investigations, I shall find 
leisure for fUI"ther research, and, if so, be able to supply the 
missing links, I cannot telL 

The meagre account of the family of Cocke given by 
Mm·ant, and the entire absence of any mention by the 

* There is no mention of him, "Or of his holding these lands, in the con\}ly history. 
t That Robert Bateman should have bought only a moiety of the house is, perhaps, 

explicable in this way; Frances the widoo;~" of Richarcl Bourchier hatl a life in reres.t in 
the house and appmtenances, and some equitable arrangement hacl perhaps to be come 
to, whereby she may have retain<"d the other moiety, in satisfaction of her claim. 

t As the facts are explicit, I clid not think it necessary to examine the inrolment fot· 
t.he present purpose. 
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historian of that, of Sir J ames Dourchier, who, as the 
father-in -law of Oliver Cromwell, has become in some sort 
an historical personage, have led me to compile and append 
pedigrees of both ; and in view of this communication 
also to visit 

LITTLE STAMBRIDGE HALL. 

From the character of the chimnies, as seen en passant, 
although the whole exterior has otherwise a modern aspect, 
I had hoped that, perhaps the interior might retain the 
ancient apartments, or some remains of an Elizabethan, or 
even seventeenth century house, contemporary with the 
Bourchiers. In company with our associate, Mr. J ames F. T. 
Wiseman, by the comtesy of Mr. Cross, the occupier, a 
minute examination of the structure was made, with the 
result, that with the exception of the chimnies, not a 
·vestige of the older house exists. That, in my opinion, 
was Elizabethan, and coincided very closely on plan 
with the ichnography of Little w· akering Hall, a late 
Elizabethan structure of timber and plaster. The present 
house seems to have been rebuilt in the Georgian period, 
upon the old lines, with, perhaps, a little diminution at the 
east end, retaining only the chimnies, ornamented with the 
black brick in lozenge pattern. 'l'he garden, in front, and 
walled-in, no doubt represents the original extent of it. 

Apart from its historical associations in connection with 
the Bomchiers-for it is not easy to believe that the future 
Lord Protector and his wife were not occasional visitors 
here, even if it were not here that he courted Elizabeth 
Bomchier-the site is not, on other grounds, entirely 
devoid of archrnological interest. 

Only a short distance in the rear of the present house, 
a wide and deep moat, but very recently drained for 
agricultural reasons, encloses a quadrangular area of, by 
estimation, about three-quarters of an acre, denoting the 
site of a very ancient and considerable manor house, which 
would seem to have been approached by a drawbridge on 
the south. There are traces of another moat adjoining to 
the east, which enclosed a much large-r area, estimated at 
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about two acres. This, no doubt, included barns, stables, 
and outhouses, and was an enclosure within which sheep 
and cattle might be secured at night from depredation. 
Cuttings, as Mr. Cross informed us, had been made across 
the line of this moat through boggy matter ; and timber, 
stone, and building material had also been removed. These 
moats were supplied by a perennial spring which rises near 
the present house. 

There are some signs of the closely adjacent church 
having also been enclosed by ditches, in connection with 
the moats. It is a small mean structure, barbarously re
built of red brick upon the old foundations, in the last 
century. The north doorway, and a mere fragment of the 
old wall remain towards the west end. There are no sepul
chral monuments within, and even the parish registers have 
been destroyed down to the end of the 17th century. 

THE FAMILY OF CocKE. 

Although till the reign of Elizabeth, reputed, and styled 
by themselves, only yeoman, yet according to the Patent of 
Arms granted by Sir William Dethicke, Garter, in 1587, 
the Cockes were of very ancient lineage. As appears in 
Harleian MS. 1507, this grant was to "John Cocke of 
Prittlewell, * son of John Cocke of Shopland, Esq., and 
Elizabeth his wife, one of the daughters of the Rt. Hon. 
Thomas, Lord W entworth, Chamberlaine to King Eel ward 
VI., which John was sou of Richard Cocke, the son of 
John Cocke the elder, and anciently descended, by proof of 
sundry evidences (from one Ranulphus Cocus), elated in 
the reign of Hen. Ill., Eclwcl. Ill., Hen, IV., Hen. I., &c." 
Then follows the blazon : " Sables and gould indented per 
pale. Crest, a unicorn's head, coupe, per pale gould and 
sables, upon a chapeau Royall, gules, lined ermine." Much 
perplexity is, however, caused by a statement occurring in 
heraldic works, both in print and MS., that the arms of 
Cocke, of Little Stambridge, are ·" Argent, three bends 
sable,'' an exemplification assumed to have been made to 

.,. This seems to denote that in 1587 he had quitted Little Stambridge Hall. 

Bl 
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John Cocke of that place, by Cooke, Clarenceux, in 1585.* 
Both these coats are, moreover, borne quarterly in the onJy 
example of the monumental heraldry of the family known 
to be extant.t Although there are examples of families 
bearing two paternal coats of arms, distinguished as 
'' ancient" and modern, and although it was not altogether 
unusual, formerly, for a person to change his armorial 
bearings under the authority of a fresh exemplification, 
often very soon after the first grant, yet, after considerable 
research, I fear that I cannot offer a certain or satisfactory 
solution of the difficulties that present themselves in the 
present case. 

The second coat is undoubtedly that of a contemporary 
family, Cooke of Pebmarsh, and the Cockes of Stambridge 
might have become entitled to quarter it by a marriage 
with an heiress of one of that family, but no evidence ap
pears of such a match having taken place. I incline to the 
opinion that most probably the Cockes of Stambridge bad 
used these arms prior to having received a grant from Sir 
William Dethicke, and that after that they continued to 
quarter them, by assumption, with their legitimate coat. 
They may indeed have sprung from a common ancestor 
with the Cookes. We are met however by this apparently 
conflicting evidence in the Heraldic Visitation of Essex, in 
1634,! in which the descent of the Cookes of Pebmarsh is 

* In Vol. I ll . p. 191 of the Transactions of the Society, I have printed a brief notice 
of this family with the wills of two of them and particulars of these grants. 

t On a mural monument in Prittlewell Church: Quarterly, 1 Gu. a chevron engr. 
between three boars' heads era. Arg. 2 Per bend sinister Erm. and Sa. a lion rampant 
reguardant Or. 3 Sa. within a bordure a lion rampant Arg. 4 Sa. a chevron Arg. 
between three lozenges per fess Gu. and of the second, impaling the arms of Cocke, 
Quarterly , 1 and 4 Per pale indented Sa. and Or. 2 and 3 Arg. three bends Sa. 
Crest, On a chapeau Gu. turned up Erm. a boar passant Arg. collared of the first. 
Beneath is this inscription-" Here lieth buried Mm·y Davies the wife of Richard 
Davies, the sonne of John Davies the elder of Middleton in the county of Salop, 
EsquiJ:e, one of the body Exterordinm·y to his Majesty. Shee was eldest daughter and 
coheir of Richm·d Cocke of this Pru·ish, Esq., son of John Cocke Esquire by Elizabeth 
his wife one of the daughters of the Right Honorable Thomas Lord W entworth, Lord 
Chamberlain to King Edward VI. Shee depmted this life without issue borne, on the 
2 day of September anno 1623." Beneath are the arms of Davies alone as in the first 
quarter. 

t For the examination of this and other records of the College of Arms in the course 
of this investigation, I am indebted to the kind courtesy and assistance of G. E . 
Cokayne, Esq., Lancaster Herald, but I am solely responsible for the deductions made 
and the opinions expressed. 
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recorded by the Heralds and attested by the signature of 
the representative of the family. The original arms are 
entered and tricked " .Argent three bends sable." The 
pedigree commences with John Cooke of Horkesley, after
wards of Pebmarsh, who had a son Robert, who had two 
sons, ( 1) Thomas of Pebmarsh, and (2) John Cooke of Little 
Stambridge in Co. Essex, who died without issue, to whom, 
as is further recorded, was exemplified by Clarenceux 
Cooke, .A 0 • 1535, the following coat, ".Argent three bends 
Azure." Now this is such an alteration or difference as 
might be expected to be made in favour of one who desired 
to distinguish his branch from the rest of the family. It is 
possible that he may have gone to reside at Little Stambridge, 
but it is impossible, as second son of Robert Cooke of 
Pebmarsh, he can be identical with John Cocke of Little 
Stambridge; nor can I :find in their wills or other records 
that there was any contemporary relationship, line for line, 
between the two families, as far as their pedigrees extend. 
The only way to establish a supposed identity with the 
Cockes of Stambridge will be to assume that Robert Cocke 
(whose paternity is not absolutely proved), may have been 
a son of John Cocke of Prittlewell, who died in 1532, and 
that these are identical with John and Robert of Pebmarsh, 
but this assumption is, upon examination, untenable. The 
difficulty seems explicable only in one of two ways, either 
that John Cooke, of Pebmarsh, became the tenant of Little 
Stambridge Hall, under the Bourchiers, or that, which it may 
perhaps be presumptuous to suggest, an error has crept into 
the visitation in describing him as of Little Stambridge 
Hall, and confounding him with his contemporary John 
Coclm of that place. 

What the sundry evidences may have been which proved 
the descent of John Cocke from Ranulphus Cocus, does not 
appear, nor can I discover that a pedigree of the family was 
ever registered. 

Morant mentions that in 1381, Thomas atte Coke and 
Catherine his wife held a moiety of the manor of Shopland, 
&c. He is a very probable ancestor, and that is all that 
may be said in the absence of proof. The name atte Coke 
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would, however, seem to be synonymous with atte Hill, 
Cok signifying in the Celtic, elevatus, caput, whereas Cocus 
(Lat. coquus, a cook) was the common latinization of the 
surname Cook.* John Cok of Lachyndon, who died in 
1404, held 150 acres of arable and marsh in that parish, 
of the King or of the Honour of Dover. Philip Cok was 
his son. If these be ancestors I am unable to connect them ; 
but Thomas Cok of Prittlewell, one of the feoffees appointed 
on establishing the Guild there in 14 78, undoubtedly was 
one. Quitting the region of uncertainty, and rejecting all 
matters of conjecture and speculation, the accompanying 
brief pedigree, drawn exclusively from testamentary and 
monumental evidence, may be relied upon as authentic. John 
Cocke, who married one of the daughters of Lord Went
worth, was the :first of his family, who (in his will) styled 
himself Gentleman. As Lord W entworth had eight sons 
and nine daughters, of whom Elizabeth was . the seventh, 
that she should wed the son of an opulent yeoman of the 
time, and her father's tenant, might not be considered an 
ineligible match, although her elder sisters had married into 
distinguished families. t Thomas their eldest son, died 
young, and John became the heir, and "a gentleman of 
blood and coat armour." After the sale of his estates, soon 
after he had attained his majority, I have found no trace 
of him. Richard, his younger brother, left three daughters 

• coheirs, and in this line, it seems probable, that the family 
became extinct in name. 

"' The celebrated Sir Antbony Cooke is styled upon his monument in Romford 
Chnrcb, Dom:'nus Antonius Cocus. 

t When the <iistinctions of rank were more rigidly observed, " yeoman" was con
sidered "a good addition to a name ; " and, however op•tlent, a yeoman, Ingenuu,· as 
Camden styles him, did not ordinarily style himself Gene1·osus until he had acquired 
the right to use armorial bearings. Soon after the Reformation the roll of the Gentry 
was greatly increased owing to the increase of wealth, and in the reign of Elizabeth 
grants of arms were numerous. Those familiar with the ancient records of the country 
know tbat numerous heraldic families are to be traced directly back to the yeomanry 
and citizens. The marriage of Elizabeth W entworlh with J obn Cocke is not given in 
the Rev. Alexander J acob's elaborate work on the Peerage. 



PEDIGREE OF OOOKE oF PRITTLEWELL AND OF LITTLE STAMBRIDGE HALL, CO. ESSEX. By H. W. KING. 

JohnCocke= 
I 

Richard C~cke, of Little Stambridge=Amye, clan . of 
Hall, Co. E ssex, yeoman, eldest son I 
and heir. Grantee with his brother living in 1570. 
Thomas of the manor of Stansgate 
Priory, Co . Essex, J 533. Will clat. l 
30 March and Prov. 9 June, 1570 
(P.C.C. 20 Lyon). 

2 

I . 
Thomas Cocke, of Pnttlewell, Co. 
Essex, yeoman of the Guard to King 
H en. VIII. Grantee, with his brother 
Thomas afcl. of the manor of Stans
gate Priory in 1533 . \Vill dat. at 
Calais 21 July, 1544 . Prov. 7 Feb. 
1544-5 (P.C.C. 22 Pynning) . 

3 

I 
John Cocke=Margaret 
"the younger" 
ob. 1522. Bur. 
in Pri ttlewell 
Ch. afd. M.I. 
(Weever'sFun. 
Mon.) 

4 

I 
William Coclce, ofPrittle-= J ohan 
well, Co. Essex, yeoman. living 
Will (in which he desires in 
to be buried atPrittlewell) 1546 . 
dat . 12 Aug. and Prov 24 
Nov. 1546 (P.C.C. 19 
Alen) . 

I 
J ohn Cocke, of Little Stambridge=Elizabe th, seventh 

I , 
Thomas Cocke, 

I -------------------------1 
Margaret wf. of J ohn \Vright, Robert Cocke, 

H all, Co. Essex, Gent. eldest son I clan. of Thomas, 
and heir. Not 20 in 1544. W ill (in Lord Wentworth, 
which he desires to be buried in Chamberlain to 
Little Stambriclge Church) dat. 12 1 King Edw. VI. 
Dec. 1574 and Prov. 27 Jan. 1575-6 Living in 1574. 
(P.C.C. 1 Pyckering). 

1 2 

living in 1544, 
ob. ante 1570. 

both living in 15i0. nephew of Thomas 

I 
Margaret, not 21 in 1570. 

3 

I 

afd. and presumed 
2nd son of John. 
Living 1544 ob. ante 
1570. 

I I 
Thomas Cocke, eldest son. John Cocke, of Little Stambridge H all afd . Richard Cocke, Jiving=Mary dau. of John Fam e of 
Living in 1570 . Ob. ante Aged 12 in 1574 . Inq. pest mort. 16 & 17 
1574 v. p. E liz. Arms and crest granted to him by 

Sir William Dethick, Garter, 1587. 

in 1674. Ob. 22 Nov., I Co. Stafford, Gent. \Vill dat . 4 Sept. 
1612. Bur. in Prittle- 1G30 & P rov. 4 May 1631 (P.C.C. 68 
well Church afd. M. I. St. John). Bur. in Prittlewell Ch. M.I. 

I . 
Mary. eldest dau. and coherr, wf. of 
R ichard Davies, Esq . son of J ohn 
Davies the elder o( Middleton, Co. 
Salop, Esq. She ob. 2 Sept. 1632. 
Bur. in Prittlewell Ch. afcl. M.I. 

1 

r 
Edmund. 

2 

wiJam. 

I · I 
Catherine, 2nd dau . and coheir, wf. Anne, 3rd dau. and 
of Edmuncl Fisher of Southend in coheir, living and 
par. Prittlewell, Esq. , a barrister of unmarried in 1631. 
the Inner Temple. Exex. to her 
mother in 1631. 

3 

John. 

I 1st clan. 
- 1 . 
Catbenne. 

2nd dau. 
-~-

Frances. 

3rd dau. 
-1 

Mary. 
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THE F A.MILY OF BOURCHIER~ 

For my first knowledge of the connection of this family 
with the Hundred of H ochford, I was 'indebted, as I have 
said, to Colonel Chester, who, many years since, transmitted 
to me an abstract of the will of Sir Jaines Bourchier. The 
impOTtance of the communication was obvious, it was a new 
fact in Essex History, and, as I at once saw, the clue 
towards filling a broad hiatus in the descent of the manor 
of Little Stambridge. With a knowledge of the relationship 
in which Sir J ames Bourchier stood to Oliver Cromwell, 
I at once had recomse to the records of the College of Arms, 
and by favom of my friend the late Mr. G. H . Rogers
Harrison, Windsor Herald, a valued member of our Society, 
was fmnished with a copy of the Bourchier pedigree as 
recorded by the Officers of A:rms in the Visitation of Essex 
in 1634, attested by the autograph of Sir James Bourchier 
himseH, and that of his second cousin Thomas Bourchier.* 
Soon afterwards I discovered the will of Richard Bourchier, 
third son, and successor of Sir J ames in the Stambridge 
estate; and, more recently, I have been favoured by Col. 
Chester with an abstract of the more important will of 
Thomas Bowcher (or Bourchier) the father of Sir J ames, 
with sundry extracts from other records relating to the 
family . These wills and extracts have supplied the prin
cipal additions that I have made to the pedigree as it stands 
in the Visitation, which additions are distinguished by 
being printed in italics. 

It will be seen on reference to the descent, that the first 
three generations of the Bourchiers were settled at Poukle
ston (most probably Bockleton near Ten bury), in W orcester
shire. Although these are undated, reckoning from the 
first authenticated date would certainly place the family 
there in the reign of Hen. VII. W hatever may have 
been their more ancient descent, no pretence is made 
in the pedigree to connect them with the family of the 

* To G. E. Cokayne, Esq., Lancaster Herald, I have to express my obligation for 
more recent searches and collation. 
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Bourchiers, Earls of Essex, and the armorial bearings 
assigned to them are as distinct as could possibly have 
been devised. 

Thomas Bowcher (as he signs his name) went to London, 
where, as a Citizen and Haberdasher, he acquired what was 
then a considerable fortune, and purchased, as we have seen, 
the manor of Little Stambridge and other lands. . It seems 
almost certain, however, that he never resided there, and 
dying at his house in Lombard Street, in 1594, within 
about seven years after he had bought the property, was 
buried in the church of S. Edmund the King and Martyr, 
with heraldic honours, his funeral certificate, with escocheon 
emblazoned, being entered in the records of the College of 
Arms. Sir James Bourchier, his only son and successor, 
who, before the year 1607, had attained to sufficient 
social and public distinction to obtain the honour of knight
hood, ultimately did reside at Little Stambridge, but at 
what date he first occupied the house I have not, at present, 
found evidence to show. In Jan., 1607, he had a daughter 
baptized in the church of S. Mary Aldermary, "~ and there 
is not the slightest doubt, from other register extracts fur
nished by Col. Chester, that from the year 1608 to 1621, 
he lived in the parish of All Hallows Barking, upon 
Tower Hill, where six of his children were baptized, and 
two buried, events which seem rather to denote continuous 
1·esidence in London between those years, not, perhaps, with 
certainty, but with great probability. AtJ.cl this view is par
tially sustained by the fact that hi'S pedigree was not entered 
in the Visitation of Essex in 1612, as it almost certainly 
would have been, had he lived there at that time. Only 
two years before, though already entitled to bear arms 
under a grant to his father, Sir J ames Bourchier received 
an exemplification changing his armorial bearings, a practice 
of occasional occurrence to which I have previously referred. 
On the 23rd September, 1587, Mr. Clarenceux Cooke, 
granted to Thomas Bom chier, son of Richard Bourchier 
of Poukleston, these arms, Sa. a chevron Erm. between 

* Thomas, the eldest son, and Elizabeth must have been born prior to this date. 
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three leopards passant Ppr. Crest, On a mount Vert, a 
greyhound sejant, Arg. ducally gorged, lined and ringed, 
the line passing between the fore legs and reflexed over 
the back, Or.* The arms subsequently assigned to Sir 
J ames Bourchier are, Sa. three leopards passant in pale 
Or. Crest, A greyhound, salient, Or. "By Letters patent 
exemplified to Sir J ames Bourchier, Knt. by Mr. Camden, 
8 Jac., 1610."t 

For the reasons above assigned, it is most probable that 
Sir J ames Bourchier did not live at Little Stambridge Hall 
till after 1621. I have folmd no mention of him there in 
contemporary records of the Hundred. In an undated list 
of Justices, Freeholders, &c. of the County of Essex, 
temp. Oar. I., in the Rarleian Library, which n·om internal 
evidence is earlier than 1632, his name occurs under 
Rochford, as Knight and Justice, and he was certainly 
living at Little Stambridge Hall at the date of the Heraldic 
Visitation in 1634, and till his death in the succeeding 
year. Cromwell, his son-in-law, was at this period in 
Parliament, having been first returned in 1631. My duty 
and desire, in the interest of archreology and history, is to 
lay before the reader only facts, and rational deductions 
frDm them ; to his imagination it must be left to as
sume, or not, from the premises, the probability of the 
future Lord Protector and his wife, having been occasional 
or frequent visitors at Little Stambridge Hall, or present 
at the funeral of ·the Knight, if he were buried in the 
village chmch. Re gave no particular directions for his 
funeral or place of interment, simply desiring " to be buried 
in christian burial," but I think the natural conviction will 
be, that he lies in Little Stambridge church, though neither 
gravestone nor register exists to verify it. The registration 
of his burial has not been found elsewhere. Re was 
63 years of age, and left sons who were minors to the 

* Cooke's Docqucts, Coli. of Arms. In the arms as tricked in the Visitation of 
Essex, 1634, th e leopards are marked Or, but being apparently spotted Sa. they may 
be considered Ppr. The Crest however differs materially, A greyhound sejant Arg. 
collared Sa. 

t An exemplification, distinguished from a grant, denotes that the person was pre
viously entitled to bear arms, but that some addition or alteration was then made. 
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guardianship of his friend J ames N uttalJ, of Rochford, 
Gentleman.* 

Contemporary with Thomas Bourchier, father of Sir 
J ames, was his cousin, John Bourchier, of Loutdowne, in 
Essex, which I conjecture is Lovedowne, in the parish of 
Hockley. H e was appointed overseer of Thomas Bol.irchier's 
will, and his son, a Gentleman P ensioner, subscribes the 
pedigree for his own line of descent. That which I have 
appended covering the ent:iJ:e period of the connection of 
the family with Essex, I have not !nirsued the investigation 
further, except that some of the extracts contributed by 
Col. Chester are so clearly applicable to J ames Bourchier, 
the second son of Srr J ames, who appears to have settled 
at Whepstead in Suffolk, that I have incorporated them, 
placing some others at the foot. 

Soon amid the countless examples of the rise and fall of 
families, and the strange vicissitudes of fortune, so familiar 
to historic genealogists, the Bourchiers seem to have fallen 
into decay. 

NoTEs. 

It seems to me desirable that the following extracts from MSS. &c., 
contributed by Col. Chester, and some other particulars which could 
not with certainty be applied to the pedigrees should be appended. 

In Tanner MS. 180 Bodleian Library, (being a volume of Suffolk 
Pedigrees, by Philip Cancller a minister at Ipswich), on p . 183 is a 
pedigree of Young from which it appears that 

Thomas Young, D.D. = 
Cam b. 

Master of J esus Coli., I 

H enry Young (5th son) "he married Susan daughter 
of . . . . . . Bourchier, brother to the wife of Oliver 
Cromwell called Protector " - and had issue Susan, 
(Mary, Susan and others died infants). 

No dates are given, but Candler wrote about 1650- 1659. 
In Tanner MS. 324, also by Candler, giving brief accounts of the 

Suffolk parishes and Suffolk gentry in them, he says, " In Whepsted 

"' Richard Bourchier and James Nuthall, Gent., allege the marriage between the 
said Richard and Frances Nuthall in 1635. The Nuttalls, as more frequently spelt, 
were a rather numerous family in Roch£ord in the early part of that century, but of the 
yeomen class. 

Cl 
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this yeare, 1655, lives .. , ... Bourchier, Esq., and ...... Bomchier, 
gent. his brother, sonnes of Sr J ames Bomchier, Kn1• A daughter of 
this Sir James Bomchier is wife to Oliver Cromwell, Lord Protector." 
In Tanner MS. 266, is an alphabetical list of Suffolk gentry, "in my 
time, viz , from the beginning of the reigne of King J ames to this 
yeare 1659, whose coates either were not set up by Robert Riece, Esq., 
in the chmch of Preston, or had been broken down or were overlooked." 
Candler says : '' BoURCHIER. . . . . . . Bourchier sonne of sr J ames 
Bourchier, Kn1· & brother to the wife of Oliver Cromwell, protector, 
lived in Whepsted in the yeare 1657, his estate decayed." 

The Rev. Mark Noble gives the following from the Register of 
Whepsted. "Married, 1656, Mr. Henry Young and Mrs. Susan 
Bourchier." Bmied, 1656, March 15, Mr. James Bomchier. 

Thomas Bowcher, mentions in his will (1593) "my cousin Paule 
Bowcher," but too indefinitely to be applied to the Pedigree, and 
independently of this, cousin was commonly used for nephew. He 
names also his "brothers in law, Thomas, Bartholomew and Isaack 
Morley." 

The spelling, Bourchier, has been retained throughout as that of 
the Visitation, and the later use of the family. 



RoCHFORD. Thomas Bourchier, of= 
Poukleston( ? Bockleton), 

Co. Worcester, Gent. 

I 
Thomas Bourchier, of= 

Poukleston, E sq. I 
I 

Richard Bourchier, of= 
Poukleston. I 

I I 
Thomas Bourchier, Citizen and= E lizabeth, dau. of J ames Morley, William Bourclzie1·,= 
Haberdasher of I,ondon, ¥Vilt of London, Ironmonger. Exex. 
dat. 6 Aug., 1593, Prov. 16 Dec., to her husband in 1594. [Re-
1594 ( P. C'.G. 87 Dixy) . Died at married to Witliam Seabright, 
his house in LombardSt., 29 Nov. of Blackhall, par. Wolverley, Co. 
1594, Aged 56. Bur. in the Worcester. Town Clerk of Lon
church of S . Edmund the IS:ing I don, 16 Eliz.(Rev. M ark Noble). ] 
and Mmlyr, Lombu.rd St. Fun. 

L iving in 1593 . I 

Cedif. 1. 6, p . 11. Colt. Arms. 

I 
Sir J ames Bourchier, of Little= Frances, dau. of Thomas Craine, 
Stambridge, Co. Essex, K nt., I of . . . ... . . Co., Suffolk. 
1634. Will dat . . ) Jl(ar. 1634-5. 
Prov. 30 April 1635 (P.C. C. 32 
Sadler). A ged 22 in 1594. 
D ied in 1635, aged 63 . 

I 
J ames Bourchier,= . . . . . . . . dau. of 

2nd son , of Whep- . . . . . . . . Frost, 
stead, Co. Suffolk. of . .. . . . .. Co. 
B ur. there 15 Jlfar . Suffolk. 

Thomas Blourchier= Elizabeth, dau. 
eldest son and heir of . .. . .. ... . 
appt. Aged circ. WidowofH enry 
30 in 1634. Cromwell . 

1656-7. 

/ I" 

I 
R obert, Bapt, 

24 :July, 1608, 
at A ll Hallows, 
Ba1·king, Lon
don. Bur. there 
same day. 

PEDIGREE OF BOURCHIER OF LITTLE STAMBRIDGE HALL, CO. ESSEX . 

I I 
:John Bourchier,=Anne, dau. of 
Died before 1593. I .......... .. 

R e-man·d. to 
1,---,1---' ... . . . Clerke. 

Twodaurs. = 

H ugh Bourchier,= 
L iving in 1593 . I ,--

A daur. 
L iving in 1593. L iving in 1593. / I\ 

I I 

I . 
A dau. wife of 

T homas Woodward, 
of IS:ithermaster 

( ? IS:idde~minster) . 
L iving in 1593. 

I 
Thomas Bourchier,= . . •.... , 

~nd son. J . ... . .. . 

I 

dau. of 
Smith. 

John Bourchier, of=A nn, dau. of 
L outdowne (? Love-~ J ames D ownes, ot 
downe in par. H ock- Bodney, Co. Nor-
ley), Co. E ssex. folk, Esq. 

• 

I 
Thomas Bourchier,=Judith, dau. of 
one of the Gentn. , Richard Tomkins, 
P ensioners to His of Monington, Co, 
Majesty, 1634. Hereford, Esq. 

Ann, only dau. and heir appt. 

I . 
:John B ourchzer, 
of K ithermaster 

(? Kidderminster ) •. 
Living in 1593. 

Francis, Bapt. 
5 Feb. 1609-10, 
at All .Hallows, 
Barking, L on
don. N ot living 
in 1634. 

R ichard Bourchier, of= Frances, dau. of . . . . . . 
Little Stambndge H all, Nuthall, of Rocliford, 
Co. Essex, Gent. Bapt. Co. Essex. A!arr.Alleg. 
27 April, 1615, at All dat. 27 JlJay, 1635. She 
Hallows,Barking,L on- was tfi.en aged 21 and a 
don. Will dat. 21 Nov ., spinster. To marry at 
1637, Proved 1 Feb., Canewdon ( Bp. L ond. 
1638-9(P.C.C.37 Har- R eg. ) . E xex . to her 

I 
William Bourclzier,= Elizabeth, dau . 
Bapt. 20 Aug. 1616, of 

i 
Henry, Bapt. 

7 Jlday . 1618, at 
All I:lallows, 
Barkz"n.g , Lon

don . L iving in 
1634. 

I 
Oliver, B apt. 

4 :Jan. , 1620-1, 
at A ll Hallmvs, 
B arking, Lon
don. L iving in 
1637. 

I 
E lizabeth, wife of Oliver 
Cromwell, second brother's 
son to Sir Oliver Cromwell, at All Eiallows, Bar-

kz?zg,London. Living 
in 1637. 

vey ) . husband in 1639. 

of Hinchingbroke, Oo. 
Huntingdon, Knt. "Warr. 
22 A ug. 1620, at S. Giles', 
Cripp le gate, London. Ob. 
8 Oct. 1672. (carlile)] Bur. 
atNarborough,Oo.Lincotn: 

I 
A nn, B apt. 

21 J'an .,l 606-7 
at S. ildary A l 
derma?y, Lon
don. Notliving 
in 1634. 

I 
F rances, Bur. 

22 IIJar. 1620-1, 
at All Hallows, 
Barliing, Lon
don. 



SOME ACCOUNT OF THE TOWN AND CHURCH 
OF WITHAM. 

By LIEUT.-CoL. W. J. LucAs. 

THE earliest notice that we :find of the Town is in Bishop 
Gibson's additions to Camden's Britannia, who supposes 
it to have been founded by King Edward the Elder, son of 
Alfred, upon the site of the Roman Station " Ad Ansam." 
He refers to a castle built there by him about the year 912, 
as mentioned by Matthew of Westminster, and how in the 
meantime he held his court at ~:faldon. It is noticed that 
the Saxons made choice of the forsaken camps of the 
Romans for their castles and towns. 

Camden, quoting from Siculus Flaccius, notices that 
the fields near the Roman Colonies were determined by 
several kinds of bounds, marked sometimes by one thing, 
sometimes another : a statue of Mercury, a wine vessel, 
&c. Hence they were named " Ad columnam," " Ad tres 
tabernas," "Ad votam," "Ad septem fratres," "Ad aqui1am 
minorem," "Ad Herculem," &c. It may be presumed that 
"Ad Ansam," which is an ear or handle of a jug, a shoe 
latchet, a link of a chain, a loop, &c., according to Ainsworth, 
may have been one of these marks of the bounds of the 
lands surrounding the colony of Camulodunum or Maldon, 
which is six miles distant, and which is the precise distance 
between that station and "Ad Ansam" as laid down in 
Iter. IX. of Antoninus, and approximates to the distance 
between that Station and Combretonium (Brettenham in 
Suffolk), viz. 22 miles in a straight line, the Roman roads 
being generally straight from station to station. 

Hence it may be inferred that Witham occupies the 
station "Ad Ansam '' of the Romans. 
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It is singular, however, that scarcely any Roman re
mains have been discovered in Witham. Gibson in his 
additions to Camden, mentions a silver coin of Domitian 
found under the foundations of an old wall, built partly of 
Roman brick, at Faulkborne Hall, within a mile of the 
ancient camp, in the centre of which now stands the station 
of the Great Eastern Railway. Morant refers to one coin 
of the Emperor V alens and another of Gratian, found in 
levelling the earthworks, by Mr. Barwell. This must have 
been on the southern side where now the avenue leading 
to the mansion known as " the Grove " (which was built 
by him) affords a favourite promenade to the inhabitants 
of the town. 

In the course of cutting through the earthworks for the 
Railway, thxee iron weapons were found, beside some 
human remains. They were about four feet in length 
with a kind of blade about 9 inches long and one in 
thickness, and rounded at the end ; the opposite end or 
handle terminating with a circular knob, like that of an 
ordinary poker. They were so much corroded that it was 
difficult to come to a correct conclusion as to their original 
thickness, but they had no indication of ever having been 
sharp at the sides or point. These weapons were presented 
to the Chelmsford and Essex Museum. 

In 1844 a group of cinerary urns, of very coarse material 
and marked with rude patterns, was found in a field at 
the back of Witham House, midway between the High 
Street and the brook which skirts the town, by Mr. Pattisson, 
who presented them to the Witham Literary Institution. 

Beyond these we hear no tidings of early remains having 
been discovered. 

The remains of the ancient camp are still traceable. On 
the side next the town they have been levelled, as before
mentioned, by Mr. Barwell. Next the brook in the Temple 
Field they remain probably of their original elevation. On 
the remaining sides they have been more or less levelled, but 
nevertheless, the whole plan of the camp is still traceable. 
Whether, however, this work was originally Roman, and 
that Edward the Elder founded his town on the forsaken 
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site, or whether the works were first thrown up in his 
day must remain a matter of doubt. On the authority of 
Matthew of Westminster we must take it that "a castle," 
by which probably a town was implied, was founded here 
about the year 15. The town never appears to have 
obtained any particular notoriety. It formerly had a 
market at Chipping or Cheping Rill, which was the town 
in earlier times, (the present town having subsequently 
grown up in what was known as the Hamlet of N ewland), 
on Sundays, which in the 2nd year of Henry III., was 
changed to Wednesday, and subsequently to Tuesday. 
It had at one time a small trade from the manufacture of 
Locheram and several houses in which the looms were 
worked still exist in Locheram Lane, which, till within 
about two years since, remained in their original plan, 
but have since been altered. 

In July, 1568, the Assizes for the county are recorded , 
to have been held here, but the reason for this is not 
stated. A field at the extremity of the town is called the 
" Gallows Field; " and it is stated that some years since 
some human bones were exhumed at the junction of the 
road near the Roman Catholic Church, which were supposed 
to be those of criminals executed there in that year. 

About the year 1737 a chalybeate spring was discovered 
by a Dr. Taverner, on which an attempt was made to give 
the town the character of a watering place. Morant, 
mentions that the Great Hall at New Hall, rebuilt by 
Henry VIII. and styled by him the Palace of Beaulieu, 
now a convent near Chelmsford, was bought and translated 
here for an assembly room. Re also mentions that the 
Pattissons adomed the town more than any other persons 
with good bricked houses. In this however he erred, as, 
till very recently, only three houses existed in the town 
built of brick, the whole of the remainder being, and still 
remaining old timber houses, faced, probably at that time, 
with brick. Previously they probably were of the pic
turesque character of the old inn formerly bearing the 
sign of the Eagle~ which, with the exception of one portion 
now severed and its original appearance tastelessly destroyed, 
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remains within and without, a perfect model of a country 
hostelry of the olden time. 

l t may be noted that in the mansion known as the 
Grove, now the residence of Mrs. Ducane, but then that 
of the Earl of Abercorn, Queen Charlotte, wife of King 
George III., .passed her first night in England, on her way 
to London, after having landed at Harwich. The house, 
which is a spacious one, contains a fine oak staircase, and 
some good oak panelling, which, however, together with 
the ballusters has been thickly coated with paint. 

(To be Continued.) 



ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AT SOUTHEND, 
29TH OF JULY, 1879. 

G. ALAN LowNDES, EsQ., PRESIDENT, IN THE CHAIR. 

THE chair was taken by the President at the Royal Hotel 
at half-past eleven, and there was a large attendance of 
Members and Visitors. Upon the call of the President the 
Secretary read the Annual Report which was unanimously 
adopted. The Treasurer's Financial Statement was next 
submitted to the Meeting, and received. The President, 
Council and Officers were unanimously re-elected, with 
thanks for their past services. The unanimous thanks of 
the Meeting were also tendered to Lady Charlotte Bacon 
for allowing the Society to inspect her residence, P~rters, 
near Southend. Thanks were also voted to J. Farley Leith, 
Esq., Q.C., of Prittlewell Priory, and James Tabor, Esq., 
the owner of Rochford Hall, for admitting the meeting to 
those houses, to Mr. W allis, of Prittlewell, for his per
mission to visit The Limes in that town, and to the Clergy 
who had opened their churches to the inspection of Members 
and Visitors. Three new Members having been elected, 
one of whom being the V en. Arthur Blom:field, Archdeacon 
of Essex, he was, on the proposal of the President, unan
imously chosen a Vice-President of the Society. 

The formal Business Meeting of the Society having ter
minated, the President said, that as there was yet half an 
hour to spare before the time fixed for starting on the 
excursion, he would request the Secretary to describe some 
of the more striking features of the churches of Rochford 
Hundred. 

Mr. King then briefly described the styles and leading 
characteristics of the large majority of the churches in the 
Hundred, and some adjacent, and their chief points of 
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architectural and antiquarian interest. In the comse o£ 
his remarks he said, "they would have an opportunity 
to-day of visiting Ashingdon Chmch, occupying the site 
of the ' m:i:nster of stone and lime ' built by Canute, ' for 
the souls of the slain," on the spot where he had gained 
his great victory over Edmund Ironsides in 1016. The 
church stood within an earth work, and it was the opinion 
of Mr. J. H. Parker and Mr. Ferrey, who had examined 
the tower, that although cased and altered in later times, 
the internal masonry was that of Canute's tower. He had 
not himself been able to examine the interior, as without a 
tall ladder it was inaccessible, and had simply noted it 
many years ago from external observation, as of the Deco
rated period; but he had drawn up for the information of 
Mr. Parker, at the request of Mr. N ottidge, the Rector, a 
report on the walling materials of the South Essex churches, 
more particularly, and their construction; he had also been 
present at the Archaeological Institute on the evening 
when Mr. Ferrey read his paper, and was much struck 
with the apparently very early character of the work as 
shewn by Mr. Ferrey's drawings. His friend Mr. N ottidge 
had promised to provide every facility for ascending and 
examining the interior of the tower to-day, and as he saw 
there were at least three architects present, he was sme 
the question of the age of the tower, which was a very 
interesting and important one, would receive their careful 
consideration. He could offer ne opinion as the result of 
personal examination."* 

At half-past 12 the Excmsion quitted the Royal Hotel 
and proceeded to Porters, an old brick mansion the property 
of the Heygate family, but the residence, at the time, of the 
Lady Charlotte Bacon. Assembled in the hall the Hon. 
Secretary said, 

The house in which they were met had sometimes been ascribed to 
the reign of Henry VII. He was one of those who did not think it 
so early ; on the contrary, considerably later. He was perfectly 

• A large portion of the present journal being or.cupied by matter relating to the 
district visited at this Meeting, the report of the Secretary's remarks on the churches 
generally, is withheld, with the intention of including in a future part a more detailed 
paper on the Ecclesiology of the Hundred. 



SOME ACCOUNT OF THE TOWN AND CHURCH 
OF WITHAM. 

By LIEUT.-CoL. W. J. LucAs. 

THE earliest notice that we find of the Town is in Bishop 
Gibson's additions to Camden's Britannia, who supposes 
it to have been founded by King Edward the Elder, son of 
Alfred, upon the site of the Roman Station " Ad Ansam." 
He refers to a castle built there by him about the year 912, 
as mentioned by Matthew of Westminster, and how in the 
meantime he held his court at Maldon. It is noticed that 
the Saxons made choice of the forsaken camps of the 
Romans for their castles and towns. 

Camden, quoting from Siculus Flaccius, notices that 
the fields near the Roman Colonies were determined by 
several kinds of bounds, marked sometimes by one thing, 
sometimes another : a statue of Mercury, a wine vessel, 
&c. Hence they were named " Ad columnam," " Ad tres 
tabernas," "Ad votam," "Ad septem fratres," "Ad aquilam 
minorem," "Ad Herculem," &c. It may be presumed that 
"Ad Ansam," which is an ear or handle of a jug, a shoe 
latchet, a link of a chain, a loop, &c., according to Ainsworth, 
may have been one of these marks of the bounds of the 
lands surrounding the colony of Camulodunum or Maldon, 
which is six miles distant, and which is the precise distance 
between that station and " Ad Ansam " as laid down in 
Iter. IX. of Antoninus, and approximates to the distance 
between that Station and Combretonium (Brettenham in 
Suffolk), viz. 22 miles in a straight line, the Roman roads 
being generally straight from station to station. 

Hence it may be inferred that Witham occupies the 
station "Ad Ansam '' of the Romans. 

1 
i 
I 
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It is singular, however, that scarcely any Roman re
mains have been discovered in Witham. Gibson in his 
additions to Cam den, mentions a silver coin or Domitian 
round under the foundations or an old wall, built partly of 
Roman brick, at Faulkborne Hall, within a mile or the 
ancient camp, in the centre or which now stands the station 
or the Great Eastern Railway. Morant refers to one coin 
or the Emperor Valens and another or Gratian, round in 
levelling the earthworks, by Mr. Barwell. This must have 
been on the southern side where now the avenue leading 
to the mansion known as " the Grove " (which was built 
by him) affords a favourite promenade to the inhabitants 
or the town. 

In the course or cutting through the earthworks for the 
Railway, three iron weapons were round, beside some 
human remains. They were about four feet in length 
with a kind or blade about 9 inches long and one in 
thickness, and rounded at the end ; the opposite end or 
handle terminating with a circular knob, like that or an 
ordinary poker. They were so much corroded that it was 
difficult to come to a correct conclusion as to their original 
thickness, but they had no indication or ever having been 
sharp at the sides or point. These weapons were presented 
to the Chelmsford and Essex Museum. 

In 1844 a group or cinerary urns, or very coarse material 
and marked with rude patterns, was round in a field at 
the back or Witham House, midway between the High 
Street and the brook which skirts the town, by Mr. Pattisson, 
who presented them to the Witham Literary Institution. 

Beyond these we hear no tidings of early remains having 
been discovered. 

The remains or the ancient camp are still traceable. On 
the side next the town they have been levelled, as before
mentioned, by Mr. Barwell. Next the brook in the Temple 
Field they remain probably or their original elevation. On 
the remaining sides they have been more or less levelled, but 
nevertheless, the whole plan or the camp is still traceable. 
Whether, however, this work was originally Roman, and 
that Edward the Elder rounded his town on the forsaken 
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site, or whether the works were first thrown up in his 
day must remain a matter of doubt. On the authority of 
Matthew of Westminster we must take it that "a castle," 
by which probably a town was implied, was founded here 
about the year 15. The town never appears to have 
obtained any particular notoriety. It formerly had a 
market at Chipping or Cheping Hill, which was the town 
in earlier times, (the present town having subsequently 
grown up in what was known as the Hamlet of Newland), 
on Sundays, which in the 2nd year of Henry III., was 
changed to Wednesday, and subsequently to Tuesday. 
It had at one time a small trade from the manufacture of 
Locheram and several houses iu which the looms were 
worked still exist in Locheram Lane, which, till within 
about two years since, remained in their original plan, 
but have since been altered. · 

In July, 1568, the Assizes for the county are recorded , 
to have been held here, but the reason for this is not 
stated. A field at the extremity of the town is called the 
" Gallows Field; " and it is stated that some years since 
some human bones were exhumed at the junction of the 
road near the Roman Catholic Church, which were supposed 
to be those of criminals executed there in that year. 

About the year 1737 a chalybeate spring was discovered 
by a Dr. Taverner, on which an attempt was made to give 
the town the character of a watering place. Morant, 
mentions that the Great Hall at New Hall, rebuilt by 
H enry VIII. and styled by him the Palace of Beaulieu, 
now a convent near Chelmsford, was bought and translated 
here for an assembly room. He also mentions that the 
Pattissuns adorned the town more than any other persons 
with good bricked houses. In this however he erred, as, 
till very recently, only three houses existed in the town 
built of brick, the whole of the remainder being, and still 
remaining old timber houses, faced, probably at that time, 
with brick. Previously they probably were of the pic
turesque character of the old inn formerly bearing the 
sign of the Eagle, which, with the exception of one portion 
now severed and its original appearance tastelessly destroyed, 
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remains within and without, a perfect model of a country 
hostelry of the olden time. 

It may be noted that in the mansion known as the 
Grove, now the residence of Mrs. Ducane, but then that 
of the Earl of Abercorn, Queen Charlotte, wife of King 
George III., _passed her first night in England, on her way 
to London, after having landed at Harwich. The house, 
which is a spacious one, contains a fine oak staircase, and 
some good oak panelling, which, however, together with 
the ballusters has been thickly coated with paint. 

(To be Continued.) 
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29TH OF JULY, 1879. 

G. ALAN LoWII'TIES, EsQ., PRESIDENT, IN THE CHAIR. 

THE chair was taken by the President at the Royal Hotel 
at half-past eleven, and there was a large attendance of 
Members and Visitors. Upon the call of the President the 
Secretary read the Annual Report which was unanimously 
adopted. The Treasurer's Financial Statement was next 
submitted to the Meeting, and received. The President, 
Colmcil and Officers were unanimously re-elected, with 
thanks for their past services. The unanimous thanks of 
the Meeting were also tendered to Lady Charlotte Bacon 
for allowing the Society to inspect her residence, P~rters, 
near Southend. Thanks were also voted to J. Farley Leith, 
Esq., Q.C., of Prittlewell Priory, and James Tabor, Esq., 
the owner of Rochford Hall, for admitting the meeting to 
those houses, to Mr. W allis, of Prittlewell, for his per
mission to visit The Limes in that town, and to the Clergy 
who had opened their churches to the inspection of Members 
and Visitors. Three new Members having been elected, 
one of whom being the V en. Arthur Blomfield, Ar·chdeacon 
of Essex, he was, on the proposal of the President, unan
imously chosen a Vice-President of the Society. 

The formal Business Meeting of the Society having ter
minated, the President said, that as there was yet half an 
hour to spare before the time fixed for starting on the 
excursion, he would request the Secretary to describe some 
of the more striking features of the churches of Rochford 
Hundred. 

Mr. King then briefly described the styles and leading 
characteristics of the large majority of the churches in the 
Hundred, and some adjacent, and their chief points of 
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architectural and antiquarian interest. In the course of 
his remarks he said, " they would have an opportunity 
to-day of visiting Ashingdon Church, occupying the site 
of the ' minster of stone and lime ' built by Oanute, ' for 
the souls of the slain," on the spot where he had gained 
his great victory over Edmlmd Ironsides in 1016. The 
church stood within an earth work, and it was the opinion 
of Mr. J. H. Parker and Mr. Ferrey, who had examined 
the tower, that although cased and altered in later times, 
the internal masonry was that of Oanute's tower. He had 
not himself been able to examine the interior, as without a 
tall ladder it was inaccessible, and had simply noted it 
many years ago from external observation, as of the Deco
rated period; but he had drawn up for the information of 
Mr. Parker, at the request of Mr. N ottidge, the Rector, a 
report on the walling materials of the South Essex churches, 
more particularly, and their construction; he had also been 
present at the Archaeological Institute on the evening 
when Mr. Ferrey read his paper, and was much struck 
with the apparently very early character of the work as 
shewn by Mr. Fen·ey's drawings. His friend Mr. N ottidge 
had promised to provide every facility for ascending and 
examining the interior of the tower to-day, and as he saw 
there were at least three architects present, he was sure 
the question of the age of the tower, which was a very 
interesting and important one, would receive their careful 
consideration. He could offer no opinion as the result of 
personal examination."* 

At half-past 12 the Excursion quitted the Royal Hotel 
and proceeded to Porters, an old brick mansion the property 
of the Heygate family, but the residence, at the time, of the 
Lady Charlotte Bacon. Assembled in the hall the Hon. 
Secretary said, 

The house in which they were met had sometimes been ascribed to 
the reign of Henry VII. He was one of those who did not think it 
so early ; on the contrary, considerably later. He was perfectly 

• A large portion of the present journal being or.cupied by matter relating to the 
district visited at this Meeting, the report of the Secretary's remarks on the churches 
generally, is withheld, with the intention of including in a future part a more detailed 
paper on the Ecclesiology of the Hundred. 
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familiar with the descent of the property, which he had gathered from 
records, for it had literally no place in the History of the County, 
though the house was a very interesting one, and we had but few of 
this character left. He had placed a few notes of the descent of the 
property upon paper, because it was upon this evidence, mainly, that 
h e grounded his belief that no part of the house could have been built 
at the period alleged. Upon architectural grounds he was much less 
competent to offer an opinion than some who were present, but still 
his opinion was that it was not earlier than Eastbury House, Barking, 
whose date he believed was ascertained to be about 1572, and that 
was in all respects a much finer structure. There were several small 
contiguous estates hereabout, of which this was one, named from 
ancient owners Searles, Bynnes, Dingoes, and Porters. He would not 
trouble the meeting with any account of these, or of the descent of 
Porters till the r eign of Edw. IV., when Bynnes and Porters were in 
the possession of Sir William Tyrrell, of Beeches in R awreth, the first 
of his name who owned them. He, in 1470-1, gave them to Dame 
Philippa his wife for life, and at her death to his second son Jasper."c 
If it should be determined, for architectural reasons, that the house is 
temp . H enry VII., then he could have no hesitation in saying that 
J asper Tyrell must have been the builder, and prior to 1506, for by 
that time he had alienated it to William Browne, of St. Dionis, Back
church, Alderman of London. Jasper Tyrell, apportioned as a younger 
son, might have required a new residence. Sir William Browne was 
of Flamberds in Cold Norton, which he inherited from his father in 
1498, and where the family lived for some generations. They owned 
considerable landed. property. Sir William Browne died in 1514. 
William, his eldest son and successor, died in 1551, and was succeeded 
by his son Thomas, who by will dated 2nd and proved 27th of May, 
1567, gave to Thomas, his second son, Porters in Prittlewell, and 
Beake Hall, in Rawreth, with lands and hereditaments belonging. 
Until this date P orters had passed from the death of its purchaser 
William Browne, in regular succession to the eldest son, and as the 
Brownes resided at, and described themselves as of Flamberds, it would 
seem scarcely necessary for them to build such a house as this upon 
the comparatively insignificant property which they owned in Prittle
well. Mr. King said that after considerable research and acquaintance 
with the family history of the district, he had failed to :find one of 
these Brownes or any family of account named as r esident at Porters 
till late in the 16th century. t Thomas Browne could not have been 
more than six years old at the date of his father's death (for his elder 
brother was but seven), and could not have attained his majority 

* Extracts from the will of Sir William Tyrrell are printed in Trans. Essex Arch. 
Soc., Vol. Ill., p. 85. 

t As some slight negative evidence, looking into two Subsidy Rolls, at band, one 
dated 6 Edw. VI. (1552-3), the other 9 Eliz. (1566-7), the name does not occur in 
either under Prittlewell or Milton; nor in either is there but one {lerson in the parish 
with the designation 'gentleman ,' neither of whom can be placed at Porters; but in a. 
third dated 39 Eliz. (1596-7), as might be expected, Gertrude Browne, Vidua, does 
occur. 

D1 
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before 1581 , and it seemed more consistent with the documentary 
evidence and, in Mr. King's opinion, with the style of the structure, 
that it should have been built about this date. He could produce 
certain evidence that Thomas Browne and Rachel his wife were living 
in Prittlewell in 1588, but in 1592 Porters had passed into the possession 
of 'Humfrey' Browne, Citizen of London, who dated his will there 
the 30th of August in that year. Among his overseers .he names 
John Browne of Prittlewell, Esq., and Mr. Charles Browne, of Wood 
Street, London. The former with Robert Rowland, Parson of Sutton 
are among the witnesses. Gertrude Browne who had the estate for 
life was living at Prittlewell in 1596-7 ."":. 

Mr. C. F. Hayward said, that "but for Mr. King appearing to be 
somewhat positive respecting the date, he and Mr. Chancellor would 
have said that the finishing of the gables appeared to be of earlier 
date than he had assigned to the house, but he thought the porch 
might be as late." 

Mr. Kipg would "defer with all respect to the judgment of Mr. 
Haywar~ and :Mr. Chancellor on a question of architectural detail, but 
he thought that the work looked later than that at Eastbury, so far 
as he remembered it." 

Mr. Chancellor asked "what Mr. King had to say as to the date of 
the linen pattern panelling with which the hall was lined." 

Mr. King replied that "it was so ruany years since he was in the 
hall that he had forgotten it; the panelling was undoubtedly earlier 
than the date he hstd assumed for the building; as early as Ben. VIII., 
or perhaps Hen. VII. If the house were coeval it would entirely 
upset his argument, but he would first like it to be determined 
whether the panelling had not been bought on the demolition of an 
older house and adapted to this room. Clearly the large carved heads 
around the upper part of the hall were much later than the panelling, 
and insertions, and it may be a question whether the internal fittings 
are not also adaptations.' ' 

* The above remarks were much condensed at the MeP.ting for want of time, and 
but little more space was covered than would embrace the assumed possible date of 
erection. Very recently in th e Chelmsford Chronicle, Mr. W. F. Noble has given a 
very lucid and pxact account of the descent of the property, which although it adds 
nothing to the wtiter"s knowledge of it as affecting the question, contains one fa~t that 
is new to him, and fortifies the opinion above expressed, that the house is posterior to 
the time of Hen. VII., viz., that in 1536 the estate was returned to the ministers of 
the king in rents of assize in this wise: "And of 3s. of rent of one tenement called 
Lawrence Porter's, near adjoining Cater' s land, in Southend, in the tenure of John 
Camper, payable at equal terms." Now it is incredible that a person in the condition 
of life in which John Camper was, could have occupied the existing house, or that the 
owners would have let it to him, for it is easy to shew that this John Camper and his 
father, then lately dead, were simply husbandmen of small means dwelling in Prittlewell. 
The presumptive evidence of this record seems therefore to exclude the probability of 
the house having been built at that date and to reduce the period of its erection to 
within the narrow space of 45 years next ensuing, for one can only conceive a very 
small tenement upon the land when in John Camper's tenure in 1536. The present 
house might have been begun during the minority of Thomas Browne, but probably 
nearer to 1580 than 1546. 
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On arriving at Prittlewell an intended visit to Mr. Wallis's 
house, the ' Limes,' in the High Street, where there is a 
£ne and bold example of pargetting work, was reluctantly 
omitted for want of time, and the company proceeded at 
<mce to the parish church, a spacious structure, famed for 
the stately and elegant proportions of its tower erected 
about 1460. 

On arriving at Prittlewell church, some remarks upon the 
architectural features of the structure were offered by Mr. 
C. F. Hayward, F.S.A., who observed that the history of 
the building was exhibited in the walls at the western 
portion of the arcade. That the church was originally 
N 01·man, was evident from the remains of the Norman 
windows over the Early English arches, which had been cut 
through what was once the south wall of the Norman 
church. His supposition was that there was at first a small 
church probably with a central tower, and that when in 
the Early English period a larger church was reg uired, the 
wall was thus cut into to carry out the purpose. 'fhe simple 
style of the Norman windows he attributed, probably, to 
their having once been filled with beautiful stained glass, 
the glass possibly being thought more of at the time than the 
architecture. The church had been manifestly extended and 
almost entirely rebuilt in the Perpendicular period. The 
Hon. Secretary then said that he had made a report in the 
Transactions of the Society at the time of the discovery of 
the N orma.n windows over the Early English portion of the 
arcade, and Mr. Hayward's views were entirely in accord 
with what he had written. He had also contributed two 
papers which contained the historical evidence of the date 
of erection of various parts of the Perpendicular structure, 
comprising direct evidence of the date of the completion of 
the tower. For the sake of those visitors who had not the 
opportunity of seeing the Society's Transactions he read 
some extracts from the papers to which he had referred. 

A drawing of the font with elevation, plan and sections, 
has been kindly made for the Society by Mr. Hayward, a 
lithographic illustration of which accompanies this report. 
The design of the font is of very original character, and on 
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this ground is deserving of notice. Mr. Hayward remarks 
"it is a good example of the late Perpendicular style, and · 
the idea of the design is the suppOTt of the bowl on groining 
springing from small attached shafts. The faces of the 
bowl also had a slight curve inwards, as will be noticed on 
the plan in the illustration. It accords with the same idea 
worked out in connection with chancel screens, which often 
had groined cornices, sometimes deep enough to carry a 
gallery or rood loft." In the Secretary's view, from one of 
the panels bearing the carved badge, of the "rose and 
pomegranate grafted," that is to say "dimidiated '' and 
conjoined, its elate is fixed with closely approximate ac
curacy ; not earlier than 1501, the year of the union 
between Prince Arthur and Catherine of Arragon, or more 
probably, of the date of the marriage of King Henry the 
VIII. with the same lady, his brother's widow. 

In another panel is an escocheon of arms, probably of 
the donor. A chevron between three ( caltraps ?). Having 
but four points they can harclly be intended for mullets 
or stars. 

From the church the meeting proceeded to the Priory, 
the residence of J. Farley Leith, Esq. Q.O. The house 
was a cell of the great alien priory of Lewes in Sussex, of 
the Cluniac order, but no visible remains of the ancient 
structme were distinctly apparent in the present house 
which occupies its site. 

From Prittlewell the company proceeded to Rochford 
Hall, which still exhibits considerable remains of a very 
large and stately mansion. A description of the ground 
plan of the building which was here placed in the hands of 
the Secretary by Mr. Philip Benton, was read, from which 
it appeared that the buildings once covered a considerably 
larger area. Mr. Hayward "was of opinion that the build
ing of the place was spread over a long period. He much 
questioned if it was ever finished; particularly (as noted 
both by himself and Mr. Chancellor), as there seemed dis
tinct architectural indications in a terminal wall, of intention 
to continue the range, but that this work had, for some reason, 
stopped. That a large portion of the structure had been 
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inhabited there could be no doubt. He should be disposed 
to fix the central date at about the year 150.0. The brick
work and mouldings, the arches and turrets. and the · 
general character of the whole building was, almost 
similar to the Hall at Layer Marney." The Secretary said 
that "the central date which Mr. Hayward had assigned, 
denoted that . the builder was Thomas Boteler, Earl of 
Ormond, whose attainder having been reversed on the 
accession of Hen. VII., recovered this estate and lived in 
the enjoyment of it down to the year 1515. That he was 
also the builder of the fine brick tower of the church was 
manifest n:om his coat of arms upon it : this he thought 
was ~omewhat earlier in style than the mansion. He had 
long been of opinion that the Earl was the builder of the 
house, which ,afterwards came into the possession of Sir 
Thomas Boleyn, then of the Careys, one of whom was 
created Lord Hunsdon, and, subsequently, was well known, 
historically, as the seat of the Lords Riche, Earls of 
Warwick, the last family he believed of its various noble 
possessors who lived there." 

Near the hall stands a large circular Dovehouse, con
temporary with the mansion. It is of brick, with conical 
roof of clever construction. The columbaria are numerous 
and perfect. 

The church, closely adjacent, was next visited. The 
Secretary gave a brief architectural description of the 
strurture, which comprises a nave with north and south 
aisles, chancel with sacristy on the north side, a west tower 
of brick, and an embattled stone porch on the south. It 
is chiefly of the Perpendicular period, but retains some 
remains of very beautiful Decorated work. He believed 
that the builder of the 14th century structure was, in all 
probability, Humphrey de Bohun, Earl of Essex and Lord 
High Constable from 1335 to 1361, or Humphrey his 
nephew and successor. The Bohun arms until very 
recently occupied the octofoil in the beautiful Decorated 
window at the east end of the north aisle. He animadverted 
strongly upon the removal, during the rather recent "Res
toration," of the whole of the valuable remains of ancient 
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painted glass from the window of thia aisle, and from the 
great east window of the chancel, which was no doubt 
still in private hands somewhere.* 

On arriving at Ashingclon the company partook of 
luncheon, hospitably provided on the lawn at Ashingclon 
Hall by its proprietor Mr. Alfred White, .F.S.A., and then 
proceeded to the adjacent church. Here Mr. White made 

ASHINGDON CHURCH. 

some remarks upon the elate of the tower reading extracts 
from the paper by Mr. Ferrey ascribing its age to the 
time of Oanute, though· altered in its exterior in the 
Decorated period. Meanwhile Mr. Hayward, Mr. Chancellor 
and Mr. Pritchett having ascended the tower, Mr. Hayward 
said " he did not believe that the tower was at all earlier 
than the exterior appeared to indicate. His reason for 
thinking so was, that the jambs of all the windows were 
flush with the wall; and there was nothing in the masonry 

* A notice of this, with a description of the heraldic glass formerly in the church, is 
recorded in the preceding part of the Society's Transactions, page 113. 
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that could be considered pectliiar to such early work as was 
generally called Saxon. Certain parts of the wall were 
composed of little blocks of grit, which looked like the 
Saxon long and short work and had probably been mistaken 
for it. He was not at all convinced that the tower was as 
old as had been suggested. Flush with the wall of the 
tower was the moulding of a window, which showed that 
the wall had been rebuilt, and that what they saw now 
was not all the original work. The church itself was 
interesting, from its woodwork, which was of the Per
pendicular period, though parts were much earlier. At 
the entrance to the chancel the arch has been taken down 
and not rebuilt.'' Mr. Chancellor and Mr. Pritchett con
curred with Mr. Hayward with respect to the age of the 
tower. Mr. White expressed an opinion that the greater 
part of the present wall might have been put there in the 
time of Canute. To the objection that there was no stone 
in t.he neighbourhood, he replied that " Ashingdon was 
extremely favourably sit uated in regard to bringing stone 
by water out of Kent. When once stone had been put 
together, with plenty of lime, it would last for ever. 
There was really no decay, and a period of 100 or 1000 
years was comparatively of no consequence. In the lower 
part of the tower there was a great deal of ancient masonry 
which had evidently never been disturbed. It was im
possible, moreover to say of what age the core of any walls 
might be, which were externally cased.'' 

Mr. Chancellor remarked that it was "a striking fact that 
there was a piece of moulding of very much later date 
worked into the wall. He believed the tower had been re
built." A visit to Canewdon Church concluded the day's 
proceedings. This is an entirely "unrestorecl" church. It 
was pointed out by Mr. Hayward as so far peculiar in being 
of the Perpendicular style outside, but not having the same 
characteristics within. The arches seemed to be of peculiar 
form, and the absence of a chancel arch in so large a church 
was singtuar; while the tower arch and pier seemed to agree 
with what they had seen at Prittlewell. 'The Secretary 
said that in a paper he had contributed some time ago to 
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the Journal of the Society, he had assigned an approximate 
date to the tower and the nave arcade from the heraldry on 
the tower, and upon the corbels of the labels of the nave 
arcade ; he would be glad to have a professional judgment 
on the date of the arcade. Mr. Chancellor thought the 
arcade not later than about 1400, which Mr. King said 
would suit the view he had taken. 

Returning to Southend, the members and visitors after
wards dined at the Royal Hotel, the President presiding. 



AROH.lEOLOGICAL INTELLIGENCE. 

Mr. J . A. Sparvel-Bayly, F.S.A. reports continued excavations 
conducted by him in Norsey Wood near Billericay, resulting in finding 
considerable r emains of Roman pottery, but invariably in fragmentary 
condition. On 16th Oct., 1880, he writes, "Have to-day excavated a 
large burial place in Norsey Wood, about 10 feet long, and 8 feet 
wide, the bottom formed of large stones and flanged tiles. Found an 
enormous quantity of broken pottery, but not one entire vessel ; frag
ments of small Samian vessels, but all thoroughly decomposed. The 
urns contained cinders, ashes, burnt wood, and the usual greasy black 
substance." 

DONATIONS TO THE SOCIETY. 
BooKs. 

Collectanea Antiqua, by Charles Roach Smith, Vol. VII. Parts 3 & 4. 
From the Author · 

Transactions of the Bristol and Gloucestershire A.rcha:lological 
Society, Vols. I., II., IIL By the Society. 

Collections Historical and Archa:l0logical r elating to Montgomery
shire and its Borders. Vol. XII. Parts 1, 2, 3. Presented by the 
Powysland Club. 

Inaugural Address delivered to the Epping Forest and County of 
Essex Field Club. By Raphael Meldola. And Transactions of the 
Epping Forest and County of Essex Naturalists' Field Club. Presented 
by the Club. 

Publications of the Cambridge Antiquarian Society, 8vo., No. XVII. 
Historiola Collegii Corporis Christi, by J ohn J osselin. Edited by 
John Willis Olark, M . A. Presented by the Cambridge Antiquarian 
Society. 

The Wiltshire Archa3ological and N at1,1ral History Magazine, Parts 
55, 56. Presented by the Society. 

Collections of the Surrey Archa3ological Society, Vol. V. Part 3. 
Presented by the Society. 

Transactions of the London and Middlesex Archa3ological Society, 
Vol. XVII., Part 3. And, 

On a Roman Bastion of London Wall. By J ohn Edward Price, 
F .S.A., M.R.S.L. Presented by the London and Middlesex Archa:lo
logical Society. 

Memoirs of Thomas Dodd, William Upcott and George Stubbs, R.A. 
Presented by Joseph Mayer, Esq., F .S.A., per C. Roach Smith, Esq., 
F.S.A. 

El 
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Transactions of the Historic Society, Vol. :x:JGTII. By the Society. 
Transactions of the Royal Institute of British Architects, 1879-80. 

Presented by the Institute. 
PHILOMORUS. Notes on the Latin Poems of Sir Thomas More. 

Presented by the Author. 

ANTIQUITIEs, &c. 

• A Roman Leaden Coffin, with contents, including a pair of gold 
earrings, found at Colchester. Presented by Mr. William Rodgers, 
Colch ester . 

Rubbings of Monumental Brasses from Lavenham, Suffolk . Pre
sented by Mrs. Boby. 

The following presented by the Hon. Secretary-
A piece of pseudo-moneta, circ. temp. Edward III., found during 

the excavations at H adleigh Castle, Essex, in 1863. 
Fragments of painted glass found at the same time, shewing the 

chemical action by burial in the ground. 
Three Tradesmen' s Tokens found at Leigh, Essex. 

1. Leaden. Obverse, S. G. Reverse, Date ~ ~ between two stars. 
2. Obv., Thomas Wall, 1666. A pair of open shears. Rev., T~. 

Lee in Essex. 
3. Obv., George King, His halfpeny. Rev., In Leigh, 1666. 

Three tobacco rolls. 

NoTE.-The tombstone of the above George King existed until 
within the last few years and was thus inscribed, " Here lyeth the 
body of George King, Mercer, of Leigh, who died January lOth, 1690, 
lE. 54. And Sarah King his daughter, J an. 15th, 1687, and Alice 
King his wife Dec. 26th, 1689." Not a vestige now remains. By 
will proved in the Commissary Court of Essex, dated 19th Dec.; 2nd 
William and Mary, and proved 17th J an. , 1690-1, he left certain 
woods, houses, and other property to his sister, Sarah Stivins, for life, 
then she to dispose same in certain amounts to divers persons named. 
H e left no issue and apparently no relation but this sister. 

DoNATION TO THE J OURNAL OF TRANSACTIONS. 

W oodcut of Ashingdon Church . By a Member of the Society. 

--o--

The number of Visitors to the Museum in 1870 was 
10,155 ; in 1871, 13,9(.!9; in 1873, 16,787; in 187 4, 
16,910; in 1875, 15,795; in 1876, 16,737; in 1877, 
16,737 ; in 1878, 15,099 ; in 1879, 16705; and in the 
year ending June 30th, 1880, 16,438. 



INVENTORIES OF CHURCH GOODS 6TH EDW. VI. 

By H. W. KING. 

THE present series comprises all the extant Inventories of 
Church Goods in the Hundreds of Ongar, Dunmow, and 
J3econtree, in 1552. Of those for the nine churches in 
J3econtree Hundred only two are perfect, East Ham and 
Little Ilford; W oodford is nearly so. The remaining six 
are more or less defective. It is to be regretted that among 
these are the Inventories of the two considerable churches 
of Barking and West Ham, which, it may be presumed, 
were very richly furnished. Of the last a meTe fragment 
remains. Ongar Hundred contains 26 churches, but only 
13 inventories exist; they are, however, in perfect con
dition. Dunmow Hundred has also 26 churches; of these 
only the inventories of the goods of Lindsell and Chickney 
are preserved. 

The Commissioners appointed for the survey of the 
Hundreds of Ongar and Dunmow were Lord Rich, Sir 
Thomas J osselyn, Knt., and Edmund Mordaunt, Esquire. 
The commission was tmdoubtedly very congenial work to 
Lord Rich, though but a trifle in comparison with the plunder 
and spoliation in which he had previously been engaged, 
and by which, from having been a man of small means, he 
had become enormously wealthy. There was something to 
be got by it, and even a little was acceptable to insatiable 
avarice. Bred to the Law, and a man of ill reputation, 
" by becoming" says Morant, " an obsequious tool to that 
tyrant King Henry VIII., he raised himself to the most 
profitable employments and to the honour of a Baron of 
the realm." In 1532 he was appointed King's .Attorney 
General in Wales and its marches for life. The next year 

[VOL. II. PART III,, NEW SERIES.] Fl 
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Solicitor General to his Majesty. In this position, in order 
to advance his own interest, he did not hesitate to bear false 
witness, upon oath, against the great and estimable Sir 
Thomas More, and thus secure the late Chancellor's con
demnation and death. "This dishonourable proceeding," 
says our Essex historian, "which might at other times have 
hurt a man's reputation, served only to recommend Mr. 
Rich the more to that unworthy Prince, whose service he 
had devoted himself to, right or wrong."* ·Two years after
wards he got a grant of the profitable office of Chirographer 
of the King's Bench. Upon the dissolution of the monas
teries, he was appointed Chancellor of the Court of 
Augmentation, which gave him an opportunity not only of 
getting Leez Priory, but of greatly enriching himself other
wise with the spoils of the religious houses. In 1554 he 
was Treasurer of the King's wars both in France and 
Scotland. Two years afterwards the King constituted him 
in his will one of the assistants to his executors. On 
February 16th, 1546, he was raised to the Peerage by 
Edward VI. by the title of Baron Rich of Leez, and on the 
20th of November following constituted Lord Chancellor 
of England. He obtained from this monarch also grants of 
land, but endeavouring privately to serve the Duke of 
Somerset in his troubles, he was forced to resign the great 
seal, 21st December, 1551. He died at his house, Rochford 
Hall, 12th of June, 1556, and was buried at Felstead. So 
vast were the possessions he acquired, that the bare enumer
ation of the names of his estates occupies two-thirds of a 

'" When Sir Thomas More was a prisoner in the Tower, on account of his refusing 
to acknowledge the king's supremacy, Mr. Rich discoursing with him on that subject, 
in order to intrap him, pretended that Sir Thomas dropped these words, "A Parliament 
can make a king and depose him; but a subject cannot be bound so in the case of 
supremacy." This he testified on oath at Sir Thomas's trial, who was so much irritated 
thereby, that he could not forbear breaking out in these strong words, "If I 
were a man, my Lords, that had no regard to ruy oath, I had no occasion to be here as 
a e1·iminal; and if this oath, Mr. Rich, you have taken be true, then I pray I may 
never see God's F ace ; which, were it otherwise, is an imprecation I would not be 
guilty of to gain the whole world." He then proceeded to charge Mr. Rich with 
being light of tongue, a great gamester, and of no good character in the parish where 
they had lived together, or in the Temple where he was educated. After which he 
shewed how unlikely it was he should impart the secrets of his conscience especially 
in so nice a point as the king's sup1·emacy, to a man he had always so mean an opinion 
of, State Trials, vol. I., p. 69, &c. 
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folio column of M01·ant's History. They comprised 62 
manors, and numerous estates not manorial; 20 advowsons 
and 9 impropriate rectories.* That which seems the most 
extraordinary part of his character, is the fact that he lived 
and died, professedly at least, a member of the Latin 
church, whose authority he defied, and against which he 
committed such a multitude of offences. 

Beyond the deprivation of his office of Lord Chancellor, 
he does not appear to have suffered further loss or incon
venience. Nine months afterwards he was placed upon 
this commission, in reliance, that from his past experience 
in similar work, he would perform this with the most un
scrupulous fidelity to his patron. The selection of Sir 
Thomas J osselyn, who had a considerable estate in the 
Rodings, as also a reliable agent, is sufficiently explained 
by the fact that Lady J osselyn was sister to Sir John Gate, 
a very considerable person in the household of the late 
King Hen. VIII., Chance1lor of the Duchy of Lancaster 
and Privy Councillor, who had much increased his pat1·imony 
by the spoils of the religious houses, but who was beheaded 
for high treason in 1553, having espoused the cause of Lady 
Jane Grey, in her pretensions to the throne. He and Sir 
Thomas J osselyn were both knighted at the coronation of 
Edward VI. Edmund Mordaunt of Thunderley, the third 
commissioner, doubtless owed his appointment to his having 
been the son-in-law of I..~ord Rich. 

The inventories made under the direction of these par
ticular Commissioners differ from all others that have come 
under previous notice, in being in one uniform formulary 
and handwriting; nor do they bear the signatures either of 
the presentors, as attesting the accuracy of the inventories, 
or of the Commissioners to the assignments. These Com
missioners, however, acted upon the same principle as all 
the rest in this county, by assigning everywhere, as a rule, 
one chasuble or one cope " for the administration," or 
"for the Divine Service;" these particular officers more 
generally favouring the use of the cope. All else that was 

• Morant's Hist. Essex, vol. ii., pp. 101-2. 
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considered superfluous, even to the church plate, bells, 
parish stock and contents o£ the alms chests, was reserved 
£or the King's use. As it happened, however, it is very 
doubtful whether the larger proportion-if indeed any
of the reserved goods, or the proceeds, ever reached the 
Royal Exchequer to be compared with the duplicate 
inventories returned there. The second Prayer Book o£ 
Edward VI. which had prohibited their use, was in force 
but £or a few months, for on the 6th o£ July, 1553, the 
King died. The accession o£ Mary brought all the re
served goods, which had not reached their destination, into 
immediate use again ; and as the use o£ the ' ornaments ' 
prescribed in 1548-9, was re-enjoined when Elizabeth 
ascended the throne, and so on in every subsequent revision 
o£ the Prayer Book, it is, I think, an historical and archoo
ological £act, that they only gradually fell into disuse, and 
sooner or later, by sale or otherwise, disapp.eared, though 
partially retained in places till a comparatively late period ; 
notably the copes were worn in the 17th century.* There 
is one remarkable circumstance which must be noticed, that 
among the fourteen inventories that have been preserved for 
Ongar Hundred, there are only two recorded instances o£ 
goods having been sold prior to the survey. It is scarcely 
conceivable that this practice which was general elsewhere, 
should not have been had recourse to, generally, in Ongar 
Hundred. It is sufficiently clear that the Churchwardens 
were often driven to this course, from their inability to 
raise money £or ordinary repairs and other objects, in any 
other way ; and equally clear that there were constant thefts 
and embezzlements o£ church goods at the time. The Com
missioners had very special instructions to enquire into all 
these circumstances, and to return the names and procure the 

* Among the examples that may be cited, Robert Pmsglove, who at the Reformation 
was appointed Suffragan Bishop of Hull, and died in 1579, in his monumental effigy in 
Tideswell Church, Derbyshire, is represented vested in alb, dalmatic, stole, amice, 
chasuble and maniple; he wears also the episcopal gloves and mitre, and bem·s the pastoral 
staff. Al·chbishop Hm·snet in his monumental brass effigy in Chigwell Chmch, in this 
county, is represented in a richly embroidered cope, and mitre, and bearing his pastoral 
staff, A.D. 1631. The injunctions of Parliament in 1643 fo1· the sale, removal, and 
defacement of all copes, surplices, superstitious vestments, roods, crosses, candlesticks, 
basons, &c., &c. in cathedral and parish churches, attest the same fact. 
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addresses of all persons who had bought, sold, stolen, em
bezzled, or in any way disposed of the church goods, and to 
bring them to strict account. Yet in these fourteen in
ventories, save in two cases, we have only the statement 
that certain goods, "not alienated," are delivered to the 
custody of the Churchwardens to the King's use, and a 
very slender portion assigned for Divine Service. The 
constant nil returns under goods sold, stock and yield, 
obviously denote no more than that no money remained under 
these heads at the elate ofthe survey. Unless the Church
wardens and parishioners of Ongar Hundred were really 
more honest and circumspect than all others, it looks as if 
these commissioners had utterly disregarded this particular 
part of their instructions. They certainly deviated from 
the rest in the method of making their returns which have, 
from their uniformity, rather the appearance of transcripts 
by their clerk, than original documents. 

HUNDRED OF ONGAR. 

8'l'ANFORD RYUERS. 

This Inventory made & indented the xxvj day of 8epteber in the 
syxte yere of the reigne of o' sou'eigne lorde Kynge Edwarde the 
syxte &c., Betwene the right honorable 8' Richarl Ryche, knight, 
Lord .Riche, 8' Thomas Josselyn, knight, Edmunde Mordaunte, 
esquyre, comission's, of the one p'tye, And George Junke, Curat,* 
John Stanton, Nicholas Pole, Willm Lake, John Symon, and Ed ward 
Fuller, p'sent's on thother p'tye, Witnesseth, that the saide p'sente's 
hathe p'sented unto the saide Comission's the Inventory of all their 
Coopes, Vestments, J ewells, plate & other Implements belongyng to 
the churche in mann' & forme folowyng. 

Goods not alyenated. 
Delyu'ed in to the hands of the Churchwardens. 

Furst iij chalices of sylu' one p'cell gilte, a chessable of blew 
velvett, a canopye cloth of olde silke. It. vj vestments, v albes, iiij 
deacons of red sylke, one alter cloth of sylke, one hersse clothe, & ij 
Cl'osse clothes of sylke. Item v 8trem's & one olde pelow of velvett, 
iiijd' towells & iiij alter clothes, one lytyll purse of white sylke, iij 

* John Hylp alias Marks, M.A., was Rector at this time, but died prior to 3rd July 
following. 
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quart's of vnwatred chamlett. It. xxxti. lb. weight of ledde, ij olde 
cou'letts, v stoells, -1!- j cote of sylke, ij aprons, j frenge & iij corpas 
cases, a creysmatory of peuter, j holy water stocke of laten, j basen 
& j ewer of laten, ij canstycks of laten, j cloth of canvas, one handbell, 
one sancts bell, syx torches, ij sacryng bells. Item, iij bells in the 
staple whereof the great bell conteyneth j yerde depe lackyng iij 
ynches, the seconde bell ij fote & iij ynches, the breadeth one yerde 
& j ynch, the iijd• bell ij fote & iij ynches & the breadeth j yerde 
savyng ij ynches . 

Goods sole by the Churche wardens. 
It. a vaile clothe for v•· It. for waxe x'· It. a nother vaile clothe 

for v'· viijd· It. for ledde ij •· viijd· It. for canstyckes waying xj li. 
for ij ' · iW· It. for metall xxj'· · 

All which are bestowed vpon the rep'acions of the churche. 
Goods delyu'ed for the devyne S'ves. 

It. one chalyce of sylu'. 
Yelde goods n1

• 

Stocke n1
• 

HIGH LAVER. 

This Inventory made and Indented the xxvij day of September in 
the sixte yere of the reigne of o' Sou'eigne lorde Kynge Edward the 
syxte, Betwene the Right honorable 8' Rycharde Ryche, knyght, 
lorde Ryche, 8' Thomas J osselyn, knight, & Edmonde Mordaunt, 
esquire, Comyssion's of the one p'tye And Thomas Standebanke, t 
Bryan Breges, Robert Kyng, Henry Foster, Thorn' Rede & Robert 
Parmenter p'sent's on thother p'tye, Witnesseth, that the saide 
p'sent's hathe p'sented vnto the saide Comyssion's the Inventory of 
all the Copes, Vestments, plate, J ewells, Bells and other implements 
belongyng to their pishe churche as in manu' hereafter foloweth. 

Goods not Alyenated delyu'ed 
into the hands & Custody 
of the Churchewardens. 

In p'mis, a vestment of blew sylke & a nother of grene sylke. 
It. ij blew clothes of sylke & a nother of yelow sylke for the pyxe. 
It. a nother vestment of blew sylke & a corpas case of velvett. 
It. a white alter clothe, ij olde Towells & a crosse clothe of sylke. 
It. ij bann' clothes paynted, one holy water stocke of brasse. 
It. a pyx boxe of laten, a broken crosse of laten, a senser of laten. 
It. a crysmatory of laten, a basen & ewer of laten, a spyt of xvj li. 
It. ij canstyckes of laten of vj li. It. a sanct' bell of iij li. 

* Stoles. 
t Thomas Stanbanke, appointed Rector 8th May, 1542. His will, in which he 

desires to be buried in the churchyard of High Laver, was dated the 3rd and proved 
lOth of August, 1566. Beneficed in the reign of Hen. VIII. he appears to have 
retained his living through all subsequent changes, dying in possession in the 8th of 
Elizabeth. 
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It. ij bells in the steple waying by estimacon xviij C. 
It. ij Rogacione bells in weight ix li.% 

Goods delyu' ed in to the hands of 
the Cm·ate for devyne S'ves. 

Item a chalys waying :rij one's & halfe. 
Item a surples. 

Goods Stollen . 
It. a chalys & a cope of Red Damaske. 

Yelde goods n1
• 

Stocke n1
• 

MAWDELYN LAVER. 
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This Inventory made & Indented the xvij day of September in the 
sixt yere of the reigne of o' Sou'eigne Lorde Kynge Edwarde the 
sixte &c. Betwene the Right honorable 8' Richarde Ryche, Knight, 
Lorde Ryche, 8' Thoro' Josselyn, Knyght, & Edmunde M01·daunt, 
Esquyre, of the one p'tye, And Thomas Tomson, t Thomas Kyng, 
churchewardens, Thomas Westwood & Robert Waylett p'sent's of the 
other p'tye, Witnesseth, that the saide p'senters hathe p'sented vnto 
the saide Comyssion's the Inventory of all the Copes, Vestments, 
plate, J ewells and other Implements belongyng to their churche in 
man & forme folowyng. 

Goods not Alyenated delyu'ed in to the 
handes of the Churchewardens. 

Furst a cope of grene sylke, a vestment w1 an albe, & ij deacons:j: of 
ye same. 

Item a nother vestment of Red damaske wt an albe, A crosse of 
coper. 

It. an holy water stocke of brasse, a fronte of Dun' sa ten, ij canstycks, 
& a pyx of laten, a crysmatory of laten & ij pannes. 

* We meet with these hand bells under the name of Rogation bells (from their use 
at the processional litanies, &c., in the perambulations on the Rogation Days), in the 
Essex Inventories, only among those for Ongar Hundred, where they are of frequent 
occurrence. In some parishes, notably at Wolverhampton, the perambulations were 
observed with religious processions and chanting down to a comparatively late period; 
at Wolverhampton by the attendance of the Prebendaries and choristers singing 
Bened£c£te omn£a opera (Shaw'sHzst. of Staffordsh£re) . Now, where the custom 
is observed at all, it has co=only degenerated into a quite secular and often rough 
amusement. For the Rogation Days observances, Brands "Popular Antiquities," and 
Hampson's Medz'i ./.Ev£ Kalendarium may be consulted with advantage. 

t The list of Rectors of Magdalen Laver is defective about this period. Ac~oording 
to Newcourt, Robert Peers, was appointed 31st Mar., 1513, and the next upon reeord is 
Thomas Hoskyn, so called, who however in his will, dated 18th Sept., 1585, and 
proved 7th May, 1589, is therein called Hokkyn : but I am able to say that there was 
an intermediate Rector, Thomas Thompson, upon whose death letters of Administration 
were granted 11th Nov., 151i6, i.e. 3 and 4 Philip and Mary. He is clearly the 
Thomas Thompson abovenamed. 

t Tho dalmatic or Deacon's vestment, is commonly described by the designation of 
the officiant by who'll it is worn. 
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It. iij corpas wt the clothes, Itm iij olde vestments wt an albe .. 
Itm xij bowles of pewter for the canstycks, xij li. of wax & iiij 

torches. 
Itm a table clothe & a towell, ij front es of sylke, a purse of velvett. 
Itm a senser of laten & ij bells in the staple waying by estimacon 

x c. Itm a stocke of money x' · 
Goods delyu ' ed in to the handes 

of the Curate for the devyne S'ves. 
It. a chalis of Sylu. doble guylt , weying xiiij one's qrter. 
Itm a cope of blew bawdekyn. 

Yelde goods n1
• 

Goods solde n1
• 

MoRTON. 

This Inventory made & Indented the xxvij day of Septembr in the 
sixte yere of th e reign of or Sou'eigne Lorde Kynge Edwarde the 
sixte &c., Betwene the Right honorable Sr Richard Ryche, Knight, 
Lorde Ryche, Sr Thomas Josselyn, Knight, and Edmunde Mordaunt, 
E squyre, Comyssion's, of the one p'tye, And Robert Bankes, ~ .. p'son, 
Robert Kynge, J ohn Kyng, Churchewardens, & W illm Kynge 
p'senters of the other p'tye, Witnesseth, that the saide hathe p'sented 
vnto the saide Comyssion's the Inventory of all the J ewells, plate, 
copes, Vestments, Bells & other I mplements belongyng to their pyshe 
churche in mann' & forme folowynge. 

Goods not Alyenated delyu' ed 
in to the handes of the Churche Wardens. 

Furste an olde blew cope and a vestment of Red crymsen velvett. 
Itm a vestment of white saten & another of grene branched damaske. 
Itm a vestment of Red sylke & a nother of blew sylke. 
I tm a nother of Russell worsted & a nother of Red sylke. 
Itm ij olde vestments one white & a nother Redde. 
Itm vj albes, ij Amyc's, iij towellE & six alter clothes. 
Itm a crosse of coper, iiij canstyckes of laten weying x li. 
Itm xvj lytell canstyckes of laten weying xxx li. 
I tm iij bells in the staple in weight by estimacon xlij ti C. 

Goods delyu' ed to th e 
Curate for the devyne 

S'ves. 
Itm a ch alyce of sylu', p'cell guylte, weying ix vnc's. 
Itm a cope of Red branched damaske. 
Itm ij surplesses. 

Goods solde n1
• 

Yelde goods n1
• 

Stocke n1
• 

• Robert Banks, M.A., appointed Rector 24th Nov. , 1548, was deprived soon after 
the accession of Mary, but was restored after her decease, and died in 1591. 
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BoBYNGWORTHE. 

This Inventory made & Indented the xxvij day of September in the 
syxte yere of the reigne of or Sou'eigne Lorde Kynge Edwarde the 
syxte, &c., Betwene the right honorable 8' Richard Ryche, Knight, 
lorde Ryche, S'· Thorn's Josselyn, Knight, & Edmunde Mordaunt, 
Esquyre, Comyssion's, of the one p'tye, And Thomas Glascocke, p'son."" 
John Alsoppe, John Pole, Richard Pole, & John Hammond p'sent's 
of the other p'tye, Witnesseth, that the saide p'senters hathe p'sented 
vnto the saide comyssion's the Inventory of all the Copes, Vestments, 
J ewells, plate Bells & other Implements belongyng to their pishe 
churche in mann' & forme folowyng. 

Goods not Alyenated, delyu'ed 
in to the handes of the Churche W ardAns. 

Furste a vestment of Red saten, another of Red sylke. 
Itm one other old vestemnt & iij albes. 
Itm iij bells in the steple whereof the litell bell is iij q'te's of a 

yerde wide. 
Itm the secunde is iij quarters & iij ynches of a yerde wyde. 
It. the great bell a yerde save iij ynches wyde. 
It. ij hande bells & a crosse of caper. 

Goods for the devyne S'ves 
Delyu'ed in to the hands of the Curatt. 

Itm a chalis of sylu', p'cell guylte, in weight Lt 
Itm a cope of Red saten, braunched. 

Yelde g·oods n1
• 

Stocke n1
• 

Goods solde n1
• 

ABB.A.s RoDYNG. 

This Inventory made & Indented the xxvij day of September in the 
syxte yere of the reigne of o' Sou' eigne Ijorde Kynge Edwarde the 
syxte &c., Betwene the Right honorable Syr Rycharde Ryche, Knight, 
Lorde Ryche, 8' Thorn's J osselyn, Knight, & Edmunde Mordaunt, 
Esquyre, Comyssion's of the one p'tye, And Thomas Broke p'son,t 

* Thomas Glascocke appointed Rector 28th Nov., 1528, and, according to Newcourt, 
resigned in 1582, and was succeeded 11 th Mar., 1582-3, by Bartholomew Glascocke. 
As no intermediate incumbent is shewn, he was Rector in the reign of Hen. VIII., 
and throughout those of Edw. VI. and Mary until the 24th Eliz., a period of 55 years. 
Bartholomew Glascocke by will dated 13th Oct,, 1619, and proved 11th Nov., 1622, 
desired to be buried in ti.Je chancel at Bobbingworth. 

t U this be intended for 50 oz. it was a chalice of unusual and extraordinary weight 
for a village church. It is perhaps a clerical error. 

:j: John Broke, B.D., was succeeded in this Rectory by the above Thomas Brooke or 
Broke 21st Mar., 1541-2, and Newcourt supposes him to be the same Thomas Broke 
who became Vicar of Nasing 12th May, 1554, on the deprivation of Nicholas Locke in 
the reign of Mary, but resigned in 1556. 

Gl 
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Richard Eve, John Knight, Churche Wardens, Richard Estwycke, & 
Nicholas Wylson, p'sent's of the other p'tye, Witnesseth, that the 
saide p'senters hathe p'sented vnto the saide Comyssion's the Inventory 
of all the Copes, Vestments, J ewells, plate, Bells & other Implements 
belongyng to their pyshe in mann' & forme folowyng. 

G~ods not Alyenated delyu' ed 
in to the custody of the Churche Wardens. 

In p'mis a cope of blake damaske. It. iij vestments, one of blake 
velvett, a nother of sylke & another of crewell. 

It. iij bells in the steple weying by estimacon ix C. 
Itm ij Rogation Bells & ;:t nother lytell bell, a senser, & a crosse of 

la ten. 
Goods solde. 

Item serten Canstyckes solde to white lyme the churche. 
Item i.f old sensers of laten 9'" a crosse of laten .-li-
Item a chalyce with other J ewells stolne. 

Goods delyu' ed for the Devyne 8'ves. 
Item a cope of crewell wt surplesses. 

Y elde goods n1
• 

8tocke n1
• 

KELDON. 

This Inventory made & Indented the xxvij day of 8eptemb' in the 
syxte yere of the reigne of o' 8ou'eigne Lorde Kynge Edwarde the 
syxte, Betwene the Right honorable 8' Richarde Riche, Knight, 
Lorde Ryche, 8' Thomas Josselyn, Knight, & Edmunde Mordaunt, 
Esquyre, ComyRsion's of the one p'tye, And John Baker p'son, t 
Willm Wyldes, Chm·chewarden & Thorn' Wood p'sent's on the other 
p'tye, Wytnesseth that the saide p'sent's hathe p'sented to the saide 
Commyssion's the Inventory of all the Copes, Vestments, plate, J ewells, 
Bells & other Implements belongyng to their pyshe churche in man' 
& forme folowyng. 

Goods not Alienated 
delyu'ed in to the hands of 

the Churche Wardes. 
In p'mis ij copes of white Baudkyn, iij Vestments Velvett & sylke 

& one of bawdekyn, ij alter clothes of Dyap' & iij playne. 
· It. iij towells & iij corpas, an olde vaile & iij paynted clothes. 
It. a cross of coper, a senser, a Basen, iij canstycks, a pyxe of laten, 

all. It. v. hand bells on weight xiij li. 

* '£he line printed in Italics is struck through in the original. 

t John Baker appointed Rector 27th July, 1547, appears to have continued so 
throughout the reign of Mary, and was deprived in 1560, 3 Eliz. If the same person, 
as Newcourt supposes, he obtained the Rectory of Feering lOth Sept. 1554, and died 
possessed of it in 1562. 
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It. iiij Bells in the Steple wherof the first bell is in breadethe ij fote 
& ix ynches, in depth ij fote. The thirde in breadeth ij fote & viij 
ynches & in depthe ij fote & iij ynches. The fm·the in breadeth ij fote 
& iij ynches, in depth ij fote & ij ynches. 

Goods delyu'ed for the devyne 
S'ves in to the hands of the Cm·ate. 

It. a chalys of sylu', a cope of blew bawdekyn. 
Yelde goods n1

• 

Stocke n1
• 

Goods solde n1
• 

LYTTELL LA VER. 

This Inventory made & Indented the xxvij day of September in 
sixte yere of the reigne of o' Sou'eigne Lorde Kynge Edwarde the 
syxte &c. Betwene the Right honorable S' Richarde Ryche, Knight, 
lorde Ryche, & S' Thomas Josselyn, Knight, & Edwarde Mm·daunt, 
Esquyre, comyssion's of the one p'tye, And Thomas Persye,"" p'son, 
John Adam & Raynolde Sumer, p'sent's on the other p'tye, Witnesseth 
that the saide p'sent's bathe p'sented vnto the said Comyssion's the 
Inventory of all the Copes, Vestments, plate, J ewells, Bells & other 
Implements belongyng to their churche in mann' & forme folowyng. 

Goo.ds npt Alyenated delyu'ed in 
to the hands of the Churche Wardens. 

Inp'mis a cope of white sarcenott. It. a vestment of grene & Red 
sylke, a nother of blacke sylke, a vestment of white fustian & one 
olde grene vestment, iij albes. 

It. a lent clothe. It. a chalys of iiij vnc's. It. a pyx of laten, ij 
towells, one holy water potte. 

It. a senser of laten, ij crosses & a basen of laten, iij alter cloth es. 
It. a Cl'Osse clothe, iij Bann' clothes & xx canstycks of laten. 
It. iij Bells in the Steple, one a halfe yerde bredeth & the other 

halfe a yerde & more. It. ij hande bells. 
Goods delyu'ed to the Curate 

for the devyne S'ves. 
Item, a chalyce of sylu' p' cell guylt, weyng iiij one's. 
Item, a cope of grene sylke, ij towells & a fonte clothe. 
It. ij surpleces. 

Goods solde n1
• 

Yelde goods n1
• 

Stocks n1
• 

SRELLEY. 

This Inventory made & Indented the xxvij day of September in the 
syxte yere of the reigne of o' Sou'eigne Lorde Kynge Edwarde the 

• Called by Newcourt Thomas Perst vel Peercy. Appointed 4th May, 1551, and 
died shortly before 3rd Dec. 1554. 
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syxth &c. Betwene the Right honorable S' Richarde Lorde Ryche, 
Knight, Sr Thomas J osselyn, Knight & Edmunde Mordaunt, Esquyre, 
Comyssion's, of the one p'tye, And Willm Edwardes p'son,"·' Richarde 
Felde, Richard Hille, & John Dowtye of the other p'tye, Wytnesseth, 
that the saide p'senters hathe p'sented all the Copes, Vestments, 
J ewells, plate, Bells and other Implements belongyng to their churche 
in mann' & forme folowyng. 

Goods not Alyenated 
delyu' ed in to the handes of the Churche Wardens. 

Furste a cope of Red Chamlett, a vestment of Red sylke, & a nother 
of blacke chamlett wt an albe to the same. 

It. a nother vestment of grene & Red sylke & an albe belongyng to 
the same. 

It. iij old vestments wtout albes. It. one table cloth of lynen. It. 
ij dyap' towells, an olde lent clothe of canvas. It. a clothe of red & 
blacke chamlett. 

Item iij clothes of grene bokeram. 
It. a crosse of copper, guylte. It. ij crosse clothes. It. a sepulcre 

wt a paynted clothe.t It . a great hutche bounde about wt yron. 
It. iij corpas wt their cases, v bann' clothes & a payer of sensers. 
It. ij bells in the Steple, weying by estimacon v C. 
It. ij hande bells of x li. in weight, ij water potts of brasse of x li. 
It. ij canstycks of laten, vj lytell hopes of laten, a basen & a crys-

matory of laten. A cuppe of laten & iij canapies to the same. 
Goods delyu'ed to the Curate 

for the devyne S'ves. 
Item, a chalyce of Sylu' in weight. 
Item, a ciJpe of Red branched damaske. 

Goods solde n1
• 

Yelde govds n1
• 

Stock n!. 

CIIYGWELL. 

This Inventory made & Indented the xxvij day of September in the 
syxte yere of the Reigne of o' Sou'eigne lorde Kynge Edward.e the 
syxte &c. Betwene the Right honorable Sr Richarde R.iche, Knight, 
Lorde R.yche, sr Thorn' J osselyn, Knight, & Rdwarde MOI·daunt, 
Esquyre, Comyssion's, of the one p'tye, And John Fuller, Robert 
Wood and Laurens Munde on thother p'tye, Wytnesseth that the 
saide p'sent's hathe p'sented vnto the saide Comyssion's the Inventory 
of all the Copes, Vestment, J ewells, plate, Bells & other Implements 
belongyng to their churche in mann' & forme folowyng. 

• William Edwards became Rector 22nd A.pril, 1545, and died some t ime prior to 
17th Dec., 1558, in the 1st Eliz., having continued Rector dttring the reign of Mary. 

t The Easter Septtlchre was often of framework, and moveable, to be set up when 
reqttired. 
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Goods not Alyenated delyu' ed 
in to the handes of the Churche Wardens. 

Furste a cope of white damaske. It. vestment of blacke yelvett. 
Itm a vestment of blew saten, a vestment of white damaske. 
It. ij. vestments, one of grene sylke, a nother of damaske & the iijd• 

of blacke worsted. It. ij canstycks & a crosse staf of cop' & guylt. 
Itm iij Bells in the Steple, waying by estimacon xxxt• 0 & ij Rogacion 

Bells. 
Goods delyu'ed for the 

Devyne S'ves.* 
Itm one chalyce of sylu' waying by estimacon vj one's. 
It. a cope of Ray ~ylke. 

Goods solde n1
• 

Yelde goods n1• 

Stocke n1
• 

L.AMBORNE. 

This Inventory made & Indented the xxvij day of September in the 
syxte yere of the reigne of o' Sou'eigne L0rde Kynge Edwarde the 
syxte &c., Betwene the Right honorable 8' Richarde Ryche, Knight, 
Lorde Ryche, Syr Thorn's Josselyn, Knight, & Edward Mordaunt, 
Esquyre, Comyssion's, the one p'tye, And Owen Lane p'son, t John 
Pytman, Robert Durrant, Thomas Sobye, & John Peres, p'senters of 
the other p'tye, Witnesseth that the saide p'senters hathe p'sented vnto 
the saide Comyssion's, the Inventory of all the Copes, Vestments, 
plate, J ewells, Bells & other Implements belongyng to their churche 
in mann' and forme folowyng. 

Goods not Alyenated 
delyu'ed in to the hands of the Churche 

Wardens. 

In p'mis one cope of Red Saten. 
Item ij vestments, one of botkin, the other saten of bridges. 
Item one great chalis cont' in weight xvij one's. 
It. ij censures of latten; iiij canstycks of the same metall. 
Itm ij crosses of coper & a pyxe of coper. 
Itm iij Bells in the Step le, the greatest conteynes in breadeth xxiiit 

ynches. 
It. the seconde in breadeth cont' xx ynches. 

* James Bilney was Vicar at this date, but his name does not appear herein. He 
was deprived on the accession of Mary. 

t Owen Lane in this inventory, but, according to Newcourt, his name was Owen 
Low, and that this is correct is establ ished by his will, dated 11th J an. , 1568-9 and 
proved in the .A.rchdeaconry L:ourt of Essex, 26th Feb., in the 8ame year. In this will 
he is described as Sir Owyn Lowe, parson of Lambourne, and desires to be buried in 
the chancel of that church. The date of his appointment to Lambourne does not appear, 
hut he was in the possession of the benefice till his death. His predecessors were 
Thomas Thompson ani! Thomas Hoskyns the same who oceur as Rectors of Magdalen 
Laver. 
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It. the thirde cont' in breadeth xxj ynches. 
It. ij lyttell hande bells & a sacryng bell. 

Goods delyu' ed for the 
Devyne S'ves. 

Item, one challys o:f sylu' p'cell guilte in weight viij one's. 
Itm, a cope of chamlett. 

Goods solde n1
• 

Yelde goods n1
• 

Stocke n1
• 

THAYDON BoYES. 

This Inventory made and Indented the xxvij day of September in 
the sixt yere of the reigne of o' Sou' eigne lorde Kynge Edwarde the 
syxte &c. Betwene the Right honorable 8' Richard Ryche, Knight, 
Lorde Ryche, 8' Thomas J osselyn, Knight & Edmund Mordaunt, 
Esquyre, Comyssion's, of the one p'tye. And Rankyn Devenson, 
Curate,'" Henry Mayn'de & John Ladde p'senters on the other p'tye, 
Witnesseth that the saide p'senters bathe p'sented vnto the saide 
Comission's the Inventory of all the Copes, Vestments, plate, Jewells, 
Bells and other Implements belongyng to their Ohurche in mann' & 
forme as here after foloweth. 

Goods not Alyenated 
delyu'ed in to the handes of the Churche Wardens. 

In primis a chalys of sylu', iij canstycks of la ten. 
It. a Basen & an Ewer of laten. 
It. iij Bells in the Stepill wherof the great bell is iiij fote & di. in 

depth & the breadeth a yerde, the seconde is in depth ij fote & halfe 
& breadeth ij fote & di. iiij ynches, the lytell bell ij fote in depnes & 
ij fote di. in wydenes. 

Goods delyued to the 
Curate for the devyne S'ves. 

Item one chalyce of sylu' 
Item one olde cope of sylke. 
Item a surples. 

Goods solde n1
• 

Yelde goods n1
• 

Stock n1
• 

GRENESTEADE. 

This Inventory made & indented the xxvij day of Septemb' in the 
syxte yere of the r eigne of o' Sou'eigne lode Kynge Edwarde the 
sixte, &c. Betwene the right honorable S' Richard Ryche, Knight, 
Lorde Ryche, 8' Thomas J osselyn, Knight, & Edwarde Mordaunt, 

* The names of only twelve of the Perpetual Curates of Theydon Bois are upon 
record, viz. from 1661 to 1700. Rankyn Devenson may therefore be inserted as 
Curate in 1652. 
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Esquyre, Comyssion's of the one p'tye, And James Skott, p'son,% 
John Fynche, thelder, Chm·chewarden, Robert Bernde, John Marcyall 
& Vm£rye Benton p'senters on the other p'tye, Witnesseth that the 
saide p'sent's hathe p'sented vnto the saide Comyssion's the Inventory 
belongyng to their pishe churche in mann' & forme folowyng. 

Goods not Alyenated delyu'ed 
into the handes of the 

Ohurche Wardens. 
In p'mis a vestment of grene saten & a nother of blacke saten. 
It. a white vestment of Dornyx & a chalise of sylu' in weight viij 

one's. 
It. ij Rogacion Bells in weight x li. It. ij great bells in weight 

COO li. & di. It. ij canstycks, a crosse, a sen:>e' & a pax all of laten. 
It. ij clothes, lynen, paynted, & ij bann' clothes of the same. 
It. ij towell & a :flexen shete wt an herse clothe of grene & Red 

Sa ten. 
It. a yelow clothe of saye, a sepulcrfl wt the frame, ij corpas cases, 

one of clothe of tyssew & the other of velvett wt a clothe. 
It. a pelow of yelow velvett & a paynted clothe. 

Goods delyu'ed to the Curate 
for the devyne S'ves. 

Item a chalys of sylu' in weight viij one's. 
It. a cope of blew saten wt surpleses. 

Goods solde 
It. in wax xxxvj li. for xviij•· 

Yelde goods n1
• 

Stock nL 

HUNDRED OF DUNMOW. 

LYNDESELL. 

This Inventory made and Indented the xxvj day of October in the 
syxte yere of the reigne of Edwarde the syxte by the grace o£ God 
Kynge o£ Inglonde, France & Irelonde &c. Betwene the Right horror
able 8' Richarde Riche, lorde Riche, 8' Thomas J osselyn, Knight, & 
Edmunde Mordaunt, e'squire, of the one p'tye, & S' Willm Esceubye , 
Vicar,t Robt Pole & Thomas Lyndsell Jun' Churchewardens p'sent's 
of the other p'tye, Wytnesseth that the saide p'senters hathe p'sented 

• J ames Scott appointed Rector 2nd June, 1548, and continued in the incumbency 
throughout the reign of Mary. His successor was appointed 2nd June, 1561 " per 
mortem Scott alias Davison." 

t William Escubye appointed Rector 4th Mar. 1550-1 ann held the preferment 
during the reign of Mary. His successor was admitted 16th July, 1566 "per mortem 
Hescuby." 
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vnto vs the Inveii, of the Copes, Vestments, plate, J ewells, Bells & 
other implements belongyng to th6 churche there in mann' & forme 
folowyng. 

Goods not Alyenated delyu'ed 
into the custody of Robert Pole . 

In p'mis ij great bells by estem. waying xxj1
i C. 

It. a saunce Bell in weight = li. 
It. ij hande Bells waying x li. It. a latten Cl'Osse, gylt, iij li. in 

weight. 
It. a payer of latten sensers, one vestment of purple velvett. It. ij 

vestments of olde sarsenett & ij other vestments of white fustian, a 
strem' clothe of sylke, a clothe of sylke for the Sacrament, a crosse 
clothe. It. in leade xvj li. 

Goodes delyu'ed in to the custodye 
of the Churchewardens 

for the devyne S'ves ther. 
Item a chalice of sylu' guylte, waying viij one's. 
Item .a cope of blew velvett & surples. 

Goods solde n1
• 

Yelde goods n1
• 

Stock n1
• 

[ C.HICKNEY. J 
[Although this indenture with the subjoined inventory is almost 

destroyed and is indexed as of a parish unknown, in the Hundred of 
Dunmow, I have no hesitation in assigning it to Chickney. Enough 
of the preamble remains to shew that it was in the same form as the 
preceding, bearing elate 16th of October, and includes the same three 
Commissioners. The names of tha presentors are "Richard Lewyn' 
p'son,'\' Robert More, Churchwarden, John ........ , whose sm·name 
is illegible, and another bearing the smname of Colyn or ,Colyns, the 
same, no doubt, who is repeated in the Inventory as Henry Colyn. 
Richard Lewyns occurs in N ewcourt as Rector of Chickney at this 
date and held no other preferment in Essex; and it appears from 
Morant that soon after 1558, the manor and advowson of the chmch 
were in the Collyn family, one Henry Collyn dying possessed thereof 
31st Dec., 1606.] 

Goods not Alyenated delyu' ed 
in to the hands of Henry Colyn. 

Furste in the staple ij Bells conteynyng a thousand pounds. 
Itm ij hand bells conteynyng in weight x li. 
Itm one vestment of cremson velvett. 
Itm [one vestment] of fustian [& ij] albes. 
Itm • ..•• , . . . . . • of latten weying [iiij li. ?] 

* Richard Lewyns admitted Rector 30th June, 1542, was deprived in the reign of 
Philip and Mary, 1555. 
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Itm ... , , . , , , .. , of latten weying iij li. 
, , , , , , , , , , , , , , , . [for lent ?J'·' 

Goods delyu'd in to the handes 
of the saide churchewarden for the 

devyne S'ves. 
Item one chalise p'cell guylte weying vj one's. 
Item, one cope of blew saten. 

Goods sold n1
• 

Stock n1
• 

Yelde goods n1
• 

HUNDR. DE BEKENTREE. 

239 

LEIGHTON. An Inventary indented cotey'ing aswell the present as the 
preter plate of the churche of Layton in the countie of Essex, viewde 
and certefyed by us Richard W olley, t Vicar there, William Hanger 
and Richard Bromley, churchewardeynes, William Campion, Petre 
Johnson and William Ebotson, unto us by the King's Ma. Comyssioners 
in that behalf the xvij'h day of the moneth of Septembre A0 R. R. 
Domini Edwardi Sext', vj, as followeth . 

The present plate of the saide churche. 
Inprimis in the steple there three bells waying by estymacon fifteen 

hundred, litle more or less. 
Item, a challice waying xiij ownc's, p'cell gilte, at --- le oz. 
Item, a litle Sancte bell hanging in the Quear. 
Item, two crosse clothes and a litle stremer of silke, painted, olde. 
Item a surplesse. 
Item an olde cloth for the comuyon. 
The present plate of the saide churche of Layton, viz. from the first 

yere of o' said sov'igne Lorde the Kings Ma's Reigne. 
[The rest of this inventory is entirely destroyed.] 

P'v A. lLFoRn. 

The accompt of y• presenters of the churche of litle Il:fford to the 
King's Maties Comissioners beinge the Kings vissiterst in the yeare of 
the reigne of our sovereigne lord Edward the vj'\ by the grace of god 
King of Inglond, Ffrance and Irelond defender of the :£faith, & in 
earth supreme head, next und' god, of the same churche of Inglond 

* This item was probably a veil cloth for Lent. 
t Richard Wolley appointed Vicar 29th Apr., 1531. According to Newcourt, he 

appears to have remained here throughout the reign of Mary, and until the third year 
.of Elizabeth, his successor having been appointed, upon his resignation of the Vicarage, 
30th Apr., 1561. 

i The words printed in Italics are erased in the original. 

HI 
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and allso of Irelond, the vj 1h yere. Furst we doo present or make 
accompt o£ the doings of one Thomas Hutton, as nigh as we can, the 
which was chosen chirchewarden in the first yere of the raigne of our 
soveraigne lord King Edward the vj 1

h and so hath continuid vntil 
this time twellmonethe, which is V yeares & more, And then disseasid, 
but he never had no stocke to begin to begin w1 all. 

Item, in primis the said Thorn's sold as moch latten, to one that 
came about to enquere to bie lattin, ~.' as come to ij ' ·, but what he was 
h e cannot tell.t 
Item, now the said Thorn's sold as much of albes 

that was of from about 5 weeks and the hands, 
as came tot . iij ' · iiijrl· 
Here is accompt of all y1 whiche was solde, & now here followes the 

charg's which was laid out upon the [church.l 
Item, the said Thorn's Hutton laid out upon solder, 

leade, and workemanshippe the som of vj ' · viijd· 
As for the rest the person paid it. 

Item more to a painter for paintinge of the King's 
armes w1 other scriptures the som of . xvd· 

As for the painting, clothe was made of the ban er clothes. 
Itm, more to a workman for whitt limyng of the 

church ij ' · 
Itm more laid out upon a s'vice booke for the whiche 

hais the comunion in it, the siii. of iij ' . viijd· 
H ere is all the accompt of the charges which charg's the chirche 

warden & the r est of the pisshe were faine to beare of ther own proper 
cost for they never had no stock to the churche, therefore it bath been 
verie painefull, & w1owt a remedie thei be not able to maintaine. , .... 

[The record of these items of expenditure is destroyed. J 

P'vA lLLFORD [continued]. 

Mor.eover you shall understand, that whills this said Thorn's Hutton 
lae on his death bedd, OUl' churche was robbed, and there was stollen 
out of it a fare cope, an awlbe, a vestment, iiij slll'plices, a towell, a 
latten senser, and all the clothes that lae of the coiii.union table, with 
all other implements that was in the chirche the which was any thinge 
handsome§ to be carried awae. 

* It is manifest from this, and similar incidental references, that the disp~al of 
church goods had become so notorious, that buyers were travelling the country in 
search of this metal, or, in fact, any other material, that they could procure with 
advantage. 

t Sz"c in orig. but the intended· meaning is, probably, "but who he was we cannot 
tell." 

:t This is very unintelligible as it stands. I conjecture the writer intended to say 
that "the said Thomas, about 5 weeks before his death, sold certain albs, and the 
money that came into his hands by the sale was iij•· iiijd·" 

§ Handsome appears to be used here in the sense of handy, convenient. 
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Now here we do pressent of yt yt belongeth to the chirche all yt 
dothe remains, as nigh as we can to our estimacon. 

Iteru, In primis, a chalice an the cover to it, to be of iiij ownces of 
sillver. 

Item, more of a cope of blacke velvet wrought wt fl.owre de lucis of 
gold. 

Itm, more, a vestment of whitt satten. 
Itm, more an albe. 
Itm, more, an albe the which we were :faine to make an altar cloth 

{)ll. 

Itm, more of bells thone of lli. waight & thother of iij score pound. 
Now here we have made accompt & presented all saving one bell 

rope & a ladder to clime up to the bells wtall. 
Allso the charges yt we have bene at for oure ap

pearance, horsse meat and man's meat besides for 
makings of these bills that cost . . ..•...• 
Appointed to the church for the admynistracon wt in the same the 

chales . ... and t.able cloth & albe. 
The residue is comytted to the custody of Gabriel P'trich & John 

. ....... kepe to such uses as shall please the King's M a tic . 

(+) Will ........... . 
. "'--"' 

(one sign) 

Certified iiij October. 

EAsT HAM. This accompt of the Churchwardens, Vicar, and 
paraycheners of East Ham in the Countie of Essex concernyng 
there chirch goods for the fyrst year of our sov'aign lorcle Edward 
the sixte by the g'ce of god Kyng of Englonde, :ffrance and yreland, 
defendour of the fayth, and &c., unto the fourth day of October in 
this p'sent syxt yere of the same. 

Wyllm ........ ? l W d 
Wyllm Welfourd.) ar ens. 

Anno Rni Ri• This year the aforesaid churchwardens 
Edwardi vjti with the consent of the wholeparaycheners 

prima. sold the wood and waynskot of ymages 
price . . . . · · 
Whereof was bestowed uppon making 
up of the broken places in the church 
walls where the ymages stode, whyet 
washyng of the same, and this same 
year part of the chmch was walled, the 
steple ruff cased & the whole charge 

Wyllm } 
Wyllm Welfourd. Wardens. 

l.ix v'· 
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Anno Rni R1' 

Edwardi vj1i 
secundo. 

Anno Rni R 1' 

Edwardi vj 11 

tertio. 

Anno Rni Ris 
Edwardi vj1i 

quarto. 
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Thys year nothyng was solde. But 
shortly after the feast of Eastr, the 
church was robbed, the pore mennes 
cheste broken, the best copes and veste
ments and all other thyngs worth the 
conveying away, stolen by the thefes. 
This year, alt'O the aforesayd, a pore 
mennes chest was provided agayn aft' 
that it was broken, the whole charg's 
of this year . 

Wyllm 
Wyllm W elfourd. 

Thys year nothing was sold. 
the bok of common p'ayer was prouided 
& part of this church yard pale made & 
dy'u's places of the same amended. The 
whole charg's of this year 

Wyllm W d 
Wyllm Welfourd. ar ens. 

This year the churchwardens aforesayd 
w1 the whole paracheners agreed to sell 
such things as remayned sup':fl.uous and 
unoccupied, for the dyschargyng of the 
aforesayd charg's and other charg's 
followyng. 
In p'mis they sold a chalice p. oz. . . iiij li. 
It. they solde to Thomas Pallipher of 

Estham a laten crosse, the la tin candel
stycks, lead, and other lumber lyeing 
in the vestreye aft' the church was 
robbed 

It. to hys wyfe ij old pelars . 
It. to the same Thomas Pallyphre the 

old tymber of the rod lofte leaft aft' 
the quere was made, p'ce . 

It. to hys wyfe cortayn carued crosses . 
It. to Richard (Hyegues ?) an old broken 

tabernacle . . . . 
It. to John Drap' and Thomas Symson 

and John Hanlye iij bannr poles . 
It. to Wyllm (Mernlah ?) the old paynted 

clothes . . . . . 
It. to Richard Shaw an old vestement . 
It. to J oane P'syphall, wydow, ij old 

supplices . 
It. to John Haymon a stremr. 
It. to Maystreys Eglefeld iij amesses 
It. to good wyfe Pallipher a towell 

xvj'· 
xijd. 

x' · 
xd. 

vijd· 

iijd· 

ij'-
iij'· viW· 

xiiijd· 
viijd· 
xijrl· 

viijcl· 



An° R. R. 
Edwardi vj1

' 

quinto. 

Ano R. R. 
Edwardi vj 1

' 

sexto. 

• Apparels. 
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It. to good wyfe Cordwell a towell 
It. to Thomas Pallypher a redd vestem't 
It. to John Haymon a grene vestment & 

a bann' 
It. to good wyfe Glaskock an old towell 
It. to Alexander Ogg a satin vestment . 
It. to John Haymon a red vestment 
It. to the good wyfe Cordwell iij parells"-' 
It. to Robert Welfourd an old co'phast . 
It. to Alexander Ogg a corpacast 
It. to the same a canapie 
It. to J oane (Phynote ?) a stole 
It. to John (Hayms ?) a stremer 
It. to the same ij banners 
It. a whytt vestment 
It. to Harry Fullam ij old banners 
It. to John Haymon a stremer 

Sill vij li. xvd· 

This yere the quere was made and the 
lords table and certaine seats in the 

243 

ij ' · ijd· 
ijd· 

ij ' . viijd· 
(vj ' · ?) 

w 
xijd· 
iiijd· 
iiijd· 

ijrl· 
vjd· 

xijd· 
iiijd' 
vjd· 

church and the whole charg's. iijli· x' · w· 
Hueys Walkar } W d 
John Haymon ar ens. 

Thys year nothyng was sold, the whole 
charg's of the year. vj ' · vjd· 

Edward Welfourd.} W d 
Richard Shaw. ar ens. 

Thys year nothyng was sold, the whole 
charges of this year layd out alredie by 
the churchwardens comyng to xxiiij ' · viijd· 
Toward the whrofe§ they have receaved 
no more but . vj•· 

This year, the nyeght before the conu'syon of S. PaulB, 
two of the churche wyndowes wars broken by thefes, the 
tuyesday at nyeght folowyng they or other came agayn 
& brake opon the vicares cophyr & robbed yt, they also 
caryed a way the pore mennes chest into the felde and 
brake yt & robbed yt. 

At this present tyme the aforesaid wyndowes had 
nowe to be amended & glased, iij plac's in the cou'yng 

t Corporal, often written corporas 
t Probably a corporal or corporas case. 
§ Roof. In the inventory of the church of Leigh, "church roof" is written "church 

wharf" in an item for reparation. There was certainly no wharf belonging to the 
church or glebe there. 
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of the church hath now to be amended where yt r equireth, 
the pore mennes chest agayn must be made & the other 
necessary reparations are to be done to the value, by 
estimation, of xij li. or xx marks. 
The whole sum of all things that hath 

be sold vij!'· ix•· 'xd· 
The whole sum a£ the charg's ah·edie done xli· xij ' · ijd· 

An Inventorye of suche goodes as remayn in the churche of East 
Ham unsold. 

In p'mis, in the staple iiij great bells. 
The fyrst wayeth by estimation viijO. pounds. 
The second , , xijc· pounds. 
The thyrde , , xvjc· pounds. 
The fourth , , xxc · pounds. 
It. a small hand bell in weyt by estimation x li. 
It. a litle bell re' sued to warn the people at the begynnyng of dyvyne 

s'vice by estimation one pound. 
It. one chalice of sylu' wayng twelve ounces. 
It. one table cloth for the lord1> bourde. 
It. an abe cloth to cover the same. 
It. one surplesse. 
It. a bible, a paraprase of Erasmus. 
It. one boke of corn. p'ayr. 
It. iJ boks of psalms"'· 
It. one boke of homylies. 
It. the statute boke against rebulls. 
It. a new cophyr dext, wyte, w' ij locks, for the safe kepyng of the 

bok of chrystenyngs and &c. 
It. ij olde chests, one of them wythout a lock. 
It. one standyng dext, an other small dext. 
It. olC. glasse & broken barres of yorn saued of the broken wyndowes. 

Assigned to the churchwardens for the mynystracon the chalice, the 
table clothes, the surplesses. 

The residue is comytted to the custody of Eclward ---1- and 
Richard Shaw to be safely kept to the King's ma1'" use. 

Richard Finch, Vicar.t Willm Berners. 
John Verney, clarc. Wyllyam Aylo:ff. 
(and two signs) Anthonie Browne. 

Md· That Thomas Eglesfeld, gentilman, founde a lamp in the 
chancell whych he challenged and had as his owne.§ 

• 'rhe item in Italics is erased in the original record. 
t The surname, no doubt Welfourd, is concealed by the binding. 
:j: Richard Finch, Vicar from 12th Feb., 1545-6, till some time before 8th Nov., 1553, 

when he resigned. 

§ That is to say, he had been accustomed to provide a lamp. 
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Itm, the Vicar and hys p'decessours, tyme owt of mynd, founds two 
lyghts w' ij small laten candelstycks upon the high altar, whych he 
lykewise chalenged as hys owne, and had also the olde wexe that was 
leaft after lyghts were abrogated as things apperteynyng ad altaragiii..* 

It. the same toke, cutt and destroyed the boks of popysh s'uyce 
immediately after the new s'uyce was set forth as monuments of 
sup'stition. 

[The Inventory of W anstead Church Goods, which follows, is much 
faded and decayed ; some of the writing is entirely defaced. J 

W ANSTED. This bill made and indented the iiij day of October in 
the sext yere [of our J sov'raine lorde King Edward y• sixt of Ingland, 
France and Ireland, Kyng, and of the same churche of Ingland & 
Ireland supreme, set immediately under god, of all goods and ye plate 
and stok belonging to the chyrche of W ansted at makyng of this 
present bill indented ........ bene fyrst certified by the p'ties wti• 
written, the day and yere above seid. 
Inprimis we have on chales p'sell gylt ..... . 

[several lines are here effaced J 
........ and the other of grene damaske. 
It. ij vestments the one of red damaske with a [erose J of grene ..... . 

the other of Turkye sylke w' a [ wyt] crosse. 
It. iij bells contenyng by estimacon ......... . 
It. in the churchwardyns hands xxij'· 
...... A bibill, a tabyll clothe. 

Appointed to the church gardians for mynystracon w1in the same, 
the chales, and coope of white satten of bridges, the bibill and the 
table cloth. 

The re:;:idue is comytted to the sal£ keping of Willm Sympson & 
Edward Wilkins safely to kepe to such uses as shall please the King's 
Matie. 

Willm Berners. 
(In iiorso.) 

Thes be the gods, plate & other which hath been sold fyrst y• 
begynyng of y• King's magesty reign. 
In p ........ of sylver & p'sell gylt conteyning in weight iij one ... . 
Itm, thyrtye pound of wax sold for iiijd y• pound. • ...•... 

* This cannot, I think, refer to the two lights upon the high altar, burnt during the 
celebration of the Holy Eucharist, which had nothing whatever to do with "altarage;" 
but only to such as burned at shrines and before images, of which there were at 
least five in this church that are known. For the maintenance of lights before these, 
Nicholas Gouge left money in 1527. Besides the High Altar there were probably 
two side altars at East Ham. All were under •pecial dedications. Oblations made at 
these would come under the definition of altarage. In the Rayleigh inventory it 
is recorded that a stranger entering the church had made an offering at Allen's altar, 
which was a Chantry altar, and that money would presumably be claimed by the 
Chantry Priest, though in that instance the chu1·chwardens had it. 
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Itm for latyn & bras . 
Itm for old Iarne>\' 
Itm for old panted baners, vestments & hangings of 

auter 
Wylleam Symson cherchewarclen. 
Wylliam Smythe P'son.t 

(one sign) 
0 . 

Ihon Teyler. 
Lennard Arthorne. 

(Signed) 

W ALTHAMSTOW. 

Willm Berners. 
Wyllyam Ayloff. 
Anthonie Browne. 

[This document is greatly decayed and the preamble is otherwise so 
faded and obscure, as not to be worth copying in a fragmentary con
dition; as much of the inventory as is fairly decipherable follows: J 
Imprimis .... Towells of diapflr, ij yerds long and iij qtrs brode. 
It. tow Towells of diaper iij yerds long and •..• brode. 
It. one Towell of dyaper of xv yerds longe and half ell brode and one 

other towell. 
It. two towells of dyap' of xij di. yerds long, di. eil brode. 
It. one old table clothe of dyap' iij yerds long . ..... brode. 
Itm one table clothe iij yerds longe & j yerd brode . 
. . . . • . table clothe of iij yercls long and one yerd [brode ]. 
Itm one table clothe of dyap' ij yerds and di. longe & elle brode. 
Itm one vestment of tauney velvet, and one cope of the same em-

broydered wth yelow sylk. 
Itm one vestment of velvet and -damaske. 
Itm one cuborde of waynstoke one yerd brode and a yerd ~ong. 
Itm ij olcle chests botmde wt yorne, and one old shippe chest. 
Itm, one old chaste. 
Itm, payet· of organnes. 
Itm one comunyon cuppe of sylver of ix ownc's wayght p'cell gylt. 
Itm the s'premest bell .. weight. 
Itm the seconde bell xvj< weight. 
Itm the thirde x< weight. 
Itm the saunce bell half j< weight. 
Itm a lytell bell = li. wayght. 
Itm one Table of wayneskote ij yerds & a quarter longe and frame 

to it. 

* Iron. 

things sold in the time of Rob ... .•• 
and John Sawyer beinge .•.••••• , • 
A0 M1cccccxlix. 

t Appointed Rector lOth July, 1542; was deprived soon after the accession of Mary, 
and his successor appointed 17tb. April, 1554. 
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I tm sole certene candelstikks ....•••• 
[The rest of the sheet, containing a few more items, is destroyed ; 

on the next page are these following : J 
Solde by the churchewardens that now are at this p'sent yerfl. 

Itm ij payer of small candelsticks. 
Itm one hand bell. 
Itm one crosse of Latten. 
Itm iij copes. 
Itm iij vestments and banere clothes. 

Assigned to the church gardians for mynistracon w~n the same the 
comunyon cuppe, the cope of tauney velvet, ij table clothes, ij towells, 
the residue of the premisses comytted to John Landish and Thomas 
Rawson to such uses as it shall please the King his Matie. 
Thomas Rawson. Willm Berners. 
(one sign) + Wyllyam Ayloff. 

Antony Browne. 

Hundred de Bekentre. Certified iiij th Octobre Ano R. E. VI. 

The Invetore of suche goods as belongyth to the churche of W oocl
forth in Essex and presented to the Kyng's Oomyssioners by a byll 
indetyd by Richard Myenor churchewarden, Herre Syddall p'son,"' 
Edwarde Oansdewse, Jon Symmyns, tow honest me of the perreshe, 
the forth daye of October in the sext yere of y• Reyug of or Su:ffrane 
lord Kyng [Edward] the sext. 
It. we have in ower stepyll iij bells and by estimacon the lest of the 

weyth viij hundred. . 
Itm a sanctus bell by estemacon x.,~xt. ponds. 
Itm whon surples, whone Ratchet, whone vestmet off Settan of brag's. 
Itm the stok yt belongyth onto or churche ys in powre mens hands, 

and we hadde no profett for it thys sex yers, fowlowyth herea£tr. 
Itm Ion Lelle hayth in hys hands vj kyne . . . iiij li. 
Itm Ion Packma hayth wone kowe x' · 
Itm Edwerde Sentens hayth wone kow x' · 
Itm Tomas Oama hayth wone kow x' · 
Itm the p'son hayth wone . x•· 
Md We sold ij handbells, iij cadelstyks a basen for y• 

pascall, wt other trashe . xvj'· viijd· 
Md The foresayd sum boyght ij chaless's of pewt', a 

ault' clouth, and was layd out. 
We the churchewardens wet to the Kyngs visitac6 and other visitac6 

as the churchewardens made there accopt whiche ower .••• . . . . 

* Henry Sydyall, as the name is in Newcourt, appointed 5th July, 1530. Deprived 
in the reign of Philip and Mary. His successor appointed 2od April, 1555. 

ll 
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. . . . . . . . . . of the mynystracon, the vestement, the pewter challice, 
the surples, and the aulter [cloth J the residue is comytted to the custody 
of Richard .M:yne' and Edward Conesdew ....•.. ....... MoY" use. 

Herre Syddall, p'rson. Willm Berners. 
Rychard Mynor ...__.,,......,...__., Wyllyam Aylo:ffe. 

Anthonie Browne. 

1VESTHAM. Certified iiij October Ao sexto R. E. 

The answere, a certificate of us Clement W y kys, Leonarde Walker, 
and Richard Pollarde towe churchwardeins of the parish church of 
Westham in the countie of Essex, made the seconde daye of October 
in the syxt yere of the reign of our Sou'aign lorde Edwarde the syxt, 
by the grace of god, King of Englande, France and Irelande, de
fendoure of the faith and of the churche of Englande and also of 
Irelande, in earthe, the sup'me hed, to the Comission on commandment 
to us given by mouthe, by Anthony Browne, M'· Barnes and M'. 
Aly:ffe, Esquiers, three of the Kings Mat• co=issioners for certein 
parts and hundres of his grac's countie of Essex touching the knowledge 
and survey of churche goodes, iewells and ornaments, w'in his grac's 
said countie of Essex, whereby we certefie in all points according to 
the commandement to us given in that behalf, the truthe and certeintie 
to the uttermost of o' knowledge and so farre as we can p'fetly gather 
or fynde by o' churche boke of the accompts. 

[This verbose preamble is nearly all that remains of the document. 
The inventory itself is almost utterly destroyed, and I could find 
nothing of interest to extract from the fragment. J 

[The Inventory of Dagenham Church follows; it is comprised in 
three folio sheets written in double columns. The preamble is perfect 
but the sides of the sheets are so much decayed that I could not 
transcribe the MS. without leaving a painful number of hiatus, which 
would render it unintelligible. I have endeavoured to give an epitome 
of its contents, extracting such portions as are fairly legible.] 

DAGNAM. Certefied iiij October Ao [ sexto J R.R.E. 

Thynventory of the parrish of Dagnam made the thyrde daye of 
October in the syxt yere of the regne of our So:fferegn lorde King 
Edwarde the sext, by the grace of god, King of England, :France and 
Ireland, de:ffender of the fayth and of the churches of England and 
Ireland, next and immediately under criste, the supreme and che:ffe 
hede, concernyng the goods of the church of the parisshe of Dagnam, 
that is to say of plate, money, ornamentes, pewter, copper, lattyn, and 
of bell mettell, as well that that remayneth of the premyces not sold, 
as that which hath byn sold synnes the :ffyrste yere of the rayne of 
our sayd so:ffereyne lorde, to whome the same was sold, when, and for 
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how moche, and also to what uses the money rysyng of the sayd sale 
was imployde, so farreforth as we now know and can remember, and 
also of all the yearly charges and expenses of the same church from the 
forsayd yere, and, :ffynally, what r ep'acyons was to be don nessessarily 
at thys present tyme. 

[Certain plate appears to have been sold to a person living in the 
Minories for £5 3s. 4d.J 

[Another sale to John Mabb, Goldsmith, probably of Cheapside, 
the only legible article being a chalice parcell gilt. J 

Lattyn 

Itm sold by John Logson and Thomas Hoke the thyrd yere of our 
Su:fferayne lord the Kyng, by the consent off the pysshe, iij canstyckes 
& a holy water pott of lattyn weying iiij ' & a halfe & vij li at xx' C. 
Sm iiij li. (xj' · iiijd·) 

Bell mettall. 

Itm Remeynyng in our church iiij bells wyth a lyttyll 
sance bell and a cloke strykyng· upon the grett bell, the 
gret bell weyeng by estymacyon . 

the thyrd bell weyAng by estymacyon 
the seconde bell weyeng by estymacyon 
the treble bell weyeng by estymacyon 
the lyttyll sance weyeng about . 

xij" · 
x'· 

viij ' · 
vj ' · 

xxxli. 
[Then follow numerous items of expenditlll'e on account of r epara

tions, by John Weston and Robard Genyns in the second and third 
years of Edward VI. in which occur expenses of timber, lead, shingle 
and workmanship of which it is impossible to give a connected or 
intelligible statement.] 

[From the third sheet, much decayed, faded and stained, I have 
extracted the following fairly legible entries under "Ornaments."] 

A paraphrasis . ij Salters. A s_yrplyse. Vestment of r ed velvet. 
A vestment and a hersecloth of black velvett. A vestment of velvett . 
An old cope of blew damaske. iij table clothes. A payer of small 
organnes. 

[The assignment (in dorso ) is as follows : J 
Appointed to the Ohlll'che gardians [there for the mynystracon J the 

cope and vestment of blak velvet the herse cloth and .. , •• , , • 
The Residue is comytted to the custodia of Thomas Bastbroke ..•• 

Bastbroke [of the well ?l &alilie to kepe to the Kings uses as shall .... 
[The remainder destroyed. J 

BARKING. 

An Inven~ory & a note taken of the J ewells, ornaments and goods 
of the pish churche of Barkyng in the Oountie of Essex by us Edward 
Huntercum and Thomas Stompe, churchewardens of the same churche, 
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the xxi day of May in the fourth yere of the reigne of o' Sou'en lorde 
Kyng Edwarde the vju' by the grace of god, &c. 

In p'mis a coope of clothe of gollde. 
Itm a sewte of grene velvet w1 a cope. 
Itm a sewte of whyte damaske wt a cope. 
Itm a sewte of white of satten. 
Itm a sewte of r ed darnix. 
Itm a crosse cloth .....•.• 
Itm iij canopies of blew sylke, one of [blak ?] velvet and another of 

[K]arene [wrought] with golld. 
Itm iij c01·poras cassis, one of clothe of golld, and ij of grene velvet. 
Itm iij (lawnds ?) for the canopye. 
Itm a. care cloth of clothe of tynsell. 
Itm a pece of col01·ed silke of ij yards. 
Itm a vestement of Black velvet w1 a cope of black satten. 
Itm a vestment of darnex w1 a blew cross. 
Itm a vestment of red satten. 
Itm a vestment of blew darnex. 
Itm a vestment of red velvet. 
Itm a vestment of grene velvet. 
Itm a vestment of grene darnexe. 
Itm a vestement of blewe satten. 
Itm ij sewtes of awbes for children white and red. 
Itm one of red damaske. 
Itm xij cortens of whyte sylke, red, and ij of lynnen. 
Itm a hanginge for the sepulture of red chamlet and white. 
Itm iij stremers. 
Itm . ... canopie clothe. 

cosshyns for the marages. 
xi towells for the awters. 
xx awter clothes dyap' and playne. 
vj of white. 

[About nine more items follow which are illegible, and the rest of the 
slip is destroyed. J 

(To be Oontinuea.) 
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ENTRIES CONCERNING SONS OF THE CLERGY ADMITTED INTO 

THE R oYAL GRAMMAR S c HooL, CoLCHESTER, DURING THE 

HEADSHIP oF WM. DuGA.RD, 1637-1642. 

OF the seventeen Essex Clergy whose sons were admitted 
during the H ead Mastership o:f William Dugard, ten were 
ejected :from their benefices by the P uritans; six had died 
or resigned · their preferment previously to the institution 
o:f the proceedings against ' Scandalous Ministers,' and one 
other was a Suffolk Rector o:f whom we find no account. 

The particulars o:f these sequestrations, and others in 
the same part o:f the county, escaped the researches o:f the 
Rev. John Walker, the author o:f the "Sufferings o:f the 
Clergy." It is unnecessary, in annotating the entries, to 
detail the charges brought against these men, and the 
character o:f some o:f the depositions would render it im
possible. Whether true or :false, it was in vain, :from the 
rmfairness o:f the proceedings, to attempt to defend them
selves successfully, and numbers declined to do so. Men 
o:f distinguished learning, whose lives were beyond 
reproach, were ejected indiscriminately with those whose 
reputation was bad. The depositions which caused the 
deprivation of Mr. Falconer, Mr. Nettles, Mr. Steward and 
Dr. Gervase are set out in one o:f the Committee Books :for 
Essex in the Cole MSS. B.M. The substance o:f these was 
first printed in the Essex and West Suffolk Gazette, and in 
1863, some years afterwards, they were substantially 
reproduced from the same MS. in the "Annals o:f Evan
gelical Nonconformity in Essex," by T. W. Davids. The 
original MS. volume belonged to the Barnardiston :family 

Kl 
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and was presented by Lady Barnardiston of Keddington, 
Suffolk, to Stephen Soame, Esq., of Thurlow in that County, 
by whom it was given to the laborious antiquary the 
Rev. William Cole, who transcribed the whole in one of 
the volumes of his collection. 

The instructions of the Earl of Manchester to the Com
mittees, which are given at length, in the MS. shew what 
a hopeless case it was to attempt a defence. "I think it 
not fit," said the Earl, "that the party accused should be 
present at the taking of the depositions, because of dis
countenancing the witnesses and disturbing the service ; 
but when the depositions are taken on oath, you are to let 
the party accused have a copy, if he will pay for it, and 
give him fourteen days for his defence or thereabout. 
And because it is found, by sad experience, that 
parishioners are not forward to complain of their ministers 
although they be very scandalous, but having this testi
mony and power in their hands, yet want hearts to make 
use thereof, too many being enemies to the blessed Reform
ation, and some sparing their ministers, because such 
ministers, to gain the good opinion of their people, for 
the pre.sent do spare them their tythes, therefore are 
esteemed quiet men, you are to call unto you some well
affected men in every hundred to enquire after the 
doctrine, lives and conversation of all Ministers and 
Schoolmasters.:' 

For the better encouragement of the Committee and 
prosecutors the former were to have 5s. a day out of which 
it was desired that their clerk might have some pay that 
he might not discourage prosecutors and informers by 
taking fees of them, unless the writing were very large 
and they would voluntarily give him something. 

It seems proper to make these brief remarlis as half the 
clergy named in the following entries were deprived, for 
loyalty and conformity or disaffection to the parliament, to 
which was superadded scandalous lives. 

It is believed that the register of the admissions may 
have some genealogical and historical value, which is the 
chief object of their publication. 
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Stephanus Newcomen, filius quintus Stephani Newcomen, Cler: 
in artibus% M'' et Ecclesire Sti Petri in Colcestria Rectoris, natus 
Colcestrire in parmcia Sti Petri, annum agens 13 admissus est Sep
tembris umo 1637 (inter liberos Scholre Colcestriensis discipulos 
nnmerandus) solvitq: pro ingressu 2' · 6d· 

Samuel Otway, filius natu max. Samuelis Otway Cler, in Artibus 
m'Lr et Eccllesie Sti J acobi in Colcestria Rectoris, natus Stratfordie 
in agro Suffolciensi an. agens 16, admissus est Octobris 9, 1637, 
solvitq: pro ingressu . 2'· 6d· 

Robertus Baldock, filius natu max. Sam Baldock Cler: S.S.Theol. 
Bacc.t et Ecclesie de Rtanway Rectoris, natus Stanwaye in Corn. 
Essexie, an. agens 13 admissus est Novembr 2, 1637 solvitq: pro 
ingressu . . . . . . . . 2'· 6d· 

Samuel Baldock, filius 2'1u• dt.i Samuelis Baldock. Stanwaye itidem 
natus an . agens 11 admissus est eodem die. solvitq: pro ingressu 2' · 6d· 

Milesius Baldock, filius 3'u• dti Sam Baldock Stanwaye natus, an 
agens 9, admissus est eodem die, solvitq: pro ingressu 2'· 6d. 

Thomas Warner, filius natu maximus Thomre Warner Cler. in 
Artibus Magistri et Ecclesire de Abberton in Corn. Essexire Rectoris§ 
natus Colcestrire in parmcia Omnium-S'torum an. agens 9 admissus est 
Aprilis 2do. 1638 solvitq. pro ingressu . . . . . 2'· 6d · 

* See footnote page 94 ante. 
t The date of the presentation of the Rev. Samuel Otway (Otteway and Atteway in 

N ewcourt) is not recorded. He was probably the immediate successor to the ltev. 
Samuel Crick, who was admitted 6th Mar., 1610-11. Mr. Otway died some time before 
6th Oct., 1642. 

t Samuel Baldock was at this date also Rector of Grinst~d juxta Colchester, which 
he resigned prior to 9th June, 1638, when he was Chaplain to the Earl of Dorchester. 
On 21st Oct., 1630, he was appointed to the Rectory of Stanway, being then a Master 
of Arts. As far as may be gathered from Newcourt, who seldom takes notice of intru
sions, presumably that they are not found in the Register of the Diocese, Mr. Baldock 
would seem to have held uninterrupted possession of his living till his death, the 
appointment of his successor, John Haynes, M.A., being recorded 28th May, 1668, 
per nzortem Baldock. Mr. Davids has, however shewn that the Rec:tory had been 
sequeste red from Samuel B&.ldock to the use of Philip Pinckney, and that the seques
tration was afterwards transferred to John Tf?estley, grandfather of J obn and Charles 
Wesley the founders of Methodism. This was Oct. 30th, 1645. Westley remained at 
Stanway until after 1650. At what date he left does not appear. According to 
W alker, John Okeley succeeded to the living in 1654. (Davids' Annals, &c.) He 
appears to have recovered Staoway at the R estoration, and to have died before 28th 
May, 1668, but this is uncertain inasmuch as Newcuurt disregards the intrusions. 

§ Thomas Warner had been previously Rector of All Saints, Colchester, which he 
resigned early in 1637-8. On 26th J an., 1634-5 he was appointed Hector of Abberton, 
a living in the gift of the Audley family, but was presented by Robert Aylet, LL.D., 
pro lzac v1ce. According to Newcuurt be would seem to have held this benefice till his 
death some time prior to 3rd Sept., 1646, but it was not fO . Mr. Davids in hi~ Annals 
of l:!.'vangelical Nonconformity in Essex, says "he was sequestered before February, 
1644, but fur what reason I have not been able to ascertain. One Mitchell became his 
successor, but the ap poil2tment proving to be informal, and Robert Potter having been 
legally presented, alter some considerable delay Mitchell was removed, and Warner 
having· died in the meanwhile, Potter obtained the Rectory and kept it till his deatb. 
before July, 1671." This sequestration escaped the researches of the Rev. John 
Walker, author of the ·• Sufferings of the Clergy." 
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Georgius FaulConer, filius natu max. Danielis Faulconer cler, in 
Artibus M'';;, et Ecclesie de Aldham in corn Essexie Rectoris, 
Aldhamie natus, an. agens 13, admissus est Aprilis 3, 1638, solvitq 
p. ingressu 2'· 6d· 

Thomas Faulconer, filius quartus, pdti, an. ag. 9, adwissus Jan. 9,1638. 

Daniel Faulconer, :illius 3ius pdti. an. agens 12mum admissus Aprilis
l m•, 1639. 

Stephanus Nettles, filius 2dus Stephani Nettles Oler. SS. Theol : Bacc.t 
et Ecclesie de Lexden in Oom Essexie Rectoris, Lexdenie natus, an 
agens 15tum (sic) admissus est Junii 6t' 1638 solvitq pro ingressu 2'· 6d. 

Marcus Nettles, filius 3'"' pdti. an agens 12, eodem die admissus. 

* H is name does not occur in Newcourt as Rector of Aldham. Depositions were
taken against him at Halsted, July 23, 1644, and his living was sequestrated by 
the Committee in 1645. 

The allegations (briefly stated) were that he had read the Book of Sports; had been 
a promoter of the late innovations, coming to the rails, standing up at the Gloria 
Patri; that he had denied the sacrament to three women except they would kneel at 
the rails; had preached that the King"s cause was innocent and that God would bless 
the innocent cause; that he hoped to see the Book of Common Prayer and the 
ceremonies again used in the Church. That "he bestows much of his tyme about 
worldly employments, as dressinge corne, pitching carts, and tha+. sometimes on 
Satterday at night, whereas it were better that he were in his Studdy." That, "he 
bath taken young apple trees in other men's gardens and set them in his orchard, 
and fished in other men's ponds with netts and set grains to catch hares, &c.," and 
that such like is his frequent employment." That "he is ungifted and unfitt" and 
gets scandalous ministers to preach for him, as Mr . Elmer, now sequestered, and one 
Richardson, a drunken minister, and Mr. Wright a sequestered man whom he kept in 
his house to secure from the Parliament officers. That "ir. visiting the sicke (he) 
only useth the Common Prayer, &c." It was further deposed that on three occasions 
be was seen intoxicated. There are some other charges of less importance. In Feb., 
1645, Mr. Falconer appealed against the decision of the County Committee to the 
Committee for Plundered Ministers, but the decision was confirmed. On the seques-· 
tration of the living by the Earl of Manchester, Gamaliel Carr had been appointed to 
the vacancy and on the 20th June, 1646, that appointment was confirmed. Mr. 
Falconer did not live long enough to regain possession of his bensfice, but died at 
Aldham and was buried there in 1653. (Gale's MSS. and Davids' Annals.) 

t His name does not appear in Newcourt as Rector of Lexden. He was Rector 
here, however, as stated, and ejected from his benefice. Walker says of him ( Suiferings 
of the Clergy), "This was the smart and very learned person who answered Mr. 
Selden's H istory of Tythes. He was dispossessed by force of arms, but the particulars 
of his ill-usage I cannot learn." 

He was born in Shropshire and admitted a Pensioner in Queen's Col! ., Cambridge, 
25th June, 1595, and made fellow of the same Oct. 11th, 1599. He took his degree in 
Arts and proceeded to B.D. In 1624 he was incorporated M.A. at Oxford. (Wood's 
Athence Oxon. and Cole's MSS.) 

He is charged in the depositions with being a frequenter of taverns and ale-houses, 
that he had given ill language and sworne by his faith, That he was an unprofitable 
preacher; did not stir up his parishioners to take the vow and covenant, nor take it 
himself, but gave it to boys wb<> came out of the streets to play. That he never gave 
notice of keeping the fast, and when the day came taught them but little to any 
purpose for edification ; that after the sermon he went home to dinner and invited 
others to dine with him; that he wholly neglected and slighted the vow and covenant, 
saying we might take it or let it alone, and bad often suffered bowling and football in 
his own yard on the fast day; that he had said that the Book of Common Prayer was 
an absolute rule to walk by. Several women testified to his gross immorality. 

Upon this Cole remarks" It is probable that all this trumpery against him proceeded 
from his contempt for the Covenant, yet it is a pity that a man of his learning should 
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Joannes Wall, filius natu maximus Joan. Wall Oler, SS. Theol. Bacc.;c 
et ecclie St' Leonardi in Oolcestria Rectoris, natus Oolcestrie in parmcia 
St' Leonardi (vulgo the Heeth) annum agens 11, admissus est Januarii 
7, 1638 deditq. pro ingressu 2'· 6d· 

Nicolas Wall filius 2d' dt' annum agens 9 eodem die admissus. 

Josephus Long filius unicus Josephi Long, Olerici in artibus M'',t 
et Olactonirn-magnrn in Oomitat., Essexirn Vicarii, natus in parmcia de 
Feeringe in eodem comitatu, an agens 10mum admissus est Aprilis 29 
1639, solvitq. pro ingressu . 2'· 6d• 

Humfredus Oole, filius secundus Roberti Oole Oler: in Artibus 
M'',:j: et Okely-magnrn in Corn Essexirn Rectoris, natus dtrn Okeley 
magnrn, annum· agens admissus est Augusti 3vo 1639 solvitq. p . 
ingressu 2' · 6d· 

be branded to posterity by his fanatical neigh hours, only for some levities, magnified 
no doubt according to the ill-will they bore him, not only for his conformity, but in 
having signalized himself in writing in favour of an argument which the Committee
men disrelished, and particularly for having dared to attack so famous a champion of 
the cause as Selden." (Cole's MSS.) According to Newcourt he was admitted Vicar of 
Little 'fey 24th Mar .. 1€16-17, which he resigned before 27th Jan., 1637-8. 

* There cannot be a doubt, from the Rbove entry, that John Wall was Rector of 
S. Leonard's though he is not placed in Newcourt. The entry will justify the insertion 
of his name immediately before that of William J enkyn, l\LA., 27th Jan., 1640-1, 
per resig. ult. Rect. 

t Joseph J,ong, according to Newcourt, was admitted 24th Nov., 1629, per mort. 
Sam. Baldock, who is, of course, not the same with the preceding Sam. Baldock. 
Walker says that Mr. Long was sequestered abeut the year 1644, "for a scandalous 
life and neglect of cure." Mr. Davids says that he was at Clacton in 1645 and was 
returned as Vicar, 1650. If sequestered, therefore, he must have been reinstated and 
have conformed again at the Restoration, dying in possession of his benefice before 14th 
July, 1663. He was also Vicar of Fingringboe to which he was admitted 9th May, 
1638. According to the depositions taken against him at Colchester. 1st April, 1644, 
the charges were not less gross than those made against others who were deprived. 
They were" that he has two livings and is now not resident (at Fingringhoe) ; is cruel 
in exacting his tithes ; an innovator; would not give the Sacrament but to those that 
come up to the rails; a common alehouse haunter, obscene iu his discourse, and a usual 
swearer by his faith." [See Cole's additions to Walker, chiefly from the annotations 
by Dr. Zachary Grey. Cole's MSS.J In spite of these allegations Mr . Long, having 
of course complied with all the Puritan injunctions, was restored to Great Clacton, but 
not to Fingringhoe. Of this, however, he regained possession at the Restoration and 
again conformed to the Liturgy. He died at Clacton 9th March, 1662, and there is 
an inscription to his memory on a flat stone in the chancel. This example seems a 
fair test of the general value and veracity of the depositions, some of which bear internal 
evidence of extravagant falsehood, as e.g. two witnesses deposed that Edward Shephard, 
Vicar of Great Maplestead catechising the youth before the Sacrament, taught that 
there were Seven Sacraments of which the 2nd was Churching of Women, the 4th 
Burial of the Dead, and the 5th ''the taking up of lands with a clover and a white rod 
stuck in it" (s ic) . It is manifestly incredible that a sane man could have uttered such 
nonsense. 

t Robert Cole admitted Rector of Great Okeley, 22nd March, 1627-8 and of Little 
Okeley, 3rd Nov., 1629, which he resigned before 16th 1\farch, 1641 -2. It may be 
gathered that he complied with the times and did not sttffer sequestration, being returned 
in the " Classes" for Essex as Rector in 1646-7, and was there in 1G50. The name of 
the son being H umfrey was at once suggestive that Robert Cole was probably a son of 
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J oannes Leigh, :filius natu max. Guilielmi Leigh Cler. in Artibus M", 
et ecclesire de Groton in agro Sufl:olciensi Rectoris, natus Grotonire, 
annum agens umum, admissus est Septemb' 14to 1639, solvitq. pro 
ingressu 2'· 6d · 

Ezekiel Harsnet, filius 3ius Adami Harsnett Cler. SS Theologire 
Baccalaurei;.: et Rectoris de Crannam in Comitatu Essexire, natus 
Crannamire, an agens 10mum, admissus est Decemb 10 1639, solvitq. 
pro ingressu . . . . . . . . . 2'· 6d. 

Tobias Steward, filius 3ius Rowlandi Steward, Cler. in artibust M", 
et Ecclesire de Alp1amstone in Corn Essexire Rectoris, natus Alpham
stonire, annum agens 14tum, admissus est J anuarii 16'• 1639, solvitq 
pro ingressu 2'· 6d. 

Humfrey Cole, formerly Vicar of TillinghaTU. Mr. Davids asserts that he was. 
Tillingham being in the Patronage of the Dean and Chapter of S. Paul's, N ewcourt 
could give no record of the incumbents prior to the Restoration. B umfrey Cole was, 
however, executor to the will of John Deba nke, Rector of Brad well juxta .J1are, in 
1602, and was bm ied in Tillingham Churth 27th March, 1624, aged .77, with the 
following punning epitaph:-

Hie jacet Humfredus Carbo Car bone notandus 
Non nigra, Creta sed meliore tu a. 

Claruit in Olero nulli Pietate secundus, 
Crelum Vi rapuit, Vi cape si ppteris. 

This inscription was extant in the last century, if not later, but after a careful examin
ation of the church in 1872, it was nowhere to be seen. 

* Adam Harsnett was admitted to the Rectory of Cranham 8th Sept., 1612, and 
died some time before 2nd Sept., 1639. Be was also Vicar of Button, to which he 
was admitted in 1609 on the resie;nation of the learned Samuel Harsnett, at that time 
Archdeacon of Essex, who bad previously been •Master of the Rnyal Grammar School, 
at Colchester, nod was afterwards successively Bishop of Chichester, Bishop of Norwich 
and Archbishop of York. His relationship to the Archbishop has not been ascertained; 
'(lerhaps cousin. Adam Harsnett in his will dated 30th Nov., 1638, and proved 16th 
Sept., 1639, mentions, "my brother Samuel Harsnett, Grocer, my brother William 
Harsnett, my daughters Anne and Abegail, my sons John Nathaniell and Ezekeill, nlso 
;Elizabeth Dawson my daughter, and Mary my wife." "His wife," says Col. Chester, 
was Mary, daughter of the Rev. Richard Rogers, of Wethersfield, and widow of the 
Rev. William Jenkyn, the elder, of Sudbury, and so mother of the more famous 
William Jenkyn." 

t Rowland Steward was admitted Rector of Alphamston hd Feb., 1613-14 on the 
presentation of King J ames I. 

All that Walker knew of Mr. Steward was the bare fact that he was ej ected for 
alleged scandal. 

The learned and industrious antiquary the Rev. Wm. Cole, F.S.A., Fellow of King's 
Coli., Cambridge, thus introduces his transcripts of the dep<>sitions against Mr. Steward, 
"By this first specimen the villany of those iniquitous inquisitors may be easily 
discerned, when even servants were encouraged to come and give evidence against their 
masters and to disclosA the private affairs of a family." 

The allegations against him were that he was a drunkard, swearer, gamester and 
"a common frequenter of papists and other lewd persons." That he bad played cat 
and trap with the boys of the parish on the Sunday and was a constant looker on them 
that played, teaching his children therein that day. That be bad neglected to pray for 
the army, blamed a parishioner for letting his son go as a volunteer, and when some of 
them were killed, said, "I told you what would come of it." "He was opposed to 
the Parliament, and had always been negligent in his function." He no doubt died 
before the Restoration. 
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Robertus Cotton, filius unicus Roberti Cotton Cler. in Artibus 
M,;,* et Ecclesim Foardarn_iensis in Com Essexim Rectoris, natus 
Fordamim, annu agens 1lm", admissus est Apr 3, 1640, solvitq p. 
ingressu 2'· 6d. 

Thomas Etheridge, filius natu max. J oannis Etheridge Cl er. SS. 
Theologim Baccalaurei, t et Ecclesim Halstediensis in Com Essexim. 
Vicarii, an agens 15'"m, admissus est Januarii 7, 1640, solvitq: pro 
ingressu . . . . . . . . . . 2' · 6't. 

J oannes Etheridge, filius 2dus pdti: an agens 13, eodem die admissus. 

Franciscus Wright, filius natu max. Francisci Wright Cler.t 
et Ecclim Withamiensis in Corn Essexim Vicarii, annil agens 12mum 
admissus etst Sept 610 1641 solvitq : pro ingressu 2' · 6d. 

Thomas Wright, filius 2d' pdti an agens gnum eodem die adrnissus. 

Thomas Woolhouse, filius natu max. Joannis Woolhouse Oler. in / 
Artibus M,;,§ et Vicarii de Mearsey in Corn Essexim, an agens 13mum, 
admis~us est Octob 19, 164J., solvitq pro ingressu 2'· 6d. 

Joannes Woolhouse, filius 2dus pdtian agens 11 mum, eodem die admissus. 

Thomas Dugard, filius 2dus Guilielmi Dugard Cler. in Artibus M'\ 
et Scholm liberm Colcestriemis Moderatoris, 11 natm Stanfordim [in 
parrncia S'' Georgii] in Comitatu Lincolniensi, annum agens 7mum, 
admissus est Januarii 10mo 1641, solvitq. pro ingressu 2'· 6d. 

* According to N ewcourt Robert Cotton was admitted Rector of Fordham 28th 
June, 1617, and died before 3rd July, 1633, seven years prior to the date of his son's 
admission to the School. 

t Thomas Etheridge was also Rector of Fairsted. The date of his admission to this 
benefice does not appear in N ewcourt, but the will of his immediate predecessor upon 
the record, Henry Robinson, is dated 31st Aug., 1625, and was proved 7th :Mar., 1625-6. 
This living :Mr. Etheridge resigned before 7th Dec., 1643. The date of his admission 
to Halstead is also wanting. John Matson (?) his last-mentioned predecessor, made his 
will 24th Feb,, 1620-l, and it was proved lOth l\far. , 1624-5. In the Register he is 
called not Matson, but John vVatson, D.D. Mr. Etheridge resigned Halstead before 
22J;~d Feb., 1641-2. 

t N ewcourt says that the date of his admission to this Vicarage is uncertain, but 
that he was there in 1637. The charges against him were drunkenness, immorality 
and neglect of his cure. He is indudt·d in that infamous book White's Century. 
Walker wishes he could say that he as little deserved a place there as l\fr. Washington, 
of Purleigh; but his reputation was bad. "I believe" he continues "that he outlived 
the usurpation and was repossessed of his living, to the dishonour of the church, in all 
probability, unless his afflictions had bettered him." l\fr. David's says, p. 518, that 
the order for his sequestration passed the House of Commons 6th April, 1643, and that 
he was ordered to be committed to the Fleet, there to remain during the pleasure of 
the House. 

§ Vicar of West l\fersea, but the date of his admission does not appear. Walker 
says, "He bath a place in the Century, and more de"ervedly, as far as I can find, than 
most of the rest who are there mentioned; which although it makes his sufferings the 
less to be regretted, it will not in any wise j usti£y those who usurped the power of 
inflicting them!' 

11 For a notice of William Dugard see introductot·y paper, page 91 ante. 
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Church Gervase, filius natu max. J oan Gervase S. S. Theologire 
Doctor:'' et Ecclesire de G1·instead intra fines Colcestrire Rectoris, natus 
Springfieldioo in Uom Essex, an agens Iomum, admissus est Maii 9 1642 
solvitq. pl'o ingressu 2'· 6d· 

* Dr. Gervase was Rector also of North Fambridge to which he was admitted as 
John Jarvies, M.A., 1st Feb., 1630-1, To Grinsted he was admitted as John Jarvis, 
LL.D., 9th June, 1638, on the resignation of Samuel Baldock previously mentioned. 
From both these benefices he was ejected. Depositions were taken against him 2nd 
April, 1644, in which he is styled John Jarvis, D.C.L. It was alleged that he had 
often said, that this Parliament are a set of factious fellows who aim at nothing but 
their own ends; that they sought nothing but blood, instancing Strafford and the 
Archbishop. It was further deposed, that he was a common swearer, of very idle 
conversation, a frequenter of ale-houses, and an associate of drunkards and profane 
persons. As if this were not enough, on the 21st of June further depositions were 
taken, when Edmund Withers, Simeon Wrench, John Rie, Henry Bones and William 
Rie, three of whom were unable to write their names, depose" That Dr. Jarvis, being 
a Doctor of Civil Law, is, as they who are his parishioners do verily believe, a very 
insufficient man for the ministry, not being able to deliver anything in his sermon 
more than he reads out of his booke, pointing with his finger for the most part to every 
line he reads, and the matter of his sermon is very weak and unprofitable, and for 
further discovery of his insufficiency we desire he may be tried by the Earl of Man
chester's chaplains, or some able ministers in these parts." (Cole's MSS.) Dr. Jarvis 
having appealed in the following May, was summoned to appear before the Committee 
for Plundered Ministers, by whom the sequestration of both livings was confirmed, 
Dr. Jarvis being allowed one-fifth of the income of Fambridge. (David's Annals.) 



HISTORY OF HATFIELD FOREST. 

HATFIELD Forest, an ancient royal demesne, was part of 
the great forest of Essex. The office of keeper or forester 
was considered one of great consequence by King Ed ward 
the Confessor. It was, according to Camden, granted to 
" Peper King, or Peverel as the N 01·mans call him." After 
the conquest it was given to Robert de Gm·non, and was 
held by his descendants the Montfitchets until the failure 
of the male line of that family. The office was then 
granted to Thomas de Clare, the second son Gf Richard 
de Clare, second Earl of Gloucester of that name ; from 
Thomas it descended to his son, Gilbert, and then to Gil
bert's son Richard, who dying without issue, his sister, 
Margaret, wife of Bartholomew de Badlesmere succeeded 
to the office. She had not any issue male, but her daughter, 
Matilda, who married John de V ere seventh Earl of 
Oxford, came, after her mother's death, into possession 
of all her property, in which was included this stewardship. 
It continued to be held by the de V eres until the extinction 
of the male line of that family, on the death of A ubrey, 
the twentieth Earl of Oxford, in the year 1702. This 
descent from Thomas de Clare to the de Veres, is clearly 
proved by the proceedings of a forest court held at Brent
wood by Henry Bourchier, Earl of Essex, in the reign of 
King Edward the Fourth; a roll containing the whole 
proceedings of which is preserved. 

At this court the title of John the thirteenth Earl of 
Oxford to the stewardship of the forest of Essex, was 
disputed by the Crown, he, however, made good his claim 
by proving the above named descent. He claimed to hold 
the stewardship of the forest as it had been held by his· 
ancestors, and by others before them, appointed by different 
kings, and according to the customs that had existed time 
out of mind. These customs were to have the right to 

Ll 
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appoint and remove at pleasure, a deputy, a head forester 
(who was allowed a horse), and three yeomen foresters; 
to have all waifs and strays; to receive all amerciaments 
and :fines levied at Swainmote and other forest courts ; to 
have a penny out of every shilling at sales of coppices or 
hedgewood. and, at sales of large timber, to be allowed the 
second best oak, and to have from the buyer and seller a 
bow and a cross bow, which were to be delivered to his 
deputy, also a penny out of every shilling, as before, which 
was to be delivered to his forester. These were all allowed 
by the jury who heard the cause before the Earl of Essex. 
After the death of the last Earl of Oxford, the stewardship 
was given to Sir Richard Child, afterwards Earl of Tylney. 
His son John, the second Earl, succeeded him and died 
without issue, and the office came to his sister, J,ady Emma, 
wife of Sir Robert Long, whose son, Sir James Tylney 
Long, succeeded on his mother's death. He married Lady 
Katherine Windsor, daughter of the fomth Earl of Ply
mouth, but had no issue male. His daughter and heiress 
married the honourable William W ellesley Pole, afterwards 
fourth Earl of Mornington; while her son by him, the 
:fifth Earl, died in 1863, and left the whole of his property 
to the Earl of Cowley. 

By the Epping Forest Enclosure Act the charge of the 
forest (a relic of the great forest of Essex) was vested in a 
ranger and verderers. The Duke of Connaught was ap
pointed the :first ranger of Epping Forest and may be 
considered to hold the ancient office of steward of the 
Forest of Essex. 

Who was the forester or wood ward at Hat:field forest 
under Peverel does not appear. But soon after Geoffrey 
the forester was keeper there. In the time of King Henry 
the First his lands were declared to be forfeited, and were 
granted by that King to his servant Eustace de Barenton, 
then woodward under Robert de Gernon. And in the 
descendants of Eustace the office of woodward of Hatfield 
forest remained, (with a very trifling intermission) till the 
time of Queen Elizabeth. 
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There are several curious grants and orders in the close 
and patent rolls of Kings John and Henry the Third to 
different members of the Barrington family; to Richard de 
Montefichet and Hugh de Neville, who was then judge of 
forest courts and justice in eyre. In 1213 the King 
informed Humphrey de Barenton that he had granted 
leave to the Bishop of Ely to add twenty acres of land to 
his park at Rettendon, and to enclose them, and therefore 
ordered Humphrey not to prevent such enclosure, when 
the Bishop had procured the possession of the land. In 
1221 the King informed Richard de Montfichet that he 
had given his trusty and well-beloved Hugh de N evill 
two oak trees, to make palings for his park at Hallingbury, 
and .twenty does to place in that park, and therefore 
ordered Richard to procure both the oaks and does from 
Hatfield park. In 1223 an order was addressed to John 
de Barenton and others, the regarders of the forest, stating 
that although the King had given orders, since the war 
between him and the Barons was concluded, that all assarts 
within the forest of Essex should be valued and all the 
crops growing upon them sold, yet that the said order was 
not to take effect on any property belonging to the Abbot 
of St. Edmunds Bury, in Harlow, which had been freely 
granted to him by former Kings of England. And in 
1224 a similar order was made ex.tending to the Abbot's 
land in Stapleford, as well as Harlow. In the same year 
Richard de Montfichet was directed to send from Hatfield 
Park, six oaks which the King had given to the Earl 
Warren, towards the repairs of his house at Roothing. In 
1226 Hugh de N eville was ordered to give to the Prior of 
Hatfield, seizin of the grove called W estheys, formerly 
belonging to Guido de Poncenera, and also to let the Earl 
Warren have ten dead oak trees from the forest of Hatfield 
for fuel for his house, being a gift from the King. And 
Richard de Montfichet was ordered to supply the Prior of 
Hatfield with fuel from the woods in Hatfield in the same 
manner he had been supplied in the time of Guido de 
Poncenera. Although the Barrington family continued to 
be the hereditary woodwards and keepers, they were never 
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the owners of the soil of Hatfield forest. That belonged 
to the lords of the manor. After the attainder of the Duke . 
of Buckingham in the 13th year of King Henry the 
eighth, both the manor and the forest continued in the 
possession of the crown (p. 67, vol. i., pt. ii. , second series), 
till King Edward the sixth bestowed both on Lord Rich and 
his heirs, reserving to the crown a rent of £13 6s. 8d. from 
the forest. By the second Lord Rich both the manor and 
the forest were sold ; the former to Sir Francis Barrington, 
the latter to Lord Morley. Hallingbury, the fine estate of 
the Morley family, bounded the forest on the west, as the 
Barrington's estate at Hatfield did on the east side, their 
seat, Barrington Hall, being close to the forest, as was also 
Morley House. Henry Parker, the twelfth Lord Morley, 
and fifth Lord Monteagle, grandson of the purchaser of 
Hatfield forest, was in the time of Charles the first, a staunch 
royalist. He was in embarrassed circumstances, and owed 
Sir John Barrington, the third Baronet (who was a 
supporter of the Parliament), a large sum of money; in 
discharge of part of which he had sold him property in 
H allingbury and Hatfield, and had also entered into a 
treaty to sell 1' im the forest, on which Sir John had a 
mortgage. Lord Morley was denounced by the Parliament 
as a malignant, and being a Roman Catholic, as a recusant 
also, and his property was sequestered. He petitioned 
Parliament to be allowed to sell his estates for payment of 
his debts, but before anything was arranged, an act was 
passed in 1649 as to sequestered property, and as to malig
nants, and Lord Morley was declared a malignant guil ty 
of high treason against the state in 1642, from which date 
the sequestration of his property was to be reckoned. As 
the mortgage to, and treaty with, Sir John Barrington was 
subsequent to 1642, Sir John presented a petition to Par
liament asking to have his securities excepted, giving as a 
reason, that as Lord Morley had at first, namely, in 1642, 
been declared a recusant only, and the delinquancy, for 
which he was to forfeit his estates, was not dated till 1649, 
acts performed by him relative to his propm-ty in the interim 
were legal. It does not appear that anything was settled 
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in Lord Morley's lifetime. He was reduced to great dis- · 
tress for money, as is shown by the following letter to· 
Lady Barrington :-

To the hon•ble my Mutch Estemed 
Cosin the Lady Barrington 

theise p-sent 
Madam, 

I shall take it for a grat Cartsie if you will pcure me Fifty pounds 
of Sir John Barington your Husband of w'h Sum I shall give you very 
good Securety, if the Barging Betwixt your Husband and mee, goes 
forward you shall pay your selfe, my occasions are so Extreame 
pressing that if you can affoard mee this favour I shall think my••Ir 
mutch engadged with your Ladyship and Rest 

Your Lady Shipes most Efectioned 
Seruant, 

MORLEY & :MONTEAGLE. 

This loan was refused, as appears by a copy of Lady 
Barrington's answer, written on the back of Lord Mont
eagle's letter in the hand writing of Sir John Barrington's 
steward, Mr. Rendall. It is as follows: --

I reed yo' LoPP' lre and have acquainted my husband w1h the Contents 
thereof, but in truth my Lord his occasion'3 are such att p-sent for 
moneyes that he cannot accommodate yo' LoP. The money Engagem1' 

w'h his father left him in, hath made him altogether unfitt to purchase, 
neither was he acquainted in y• least measure w1

h the pposition his 
Sev1 made to yo' Lor if it had beene accepted by my Lady yo' LoP• 
mother he must have taken off euery penny of y' money at Interest, 
but that not succeeding he hopes yo' Lor will Excuse his r efusal of 
further Engagemts, his suffering by those his Father left him in haueing 
made him resolve again~:~t all for the future." 

Lord Morley died in 1655 and his son succeeded to an 
almost barren title, and to almost endless litigation with 
sequestrators, mortgagees, and purchasers ; some of the 
latter taking their titles from his father, and some from 
the sequestrators. The lawsuits ended as to Hallingbury 
and the forest of Hat:field (according to M01·ant) in Sir 
Edward Turner, Speaker of the House of Commons, getting 
this estate from Thomas, Lord Morley, son of the above
named, and the last of the family. How it was Sir Edward 
got the property does not appear. His son, a second Sir 
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Edward, had one son Charles, and two daughters; they in 
the year, 1727 procured an Act of Parliament, to sell 
estates for the payment of debts. Soon after which 
Hallingbury and the forest were purchased by Jacob 
Houblon, Esq., to whose descendant John Archer Houblon, 
Esq., they now both belong. 

The rights of the woodward of the forest and those of 
the lord of the manor seem often to have interfered with 
each other, and caused many contentions In the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, a dispute arose between Lord Rich and Sir 
Thomas Barrington, which was, by an order from the Queen, 
put to arbitration. The arbitrators being the Lord Treasurer, 
Lord Burghleigh, the Earl of Sussex, the Master of the 
Rolls, and the Attorney General. They awarded that Sir 
Thomas Barrington should give up the woodwardship, and 
should receive 320 acres of wood in tb.e forest, with a right 
to cut down l6 acres annually. To carry this decision 
into effect a special Act of Parliament was passed in the 
twenty-seventh year of Elizabeth. 

The manor becoming the property of the Barrington 
family did not put an end to the disputes between them and 
the owners of the soil, and the forest rights continued in 
an unsatisfactory state. 

The forest was divided into copses of from 40 to 80 acres 
each, of these the Barringtons had five. After a copse was 
felled and cleared, it was fenced in for nine years to pre
serve the wood, at the end of which the poor of the 'parishes 
of Hatfield and Takeley were allowed to have the hedge, 
which was quickly destroyed and taken away, and the 
copse remained open for nine years before it was again 
felled. 

The Barringtons and their tenants of the ancient demesne 
had right of common over the forest for every sort of corn
moning cattle for all the year, and all waifs and strays were 
taken to their pound. The owner of the soil had no right 
of common except for deer, and his tenants had no common 
right of any kind. 

He had a right to dig for clay, sand and gravel, when
ever he pleased, but the lord of the manor mjght not turn 
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up a sod. These interfering and conflicting claims fre
quently caused disputes, and made ill will between owners 
and tenants. . 

After the death of Sir Fitzwilliam Barrington, all the 
family estates in Essex came into possession of the Messrs. 
Lowndes, and were divided by them and sold. 

The whole of their forest rights were offered for sale in 
one lot and were purchased by Mr. Archer Houblon, the 
owner of the soil of the forest. He, by this means, ex
tinguished the greatest part of the claims of right of 
common on the forest, and he has since obtained an Act of 
Parliament for enclosing the whole, which is now a magni
ficent park, adjoining his residence at Hallingbury. 



NOTES ON AN INSCRIBED ROMAN ALTAR 
FOUND AT COLCHESTER. 

By JoHN EnwARn PRICE, F.S.A., M.R.S.L. 

THE valuable series of :Roman Antiquities now preserved 
in the Museum at Colchester, has been recently enriched 
by the presentation of an inscribed altar, lately discovered in 
the town, in the course of excavations for drainage purposes. 
Its discovery calls for especial notice in the Journal of 
this Society, not alone for the local interest that it pos
sesses but for its general archreological value, its massive 
size, the inscription, sharp and legible, and the fact that 
it is the first memorial of the kind that has been preserved 
in a locality which centuries ago must have been singularly 
rich in Roman :=;culpture. 

The site of the discovery is Balkerne Lane, so. known 
from its connection with the Old Fort or Balkon, a strong
hold of Roman date, overlooking the Balkan hill, and 
adjoining the great high road, which, passing by the 
cemeteries led to Stanway, Chelmsford, and London. It 
lay some six feet from the surface in a diagonal position 
at the south-west corner of the ditch which surrounds the 
wall of the ancient city. The inscribed face was happily 
downwards, a fortunate circumstance, for to it may be 
ascribed the excellent preservation of the inscription 
which remains. In height it measures rather over four 
feet, is about two feet square, and has been cut from a 
solid block of firestone or ''green sand," a material which 
n·om its perishable nature was not as a rule selected by 
the Roman sculptor. Upon each of the four sides are 
traces of sunken panels with plain mouldings, but with 
the exception of the inscription, nothing appears to have 
been carved upon the stone ; no ornamentation in the form 



J.I'.Em slie,del . 

INSCRIBED ROMAN ALTAR 
FOUND AT COLCHESTER . 



NOTES ON AN I NSCRIBED ROMAN ALTAR 267 

of sacrificial objects or other insignia appears to have been 
present on the sides, but so perished is the surface that the 
absence of such familiar emblems may be readily accounted 
for. There is no sign of ornament on the top, which, as 
seen from the illustration, is worn and broken. It is con
sequently impossible to say whether there ever existed in 
the centre the usual hollowed cavity for the reception of 
the object sacrificed, ·a point which is essential, if we are to 
view the altar as one upon which victims were burned or 
libations poured. The inscription is in sharp well formed 
letters, and evidently of an early period. It is in five 
lines:-

MATRIBVS 

SVLEVIS 

SIM ILIS ATT IF 

Cl CANT 

V. L. S. 

and may be translated as a dedication to the Motlters the 
Sulevo; by SnnLis, the son of .Attus or Attius, a civis or 
citizen attached to the civitas Oantiorum, but the abbrevi
ated form of the latter word affords opportunities for 
speculation, inasmuch as it will apply either to the 
Cantabri of Spain, the Oantce of the north of Britain, or 
the Cantii of Kent. The concluding letters V. L.S. Votum 
lubens solvit records the willingness with which the 
dedicator has discharged his vow. This is but the second 
inscription as a dedication to the Sztlevce which has been 
found in Britain, and it identifies for the first time the 
precise position occupied by these divinities in the myth
ology of the ancients. 

On an altar found at Bath in the yeu.r 1754, and now 
preserved in the museum of that city, we have a dedication 
to the Sulevce. It has been ably described by the Rev. 
H . M. Scarth, M.A., in his "Aqure Solis," and the accom
panying woodcut has been copied from an engraving in 
that work. It gives with accuracy the form of the altar 
and the inscription which, apparently n·om capriciousness 
on the part of the stone cutter, varies in points of detai~ 

Ml 
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the last three lines being in much smaller letters and not 
so deeply cut as are those preceding. It reads-

SVLEVIS 

SVLINVS 

SCVL TOR 

BRV(C)ETI . F 

SACRVM. F, L. M 

which may be rendered as an offering to the Sulevw, by 
Sulinus the sculptor or stone cutter, and son of Brucetus. 
The letters F.L.M. feczt libens merito a formula (rare as has 
been remarked by the Rev. John Me Caul, LL.D.)recording 
how deservedly the altar was set up. In Mr. Scarth's 
description of the relic, he views the Sulevce as divinities 
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associated with svL or SVL MINERVA, the deities who 
presided over the mineral waters of Bath, and quotes an 
inscription on an altar at Nismes- * 

SVLIVlfE IDENNICfE MINERVfE VOTVM 

indicating that Minerva here possesses an appellative 
similar to that attached to the name at Aqum Solis, where 
under the title of svL or svL MlNERV.A. appear many illustra
tions of a widely spread worship of the goddess. He also 
writes of the Sulevce as " attendant nymphs " of Sui, and 
quotes the opinion of Mr. Roach Smith to the effect that 
they are sylphs the tutelary _divinities of rivers, fountains, 
hills, roads, villages, and other localities, against whom 
were especially directed in the fifth and subsequent 
centuries the anathemas of Christian councils, missionaries, 
and princes. A rough engraving of this altar appears in 
"Illustrations of the Roman Antiquities discoveredat Bath,' ' 
by the Rev. Richard Warner, in 1797, the author refers to 
the Sulevce as the " Dem C ampestres " or local rural deities 
of the country round Bath. It has also been engraved by 
Mr. Lysons in his beautiful work the "Reliquim Romanm.'' 

The Colchester inscription, however, invests these 
divinities with a yet higher dignity, the word MA.TRIBvs, 
absent on the Bath example, exalts the Sulevce to member
ship with that deified triad- the Mother Goddesses-the 
Dem Matres of antiquity, and contributes a new designation 
to those with which we are already familiar. Inscriptions 
have been noted in this country, Deabus Matribus, Matribus 
Domesticis, Matribus Alatervis, et Matr·ibus Oampestribus, 
&c., and now in addition we have Matribus Sulevis, a formula 
which appears to have been hitherto unknown. 

The worship of the Dece Matres, widely spread as we 
know it to have been in Roman times, appears to have 
been but little understood by early writers. Oamden 
speaking of an altar found at H,ibchester remarks, "In the 
yeere 1603, when I went a second time to see this place, I 
hapned upon the greatest and fairest altar that ever I 

• Inscriptionum Latinarum, &c., Orelli, No. 2081; A.quoo Solis, p. 52; and Journal 
Briit. Arch. Association, Vol. xvii., p. 16. 
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saw, dedicated to the Mother Goddesses by a captain of 
the Asturians with this inscription:-

DE IS MATRiBVS 

M INGENVI 

VS ASIATICVS 

DEC AL. AST 

SS • LL . M. 

Concerning these Deabus or Deis .Matribus, tlzat is 
Mother Goddesses, what they were I cannot finde out with 
all my searching for in the volume of inscriptions gathered 
through the world, save in another altar besides found 
among us, they are not mentioned as farre as I remember."* 

This frank avowal on the part of so able an authority 
is a striking indication of the position of antiquarian 
knowledge in the period at which Camden wrote; since 
his day, however, many inscriptions associated with the 
cult of the Deoo Matres have been found in Britain ; 
and a still larger number have been recorded on the 
continent, the foreign collections possessing, as might well 
be expected, a series of such memorials far exceeding 
in number and importance anything yet brought together 
in this country. At the same time but little was written 
concerning them until some five or six-and-thirty years 
ago. At that time, my father, the late E. B. Price, F.S.A., 
unearthed from a series of neglected relics in the City 
Stone Yard at W 01·ship Street, a massive piece of sculpture 
which had been found some eight years previously when 
excavating for sewerage in Hart Street, Crutched Friars. 
The sculpture represented three female figures seated, each 
bearing in her lap a basket, the contents of which were not 
at the time clearly understood, nor indeed the application 
of the fractured headless figures, until my :fTiend, Mr. 
Roach Smith, F .S.A., clearly showed in some remarks 
upon the fragment its identity with the Dece Matres of 
Pagan mythology, Mr. Smith subsequently communicated 
to the Journal of the British Archooological Association a 

" Holland's Camden, p. 751. 
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valuable paper on the mystic triad, and through the 
medium of his "Collectanea A.ntiqua,'' and "Illustrations 
of Roman London,'' has been the first among modern 
antiquaries to direct attention in this country to a subject 
of surpassing interest, and one of which we know but 
little from the authors of antiquity, information being only 
to be acquired from inscriptions and other monumental 
evidence. The late lVIr. Thomas Wright, F.S.A., also 
followed up the enquiry, and to his investigations archreology 
is indebted for information which has proved the survival 
throughout the Middle Ages of a reverence for the 
three goddesses " who presided over woods and fields, 
pre-arranged the fates of individuals, and dispensed the 
blessings of Providence to man."* 

This interesting piece of sculpture is now preserved in 
the Museum at Guildhall. Its massive character and 
the great depth at which it was found, associated with the 
deb1'is of Roman buildings, lead to the conclusion that it 
had not been brought to the site as building material, but 
that it belonged to a building or sacellum, one which was 
probably succeeded, in later days, by the Christian Church 
of St. Olave, Hart Street, in Tower Ward. In like 
manner the Colchester altar affords evidence of the worship 
of the triad at Camulodunum, for the condition of the 
inscription shows that it could not have been submitted to 
the exposure of wind and weather, but had formerly been 
under cover, and was found in the position it occupied 
when thrown down at the destruction of the building in 
which · it had been enshrined. Such altars were often 
placed in a porch or on steps fronting a temple, in the 
streets of · a town, or against the walls of private houses, 
and at times along the high road as limitary marks; but, in 
the present instance, the material selected is of itself a 
proof, that it required protection. It would soon have 
crumbled away if exposed to the action of the elements. 

Of dedications to the Sulevce, the most remarkable 
is perhaps that said to have been found in Rome, and 

* See papers by the late E. B. Price, F.S.A., Journal B. Arch. Association, Vol. I., 
p. 247. "On Certain M:ytbic Personages,'' by the late Thomas Wright, F.S.A. 
Journal B. A. A. Vol. II., p. 249. 
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belonging to the time of Antoninus Pius. It was built 
into the wall of a house in the Piazza Mattei and had been 
probably brought from a distance. A quaint engraving of 
it was published two centuries since, by Fabretti ;* and 
so strikingly does it apply to the subject before us that a 
fac-simile of the illustration is here given. The dedication 
is by a soldier of the 7th Legion, and he discharges his 
vow, Sulevis et Campestribus. Over the inscription is seen 
the preparations of approaching sacrifice, a hog-the idle 
swine of Ovid t - being apparently the animal selected; 
the victim is bound by a strap or band by which he is led 
by an attendant ; in the centre is the altar garlanded with 
the vitta or wreath, and loaded with the customary gifts. 
The central :figure is the centurion, as shown by the fascia 
or band hanging from the left shoulder and the vitis or 
vine twig in hand, the symbol of his office ; by his side 
an attendant at hand with pitcher or prcefericulum and 
knife or culter in readiness. Above appear the deified 
mothers, draped and aeated, as befits the position of 
majesty and command. In their laps they appear to have 
flowers and fruits of the earth, which they are offering 
with extended hands to the acceptance of mankind. The 
Sulevce, dignified by the Colchester inscription with the 
epithet of "Mothers," are here associated with the 

'¥ Vide Ralph Fabretti, De Aquis et Aqueductibus Veteris Romoo. Roma, 1780, 
page 106. 

"Tres emin sunt Matronce illre Vacallincbce apud Gruter, pag. xci., 3, totidem 
Mairce pag. xcii., 1, totidemque Sulevce et Campestres in sequenti lapide, jam pridem 
in impluvio privatre domus ad Plateam Mattbroiorum mul'O inserto sed, a me primum 
superioribus annis inter suas sordes et araneas animadverso et repurgato. Sed qui 
marmori lucem dedi, obscuritato vocis illins SVLBVIS (non quidem omnino corruptre 
latinitatis quia Ap Annii Bradua et T Vibii Bari consnlatus ad annum Urbis CMXII in 
Fastis reponitur) me lucem aliquam afferre posse diffido; et proinde, ad alia in boo 
marmore notatu digna, me convertam, Inter quce, occurrit Verres fronde lustrali 
prcecinctus ut Columna Traiani in prima Suovetaurili, hoc eadem ornatu, banc victimam 
ostendit, cui postea vitam, sive fasciam vocare libeat, ferti bnjusmodi succedaneam 
tribuit, promiscuum emni apud veteres fuisse, de eadem Columna scribens, probavi, 
modo coronre, modo vittce tarn in victimis, quam in sacrificantibus usum; provit hie 
quoque, Centurio, quem sua vitis, non minus, quam tiutlus inscriptionis indicat, vitta 
seu tascia a sinistro bumero pendente insignitur, Sed quod unice bauc inscriptionem 
nobilitat, est formula ilia LAETVS LIBENS, ex qua tandem Notarum studiosis intellecta 
est brec L . L. qure an tea libens libens, vellibentissime interpretabatur et, quod magis 
miror, etram post visam epigraphen apud Gruter pag. MLXXIV. 4, ubi LAET. LIB. 

paullo mimis quam in hac no~tra extensus ad veram notarum illarum L L intelligentiam 
manuducere videbatur." 

t Fasti Lib. iv. 
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Campestres, the :former having under their especial protection 
under the varying designations o:f Sulevr.e, SuleviaJ, Suljce, 
or Suleviabus Silvanibus of woods and :forests ; the latter, 
the Campestres, guardians o:f the fields and open country. 
As priestesses, the Sulevrn appear in succession to the 
more conspicuous divinity, Silvanus, who :from the earliest 
times was believed to preside over plantations, woods, 
and :forests, and who, according to Hyginus, was to erect 
lapidary memorials at boundaries. To each estate were 
three Silvani - Silvanus domesticus the Szlvanus Agrestis 
appertaining to the shepherds, and the Sitvanus Orientalis, 
the member o:f the triad who exercised a presiding care 
l.'>ver the actual limits o:f the estate. 

"Silvane, cupressum, Diique Deooque 
omnes, studium qui bus arva tueri, "''~-

says Virgil, in writing o:f the gods and goddesses whose 
province it is to guard the fields. 

At Binchester, in the north o:f England, the Vinovium 
o:f the Antonine Itinerary, several altars dedicated to the 
Dece Matres have been :found. Dr. Bruce, howev'er, remarks, 
that but :few o:f them are now in existence ; he records an 
inscription, which :from its decayed condition may have 
been inaccurately read ; it is an offering to SVLP vrc, and 
these words have been rendered as Sulpitio Victori, but 
inasmuch as there does not appear in the Pagan mythology 
a deity bearing the name o:f Sulpitius, Dr. Brucet suggests 
that the true dedication may be SVLEvrs, in which case we 
should have a third example o:f an offering to these rural 
deities. He quotes also an inscription from the same 
locality, a dedication by one Gemellus, to the Mothers 
only, Matribus, with no distinct association. 

Allied to the Mother Goddesses were spirits o:f evil, to 
which a passing reference may be made, pacificatory 
dedications have been noted to the ,Lamit:E or Vampires, 
described as malignant spirits o:f the :female sex, who 
wandered about at night in the guise o:f old hags, sucking 
the blood and devouring the :flesh o:f human beings, m,ore 

* Georgics, 1, 21. 
t . Lapidarium Septentrionale, page 378. 
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especially of young children. That the Lamice were 
invoked, is shown by a solitary inscription in Britain, viz., 
LAMIIS TRIBUS, which occurs upon a Roman altar found 
at the Roman station, CoNDERCUM. So also the Parcrn or 
Fates, the weird sisters of Rollinshed, the goddesses of 
destiny, who recognised by our Shake&peare as a triad, are 
dignified as Matres in the superstitions of old Rome. Two 
inscriptions at least are known to us, JJfatribus Parcis from 
the north of England, one from Skimburness, -ll' the other 
from Carlisle. 

In an interesting resume of Roman Inscriptions 
discovered in this country during the year 1880, 
Mr. W. Thompson W atkin, records a dedication to the 
M atres Domesticce. The altar was found at York while 
excavating in the neighbourhood of Micklegate Bar, and 
is here referred to as being the first so dedicated which 
has been recorded from that locality. The inscription 
runs:-

C IVLIVS 

CRESCENS 

MATRI 

BVS DO 

MESTICIS 

VS. ML 

Oaius Julius Orescens Matribus Domesticus Votum Solvit 
11ferito Libens. 

In referring to the " Domestic Mothers," we have 
remarked upon the Spirits of Evil, the Larnice, who were 
especially vindictive in their relations to young children, 
and are reminded, in the protective care ascribed to the 
former, of a superstition which still lingers among the 
population of Sicily, and which belonging, as it does, to the 
Folk Lore of our time, is deseTVing of recOTd. My friend, 
Mr. H. C. Coote, F.S.A,, informs me that a custom 
prevails among the lower classes of society of invoking at 
night, when the children go to rest, the watchful care of 

* Gentleman's Magazine, 1866, Vol ii., p. 470. Bruce's Lapidarium Septentrionale, 
p. 453. Rich's Companion to the Latin Dictionary and Greek Lexicon. 
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the unseen Mothers, who are still presumed to ensure the 
safety of the babies of the house. 

_1\.lthongh presumed to occupy a subordinate rank to 
the more conspicuous divinities, the Dece Matres are 
occasionally associated with them, for example, Jupiter 
Optima Maxima, the " best and greatest," was chief among 
the gods of Rome. Upon an altar found at York, we find 
him associated with the domestic goddesses, r.o.M. ms 
DEABVS QVE HOSPITALIBVS, &c. The same connection 
appears with Mars, a deity in popularity second to Jupiter 
alone, upon an altar in Scotland, we note Marti Jl:finervce 
Oampestri, to" JI;Jars, to Minerva, to the deities of tlzejields." 
Again, at Aldborough, the ancient Isurium, Mr. H. Ecroycl 
Smith has recorded an inscription roM Er MATRIBVS. Jovi 
Optima Maxima et Matribus, &c., &c .. 

This amalgamation is due to the circumstance that it 
was a belief with the Teutonic race that every locality was 
under the protection of the "Mother Goddesses;" and the 
reverence for them which existed among the legionaries 
who were imported to this country, was due to the 
auxiliaries who bore with them traditions nurtured in 
Belgic Gaul, Germany, and the vicinity of the Rhine, we 
can accordingly readily understand the connection which 
would of necessity arise. It is not so much to classic 
Italy that we have to look for the origin of the worship of 
the Dece Matres as it is to the provinces of the north of 
Europe, whence it became engrafted upon the Pagan 
mythology of Rome, by soldiers of all nations who were 
called upon to swell the ranks of the Imperial legions. 

The worship rapidly gained ground, and we find from 
lapidary evidence that it enjoyed a popularity extending 
through the length and breadth of the land. Excavations 
at York, Lincoln, Winchester, and elsewhere, have furnished 
examples~ and in the altar before us, we note its existence at 
Colchester, and the corroborative testimony which it afiords 
to the writings of Cresar and Tacitus when speaking of the 
German faith in the predictions of "inspired women," and 
of those who foretold the destruction of Camulodunum * 

* Tacitus Annals, Lib. xiv. 
Nl 
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Allied to the Dem Matres was the cult of the Matronce ). 
originally considered the one and the same. Mr. W. M. 
Wylie, F.S.A., has recently shown in a learned paper"·' on 
the subject that they were somewhat distinct, the former he 
considers to have been derived from classical sources, 
certainly Grecian, perhaps Oriental. The chief difference, 
he remarks, appears to have been the belief that the Matres 
were a higher and more powerful class of divinities, 
perchance more difficult to be propitiated.t Mr. Wylie 
well illustrates the distinction by a reference to an in
scription preserved at Fontaines, Canton de N euville sur 
Saone in France, and which has been recorded by Spon.:j: 

PRO SALVTE DOM 

N IMP L SEPf SEVERI 

AVG TOTIVSQVE DOMVS 

EIVS AVFANIS MA 

TRO NIS ET MATRIBVS 

PANNO NIORV M ET 

DELMATARVM 

Tl, CL. POMPEIANVS 

TRIB. MIL. LEG. I. MIN 

LOCO EXCVL TO CVM 

DI SCVBITIONE ET TABVLA 

v. s. 
Mr. Wylie observes "that this inscription is so precise 

in all its terms, that it leaves no room to doubt that the 
military tribune, Pompeianus, in thus discharging his 
vows to the Matronw of Of en and the Mat1·es of the Pan
nonians and Dalmatians, was under the full impression that 
the two classes of divinities were distinct and inclepend · 
ent." What this distinction was may not at present be 
altogether clear ; I would, however, suggest that the 

" Arcbreologia, Vol. 46. 
t In the Inscriptiones Gall. Cis. No. 6594, is a dedication-

MAT RON IS 
INDVLGE NTIBVS 

:j: Bpon Miscellanea Eruditre Antiquitates, p. 106. 
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difference may have had some foundation in the various 
forms of law and custom appertaining to Roman marriages. 
Learned disquisitions have in ancient times been written on 
the difference in status which existed between the term 
Materfamilias and that of J1fatrona. It has been shown 
that in the position occupied by the wife in a Roman 
family, the former term involved a special designation, the 
latter one more general. " Every Materfamilias," writes 
Becker, "was a Matrona, but not vice versa."* 

We have now to consider the second portion of the in
scription, viz: who was Similis, the son of Attius, who 
registered a vow to the divine triad, and for all time has 
chronicled its faithful discharge on this massive block of 
stone? He declares himself a cim's, or as belonging to a 
civitas, but is provokingly inexplicit as to the locality, for 
various readings are applicable to the abbreviated word. 
CANT., as we have seen, may refer to the Oantz'i of Kent, 
the Oanice of the north of Britain, or the Octntabri of 
Spain; the first is probably the locality intended, and if 
so, we have a most interesting reference, one at present 
unique, to the city of Canterbury in a Roman inscription. 
This application, too, is strengthened by the stone selected 
being of a kind common to Kent, but quite unknown in 
the vicinity of Colchester. The oolites have usually pro
vided materials for the Roman sculptor, and the sepulchral 
memorials found are usually or that hard and durable kind 
of stone. The figure of the sphinx, preserved in the 
Museum, and that of the centurion in Mr. Joslin's col
lection, are of oolite, and the material must have been 
brought from a considerable distance. So, too, must have 
been this monolith of "fire-stone," a stone far inferior to 
the oolites for the purpose for which it was intended, but 
selected, probably, for some especial reason, and that, the 
connection of the dedicator with a locality whence the 
stone could be readily obtained. Though not often met 
with, this hardened stratum from the beds of the " green 
sand" series was sometimes utilised by the Ancients for 

1 GALLUB: translated by Becker, Metcalfe's Edition. 
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architectural purposes. The Romans never wasted ma
terials that were accessible, and though unsuited to sculp-

. ture, it was occasionally selected, more especially in 
second-rate work. I have recently noted its presence in 
the foundq,tions of late Roman masonry now in course of 
excavation in Leadenhall street, and in the bastion of 
London Wall, discovered some few years since in Camomile 
street, Bishopsgate, many of the sculptures found, and 
which were portions of sepulcill:al memorials, were of this 
description of stone; they were associated with others of 
oolite, suggestive of that admixture of material familiar to 
those who have studied the gigantic sepulchres which line 
the A ppian way at Rome. 

In writing with reference to this inscription the learned 
Dr. Hiibner remarks, "Similz's was a Oivis Oantius, that 
is, he belonged to the Oivitas Oantiorum, comprising the 
different oppida of the Cantii, viz: Durovernum, Durobrivre, 
Regulbium, Rutupire, Lemanis, Dubris, &c., but there is a 
probability that the name, Oivitas Oantzorum, was given 
early to Canterbury, as was Durocortorum, in Gaul, which 
became Oivitas R emorum (Rheims). Divodurum, Oivitas 
Mettorum, the modern Metz; Mr. H. C. Coote, al;;;o favours 
Canterbury ; he suggests that Similis was a citizen of the 
Roman city of Canterbury, or Durovernum, just as Oivitas 
Parisiorurn would represent Paris as much as the old name, 
Lutetia. Mr. Roach Smith also selects Kent, but in one 
of his recent letters on the subject, observes that, "the 
Civitates were not confined to any one town, and that 
Civitas Cant. does not necessarily refer to Canterbury;" 
he also refers me to an article publishf\d in his Collectanea 
Antiqua, * which I am induced to quote, bearing as it does, 
upon the change of name with regard to Roman towns, in 
order that the true application of this interesting inscription 
may be fully discussed from all points of view. 

Writing of the early names of some of the French towns 
before they became Roman cities, he says: "It is remark
able that they retain no traces of Roman appellation; but, 

" Vol. iii ., p. 129, 
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on the contrary, the modern names are wholly derived 
from the earlier Gaulish form, or rather from the tribes 
themselves, the word city being understood; thus Vieux 
appears to have been called by the Romans, Arargenus, 
or Arargenua ; but the Viducasses have influenced the 
existing name and not the Romans. J ublains seems to be 
the N udionnum (possibly N oviodunum) of the Peutingerian 
tables; its origin is from the Diabtintes. Evreux, the 
Mediolanum of the Romans, is derived from the Eburovz"ces, 
Bayeux, Augustodurum, from the Baiocasses. Paris is also 
one of the other instances. It was the Roman Lutetia ; 
the Oivz"tas Parisiorum. In all the cases cited the names 
given by the Romans to the cities founded on the early 
Gaulish settlements have become completely extinguished, 
while the Gaulish influence has survived. In our own 
country we have an example of the preservation of the 
earlier British element in the word Canterbury. It was 
called by the Romans, Durovernum, but the British Oantii, 
and the Saxon burg, are the etymons of the present name 
of the capital of the Cantii.''* 

It may be, however, that Canterbury as the capital is to 
·be identified with Civitas Oantiorum at a period earlier than 
has been hitherto supposed, and that evidence of this is to 
be found in the inscription before us. · Ptolemy wmte 
early in the second century, and refers to the three towns of 
the Cantii, Rutupirn, Londinium and Durovernum. The last 
identified with Canterbury, which became under the Saxon 
regime, Cantwara byrig, "the city of the men of Cantium,'' 
as does Carisbrooke, in the Isle of Wight, represent Wiht
wara byrig, " the city of the men of Wight ;" but in the 
interval it is perfectly possible for Canterbury to have 
been known by the designation under which it appears in 
the Itinerary compiled by the geographer of Ravenna, a 
composition attributed to the middle of the seventh cen
tury. Among the lists of towns recorded by this writer, 
appears Durovernum Oantiacorum, in connection with 
Dubris and Rutupis, but in the Itinerary of Antoninus, of 

* Vol. iii., p. 130. 
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the fourth century, Durovernum alone appears. In the 
questionable record of Richard of Cirencester we note the 
two following references as applied to Canterbury, the 
first on the Iter starting from Richborough to Se
gontium, or Caer Segont, in Wales- Cantiopoli qum et 
Duroverno- and the second on the route from London 
through Clausentum (Bittern) again to London, where 
Cantiopoli is placed between Regulbium and Durolevum. 

Mr. W. Thompson Watkin, however, whose knowledge 
of Roman inscriptions is very great, prefers to look upon 
our citizen as a Cantabrian rather than a Cantian, and re
minds me of the in.scrjption in Orelli, which commemorates 
an individual belonging to the warlike nation of the Can
tabri, who were settled on the north coast of Spain. This 
inscription is interesting from its association with Colchester, 
and the internal evidence which it produces of a troop of 
auxiliaries, viz: Cohors ii Asturum having served with 
the legions stationed at Camulodunum. The Cantabri 
dwelt west in the Asturias ; they communicated their name 
to the Bay of Biscay, Oceanus Cantabricus, and were suc
ceeded in occupation by the Astures in the western part of 
that province, to which they left their name. Their re
sistance to the Roman arms called for mention by the 
classic authors, for example, Horace, Carm. ii. vi. 2. : 

"Septimi, Gades auditure mecum, et 
Cantabrum indoctrum juga ferre nostra." 

The inscription referred to is thus given in the well
known collection by Orelli : 

GN. MuNATrus M. F. PaL. AunELrus B.Assus PRoc. Aua. 
PRlEF. FABR. PR2EF. CoR. iii. SaGITTARIORUM PRl.EF. Cou. 
lTERUM ii. AsTm~uM C.ENSITOR CrvruM RoMANORUM CoLONI<E 
VrcTRICENsrs QUill EST IN BRITT.ANNIA CAMALODUNI CuRATOR 
Vl<E NOMENTAN<E PATR EIVSDEM MUNICIPI FLAMEN PERPETUUS 
DuuMvrRA.LI PoTESTATE JEmvrs DICTATOR iiii. 

It is not at all improbable that a troop of Astures, being 
stationed at Colchester, a native of Cantabria may well 
have been among them, but it must be also noted that the 
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dedicator does not appear to be connected with military 
matters. The majority of such offerings are usually n·om 
Legates, Consuls, Centurions, Pnefects, or Tribunes, or 
other officers belonging to the legions, but in the present 
case it would seem that the dedication was by a civilian, 
an ordinary citizen " civis Romanus," a member of one of 
the municipalities which flourished in Roman Britain. 
The name of .A.ttius, the father, is interesting; it is not 
uncommon among Roman nomina. It is a genuine old 
Latin name, and identifies an early colonist. It occurs in 
inscriptions, and is familiar as a potter's name on the 
ware termed Samian. It appears as the cognomen in the 
memorial set up by Caius Flavius Attius, heir to Julius 
Valius of the twentieth legion, and discovered many years 
ago in Church street, Whitechapel,'l' a locality well known 
in connection with the cemeteries of Roman London. 
This interesting relic, long since lost sight of, bore the fol
lowing inscription: 

D. M. 

IVL VALIVS 

MIL. LEG XX. V. V. 

AN. XL. H.S.E. 

CA. FLA VIO 

ATTIO. HER 

Diis Manibus, Juliu'l Valit~s legionis vices ~mce Valeriance 
vict·ricio annorum quad1·aginta hie situs est Oa Flavio Attio hm·ede. 

SrMILIS also is by no means rare. Mr. Watkin tells me 
that it appears in two at least of the inscriptions discovered 
in Northumberland along the line of the Roman wall. 
One of these examples, where the name appears as a cog
nomen, discovered at Cilurnum (Oh esters), has been figured 
by Dr. Bruce in the Lapidarium Septentrionale, p. 73. 
Two instances also may be quoted from the collection of 

* Gentleman's Magazine, Vol. 54, pp. 485, 672. 
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inscriptions recorded by Muratori, and in which, probably, 
there are many more. 

D. M. 

MEMORIAE 

C IVLI HELl 

C IVLIVS SIMILIS 

PATRONO BM F 

ET OSTORIA EVTYCHIA 

CON IVNX 

D·iis Manibus memorire Oaii Julii Helii Oaius Jt~lius Similis 
Patrono Bene Merenti Fecit, et Ost01·ia Eutychia Oonjunx. 

Viz. : To the Gods : the shades : to the menw1·y of Oaius Jutius 
Helios. Oaius .Tulius Similis to his well-dese1·ving pat1·on has 
made this, anr) Ost01·ia Eutyc.hia, h1:s wife. 

The second: 
D M. 

M APPAEDI FELICIS 

QVI VIXIT ANNIS 

Ill MENSIBVS 1111 

DIE IL IVLIA SIMILIS 

ET EVTYCHVS PARENTES 

Diis Manibus Marci Appredii Felicis qui vixit Annis iii. Mensibus 
iiii. Diebus ii. Julia Similis et Etdychus Pa1·entes. 

To the divine shades of Ma1·cus Appredius Felix, who lived 3 
years, 4 months, and 2 days, Julia Similis and Eutychus, his 
parents, have made this. 

It may seem hazardous to offer a conjecture as to what 
period of the Roman occupation thi.s memorial , belongs,
future discoveries may afford us further evidence. The 
sharp, well-defined Roman lettering points to an early 
period, as does the circumstance that coins found in the 
vicinity have usually been those of the Higher Empire, 
but in a locality so purely classical, one associated with 
imperial rule from the colonisation by Claudius to the with
drawal of the legions, it would be difficult to assign a 
memorial of this description to any special date, for 
upwards of four centuries was Colchester associated with 
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Roman rule, and, when this even was withdrawn, we can 
well understand the infl.uence which would survive after 
so long a period of occupation. Such memorials therefore, 
can hardly (any more than what is often styled Roman 
masonry) be attributed to any particular time. The altar 
may belong to the second, or to any portion of the third 
century, or even later. That it is a Pagan dedication 
helps us but little, for we know that, in spite of the ad
vance of Christianity, which as a State i·eligion had become 
firmly established by Constantine in the year A.D. 324, the 
old superstitions continued to retain a considerable in
fl.uence on the population. Streams and fountains were 
worshipped as of yore. As late as the days of St. 
Augustine, A.D. 597, there remained the reverential adora
tion for trees and stones, indeed we may say such has never 
been thoroughly eradicated. As a standing reminder of a 

·form of worship destined to destruction, we may well un
derstand the altar being condemned and cast down by 
religious enthusiasts in the early days of the Christian 
faith, but there is one feature in the inscription which 
affords good reason for the presumption that it belongs to 
the period I have indicated, the elongated I, the ligulate 
lettering and general style agree with the presence of the 
single names. In inscriptions of an earlier period the tria 
nomina prevail. Such afforded an indication that the 
owner had the distinction of the civitas and the enjoyment 
of civil rights, but in the reign of Caracalla, A.D. 197-217, 
that emperor conferred the hitherto sought-for privilege 
on the empire at large, consequently there ceased to be 
that desire for recording the entire name as before. To 
whatever period however we nssign the altar, its discovery 
will be welcomed and appreciated by antiquaries at large. 
Its unique, brief, but terse inscription will afford oppor- . 
tunity for study and discussion, and the townspeople of 
Colchester may well be congratulated on so valuable an ad
clition to the important series of antiquities already 
preseTvecl in their Museum. 

01 



.NOTES ON AN ANCIENT CEMETERY AT 
SAFFRON WALDEN. 

By H. EcROYD SMITH. 

AMONG the results of modern archmological research in this 
country, the identifications of many early intrenchments as 
those of ancient British Oppida, may be accounted as the 
most interesting and valuable. We are met to-day within 
such a rampart. It presents the usual features, viz: a 
running stream as basis, with gently rising ground., 
enclosed by an outer ditch and an inner d7Jlce or 
earthen embankment, crowned by high wattle-work or 
other variety of palisading, the existence of which in this 
instance is confirmed by one of the local appellations, 
"Paille (often corrupted into 'Peddle') Ditches." The 
Oppidum or town, was in the form of a parallelogram of 
rather more than two squares; and nearly rectangular, 
running east and west: it contained a space of about 30 
acres. It is to the north-west angle of this enclosure that 
I have now to direct yom attention. Here, in 1830, 
whilst a piece of ground which from time immemorial had 
lain waste, was being laid out by the late Mr. Wyatt 
George Gibson, human skeletons, to the number of 50 or 
60, were dug up within a few yards of the western bank. 
They were found lying in double row, the feet to the 
east, and only 20 inches below the surface. The trench, 
excavated in the solid chalk, was 120 feet long. About 
10 holes, sunk for planting trees, and in different parts of 
the field, were also found to contain human bones, and in 
one place, near the south end of the trench, the remains of 
a man and horse embedded in the chalk were disclosed, 
together with skeletons of women and bones of children. 
Many of the skulls are said to have been of remarkable 
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size, and upon one, an injury inflicted by some heavy 
weapon was distinguishable. The teeth in general seemed 
perfect and in a sound condition. Among the few artificial 
objects then found, was a small Roman-British vase in 
Samian ware, now deposited in the museum. No further 
operations occurred here till early in the year 1876, when 
Mr. George Stacey Gibson, laudably desirous of ascertaining 
the extent, real character, and age of the cemetery, com
menced excavations in the pasture. The earliest sinkings 
to the solid chalk only resulted in the out-turn of remains 
of domestic animals analogous to our own, together with 
fragments of earthenware and two spindle-whorls of baked 
clay. After the lapse of several weeks' delving, a skeleton 
was discovered, the first of about 150, comprising both 
sexes and many children, whose tender bones were fast 
crumbling away. Generally the osseous remains of the 
adults were in a fair state of preservation, the teeth, as 
before, being sound and complete in number. Owing to 
the altered surface-level and former undulation of the 
ground the interment-depths varied considerably, but it 
was evident that the usual practice had been to remove the 
upper soil to a depth of two to three feet, and then to 
excavate the solid preserving chalk another foot for the 
reception of the body, which was usually placed on its 
back, at full length, with the head inclined to the westward. 
These interments were chiefly confined to an area of about 
100 feet north and south, by 80 feet east and west, but 
distributed very diversely. They had evidently been 
made with care, but exceptions occurred. One large and 
rectangular pit or cist held the remains of six bodies, 
hastily or carelessly deposited, and smaller receptacles held 
skeletons in similar condition. The anatomical character 
of these remains show little divergence from that of 
existent races. Very few of the men were judged to have 
exceeded 6 feet in height, the average being 5 feet 6 inches to 
5 feet 9 inches. The contour of the skulls varied exceedingly. 
No remains of any kind of coffin were observed, but it is 
probable that members of the upper class, priestly or 
secular, were buried in cloth, traces of which appeared 
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impressed both upon pottery and qxydised bronze ornaments. 
Excavations were resumed in the autumn of 1878, when 
several of the trenches existing to the southward of the 
field were traced for some distance, and the main one found 
to join the western side of the "Paille Ditches " at a right 
angle, but no further discovery of human interments 
occurred. 

Another feature, however, which materially enhanced 
the interest attaching to the earlier explorations, was the 
presence beneath the graves of a number of circular pits, 
some of which had interfered with the general level of the 
interments, a few of the skeletons being found to lie upon 
the verge of one or other of the pits, which are all 
excavated, and not uncouthly, in the "clunch," or solid 
chalk. In some cases small circular hollows were found 
where cooking had apparently been practised by hot-pebble 
boiling; but the complete absence of hearth-stones, 
together with the very slight traces of fire upon the bones 
and other animal refuse scattered about, forbid the idea of 
these pits having been used as human habitations. In the 
midst of one important group, a well-cut cylindrical shaft, 
2! feet diameter, evidently constituted the means of 
communication, not between human cl wellings but sub
terranean chalk-quarries, such as have been discovered, 
and, like these, of early date, in several parts of the country. 
Of the human products, the Fictilia claim the foremost 
notice, not merely from their variety and general character, 
but for the lengthened historic periods which their 
manipulation has covered. Here we find the light-coloured 
and half-baked ware of our ancient British ancestry, as well 
as the better produce, though still coarse and stick
ornamented, of that later period which impinged upon the 
era of the Roman invasion. The wares of Romanised 
Britain are represented by examples of Samian, Durobrivian, 
and the so-called Upchurch ware, but which we know to 
have been also produced in other parts of the province. 

Vve next find a mass amounting to several bushels of 
Keramic produce, Roman indeed in contour till:ough use 
of the lathe and wheel, but being made of poor or badly-
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tempered clays, so brittle as to cast discredit upon any 
Roman-British potter. The ornamentation is likewise 
degenerate in character, being rudely imitative of H.oman 
patterns. Evidently the out-come of a disturbed and 
transition period, it may be safest to use the term Anglo
Saxon to Anglo-N orman for this exceptional class of 
pottery. Time does not allow for details of the miscellaneous 
objects in iron, bronze, pewter, &c., but I may mention an 
interesting necklet found at the breast of a female skeleton, 
which includes three pendant ornaments in bronze, with 
beads in silver, crystal, carnelian, and glass. The bronze 
pendants are of Scandinavian origin ; the two larger ones 
constitute a pair, being of similar design, one which I 
believe to be unique. 



ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AT SAFFRON 
WALDEN, 21sT OF JULY, 1880. 

G. ALAN LowNDES, EsQ., PRESIDENT, IN THE CHAIR. 

The meeting was held at half-past ten in the Council 
Chamber at the Town Hall, the use of which had been 
kindly granted by the Mayor and Corporation, and was 
numerously attended. The President having opened the 
proceedings, desired that the Annual Report and 
Treasurer's Financial Statement should be read by the 
Secretary. 

The report was read as follows:-
The Council believe that on the present occasion they may once 

more confidently congratulate the meeting on the prosperous state of 
the Society; and although they cannot have the pleasure of announc
ing a large accession of members, believe that the ordinary casualties 
of the past year have been supplied by the election of new associates, 
and can only express a hope that the present may be· signalised by a 
considerable accession of strength; and, with this object, trust that 
members will endeavour to enlist their friends, and thus substantially 
promote the work in which the Society has been for 28 years success
:f'ully engaged, with comparatively limited resources, but which might 
be much advanced by an increase o:f' members. 

The Treasurer's :financial statement requires, perhaps, a :f'ew expla
natory remarks. 'rhe account :!'or the previous year presented an 
unusually large balance at the bankers of £209 14s. 9d., partly due to 
the :!'act that the bill for printing and publishing was not paid until 
one day after the account was made up. The Council, however, 
thought it advisable to purchase £100 Reduced Annuities with the 
sm·plus, as a reserve :f'und, bearing interest at three per cent. The 
£ 100 Metropolitan Consolidated 3-} per Cent. Stock, arising from life 
compositions, remains as a pe1·manent investment, of which the interest 
only is available :!'or general purposes. On the same account £24 Ss. 6d. 
has been deposited in the Saving~" Bank. 

The present statement shows that notwithstanding two years' pub
lishing accounts are included in the expenditure, and extraordinary, 
but necessary, charges on account of the Museum and Library, a 
balance at the bankers o:f' £95 3s. 3d., and a total balance o:f' £102 7s. 9d.; 
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but as this includes £21 paid recently as Life Compositions (which will 
shortly be invested), the available balance :for the expenses o:£ the 
current year is £81 7s. 9d., which the Council consider a quite adequate 
amount. 

The Society has previously been made aware of the urgent necessity 
:for the compilation of a new descriptive catalogue of their valuable 
and yearly-increasing .Museum and Library. The Council had hoped 
to have secured the services of a gentleman eminently qualified for 
the work, but he having accepted a permanent appointment, the 
negotiation was unavoidably brought to an end. The subject is again 
under their earnest consideration, while awaiting hoped-for aid from 
their eo-proprietors, trusting they may soon be able to r.enew their 
endeavours to obtain the services of a competent person. P ublic 
interest in the Museum has in no way diminished, it having been last 
year visited by 16,018 persons. 

The Council have to regret the loss during the past year o:£ one o:£ 
the oldest members of their body, by the death of Mr. G. Harrison 
Rogers-Harrison, H .M. W indsor Herald- a gentleman who, besides 
contributing two papers to the journal, had r endered essential service 
to the Society, often supplying valuable historical and genealogical 
information from the records of the College of Arms. To supply the 
vacancy caused by the lamented death of Mr. Rogers-Harrison, thoy 
beg to recommend to the meeting Mr. James F. T. W iseman, of the 
Chase, Paglesham. 

The attention of members has r epeateclly been drawn in the pages 
of the Society's transactions to the :frequent loss and destruction of 
sepulchral monuments and painted glass during the progress of modern 
church restoration. Sepulchral monuments disappear-sometimes by 
total destruction- more often by burial beneath new pavement, 
without a r ecord. The last Journal contained a record of the 
abstraction of valuable (14th and 15th century) glass from Rochford 
Church. Some years ago a much larger quantity was removed from 
the Churches of North Ockendon and South Shoebury; while the 
record of the loss of sepulchral monuments which has taken place 
during the last forty years is much larger and far more serious ; and, 
were a catalogue prepared, would prove somewhat startling . There 
are reports of churches where the whole of the sepulchral slabs have 
been buried. Such is stated to be the fate of the memorial of Strype, 
the historian. 

Recently the attention of the Council has been called, by public 
correspondence, to similar losses at South W eald, one o:£ the abstracted 
brasses having been publicly advertised by a private possessor. This, 
it is believed, 'vill be restored, and the present Vicar has signified to 
the Council his desire to replace any that can be recovered. 

The historical value of sepulchral heraldry and inscriptions cannot 
easily be overrated. They serve as ready indices of names and dates 
to the public records, and valuable discoveries have been made by their 
sole aid, and are daily depending upon them. The existence o:£ sueh 
a learned society as the Harleian alone proclaims their importance to 
the historical genea:logist. 
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Our Secretary reports that in six instances he can recall, in which 
application has been made to him, either · as an officer of the Society, 
or from his assumed acquaintance with the monumental history of the 
county, by historians and descendants of families, he was obliged to 
return answer that the monuments inquired for were destroyed during 
the progress of chmch restoration. 

The Council, therefore, take this occasion to impress upon members, 
in their several parishes, the necessity of keeping a vigilant eye upon 
the chmch restorer, and endeavoming to save these valuable records 
of the past from demolition, abstraction, or concealment. 

The Rev. H. L. Elliot, Vicar of Gosfield, in moving 
the adoption of the report, said "he most cordially endorsed 
everything said so ably and admirably in the report on the 
subject of sepulchral monuments. Anybody interested in 
the histGry of churches must be aware of the interest 
which these monuments gave to the visitations of a county, 
and to see them ruthlessly destroyed or treated as of no 
value-to see valuable and important historical evidence 
taken away was a shocking and a sad thing. He hoped 
what had been said would have some influence on those 
who had church restor.ations on hand." · 

The proposition having been seconded by Mr. G. E. 
Prichett, F.S.A., the report was unanimously adopted. 
The Treasurer's Financial Statement (printed in the last 
issue of the Society's Transactions) was also accepted. 

The President said that " he, of course, endorsed every 
word that had been said with reference to the destruction 
of church monuments, and mentioned several instances 
which had come under his own immediate notice, and in 
his own neighbourhood. He recollected well the brasses 
that had been removed from South W eald Church ; and 
hoped that gentlemen who had anything to do with church 
restoration would prevent this wholesale destruction of 
monuments which were often of untold value, not only in 
the eyes of the historian, but in questions of family 
descent." 

Thanks having been unanimously given to the President, 
Vice-President, Council and Officers for their past services, 
they were re-elected with the addition of Mr. J. F. T. 
Wiseman, to supply a vacancy. 
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In next proposing that the thanks of the Society be 
given to Lord Braybrooke and to the Mayor and 
Corporation of W alclen, the President remarked that " they 
were indebted to the Corporation for the use of that 
beautiful Town Hall, which had been built since he was in 
Walden last, and which was one of the most picturesque 
Town Halls outside, and one of the most convenient inside, 
that he knew of in England. They were much obliged to 
the Ma:yor and Corporation for allowing them the use of 
that building, and he was sure that when those who had 
not before seen Auclley End came to see it that evening, 
they would feel they also owed a deep debt of gratitude to 
Lord Braybrooke, for not only allowing them to see 
Audley End, but also the beautiful museum there collected 
by his late brother, who was the President of this Society. 
(Hear, hear.) They would see there some very beautiful 
specimens of Roman pottery and other Roman work, 
which had been dug up at Chesterford, close by. He had 
also to propose that their thanks be given to .Mr. Clarke 
and the other gentlemen who had lent the interesting 
exhibits displayed in the adjoining room. It was not 
always that the Society had the opportunity of coming to 
a town whi.ch was so rich in antiquities, and where there 
were so many good antiquarians to take care of the 
collections that fell in their way." (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. F. M. Nichols, F.S.A., seconded the proposition, 
which was carried unanimously. 

The cordial thanks of the meeting were then offered to 
the Virar of Saffron W alclen for allowing the Society to 
visit the church; to Mr. GeOTge Stacey Gibson for opening 
his grounds ; to those gentlemen who had consented to 
open their houses for inspection, and to the local committee 
for the efficient arrangements they had made. Thanks 
were also voted to the auditors. Two members were then 
elected. 

At the close of the business proceedings the Secretary 
said, that in a large room ,upstairs there would be seen a 
most interesting exhibition of bronze celts; and he read 
an extract from a pamphlet by Mr. J oseph Clarke, whose 

Pl 
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opinion was that the spots where these interesting bronze 
implements, weapons, &c. , were discovered were the 
smelting places of Roman itinerants, travelling from camp 
to camp, non e but broken or badly-constructed weapons or 
implements, and rough metal, having been found in these 
repositories. Whether the Romans understood the use of 
the file or not the \VTiter did not pretend to know, but tools 
they must have had to finish off their work and shape and 
sharpen from the rude casting ; and in these deposits they 
were always absent, the deduction being that they were 
carried by their owners from place to place, leaving behind 
onlv such broken metal as would be an incumbrance to 
the~ on their journey. 

Mr. Nichols said he was rather surprised to hear that 
thtse celts were supposed to be the work of Roman 
armourers. He did not know whether that opinion was 
generally accepted by archreologists. As to the Romans 
not understanding the use of the file, it would appear from 
a reference in Horace-lima tabor et mora- that the file 
was as commonly known to them as it is to us. 

Under the guidance of Mr. W . Murray Tuke the 
members and visitors proceeded upon a tom of inspection 
of the ancient domestic edifices and other remains of 
antiquity in the Borough. The ancient timber and plaster 
houses remaining in the town are of particularly in
teresting charactet·, notably the plaster work upon the 
Sun Inn, and the £re-place in the old house of the 
Myddylton family with the rebus upon the name. An 
ancient maze cnt in the turf was visited and afterwards 
the ruins of the Norman castle. Adjacent to this is the 
valuable local Museum of Antiquities and Natural History 
which was examined by the Society. H ere a large and 
fine collection of rubbings of monumental brasses, chiefly 
contributed by Mr. Joseph Clarke, F.S.A., and Mr. 
Christy, was exhibited. Mr. Clarke, as an introduction to 
a necessarily brief but interesting description of the more 
noteworthy of these sepulchral memorials, observed that, 

The art of making brass plates was not introduced into England 
till1639, and the brass was of a hard kind and of foreign manufactm·e, 
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called latten, and the art of engraving them was probably brought 
from Flanders. 

There are many fine specimens of engraved brasses in Flanders and 
in F rance. During· the r evolution they were nearly all torn up for 
coin. or cannon. Many of the earliest brasses have most probably 
ueen destroyed, some as early as 1240 are known to have been so. 
The earliest now remaining is Sir Roger de Trumpington, who died 
in 1289. There is a very :fine late brass in Chigwell Church, Essex, 
of Harsnet, Archbishop of York, who died 1631. 

In the Eastern counties they are more numerous than anywhere 
else, probably from their contiguity to the place of their manufacture. 
'l'he number in England is now small compared with what it has been. 
:M:any were torn up at the R eformation, many found their way to the 
defl lers in metal. 

Essex is by no means isolated in wanton desecration, and the 
obliteration of the memories of men of note in their clay. 

An old historian says the floor of Saffron \Valclen church was 
literally paved with brasses. Some may h ave been officially r emoved, 
as an order came, so says the churchwarden' s book, to remove these 
monumental effigies ; but this must not be taken too literally, it was, 
of course, a Protestant ord er, and I believe only alluded to those which 
contained the prayer for the soul, for many must have been left, and 
many good Catholics who had a lingering r everence for their ancestors, 
removed those that had been placed in commemoration of their 
progenitors, and, after the :fierce anti-papal storm had passed, restored 
them again to their places, and, h ence, many of these pious memorials 
still remain. In other instances these good men, to prevent this 
desecration, caused this prayer to be defaced or chiselled out. One 
instance of this is no farther off than Elmdon, and another, a copy of 
which is before you, is at High Laver in this county also. The 
clergyman here, the R ev. Mr. Hudworth, told me that during his 
incumbency of more than forty years no one had been able to r ead it, 
but that was a very exciting task for me, and by the aiel of the light 
of a lamp r eflected from differ ent positions, I was quite successful. 
But I was unaware of the presence of a Catholic lady, who, after 
~xamining it for a long time with an intensity bordering on worship, 
came to the conclusion that I was right, and overwhelmed me with a 
devotion that I was quite unprepared for. By the way, as there are 
but few remaining, I may mention that in this church the iron stand 
for the hour glass is still beside the pulpit, indicating the period or 
age when parsons preached by the hour; this, fortunately, has up to · 
this time escaped the ruthless hand of the spoliator. A painful 
example of this r ecklessness has been recently disclosed, and the 
barbarians of Essex lie under the shadow of having been the per
petrators of more than wanton desecration, and it also savom·s much 
of ingratitude. This defection at South \Veald, near Brentwood, in 
this county, has recently been heralded forth to the world, the altar 
tomb of Sir Anthony Brown, Chief Justice of the Common Pleas, 
who was the muniticent founder of the richly endowed grammar 
school which still exists in that parish, has been demolished and 
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other memorials ejected from the church, and seven memorial brasses 
have been torn from their matrices, and are now said to be in private 
hands. 

Nor can the present r estorers and1·enovators of our beautiful church 
escape altogether scathless, several slabs which had retained their 
places, although rifled of their memorial brasses, have been turned 
face downward or r emoved, one especially of the ancient family of 
Nicholls, but the churchwardens of the time had the grace to have it 
inserted in the east-wall of the south-pm'ch, where it may now be seen. 
During this last ·r estoration several memorial tablets were very 
injudiciously removed from where they are described to be in the late 
Lord Braybrooke's elaborate history of the parish, and dissociated 
entirely from the resting place of those who they are intended to 
commemorate, notably the Baron memorial, high up in front of a niche 
which contained the beautiful group cm·ved in alabaster, now in the 
museum here. Lord Braybrooke says in the south aisle "against the 
east wall is a tablet of black marble set in a white frame surmounted 
by a pediment on which rest two weeping cupids-turning away their 
heads from a shield containing the arms of Baron, Ermine, three 
bendlets Gules, impaling paly of 6, Or, and Argent. On a chief three 
Talbot's heads erased," as discovered on removing the whitewash, and 
file over all, denoting the head of the family. On the tablet is "Neere 
this place lieth interred, &c. ," but being r emoved to the west end of 
the south aisle, it now bears a falsehood, but the shield containing the 
arms, scul1)tured in marble, has disappeared, and was pmchased by its 
present possessor out of a broker's shop, and now stands before you. 
The only brass now remaining in this church, with the exception of 
the inscription arolmd the altar tomb of John Leche, called the good 
Vicar, now behind the organ, and the inscription to the memorial of 
the Turner family, the effigi-es being gone, is that of John Byrd, who 
was installed Rector of the village of .Mundon, near .Maldon, in Essex, 
in 1386. In early records and hasty extrac,ts great misconceptions 
are often propagated. Thus Oole, the historian, has confounded this 
priest, John Byrd, with Thomas Byrd, the Vicar of Much .Munclen, 
in H ertfordshire; but doubtless h e belonged to the same family. 
Mr. Ohristy will read you an inscription from over the :fire-heaJ.th still 
in its place in the hallo£ the Almshouses which was given by Thomas 
Byrd, the Vicar of Much Munden, and not by John Byrd, the Rector 
of Mundon in E ssex, whose effigy is here r epresented; it is at the 

.east end of the south aisle of this church, but, like hundreds of others, 
hi s memorial has not been allowed to r est in peace, the armorial 
bearings have long since disappeared; one has been described as a 
chevron between three heath-cocks. The bird feeding its young is 
also gone, but a tracing of it had been preserved by a late vicar; this 
bird and its young is the oldest known device in the kingdom, there 
is a counter-part, but later (1436) in everything but the lower part of 
the nest, the scroll bearing the same legend ~it :tjl'US llilerit mrs, an 
old English 0 upon the apex of the pinnacle o£ the Ohristus, in the 
\Varbleton memo1·ial brass toWilliam Prestwich, Dean o£ Battle. 
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W e now come to another piece of desecration, from mere hungry, 
I may say thirsty cupidity. When the church was r epaired about 
1804, and had new pews, now happily r emoved, the floor was covered 
with rubbish , which, when it was cleaned off, the brass memorials 
were found to have left their places, and were believed to have gone 
into the hands of a brazier by trade, named P eachey, who lived in the 
little cross-street leading :D:om the present market-street to the butter
market, where Mr. Cowell is now living : he had a forge a little lower 
down on the other side of the way, the bellows of this forge was often 
going· for hom·s on a Sunday ; if these r elics had been lead nothing 
more would have been heard of them, but whether he could not raise 
a blast sufficient to disguise what they had been, or whether he felt 
any compunction of conscience does not appear; some of them went 
into the possession of Mr. Alderman Samuel Fiske, who, as a good 
churchman, ought to have r estored them to the places from which 
they had been torn, but who most illegally and indefensibly presented 
them to the late Richard Griffin, Lord Braybrooke, who had them 
affixed to the sides of one of the staircases of the mansion at Audley
encl, where they now remain. Richard Coril.wallis Neville, Lord 
Braybrooke, his son and successor, the celebrated antiquary, on being 
asked to restore them, and whose known liberality would have inclined 
him to do so, found that as they had been given to his father, and 
were fixtures, they were heir-looms, and could not be removed. I 
am sorry that they are not r epresented here. Years ago, before my 
alacrity had departed from me, I ,. doubtless, should have had copies 
had I been aware of their existence at Audley-encl. I shall now be 
interested to know if the matrices of any of them still exist in the 
church. 

In the Almshouses in Saffron W alclen is an inscription on a brass 
plate over the fire-place in the hall of the almshouses, "Pray for the 
soul of Master Thomas Brycl late R ector (vicar ) of the P arish church 
of Great Munclen% and for the souls of Thomas Brycl ancl Agnes his 
wife, parents of the said Master Thomas from whose goods this 

~!~~~~~-th } was erected. Also for the souls of John Bryd his brother 
and J ohanna his wife, and for all the faithful of the Lord who have 
departed this life to whose souls may God be propitious, &c. Amen. 

This having no elate the exact time of it cannot be assigned. It is 
so worn by abrasion in cleaning that it is difficult to obtain a good 
copy, but by the perseverance of Mr. Christy we have as good a one 
as can be procured. 

H ere also is preserved a Mazer-bowl of wood edged with silver, 
with a silver medallion in the bottom with a r epresentation of the 
Virgin and child ; this was set upon the table in the year when Roger 
de W alden was fu·chbishop of Canterbury, and as he h eld this see 
but one year, 1401, its exact date is ascertained, also the initial letter 
corresponds with that date, given by Margaret Brydgman for the 
good of the souls of her husband and all his friends. 

* Much Mtmclen is in H ertforclshire. 
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P epy's in' his diary mentions this bowl. 
I only wish now to notice specially fom examples in the immediate 

neighbomhood of Saffi:on \V alden, and a fifth in Ely Cathedral. 

CmsHALL, EssEx. 

1370.' Sir John de la Pole and Joan his wife under a triple canopy 
with their hands joined. This is, probably, as well as one of the 
largest, one of the most interesting brazen sculptures in the county 
of Essex; the copy h ere is before the r estoration of it, which has 
lately been carried out as far as it could be, under the careful super
vision of one of the best medimval antiquaries of the day, Mr. J ohn 
Green Waller. Unfortunately, the canopy has suffered from depre
dations and the inscription is gone. 

There are other small brass memorials in this church, some 
mutilated, but so worn as not to allow of a good copy being taken, 
the inscriptions also being gone. 

HoRKESLEY. 

The next, and the largest, brass in our county is in the church of 
Little Horkesley, and is that of Sir Thomas Swinborne, and his father , 
Robert Swinborne, which, fortunately, has not suffered from the hands 
of the spoiler. 

ARKESDEN. 

In Mr. Boutell's excellent work on "Monumental Brasses," this is 
ascribed to a knight of th e Cuttes family date, 1440 ; in this brass 
may be traced the g-radual addition to plate armom , to give g-reater 
protection. But the family of Cuttes did not come into the possession 
of the manor of Arkesden until a centm·y later than the date as
signed; the mystery however is cleared up by a manuscript dated 
September the fifth, 1639, belonging to the Wolfes, of Wooc1hall, 
in the parish of Arkesden. In the chmch, "Betwixt the South Ile 
and the body of the church stands an Altar Tombe covered with a 
marble stone having this Inscription and 4 Escocheons inlaid in brass 
3 of them remayning. About the sides the same shield is carved in 
stone, Hie jacet Ricvs ffox de Arkesden in corn. Essex, Armiger, qui 
obiit in Die Sacte Prisce Virginis Anno Domini 1439 Cujus aie 
ppitiet' Deus. 

This is sufficient evidence that this is a F ox and not a Cutts. 

WENDEN-AMBO. 

A single figme is here left, and as a memorial brass is mentioned 
as being in this chmch, of Lord Lovelace, although no inscription is 
left, the inference is that it is of him ; the figme that is left is in 
good preservation. The corners of the steeple and its arches are 
tmned with Roman bricks, probably from Ch esterford (the ancient 
Camboricum) three or four miles distant, a circumstance that may be 
interesting to antiquaries other than ecclesiastical. 
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ELY. BrsHoP GoonitrcH. 1541. 
The effigy nearly perfect, the canopy, fom shields, a foot legend, 

three small scrolls, and a large portion of the border fillet with the 
inscription and two angle emblems are now lost. 

Three small scrolls yet remain, and bear the words SI DEVS 
CONTRA GOODRYKE. The large roses containing the evangelistic 
emblems, with the exception of two, are g·one. 

H e was a zealous r eformer , and was Bishop of Ely :from 1534 to 
1554. H e was also employed as a foreign ambassador and as 
counsellor in the time of Edward the sixth. He is here r epresented 
in his full episcopal ve!ltments as worn after the R eformation, and 
with a mitre on his head. In his right hand he holds a bible, in his 
left a crozier, and having been appointed Lord Chancellor in 1551 , 
he also holds the great seal. A canopy, inscription and numerous 
small scroll s, formerly sm·rounding the figme are now lost , with the 
exception of a few fragments. 

From the museum the company proceeded to the church, 
upon which Mr. C. F. Hayward, F.S.A. and F.R.I.B.A., 
offered the following remarks upon the architecture and 
history of the building -: 

It was, h e said, a very fine example of the P erpendicular Churches 
of the time of H enry VII. , though it was probably not finished until 
the time of H enry VIII. It was sometimes described, as an entir ely 
15th or 16th centmy Church, but there was always to be found some 
remains of older work ; and he pointed out that the moulrlings of the 
capitals of some of the columns at the east end showed that they were 
not of the same period as the body of the Church, Mr. Butterfield, 
the restorer of the Church, attributing them to the Decorated period. 
The r oof of the chancel and portions of the roof of the two aisles 
were of a later date than the roof of the nave. H e (Mr. Hayward) 
judged that the chapel containing the tomb of Sir Thos. Audley was 
r ebuilt when the tomb was placed there in about 1544, though no 
doubt the windows were inserted very much later than that. Portions 
of the chancel were also of a different date to th e r est of the Church. 
H e also called attention to the beautiful panel work of the last three 
bays in the north aisle, the same idea being r epeated, though less 
elaborately, on the south side, the explanation of this, according to 
the th eory of the Vicar, the R ev. G. E. Jelf, being that there were 
probably at one time two side Chapels. Mr. H ayward enlarged on 
the beautiful adaptability of the roofs in these P erpendicular Churches 
to the work below, this often giving an extreme beauty and unity 
to the nave that was not seen in Churches of other periods. Indeed, 
one most striking· feature of the P erpendicular school was, he said, 
that while each design was perfect and complete in itself, there was 
a unity and harmony running through all. 

Mr. J elf called attention to the greater enrichment of the Church 
ili·awing towards the east end, the canopies and mullions of the 
windows being richer as one approached towards the east . He also 
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called attention to the spandrels, which, whether as r egards the large 
ones over the Choir arch, or the smaller ones over the other arches, 
were o£ the most exquisite workmanship ; while Mr. J oseph Clarke 
pointed out ' that in each spandi·al were eight beautifully-worked 
saffron buds, so arranged as to form a wheel. In walking round the 
Chmch--a conspicuous feature iil which is the beautiful tomb to the 
famous Sir Thomas Aucliey, Lord Chancellor to H enry VIII.
Mr. Hayward called attention to the disappearance o£ the monuments 
and brasses he had r ead o£ as having adorned this Church, there being 
now only some three brasses in the building ; and he spoke in anything 
but complimentary terms o£ those restorers who, he feared, were 
responsible £or the disappearance of so many inter esting monuments 
and brasses from our Church es. 

The Secretary then read some extracts from the will of 
Edward Barker, an inhabitant of Saffron W a1den in the 
reign of Henry VII., dated on the 26th of March, and 
proved on the 18th of June) 1497, which, he said; appeared 
to fix approximately the date at which part of the new 
work of the magnificent structure in which they were 
assembled was commenced; According to N ewcourt, the 
north part of the church was built by the inhabitants, but 
the principal part of it was greatly furthered by one, Lech, 
John Leche, who became vicar in 1489, and died in 1521.-ll"' 
At all events it proves that the work was not begun as 
early as 1497, and Mr. King wished to draw particular 
attention to the fact that the work was upon the body of 
the church. The will also referred to the cultivation of 
Saffron from which the ancient town obtained its prefix ; 
and, as his friend, Mr. J oseph Clarke had pointed out, the 
Saffron plant is introduced among the foliated enrichments 
of the spandrels of the arches, and also in the arms (or 
quasi arms) of the town, which are " three sprigs of saffron 
walled-in. ' ' Mr. King said, that he extracted but little 
besides such portions of the will as had reference to the 
testator's benefactions to the church and town, and these 
comprised a little topographical information, so that those 

'* The word ' church' is I talicised above, because Mm·ant, who is obviously citing 
from N ewcourt, has substituted ' chancel,' either as a correction of N ewcourt, or, more 
probably, a mis-interpretation of Oh. , which in Newcourt manifestly signifies church, 
as Dr. Salmon also reads it. The inhabitants were not responsible for the restoration 
of the chancel, but the impropriator was ; and upon the same authority I,ord Audley 
was the builder of the east end of the church and of the chapel in which he lies buried. 



AT SAFFRON WALDEN. 299 

who were acquainted with the locality might perhaps be 
able to identify the sites referred to. 

" :M:y body to be bmied in the parisshe chirch of W alden in the 
chapell of Saint Nicholas, fast by my sete there I have used to sitte on 
the halidaies, and on my grave to be laid a marbill stone ...... . . I 
bequeth to the newe werke that shalbe made on the body of Walden 
chirch x marc' , so that it be begonne w'in the terme of x yere next 
after my decease ensuing, and yf it benot begonne in making wtin the 
foresaid x yere, then I will that the said x marc' be disposed by myn 
executo's on sum jewel, ornament, book or vestiment that moost 
nedeful is to the foresaid church, to the worship of god, by the aduise 
of Maister Vicir and other good men of the said towne. Item, I geve 
and assigne to the almes house in W alden to the Refresshment of 
pooer folk in that hows being, to pray for my soul, ij half acres of 
arable land lying a sunclrie in the feld of Walden, whereof one half 
Acre loud lyith in a ffeld there toward Holmere m·ofte, as the boundes 
in certeyn writing· thereof made more playnly shewith, And a nother 
half Acre lond lyeth in a ffelde there clepid Bukkenhowe, by twene 
the Swanne loud on the oon partie, and the lond of John Byrd on the 
other partie, as in writing thereof more plainely apperith." [Gives a 
tenement in Abbey Lane in Walden, the rent or revenue to be paid 
yearly to the Abbot of Walden and his convent in pure alms, and 
desires that the said tenement and garden be enfeoffed by his execu
tors; and a tenement in Thaxtecl to the Prior and Convent of Hatfield 
in pme alms, to pay r ent, &c. , for 100 years.] 

Among other property he leaves, "ij acres of loud sette 
with Safferon heddis, lying in Saffern garden in a feld 
there leding to Seward's en de ward." Also, " will that John 
Barkway sonne have myn acre of lond sette with Safferon 
hedclis lying in Shereshelfeld, the oon head there butting 
on the King's hie way leding to Thaxted against the west." 
The Abbot of Walden and Robert Bradbury of Littlebury, 
gentleman, were appointed supervisors of the will, and two 
of the witnesses are Master John Leche, Vicar of Walden, 
nncl Sir John Hende, Parish Priest there. 

Mr. King had extracts from two other wills, of a few 
years later date, which also referred to the new '\York at 
Walclen Chmch. Reinolde Haselbeche, Vicar of Littlebury, 
gave in 1504, "to the new works of the pisshe church of 
Walden xxs·," and in 1508, John Gardyner-no place 
or description given in the testament-but doubtless of 
Stretehall, of which he held the manor and advowson, and 
where he desires "to be buried in the chancell, on the 

Ql 
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north side between the altar and the wall under the foote 
of our blissed lady of Stretehall, wherof I am symple patron 
and a square tumbe to made of marbill wt a scripture wt no 
grete costs as shall please myn executor; ''* he also gave 
"to the new works of Walden xxx'·." 

It is evident from Barker's bequest, that the design was 
meditated, if not actually commenced in 1497. From 
thence till 1508, covers a period of eleven years, and, as 
we find in other cases, the work of reconstruction may 
have occupied quite as long or even longer time. These 
few notes from his collections, Mr. King had set down for 
the purpose of the present meeting. He had no doubt, if 
leisure for special research could have been afforded, mere 
evidence might be brought to bear upon the history of the 
rebuilding and the period occupied in its completion. If 
N ewcourt is correct in saying that the work executed 
during the incumbency of John Leche was confined to the 
north side, then that, and the subsequent rebuilding done 
at the charge of Lord Audley, is no dottbt the latest of the 
Perpendicular work, the nave and stately tower having 
probably been commenced and finished some years uefore. 

Returning to the Town Hall for luncheon at 1.30, a 
brief inspection was afterwards made of the collection of 
antiquities displayed in the room. There was a remarkably 
fine collection of flint implements from France, Sweden, 
and Denmark, sent by Mr. Joshua Clarke; flints shewn 
by Mr. Joshua Clarke, Mr. Murray Tuke, and Mr. Taylor; 
bronze implements by Mr. Fuller Maitland, Mr. Probert, 
and Mr. J oseph Clarke; seals, charters, and ancient records 
from the muniment room of the corporation, and the mace 
were also exhibited. Mr. C. K. Probert exhibited several 
MS. volumes of heraldic and monumental collections made 
by himself from Essex churches, and some stone celts. 

Tradesmen's and Tavern Tokens of Saffron W alden from 
1633 to 1668, were exhibited by Mr. G. Stacey Gibson. · 
A portrait in oil of Henry Winstanley, a native of Walden 

* For his monumental inscription in Strethall Church, see Muilman's Hist. of Essex, 
Vol. Ill., p. 79; Salmon's Hist. of Essex, p. 132 ; Wright's History of Essex, Vol. I!. 
p. 181. 
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and founder of the first Eddystone lighthouse ; and a 
considerable collection of coins found in the neighbourhood 
and of old printed books were exhibit8d. 

The company next proceeded to the residence of Mr. 
G. Stacey Gibson, where in the library were displayed 
several fine photographic views of the ancient burial place 
discovered in his grounds, a large collection of broken 
pottery, the skulls of bodies found in the ground, and 
numerous objects mentioned more particularly in the paper 
read before the Meeting by Mr. H. Ecroyd Smith, and 
inserted at page 284. 

After tea and coffee had been served the visitors repaired 
to the grounds to examine the extent of the excavations .. 
Four of the numerous skeletons that had been exhumed, 
are here preserved in glass cases. 

Leaving Mr. Gibson's grounds the company started for 
Audley End, the seat of Lord Braybrooke, by whose 
direction the whole of the apartments were opened to the 
inspection of the visitors; together with the fine museum 
of li.oman Saxon and other antiquities, formed by the late 
Lord Braybrooke, for many years President of the Society. 

Mr. C. F. Hayward, who, during the inspection of the 
mansion, had directed attention to the chief architectmal 
features, on arriving in tB.e library, by the request of the 
President, made the following general remarks upon the 
structure:-

He commenced by telling the company, what, he said, 
was . but a familiar story, how that 300 years ago the 
building was begun by that Thomas Howard who was 
called to Parliament by Queen Elizabeth by the ' title of 
Lord Howard of vValden, 1597, who became celebrated 
for the part he took against the Spanish Armada, and was 
afterwards created Earl Suffolk by James I., who :::nade 
him his Lord Chamberlain. The year 1603, when he was 
made Lord Suffolk, is given, Mr. Hayward said, as the 
date of the commencement of the house, the Earl coming 
into the property through his marriage with the daughter 
of Sir Thomas Audley, whose tomb is in Walden Church, 
and in whose honour the name was given to the house. 
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Of course a building of the kind was not begun without 
great consideration, and it was said that the design was 
obtained from Italy, and a model made at a cost of £500. 
The house was erected on the site of the Abbey founded 
here as a Priory in 1126. So much of the building as 
had been completed in 1616 is said to have cost £190,000, 
which showed there must have been a large area of ground 
covered. He (Mr. Hayward) did not himself believe that 
the design came from an Italian source, for everything 
showed that it was English; and certainly if the design 
was fabricated in Italy there would not be such windows 
as they saw there, and which were never seen in Italy at 
all. Very likely what was spoken of as the Italian design 
was a design for something in front after the fashion of the 
Italian palaces. What they wore standing in now was only 
the end wing of the second comt, the first court having 
passed away entirely. It seemed to have extended to the 
river, and was larger than the second court. It was a very 
much larger quadrangle, entered no doubt from a gateway, 
supported by towers. It appeared that Sir John V an burgh 
advised the taking down of the large quadrangle, the fact 
being that it was too extensive to keep up. By the aid of 
a plan of the original structure, he pointed out what a 
large portion of the building had been pulled down, in
cluding the whole of the eastern wing, thus destroying the 
fine gallery at the rear, which was 226 feet long, 32 feet 
wide, and 24 feet high. 

The President having proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Hayward for his lecture here and at the church, the 
meeting terminated. 

Visits to the Abbey Farm and Almshouses were upon 
the programme of the day's proceedings, but time would 
not permit of their accomplishment. 



ARCHJEOLOGICAL INTELLIGENCE. 

DrscovERIES IN EssEx.-Illustrated papers are in preparation 
for the Society on the Roman pavement lately discovered in 
Colchester; on the mural painting of the Virgin and Child found 
in Canfield Church ; on the badges of the De V E:res, and upon the 
British Oppidum in the grounds of G. S Gibson, Esq., at Saffron 
W alden, with a detailed account of the discoveries, and the 
antiquities brought to light during the excavations made by Mr. 
Gibson upon the site. 

RETROSPF.CTIONS, SociAL AND ARCHJEOLOGICAL.-The eminent 
archreologist, Mr. C. Roach Smith, has in the press a new work 
under the above title. It will be comprised in two, or perhaps 
three volumes, to be published by subscription. Subsnribers' 
names are received by the Author, Temple Place, Strood, 
Rochester. 

N:\.TIONAL SocmTY FOR PRESERVING THE MoNUMENTS oF 
THE DEAD -In the two last Annual Reports of the Essex 
Arcbreological Society, which appear in the present Journal, the 
Council have drawn the particular attention of members to the sub
ject of the destruction of church monuments, and, unfortunately, 
not without very recent cause. Since these reports were drawn up a 
Society has been formed under the above title, and, as appears from 
the roll of names, under very distinguished support. In a notice 
of the Society contained in the last Journal of the Royal Arch
reological Institute, it is said to have been established " certainly 
not a moment too soon." If likely to be successful in its laudable 
object and operation, it may be said to have been established at 
least 40 years too late, for the new era of " Church Restoration" 
which commenced about 40 years ago, or rather more, has been 
marked by an amount of "monumental destruction" which has 
probably not been approached in any corresponding period since 
the middle of the 16th century. The alarm was sounded forty 
years ago but it was unheeded, and in spite of the existence of a 
Society of Antiquaries, and many local Archreological Societies, 
the work of destruction has been silently progressive. Among 
those who, during this period, have directed public attention to 
these desecrations may be named pre-eminently the distinguished 
archreologists, Mr. Charles Roach Smith in the pages of his 
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Oollectanea Antiqua and elsewhere, the late Mr. F. W. Fairholt, 
and the late Admiral W. H. Smyth, not less distinguished in 
his own profession than as a great astronomer, and an eminent 
antiquary, as also for his great literary and scientific attainments. 
His last contribution to archooology was a remonstrant paper upon 
the Destruction of Church Monuments, read before the Bucking
hamshire Archooological Society. 

Mr. Roach Smith in his Retrospections, Social and Archceological, 
now in the press, in writing of the Worcester Congress of the 
British A:rchooological Association, held in 1848, remarks-" Mr. 
Fairholt's paper on EMly Monumental Effigies concluded with 
remarks which apply with equal force at the present day to the 
discredit of the legislature. 

"Among the various antiquities which England possesses there are 
none so immediately illustrative of our history as those national 
monuments which abound in our cathedrals and churches. Many an 
exquisite specimen reposes in lonely aud unfrequented churches, their 
beauty hidden by coats of whitewash, and their safety dependent on 
their utter worthlessness in the eyes of those whose duty it should be to 
guard them against destruction. Instances are on record where the stone 
effigies have been wantonly broken up to mend roads, and the brasses 
sold by dishonest sextons for their value as old metal. The value of 
these ancient records cannot be too imperatively dwelt on; they are 
historic data; they are mementos of the arts of the middle ages; they 
are the form and semblance of our great forefathers, fashioned by 
contemporary hands ; and bequeathed to us as the last memorial of 
their mortal state. All who injure them commit not only sacrilege to 
the church ; they dishonour the dead ; and act contemptuously to the 
memory of the ancestry by whose wisdom and valour the progressive 
improvement of our country has been obtained ; and the wholesome 
laws and free movements we enj oy, battled for and won. The language 
cannot be too strong that should be used to impress their value on the 
minds of those that have them in their keeping. May the hands they 
uplift in prayer speak to man, as they appeal to God, and hinder the 
wantonness of ignorant destruction, that posterity may have the 
privilege we ourselves have of gazing on the good and great, preserved 
by that pious feeling with which Spenser apostrophises them-

' Old monuments, which, of so famous sprights 
The honour yet in ashes, do maintain.' ' 

"I notice that I followed Mr. F airholt, remarking that the 
government alone could defend the remaining monuments from 
inju:ry by a legislative enactment which should compel the clergy 
to protect them. But they themselVes have ever sanctioned their 
removal, the first step towards destruction, whenever alterations in 
the chu:rch have been made; and notwithstanding the protests of 
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Societies, there has been no cessation from the causes which have 
led to results Mr. Fairholt so eloquently deplores. Societies are 
to be blamed for contenting themselves with expostulations which 
are not regarded; and in not petitioning parliament. There is 
no hope, as I have ever maintained, from any other source.""' 

The special objects of the newly-established Society are thus 
set forth :-

" To prese1·ve and p1·otect the memorials of the dead in the 
Parish Churches and Churchyards: (1) By securing a record of 
sepulchral memorials now existing being made, and a notification 
of the site of destroyed and removed monuments where such can 
be identified. (2) By a careful watching of work carried on in 
the Churches and Churchyards, especially during the period of 
" restorat ion and re-building." (3) By repairing or renewing any 
or such memorials as the Society may be advised as desirable, and 
if necessary, under faculty. (4) By granting funds for the 
purpose where no branch of the family remains. (5) By using 
every legitimate means to prevent the desecration of the Church
yards by rail way companies, corporations, faculties, &c. (6) By 
promoting and p1·ocuring legislation. (7) By promoting a pub
lication (illustrated if possible) of the more important historical 
examples, and to form a reference library of works treating upon 
the subject of the Monumental Architecture and Sculpture of the 
country." 

The Society has set the amount of the subscription to it as low 
as possible, so that subscribers of not less than one shilling a year 
become members. By this means they hope to secure the 
formation of an extensive body of person of all classes who are 
interested in the protection and preservation of historical 
monuments. 

It has already been pointed out on several occasions in the 
Journal of our Transactions, that besides the total destruction of 
many sepulchral monuments which has been frequent during church 
restoration, a common practice has recently obtained of burying 
all the slabs beneath a new pavement, and often without a record. 
To historical genealogists and antiquaries this is as fatal as total 
destruction, as the inscriptions are frequently, by the names and 
dates, the only clues to the Public Records, and they are more 
especially valuable, considering that in a large number of parishes 
the early Registers and other parochial archives have been 
destroyed, in many recorded instances wantonly, deliberately, 
and ignorantly. 

* "Retrospections Social and Archroological." April 3rd, 1882. By Charles Roach 
Smith. 
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A large number of monumental brasses are at the present time 
in private possession, often in the hands of those who would 
willingly restore them, if they knew to what churches the effigies 
belong. Some have been sold for old metal and consigned to the 
melting pot ; some may occasionally be found exposed for sale ; 
others are lying loose in their matrices or in church chests. 
There is abundant evidence that the work of monumental de
struction-quite apart from that which is incident to the ravages 
of time- has been wantonly and needlessly going on throughout 
the last, and, more frequently, during the present century. The 
convenient " scapegoat" for these offences is usually the 17th 
century Puritan; but there is sufficient documentary and other 
evidence preserved to shew, that in the County of Essex a large 
n umber of inscribed stones and monumental brasses which were 
extant early in the last century no longer exist, and that they 
have perished, not by the hand of time, but by the ruder and 
more destructive hand of man. 



REPORT READ AND ADOPTED AT THE ANNUAL 

GENERAL MEETINGATONGAR, 28TrrJULY, 1881. 

The Council have to-day the pleasure of presenting their 29th 
Annual Report, which they trust will not be less satisfactory to the 
Society than any which have preceded it. 

The more r ecent average number of members, exceeding 200, has 
been maintained, and the Council trust that at the next revision after 
the present meeting, an increase on the past year will be shown. Ten 
years ago the number was but 173, so that notwithstanding inevitable 
annual losses, the Society has made gradual, though not r apid 
progress. 

The Treasurer' s Statement of the Society's Accounts r equires but a 
brief remark The balance at the bankers on the 30th of June, the 
day on which the statement is annually made up, was £96 6s. lOd., 
and there were no outstanding bills. This amount, however, includes 
the sum of about £36 received for life compositions, which, according 
to rule, the Council pmpose shortly to add to their funded stock. The 
actual available balance for working purposes is, therefore, about 
£.58, with £9 besides on the petty cash account; in all £67 

It is with much satisfaction that the Council are able to report that, 
after great difficulty, they have at length succeeded in obtaining the 
services of Mr. John Eclward Price, F.S.A., a well -known and 
distinguished arclueologist, who has consented to compile a descriptive 
MS. Catalogue of the Museum. The Council are assured that Mr. 
Price is a gentleman eminently qualified for the work, and it is hoped 
will be able to commence his labour shortly, and continue it, as his 
leisure permits, to a satisfactory completion. The cost of this most 
necessary undertaking will be defrayed by the Corporation of Col
chester and this Society in equal proportions. In their last report the 
Council thought it necessary to devote special attention to the 
destruction and removal of Church Monuments, with particular 
reference to the removal of monumental brasses at the r estoration of 
the chmch of South W eald; these h ad passed into private possession, 
and one of them had been publicly advertised in "Notes and 
Queries" with the object of ascertaining to what county and church 
it belonged. The Council took what means they could to help to 
their recovery, and are glad to announce that they have been 
restored by their possessor and replaced by the present vicar, before 
whose time they had been abstracted. Archmologists are much 
indebted to the editor of "Notes and Queries" for this restoration 
obtained through the medium of that Journal. 

As members are already aware, early in the past year a Roman 
pavement was found in Colchester and uncovered, drawn and engraved 

RI 
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at the expense of the Society. During the present year another has 
been found in a private garden which the Council obtained ready 
permission to uncover. Its r emoval was impracticable, but an 
accurate drawing has been maC.e, and this will also be described and 
illustrated in the next part of the Society's Transactions. More recently, 
during excavations for dminage works under the direction of the Oor
poration of Colchester, a Roman altar of great interest has been brought 
to light, bearing a dedication to the Mothers, the Sulevre. Although 
dedications to, and sculptures of the JJere j}latres have been more often 
discovc,red, which Mr. Roach Smith was the first person in this country to 
clraw attention to, it is believed that butoneother insc!·iption to theSulevre 
has been hitherto found in Britain. This altar, the property of the 
Corporation, has been placed in the Museum. Thus three important 
discoveries have been made upon the site of Camulodunum within a 
brief period. Two of these have been secm·ed and preserved for all 
practical purposes, in accurate plans and delineations. by the Society. 
Yearly the Museum is enriched by the presentation of newly
discovered objects of ancient art and manufacture, and the Council 
confidently believe that since the formation of the Essex Arclu:eological 
Society, and by the cordial co-operation of the Corporation of 
Colchester in the preservation of their antiquities, that, whether as the 
result of public or private zeal, the old and oft-repeated r eproach that 
" There is scarcely a museum in England that has not been enriched from 
Colchester," is inapplicable at the present period, however true of the 
past, and that very few antiquities now pass from that ancient town. 

H it be conceded that this Society has achieved an important work 
in preserving and illustrating the antiquities of the colmty, and in 
forming, jointly with the Corporation of Colchester, a :free museum
not maintained without expense-a museum which 17,000 persons 
visit annually,* the Council do not think that the Society has yet 
received that amount of support which it was originally anticipated it 
would receive, and which they hope it has deserved, in this great and 
influential county. May they hope that within the next decade its 
numbers may be doubled? Essex boasts of Camulodunum, a Roman 
city scarcely inferior to Londinium, still fertile in r emains of Roman 
art and occupation, and is a county otherwise rich in the remains of 
medireval art and architecture. Added to this, there are voluminous 
ancient and unpublish ed historical r ecords of the county extant, 
which, if palreographers could be found to transcribe, digest and edit, 
the flmds of the Society would be inadequate to print. Yearly 
the Council publish as much as their means will allow ; with 
increased numbers and more contributors, more might be easily 
accomplished. These considerations induce the Council again to 
submit to the meeting the exercise of renewed activity in enlisting 
members, and thus by increasing the strength of the Society enable it 
to fulfil the design of its foundation with greater efficiency. 

* See annual statement of numbers. 



DONATIONS TO THE SOCIETY. 

BooKs. 

I'he Archrnological Journal (published under the direction of the 
Council of the Royal Arehrnological Institute of Great Britain ancl 
h elaud), from the commencement to the present time, in 38 Volumes. 
Presented by G. Alan Lowndes, Esq. 

Proceedings of the Suffolk Institute of Archrnology. Vol. V. Part 
2. From the Institute. 

Collections, Historical and Archrnological, relating to :Montgomery
shire and its Borders. Vol. XIII., Parts 1, 2, 3 ; and Vol. XIV., 
Parts 1, 2, 3; and Index to Vol. XIV. Presented by the Powysland 
Club. 

Wiltshire A rchrnological and Natural History Magazine. Parts 57, 
58. 

Sussex Archrnological Collections. Vol. XXXI. Presented by the 
Sussex .AJ:chrnologi.cal Society. 

Proceedings o:l' the Cambridge Antiquarian Society. Part 3. Vol. 4. 
Publications of the Cambridge Antiquarian Society. No. XVIII., 

1881. Second Edition. "The Bells of Cambridgeshire." By J. J . 
Raven, D.D. 

Report and Communications to the Cambridge Antiquarian Society. 
Presented by the 8ociety. 

Collections of the Surrey Archrnological Society. Vol. VIII. Part 1. 

Transactions of the London and Middlesex Archrnological Society. 
Part 4 of Vol. V. and, 

111:onken Hadley, by Rev. C. F. Cass, IlL A. Presented by the London 
and Middlesex Archrnological Society. 

Proceedings of the Royal Institute o:l' British Architects. By the 
Institute. 

Thomas Sprott's Chronicle of Profane and Sacred History. Trans
lated from the original MS. on twelve parchment skins in the 
possession of Joseph Mayer, Esq., F.S.A. By William Bell, Phil. Dr. 
With an exact fac-simile of the entire original Codex. Presented by 
Joseph Mayer, E sq., F.tl .A., J.Jer C. Roach Smith , E~:>q., F.S.A. 

Roman Coins discovered near Eastbourne by C. Roach Smith, Esq. 
From the Author. 

Notes on some discoveries of Roman Coins in Gaul and Britain. 
By C. Roach Smith, Esq. From the Author. 
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Transactions of the St. Paul's E cclesiological Society. Part 1 of 
Vol. I. From the Society. 

Transactions of the Epping Forest and County of Essex Naturalists' 
Field Club. Vol. II. Part 4. Presented by the Club. 

A Caxton Memorial. By T. C. Noble. And, a Brief Memoir of 
the Life and Labours of William Forester Bray. By T. C. Noble. 
From the Author. 

--0--

The number of visitors to the Museum in 1870 was 
10,155; in 1871, 13,969; in 1873, 16,787; in 187 4, 
16,910; in 1875, 15,795; in 1876, 16,737; in 1877, 
16,737; in 1878, 15,099; in 1879, 16,705; in 1880, 
16,438; and in the year ending June 30th, 1881, 17,319. 
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AN ANCIENT CEMETERY AT SAFFRON 

WALDEN. 

By H. EcROYD SMITH. 

THE town or settlement now designated Saffron W alden 
is situated upon one of the grand highways constructed by 
the Romans in Britain, but does not happen to figure in 
their useful Itineraries. It by no means follows, however, 
that the locality remained uninhabited during their four 
centuries' occupation of this country. On the contrary, 
the by no means infrequent out-turn of Roman, or Raman
British objects, including coins and fictile wares, within 
the borders of the town and for' miles around, conclusively 
proves the district to have shared in the general prosperity 
of the era. The nearest Roman station, Camboricum, lay 
four miles distant, to the north-west, at Great Chesterford. 

We claim, however, a much earlier crigin for W alden 
than even the earliest advent of the all-conquering Ro:q1ans 
upon British shores. The existing castrametration- and it 
may not have been the earliest- presents features quite 
distinct from Roman fortification and strategy, and may 
be safely terme.d Early British. In this conclusion I 
am supported by the matured conviction of that able 
antiquary, Charles Roach Smith, F.S.A., who having 
bestowed much attention on the subject, has been able 
to attribute to their rightful native constructors, many 
a fine camp site which county historians had hastily as
signed to the Romans, instance W albury in this county, 
a high and still very complete camp, covering an area of 
thirty acres.* In point of fact, Saffron W alden has been 
an ancient British oppz'dum, and derives its early name, 
Walden, from the British words wald and dame, signifying 

*Coil, Antiqua vii., 76·7. Ibid. vii., 109. 

( VOL. II., PART IV., NEW SERIES·. Sl 
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respectively a wooded hill and a valley, or in other words, 
the valley among the wooded hills, a term accurately 
descriptive of the locality in early times. The position 
selected for the settlement (quite the most sheltered in the 
neighbourhood) was, as usual at that early period, ground 
sloping gently upward from the vicinity of a stream-in 
this case the Blade-the enclosure forming a parallelogram 
of rather more than two squares, nearly rectangular, and 
containing about thirty acres, being on the three remaining 
sides fortified by trenches, the outer one the deeper, whilst 
the intermediate dyke or bank would be surmounted by 
high palisading, hence the vulgar local designation, "Paille 
Ditches." As pre-historic, these entrenchments present 
an imposing appearance, inasmuch as we find two ex
teusi ve reaches, but little worn by age and use, respectively 
702 and 480 feet long, uniting to constitute the south
western angle of the castrametration. Proceeding from 
this angle half-way downward, towards the stream on the 
north, and before reaching the Abbey Lane (leading to the 
eastern entrance to Audley End Park) we are immediately 
opposite the sites, within the entrenchments, of the ex
cavations and discov~ries, which, after these preliminary 
remarks, we proceed to record and describe. 

The locality is a few hundred feet within the western 
boundary uf Mr. Geo. Stacey Gibson's grounds. RegaTding 
the first discovery we find the following notice in the late 
LoTd Braybrooke's History of Walclen, *-"One or two 
obj ects were discovmed among a series of skeletons dug 
up in 1830, within a few yards of the western bank." 

'' These remains were found by some labourers employed 
in the making a sunk fence and planting trees in Mr. 
W. G. Gibson's pleasure ground, formerly a piece of 
waste. The skeletons were lying, to the number of fifty 
or f:>ixty, in two rows, with their feet to the east, and 
only twenty inches below the surface of the ground, and 
this led to the inference that the party within the 
ramparts, probably the inhabitants of the town, had 
found leisure to bury their dead, by opening a trench 

• Page 149. 
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which was 120 feet long, for that purpo~e. Nine out 
of ten holes sunk for planting trees in different parts of 
the field, contained human bones, and in one place, near 
the south end of the trench, the :remains of a man and 
horse, embedded in the chalk, were discovered. There 
were also some skeletons of women, and bones of children. 
Many of the skulls appeared of remarkable size, and 
upon one, an injury, inflicted by some heavy weapon, 
was distinguishable. The teeth in general seemed perfect, 
and in a sound state, indicating that those to whom they 
had belonged were suddenly cut off, and in the prime of 
life." 

One of the objects mentioned was a small and perfect 
Roman vase in Samian ware. 

Before completing the alterations in his grounds, the 
late Mr. Gibson raised the level of the lower part of what 
has since remained as a grass field, extending inwards 
from the garden-border, and bounded by the Abbey Lane 
wall to the N., and the "Paille Ditches" to_ theW. This 
recent elevation of the surface it is necessary to bear in 
mind, not only in connection with the depths of the 
numerous interments about to be noticed, but more es
pecially with reference to the antecedent sinkings in the 
chalk. 

No further operations occurred until early in the year 
1876, when Mr. G. S. Gibson, the present owner, laudably 
desirous of ascertaining more fully the character and age 
of the above-mentioned human remains, and likewise the 
extent of the cemetery, commenced a series of excavations 
in the field, which being centrally divided by an iron fence 
we may, for convenience, term the- upper and lower field. 
The earliest sinking to the undisturbed chalk, only resulted 
in the out-turn of remains of domestic animals, analogous 
to our own, together with fmgments of earthenware and 
a couple of spindle-whorls of baked clay. After the lapse 
of several weeks of exploration a human skeleton was 
discovered, the first of about 150 exposed in all, of both 
sexes, arid including no inconsiderable proportion of 
children, whose tender bones proved in a .very brittle and 
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decayed state. Generally speaking, the osseous remains 
of the adults were found in a fair state of preservation
the teeth sotmd, and complete in number. 

Owing to the removal of smface soil, lately adverted to, 
and, probably, inequalities of the ground at the perjod of 
interment, the depths of the graves varied considerably, but 
the upper or surface soil appeared to have been removed to a 
depth of two to three feet, then the solid chalk was excavated 
to the average of another foot for the reception of the body, 
which in by far the greater number of cases W~AS laid at 
full length upon its back, with the head to the west, or in 
a westerly direction, the face being upwards; but there 
were exceptions even in the best part of the cemetery, 
which presented strong points of contrast. Under the 
head the chalk projected to form a rest or pillow. With 
the exception of a few disturbed or huddled interments 
about 40 feet to the N.E., and lying in the upper field, the 
interments have been found confined to part of the lower 
one, over an area extending to about 100 feet north and 
south, by 80 feet east and west, taking the extreme points; 
for the space has been most irregularly used, with but 
slight indication above ground of the previous interments 
apparently, whilst no boundary line upon any side would 
seem to have curtailed operations. Over the area named, 
the graves are distributed most diversely. To the N.E. 
there has been an evident intention of interment in line, 
but the rows, four in number, are neither straight nor of 
equal length; their direction is pretty nearly N.W. and 
S.E. Each of the graves here being fairly and distinctly 
cut for a single body, we may regard this portion as the 
cemetery proper. To the southward, the skeletons mostly 
were found in isolated spots, with or without a grave. • 
At the extreme southern corner, still greater want of order, 
in fact absolute confusion, was apparent. One large rect
angular pit or cist contained the remains of several bodies, 
which seemed to have been hastily or carelessly deposited ; 
smaller ones contained one or more skeletons in similar 
condition. On this side the group of interments terminates 
rather abruptly. The osteological character of the mass of 
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human remains, presented little divergence from that of 
living races, and very few of the men were judged to have 
exceeded 6 feet in height, the average being 6ft. 6in., to 
6ft. 9in. The contour of the skulls varied exceedingly, 
as will be evident from the subjoined details in inches. 

MEASUREMENTS OF THE CRANIA , &c. 
I nches. 

Horizontal cu·cum. . 21 I 
Longitudinal diam . . 7;} 
Lateral ditto . . . . . . 5~ 
Frontal } length . . . . 5 
Region breadth . . 4:f 

height . . . . 5 

2 Horizontal cu·cum . . 21g-
Longitudinal diam . . 8 
Lateral (one side of the 

skull deficient) 
Frontal } length . . . . 5 
Region bi'eadth . . 4~ 

height . . .. 4~ 

4 Horizontal circum . . 
Longitudinal diam .. 
Lateral ditto ..... . 
Vertical ditto . . . . . 
Fronta1 } length . .. . 
Region breadth . . 

height .. .. 

I nches. Inches. 
Pari~tal } length .. .. 5 
Regwn breadth .. . . ?t 

height . . . . o 
Occipital } length. . . . 4~ 
Region breadth . . 5f 

height . . 4-s-

I ntermastoid Arch 15 
Face-length . . . . . . if 

breadth . . . . . . 6fl-
Bones-femur . . . . . . 17 

tibia .. . . . . . . 13;1 
humerus .... 12 
radius . . . . . . 9~ 

Parietal } length . , . . 
Region breadth . . 

height . .. . 
Occipital } length . .. . 
Region breadth . . 

height .. 
I ntermastoid Arch .. 
Parietal } length . , .. 
Region breadth .. 

height . . . . 
Occipital 1 length .. . . 
Region f breadth .. 

height . . 
I ntermastoid Arch . . 

5g Face- length 4! 
5 breadth ..... . 4if 

~t vertical diam . . 5i 
Bones- femur .... . . 17t 

Jf 
tibia .. . . .. .. 13 
humerus . , . . 13 
radius .... . . 9if 

5~ Face- length . . . . . . 4~ 
5!f breadth . . . . . . 5~ 5f . Nasal suture to foramen 
52 magmmt . ... . . . , 16k 
5~ Bones- femm . . . . . • 16f 

15
4£ tibia . . . . . . . . 1 4~ 

" humerus .. . , 13 
radius . . . . . • 1 0~ 

Possessed the complement of teeth (32) large, especially the upper incisors ; ground 
down except the bicuspids of upper jaw. ·Well-formed rectangular lower jaw. Sutures 
ossified; nasal bones gone; frontal sinus exposed. A remarkably large, long and well-
formed skull. Erostosis of the lmnbar vertebra. · 

5 Horizontal circum .. 
Longitudinal diam . . 
Lateral ditto . . .. . . 
Frontal } length . . , , 
Region breadth .. 

height ... . 

Parietal } length . . . . 5y Vertical diameter . .. . 
Region breadth . . 5i Face-length ... . . . 

height . . . . 5'f breadth . , .. . , 
Occipital } length. . . . 411 Bones- femm· .• . . .. 
Region breadth . . 5g tibia . . .. . . . . 

height . . 4~ - humerus . .. . 
Intermastoid Arch . . . . 15 radius . . . .. . 

5t 
4~ 

1~t 
16 
14 
11~ 

11 Female on whose neck the necklet of pendants and beads was found. 

Th kull . 0 b 'd u tibia . . . . . . . . 

I 
Bones-femur . . ... , 

e s m am n ge .u1useum. humerus . . . , 

17 
1 3~-
10~ 

A Youth rot about 10 years. 
Horizontal cu·cum . . 1 9~
Longitudinal diam . . 7/i 
Lateral ditto . . . . . . 5! 
Frontal } length . . . . 5l 
Region breadth . . 4ft 

height .... 4t 

Parietal } length , . .. 
Region breadth . . 

height . . . . 
Occipital } length .. . . 
Region breadth .. 

height 
I ntermastoid Arch .. 

mdius .. . . , , 8# 

Vertical diameter . . . . 5~ 
Face-length, jaw wanting 

breadth . . . . . . 4/i 
Bones-femur . . . . . . 11 

tibia.. . .. ... 9! 
humerus . . . . St 
radius .. , , , , 6! 
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No remains of any kind of coffin were observed through
out the excavation, but it is probable that at least 
members of the upper class, whether priestly or secular, 
were buried in cloth of some kind. Varieties of linen 
fabrics, have been detected in many other .Anglo-Saxon 
interments, and here traces of the same material occur, 
impressed upon the oxydised reverses of a pair of bronze 
pendants, belonging to the interesting necklet of pendants 
and beads (described in detail further on), found in 1877, 
upon the vertebra of the neck of a well-proportioned 
female skeleton, occupying one of the best formed graves, 
marked E on plan. This female no doubt belonged to one 
of the head families here, and was buried in robes which 
have periilhed from the effects of moisture. 

The late Hon. R. C. N eville, afterwards fourth Baron 
Baybrooke, published and recorded in other ways, the 
numerous researches he instituted in various localities around 
Walden and .Audley End as well as over the Cambridgeshire 
border, the results being valuable contributions to .Archoo
ology, more especially in the fields of .Anglo-Saxon sepulture. 
In reference to the chief cemetery which he explored, that 
of Little Wilbr~tham, eo. Cambridge, in which 188 skeletons, 
including those of 8 children were found-he remarks,
".All these interments were single, except in three or four 
cases where the same tomb contained two, and one in which 
five, were buried together ; the graves being dug through 

· the top soil, light and chalky, down to the solid clunch 
chalk, in which a species of sarcophagus was easily formed 
by cutting a hole of sufficient size and shape to admit the 
body. One only reached the depth of 4ft. 6in., the rest 
being from tm:ee to four feet, and those amongst them that 
were even nearer the surface, had evidently suffered from 
the plough and spade. This of course altered the position 
of the skeletons, but most of them appear to have been ex
tended at full length. All the tombs appear 
to have been formed with care and it may be stated upon 
medical authority, that from the absence of fractures an·d 
marks of violence; there is every reason to conclude that 
this was an ordinary Cemetery and the bodies interred in 
time of peace, rather than the results of a battle." 
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Rete we find many analogous features to the better made, 
and probably original, portion of the Walden Cemetery, 
whilst the occurrence of personal ornaments and other 
objects of Anglo-Saxon and possibly Danish character, in 
juxta position with several of the skeletons, seems to point 
out the later part of the Anglo-Saxon period or 9th to lOth 
century, as that in which this place of interment was 
chiefly used. Subsequently it would seem to have re
mained unbuilt upon and a waste piece which became the 
receptacle of potsherds and other discarded materials. The 
full description of the various relics found, which is ap
pended to this narrative, will, we conceive, fully support 
these conclusions, but there remain the more disturbed or 
more hasty interments, upon which, seeing that we have 
no evidence of a martial people, or necessarily warlike 
weapons,-for the arrows or lances may all have been 
used solely in the chase-no certainty can be arrived at. 

The general paucity of personal ornaments or instru
ments, may be accounted for by the settlement being of a 
poorer class than that of Little Wilbraham, but even at the 
latter place Mr. N eville found that 24 bodies out of 188, 
were unaccompanied by any deposit of either character. 

Another feature, which greatly adds to the interest of 
the exploration at W alden, was the discovery beneath the 
graves, of a number of pits or circular hollows, and which 
in some cases had interfered with the intended position of 
interments, a few of which lay upon the very edge of 
one or other of the pits which of course, in common 
with the graves, are all excavated in the solid chalk. 
In one or two instances, adjoining the pits, small hollows 
were found where some little cooking may have been prac
tised by "pebble boiling," but the traces of fire being 
trivial, together with the absence of hearth stones and the 
usual instruments of stone and amount of animal refuse re
maining about ancient huts, it is very improbable the pits 
were ever permanently inhabited. In the midst of one 
group, a well-cut cylindrical shaft 2~£t. wide evidently 
formed the medium of descending approach to these sub
terranean workings, which like many others in this and 
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other counties were carried on for procuring good solid 
chalk for lime, and from very early times. From the oc
currence in the neighbour.hood of Ancient British pottery 
of several kinds, there is good reason to believe a village 
with the ordinary circular huts, based in the soil and roofed, 
existed here; the inhabitants of which are as likely as 
their successors to have worked these pits either for sale or 
personal use. There is no doubt that lime was even then 
an article of traffic. 

The animal remains exposed during the later explora
tions, include tl).ose of Bos Primigenius, or wide-horned Ox, 
Cervus Elaplms and Capreolus, or Red and Roe Deer, and 
Sus Scroja the Wild Boar ; all common to British forests, 
previous to, as also throughout, the Roman occupation. 
In addition, are numerous bones of more or less domesticated 
quadrupeds, as the Bos Longifrons (main stock of our pre· 
sent race of oxen), horse, dog, pig, sheep, goat, &c. ; but 
most of the latter, from the disturbance of the ground, 
afford no reliable clue to the period of original inhumation. 
The tibia of a small breed of the Domestic Cock ( Gallus 
Domesticus) has been identified. Numerous lumps of 
Scoria or iron " slag," from iron smelting furnaces, were 
thrown out. Such have repeatedly been discovered in the 
immediate vicinity of British pit dwellings, as on Wey
bourne Cliffs, Cromer, N 01·folk, and near Conisborough, 
Yorks., but as yet no smelting-site has been found here, 
and the local productions of this refuse in iron manufacture 
remains problematical. That iron was first produced here 
by the Romans, is an oltl. dictum, now deservedly discredited 
by many antiquaries. Even Crnsar says it was reported to 
him as a product of Britain, brass or bronze being imported. 
Articles of this metal, have on several occasions been found 
associated with British interments, confirming the growing 
belief that anterior to the Roman occupation, weapons, if 
not other instruments of iron, had come into at least partial 
use, especially among the more advanced tribes. We are 
also inclined to believe the manufacture both of iron and 
bronze instruments may have been carried on to some ex
tent in this country, by Phamician, Carthagian, (and later 
Belgic) settlers, upon our southern and south-western coasts. 
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Our general remarks terminate here. In offering the 
subjoined description in detail, of the objects discovered, 
we have no doubt but that the account will be found to 
confirm the opinion expressed, as to the long-continued use 
of the Cemetery. It is to the reverence, consequently at
tached to it in early English times, that we refer its long 
immunity from the intrusions of builders and others. In 
course of time, regard having naturally died out, the spot, 
as naturally, became the receptacle of general refuse. 

RELICS OF THE ANCIENT BRITISH PERIOD. 

The objects representing our British ancestry, anterior to 
the Roman occupation are very scanty, but establish the 
early use of the site as a human Burial place. 

Two hand-malls or stone-hammers of a spherical form 
and grasped in the hand when in use. 

A small hexagonal object, probably used in some game. 
A "core" or nodule of flint from which flakes, for 

manipulation into arrow points, knife-blades, saws, &c., have 
been struck. 

The ceramic ware is all fragmentary; only a few cinerary 
potsherds exceed two or three inches, and it does not appear 
that any vessel has even been struck upon in a compara
tively perfect state. It may be regarded as of four kinds, 
the first being unbaked, although possibly sun-dried; this 
still retains much of its virgin colour, a reddish-white, is 
very soapy to the touch and remains in the form of un
shapely lumps. The second kind has undergone more 
baking, but probably as much from the presence of hot 
ashes n·om the funeral pyre as n·om the hands of the potter. 
These two varieties bear no intentional ornament,-at least 
we have detected none in the existing fragments-but upon 
a few small chards of the latter kind, one of which is shewn 
Plate VII., may be discerned impressions of woven cloth, 
such as have attracted the attention of other antiquarian 
writers, who thus allude to the facts, mostly within their 
own experience.-" It is not unlikely that the mouth of 

Tl 
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the urn was occasionally covered with cloth or hide." 
Greenwell's British Barrows, p. 14. 

" In some cases the pin of wood or bone is found to be 
untouched by the fire, having been used t.o fasten the cloth 
or hide containing the remains from the funeral pile. 
When calcined, the pin has no doubt secured the dress on 
the body at the time of burning '' Ibid, p. 15. 

"The remains of such cloth has occasionally been met 
with." Hoares' Ancient Wiltshire, I., 113.-"Linen much, 
ar:qong the bones," p. 114 ; "burned bones wrapped .in a 
linen cloth, fastened by a brass pin," p. 169; "interment 
of burned bones, secured by a linen cloth under a rude 
urn. The presence of charred cloth, amongst burnt bones, 
with articles connected with the dress, whether associated 
with inhumation or urn burial, proves in some cases at 
least, if not frequently, that cremation took place whilst 
the body was clothed, probably whilst it retained its 
ordinary garb." Ibid. IX. 

A stout pin or skewer of bone, 4in. long, found here 
may have secured such dress. 

The third class is one of frequent recurrence in ancient 
British tumuli, possessing a thick, poorly-baked body of 
coarse clay, generally black without, but reddish brown 
within. 

Our fourth description, and the only kind upon which 
ornaments appear to have been bestowed, is represented by 
a single chard of a fairly-baked cinerary mn, of about 
5in. diameter and 4fin . high, of which it constituted part 
of the rim or collar, and a small adjoining portion of the 
body, see Plate VII., Fig. 1. 

1. Mr. 1\' eville describing the contents of one of the 
urns which he found at Muttilom Hill, Cambs., mentions 
" burnt bones, enveloped in cloth, which, on looking into 
the vessel gave them the appearance of being viewed 
through a yellow gauze veil, but which, upon being 
touched, dissolved into fine powder." On the chard we 
figure-part of the base of a funeral urn-the partially 
baked clay must have remained somewhat soft, to receive 
so clear an impression of the fabric's texture. 
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~ELIOS OF THE ROMAN-BRITISH AND ANGLO-SAXON 
PERIODS. 

As previously explained, the objects of Roman-British 
manufacture have become so dissociated from any con
temporary site or occupation, whilst on the other hand 
being found in connection with remains of the succeeding 
inhabitants of this district, that any separate classification 
under the headings of "Roman" or "Saxon '' would . 
prove more delusive than explanatory. Whilst uniting 
the two, the source of manufacture or fabrication will be 
furnished wherever practicable, although this will involve 
some little repetition. 

PERSONAL ORNAMENTS. 

No objects in gold have hitherto been noticed here, but 
several have occurred in silver, bronze (with occasional 
traces of a plating or wash of silver), glass, enamel, crystal, 
carnelian. 

Our first ornament combines all these in-

A Necklet, the component parts of which were found 
upon the neck and breast of the fine skeleton of a female 
described p. 31G. It comprises 11 articles-the comple
ment was probably higher- which are noted in the order 
of their presumed original arrangement, and are all figured 
on Plate V. 

1. A central Pendant from which the face has dis
appeared; it is in bronze, plated at the back with silver, 
of circular form and 1 %in. diam. Four large perforations 
show how the ornamented disk was secured to this back 
plate, atop of which the suspending loop is rivetted, and 
the object was found on the lower vertebrre of the neck. 

2. Bead in silver, -kin. diam. and spherical; of neat and 
elegant design, viz., beaded bands alternating with con
voluted one.s ; the latter are single except in the case of the 
central band which is double. A closely-analagous orna
ment covers the face of a minute silver fibula, found with 
remains of an Anglo-Saxon child at Sarr. Researches, p. 54. 
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3. Bead in silver, of decagonal form, eight facets of 
which have borne a rare voluted pattern, consisting of a 
single raised or embossed line, but one is broken out; the 
two remaining sides are occupied by the orifices of 
the bead,-- unnecessarily large, the bead being hollow 
and only 1

7oin. diam. A similar volute ornament but in 
yellow enamel, appears on a glass bead of early Irish make, 
figured in Oollectanea Antiqua, Vol. IlL Plate X. Fig. 14! 

4. 5. Beads in red carnelian, octangular, lin. long and 
. perforated longitudinally, their whole exterior surfaces 
being polished. 

6. 7. Pair of Pendants. the main portions being in form 
of a disc, but a projection atop expands for strength and 
the reception of the loop's rivet. The whole are in bronze, 
but at the back (like No. 1) have either been plated with 
silver, or burnished by that admirably fine tinning process, 
which has often been mistaken for the last-named metal, 
and the colour of the more oxydised portions confirms this 
latter supposition. But the rust proves valuable in another 
aspect, retaining as it does the impress of some woven 
material, apparently linen, and in which the body had 
doubtless been wrapped.* The discs are l17oin diam., 
and are ornamented over the entire face in a peculiar 
variety of interlaced work, which, so far as we can learn 
after considerable enquiry, has hitherto been unrecorded 
in this country. It may be described as a knot of compli
cated and vermicular design, worl<ed in two braids, one of 
three intm·lacing another of two bands, but in place of the 
usual serpent's heads of the last, we here find the more 
open angles, and the projection towards the loop, oc
cupied by varieties of the jleur de-lis of later times. The 
centre has a double annulet, which there is little doubt 
contained some variety of precious stone, or enamel, or 
a pearl. The nearest approach to the well-wrought design of 
these pendants occurs in sculpture-upon the face of the 
shaft of a runic cross1 discovered with kindred sepulchral 
remains at Thornhill Church (near Dewsbury, Yorkshire), 

* For other instances, see Bateman's Ten Years' Diggings, p. 34; Brit. Barrows, 
p. 31. It greatly resembles the lesser example found at Sarre. 
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the date of which the late Rev. D. H. Haigh was disposed 
to refer to the Sth century.* A rude imitation of the 
vermicular portion of the design occurs upon what Faussett 
calls a "fibula subnectens," Inventorium Sepulchrale, p. 24 
No. 69; but which, from the remains of a smmounting loop, 
is evidently a pendant; see Plate III., Fig. 5, of that work. 

A second, with enamelled volute ornament and of cir
cular form, is figmed in the Journal of the Arch~:Bological 
Association IV., 352, but neither of these examples can be 
placed in competition with the W alden ones. Making full 
allowance for the infinite variety of the interlacing ornament, 
which continued a favourite style so late as the Norman 
Conquest, we may safely assign an early date, if not a 
Scandinavian origin, to this pair of ornaments. t As 
fibul~:B, or brooches they would certainly have constituted 
a valuable variety in respect to design, but as pendants 
they stand unique-very rare in point of metal, whilst 
unmatched as regards contour and device. 

One of the chief ornaments of a lady of ancient times, 
whether Greek or Roman, Saxon or Jutish, was undoubtedly 
the fibula, or brooch, which was invariably fmnished with 
a pin for attac~merit to the dress, and not unfrequently 
with a loop, also for occasional suspension or secmity from 
loss. However highly ornamented by casting or chasing, 
enamelling or setting with precious stones, the basis or 
chief material was commonly bronze; examples in silver 
being much scarcer, those in gold quite rare. In pendants 
on the contrary, the great majority of examples which 
have reached our times prove to be of fine gold, whether 
they take the form of bullre, coins, medallets, or fancy chas
ing ; and most of them, whPther in gold or bronze, possess 
great interest, as well for the antiquary as the historian. 

For ornamental and other examples we may refer to the 
.._¥enia Britannica; Inventorium Sepulclzrale ; Collectanea 
Antiqua; Remains of Pagan Saxondom; N eville's Saxon 
Obsequies,· Brant's Resea1·ches at Sarr. 

* Yorks. Arch. Journal, Vol. · IV. p. 419 and figured on the opposite plate. 
t For a later and more elaborated variety of this design on the upper border of a 

fine Norman Font at Porchester, Rants, see The Art:h<Eological Joumal, Vol. III., 
p. 216, 
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8, 9. Pair of beads of clear rock-crystal, truly spherical 
and finely perforated. In common with the balls of this 
beautiful substance, they are probably of Roman fabrication, 
.and although a number of both "beads" and "balls" have 
been recorrled-chiefly found in Anglo-Saxon graves, but 
few of these prove to be really spherical. Considering the 
great interest attaching to all objects of this material, which 
from the earliest times was held to possess extraordinary 
virtues, we subjoin a short resume of the various finds, com
mencing with the records of Douglas in the Nenia, a work 
which is in very few hands. 
Tumulus II. Ohatham Lines, pl. 2, fig. 21; p. 9. - Six beads of rock 

crystal near the ivory armilla and radius and ulna of the arm, and 
thus appear to have been worn round the wrist. A Roman urn, 
preserved by Cardinal Farnese, contained ornaments of amber, a 
crystal ball, three glasses, two spoons and s£x nuts of crystal. [The 
six "beads," as figured by Douglas, are not spherical but ovate, 
have a raised central rib and are perforated transversly. Probably 
the beads described as "nuts" were of similar form. J 

Turn. IV. Ohatham Lines, pl. 4, fig. 8, p. 15.- A. crystal ball. [This 
also is ovate; it is protected by a four-ribbed frame of silver and 
constituted a pendant amulet, suspended by two rings of silver 
wire, both of good size the upper being the larger one. Other 
balls of this class are said to have been suspended in deer-skin. 

Turn. V. Fig. 3.- A spherical crystal ball, 1 tin. diam. [See also the 
Inventor£um Sepulchrale, where it is stated, "There is Just another 
among Sir Wm. Fagg's Antiquities." Douglas's example is 
truly spherical.] 

Turn. VI. Figs. 5, 6. Two crystal perforated beads, found near the 
fibuloo. [These brooches are fine examples, one being of gold 
and the other plated with this metal. The objects found with 
them, viz. : the two beads of crystal, with a single smallish knife 
of iron and traces of its wooden haft, are apparentl:y exact counter
parts of those accompanying the Saffron Walden interment, except 
that these beads are not truly spherical. J 

Turn. XVI. A. cry&tal ball. [This is not further described.] 
Turn. X. Crystal, with engraved cross, upon it, from a barrow with 

. coins of the Lower Empire, on Bloodmore Hill, near Peckfield 
and Lowestoft in Suffolk, May, 1758, by J\fr. Gardner, a great 
collector. In the author's possession. [This large oval crystal 
is said to resemble the examples constituting the Liath Meiscith, 
or Stone of Speculation of the Irish Druids, and Col. Vallancey 
had drawings of other crystal boxes, the stones in which were . 
ornamented with crucifixes. Thus we possess among ·many other 
examples of Christian charms, a number of Pagan divining ston~s !] 
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Nicander , quoted by Tertullian (De Anima, c. 57) writes in the 
second centUl'y, that the Celts were in the habit of remaining all 
night at the tombs of their brave men for the purpose of obtaining 
oracular responses; but the old necroman cy, in some of its ob
servances was pursued long after the introduction of Christianity 
among-the Scandinavian races, for we find that so late as the 
12th centUl'y, a certain Swein Briostresp, in the Orkneys, was 
addicted to magic ancl spent whole nights without sleep, at the 
graves of the dead, for oracular purposes. Indeed the Sagas are 
full of stories of attempts to make the dead speak, or of necr·o
mancy. According to Prof. Rafu's interpretation of the Runic 
inscriptions in the great chamber of the tumulus of Maeshow, 
some o£ these state that the "barrow was formerly a sor·cm·y hall 
erected for Loclbrok." - Ancient Brit. Barrows, Arch. XLII., 241. 

Mr. Roach Smith records Gther crystal balls, one at 
Kempston, Beds., and a second in France: the first is 1iin. 
diam., encircled in bands of bronze, and evidently from the 
position in which it was found, suspended from the girdle. 
Ooll. Ant., vi., p. 218. Plate XL., fig. 8. 

The French example, found at Vicq, is of dark crystal, 
enclosed in two ciJ:cular bands of silver, arranged crosswise 
and joined to a cube above, which is perforated for sus
pension. It is said to be identical with Douglas's first 
example, as above. At Sarr, in Kent, another ball was 
found by Mr. Brant, the largest known to have been dis
covered in a grave : with a diameter of 2-kin., it weighs 
within 15 gr. of 10 oz. avoirdupois. Encu·cled by a silver 
frame like the last-named, it was suspended to the person by 
two rings of silver wire, one above the other.-Researches 
in the Saxon Oemete1·y at Sarr, Plate I., fig. 7. 

Mr. Akerman records and illustrates one, 1~ of in. diam., 
from a superior interment, remarking on this curious class 
of relics;- " They appear to have been worn as amulets and 
are sometimes cut in facets like that found in an urn near 
Runs bury hill, N orthants, and preserved in the Museum 
of the Society of Antiquaries ; or the specimen discovered 
by Mr. Wylie in the Anglo-Saxon cemetery at Fairford." 
Remains of Pag. Saxondom, p. 10, Plate V., fig. 2. Mr. 
Wylie only describes this last example as "accurately cut 
in squares (facets) and above 1-kin. diam." .Fairjord Graves, 
Plate IV., fig. 1, p. 15. 
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With such a body of opinion, and it could be largely 
extended, we can only conclude that, originally made for, 
and used in mystical pagan rites, these highly-prized ob
jects in crystal, whether balls or beads, have usually 
adorned the persons of individuals of the highest rank. 
Our W alclen example is an instance in point, seeing that 
beads of crystal are even rarer than the balls, or spheres. 

10. Bead, cylindrical, ~in. long, of light blue glass or
namentecl with spiral bands of yellow and white enamel, 
the former plain, the latter meandering. This is a well
formed bead of hard pastes and probably, like the last two, 
of more ancient than Anglo-Saxon fabrication. So far from 
it being an uncommon circumstance to find Roman and 
other earlier beads in Anglo-Saxon cemeteries, we doubt 
whether any of importance have been examined without 
disclosing such. The northern nations were considerably 
behind the Greek, the Egyptian, and the Roman in the 
manufacture of glass and enamel. Hence the Anglian, 
Danish and J utish women-settlers in Britain, were only 
too glad to possess and adorn themselves with the richer
coloured and more shapely, as well as more durable beads 
of their Roman predecessors. 

In Little Wilbraham Cemetery, 32 Roman coins were 
found, one third of which are pierced for suspension. 

11. Bead in peady-white glass, ~in. cliam., of irregular 
contour, Anglo-Saxon.-The moiety of a small globular 
bead which may have been broken from the same ~ecklet; 
it is of a fine and bright red vitreous paste, and well formed. 

Rings. From the clays of Rebekah (Gen. xxiv.) clown
ward to om own times, ring-shaped articles have continued 
a favourite female adornment with all known races of 
mankind, many of these giving especial reverence to those 
adapted for wear on the finger, the wrist, the ear or the 
leg. In Anglo-Saxon times the ring ornaments, usually of 
slighter make than those of Roman fabrication, seem chiefly 
to be finger rings, bracelets or wristlets, and armillffi or 
armlets, the last being worn upon the more fleshy parts of 
the arm. 'These were mostly made of flat wire either plain 
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or very simply ornamented, and secured by a slip-knot. 
W ith few exceptions, our W alden examples belong to thi.,; 
class; (one however is of stouter make and composed 
throughout of twisted wire) and the greater part of them,--
15 out of 22 of which are shewn on P late IX., having been 
found on the lower part of a single skeleton,-we may con
clude them to have formed part of one of those large and 
pensile chains or girdles alluded to by Douglas, and which, 
as predecessors of the chatelaine, were of use to the female 
wearer, as well as an ornament. Of the smallest class, 3 . 
finger-rings are unornamented. An ear-pick may be noted 
here. All the above are in bronze, but several show trace 
of a thin silver plating. 

Brooches. One of the~e (Plate VIII., fig. 9) is of an 
elongated lozenge form and plain, its pin formed precisely 
like the gipsy-pin in current use; Anglo-Saxon. A second 
is an imitation of the well known bow-shaped fibula of the 
Romans-the fluted variety. The latter, fig. 8, bears traces 
of silvering, . but illustrates debased fabrications of a 
transitional era. 

Miscellaneous ObJects in Bronze. Plate VIII. Boss 2in. 
diam., quadrifoliate with its main division bearing a pine
cone; Roman-Britislz. Another is plain, probably the back 
piece, having 4 rivet holes. Buckle of acute form and 
forked shank (fig. 4), similar to that figured in Inventorium 
Sepulchrale, Plate IX., as Anglo-Saxon. Strap-Tag (fig. 5) 
with reticulated ornament in relief, terminating in three 
crescents and an animals head; Anglo-Saxon. The limb 
of a cross or cruciform ornament, figs. 12, 13. Object in 
form of a long and pointed leaf, apparently having formed 
one of a set of Gingling Girdle ornaments, such as are de
scribed by Mr. Roach Smith, Coli. Antiqua, Vol. V., Plate 
VIII., fig. 4. 

Miscellaneous Iron. Plate XII. Horse-Shoes, all im
perfect, one being shewn (fig. 6 ), with example of Nails 
(fig. 7), and one of a different class, of unusual form of head 
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(fig 8 ). Keys (figs. 3, 4 ), one with squm.'e stem and ring 
at the bow; the second with bow large and reniform as 
figured in Journal of British Archooological Association, 
XII., p. 14, £g. I, but the web is much more produced 
and square at the end. Horse's Bit, Anglo-Saxon (Plate 
X., fig. 2), remarkably curved. Horses' Hoof-picks (Plate 
XI., figs. I, 2.), Anglo-Saxon; two, of differing breadth 
and curve, but each has the remains of a loop, apparently 
for attachment to the girdle. Compare with others of 
presumed Roman-British fabrication, Journal of British 
Archooological Association, Ill., p. 122, and IV. Plate IV., 
figs. 1, 2; also Coli. Antiqua, IV., Plate III., fig. 7. Iron 
Chain or Shackle (Plate XL, fig. 1 ), of so remarkable con
struction that we cannot but regret the whole object is not 
before us. The bar-fastener- as we take it to be- is 
secured by a loop to the 'first of two plain links of equally 
stout (iin.) round iron, which are joined together at their 
centres and about 3in. long ; these are succeeded by three 
links of spirally groved but still more massive iron, then 
by one plain as before, two grooved, . one plain and one 
grooved but imperfect- the total length remaining, two feet . 
.Anglo-Saxon chains of iron of an extraordinarily massive 
character were found by Mr. N eville in · the Cemetery at 
Little Wilbraham, Cambridge, but they bear no resemblance 
to the W alden one, and the only instance we have been 
able to discover of similar work occurs in what we take to 
be the mouth-piece of a Horse's Bit, which is figured in 
Archa;ologia XXXV., Plate XVIII., as found in a Tumulus 
in S1vitzerland. The only difference noticeable is the 
greater size, flatness and angularity of the plain links in 
the foreign example. 

Seveml instances have occurred of Iron chains associated 
with female interments of the Anglo-Saxon period, and 
leading to the inference that the individuals were priestesses 
who wore or otherwise used these massive attachments, in 
connection with pagan rites. Douglas · in his Nenia Bri
tannica, p. 40, thus comments upon one found in the barrow, 
which, among other objects of great interest, produced that 
gem of the Fau~sett Collection, known as the " Kingston 
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Brooch," and found 1771, at Kingston, on Barham Downs, 
near Canterbury ; 

Tumulus XIV., pl. 10, fig. 5.- & x links of an 1'ron chain, twenty in 
number and each link two inches long·; near the foot of the grave. 

. Twenty of the links as above described in the above 
fac- simile drawing of the chain will more than suffice to encircle 
the human body of the largest dimensions ; to what pmpose 
therefore, could this chain have been applied, but to some mystic 
purpose by the wearer ? Strabo says, Geog., lib. 7, that the 
Druidesses, whom h e calls Fatridic::e, had white gowns, linen 
cloaks, joined together by clasps, girdles of brasswork (see a brass 
girclie, pl. VI. ) and which, though descriptive of the dress .of a 

· Druidess in the higher times of antiquity, may notwithstanding 
relate to the lower. Tacitus says the Germans, in r everence to 
the sacred g-rove of their Druid worship, wore, out of humility 
and a confession of their deity's power , a kind of f etter or shackle 
about the leg, see. fig. 3, pl. 8, where links (round) of an iron 
chain were found in a tumulus. Lucan lib. III. says the priests 
themselves trembled on these solemn occasions ancl doubtl ess had 
some symbol of their humility about them; see Bo'l'lase, eh. XVIII. 
p. 119, from Alex. ab Alexand. p. 753, where the Britons initiated 
their women into their religious mysteries ; and also eh. IX , the 
fe:ro,ale Druids of Gaul, who were married and brought up children 
and enter ed into the domestic cares of life That the Britons, in 
the age I am alluding to, had the same rites as the Gauls, there 
can be no doubt, and without entering further into a dissertation 
on female druiclism, where so many materials are at hanC. to prove, 
I shall close this note with observing from the above comparative 
facts, that this chain or shackle might have been worn by the female 
interred in this tumulus on some solemn religious ceremony and 
which most probably answered the purpose of the fetter or shackle 
described by Tacitus, affixed to the leg, but in this case also 
fastened to the wrist, and to which purpose, by its proportionate 
length, it seems perfectly to answer. 

Continuing our notices of objects in iron, a box or case 
(Plate XI., Fig 3) 2iin. high and of cylindrical form, 
deserves remark, as apparently of similar construction to 
one in bronze and another in iron figured Invent. Sep. X., 
S, 9, which the editor suggests were cases of a sort of 
padlock; Anglo-Saxon. Bell (Plate X ., Fig. 6), 2in. high, 
angular atop, more circular below, see Invent. Sep. X., 21. 
Pincers and Compasses (Figs. 2 and 3) are represented by 
a pair of each. Knives, ranging from an example of the 
seaxe 9in. to 2iin. long, and including many of the varieties 
figured in Invent. Sep. In one or two instances the 
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handles of bone remain slightly ornamented. One knife 
4! inches long, inclusive of the strig, and still retaining 
portions of its original heft of wood (Plate IV., figs. 12, 13), 
was found at the foot of the fine female skeleton upon 
which the valuable Necklet occurred. Another small ex
ample (Plate XI., fig. 4) is looped for suspension.~ Nails, 
various, 2 to 4in. long, some Roman, otheis no doubt, 
Anglo-Saxon, Lance-head~, one with strig 5in. long; one 
socketed (Plate X., fig. 7); a third narrow, with central 
rib and originally nearly 6in. long (P late XII., fig. 5 ), 
resembling that in Researches at Sarr (Plate XIV.). Arrow 
heads ; several double-socketed examples have broader 
points than any engraved in lnventorium Sepulchrale, and 
may be earlier, or later, than Anglo-Saxon. 

ObJects in Lead; a flat perforated disc; a hemispherical 
' spindle whorl. 

ObJects in Stone; portions of querns ; one of ragstone, 
many others of lava, which from their differing thickness 
have formed parts of at least four different examples of the 
lower stone or "mule." Introduced by the Romans, querns 
of this substance have been found in most parts of England, 
and writers formerly described the material "Andernach 
lava'' It is now said to be found at no great distance from 
Calais, and consequently of easier importation than was 
supposed. Though varying in quality, it is generally as 
durable as it is ponderous. Whetstones in several varieties 
of shape; one being perforated for personal suspension; 
Roman-British and .Anglo-Saxon. Spindle Whort of fine 
limestone. This article, ( vorticellum,) was fabricated on the 
lathe, and out of numerous substances, by the Romans and. 
their immediate successors; the later Anglo-Saxon and 
medireval examples are much less shapely. It is a common 
accompaniment of an .Anglo-Saxon female interment, and 
indeed was regarded as symbolical of the sex, see the Will 
of Alfred the Gi·eat, where the human race is divided into 
the "spere healfe" and the "spinl healfe,"- a mode of 
designation still in vogue in some parts of Scotland. 

*· See a similar one, found in A. S. urn at Eye, Norfolk; see Remains of Pagan 
Saxondom, p. 43. 
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Objects in Terr·a Ootta. The ceramic wares uncovered 
upon the site of the Cemetery and surrounding ground, 
present unusual difficulties for satisfactory classification. 
No small proportion bear good classical forms, whilst totally 
destitute of the other main attributes of Greek and Roman 
pottery, viz., great hardness and durability. It may be 
taken for granted, that, in however good a form, no Roman 
or even Roman-British potter ever turned out ware which 
can easily be cut with a knife, and which (the clay having 
been mixed with fragments of limestone) is found studded 
with nodules of chalk. That sueh produce dates from a 
period of decadence is manifest, but shall we place this 
period, anterior, contemporary, or subsequent to the era of 
that much harder pottery found in greater or less quantity 
in all the Anglo- Saxon cemeteries of the not distant" county 
of Kent? The ware in question is substantial and in form 
of urn-shaped vessels, but we have no certainty of these 
having been deposited in the ground with cinerary remains. 
They would seem to be the product of some Roman-British 
potteries for ordinary use, and when Roman arts, no longer 
sustained by a highly-civilised community, had sensibly 
declined. Thus, whilst the old and excellent moulds existed, 
these continued in use, and good forms (see Plate VII., figs. 
2, 3, 4) were still produced, although through neglect, in
difference, or ignorance, the various clays, formerly so 
cleverly and carefully manipulated, became degenerated, 
the result being a very perishable ware. The thinner sorts 
remain a mass of small fragments. It will therefore be 
advisable to classify this pottery of a very transitional and 
obscure period, under the various heads of "Raman
British," "Debased Roman,'' "Anglo-Saxon,'' using the 
last as a general term to cover the produce of an historic 
period rather than a people: it is simply a misnomer for 
·the English race. 

Raman-British. Of the most valued ware, usually de
nominated Samian, the late explorations only unearthed a 
fragment or two, but a perfect example was found on this 
site in the form of a globular vase about 4in. high, with 
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bands of neat indented ornament round the neck, during 
the operations of 1830 (Plate VI., fig. 1). 

Of the Durob1·ivian ware- that made at the extensive 
potter's "bank,'' near Castor, in Northamptonshire, we 
have an example in a globular vase 4iin. high, in light
coloured clay, the interior surface being painted red and 
the exterior brown, with a bold scroll border in a white 
pigment (Plate VI., fig. 2). It was found at the head of 
one of the skeletons, but there is nothing to connect the 
make of the vase with the era of the former possessor of 
the skeleton, either in this or the following case of cream 
coloured ware and painted with red concentric lines, as 
restored on our plate. .An olla or bottle ; a second (Plate 
VI., fig. 3) is of red earth, 6in. high; the mouth or lip, 
before fracture, has been splayed beyond the -width of the 
base, which also projects; the surface covered with con
centric lines in slight relief, like many of the examples at 
Sarr, most of which appear to have been painted black. 
This was found lying within the curved foot of a skeleton . 
.Among the few Roman-British potsherds, is the round base 
of a Durobrivian vessel, smoothed on the rim and perfor
ated for a spindle-whorl (Plate VI., fig. 5 ), probably in 
Anglo-Saxon times. · Bases of other Roman crocks and 
fragments of tile utilised for quoits or other game resembling 
hop-scotch. Other Roman tiles show varieties of the well
known scoring to facilitate the adhesion of mortar ; among 
the quoits, is the quarter of an annular one, the only in
stance we know of. It appears to have been turned out of 
a flat tile : the annular part is an inch in breadth, and the 
diameter of the whole quoit has been about 5 inches. 

Debased Roman-British. The best, or rather most com
plete examples of this coarse and friable ware, are a couple 
of well-formed vases 4fin. high, and the remains of a cir 
cular patera or dish of similar ware, and standing 5in. high 
at the rim and when complete about a foot in diameter; 
though never strong enough for such use: this vessel 
appears to have been repeatedly set over a fire, in common 
with several more bowl-shaped ones, more or less imperfect. 
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Anglo-Saxon or Norman.-The patterns so familiar to the 
eyes of students of this period of our national history, 
through the illustrations of Douglas, Roach Smith, vVright, 
Akerman, Brent and other writers, we may at once confess 
are totally absent from our A. S Cemetery and the later 
rubbish ground of their successors. The chevron-like 
ornaments, lines or groups of dots, roses, and other floral 
or geometrical designs, give place to a sort of rude imitation 
of the first-named, which itself becomes debased into a 
coarse meandering scrawl. The ware is tolerably well
baked, but not being fabricated of well-selected clays is 
very brittle and few crocks are sufficiently perfect to 
describe, save those we illustrate, Plate VII., 4, 5. Of 
later, mediooval ware, the handle of a Puzzle-Jug, is cmious, 
and a section of this, shewing its orifice from the apex 
to the interior we supply, figs. 6, 7. 

ObJects in glass.-Although, with the exception of the 
beads belonging to the .necklet above described, no com-

. plete objects have occurred in old glass, we may note the 
fragment of a drinking cup of a pale green colour; others 
are greatly oxydised or affected by fire, so as more to 
resemble enamel. A hemispherical roundel proves equally 
vitreous and puzzling When perfect it must have been 
ponderous, measuring 3-,}in. diam. As about two -fifths 
only remains, it may possibly have had a central perforation 
of which no indication appears on the fragment; thi.s piece 
weighs 3oz., a central thickness of above an inch, which 
merges off to the rounded base. The original outer surface 
bears artificial scorings without attempt at device, but the 
long fractured side equally with it possesses a thick coat of 
oxydised matter. We have called the substance vitreous 
and such it is, but whether glass or lava we are unable to 
decide. A slight fracture by the pick, when it was 
exhumed at a short distance from the cemetery, discloses 

·within the outer coating of yellowish white, a bright but 
black, glass-like matrix. 
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ADDENDA. 

Whilst the foregoing pages have been in press, a long-overdue 
volume has reached our hands, - the 33rd of the Transactions of 

the Bistoric Society of Lancashi1·e and Cheshire, in which, p. 222, 
and appended to a description of antiques found at the Roman 
station now Ribcbester, near Preston, in Lancashire, is a repre
sentation of what remains of a fine and elegant Boss in bronze, 
which, though differing in details, is characteristically ·analogous 
in general design to our Pendants, Plate V., figs. 6, 7. 

The correctness of our attribution of these ornaments to 
Sc(tndinavian inception, if not positive manufacture, has been 
unexpectedly and very timeously confirmed. Mr. Henry Laver, 
of Colchester has kindly drawn our attention to a valuable little 
work issued at Bergen in 1876. It is entituled Samlingen af 

Nm·ske Oldsager, and describes a number of the rarer objects 
preserved in the museum of that city. Among those in bronze 
and which are jigu1·ed, we note no less than five, which more or 
less combine portions of the ornamental detail of the Walden 
Pendants. These Norwegian objects consist of: a Boss of a 
design very similar to that mentioned above as found at Ribchester ; 

a cruciform B1·ooch, which had it occurred in England would have 
been labelled .Anglo-Saxon ; a fine Inlestand (or Lamp) ; and 
lastly, two pieces belonging to the Pommel of a Sword. 
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ON SOME BADGES AND DEVICES OF THE 
DE VERES, ON THE TOWER OF CASTLE 
HEDINGHAM CHURCH. 

By the Rev. H. L. ELLIOT, M.A. 

BADGES were ceTtain marks or emblems which were in very 
general use amongst the higher nobility during the 14th 
and two following centuries. They served the purpose of 
distinguishing the adherents or servants of one family from 
those of another, and were placed as marks or ornaments 
upon standards, military equipments, uniforms, buildings, 
furniture, and articles of domestic use. These symbols 
were quite distinct from the family crest. This latter was 
always displayed with the torse, or cap, or coronet which 
attached it to the helmet. Not so the badge, because this 
was not borne on the helmet. The crest was the personal 
cognizance of the master, the badge belonged to the whole 
household. In certain ciJ:cumstances it became the dis
t inguishing mark of a party. The red and white rose were 
badges of the houses of Lancaster and York respectively. 
As simplicity is necessarily a most desirable characteristic 
of a household or party distinction, flowers, leaves and 
twigs were early employed for this purpose. The leading 
clans of Scotland had their distinguishing sprigs, while the 
P lantagenets took their name from the Planta Genista, or 
Broom plant, which was one of their cognizances. 

It was sometimes found more convenient to select some 
simple charge from the armorial bearings of the head of the 
house, and use it as a badge. The silver mullet of 
De V ere, the fieur-de-lis of Montgomery, the white hart's 

Vl 
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head of Stanley, the eagle's leg of Lathom, the silver wing 
of the Marneys, the spiked alant's collar of the Fieneses, 
are illustrations of this usage. Sometirn0s the family 
name would suggest an appropriate emblem. The Talbots 
adopted a white talbot or hound; the Greys of Codnor, a 
grey (or badger) within the compass of a tress passing 
through a coronet. 

And as the devices on the shield were frequently allusive 
to the names of the bearers, the badge adopted would often 
point both to the name and the armorial bearings of those 
that assumed them. Thus the Bourchier's badge was a 
water bouget; that of Scales, a scallop-shell; of Ravens
croft (as used by their heirs, the family of N orreys ), a 
black raven's head erased. · 

Knots bearing some resemblance to the initial letters of 
the name were sometimes used ; as by the families of 
Stafford, Wake and Bourchier. 

ln short it mattered little what the device was, provided 
it was distinct, and likely to be easily recognized by its 
appropriateness. 

These badges were worn by the retainers and servants 
of a household, either embroidered on their coats, or em
bossed on metal plates and ·attached to their liveries. 
ShakeE<pere alludes to this when he makes Lucrece say:-

'' To clear this spot by death at least I give 
A badge of fame to slander's livery." 

And in the Play of King Henry VI., Part II., Act V., 
Scene I., Clifford says to Warwick-

" Might I but know thee by thy household badge ; " 

to which Warwick replies-

" Now by my father 's badge, old Nevil's crest, 
The rampant bear, chained to the ragged staff," &c. 

Besides these household badges, there were emblems and 
devices occasionally adopted by individuals, to express some 
sentiment,-perhaps used for a short time only and then 
discarded. These are not to be confounded with the former. 
The object with which they were used was quite distinct; 
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and they were as much the personal mark of those by whom 
they were assumed, as the armorial bearings themselves. 
Under this head may be mentioned "Rebuses," or pictorial 
representations of the name or title ; also official badges or 
emblems worn by the chief officers of the king's house
hold; also badges belonging to the different orders of 
knighthood. All these are occasionally found on the 
monuments, and buildings of those who were entitled to 
display them. 

A Yery interesting series of such devices, used by the 
family of De V ere, is recorded in MS. No. 4, of the 
Society of Antiquaries . This is a miscellaneous volume in 
12mo., containing Reraldical Collections, and Trickings of 
numerous Coats of Arms from Church Windows, &c, in 
th1s and other counties, apparently collected about 1590, 
by one William Tyllotson. The following is a transcript 
from fo . 245 :-

" In H enningham Oastell upon the wall are engTaven over adore 
all theis badges of the E. of Oxford. 

1. A un mollet sur llll escocheon. 
2. A une bore under an oken tree. 
3. A un Maryner's whistell w1h a double chayne. 
4. A un [ here is given a drawing of an instrument like No. lV., 

below, J desus le garter de St. George. 
5. A un bull stand. pastts. 
6. A un chayre wth an open back letb ered w1h 2 cofhins one at the 

back, 2d in ye feat. 
7. An angel or cherub wth man's face le wings displayed, eagle 

leggs and clawes in ceo in my lein une molet 5 pts. 
8. An antelope fegant gardant fore parte leggs & claws of an eagle 

bynder par t !eggs and feet of an oxe." 

This passage has already been noticed in the Transactions 
of the Essex Archmological Society, Vol. I., page 88, but 
it is not generally known that a similar series of devices is 
now to be seen in the hood moulding of a square headed 
window on the west side of the tower of Castle R edingham 
Church. These have probably been taken from an earlier 
building. 

It is stated in Muilman's History of Essex, that this 
tower was built A.D. 1612. It will be seen that one of 
the devices (No. IV.) is surrounded with the garter, and 
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consequently that, and presumably the other badges, were 
probably carved before the tower was built; because Henry 
De V ere, the 18th Earl, who was living at the time of its 
erection, was not a knight of that order. Again, the 
device No. VII., at present occupies the last place in the 
series. If this was, as is conjectured below, one of the 
supporters of the De V ere arms, its position should be on 
the left of some other charge, as the figure is drawn looking 
towards the right. And further, the joints of the stones 
on which these devices ai·e carved lead us to the same con
clusion, viz., that some earlier work has been utilised in 
building this tower. The arrangement of the stones 
is given in the accompanying sketch. The Arabic numerals 
refer to the present order of the stones ; the Roman to the 
several devices so numbered in the following remarks-

1 2 3 4 5 

I I o o I o o I o o c[J I 
III. IV. I. II. V. VI. VII. 

It will be seen that if the stones, Nos. 2 and 3 be trans
posed, the order of the devices becomes the same as that 
given in the MS. The joint between Nos. 4 and 5 
occurs in the middle of the VIIth device. No. 5 has 
evidently been shortened, the size of the window not 
permitting space for the introduction of No. VIII, which 
is accordingly now lost. It is therefore extremely probable 
that we have here the same carvings that in Elizabeth's 
time were over a door in the castle. And this may help 
us to form an approximate guess at their date. 

Because Leland, in his Itinerary, says:-'' Mr. Sheffield 
told me that afore the old Earle of Oxford's tyme that cam 
yn with K. Henry the VII., the Castelle of Hengham was 
yn much ruine, so that the building that now ys there, was 
yn a maner of this old Erle's building." These works were 
no doubt completed before the visit of Henry VII. to 
Hedingham in 149B; and it is probable that these carvings 
were then in existence, and. were of the date of John, the 
13th Earl. 
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No. 1, a silver mullet, or star of five 
points, is one of the badges of the De 
Veres. It is a charge taken from the 
arms of the family, which are:
Quarterly gules and or in the first 
quarter a mullet argent. In Leland's 
Itinerary (VI. p. 40) a romantic story 

is told to account for this charge : " In the year _ of our 
Lord 1098, Corborant, Admiral of the Soudan of Perce 
(i.e. Sultan of Persia), was fought with at .A.ntioche and 
discumfited by the Christianes. The night cumming on yn 
the chace of this Bataile, and waxing dark, the Christianes 
beyng 4 Miles from .A.ntioche, God willin.g the saufte of 
the Christianes, shewid a white Starre or Molette of fyve 

, points on the Christen Host, which to every mannes sighte 
did lighte and arrest upon the standard of .A.lbry_ the 3rd, 
there shyning excessively.'' 

This mullet, however, was no doubt a mark of cadency ; 
perhaps adopted by Robert De V ere the 3rd Earl of Oxford, 
who died122l. It appears on his seals, and on his monument 
at Hatfield Broad Oak. He probably bore it as a younger 
son of the first Earl, and retained it after his accession to 
the Earldom, upon his elder brother's death. Thenceforth 
it was borne by all his descendants. This badge is fre
quently found on houses and churches in this county, and 
Suffolk. It is worked in freestone built into a wall of 
faced flint on Earls Oolne tower; it is painted ou the north 
east buttress of the Wentworth Chapel in Gosfield Church; 
it is carved in stone panels over the clerestory windows of 
Castle Hedingham Church, on the font of Little Y eldham 
Church, and on a wooden beam of a house in Earls Oolne 
Sti'eet. It is to be seen on the tower, and numerous parts 
of Lavenham Church, Suffolk ; and is frequently found in 
combiJ;J.aticn with other badges or devices of the family.
( See Figs. 2, 8, 9, and Nos. IV. and V.)- In the chancel 
of Great Bentley Church there are two or three tiles with 
the Bourcb.ier knot uniting two mullets. (Fig, 1.) This 
arrangement doubtless commemorates the marriage of 
William :Bourchier, son and heir of Henry, Earl of Essex, 
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witb Elizabeth, one of the daughters of John De V ere, 
12th Earl of Oxford. 

Drayton in his account of the battle of Barnet, fo1-1ght 
Easter Day, 14 71, attributes the defeat of the Lancastrians 
to a mistake made by the Earl of W <trwick:s men ; who, in 
the morning mist, thinking that the mullet borne by the 
Earl of Oxford's retainers, was the Yorkist badge of the 
sun in splendour,* shot at their friends, who, suspecting 
treachery, cried "Treason," and fled from the :field. 

John De V ere the 13th Earl of Oxford, whose active 
exertions, on this and other occasions, on behalf of the 
Lancastrian party, reduced his family to such straits that 
his Countess had to earn a living with her needle, after
wards led the van of the Lancastrian army at the battle of 
Bosworth, 22nd Aug. 1485; which decisive engagement 
placed the Tudors on the throne. His services in the 
cause were hardly requited as we ruight have expected. 
The story of Henry VIIth's visit to the Earl at his castle 
at Hcdingham, 6-11 Aug., 1498, is well known, but as it 
has some reference to the present subject, it may be re
peated in the words of Lord V erulam : "At the King's 
going away the Earl's servants stood in their livery coats, 
with cognizances, ranged on both sides, and made a lane. 
The King called the Earl to him and said, 'My Lord, I 
have heard much of your hospitality, but I see it is greater 
than the speech. These handsome gentlemen and yeomen, 
which I see on both sides of me, are sure your menial 
servants.' The Earl smiled and said, ' It may please your 
Grace, that were not for mine ease ; they are most of them 
my retainers, that are come to do me service at such a time 
as this, and .chiefly to see your Grace.' The King started 
a little, and said, ' By my faith, my Lord, I thank you for 

* 'I his Yorkist badge is alluded to in the opening lines of Sbakespere's K. Ricbd. III.
" Now is the ''inter of .our discontent 
Made glorious summer by this Sun of York." 

It is said by some to have been adopted by King Edward IV. after the battle of 
Mm-timer' s 01·oss :-

" Dazzle mine eyes, or do I sec three suns? ..... . . . 
Now are ihey but one lamp, one light, one sun."-

K. H E NRY VI., Part III. Act IJ. Scene I. 
The sun in splendour was, however, one of the badges of Richard I I. 
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your good cheer, but I may not endure to have my laws 
broken in my sight. ~Iy attorney must speak with you.' 
And it is said that the Earl compounded for no less than 
15,000 marks ( £1 0, 000) for this offence against the statute 
of retainers.' ' 

No. II., a Boar. At Earls Colne Priory 
are the remains of some monuments of 
the Earls of Oxford. The most ancient 
is probably that of Robert De Vere the 
5th Earl, who died A.D. 1296. The 
figure is in mail, and cross- legged ; the 

feet rest on a boar. The same animal, borne on a cap of 
maintenance, was the Crest of the family. On the monument 
of Richard de V en~, K.G., the 11th Earl of Oxford, at Earls 
Colnc Priory, the head of the effigy rests on the tilting 
helm, whereon, with its mantling, is this crest. In St. 
Osyth's Church the boar crest is placed at the feet of the 
effigy of Elizabeth, daughter of John De V ere, the 15th 
Earl, wife of Thomas, Lord Darcy of Chich; and it occupirs 
a similar position in Framlingham Church, on the tomb of 
her sister, Frances, wife of H enry Howardr K.G., Earl of 
Suney. 

The Boar was also used, with the Harpy, as one of the 
Supporters of the De V ere, arms ; sometimes, however, as 
on the monument at Castle Hedingham to the 15th Earl, 
an antelope was substituted for it. 

It was also adopted as one of the family badges. In this 
form ~t is carved over the clerestory window of Castle 
Hedingham Church, alternately with the mullet. So also 
on the cornice of the roof of the south aisle of Lavenham 
Church, and on either spandrel of the south porch door. 
Other examples occur on the roof of the south aisle, Siblc 
Hedingham Church, and over the west door of Chelmsford 
Church. 

In the Museum at Chelmsford a wooden boss is nreserved 
which was originally in the ceiling of a room of th""e "Black 
Boy " Inn in that town. This house may have been a 
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. resting place of the family in their journeys from Heeling
ham, Earls Colne, or Great Bentley, to London. On this 
boss is carved a bonr, surrounded by a circular ribbon 
charged with seven mullets. (Fig.; 'f.) 2 

Mrs. F. Bury Palliser, in "Historic Devices, Badges, 
and War Cries, '' says "Robert De V ere, Duke of Ireland, 
the favourite of Richard IT, is designated by the poet 
Gower, by his Badge of the Boar. Toward the end of the 
street of St. Mary Axe, in London, stood the mansion of 
Richard V ere, 11th Earl of Oxford, in the time of Henry V. 
A tradesman's token exists ' at the Bleu Boore without 
Bishopsgate,' and Stowe speaks of John De V ere, the 16th 
Earl, riding into the city to his house by London Stone, 
with eighty gentlemen in a livery of Reading tawney, and 
chains of gold about their necks, before him, and one 
hundred tall yeomen in the like livery to follow him; with
out chaines; but all having his cognizance of the Blew 
Bore embroydered on their left shoulder." 

In a MS. in the Herald's College, marked I.. 2, compiled 
between the years 1510 and 1525, containing a description 
of the Standards borne in the field by Peers and Knights, 
in the reign of Henry VIII., the standard of ." Sir John 
V ere, Knyght, Erryll of Oxinford," is divided into three 
parts by two motto bends. In the first compartment is a 
boar statant azure, armed, unguled, and bristled or, charged 
with a crescent argent; between three mullets of the last 
each charged with a crescent azure. In the second com
partment, ·two; and in the third, three like mullets 
differenced by the crescent. This was probably . the 
standard of the 15th " ·Earl of Oxford'' before his 
accession to the Earldom in 1526, when, being descended 
from a second son of the 11th Earl, he bore the crescent 
as a mark of cadency. 

The boar was a rebus on the family name; the Latin 
word fo r the animal being " V erTes," and its French 

· equivalent " Ven·at." The mottoes of the family " Vero 
nihil verius," and . '' Verite vient," were evidently assu'ned 
in a similar spirit. See also Nos. IV. and V. 
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No. III., a Whistle and Chain. In 
the Heralds' Coll . .l\f.S Vincent 172 
fo . 186, this badge is drawn like a fig. 3 
In Harl. MS. 1073, fo . 73, four badges 
of the De V eres are " trickek," viz. the 
jack (No. IV.), the mullet, a chair (Fig. 
6 ), and a device similar to this, but 

the instrument instead of being placed horizontally, is 
dra w:o. erect, and resembles a white flask with a blue 
cord (Fig. 4 ). 0-.,-er the two last badges are the words
"Theife two he hath by the Chamberlaynshipp " It 
seems probable, then, that this was an official badge ; 
but whether it was that of the Lord Great Chamberlain 
requires further investigation. In the Society of Anti
quaries' NJ S., this emblem is called "a mariner's whistle.'' 
This is now borne on board ship by the boatswain only, 
but formerly was used by captains and commanders of 
vessels, and was frequently mentioned by mariners in their 
wills. Mr. H. Vil. King, the Honorary Secretary of our 
Society, has kindly supplied me with two instances of such 
bequests. Samuel Mower, of Leigh, Essex, Mariner, 1616, 
gives "To my son Robert, my seal ring of gold, and my 
silver and gilt whistle, one silver beaker, and a silver bowl 
which was my grandmother Browne's.'' He was a well
to-do merchant captain, and' his family obtained a baronetcy 
in the person of Sir Samuel Moyer, who was raised to that 
rank 25th March, 1701. Again Richard Han·is, of Leigh 
Mariner, by will dated and proved 1628, gives "To my 
sons Richard and William all my apparel, sea-plots, books, 
and instruments, with my rings and whistle and silver 
plate belonging to the sea." H e was of the "Navy Royal," 
and an Elder Brother of the Trinity House · It may be 
taken for granted then that the whistle was wom and used 
by sea captains, even of high rank, and would therefore 
be a very appropriate emblem for the Lord High Admiml, 
an appqintment held by the 13th Earl of Oxford, with the 
Lord Great Ohamberlainship. Moreover Mrs. F. Bury 
Palliser (Historic Devices, &c., p. 295) states that when 
'Vm. FitzWilliam, K.G., Earl of Southampton, in 1537, 
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received the Lady Anne of Cleves, at Calais, he "bore 
suspended to a golden chain, a whistle of gold, set with 
precious stones, such as was then used by officers of the 
highest rank in communicating orders.'' This Earl of 
Southampton, was also Lord High Admiral. And this fact 
might fairly lead to the inferencA that the whistle was the 
badge of that officer of state. There were however other 
emblems so used, for in the same book we read that " tlte 
anchor he (the Earl of Southampton). bore as Lord High 
Admiral, remains sculptured in the ceiling at Cowdray 
House, Sussex, which he built." And in some of the 
windows of Lavenham Church, which are apparently of 
the date of the 13th Earl of Oxford, together with the 
chair of estate of the Lord Great Chamberlain, there are 
representations of afire-beacon, which was probably intended 
to symbolize his office of Lord High Admiral, because it is 
stated in Harl. MS. 304 that " a cresset with burning fire 
is a badge of the Admyralyte.'' 

On the whole it seems likely that the emblem of the 
whistle, as here carved, was a symbol of the office of Lord 
High Admiral ; at the same time it may have been used 
as an emblem of authority by persons in command, not 
only on the sea, but on land ; and consequently borne by 
other chief officers of the king's household. In the absence 
of further information, it is perhaps undesirable to express 
a decided opinion on the matter. 

It has been stated above that this badge as given in 
Harl. MS. 1073, resembles a white flask with a blue cord 
(Fig. 4), and a question arises, was this the same device 
as that represented in Fig. 3. In some verses, supposed 
to have been written about 1449, describing the state of 
political parties at that period, various prominent characters 
are alluded to by their badges; and the value of the verses 
is enhanced by interlineations of the names of the persons 
referred to, inserted in a contemporary hand, over their 
respective cognizances, thereby supplying a useful key to 
their meaning. Two of the lines read as follows :-

Dowslllt 
'rhe \ Vater Bowge and the W yne bottell 

Pmo1t oF SEINT J on' rs 
·with the Vetturlocks cheyne beii fast. 
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By the water bowge, reference is made to Henry Lord 
Bourchier. and Earl of Ewe in Normandy; who, in 1446, 
was created Viscount Bourchier; and in 1461, made Earl 
of Essex. By the wine bottle and chain is poss:lbly meant 
some member of the family of De Vere, more than one 
member of which held the office of Prior of the Hospital 
of St. John of Jerusalem in England. 

If the wine bottle was one of the De V ere badges, it 
appears to ~ave been used by the Prior of St. John's before 
the date of the 13th Earl. There can be no doubt 
that the badge, as carved at Castle Hedingham, and figured 
in the :M:S. at the Heralds' College, is intended to represent 
a wlzistle; and if in Figs. 3 and 4 we have examples of 
two distinct devices, the close resemblance their outlines 
present is certainly very remarkable. 

No. IV. This device in the Castle 
Hedingbam series is surrounded by a 
garter, and was probably adopted by 
John De Vere, the 13th Earl, who was 
a Knight of that honourable order. It 
occurs, without the garter, together 
with other badges of the De Veres, in 

the Clerestory windows of Lavcnham Church, and is 
carved on the south door of the same church in conjunction 
with the boar and mullet. (See F.ig. 9.) 

In one of . the quarries of a south window of Springfield 
Church the same instrument is depicted. A representation 
of this is given in Fig. 8, from a drawing, kindly supplied 
by :M:r. F. Chancellor, of Chelmsford. This drawing 
agrees so closely with a tracing in a MS , belonging to 
J. J. Cm·wardine, Esq., of Colne Priory, that it is probable 
they were both copied from the same glass. The tracing 
in Mr. Carwardine's MS., is stated to have been taken 
from an example formerly in . the Mansion House of the 
Earls of Oxford, called Hall Place, which formerly stood 
near the south-west corner of the Churchyard at Earls 
Colne. 
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The instrument is a windlass used for bending the 
arblast or crossbow. Examples are figured in Meyrick's 
".Antient ArmouT," by Skelton; and in I3outell's " Arms 
and Armour." Fig. 7 is from a specimen now in the 
British Museum. For the purpose of compaTison, the 
instrument has been sketched in the same position as that 
shown in the Springfield window. 

This windlass was called in French a " .Moulinet, '' in 
Latin "Vicea," but was probably known by a more familiar 
name by English owners. What that name was may per
haps be mrmised by referring to Fig. 10, whicb. appears 
to represent a variation of the same device. This drawing 
i& copied from a MS. in the Herald's College, called 
"Vincent 172, fo. 18b." The mechanical principle of the 
two instruments is the same. .A lever handle, or crank, 
work a system of wheels and pinions which act upon a 
cogged bar. In the one case the power called into action 
is used for pulling, in the other for lifting ; but as far as 
the purposes of the device are concerned this is of small 
importance. The instrument given in Fig. 10, is probably 
a variation of that in Fig. 11 ; the latter is called a jack, a 
lifting jack, or timber jack; and it is suggested, in the 
absence of a better explanation, that this device was a 
re bus for the Christian name of John De V ere, Knight, 
the 13th Earl, who appears to have adopted it. 

No V. .An ox crossing a ford. This 
is obviously a rebus on the title, as in 
the 15th and 16th centuries the Earls of 
Oxford signed their names "Oxinford ., 
or " Oxynforde.'' In Archreolog. Vol 
XII., p. 410, an account, with an en
graving, is given of two hawks' rings, 

found ne11r Castle Hedingham, with the inscription "Ox
en-for-de." .A similar rebus was adopted for the arms of 
the City of Oxford, which Burke blazons :-argent an ox 
gules armed and hoofed or passing a ford of water in base 
p.wper. 
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No. VI., a Chair of Estate, is recorded 
as one of the Badges of the De V eres 
in Her. Coll. MS. Vincent, 172, fo. lSb. 
And in Harl. MS. 1073 it is expressly 
stated that it was borne for the Cham
berlainship. The office of Lord l:l-reat 
Chamberlain was held by this family 

from the early part of the 12th Century till 1625. 
Thorns, in his "Book of the Court," does not give many 
particulars as to the special functions of this High 
Office. It appears that on the coronation day, before the 
king rises, it is the duty of this officer to carry to him 
his shirt and wearing apparel; and in France one of his 
privileges was to recline at the king's feet whenever he 
held a " Lit de Justice'' and "Trone royal.'' Perhaps it 
was with reference to this privilege that the chair of estate 
was adopted as an emblem by the Lord Great Chamberlain. 
This badge, no doubt, has been seen at many a court 
pageant, and on many occasions when the king was sur
rounded by his chief officers of state. Leland (Coll. V. 234) 
records one such occasion in which the 13th Earl of Oxford 
took part; and as the passage gives the "style accustomede '' 
of this Earl, a portion of it may be here inserted: -'' On 
Newe Yere's Day (1 486) the King (Henry VII.) dyuede 
in his Chamber and gave Largesse," as did many others, 
and inter alios, " Item, the Erle of Oxinforde gave xx.s. 
and he was cryede, 'J.argesse de noble et puissant le counte 
d'Oxinforde, Marquis de Develyn, Vicount de Bulbik, et 
Seigneur de Scales, Graunde Chaumbrelayn et admirall 
d'Angleter, Largesse.' Item my Lady his Wyff, xx.s. 
and she was cryede, 'Largesse de noble et -puissant Dame 
la Countesse d'Oxinford, Marquise de Develyn, Vicountesse 
de Bulbik, et Dame de Scales.' " 

In Sylvanus Morgan's Armilogia (p. 227) the emblems 
of the Lord Great Chamberlain, are stated to be "the keys 
of the Kingdom,_ and the White Staff." The arms of 
Bm·tie, within the garter, and ensigned with two keys 
crossed, and a staff are there marshalled for Montague 
Bm·tie, K.G., second Earl of Lindsey, Lord Great Cham-
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berlain. This office had been claimed and obtained by his 
father Robert lOth Baron Willoughby de Eresby, K.G, 
in right of his mother, Mary. dau. of John de V ere, Earl 
of Oxford, and aunt and heir of the whole blood of Henry, 
18th Earl of Oxford. 

"The Chair of Estate" occurs frequently in the windows 
of Lavenham Church. The back cushion is there drawn 
higher than in the example at Hedingham. See Fig. 5, 

No. VII., a Harpy, Of this device 
the wing only remains. The Harpy 
was one of the Supporters of the arms 
of De V ere. These emblems were used 
originally not merely as ornaments, but 
adopted for some special reason which 
would make their selection appropriate, 

either as aids to the easy recognition of the armorials 
displayed, or to assert some territorial claim, or as a 
recognition of feudal service or alliance. 

Sylvanus M01·gan (Armilogia, 165) says,-" To bear a 
Bird with a Woman's face, as the Earl of Oxford cloth, 
and likewise the families of Astley and Moodys, cloth 
denote men of subtile and renigmatical wits, who prevail 
more in theu· minds then bodies." This explanation is 
more fanciful than satis factory. , In Harl. MS. 304 fo. 12b 
it is stated that " The Egle Russter wth a maydens hed, 
about hyr neke a crowne or, her legs belly gold, is the 
bage of the mannor of \>Vuysborow." There are in this 
county two parishes named Great and Little Wigborough 
respectively. In the former is a manor called Mulsham, 
which, from an· early date, was held of the honour of Castle 
Hedingham by one knig):tt's fee. It is possible that the 
Harpy of the De Veres commemorates that ancient feudal 
connection. At the same time this explanation cannot be 
regarded as altogether satisfactory : as, first, the V ere 
Harpy has no crown about her neck ; and secondly, the 
manor of Mulsham in Wigborough, is not necessarily the 
manor alluded to in the MS. under the name of Wuysborow. 

No. VIII., now lost, was an Heraldic Antelope. This 
was another Supporter of the De V ere arms. They useci 
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originally a blue boar and a harpy, but on the Tower of 
Earls Colne Church the arms of the 15th Earl are supported 
by two antelopes. On the Tomb of the same Earl in 
Castle Hedingham Church the supporters are the harpy 
and antelope. It is not known when the antelope was 
first adopted. Possibly the change was made about the 
time of King Richard IlL, one of whose badges was a 
white boar (Harl. MS. 304, fo. 12). Henry V. and some 
of his successors used a white antelope as one of then· 
badges ( llarl. MS. 304, ibid.). The boar supporter of the 
De Veres may therefore have been laid aside by the 13th 
Earl as bearing too great a resemblance to the Yorkist 
badge; and the antelope assumed to mark his adherence to 
the Lancastrian cause. 

If the explanation given above of the meaning of these 
carvings is correct, it will be seen that we have here three 
rebuses,-on the Christian name, Surname and Title, 
respectfully, of John de V ere, K.G., 13th Earl of Oxford; 
three Badges,-viz., that of his household, and of his 
Offices of Lord Great Chamberlain, and Lord High 
Admiral; and one of the Supporters of his coat of arms,----:
the other having been lost when the Stones were moved . 
from the Castle, and built into their present position on 
the Church Tower. 

It would be difficult to record the name. and dignities 
of that Earl in a more picturesque or efficient manner, as 
doubtless when these stones were carved the meaning of 
the several symbols was understood perfectly well by every 
one who looked upon them : and th\3 series of devices 
shows us how readily this branch of heraldry may be made 
subservient to descriptive and decorative purposes, when 
treated with judgment and taste by men well versed in 
the true spirit of that science. 



ST. LEONARD'S CHURCH, THE HYTHE, 

COLCHESTER. 

By the REv. F. J. MANNING, D.D. 

This part of the town is, as its name indicates, the Port 
of Colchester. There still remain in the Hythe large and 
interesting old houses, some of them till very recently 
having been occupied as the residence of the chief 
merchants. One of the earliest movements on the part of 
the Parliamentarian Army in the siege of Colchester was 
an attack upon the Hythe, with a view to wrest from the 
Royalists its warehouses, which were believed to be fully 
stored with grain and ammunition. The attack, which 
was at once successful, was conducted by Colonel \Vhalley. 
A stouter resistance was made at St. Leonard's Church, 
the tower and roof of which were occupied by Royalist 
soldiers, but the Church was eventually taken by storm 
after a hard fight of more than an hour's duration. The 
H ythe and its Church stand without the walls, so that they 
formed together an important military position. 

Besides the merchants' houses above alluded to, there 
stood formerly, opposite to the Church, where now four Ted 
brick cottages have been erected, the old Rectory, a quaint 
building, with gable ends. 

St. Leonard's Church dates from the 14th and 15th 
centuries, the North aisle being of the former, and the 
South aisle of the latter, period. The roof of the nave 
evidently rose originally fro~ the arcades of the aisles, the 
marks being still appar~:Jnt on the interior wall of the 
tower. The clerestory and existing roof belong to the 15th 
century. The date of the great East window is about A.D. 
1450; but the north and the south windows in the 
Sa01·arium, belong to the 14th century, and the Piscina is 
of the same date. The west window of the north aisle, 
belonging to the 14th century, is especially interesting, the 
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five openings in the tracery work being said to represent 
the five wounds of om Lord. There are only a few 
windows of the same character to be met with. 

There is a very remarkable deflection from the line of 
the nave in the orientation of the chancel. The old 
chancel roof was wainscotted, and on the boards were 
painted according to Morant, "the patriarchs and ancestors 
of Jesus Christ, according to the genealogies in S. Matthew 
and 8. Luke." In the Sacrarium there is a very fine 
hagioscope, and the old piscina still remains, and on the 
north side, communicating with the Vestry, is a small 
openiug or low wiodow, such as is more usually to be 
found on the south side. The stone recess now used as a 
Credence, formed the Piscina of the north Chapel, from 
which it was removed at the same time that the doorway 
opening from the Vestry into the Sam·arium was close~, 
and the doorway and door placed in the east wall of the 
north Chapel, which was broken for the pmpose. An 
altar evidently stood under the east window, which appears 
to have been lifted almost into the roof for the purpose of 
admitting it. The same was the case in the south or Lady 
Chapel. In the recent restoration of that window it has 
been restored to its original position in the wall. The old 
Pi.:;cina of the Lady Chapel still remains. The very dis
tinct traces of the rood loft, with the staircase approaching 
it, which is to be seen in the north Chapel behind the 
organ, the doorway opening in the chancel wan; and the 
carved stone heads, on which the rood loft must have 
rested, are worthy of note. The only remains of the old 
oak screen are to be found in what now forms the back of 
the Choir stalls on the south side. 

1n the north chapel there is .the indent of an old brass, 
and there was formerly the stone lid of a small coffin, 
which has been removed into the Lady Chapel. 

The roofs of the two aisles deserve attention, as well 
as the capitals of the columns on either side, the respective 
differences indicating the difference of date. At the 
eastern end of the roof of the northern aisle may be 
observed the remains of ornamentation in colour. There 

Xl 
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are also two old bosses remaining in the roof. Traces of 
pattern in ornamentation are still found on the north wall 
of the SaCI·arium, and on the east wall of the south or Lady 
Chapel. Mural decoration was a]so found round the 
hagioscope ; and it is said that there have been discovered 
traces of three different ornamentations in colour under 
each other in the chancel. These are believed to be the 
work of the monks of St. John's Abbey, the original 
patrons of the Church. On the suppression of that house, 
it passed into the hands of the Crown, to which it still 
pays a Quit Rent or Fee Farm Rent of five shillings per 
annum. The patronage is now vested in Balliol College, 
Oxford. 

One of the most interesting features of the Church is 
the beautiful old oak open roof of the nave. Though it is 
much shorn of its ornaments, there still exist five carved 

_ figures in oak, evidently the remains of a series of twelve 
which once ornamented the hammer-beams. These are, 
however, detached from their original position, and are 
preserved in the tower. They were once placed in the 
Parvise or chamber over the porch, with their heads 
leaning out of the window. This gave rise to a story sti1l 
current in the Hythe, that four robbers being detected in 
stealing the Church plate, were condemned to be starved 
to death in the chamber over the porch; and that, plead
ing for mercy to the passers by, they moved the compassion 
of a baker, who threw them up a loaf, and for this act of 
mercy was condemned to share their fate. The five 
figures were supposed to be the petrified bodies of these 
offenders. It is doubtful whether some of the elder 
"Hythen '' do not still cherish this belief. Between each 
of these carved figures at the hammer beams there was 
formerly a carved head of an angel with wings. None of 
these are left. 

The old font does not exist. The present font was -
presented to th~ Church by the then Rector, the Rev. F. 
Curtis, in 1840, having been purchased from the old Church 
of East Donyland. It superseded a very shabby structure, 
which to avoid desecration was buried in the north Chapel. 
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In the old accounts of the churchwardens and overseers 
(A.D. 1662), occur the following charges:- · 

" for bricks for a funt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 0 4 0 
for making the funt ............... , 1 10 0 
for cullering the funt ......... , , , . . . . 7 0 
for the funt cover . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 0 
for the funt cover cullering . . . . . . . . . . 14 0 " 

The porch has been well restored, with the chamber 
above it. The decayed stone work of the old doorway, and 
the old oak door itself, are very interesting. 

The proportions of the tower are sadly marred by the 
fact of the soil of the churchyard having been raised to the 
height of the old weflt door by the burials of successive 
generations. There are two beautiful niches in the 
buttresses, with other interesting external features. 
Allusion has already been made to mistakes which have 
been committed in dealing with this fine old Church. The 
upper storey of the tower is the monument of a crime. 
The tower had fallen in, when the churchwardens of about 
60 years ago undertook to restore it. They erected the 
present hideous superstructure of red brick; and finding that 
the cost exceeded the funds in hand by £70, they sold one of 
the finest bells to supply the deficiency. 

There are now five old bells of particularly sweet tone. 
They bear the following inscriptions:-

1. "Wm. Rowght Tho Mathew Qh Wd'. Tho Thornton Fecit 
1719. Remember my sound." 

2. "Tho. Gardiner did me cast, I will sing· his Praise to the 
Last. 1755. 

3, "In Multis Annis resonet Oampana Johannis." 

A hell of the 15th century. 
4. John Kirby William Slinger 0. W. T. G. Fecit" 1755." 
5. " Sit nomen Domini Benedictum." 

A bell of the 15th century. 
[6. A deep Bass Bell~Sold-" Old Gray made me."] 

EXTRACTS FROM pARISH ACCOUNTS. 

The accounts and entries are not always in consecutive 
order. The marks used by persons who could not write 
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are various and fanciful. In some instances they are the 
· initials of their names in printing type, thus

H enry H Alliston 
his mark 

John X P. Planter 
Benjamin B Howlett 

In A.ug. 20, 1641, when some more than ordinary 
repairs were ordered at a parish meeting, the Minutes 
were signed by eight persons-

'' Guil. J enkyn * 
" Philip Alien } Oh h d " G :ff W bb urc war ens eo rey e 

then follow eight other signatures and marks, the last 
representing a Key. 

Other entries are-
" 1647. For a Load o:f H ay . . . . .. . . . . 2 0 6" 

This was possibly to litter the Church with. A.t Great 
Leighs there is a blacksmith's shop, and a piece of ground 

• This somewhat celebrated Divine was one of a wealthy Kentish family which came 
into that county from the North of England in the reign of Henry V III. His grand
father was a gentleman of considerable property who resided at Folkestone; his 
father a distinguished Puritan minister of the same name at Sudbury, and his mother a 
daughter of Richard Rogers, of Weathersfield. She remanied to the Rev. Adam 
H arsnett, Rector of Cranham. For more detailed particulars of Mr. Jenkyn, it may 
suffice to refer to Newcourt's Repertorium, Vol. I., p. 320; Athenre Oxon., Vol. II., 
p. 552; Calamy's Nonconformist's Memorial, Ed. by Samuel Palmer, Vol. I., p. 97, 
which con tains his portrait; but the best succinct memoi..r is perhaps that in Davids' 
Annals of Evangelical Nonconformity in E ssex, page 543. Briefly it may be stated 
frvm these authorities that he was educated at Cambridge, where he graduated with 
distinction; became fu·st Lectmer at S . Nicholas, London; was admitted Rector of S. 
Leonard' s, Colchester, 27 Jan., 1640-l. While there he married the daughter of 
Thomas Cawton, Vicar of Wyvenhoe. In Feb. 1642 -3, he became Vicar of Christ 
Church, Newgate Street, London, and resigned S. Leonard's. Soon after he was 
appointed Lecturer of S. Ann's, Black:friars. On the overthrow of the Monarchy he 
declared himself a Royalist, and refusing to observe the " thanksgiving" ordered by 
Parliament, his living was sequestered. H e retir ed to Billericay where he lived six 
months. On his retmn to London he became involved with his father -in-law, and 
others, in Love' s plot, for which he was sent to the Tower, but afterwards liberated. 
On the subsequent deprivation of Feake (a Fifth-monarchist) , who succeeded him at 
Christ Chmch, he was reinstated, but ejected under the Act of Uniformity. Ultimately, 
on being arrested, while holding a " Conventicle," he was committed to N ewgate, and 
died after lying there four months, "where,'' as he said shortly before his death," a 
man might be as effectually murdered as at Tyburn." 

H e was buried at Bunhill Fields, where a tomb was afterwards erected to his 
memory, wi th the following inscription, as printed by Mr. Davids ;-

" In Dom. Guil. J enkyn, 1\1.D.V. Land. Cujus Gratia, inter graves Ecclesire 
procellas, Novopylo i..ncarceratus, Martyr obit. Anno Aetatis lxii.; 1\1nri lii. Dom. 
MDCLXXXIV.'' 
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left to the parish to find rushes in the summer, and pea 
straw in winter to litter the Church, and the practice was 
followed out as late as 1826. 

In the same year 1647, there is an entry 
" For setting up the State Arms 

1660. 22nd Sep. " For to get out the State Arms 
1661. "For the Kinges Arms .... . . 

"For (illegible) . .......... . 
'' For the Frame ... ..... . . . . 

1662. There is a charge £or Perambulation £or 
Rogation weeke ...... . .......•... 

1665. March 27. 2 Sydesmen were appointed. 

14 6 
1 0 

2 10 0 
10 4 
11 6 

2 6 4 

A doubt having arisen as to the accuracy of the contraction "In Dom.," by the 
comtesy of Dr. Francis Collins, of the Charter House, we have been favoured with a 
copy of the inscription as it at present appe':Lrs. Dr. Collins found that the original 
Latin inscription no longer exists, but has eVIdently been translated and re -cut (probably 
in.1715), and other inscriptions in memory of some of William Jenkyn's descendants 
subsequently added. Admitting the accuracy of the translation, the words" In Dom.'' 
are evidently an erroneous reacting. 

A few words and figures in the extant inscription, which is as follows, are very 
indistinct. 

SACRED 
To the remains of William J enkyn, 
Minister of the Gospel, who dming 
the heavy Storms of the Church was 

imprisoned in N ewgate, Died a 
Marytr in the 72nd year of his age 

and 52 of his Ministry, in 1684; 
And of his Daughter, Mrs. Anne Gurdon, 

Bis son-in-law Mr. George Scott, 
With his Son Mr. William Scott, 

Mrs. Elizabeth * * * ce? 
His only Surviving Relative 

The sister 1 of William Scott? I * " * ? 
caused a Stone I to be erected ? I 
on this Spot at her own Expense 

in 1715. 
In Memory of " " " * "? 

Mr. Richard Scott, Sarah his Wife, 
and Seven ChildTen ; 

Also of William Bruce (?) 
Who Died 28th Nov., 1772, Aged 60 yeares, 

and four of his Children 
Who died in their Infancy; 

Also Sarah the Daughter of 
Mr. Richard Scott, 

and Widow of Mr. William Bruce, 
Who died, 1788, aged 70 (?)years ; 

also Richard their Son, 
Who died 20 (?) November, 1828 (?) aged 79 years; 

Also H annah, Wife of Miles Bm·kitt, 
of Hackney, Died 18 September, 1815, 

aged 65 years; 
Also Miles Burkitt, Esq., Died, 
10 Nov., 1851, Aged 88 years. 

It seems probable that the representatives of William J enkyn, in the female line are 
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This is the first notice of the appointment of Sydesmen. 
The last notice of a similar appointment occurs in 1668. 

The Registers begin as follows :-
Baptisms 1582 } 

earlier pages ap
pear to be lost. 

Marriages 1559, Burials 1559 . 

Previously to the Reformation, there were two Chantries 
(to chant Mass for the souls of the Founders) in this Church. 
1. Peter Barwick's Chantry, founded towards the end of Edward 

IV's reign for the maintenance of a Priest during the term of 
90 years t<J sing Mass in the Parish Church of S. Leonard, and 
to help to serve the cure. 

2. Edmuncl Harmanson's Chantry, founded towards the beginning 
of Henry the VIII's reign, for the maintenance of one P riest 
to sing Mass inS. Leonard's Church, and to help to serve the 
Cure. After the dissolution of this Chantry th e Bailiffs and 
Commonalty of the Borough of Colchester purchased the Lands 
and Tenements wherewith it was endorsed. 

Four Obits [foundations for Masses to be yearly celebrated on the 
anniversary of the date o£ a person's death J were endowed in 
this Church. 

CHARITIES. 
1. A piece of ground called " Knave's Ac-re, " was left to the 

Parish , the r ent of which is applied by the Churchwardens to 
the purpose of supplying a Penny Roll on New Year's Day to 
every unmanied person in the Parish. 

2. " J Mv-is' Chardy." The sum of £100 was left to the Church
wardens in 1840 by Charles Barker J arvis, of ColcheBter, 
Merchant, the interest to be laid out in the pmchase of coals, 
to be distributed by them to poor sailors, inhabitants of the 
Parish, yearly on the F irst day of January . 

now the Burkitt family, who descended :from the Rev. Miles Burkitt, of S. Edmund 
Hall, Oxford, who became Vicar of Pateshall, Northamptonshire and was at first a 
rigid conformist, but afterwards a bitter Puritan, and was intruded into the Rectory of 
Ritcham, in Su:ffolk, during the Great Rebellion, but displaced by a suit at law at the 
Hestoration, when the former Royalist Rector was resto red to his benefice. (See 
Walker' s "Su:fferings of the Clergy," and Calamy's "Nonconformists Memorial " 
Eel. by l'almer). 'J,'wo of his sons werG the Rev. Miles Burkitt, H ead Master of the 
Dedham Grammar School from 1696 to 1700, and from 1700 till his death in 1718, 
Rector of Woodham Fen·is, Essex ; and the Rev. William Burkitt, M .A. the well
known author of the " Exposition of the New Testament," Vicar of Dedham:fJ:om 1692 
till his death in 1703 . Large portraits of these two Divines, the fonner in academicals, 
were in the possession of the late Alexander Horace Burkitt, Esq., F.S.A. The 
Burkitts' claimed a descent from the Protector, through Bridget, daughter of Oliver 
Cromwell and wido..y of General Ireton, who afterwards became the wife of Colonel 
Fleetwood. Through that alliance the" F leetwood Cabinet" (engraved in Gents. :r.fag. 
and Rev. Chas. Badham's Hist. of Sudbury) descended into the possession of Mr . A. 
H . Burkitt. A pair of furniture bellows, beautifully worked by Bridget Cromwell 
came also into Mr. Burkitt' s possession. (Engraved by Mr. Burkitt for the Antiquarian 
Etching Club, in 1852.) 



NOTES OF THE DISCOVERY OF FRAGMENTS 
OF ROMAN POTTERY AT MILL GREEN, 

NEAR FRYERNING. 

By RonERT MILLER 0HRISTY. 

On the 15th of April, 1879, I discovered a quantity of 
pieces of Roman pottery in the bank of a field near the 
southern end of Mill Green, near Fryerning. It was 
evident that the lower part of this bank was undisturbed 
soil which had not been thrown up, but the ditch on 
one side and the level of the fields on both sides had 
gradually become lower, probably through cultivation, 
leaving the bank standing with a stratum containing the 
pieces of pottery exposed in it. This stratum was composed 
of very black earth; it contained a quantity of pot fragments 
and was about 1 foot thick by about 6 or 7 yards long. 

· The layer had evidently once extended further as small 
fragments were strewed about the field on each side. The 
spot in question is only about 10 yards from the edge of 
the Green on which there are many pits, some of which 
may be ancient. There was a considerable quantity of 
pottery in the bank but we could not ascertain exactly 
how much, as it is not altogether desirable to overthrow 
people's hedgebanks. There was however strikingly little 
variety in the nature of that we obtained, it being all of 
a reddish colour, and the pieces seemed all to belong to 
jars or bowls of only one shape-the handles and necks 
of the former and the rims of the latter predominating. 
The shade of colour varied somewhat . . Some fragments 
were blackish in the middle, others were red all through. 
One sort was of a bright red and a soft nature, and fine 
sand had been mixed with the clay. Most of the bowls of 
which we obtained fragments seemed to have had a diameter 
of about a foot, and the top of the rim was flat. One such 
piece that I obtained had a pattern consisting of three 
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ribbon-like strips about half-an-inch broad stuck on the 
outside and all meeting in a point just under the rim. We 
got several portions of the necks of large jars or amphorrn, 
having a diameter at the top of about two inches, with 
portions of handles affixed just below the upper rim. The 
junctions of the handles and the neck had evidently been 
made by a pinch between the finger and thumb ·whilst 
the clay was soft, as the veinings of the finger-tips still 
show, and so plainly on one piece that they look as if it 
had been but recently done. The handles had had lines 
of holes pricked through them with some instrument about 
the size of a knitting needle. On a subsequent visit, I 
obtained the largest piece I have yet seen. It consisted of 
a handle and a part of the side with a portion of the neck 
and rim of a large amphora which must have stood, when 
entire, at least two feet high. The sides seemed remarkably 
thin, not being over a quarter of an inch thick. The 
handle was about five inches long by two-and-a-half inches 
broad, and had three rows of holes pricked clown it. The 
whole seemed to have been washed over with some thin 
reel substance on which a rude pattern, consisting of lines · 
and dots about the size of a mite-piece, had been painted. 
A few other pieces had been treated in the same way. 
The earth in which these fragments were imbedded was 
very black and contained many pieces of burnt wood which 
makes it seem probable that the sherds are the broken 
remains of a burning which took place on the spot. It is 
just possible that somewhere in the immediate neighbomhood 
there are the remains of old kilns similar to those at 
Colchester and Chelmsford. At all events, I think the 
discovery is o£ sufficient interest to deserve a passing record 
in the pages of the Transactions of the Essex Archceological 
Society. 



EXCERPTS FROM ANCIENT WILLS. 

(No. 3.) 

BY H. w. KING. 

The design in printing these excerpts has been sufficiently 
indicated in the introductory communication. In the present, 
and other contributions which may follo.w hereafter, the 
intentions expressed, will, l hope be fulfilled in a greater 
or less degree, and the archteological items prove serviceable 
to the student of ecclesiastical antiquities and ancient 
customs. In this, as in the previous papers, I believe some 
new facts will be disclosed, lost dedications of side chapels, 
chantries and aisles recovered, records of the construction 
of tombs which have since disappeared, and evidence which 
may, perhaps, lead to the correct appropriation of others 
from which the inscription plates have been abstracted. 
Not the least important evidence which has been derived 
from these records has been, in many cases, the establish
ment of the very closely approximate dates of the extensive 
re-building and restoration of parish churches, which, at 
all events in one particular instance, enabled me to trace 
step by step the progress of almost the entire reconstruction 
of one church extending at intervals over a period of eighty 
years. Not in all cases has the evidence been so complete. 
Some extracts may appear somewhat unimportant; they 
will be accepted, of course, at their relative value. 

JOHN" CRALLE ALIAS SuonuRY, ARcHDEACoN OF EssEx. 
Although the bequests which I thought of sufficient 

interest to extract from the Will of this Dignitary do not 
concern this county, yet as he was Archdeacon of Essex, 
and had held several benefices in Essex, they may not . 
perhaps unntly have a place among these excerpts. 

Newcourt gives the following account of him. " John 
Crall alias Sudbury, succeeded in this Archdeaconry May 
16th, 1478; by the name of Sudbury only, he OCClJl'S 

Yl 
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Prebendary of Broomebury, which he resigned in 1444; 
Vicar of Southweld, Nov. t3, 1451, which he resigned in 
1478; Rector of Springfield Boswell, which he resigned 
in 1460. By the name of Crall only he occurs Rector of 
Wethersfield, which he resigned in 1463; and the church 
of S. Magnus, London, Jan. 21, 14 7 4 ; but by the name 
of Sudbury alias Crall, and Crall alias Sudbury he was 
collated to the Prebend of Holborn, March 20, 1463, to 
the church of Ilford Parva, Sept. 6, 1475, and this Arch
deaconry; all fom last preferments became void by his 
death anno 14 7 9. One John Suclbury occms Rector of 
Twinsted, Aug. 14, 1400, Rector of S. Andrew, Undershaft, 
in 1410, and Vicar of Fulham in 1434, [ Reg. Lond.J But 
whether the sa_me with our Archdeacon I am not certain." 

By Will written in Latin dat. 8 Dec., 1479 and prov. 
10 May, 1480, (in which he calls himself John Cralle) he 
made bequests to his church of S. Magnus, in which he 
desired to be buried, of his suit of V cstments for Priest, 
Deacon and Sub-deacon, his Porteous, orders a .Psalter of 
vellum to be made and fastened in the chmch with a 
chain, at his expense. To one John Hedger he bequeathed 
a silver cup gilt, thus expressed in contracted latin in the 
original record:-

Oorpsq' meii sepeliend'. infra cancella ecclie Sci Magni martyris 
iux' pontem London. Item lego ad eccliam vestimenti.i mei.i cum toto 
apparatu diacono et subdiacono p'tin' et unii librii meii voc' portous.* 
Et volo qd executores mei subscripti fieri faciant uuii psalt'm cod. libr' 
imponend' ita qd idem libr' liget' p' quandam cathena in ecclia p'dict', 
cum meis siiptibz. Item lego J ohanni Hedger unii ciphii argenteii 
deauratii. 

CHINGFORD CHURCH. NEW CHANCEL OR CHOIR. 

The following extract from the Will of Benet Harlewyn, 
A.D. 1460, appears to mark the elate of the new building 
of the Chancel of Chingforcl Church, and is therefore of 
special value, as there are very few precisely determined 
dates of architectural work. 

"lego v'sus fabricam noui cancelli siue chori ecclie p'ochialis de 
Shingillord iij•· iiijd·" 

* Portous. Portesse. A Breviary :from the Latin Portiforium (aportando foras). 
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ST. PETER's MALDON. 

John Paget of Maldon by Will dat. 6 Sept. and prov. 
6 Nov. 1529, desires to be buried in the Church of S. 
Peter, before our Blessed Lady there, and says further: 

''I bequeth towardes the building of · oure lady tabernacle in S. 
Peter's churche vju. vj '· viijd. . . . . I bequeth to the building of 
S. Helyn Chapell in Maldon vj"· vj'· viijd·" 

I have not, so far as I remember, met with any previous 
mention of a Chapel of S. Helen in Maldon, which, from 
the expression in the bequest, I infer was not attached to 
a church but a separate structure. 

CHURCH OF WICKHAM, s. PAUL. NEW STEEPLE. 
In A.D. 1505 John Grene, of Wickham Seynt Paul, m 

his will says: 
" I bequeth to the most necessary use and beho:ff and bieldyng a 

newe stepull or rep'acion of the said Church of \Vykh'm xxu·" 

This is a large bequest according to the value of money 
at that date. I do not know this church, but I read in 
M01·ant that the tower is of brick and embattled. It is 
worth considering whether it appears to answer to this 
period in its style. 

EAST RAM CHURCH. 

Agnes Staunton of East Ham, widow, by Will dat. 3rd 
and prov. 20th March, 1526-7, says:-

" My body to be buried in the chauncell of the said Chmche before 
Saint Mary Magdalen, neere vnto my late husband John Staunton." 

No memorial of these interments exists. S. Mary 
Magdalen was the patron saint. For the names of four 
other images in this church see Vol. I. p.l77 N.S. 

S. PETER's, CoLCHESTER. BRASS EFFIGIEs oF VICAR, 1535. 

Richard Camond, Vicar of S. Peter's, Colchester, by 
Will dat. 5 Aug. and prov. 23 Sept., 1535, desires, 

"To be buried in. the chancell of S. Peter's, Colchester, before the 
desk where I have served God, and a stone of marble with a picture 
therein to be provided by the discretion of my executors." 

According to N ewcourt, Richard Camond~ M. A. became 
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Vicar 10 Jan., 1494-5, ancl his successor was appointed 17 
Sept., 1535. The memorial which he ordered to be executed 

. does not now exist. 

BRAINTREE CHURCH. RESTORATION C. 1526. 
John WarneT of S. Michael's, Braintree, Olothworker, 

by Will clat. 10 June ancl prov. 16 Uct., 1526, says:-
,,I give and bequeth to the building and to the works of the Uhurch 

Roof in Branktree aforesaid xl•·" 

We have here no doubt the very closely approximate elate 
of the portion of this structure which the Rev. E. J. Hill, 
in a paper contributed to these Transactions (Vol. v. p 1.36 ), 
rightly ascribed to the reign of Henry Vlli. 

SAFFRON w ALDEN CHURCH. 

In the following extract I am able to add eighteen years 
later testamentary evidence to thatwbich I formerly produced 
of the period over which the extensive re-building of a large 
portion of Saffron Walden church extended.~ Meditated 
as I shewed, in 1497, if not actually then commenced, and 
in progress l508, the present bequest brings us down to 
the year 15'26, five years after the death of the Vicar, John 
Leche, and 12 years prior to the death of Lord Audley to 
w4om the latest portion of the work has been attributed. 
John Pecock of Walden, by Will _dat. 31 Oct. and prov. 9 
Nov., 1526, says therein:-

'' I bequeth to the newe worke in the same churche xx• · and to the 
bretherne of the fraternitie of the holy trinite founded in ihe same 
eh urche xx' · 

" . . . and my body to be buried in the chapell of Saint Nicholas 
wi'n the pishe churche of our blissed lady ·of W alden aforesaid besids 
my pue where I am accustumed to sitt." 

S, ANmmw's, HoRNCHURCH. 

George Reacle, Vjcar of Hornchurch by WilL dat. 23 
Feb., 1530-1 and prov. 2 Mar., 1531-2, desires "to lie 
buried in the church of S. Anclrew, Hornchurch, before 
the altar of Jesus in the same church:" 

• Trana. Essex Arch, Soc. Vol. !I. p 298. N.S, 
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. This church having been exempt from the jurisdiction of 
the Bishop of London, the presentations are not recorded 
in the Register of the diocese and the names of very few 
of the Vicars are kncwn. The sepulchral slab in memory 
of this Vicar still exists at the east end of the north chapel 
with the following inscription in old English, but the brass 
effigy is gone. It is unnoticed by w· eever, but :nentioned 
by Dr. Salmon. 

Orate p' illii Mag'ri Georgii Reede I utriusque 
Juris Baccalaureij quondam istius ecclie 
Vicarii, quij obiit XXV die februarii an° dni I 
MV tricessimo. Cujus aie propiiciet' Deus. 
amen. I 

The directions seem to denote that the north was the 
Jesus Chapel. As there was a Guild of the Holy Trinity 
in this church, not improbably the south was the Guild 
Chapel. Dr. Salmon writing in 1740 says" when the body 
of the church was new floored many of the grave stones 
were removed into the chancel." This however, probably, 
remains in situ. 

DovERcoURT AND HARWICH. 

Richard Strowght, Vicar of Dovercourt and Harwich, by 
Will dat. 16 Sept. and prov. 20 Oct., 1531, desires 

To be buried before the image of the Rood made in honour of 
Christ, the second Person in the Trinity, in Dovercourt afores::Lid, or in 
the chapel before the image of the same in Harwich, at the discretion 
of my executors, and I will that the stone which I bought and is 
already made, be laid on my grave and the day and year of my 
departing to be engraven on the said stone. 

Richard Strowgth, as N ewcourt writes his name, became 
Vicar of Dovercourt c. Harwich 17 Mar., 1508-9. I find 
no record of the existence of the tomb in either church. 

BuRIAL P L ACES OF THE TEY FAMILY. 

John Tey. by Will dat. 17 Mar. 25 Hen. VIII. and prov. 
19 Nov., 1534, by_ Thomas Tey, Executor, directs that 

I£ I die within six miles of Colchester to be buried in the Abbey 
of S. John, Colchester, near t.he grave of my brother William Tey. 
If further and within six miles of Mark's Tey where divers of my 
ancestor s lie buried, then there, otherwise in the church where I die. 
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This ancient family was seated at Mark's Tey, from which 
they took their name, as early as the reign of Edw. I. 

The first of this name upon record, according to Morant, 
was Si m on de Tey, whose son Waiter de Tey was summoned 
to Parliament 28 Edw. I. and the family continued extant 
late in the reign of Elizabeth. One of them~ says the 
historian, died in 7 Oct., 1360, and was buried in the middle 
of the chancel (at Mark's Tey) under a flat stone fairly 
inlaid with brasses and this French epitaph: -

Robert de Teye and Katerine sa feme gisent 
icy Deiu le lour Almes eit m'ci qe decederent 
le vij jours d' Octobr: lan de Grice M'cccLx. 

It is needless to say that all the graves in S. John's 
Abbey, Colchester were desecrated and the tombs despoiled 
at the dissolution. The tomb at Mark's Tey does not now 
exist, nor is there a memorial of the family extant there, 
but I noted in 184 7 an ancient sepulchral slab on the north 
side of the chancel, partly concealed by a pew, with indents 
of an effigy under a crocketed canopy and inscription 
plate, probably for one of the Tey family of the 15th 
century. 

The testator's brother, W ilJiam Tey, was, no doubt, 
William Teye of Colchester, Gent., who by Will dat. 12 
Jan. and prov. 10 Feb., 1513-14, desired, "To be buried 
in the monastery of Saint John Baptist, in Colchester, by 
the licence of the Abbot there," and who founded by this 
will obits in S. John's and S. Botolph's, Crossed Friars, and 
S. Giles' Churches, Colchester, and in Barking Abbey, and 
made numerous charitable bequests to various parishes. 

S. N ICHOLAs, CoLCHESTER. DEDICATION oF CHAPE:::. . 

Henry Crosse, Parson of Much Wigborough, by Will 
dat. 29 Oct., 1538 and prov. 3 Feb. 1538-9 desires "to be 
buried in Jesus Chapel in the parish of S. Nicholas, 
Colchester.'' He became Rector of Great Wigborough 
22 Apr., 1517. 

S. PETER's CoLCHESTER. DEDICATION OF CHAPEL THEREIN. 

Thomas Cleere of Colchester, Clothworker, by Will dat. 
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13 Sept., 1520 and prov. 25 Jan., 1520-1 desires "To be 
buried in the Chapel of Jesus in the parish church of S. Peter. 

FELSTED CHURCH. DEDICATION OF CHAPEL THEREIN. 

Margaret Danyell of Felsted, Widow, late wife of John 
Danyell of the same, Esquire, 1522-1524, says in her 
last Will, "My body to cristen buriall in the chapell of 
the blissed Trinite of Felsted yf it shall fortune me there 
to decesse.'' 

KELVEDON. BRASS IN THE CHURCHYARD. 

Mighel Rayner, of Kelvedon, by Will dat. 3 May and 
prov. 2nd .June, 1523, directed as follows: 

"'l:o be buried in the chmchyarde of S. Nich'as, Kelledon afore 
the church door. Also I will that my executours shall bye a stone to 
lye vpon me with my name written thereon in brass.";. Also I bequeth 
to the church of Kelledoil, forto Kepe myn obite for euer and bed 
roll, four keye. [His wife to keep them, and at her death to be 
delivered to the Wardens and they to keep them for ever.] I bequeth 
two kyne to keep my lig-hts in Kelledon church for euer. [Same 
conditions as before. Gifts to the altars of various chmches. A priest 
to sing- for him half a year at Cambridg-e and half a year at Kelvedon. J 

BuRIAL oF SIR JoHN RAYNSFORD OR RAYNSFORTH. 

BEQUEST oF A SILVER CRoss TO BRAD FIELD CHURCH. 

Sir John Raynsford Kn1
· by Will dat. 17, Sep, 13 Hen. 

VIII. and prov. 1 Feb., 1521-2, says, 
If I die in the Realme of Eng-land within 50 miles of Colchester 

"to be bmied within the monastery of S. John, Colchester, beforesaid, 
within our lady chapell where my father lyeth buried, in such place of 
the said chap ell, [or elsewher~ if he die more remote. J A tomb to 
be made at the discretion of my executoms .... "I bequeth xiijii· vj'· 
viijd· to thentent that myn executours shall bye a crosse of siluer of 
the said value and the same deliuer to the use of the church of 
Bradfeld for a memory and remembraunce of me for euer . 

'The story of this bequest is rather curious ; and the 
apology for its non-presentation according to the testator's 

* I observed a few years ago in a very retired and quite accessible churchyard in 
Merionethslru:e some fom· or five brass plates inlaid upon tombs, some more than a 
century old. Their only safeguard is the sanctity of the place and the honesty of the 
people. I doubt if such would exist many weeks in England, where they are not 
safe from frequent sacrilegious abstraction from the churches themselves, of which, 
unfortunately, there is abundant evidence. 
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desire is thus made in the Will o:f Lord Audley, Lord 
High Chancellor, dated in 1545 and proved in 1547, His 
Lordship says, (I give the passage briefly in modern 
English.) 

Also I will that Sir John Raynsforthe, Knight, shall have all such 
sums of money as be comprehended in a certain obligation which I 
have of Edwarcl Strangman and Thomas Strangman, executors to the 
testament of John Strangman one of the executors of old Sir John 
Rainsforthe Knt· and the same to be delivered to him, for the said 
debt grew by the goods of the said old Sir John Rainsforthe :Knt· 
father of the said John, remaining in the hands of the said John 
Strangman who "medeled and mynistered" all the goods and chattels 
of the said Sir John Rainsfqrthe and little or nothing came into my 
hands. And whereas the said John gave the Churche of Bradfielde 
a cross of silver and gilt of the value of £5, I bequeth to the said 
church in recompence thereof .£6 .. 13 . .4. 

As will be seen by the above, the bequest was not £5, 
but £13 .. 6 .. 8 :for which, as a compensation, 21 years after
wards, Lord Audley le:ft the church not quite half the value. 
If the cross were bought, as a memorial it could have been 
but of brief duration, but the inventory of Bradfield church 
goods taken in 15 52,· is not extant to shew what became of 
it, if it then existed. 

Sir John Rainsforth was Bailiff and Constable of Hadleigh 
Castle in 1511, in which parish the Strangman family 
lived for several centuries. Both the Strangman and Rains
forth arms were formerly in the windows o:f the church 
there. 

ToLLESHUNT MAJOR CHuRcrr . 

John Cawston o:f Tolleshunt major by Will dat. 8 Feb., 
1514-5 d.esires 

To be buried in the pisshe church of Tolleshunt major afores-aid 
in the chatmcel before the image o£ S. Nich'as there."" I bequeth 
to the church wardeyn's of the pisshe church of Tolleshunt a£oresaicl 
for the tyme being and to· their successors V good kyne, they to 
fynde yearly of the profits of the said fyve kyne V wex tapers to 
stande vpon a candlestick of laton with five braunches late by me 
the said John Cawston to the said parishe church geven, and standeth 
before the ymage of Saint Nich''as there, wh tapers I will be lighted 
and shal bren in tym-e of diuine service ±or ever. 

* I have in my first paper cited one passage from this will in illustration of the custom 
of Foredrove. 
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S. Nicholas is the Patron saint of this church. I find 
no record of a tomb for this person. 

GREAT HENNY CHURCH. MONUMENTAL BRASSES. 

Thomas Guyblon of Great Henny by Will dat. - 1522 
and proved 15, Oct. in that year, desires 

To be buried in the church or churchyard o£ our Blessed Lady o£ 
Great Henny. I bequethe vj li xiij'· iiijd · o£ the money whiche ys 
oomyng o£ Pelh'm Hall to bye ij grave stones, oon to be laied vpon 
my :father and mother. And a nother to be laicle vpon me and my ij 

- wi£es wt portratur' therupon graved wt subscripcon o£ our' names 
ther vnder. 

For many years, says Morant, the site of the manor of 
Great Henny was in a family of note, surnamed Gebelon, 
otherwise Gubelon, Gybelon and Gibelon, which flourished 
here in good circumstances. Their arms were a broad 
arrow (pheon) palewise. They occur in records from 29. 
Edw. III. A chantry was founded in this church by 
Thomas Giblon ; and some obits and grants for lamps. 
See M01·ant for the endowments. . 

I find no record of the above-mentioned memorial brasses, 
but I do not know the church. Are they, or any portion 
of them extant? 

GESTINGTHORPE. MoNUMENTAL BRAss. CHURCH HousE. 
John Coo, of Gestingthorpe by Will dat. 3. Sept. 1520 

and prov. 13, Feb. 1520-1, desires, 
To be buried in the church o£ Gestingthorpe in the pase before 

Mary Magdalen. Item I bequeth to the makyng a tapour weyinge 
xlb. to be set before the sepulchre of o' lord, eu'y yere llb., or els xd . 
in recly money. . . . Also I bequeth towards the buylclyng o£ the 

· Ohurche house o£ Gestingthorpe, if yt the pysshens wilbe bounden 
vnto my executours to ffynysshe yt by a certeyn day to ue lymytecl, 
vj li. xiij'· iiijd · [or else i(he bequest to be void. J . . . 

I bequeth £or the bying of a marble stone to be laycle vpon my 
graue and for the makyng of a table o£ brass to be joynecl to the 
same stone, wherin I will that the day of myn obytt be graven, lxvj ' . 
viijrl· 

The memorial, I fear, has disappeared. 
This family appears to have settled in GestingthOTpe in 

the reign of Hen. IV. At the heraldic visitation of Essex 
Zl 
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in 1612, it is recorded that on a seal upon a deed by one 
of the family temp. Hen. VI. they bore, three pales wavy 
each charged with four martlets ; but the arms borne by 
John Coo of Pattiswick upon his Signet were, Arg. three 
piles wavy Gu. between 12 martlets palewise 3, 3, 3, 3. 
Morant speaks of the first John Coo as joint founder 
with Sir John Hawk wood of his richly endowed chantry 
in Sibil Hedingham in 1412. 

EAST HANNINGFIELD, THE NEW CHAPEL THERE. 

IMAGEs IN THE CrruRcrr, &c . 

M01·ant in his account of this parish says that " at the 
north side of the church, and part of the chancel, i& a 
chapel or chantry, built with brick.'' I cannot speak of it 
n·om personal knowledge, but from a passage in the will 
which follows, it is spoken of, in 1518, as a new building 
and dedicated to S. Mary Magdalen. By whom it was 
founded does not appear. 

Thomas Geffery of East Hanningfield, yeoman, by Will 
dat. 22 Oct. 1518, and prov. 7 Nov. 1719, desires, 

" To be buryed in the newe Eyle chapell o:l' Seint Mary Mag·dalene 
in Hanyng:ffeld churche. Item, I b equethe to the highe aulter o:l' t he 
said churche :for my tythes necligently withholden or :l'orgoten x ' · and 
to the p'sone to praye :for me. A horsse to be dryven a:l'or e my body 
on the day of my burying· :for amendis in the same church. · It'm, I 
bequeth xx' · to bye an aulter clothe :for the hye aulter there. Also I 
will a Kowe goo to the :l'ynding o:l' a lyght a:l'ore seint John Baptist in 
the same church :for euer o:l' a tapur o:l' a pound o:l' wex. And a Kowe 
to :l'ynde a tapur o:l' a pound o:l' wex be:l'ore Seint H erasimus"' :for euer. 
And an ocler Kowe to :l'yncle a tapur o:l' a pound of wex before seint 
John Eu'ngelist in the :l'oresaicl chapel. [Gives to the r eparation o:l' 
the church es o:l' Rlmwell, R etyngclon, Hokele, Thunclersley, W esthan
yng:l'elcl ancl Gyngabbes-at-Yengatson (Ingatestone) each 6s. 8d.J. 

To the r eparacion o:l' the churche and paynting o:l' Seint P eter at 
Lytilburstede vj•· viijd· [To the r epairs of the churches of North 
Bem:fiet, South Benfl.et and Hacliey, each 6s. Bel. J and I bequeth xiij ' · 
iiij<i· to amende the highway betweene the Halegate and Rowheyg·ate, 

" S. Erasmus, Bishop and Martyr, A.D. 303. is usually, butnotinval'iably, represented 
in christian iconography with a windlas near him, or with his bowels wound round a 
windlas, sometimes by attendant executioners, the reputed mode of his martyrdom . 
Thus I think in all Engli>h examples, but he is sometimes representecl otherwise tortured . 
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and xiij•· iiijd. to mende the highway from Balsons gate to William 
Gilbert's house and to be done by executours and the ouersight of my 
Sup'visors. . . . . I will myn executours make iij newe torches to the 
twoo nowe r edy made, and v newe tapers of v pound of wex and the 
v torches and v tapms to be occupied at my moneth daye and my 
yeres daye aboute my hersse and then the said torches and tapurs to 
remain in the fm·said new chapell ~o honom God as long as they will 

' last. · Item, I will a stone of marble with my image, my two wiles 
and my three childern with a scripture in Englisshe "lion the same 
stone to the value of xxvj '· iiij". or more, be bought and leyed on me._ 

FROM TESTATOR's WILL OF LANDS. 

And I will the said Margery [his wife J as she will answer before 
God, as long as she liveth to give on eu'y Sonday in Lent to v poore 
:l'olks v" · or v peny loves, and on euery Friday vu. to v, other poore 
p'sones in worship o£ the fyve woundes of our lorde. Also I will she 
paynt and amende Mary Magdalene to stond in the forsaid newe 
chapel. 

The monumental effigies and inscription ordered to be 
set upon the tomb of this opulent yeoman will probably be 
sought in vain. 

MISTLEY CHURCH. MONUMENTAL BRA.SSES THERE. 

Thomas Cristmas of Manningtree, Merchant, by Will 
dat. 3. Aug. and prov. 4, Nov . 1525, desires, 

To be buried in the church o£ Mistelegh in the place whereas my 
father was buried. [Bequest towards making the rooclloft and breaking 
the ground for his burial]. I bequeth towards making an Image of 
Saint Erasmus to be sett in the same church vj'· For a marbill stone 
to leye vpon my grave of the price of xxvj ' · viij d·, and I will that 
t her shallbe graved in laten in the sai.d stone an Image in r emem
braunce of my father, and an other Image in remembmunce of me 
set under the said Image, wt our names graved vnder the said Images. 

As I find no mention of this tomb it was probably 
despoiled before, or at the re-building of Mistley Church. 
'fhe testator was one of an old mercantile family settled iri. 
and near Colchester. 

Thomas Crystmas of Colchester, in 1520, desired to be 
buried " in the chapell of Saint Thomas the martyr in the 
monastery of Saint J ones, in Colchester,'' ordained .a 
perpetual obit there for which he assigned lands in M undon, 
and OTdered a tomb 'of marble or freestone to be constructed 
over his grave at the cost of yj li xiij s. iiW· His will is 
of great length. 
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THE CHURCHES oF BuRNHAM AND RAYLEIGH. 
MoNuMENTAL BRAssEs AT BuRNHAM. 

As the Will of Henry Boode, of Burnham, dat. 20 Feb. 
and prov. 20 Apr. 1502 is of considerable ecclesiological, 
and perhaps of some local topographical interest, I print it 
with but very little abridgment. The testator is the most 
remote ancestor of the family, variously written, Bode, 
Boade and Boode, that I have at present met with. 

The recorded pedigree states that William Bode, of Ray
leigh, Essex, was born at Orayke in Yorkshire, and by 
Ann, Sister of Lord Williams of Thame,* had a son Henry 
Bode of Rayleigh, who by Margaret his first wife had a 
son and heir, John Bode of Rochford, and by his second 
wife Ann, daughter of John Strangman, of Haclleigh, 
Essex, another son, Henry Bode, of Rayleigh. These two 
sons were, according to the descent, the ancestors of two 
families seated respectively at Rochforcl and Rayleigh, but 
the pedigree is defective, and the entire absence of elates 
makes it, if substantially accurate, very unsatisfactory. 

He certainly cannot be identified with the first Henry 
Bode of the pedigree, for the testator's will shews that he 
had two sons, William and John, and three daughters 
Agnes, J ohane and Fyne, all minors at the date of his 
death, and a wife called J ohane. The Bodes of Rochforcl 
bore these arms: Sa. two chevrons between three escallops 
Arg. Crest, a greyhound's head couped Arg. collared and 
ringed Sa. charged with three escallops of the first. For 
their motto, Spes 8olida non pudefacit. Those of Rayleigh 
bore Sa. two chevrons Arg. between six escallops Sa. 2, 3, 
and 1. Crest, a ram's head couped Arg. charged on the 
neck with a fess dancettee Sa. (and in some examples the 
fess is charged with three escallops of the first.) 

There was a second alliance with the very ancient family 
of Strangman, John Bode, of Rochford, elder son of Henry 

* John Williams; summoned to parliament 1554, and 1558: ob. 1559, leaving two 
Daughters coheirs . 
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of Rayleigh having married for his second wife J oan eldest 
daughter and co-heir of Edward Strangman of Hadleigh, 
a cadet of that house. 

The Bodes are scarcely mentioned in the County History, 
but William Bode of Rochford, who diedl7 June, 1591, 
had a manor and lands in P urleigh. John his son was of 
Faversham in Kent.* 

It seems clear from the Will of Henry Boode of Burnham, 
that he was connected with Rayleigh. He desires his body 
to be buried, 

In the isle o£ Seynt P eter in the church o£ Burnh'm before the 
ymage o£ Seynt Peter. [To the high altar for tithes forgotten 26s. J 
I bequeth to Seint Peter's preest xx m'rcs for his salary for ij yeres 
to syng for my soole in the church o£ Burnh'm at Seint Peter alt', 
and all my £rends sooles, with all the brethren and sustern o£ the 
guylde o£ Seynt Peter belongyng, and all xtien soules. It' m I bequeth 
to the church o£ Burnh'm two torchas of wax to the valo' o£ xx' · 
It'm I bequeth iiij me' to the beying o£ ij legendsj· to Burnh'm 
churche. It'm I bequeth xx me' to bye a cope and a vestment w' dekyn 
andsubdekyn o£ blak damaske to the churche o£ Burnh'm.t Item, 
I bequeth xxx'· to bye w' a stone o£ marbill to ley upon my body with 
thymage o£ a man graven vpon the stone w' the iiij eu'ngelists§ on 
eu'y corner of the stone and the ymage of our lady graven with the 
scripture, 0 mat' dei me'0 mei. It'm I bequeth to the makyng of the 
high weye :D:om Burnh'm ware to Burnh'm church, to have it sub
stancially doon vi li. xiij ' · iiijd· And if it will make it, than I will 
that the money be leyd soo forth in the high wey, and if the said vi li. 
xiij ' · iiijd· will not make it, than I will that more money be put to 
make it sufficient. It'm I will that immediately after my decesse iiijci· 
in money eu'y sonday be distributed to iiij of the moast poorest 
creatur' dwellyng w'in the pisshe of Bnrnh'm by two of the moost 
credible p'sons of the said pisshe, and soo to contynue eu'y sonday 
vj yeres folowyng and att iiij principall fests xij ci · to poore folk as is 
afore rehersed. L Gives small legae;ies to certain persons. To the 
churches of Bradwell and Tillingham vj ' · viijrl·, Dengey, xx'·, Achildon 

"' See M01·ant Vol. I. p. 347. and Berry's Kent Genealogies. 
t Legends (Legenda, lesson) The lections at Matins; as they containecl some un

authenticated traditions and acts of saints and martyrs, the word came to mean vain 
stories. Usually the word designates a portion of Holy Scripture read ancl not chanted 
(hence the name) in Divine Service. See Walcott's Sacred Archceology. 

:t There was a cope and suit of vestments answering to this description in Burn ham 
Ch.urch. "Also there was a nother sute of blacke branched damaske, the whiche 
Richard Becke had the cooppe and paydo for yt vs." Inventory 6 Edw. V. 

§ This must obviously be taken to mean the symbols of the fom Evangelists, so 
frequently met with in the comers of sepulchral slabs, connecting the brass fillets . 
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(Asheldam) vj •· viijd·, Southmynster xl' ·, St. Lamence xx' · "to bye 
wt all processionaries ."* To Maylond xx'. to things most necessary 
to be bought, Althorne vj ' · viijd· The friars of Colchester, Chelmsford 
and Maldon, each house, xx'· J I'tm to Raylegh church xl li to bye wt 
all a sewte of vestments of clothe of tyssue, that is to say a coope, a 
vestment for the preest wt dekyn and subdekyn a!)cordyng to the best 
coope that longeth to Burnh'm churche. It'm I bequeth to Raylegh 
churche xx li. to bye wtall a crosse of sylu'· and gilte wt a staff and a 
crosse cloth. It'm I bequeth to Seynt Margaret guylde of Canyngdont 
vj'· viijd· It'm to Seynt Kateryn guylde of Maldon vj ' · viijd· I 
bequeth to Saint George guylde of Maldon vj • viij<l· [Bequests to 
servants and god children. To J ohane my wife my tenement called 
' Ffelse A Bowes' the which I dwell in, with appurtenances, except the 
"berne in which my salte lieth" and a new shop with an inner chamber 
in which salt lieth in, she not to medclie with them till the salt be out, 
as long· as she will give said John two crofts of land called Powles and 
Clerks.l Also gives her household good and his term of years to come 
in ' Stepull Hall ' with stock, &c. Mentions his sons William and 
J olm, and daughters Agnes, J ohane and Ffyne, none of them 21. Give 
' Beerhouse ' and land in Burnham to son John, with remainder to 
·william, if both die before 21, then to be sold and the money disposed 
among poor churches in Dengey and Rochlord Hundreds. To said 
two sons his term of years in 'Bacons ' and ' Cherle ' with stock, &c. 
at 21, (profits r eserved). If William die before 21, his share into two 
parts " and that oon part I bequeth to the lengthying of the Ile of the 
Trinitie sett on the south -side of Raylegh Churche, and that other 
equal parte therof to the lengthying of the Ile of Seynt Keteryn in 
Burnh'm churche, soo alwey that the pysshens goo in hande wt the 
new Ties and if they do not w1in xij months aftre my said Executours 
make profere unto them," then of that my bequest the one part to 
amend noyous highways between Burnham and Southminster and 
other highways about Raylegh. I will that my tenement and meadow 
land in "the pysshe of Raylegh be sold by my executors as soon as 
ma;y be goodly after my dP.cesse and the money comyng of the same 
sale I will be disposed toward the new makyng of the Rodde lofte at 
Rayleigh soo that the pysshens ther fynissh the same werk at ther 
owne cost after the facion of the Roode lofte at Ligh." [Tenement 
called ' Crosse-hous' in Burnham to be sold and the money disposed 
in amending the lane from Burllham to the ' Key ' there . Mentions 
his kine upon 'Polemarsh.' Appoints executors John Garrington,§ 

*· The processioner or proccssionale, contained the Litany, &c., used in processions. 

t Canewdon, near Rochford. 

:t. The manufacture of salt by the evaporation of sea water was an important industry 
before salt was discovered in a fossil state. On the coasf and banks of the rivers of 
Essex there is frequent mention of ' Saltcotes.' 

§ J ohn Garington an opulent yeoman of Munclon, who died in 1517. 
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William Aleyn,"" and Thomas Purefote.J Witnesses, John Sweeting·, 
Preest,t Thomas Shethe, William Beck, John Heweley and others. 

The tomb which Henry Boode ordered to be constructed 
has long since been despoiled of its brasses. On referring 
to my notes taken at Burnham Church, in 1860, I find, 
" Against the north wall, partly covered by a pue, a large 
slab, portion of the matrix of the inscription plate visible, 
and beneath this the indents of an escocheon and at the 
lower corner.s those of two circular plates, no doubt for the 
evangelistic symbols." If the slab were uncovered it could 
be seen whether the upper portion accords with testator's 
description. If so, it may be said, almost with certainty, 
that the north is the aisle or chapel of S. Peter and the 
south that of S. Katherine. In my first series of Excerpts, 
I had produced evidence of the existence of two previously 
un-mentioned Guilds in Burnham, namely of S. Peter and 
of our Lady, and of an altar dedicated to S. Katherine. 
Henry Boode's bequest towards the lengthening of S. 
Katherine's aisle was, as will have been noticed, contingent, 
but it proves that at the date of his will, the work had 
;not been commenr.ed. This aisle, nine bays in length, is 
prolonged to the east wall of the chancel and is a fine 
example of the late perpendicular style. The whole design 
was probably completed in 1523, during the incumbency 
of John Harvy+ as indicated by the now very obscure 
inscription upon the South porch. 

The will determines also, with certainty, the dedications 
of the two aisles and chapels of Rayleigh Church. I had 
shewn in my second series of Excerpts tliat as early as 
1392 there were two Guilds in Rayleigh one of the Holy 
Trinity, the other of S . .T ohn Baptist, and suggested that 
probably the north was the chapel of S . .T ohn Baptist. 

* Most probably William Alen, or Aleyn, of Rayleigh, who founded a chantry in 
that church in 1517. 

t John Sweeting "Clericus " was one of the witnesses to the Will of Richard 
Lincoln, D.D., Rector of Rayleigh, in 1492. H e was afterwards Rector of the adjoin
ing parish of Hadleigh ad castrum, and died in 1515. 

:j: This inscription aucl the name have been variously read, and often inaccurately, the 
name generally as a trisyllable. 1 have no doubt that it is J ohn Harvy or Harvey who 
was Vicar at that elate, according to N ewcourt. The fourth letter rather resembles n than 
u, in the inscription, but if N ewcourt is correct in his reading from the Register of the 
Diocese, his name was Harvy, and not Harny, or Harnyford as frequently reacl. 
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The South aisle Henry Boode describes as that o£ the 
Holy Trinity. His contingent bequest for its extension 
certainly did not take effect, as the chapel was not added 
till in or after 1517, having been founded and endowed as 
a chantry by the Will of William Alen, or Alyn, of 
Rayleigh, proved on the 1st of August in that year as I 
shewed in a previous paper ; he is the same William Alen, 
I believe, who is named as one or Henry Boode's executors. 

What was the fashion of the rood-loft at Leigh, which 
was to be the type o£ that at Rayleigh, one cannot tell ; 
but there are indications at Leigh that it extended across 
both the nave and the spacious north aisle, the rood stair 
being in the north wall. But "one crosse of sylver, gilt 
and anelycl, wayeing lxxi ounces and iij qu'ters '' and 
"two chaleses of sylver gylt" are in the inventory of 
church goods belonging to Rayleigh in 1552. The "vest
ments of cloth of tyssue " may have been worn out be!ore 
that elate, any way none are so described in the richly 
furnished vestiary of this church. 

THE WILL oP WILLIA.M HA.RRis, EsQ., oF SouTHMINSTER, 

DATED 12 SEPT., AND Pnov. 14 Nov., 1556. 
NoTES UPON His ToMB. DESTRUCTION OF MoNUMENTS. 

In the third volume o£ the Society's Transactions; page 
183, I printed long extracts from this will, which contains 
very particular directions for the construction o£ hjs tomb 
at Southminster, which was to be of a convenient height 
and enclosed with bars of iron, coloured reel. I had not 
at this time visited the church, but the Rev. G. C. Berkeley, 
the Vicar, in reply to my enquiries, informed me that the 
tomb was totally destroyed, one escocheon plate only, 
engraved with the arms of Harris which belonged to it, 
being preserved. 

Among the directions the testator says, " I will that these 
words following shalbe set either upon my tumbe or upon 
the wall next my tumbe- Terra terrarn tegat, dernon peccata 
resumat, rnundus res h'eat, spiritus ab'ta petat. 

On visiting Southminster church last year Mr. Berkeley 
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was able to shew me a small strip of brass inlaid upon a 
slab lying in the nave, with the above inscription, but with 
this variation, the last clause being "Spiritus alta petat." 
Although I had no reason for doubting the accuracy of my 
transcript and that abta, with a dash over the letters, could 
only be read abdita, I have again carefully examined the 
MS. and comparing the letters b and l as formed by the 
scribe, whether abta be a clerical error or "not, but probably 
it is, it cannot be otherwise rea.d. 

That which I desire, however, to mention specially, is, 
that I have found this monument was extant in 1719, and 
perhaps much later, although the inscription plate had then 
been abstracted. It was seen and thus described at that 
date by a correspondent of Mr. Holman's :-

" In the North East corner of the Church is an Alter 
tomb of grey marble on which is a plate of Brass w1

h an 
Esch., Crest, Helmet and Mantling, viz. a Bend ingrailed 
charged with 3 cinquefoils. Crest a Buck's hea~ couped. 
Under it a plate with the follo wing Old English letters:-

Terra terram tegat. 
Mundus res habeat. 

Demum* peccata resumat. 
Spiritus alta petat. 

On the wall over the tomb, on a plate, a man in armour 
with his 3 wives and 13 children, viz.: behind the 1st wife 
8, 2nd 1, and 3rd 4. But the plate, on which was the 
inscription, js gone.'' 

Prior to the date at which this was written, the chancel 
had been re-built, for the writer says, in referring to another 
monument, "Against the East end of the Chancell a white 
marble table, but) upon re-building, it was taken down, 
and though a place is reserved for it on the north side of 
the East window, yet in 1719 it was not set up but lay in 
the church " This was a monument of the Bridge family 
with the arms of Bridge, Arg. a chief, a bend engrailed Gu. 

" This word the transcriber has evidently misread. It should be Demon. Demon 
peccata resunzat expressed, I believe, a current theological opinion. 'l'he lines may 
perhaps occm in other monumental inscriptions, though I have not met with them before. 

A2 



376 EXCERPTS FROM ANCIENT WiLtS. 

impaling Stane, Arg. two bars engrailed Sa. The inscrip
tion dated in 1667 and 1687. · The epitaph was prophetic. 

Though this stands firm and solid, yet we know 
Nothing will last for ever here b elow, 
Like them b eneath, in time this marble must 
Moulder away and crumble into dust. 

It may be said, however, in this case, "diruit ante diem.'' 
It is not in the chancel now. 

At the first alteration the chancel was re-built of brick 
and reduced in size, at a subsequent period (about 1818-19 
as Mr. Berkeley informs me) the church was mercilessly 
treated by Mr. Hopper, the County Surveyor, and almost 
entirely re-constructed, only those who were then alive 
could have told the mischief that was done. The only 
apology is that at that date few would perhaps have 
done better: very few could have done worse. Judging 
from the character of the fine north porch with parvise over 
it, the only feature of interest that remains; and that 
plastered externally and otherwise defaced, the church was 
no doubt once a noble structure, but it has disappeared 
without a record or an illustration of its design. To this 
restoration the destruction of the Harris monument is 
probably attributable.* 

* Besides the tombs mentioned in the t ext, the following monumental brasses, extant 
in 1719, have been abstracted. "Brass of a man and his two wi-ves, but it is unkno11'11 
who they were, the inscription being only that he was a freeman of London, and of 
the Haberdashery Company by the two escocheons remaining on the stone." Also 
"In the chancellyeth a white stone on which was a man and woman inlaid in brass 
with an inscription under them, and only two escocheons remain of which is a chev. 
between 3 brushes and the second contains two Inescutcheons each charged with a lyon 
rampant within a bordure." 
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THE CHURCH OF GREAT CANFIELD AND THE 
PAINTING OF THE VIRGIN AND CHILD. 

By J. G. WALLER . 

. THE Church of Great Canfield is a humble structure, 
belonging to the Norman period. Its walls are built of 
flint rubble intermixed with a few other materials, such as 
fragments of Roman tile, ironstone, &c. It consists merely 
of nave and chancel, a wooden bell-turret surmounting the 
west-end of the former, and a porch on the south-side. 
This, an addition of the \5th century, is constructed of 
flint with stone dressings, and there is a sruall niche above 
the doorway, which probably once held a figure of the 
patron saint. Here is the entrance to the church by a 
doorway of Norman work, and though rudely executed, it has 
some interesting details (see Plate XV.) The arch decorated 
with billet mouldings is supported by two columns, the 
capitals of which are rudely sculptured. That to the left, 
as you enter, has some special points worthy of notice . 

. ~ _ ___.,.. There is a bearded face, 
-l, ~Yj/ ~· ~~ .._. ~ on each side of which 
{~ 7(,tY///~, ~)-.~:__~" %)%, a bird bending down-
~IIY \...--~v•.:; --- rl wards towards it .. VY" e 

1lt;j ~ ~-~<:----.,~'( have here a remnns. 
/, ,; =-- ~~'- cence of a remote de-
:'9 ~~ ... £L .. ~:l1J~~~ velopment in Christian 

~ '\. . art. On the very 
·.. ,» •o"""' ····- ~ ~, ea~ly Norman font at ·,. ~~ . fjl'-' Wmchester, are re-
W~ _... presented two birds, 

,l ·. 1 '· _ . possibly intended to be 
·-··· · doves, who seem to be 

clipping their beaks 
into a vase, out of which rises a cross. It is an ancient 
convention. taking its origin from very early Christian times, 
somewhat varied as in the introduction of the vase, but in 
general without it. Often peacocks take the place of cloves. 
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Thus it is in a piece of sculpture over the western door of 
a church at Athens of the 11th century. But the peacocks 
with the cross also occurs in a much earlier monument, viz. : 
the tomb of San Vitale, at Bologna, of the 6th century, and 
many examples may be found in the early mosaics. 

The meaning attached to these symbols has been given 
respectively to the peacock, as pride, to the dove, as virtue. 
As such they have long been entertained; so the interpre
tation of the whole would be, in one case pride humbled 
and brought into obedience by the cross: in the other, 
virtues which issue from and depend on it. In the present 
instance a head has been substituted, without doubt intended 
to be that of Christ, so that the same symbolic signification 
is preserved. Whether we can interpret these exceedingly 
rude sculptures as doves or peacocks is of little consequence, 
but most probably the former are intended. M. Didron 
engraves, in his Iconographic chretienne, p. 405, a seal, 
having a combination of a Tau cross with the ancient 
symbol of Christ formed of the greek X and P ; aroun cl the 
stem of the latter a serpent twines~ on each side the Alpha 
and Omega, also the two doves : beneath, Satus. The 
meaning is obvious, it is salvation through the cross. In 
the capital there is the same signification, though instead 
of the monogram or symbol, Christ is represented. 

On the jamb, close by, is an ornament composed of 
that most ancient symbol (~) in English called 
"fylfot '' Sanscrit "svastica"; which German writers have 
assigned to the worship of fire. But, from that most 
primitive faith, it has travelled and has been adopted by 
the religion of Brahma, Buddha, and even by Christianity 
itself; it is of frequent appearance on the vestments of 
priests during the reigns of Edw. I., II., and III., and 
occasionally later. It is seen all over Asia, now on Chinese 
embroidery, now on a Mohammedan prayer carpet. It was 
found by Dr. Schliemann on pottery deep down in the ruins 
of Hissarlik, and some interesting matter connected there
with is given in his work on Antiquities of Troy.* It is 

• Trojanische Alterthumer. Leipzig 1874.. pp. 48 to 58. 
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certainly one of the most ancient of religious symbols, 
and stands alone amongst them for its universal adoption. 
An example from the catacombs of S. Calixtus, 4th century, 
is an evidence of its early appearance in Christian remains. 
It doubtless crept in, as many other things did, from the 
principle of accepting objects of various kinds from heathen 
ceremonial, and adopting them with a separate meaning. 
But when we find, that in the remote region of Thibet, it 
was accounted as a symbol of ' God crucified for the 
salvation of the human race,' we must ascribe this idea to 
the early Christian mi.;;sionaries, probably those of the 
N estorian sect, who in the 6th century haJ penetrated into 
China, and the remotest parts of the East. It is stated, 
that it was used as a badge by a sect known in India and 
China, many centmies previous to the Christian era, "as 
doctors of reason and followers of the mystic cross." That 
an emble:;n associated with the most ancient of faiths and 
great oriental systems of religion should be found in an 
obscure village church in our own country, so remote in the 
geography of early times, is surely worth noting, as showing 
the persistency of that, which connects itself with popular 
worship. 

It is now over forty years ago, that this remarkable form 
first attracted my attention, finding it introduced in the 
ornamentation of the vestments of priests. At this time 
there was no information on the subject amongst English 
antiquaries, though the figure was known to many, nor am 
I aware that anything had been written by either French 
or German scholars up to this elate. It was almost by 
accident, that in turning over the pages of the Journal of 
the Asiatic Society, I came across an article by Professor 
Wilson, the Orientalist* in which I saw it figured with 
some explications, giving its Sanscrit · name of svastica. 
About the same time, Mr. Albert Way and myself, within 
a few clays of each other, found it 1epresentecl and named 
'fylfot' in Lanclsclown ~18. 87 4 in the British Museum. 
This led me to giv~ a brief account of it in the 'Monumen-

· • J our:qal of the Asiatic Society. 
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tal Brasses ' under the article 'A Priest and a Franklein '* 
a brass of great interest, temp. Edw. IlL at Shotteflbrook, 
Berks. No account had been previously published in 
England, and although but slight, it served to direct 
attention more particularly to it, and led thereby to some 
correspondence. Dr. Rock, author of 'Hierurgia' called 
my attention to the fact of it occuring in the catacombs of 
S. Calixtus on the Appian way, disposed on the dress of 
a grave digger (Diogenes fossor) of the 3rd or 4th century.t 
It is also found in another upon a piece of granite ; but I 
do not record having seen it so abundantly in the catacombs_ 
as stated by Emile Burnouf, at least not in my visits to 
those of S. Agnes and S. Calixtus. It is on a lamp of the 
early Christian times in the Museum Vatican urn, but its 
frequent occurence in different places has not led me at all 
times to note it. 

The researches of German writers have thrown greater 
light on the origin of this symbol; but when we travel back
wards beyond historical record, our paths are beset with 
difficulties and·we seize gladly upon any glimmer that may 
seem to point our way. One result, however, is manifest, 
that it is connected with a remote worship existing with 
a primitive Aryan race. Whether or not it had its origin 
in that faith, so venerable for its extreme antiquity, the 
worship of fire, as the intimate principle of life, or was 
adopted by it, from a still earlier faith, as is not improbable, 
one can only conjecture. The religion of Zoroaster, like 
many other great systems, began as a reform on that which 
already existed, and although it ia popularly credited to 
have a worship of fire, in distinction to other systems, it 
really only adopted and continued it from an older faith. The 
earlier Vedic faith revered this principle, and in the name 
Agni (ignis) it symbolized it, so that in later times 
instead of · only expressing a quality of deity, it became a 
separate object, the usual development of polytheism. It 
is not my purpose, however, to enter into this subject further 

• Monumental Brasses of England from 13th to 16th Century, by J. G. and 
L. A. B. Wailer, London. 

t Engraved in Agincourt's Histoire de l'art par les monumens. 
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than to explain, that this remarkable figure ~ is the 
symbol of Agni. The following is one of the passages in 
the Veda, which gives the relation of Agni to deity.-

They call him Indra, Mitra, V m·una, Agni, 
And (he is) the celestial, well-winged Garutmat, 
Sages name vMiously that which is but one: 
They call it Agni, Yama, Matarisvan. 

Agni (the Slavonic Ogni; Lat: ignis) is the igneous principle, which 
shows itself alike in the terrestial, aerial, and heavenly :flame, visible 
ancl invisible. 

By the sacred radiance of Ag·ni. 
V aruna, Mitra, Aryaman an cl Bhaga shine 

Through him they triumph for he is the Immortal sustainer of the 
universe exempt from death. 

vVhatever other fires there may be 
They are but ramifications Agni of thee. 

% ~ * % * 
I offer praise to Agni, the c1·eator, the first 

'A'! * ·:,'!. % -J;. 

Agni !mows aU that e.xists:J? 

These passages are sufficient to shew how the great 
principle of life became deified. In fact, if we were to 
worship as separate ideas, Creator,· Almighty, Omniscient, 
we should be advancing in the steps of polytheistic religion. 

Dr. Schliemann in his work on Trojan Antiquities gives 
the result of his study of this emblem from the writings of 
Adalbert Kuhn, Max Muller, Emile Burnouf, and Eugene 
Burnouf. The meaning of 'svastika ' is given " :u erJ"n or as 
the sign of Good wish. A thousand years before Christ 
a most significant religious symbol current with our 

·Trojan forefathers in 13actria, in the valleys of the Oxus 
whilst yet German, Indian, Pelagasic, Kelt, Persian, Slave, 
and Iranian, made one nation and spoke one tongue." I 
shall not follow up, what appear to me to be the fanciful 
and unsound disquisitions of Emile Burnouf, which Dr. 
Schliemann has admitted; it would have been safer to have 
left them alone, simply recording facts ; nor would much of 
the subsequent disgressionof the latter be fitted for this place. 
I refer those who seek further to his work. See pp. 48 to 58. 

* See Essay on "The Religions of Zoroaster, considered in connection with Archaic 
Monotheisem, by R. Brown, Esq., F.S.A. The above quotations are taken frum this 
paper printed for the Victoria, Institute." 
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The capital of the opposite column does not call for any 
special remark. The doorway has a tympanum rudely 
worked. The north door has been restored judiciously in 
conformity with this. . 

As we enter the interior, the first point which strikes us 
is the massive timber-work supporting the bell-turret, 
this, with a good barrel-roof of oak, reminds us, that we are 
in what was once a country of forest land, which has left 
its memory in such names as Waltham, North Weald, South 
Weald, and the like, and of which small relics are now 
preserved in that of Epping. Many remarkable examples 
of oaken turrets are to be found in this part of Essex. 
The next feature of importance is the chancel arch of 
massive Norman work, with the billet mouldings as in 
doorway, and imposts on the inner side, a torus of cable 
moulding, and above it the abacus with an ornament of 
lozenges. The Rev. G. M. Wilson, the Vicar, drew my 
attention to some sculpture on the upper face of the stone 
by which the abacus was formed, which is undoubtedly of 
Saxon work. It may have been part of a churchyard 
cross, and though it is difficult to decide prel·isely on the 
fragments left, yet it would appear as if it was part of a 
conventional dragon, such as are not uncommon on early 
crosses antecedent to the Norman conquest 

On the north-side of this arch are remains of steps 
which led to a roodloft; they are partly interfered with by 
the sill of a window of two lights of the 15th century. 
The other windows of the i:la-ve give us some insight into 
the history of the changes from the original Norman 
structure. But one of the small windows of the early 
period remains, it is on the north-side near the door. On 
the south-side there is a lancet window of 13th century 
opposite to that by the roodloft steps, then a two light window 
of 15th century ; on the other side the door, another lancet 
light and one at the west-end. Entering the chancel we find 
again the changes of the 13th century. These are recorded in 
the lancet windows of the south-side and the pointed door
way. But the north-side preserves one of the early windows 
narrow and deeply splayed, and two are also at the east-end. 
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Here we get a very unusual arrangement. In the centre is 
a circularly arched recess, not splayed, and the two windows, 
just alluded to, are on each side of it, narrow circular-headed 
lights very deeply splayed. There is no doubt whatever 
that this is part of the original Norman design. Until 
recent repairs to the church, the central recess was entirely 
concealed by a monument to one of the Wiseman family, 
now removed to the south wall of the nave, and hereafter 
to be noted. Its removal, with the whitewash from the 
wall of the recess, disclosed a painting of the Virgin and 
child, belonging, probably, to the end of the 13th century. 
It was in a good state of preservation, such injuries as it 
had received being merely casual and none of the signs of 
systematic defacing being visible. A remarkable circum
stance for a subject so obnoxious to the iconoclast of the 
Reformation. Beneath it was the remains of a dedication 
cross of the same period. This points, together with the 
indication of 13th century work before alluded to, to an 
extensive reparation and decoration of the entire structure, 
followed, probably, by a ceremonious dedicatory service at 
the re-opening. In the splays of each window, there is 
some interesting painted ornament differing from each other 
iL O.etails, though similar in character, and some traces of 
a still earlier ornament were visible over the heads which 
may have belonged to the Norman time. In the r·estoration 
of these designs all their features have been kept, although 
to some extent discordant (see Plate XVI.) It remains 
now to describe the subject of the central recess. 

Seated upon a throne is a figure of the Virgin crowned 
and with the nimbus. She is richly attired as a queen in a 
tunic with a border elaborated at the neck. Beneath this is 
an under skirt ornamented, and over all she wears the royal 
mantle. It is the usual convention, after a certain date, and 
illustrates a progression in the doctrine of the worship of the 
Virgin Mary (see .Plate X VII.) Seated on her lap, on the 
left side, is the divine child, having the crossed nimbus. It 
is also in tunic and mantle, and to him she presents her bared 
breast. Let it be noted, that it is not a babe, for, in all 
its proportions it is youthful, nor is this accidental, that 

B2 
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is, arising from the artists inability. It is one of the 
phases of this subject, as is seen by consulting the 
Rationale of Durandus, lib. 1. ' depicta in matris gremio 
puerilem cetatem.' Thus it is not as an infant but as a 
boy,· the former treatment belongs to a later time.* The 
group symbolizes : it is not the helpless infant, but one 
indued with power, and this is shown by his giving the 
benediction with the right hand ; the face being directed, 
not to the mother, but towards the spectator. The pre
senting the breast is also a symbol of the maternal nurture, 
but as the child is not an infant, it is nothing more. This 
part of the subject is also an invasion upon the early 
traditional mode of treatment, and does not appear before 
the 13th century, but, after that, it became a very favoured 
mode, as art developed, and very numerous examples are 
to be found in Italian and Flemish schools. Two instances 
are in my possession. But as the artist freed himself from 
ecclesiastical trammels, it became simply the mother and 
the child ; the more recondite meaning being entirely 
forgotten in the exhibition of maternal love. But the 
very earliest representation extant has the type given by 
Durandus, and thus it appears in the 6th century ; one 
t~uly eccle.siastical, to embrace in itself, not the mere 
humanity of the child, but one invested with divine power. 
We must now, however, go into the phase before us, fo1· 
it is a singular innovation still to exhibit the boy, and yet 
to show the mother exposing the bosom as if for nutriment. 

Molanus, in his History of Sacred Images, tells us ''that 
the figure of the mother of God offering to her son her 
breasts, is taken from the words of St. Bernard, who, in 
his sermons was frequently accustomed to cite, "0 man, 
thou hast secure accel:!s to God, where the mother is before 
the son, the son before the- father. The mother shows to 
her son her bosom and breast ; the son shows to the father 
his side and wounds. There cannot be any repulse, where 

* In Mr. Muyers' collection, now in Museum at Liverpool, is a beautiful ivory carving 
representing the Virgin veiled and giving her breast to the child, It is ascribed to 
the 13th century in Mr, Gatty's Catalogue, But it is certainly later and in character 
would be safer placed as well advanced in the 14th century. Here the treatment is 
uatural, merely as the mother, 
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are so many signs of charity."• In this view, I entirely 
coincide with the author, for all ecclesiastical paintings were 
executed under a rule, and developed with the theology of 
the time. The earliest example of this treatment, I have 
seen, is that executed in mosaic in the west front of St. 
Maria, in Trastevere at Rome, possibly early in the 13th 
century, and where, however, the Virgin is not with the 
crown but has her head attired in the more ancient type 
of the veil. Without doubt, also, these words of St. Bernard 
influenced the treatment so often observed in the ''Last 
Judgment,'' wherein the Virgin kneels in supplication for 
mercy, exposing her breast, indicating it is the mother who 
asks it. At St. John's, Winchester, was an example of the 
type as at Great Canfield but of later date ; it was not at 
the east end or over the principal altar, which has here so 
much significance. 

The execution of this work demands a few words. The 
general impress of the whole possesses some dignity; in 
the head of the Virgin there is an attempt at beauty and 
the flowing hair is pleasingly treated. The expression 
given by the lowering eyelids and the sentiment in the 
inclination of the features towards the child, all display 
some thought and taste in the executant. The colours 
used are those which are commonly found in these early 
distemper paintings, viz., red ochre, yellow ochre, and 
Indian red or colcotha ; all are natural earths and those in 
use in fresco buono, or the real fresco of the Italians executed 
on the plaster whilst in a fresh state. This is never found in 
England, and was not commonly in use even in Italy until 
the 14th century. 

I have stated my opinion that the date of this painting is 
in the 13th century, and I should place it at the end of that 
period. I was at first enclined to put it at a later date, as 
the ornament at the base, between the subject and the 
dedication cross, might be almost in the middle of the 14th 
century, but the rude execution of details like this is apt to 
deceive, and it is better to investigate the general character. 

* Sec Molanus, Hisloria S.S. imaginum, Lovanii, 1771, pp. 92, 93. 
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The treatment of the features must place it late in the 13th 
century, and the lines of the drapery, mode of execution of 
the folds, all point to the same time. 'The outlines of the 
crown and the ornament at the neck at upper part of the 
tunic are decidedly early, and would even take one further 
back in the century, so also would the details of the throne, 
but taken altogether the characters point to the end of the 
era assigned. 

The only ancient memorials in the Church consists of 
two brasses, one imperfect, which lies in the nave, the other 
in the chancel. This last consists of the figures of a knight 
in armour kneeling at a desk and behind him four boys, 
opposite, a female, similarly arranged with six kneeling 
figures of girls. There are four coats of arms placed at 
each corner of the slab. The inscription placed beneath 
the figures is a follows : 

Here lyeth Jhon Wyseman Esquier siityme one o£ y• Audytors o£ 
o' souaign Lord Kynge Henry theight o£ y• Reuenewes o:£ his crown & 
Alyne his wy£e w•h JhOn dyed y• xvii. daye of August Aiio dni ~U"3 . 
et Annis regnorum Phillippi et Marire quinto et sexto. 

Of the shields, one on dexter side is quarterly first and 
fourth sable, a chevron between thTee coronels arg. for 
Wiseman; second and third three lozenges in fesse 
ermz"ne, in chief three maTtlets arg. On the sinister 
side, Wiseman, quartering as before, impaling az. a circular 
wreath arg. and sa. with four hawks' bells conjoined thereto 
in quadrangle or. for J ocelyn. Second az. a fesse or. Elliot. 
Third gu. on a cross saltire engrailed or, charged with five 
torteaux, a chief ermine for Hyde. Fourth gu. a griffin 
segreant within a bordure engrailed or. for Battayll. Fifth 
az. three cinquefoils 2 and 1 or. Bardolf? The other two 
coats are repetitions of these. 

This monument only records John Wyseman, and was 
possibly put down by his widow, who is named in the in
scription, but without any date of decease. The termination 
of the latter in Latin mentioning the years of the reign of 
Philip and Mary is curious. . 

The other monument, to be noticed, is that which was 
removed from the east end, and is now on the south wall of 
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the nave. It is clnssic in its architectural details consisting 
of a niche with columns supporting an entablature, in centre 
of which is an escuchcon of arms, viz. Wiseman impaling 
sa. a chevron between 3 owls arg. for Prescott. Dt·mi
figure of a knight in armour with flowing wig, and of a 
lady, whom he takes by the hand, are placed within the 
recess, and a long inscription on a black marble tablet is 
beneath, running thus: 

In memory o£ S'· William Wiseman Bar'· who man·yed Ann, 
daughter of and one o£ the coheires of S' · John Prescott by whom he 
had noe issue who since marryed Arabella daughter of S'. Thomas 
Hewit Bar'· and Margaret his wife of Pishoberry in the county of 
Hartford by whom he had 13 children whereof 8 are Rurviving, viz., 
Thomas, William, George, Charles, John, Anne, Margarette, Arabella. 
He died January y• 14'h and was buried y" :23, 1684, and in the 55'h 
year of his age. Soli deo gloria. In memory of y• truly vertuous y• 
Lady Anne Wiseman wife to S'· \Vm· Wiseman of this parish Barronett, 
and younger of y• two dau~Thters and coheires of S'· John Prescott of 
Hoxon in y' county of Suffolk K' · who put off ye troublesome robe of 
mortality y' 11 day of May in the yeare of our Lord, 1662, leaving y• 
fower and twentieth yeare of her age unfinished whose body lies here 
mortgaged to the grave until the grand jubile, the ressurection. 

_ In conclusion, one is naturally inclined to indulge in 
some reflections. A cursory glance at this little humble 
church with no architectural beauty, and the few scattered 
homesteads about it, would not impress you that any par
ticular interest could be associated with it. As we draw 
near, we see indications that at once carry us to the Norman 
period, perhaps to the end of the 11th century. Since that 
England has made a marvellous history, but a yet more mar~ 
vellous history lies beyond. When we enter the porch our 
eyes rest upon a rudely formed type, that in its significance 
belongs, at latest, to the 6th century, and is even earlier found 
in the symbolic age of Christian art. Close by this, obscurely 
cut, is the f=tJ several times repeated, and seeking out the 
history of this and its signification, we travel completely 
through the whole period, which comprises the known past 
of the human race. It antedates the very empires, whose 
origin is obscure, which, one after another have arisen, 
often upon the everthrow of a weaker, and which have 
passed away almost to oblivion. But this has remained a 
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memory of a primitive faith of monotheistic worship, adopted 
by all the great systems of religion, which have followed, 
even down to the present time. Surely then it demands our 
reverence, if only to awaken the mind to consider what a 
marvellous record of human thought is involved in this 
peculiarly formed symbol. 

Also in the picture of the Virgin and Child placed over 
the altar, we see another history- the symbol of a triumph 
which takes us back to the now forgotten N estorian con
troversy and the Council of Ephesus. Here again is an 
onward development of great significance in the crowned 
figure, and with other details which cease not until the 
great . outbreak of reform in the 16th century. Let us 
promote then the spirit of conservation, not that kind of 
restoration, which has done almost as much mischief as 
the iconclast, all the worse that it is under a name by 
which one is likely to be deceived, but a conservatism that 
acknowledges that every village church contains a part of 
of our country's history, and, in some cases, as here, may 
unveil a history of past religious thought. 



NOTE OF THE DISCOVERY OF FRENCH COINS 

AT HARWICH. 

By the Rev. Canon MARSDBN, B.D. 

IT may be desirable to place upon record a discovery made 
about two Yt?ars ago of a parcel of eady French coins, 
together. with the remains of a wooden box in which they 
had been enclosed, about six or eight feet below the surface, 
near the Light-house in the town of Harwich. They were 
about twenty in number, and many of them were much 
worn by circulation. The place of discovery being on 
Government ground, they were at once sent off to certain 
official authorities in London, so that my own view of 
them was extremely brief. However it seemed tolerably 
clear that they were chiefly of the reign of Louis VII., 
and Philip II. 

Now we · find from history that in the year 1216 at 
which period these coins would be in circulation, the 
Barons of England, in consequence of King John's refusal 
to acknowledge Magna Charta, which he had signed the 
year before, offered the crown of England to the Dauphin 
Louis of France. A small force was sent over, and afterwards 
a larger one, to take possession of the kingdom, in 600 
vessels, with Louis at their head. He landed at Sandwich, 
and then proceeded to London, where he was proclaimed as 
lawful sovereign. At first John was deserted by a con
siderable portion of the force which had been raised to 
support him ; but in consequence of . a report that Louis 
intended to exterminate the English nobility, many of the 
deserters returned to their allegiance. John then prepared 
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for a great battle to assert his right to the crown; but 
having lost his baggage and his treasure in crossing the 
Wash, he fell sick at N ewark and died there. 

It would appear, then, to be not improbable, that one at 
least of the French ships advanced as far as Harwich; and 
on an alarm being raised that the Barons were preparing 
to resist the invasion and were proceeding southward, 
this money was buried in the earth for safety; and that 
in the hurry of departme it was left behind. 



ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AT CHIPPING 
ONGAR, ~8TH OF JULY, 1881. 

THE VEN. ARcHDEACON BLoMFIELD, VIdE-PRESIDENT, IN THE CHAIR. 

By the courteous permission of the Trustees of the 
Foundation, the meeting was held in the Ongar School
room. 

Archdeacon Blomfield in taking the chair said:-
Ladies and Gentlemen,- I have to mention the cause of the absence 

to day of our President, Mr. Lowndes. Mr. Lowndes has been called 
away to another part of the country by business which h e could not put 
on one side, and he is unable to return in time for this meeting. There 
being no other Vice-President here, it falls to my lot to take the chair, 
and as this is my first experience in that capacity, perhaps you will 
kindly excuse any deficiency that may appear in my performance of 
the task. The Treasurer, Mr. Round, has informed Mr. King that an 
engagement in another place will prevent hia attendance on this 
occasion. The Secretary will now read the annual report and the 
Treasurer's financial statement. 

The Report and financial statement were then read as 
printed in the preceding part of the Society's Transactions. 

The Rev. H. L. Elliot, in movingtheadoptionof the report and balance- · 
sh eet, remarked that it was a satisfaction to most of them to learn that 
a new catalogue was to be made of the contents of the Museum. He 
thought very few counties could boast of a more interesting collection 
of antiquities than was to be found in their Museum at Colchester, 
and the effect of a careful catalogue being prepared would do more to 
unlock the secrets of that treasure house than anything else that could 
be done. The Museum at Colchester was exactly what was wanted in 
a County Museum. It was not a collection of antiquities brought from 
east, west, north and south-things interesting in themselves, but which 
would be equally interesting if seen in York or in London- but the value 
of the Colchester Museum consisted in the fact, almost all the objects in 
it had been discovered within a radius of half or a quarter of a mile; 
and he thought that what they did at their Museum at Colchester 
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might be done in a degree by persons residing in every part of Essex. 
He meant by keeping these antiquities in the neighbourhood in which · 
they were discovered. An old urn, say, was discovered and immediately 
sent away to London, where it was worth simply so much as a piece 
of pottery; whereas, if they kept it in the neighbourhood and shewed 
it as having been found in such and such a field, it became part of the 
history of the place. For instance, in three fields in his parish they 
found a quantity of pieces of Roman pottery, broken up, it was true, 
and none of them were very large, but clearly showing Roman 
occupation there-a. fact which they new nothing of before. All his 
friends laughed at him for keeping this pottery, but he did keep it, 
and had found a corner for it in his Vicarage garden, where his. 
successor would be able to show it as having been found at a particular 
place in the parish. The great value of the Colchester Museum was 
in its local interest, and when the new and descriptive catalogue was 
prepared it would open the Museum to the County. [Hear. hear.] 

The Rev. G. C. Berkeley seconded the proposition, which was carried. 
Captain Bud worth moved that the thanks of the meeting be given to 

the President, Vice-Presidents, Council, and Officers of the Society for 
their services during the past year, and that they be re-elected. He 
mentioned that, although compelled to be absent to day, the President 
took great interest in the Society, and would be pleased to continue his 
services if the Meeting thought proper to re-elect him. Speaking of 
the Officers, he bore testimony to the great services rendered to the 
Society by Mr. King, in his capacity of Hon. Secretary, and of which 
he had had an example in connection with the present meeting, and 
he trusted that Mr, King would long be spared to continue those 
services. (Applause.) In connection with the resolution, he had 
peculiar pleasure in proposing the election of the High Sheriff as 
Vice President. (Applause.) Major Spitty had peculiar claims upon 
the Society- first as an old member of it, and secondly because he had 
already adopted the suggestion till·own out by Mr. Elliot, and had 
formed a museum in situ of objects found at Billericay and the 
neighbourhood-( applause )-a museum which it would well repay the 
Society one day to visit. (Hear, hear.) 

The motion was seconded by Mr. Andrew Hamilton, and carried. 

The thanks of the meeting were accorded to Captain Budworth and 
the Local Committee for their services ; to the Rectors of Ongar and 
Greensted for allowing their Churches to be inspected; to Mr. Lambert, 
for permitting the members to inspect Ongar Castle; and to the Trustees, 
for the use of the School Room, moved by Mr. J. R. Vaizey and 
seconded by Mr. Wiseman; and on the motion of Mr. Sparvel-Bayly, 
seconded by Mr. Wiseman, Mr. H. Laver and Mr. G. Joslin, of 
Colchester, were cordially thanked for their services as Auditors. 

Five new members were unanimously elected, and a 
vote of thanks to the chairman having passed by acclamation, 
the business meeting concluded. The Secretary then read 
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some brief notes, hastily prepared by Mr. J oseph Olarke, 
F.S.A.. descriptive of some recent discoveries on the site of 
the Castle at Saffron Walden :-

Through the liberality of Mr. G. S. Gibson, a vast quantity of 
rubbish had been cleared away, and four massive flint arches, 12ft. 
thick, brought to light. In the centre of an area about 44ft. in extent 
each way, below what in ancient times was the surface, there was 
discovered a square block of masonry, some lOft. thick each way, 
with a large square of hewn stone at each corner, which was evidently 
intended as a support to the beams that bore up the floor above. 
From one portion of the walls was a proj ection almost indicating that 
an arch had been turned to it, crypt-like. The whole o£ the enormous 
r emaining mass was composed of flint, conglomerated with a hard, 
cement-like mortar. In Mr. Clarke's opinion there was no indication 
of a Roman origin of the work, During the clearance a Norman spur, 
a mediawal bronze round bell, and a saxon spear head had been found. 
In the north-west angle was found a well, with holes !or the feet the 
wbole depth; and evidently there had been a spiral staircase leading 
from an upper apartment to the well. 

A. short paper upon the recent discovery of Roman 
material in the walls of Little Bentley Church by Mr. F. 
M. Nichols, F.S.A.., who was unable to be present, was 
~lso read by Mr. King, as follows :-

Little Bentley Church has a chancel, with lancet windows, probably 
of the early part of the 13th century, the walls of which were taken 
down and rebuilt (as nearly as might be as before) about 16 or 18 years 
since. In examining the exterior north side of this chancel, I found 
in the lower part of the wall (which had not been touched during the 
restoration), embedded in the mortar and other work of a later period, 
masses of unmistakably Roman material, consisting chiefly of very 
hard brick fragments attached to mortar almost equally hard, made up 
with broken bricks, like the red mortar of the walls of Colchester. 1 
afterwards found blocks of the same material re -inser ted in the re-built 
wall on the south side of the chancel. The west portion of the chancel 
walls (not containing Roman fragments) appears to be of earlier date, 
probably Norman . work, in which bricks have been used in regular 
courses. This material is similar to the Norman bricks (commonly 
called H.oman) with which we are so familiar in Colchester Castle, St. 
Botolph's Priory, and elsewhere in that town. Adjoining the chancel 
on the north side is a Chantry Chapel, founded I believe, in 1386 by 
the Feo:ffees of Sir John le Gross, the deceased lord of Little Bentley. 
(See Morant, vol. i., p. 447.) I may mention that this family of which 
Morant gives some slight account from the time of Edward ll., may 
be traced back in connection with Bentley to the beginning of the 13th 
century. The building of the chancel which I have described may, 
therefore, probably be attributed to them. On the floor of the Chantry 
Chapel is a memorial brass to one of the family of Pyrton, Lords of 
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this place at a later time-probably Sir William Pyrton, Captain of 
Guisnefl, who died 1490. The inscription is missing. And in the 
vault below rests, not altogether undisturbed_:.the vault having in 
the recent alterations been converted into a stoke hole-the coffin of 
Paul, second and last Viscount Bayning, of Sudbury, who died in 
1638. This family whose honours of nobility lasted about 20 years 
(1617-1638), had a great mansion in Little Bentley, of which only some 
slight traces now remain. I have often wondered that in the Tendring 
Hunm·ed, and in the fair valley of the Stour, almost under the walls 
of one of the most important cities of Roman Britain so few remains 
of Roman buildings are known to exist. I have, therefore, thought 
it worth while to call attention to these scanty vestig·es of a substantial 
Roman edifice, which probably occupied the site of Little Bentley 
Church, or some contiguous spot. With this exception, I cannot myself 
recall anything Roman which has been found east of Colchester. 

A coloured sketch by Mr. Nichols, taken from his note 
book, was exhibited to the Meeting in illustration of his 
remarks. 

During the meeting Mr. Andrew Hamilton exhibited 
some interesting fac simile drawings from his collection of 
painted glass, also a drawing of a head of St. Edmund 
from a window that was to be seen at one time in the 
church of St. James, Bury St. Edmunds, but it is now in 
a private collection. He had thought, he said, that this 
might be like the head in Greensted Church; but Captain 
Budworth told him it was not. Captain Budworth said 
there was no similarity between the two. This was a 
three-quarter face, while that at Greensted was in profile. 

After an adjournment of an hour for luncheon, the 
Meeting proceeded to Ongar Church which was briefly 
described by Mr. C. F. Hayward, F.S.A., who remarked, 

That having never seen the building before, it might perhaps seem 
presumptuous in him to say anything about it. But it appeared to 
him that they were in the presence of what they generally found in 
old churches, namely, various dates. No doubt this was a very old 
foundation, as was evidenced by the Norman windows in the chancel, 
which had been carefully restored, so as to preserve as much as 
possible the original shape. He was glad, too, to see that some of the 
old monuments remained, and probably in situ. He did hope that the 
Clergy there, and all interested in their churches, would take great 
care not to allow the monuments to be carted off and put away 
anywhere and everywhere rather than allowed to remain in the 
cp.urch itself. This had been too much the case of late years. 
Notwithstanding their incongruities, some of these monuments were 
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of inestimable value, or would be so in after years. Coming from the 
Norman to the Early English p eriod, he was of opinion that the 
pretty little triplet window on the south side of the chancel was 
placed there at a later date, but was no · doubt an imitation of the 
Early English window that formerly existed there. Probably there 
had been another triplet window to correspond. He could not think 
the present west window was an ancient one, though it might be an 
imitation of what was there before. The chancel arch was a very 
good specimen of the Perpendicular style,. and £rom the look of the 
carved corbels of the roof and other things, he thought there must 
have been much more beauti£ul work in the Church than they saw 
there now. The roof he believed to be a Jacobean imitation of an 
older roof. Attention was called by Mr. Hayward to a curious little 
niche in the north chancel wall, which had evidently been at one time 
used as a means of communication with the outside, and which he 
thought might be a little almonry, through which alms were passed 
from inside ; but Mr. Hamilton thought it was more probably a small 
hagioscope for an anchorite ; and it was stated that locally it was 
known by tradition as "the leper's gate." 

Mr. King said that th9 theory that these "low side 
windows," so called, were constructed for the purpose of 
communicating lepers, as well as eleven other theories 
respecting them, had been conclusively disproved in a 
paper in the Archreological Journal* attributed to Mr. John 
Henry Parker. He had himself given a summary of 
argument in a note in the Transactions of our Society, 
(Vol. V. p. 159) and it is therefore unnecessary to repeat 
it here, suffice it to say, that there are examples of these 
windows on the Continent which are anything but low side 
windows, and would require a ladder to enable a leper to 
approach them; while, in this country, others are so near 
the ground that he would have been compelled to lie 
prostrate. At Ottery, near Bridgewater, Somersetshire, a 
buttress of the tower projects immediately in front of one, 
and so close as to prevent a person standing or kneeling in 
front of it, but the buttress is pierced in a direct line with the 
opening, and the distance appears to be too great either for 
communication or confession which some have also suggested 
was one of the uses. Mr. King had for 35 years accepted 
the explanation of their use suggested by Mr. J. J. Cole, 
which he had not yet seen controverted, that they were 

* Vol. IV. p. 314. 
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constructed to enable the sacristan to open the shutter and 
ring the sanctus bell agreeably to the Comltitutions of John 
of Peckham, in A.D. 1281 * To this he would add that in 
Nichols' Narrative of the days of the Reformation, occurs 
the following, which seems clearly to refer to the low side 
windows. "John Craddock, hys man, being Clarke to ring 
the bell and too help the priest too mass, untyll he was 
theatened that yf he dyd use to putt hys hand owtt of the . 
window to ring the bell, that a hand roon should make him 

. to smart." Squints or hagioscopes had obviously more 
uses than one, in some cases they were for the convenience 
of recluses,-but one most certainly was in relation 
to the Sanctus Bell. When, for example, they occur from 
the church porch, or, as at Eastwood in this county, from 
the tower at the west end of the S. aisle, in the direction 
of the high altar, it was in the former case to enable the 
sacristan to see the elevation of the Host and ring a hand
bell from the porch, in the latter to toll the bell in the 
tower. When a low side window is found as well, as at 
Eastwood, it was probably used only when there were few 
(if any) persons in the church besides the priest and 
sacristan, and the latter, acting as server, could not con
veniently leave the chancel. 

Passing from the church to the site of Ongar Castle 
which occupied a vast mound surrounded by a deep 
fosse and other considerable earthworks, but only a mere 
fragment of masonry remains, Capt. Budworth briefly 
sketched its history, and the party proceeded thence to 
Greensted Church, which Mr. C. F. Hayward, F.S.A., and 
M.R.I.B.A., described in a brief and interesting historical 
and architectural lecture, remarking that the structure had 
so often been described and illustrated that there was 
nothing really new to be said of it. Capt. Budwortli remarks 
in his Memorials hereafter referred to, " The original 
fabric was probably merely the extent of the present nave 
which consists entirely of rough trunks of trees placed 
perpendicularly and rudely let into each other, These no 

• Archreological Journal Vol. V. p. 70. 
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doubt originally rested on the ground, but the lower portion 
having become decayed by their contact with it, have been 
cut off and the part taken away supplied by a foundation 
of brick and an oak sill.'' 

" Upon the authority of an ancient Register of St. 
Edmundsbury, it is held that the nave was constructed in 
1013, as a temporary shelter for the body of St. Edmund, 
on its road from London (to which place it had been 
removed for safety during an incursion of the Danes) to be 
reinterred in its original sepulchre at Bury St. Edmunds. 
The Chronicle states that the body halted near Aungre 
( Ongar) where a wooden chapel remains as a memorial to this 
day." That the Church occupies the site of the temporary 
Shrine of St. Edmund has been generally accepted; that 
the present timberwork is of that remote elate has often 
been disputed. In a very concise " History of Greensted 
Church," by the Rev. P. VV. Ray, during whose incumbency 
the structure was restored, under the superintendence of 
Mr. F. H. Wyatt, may be found perhaps the most accurate 
description of the mode of construction with longitudinal 
and transverse sections of the trees. The building, says 
the writer, " is formed of split trunks of oak trees, the top 
part being cut to a thin edge, which is let into a deep groove 
in the plate and pinned. The bottoms of these upright 
timbers were morticed into the sill. Their sides were grooved 
with tongues of oak let in between them, so as to make the 
whole firm and weather-tight, upon the face of the timbers 
inside of the church wei·e a great number of triangular cuts 
having a rough bur on one side such as would be produced 
by the angle of an adze. These cuts were the key for the 
plaster with which the interior of the church was covered. 
There are 24 timbers on the south side, and 25 on the north. 
The nave is 29 feet 9 inches long, 14 feet wide and 5 feet 
6 inches high to the top of the plate. The west end was 
carried up in the middle, as high as the ridge of the roof, 
and consisted of two layers of planks fastened together with 
treenails. The planks are not long enough to reach the whole 
height, they are therefore so arranged as to break both the 
perpendicular and horizontal joints." This small volume 
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of 19 pages is still in print and may be consulted with 
ad vantage, as the result of careful examination when the 
construction was clearly exposed to view.* A plan, not 
quite accurate as to the situation of the doorway, as was 
pointed out by Mr. RaywaTd, with descriptions and illus
trations, may be referred to in" Memorials of the Antiquities 
and Architecture, &c., of Essex,'' by the Rev. Alfred 
Suckling. 

On quitting the Church the company partook of tea 
kindly provided by Mrs. Budworth on the lawn at the 
G:reensted Hall, and with a cordial expression of thanks 
by the Chairman on behalf of the Meeting to Captain 
and Mrs. Budworth for their hospitable reception of the 
Members and Visitors, and for the trouble and interest 
taken by Captain Budworth in promoting the success of 
the Meeting, which was largely attended, the pToceedings 
closed. 

* Vide "The History of Greensted Church," by Rev. P . W. Ray, Slocombe, Ongar, 
1869, and Appendix I. in" Memorials of the Parishes of Greensted- Budworth, Chipping 
Ongar, and Bigh Laver with an account of the F amilies of Cleeve and Budworth." 
By Philip John Budworth, M.A., &c., &c. Slocombe, Ongar, 1876. For additional 
information relating to Ongar, its Church and Castle, vide, "A few Notes on the 
Town and Parish of Chipping Ongar," by R . Ibbetson Porter, M.A., Rector, 
Slocombe, Ongar, 1877. 
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MANUDEN.-Embossed Briclc.-Mr. G. E . Pritchett, F.S.A. 
has sent a drawing, full size, of an embossed brick found some 
years ago by a man in digging a deep ditch near Manuden Hall. 
It is of very hard terra cotta, 3 inches thick, nearly 4 ihches wide, 
and 5f- inches long. In the centre is a bust in profile, the shoulders 
habited in a toga and upon the head a radiated crown. Its 
character seems to denote that it is intended for a Roman Emperor. 
On either side is a chimerical head terminating in remarkably bold 
and well-designed foliated scroll-work. It seems, as Mr. Pritchett 
suggests, of Jacobean character. The bottom and sides are very 
roughly made. It belongs to Mr. Storey, of Little Hallingbury. 
No other bricks or building material were found near it. 

A terra cotta brick of precisely the same dimensions, then in 
the museum of the late Mr. H. W. Rolfe, F.S.A., of Sandwich, 
but found many years previously by Mr. Boys, F.S.A., the historian 
of that town, is engraved in the Publications of the Antiquarian 
Etching Club, for 1852. 

The subject thereon represents apparently the stoning to death 
of two kneeling personages by two other figures in Roman military 
dress. Another, similar to this, is in the Society's Museum, at 
Colchester; presented by the Very Rev. John Bramston. A few 
other specimens are in the South Kensington Museum: 

They were perhaps chiefly used for interior decoration, and it 
would be desirable to know if any examples of their decorative 
use can be referred to in any existing building. One or two were 
observed by the Secretary some years ago, in the outer wall of a 
house at Strood by Rochester. 

LEIGH.-Tradesmen's Tolcens.--Mr. Philip Benton brought for 
inspection two tradesmen's tokens of this place, which are thought 
to be of previously unrecorded types. 

1. Obv. a lamb couchant. J oseph Lamb. 

Rev. 1':-8 of Lee, 1664. 

J oseph Lamb occurs as a tenant of the manor in 1626. One 
of the name was a shipwright. J onas Lamb, originally a sail
maker, arrived at considerable opulence ; his daughter, Martha, 
married to Charles Tyrell, Esq., of the ancient and knightly family 

D2 
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of Tyrell, of Gipping, in Suffolk, a branch of the Tyrells, of 
Heron. Abraham Lamb, Ship-carpenter, was grandson of J oan 
Sayer, to whom the next token relates. Isaac, his son, Distiller, 
died here in 1752. 

2. Obv. An Anchor. Legend,-At the Anker. 

Rev. R?l in Lee, 1664. 
This is undoubtedly the token of Robert Sayer and J oan his 

wife, Shopkeepers, at that precise date. The anchor their shop 
sign. There was no inn of that name. J oan Sayer survived her 
husband and died in 1689. H.W.K. 

STEBBING.-Ancient Arrow-head found in the Ohurch.-The 
Rev. A. B. Bingham Wright, Vicar of the Parish, has favoured 
the Society with the following communication:-

The nave and aisles of St. Mary's, Stebbing -Archdeaconry of 
Colchester-are now being restored. The workmen, while engaged 
on the roof of the nave-an oak roof of the 15th century-made 
the following discoveries : many of the beams are in parts covered 
with shot marks, the shots being embedded in the wood, but in 
some cases remaining visible. On being easily extracted by a 
knife, the shots prove to be rough slugs about the weight of N o. 4. 

The workmen also found three (if not more) arrow-heads 
which bad lodged in the beams. Of these I have secured 
one, the others having been unfortunately lost. It 'is the 
iron arrow-head of a longbow shaft, 1-§--inch long. It has 
two longitudinal ribs (vide engraving). From its ap
pearance it seems to have been brased, and hardened at 
the point, as enacted by Henry IV. There was no part of 
the shaft remaining, but in another arrow-head, which is 
lost, there was a small portion of the shaft. This arrow

head was found in the main beam nearest to the east-end of the 
nave. It had been let fly from westwards. It seems to have 
just buried itself in the beam. I have inspected the hole. I have 
also inspected the hole from which came the arrow-head which 
retained a portion of the shaft. This head had lodged in a rafter 
a little to the west of the centre of the nave, and had been shot 
from the east. Its line of flight had been direct, and it had entered 
the rafter at about an angle of 45. The finder told me that it 
(i.e.-I suppose the -piece of shaft remaining in it) projected 
slightly from the beam when he found it. The brar,e of the main 
beam near the rafter is marked by triangular indentations apparently 
produced by arrow-heads which had struck and glanced. So are 
many other braces, and other parts of the roof. I am clearly of 
opinion that the arrows were shot into the beams in situ, and not 
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into the trees from which they were cut. I am led to this 
conclusion by : 

1. The positions in which the heads were found. 
2. The triangular indentations referred to above. 
3. The coincidence of the shot marks. 
As to the occasion, or occasions, on which the arrows and shot 

were discharged, it is difficult to speak. One thing seems certain-
we have not come upon the traces of any skirmish. It is im
possible that attacked persons could have taken refuge among the 
beanis of the roof, and the varied positions of the shot and arrow 
marks show that the discharges were not directed at the roodloft. 
Were pigeons and jackdaws the objects of attack? Or have we 
found the relics of a feu de joie, on some occasion during the 
Great Rebellion, when an ill-conditioned mob testified their delight 
at a state of disorder which allowed them to insult and desecrate 
the Church? 

If the date of the arrow-head can be fixed it may perhaps help 
us to a conclusion. A.R.B. W. 

ToPPESFIELD.-&epulchml Monuments .-The Rev, W. J. Payne 
Curate of the parish, has, by request of the Secretary, sent the 
following report of some interesting discoveries recently made in 
Toppesfield church, as communicated by him in a letter to the 
East-Essere and Balstead Times. "During the absence of my 
Rector, the Rev. C. J. Taylor, I was asked by him to superintend the 
workmen who were preparing the chancel for the new stalls which 
the rector has lately placed there. During the work I was able 
to make some discoveries, which, have interested several to whom 
I have mentioned them. It became necessary to remove a very 
ancient incised slab of a man in armour, which formed part of the 
pavement, to another position, where it would not be concealed by 
the new stalls. This slab is described in Wright's History of 
Essex, vol. 1, p. 649, as follows --" A tombstone on the ground 
in the chancel bears the effigy of a man, but no inscription." On 
the men lifting it, however, I at once saw that it bore one, as the 
name T homas appeared as soon as the head part of the stone was 
raised. I took some rubbings, and though a portion of the in
scription was much defaced, I was able at last to make out 
satisfactorily the whole of it. On one half of the bevel, at the 
head, was t THOMAs, while on the bevel on the right side I made 
out, LE DESPENSER LORDE HAVE MERCIE MElWIE MERCI' AMEN. 
The words, Le Despense?' Lo?·de have, are much defaced, yet some 
of the letters are so plain as to leave no doubt in my mind that I 
have correctly deciphered them. The letters are of the 14th century, 
and the slab bears a great resemblance to the one in Bitton 
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Church to the memory of Sir John de Bitton, figured in Boutell's 
"Christian Monuments." The time corresponds to that when the 
L e Despensers owned Camoys, the largest manor in the parish. 
" On the decease of Ralph (Camoys) in 1295, Margaret, his sister, 
succeeded to the estate. whose first husband was Philip Le Despenser 
fourth son of Hugh, Earl of Gloucester," by whom she left sons, 
as the estate, on her death in 1330, was held by her eldest son, 
Philip Le Despenser; so, probably, Thomas was a younger son. 
The figure bears his shield in a very unusual position, covering as 
it does the whole of his breast. The bevelled edges and the letters 
on the bevels show that originally the slab covered a raised tomb 
under a canopy in the north wall, as the other half of the head 
bevel, and the other side, bear no inscription. From the legs of 
Thomas Le Despenser being crossed, he was probably the founder 
of the church that existed before the present structure, and as his 
mother's name was Margaret, the probability is increased by the 
fact that Toppesfield Church is dedicated to St. Margaret, his 
mother's christian name suggesting th.e saint. There is also in the 
chancel, in the south wall, an altar tomb, bearing a rich foliated cross, 
but no inscription, beneath a canopy ; this has been restored by the 
rector, and as one of the quatrefoils, bearing the slab on which the 
cross is carved, had to be supplied, five-sixths of the ancient one 
being lost, on removing the existing quatrefoils, I discovered that 
two quatrefoils and a trefoil, at the west-end, were made out of a 
solid block of clunch, that originally had been the middle sill of a 
decorated window, and here probably in this tonib is the original 
sill of the old east window's middle light. W. J. PAYNE. 

Retrospections, Social and .Archceological.- By C. RoACH 
SMITH, F.S.A., &c.-The first volume of this work, of which the 
early publication was announced in the last issue of the Society's 
Transactions, has since appeared. It may in some degree be 
described as autobiographical, but is largely interspersed with 
recollections and memorials of many distinguished archreologists 
and others who have been associated with the author in the lifelong 
work in which he has been engaged with such eminent success, 
the study, and as the result of comprehensive and scientific 
investigation, the elucidation of our National Antiquities; and 
necessarily, from his accurate knowledge of their historical value, 
no one had laboured more seduously for their preservation. 

From a more strictly archreological point of view, the volume is 
replete with interest, for as the writer records much of his personal 
wvrk, he, in reality, chronicles the progress of antiquarian research 
in England upon scientific principles. Only the most patient, 
zealous, and single-minded research, extending over many years, 
could have produced his "Illustrations of Roman London," 
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literally dug out deep from beneath the surface of the ground, and 
often amid the greatest obstacles, less perhaps of nature, than 
those often interposed by men. In this work, Roman London, 
buried for ages, may be said to have been brought to life and light. 

Himself the founder of the British Archmological Association, 
(p. 76) the narrative of his recollections of the early congresses 
and the work accomplished will be read with interest. The 
Oollectanea Antiqua, he tells us, preceded the formation of the 
Society, and, appositely, he reprints a portion of what h'e then 
wrote for its preface, for, he says it seems as applicable now as then. 
Space permits but the extru.ction of the first paragraph here. 
" The healthful study of Antiquity has been to a certain extent 
popularised since the first parts of the Oollectanea Antiqua were 
published. The formation of the British Archmologioal Association 
has not only been t he means of instituting numerous kindred 
societi6s, but it has also roused antiquaries themselves to be more 
active ; to go abroad into the field of archmological research, and 
no longer to be mere passive recipients of information, which 
chance might throw in their way." This was an influence certainly 
exerted by the author, and such the results; since then, the 
Oollectanea Antiqua has extended to seven volumes, and will always 
be consulted as a repertory of antiquarian learning and scientific 
research. In the 'Retrospections' we have records of the writer's 
visits to Richborough, Reculver and Lymne; these resulted in a 
volume ; the excavations at Lymne and Pevensey, in two other 
historical and descriptive reports. There are memorials of visits to 
the Roman Wall, the Potteries on the Medway, and the sites of 
Roman and Saxon remains in various parts of England, which 
space fails specially to enumerate. Pre-eminently stand the laborious 
researches in Roman London. "The Roman remains of Colchester 
and its vicinity," he records "were rendered accessible to me by 
the kindness and hospitality of Mr. Vint, the Rev. Henry J enkins, 
the Rev. John Papillon, Mr. Round, Mr. Brown, Mr. Wire and 
Mr. Tabor." His researches at Oamulodnnum were important and 
fruitful, and the author has again and again illustrated its 
antiquities. Nor ought it to be omitted as a matter of interest to 
Essex Archmologists, that in this volume Mr. H.oach Smith has 
again expressed his unaltered conviction on the character of the 
chalk wells opening into chambers, in or adjoining the villages of 
Ohadwell and Little Thurrock near Tilbury, similar to others in 
Kent, which he first printed in his Oollectanea Antiqua, vol. vi. p. 246. 
There he writes, "The most conclusive evidence of the antiquity 
of these chalk pits is afforded by Pliny the Naturalist, whose 
testimony has, very singularly, been overlooked. Speaking of the 
various kinds of earths, and especially of marls (a Gaulish and 
British word he remarks), he describes the white chalk called 
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argentaria, that is to say the finer kind used by silversmiths for 
cleaning plate. It is obtained he says, by means of pitH, sunk 
like wells, with narrow mouths to the depth, sometimes, of one 
hundred feet, where they branch out like the veins of mines ; and 
this kind is chiefly used in Britain." (N at. Hist., lib. xvi., cap. 8.) 
" It is thus evident that some of these pits must be anterior to the 
time of Pliny." 

There are no other extant excavations of the kind but such as 
these which answer so precisely to the description of Pliny, and 
it may be asked if these are not such, where are they to be sought? 
It has been pertinently suggested that those sinkings which have 
not lateral chambers were probably abandoned because the chalk 
was not sufficiently fine or good for the purposes required. 

In these pages the volume is brought under brief notice, chiefly 
and necessarily in its archreological aspect, but in other subjects 
and relations these 'Retrospections ' abound in interest which has 
already been widely acknowledged. 

REcoRDs oF ST. MICHAEL's PARISH CHURCH, BisHoPs 
STORTFORD.-Edited by J. L. GLASSCOCK, Junr. This parish 
borders so closely upon the County of Essex, that its parochial 
records are of almost equal interest to Essex Archreologists, though 
indeed the result of the Editor's labours will no doubt be 
appreciated more widely. Bishops Stortford may be congratulated 
upon having possessed a long succession of conservative church
wardens, and upon having a parishioner as diligent, careful and 
painstaking as Mr. Glasscock. Early churchwardens' accounts 
and other parish records have been, almost everywhere, wantonly 
or ignorantly destroyed ; fortunately they exist at Chelmsford and 
Great Dunmow; nor have the parish registers been spared. They 
have been sometimes burnt or used as waste paper. One Essex 
churchwarden, who kept a chandler's shop, used the register down 
to the 18th century to wrap up his butter, cheese and groceries; 
another, a barber, to cleanse his razors ; two others, after 
consultation, consumed the register in the church stove, on the 
ground that no one could read it, and a parish clork (not in Essex) 
used an entire register for "the utilitarian purpose of singeing 
geese," by which the ancestral records of Lord Fauconberg and 
family, contained in it, were destroyed. Some have been carried 
away to remote parishes and only recovered by accident, a century 
afterwards. These examples are comparatively recent, though it 
is improbable that the like will again occur. 

The churchwardens' accounts of Bishops Stortford extend from 
1432 tv 1440, and from 1482 to 1582 (about 15 years missing), 
others, though the date is lost, appear to be temp. Edw. IV. and 
Rich. III., late Hen. VII. or early Hen. VIII., whence they run 
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to 6th, Edw. VI. Book No. 2 contains accounts from 1583 to 
1661 (18 years missing), and from 1680 to 1700 (7 years missing). 
Other records exist and are noticed besides these, and later accounts. 
Local as the accounts are, they possess much more than a merely 
local interest; and have been edited and annotated with evident 
care. The Inventories of the Church goods occupy some 15 
pages; but the interest of the volume centres in the early church
wardens' accounts; of these no adequate statement can be given 
without more copious extracts than space permits. The editor has 
somewhat enhanced the value of the volume by references to the 
whole of the monumental inscriptions by names and dates, but 
only a few are printed in full. His apology for not printing 
extracts from the Parish Registers has some force, that extracts 
only would be worse than useless. Upon this subjeet it may be 
said that the thanks of antiquaries and historical genealogists are 
due to the Rector of Stock for having followed the example of the 
late Dean of Westminster, and printed the Registers of that parish. 
Without comparing the registers of a village church with those of 
the historic church of Westminster, (edited by our associate, the 
late Col. Chester,) still many obscure village church registers are 
often found to contain entries of previously unknown historical 
value, and othe:s are as likely to remain unknown for generations 
to come. At all events, should any early churchwardens' accounts 
exist in this county, l.ne pages of this Journal are open to receive 
them, unless an independent vehicle for their publication be 
preferred. Reference to the extracts of those of Chelmsford and 
Dunmow, already published by the Society, and to the earlier 
records printed by Mr. Glasscock, will suffice to show their value. 

THE CHURCH BELLS OF ESSEX. 
The earliest opportunity is taken, through the medium 

of the Society's Transactions, to announce to members the 
proposed publication of a work on the Church Bells of 
Essex, by Mr. Thomas North, F.S.A.., author of the 
Church Bells of Leicestershire, Northamptonshire and 
Rutland &c., &c. The high reputation of these volumes, 
and the accurate knowledge of the subject possessed by 
Mr. North, offer an assurance that the work will be as 
ably and accurately executed as those which have preceded 
it. The most authoritative reviews, and that eminent 
campanologist and writer on Church Bells, the Rev. H. T. 
Ellacombe, author of the Church Bells of Devon, &c., have 
already stamped their approval of the admirable manner in 
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which Mr. North's previous volumes have been produced. 
"No compiler " says the A tlzenceum " is likely to surpass 
Mr. North in care and diligence." Members of the Essex 
Archreological Society can hardly fail to recognize the value 
of the proposed publication, and may be assured that it 
cannot be undertaken by any one more competent. Those 
who have visited many Essex campaniles will know that 
we possess a large number of ancient inscribed bells dating 
before and after the 16th century. They will know also 
that a considerable number have been recast in modern 
times, without a record of their date, character or 
inscriptions. Others, from fracture or other causes, may 
be molten in the furnace. 

Many of the Clergy, members of this Society, and others, 
especially those who have collected Bell Inscriptions, it is 
hoped may be willing to assist the author by contributing 
information. With this view Mr. North's desiderata and 
instructions are appended, and commended to their attention 
and consideration. 

As bell inscriptions are seldom given correctly in 
topographical works, and without extreme accuracy any 
attempted description would be worthless, it is important in 
all cases to send rubbings, and, even in modern inscriptions, 
it is desirable that all should be aware of the necessity of 
care in copying each letter as it appears on the bell. All 
ancient bells should be rubbed because the founder~s marks 
&c., &c., are engraved. 

Parish of 
Information desired':.- · 

I . The Dedication o£ the Church. 
II. The Number o£ Bells, and whether there is any Sanctus, Priest's 

or other small Bell. 
III. Rubbings o{ their Inscriptions, including all Initial Crosses, 

Stops, Al·ms, or Devices, numbering each rubbing according / 
to its Bell. L N.B. The srnallest Bell is called tl~e lst. J · 

IV. The diametel' of each Bell at its mouth, which gives tb / 
approximate weight, [If c·raoked, or out of order please Sa'lj .'..u. J 

V. Extracts o£ Notices o£ Bells in Church Registers, Church
wardens' Accounts, or other Parish Documents, however 
meagre such Notices may be. 

VI. Oonies o£ Inscriptions on Walls o£ Belfry, or elsewhere, 
:relating to the Bells. 
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VII. Notes of any Peculiar Uses of Bells: -
(a) Whether the Morning, Mid-day, Curfew, or other Daily 

Bell is rung·? If so, at what hour, and which Bell, and 
whether the day of the month is tolled? or formerly? 

(b) Whether ''The Pancake Bell'' is rung on Shrove-Tuesday? 
If so, which Bell, and at what hour? 

(c) The Gleaning Bell during harvest, which Bell, and at what 
hour? or formerly? 

(d) State the mode of ringing the Death-knell or "Passing 
Bell," to denote age and sex. When 1·ung, before or 
after ? How soon after death ? 

(e) Whether there is any Ringing or Chiming at Funerals? or 
any remembrance of such in past times? State present 
custom. 

(f) State the use of Bells on Sunday : any early peals? How 
used for Divine Service? Any Sermon-bell? If so, which 
Bell is used, and when rung? or formerly? 

(g) Any bell rung for Vestry or Town Meetings? Market Bell? 
Oven Bell? Fire Bell? Apprentice Bell? &c., &c. 

(h) Any ringing on Festivals or Anniversaries? e.g., the 5th 
November? or formerly? 

( i) Any ringing when Banns of Marriage are first published? or 
Wedding Peals, or on day afterWedcling? m·formerly? 

(le) Any special ringing in Lent, Advent, or during· any other 
Season of the Church's year? or formerly? 

(l) If there is a Priest's or small Bell, how and when is it used? 
(m) Whether there are any other peculiar use of the Bells? 

If so please to particularize them. 
VIII. Notes of any Local Traditions (however apparently trivial) re

specting the Bells of the Parish and their uses in past times. 
IX. Is there any Endowment or bequest to the Bells, or for 

Ringing.[ The sources of all information given, will, when 
used, be carefully acknowledged. 

Please send as soon as possible to Mr. ·NORTH, F.S.A., 
Llanfrtt'rfechan, .North Wales. 

INSTRUCTIONS ._¥OR TAKING RUBBINGS OF INSCRIPTIONS ON BELLS OR 

OTHER RAISED LETTERS. 

Supply yourself with strips of thin Printer's demy paper, and bits of black Upper 
Leather, which may be picked up in any Cobbler's sweeping corner. Lay the paper 
over the inscription- keeping it steady as best you may-then rub the paper with the 
black leather, where you feel the letters or stamps, and they will soon stare you in the 
face (though before, perhaps, they were illegible), and you will be pleased at yom own 
quick and handy work. Follow the inscription all round the Bell, rubbing any scroll 
work, &c., between the words; also any other marks, &c., on other parts of the Bell. 

It may be well to brush the letters first of all with a dry hard brush. I-Ieel-ball is 
better suited for incised work: such rubbings may be made by reaching round a bell 
when from some impediment or other, you may not be able to get rolmd to read it. A 
second person to hold the paper is a help. 

* * • Mr. NORTH will gladly (being informed of the number of Bells) send ships of 
Paper if desired. Stnps of paper-hanger' s lining paper. and a bit of heel-ball from the 
Shoemaker's will ordinarily answer the purpose, if such materials are more easily 
procurable. 

E2 



DONATIONS TO THE SOCIETY. 

BooKs. 

Collections Historical andArchreological relating to Montgomery
shire and its Borders. Vol. XV., Parts 1, 2, 3, and Vol. XVI., 
Parts 1, 2, 3. Powys-land School of Art. An Address by the 
Powvs-land Club. 

Wiltshire Arch reo logical and Natural History Magazine. Parts 
59, 60, 61. By the Wiltshire Archreological and Natural History 
Society. 

Sussex Archreological Collections. Vol. XXXU. By the 
Sussex Archreological Society. 

Collections of the Surrey Archreologic'l.l Society. Vol. VIII. 
Part 2. Rules and List of Members of the Surrey Archreological 
Society. By the Society. 

Transactions of the London aud Middlesex Archreological 
Society. Vol VI. Part 1. By the Society. 

Ancient Cambridgeshire, and Cambridge Antiquarian Society's 
Publications. Vol V., No. 1., and List of Members of the Society. 
By the Society. 

Transactions of St. Paul's Ecclesiological Society. Vol. I., 
Part 3. By the Society. 

Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries of London. Vol. IX., 
Parts 1 and 2, with List of Fellows of the Society. By the Society. 

Proceedings of the Royal Institute of British Architects. By 
the Institute. 

Transactions of the Epping Forest and County of Essex 
Naturalists' Field Club. Vol. I., Part 3. Vol. II., Part 6. Vol. III., 
Part 7. By the Club. 

Transactions of the Exeter Diocesan Architectural Society. 
Vol. II., Part 3. (Second series) By the Society. 

Journal of the Royal Archreological Institute of Great Britain 
and Ireland. By G. Alan Lowndes, Esq. 

Rapports sur l'activite de la Commission Imperiale Archeologique 
pour les annees 1878 et 1879. St. Petersburg de L' Academie 
des Sciences, 1881. · 

Retrospections, Social and Archreological, Vol. 1., 1883, by 
C. Roach Smith, F.S.A., &c. Presented by the Author. 
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Anniversary Address to the Numismatic Society of London, by 
John Evans, D.O.L., &c. By 0 . Roach Smitb, Esq. 

Colchester Castle a Roman Building, 4th section, by George 
Buckler. Presented by the Author. 

Origines Oelticro, by Edwin Guest, Esq., LL.D., D.O.L., F.R.S. 
Presented by the Rev. Oecil Deedes. 

The Episcopal Church in Orkney, 1688-1822. Pres0nted by the 
Rev. 0 . L. Acland. 

ANTIQUITIES. 

A Roman Urn, Roman Beads and Bronze Bodkin. Presented 
by Henry L aver, Esq. 

Inscribed Stone, brought from Nineveh by Commodore J ohn 
Croft Hawkins, in 1838, who was at that time in command of the 
East India Company's ship '' Olive," on the Euphrates; it had 
been in the possession of the Commodore's family until July, 1882, 
when it was presented by his nephew, the Rev. B. R. J. Hawkins, 
to the Museum. 

The following account of it was given by Mr. White, Librarian 
of Trinity College, Cambridge, at a meeting of the Cambridge 
Antiquarian Society, 23rd April, 1883, as reported in the Oam
bn"dge Chronicle, April 28th, 1883 : . 

The stone was but a fragm ent of an insc1·iption recording the War of Sargon against 
M~rodach-Baladan. This Sargon usurped th e Throne of Sbalmaneser, and reigned 
from n.o. 721 to n,o, 704, when he was succeeded by his Son Sennacherib. H is name 
occurs. but once in the Sacred Writings, being mentioned by (Isaiah xx., 1) in the 
following words: "In the ye~r that Tartan cam e nnto Ashdod (when Sargon, the 
King of Syria sent him) and fought against Ashdod and took it," Besides being a 
mighty \.Varrior, he was also the builder of many useful and magnificent. works. 

Merodach-Baladan, whose defeat Sargon here records , began to reign as King of 
Babylon B.o. 721, the same year that Sargon ascended the Throne of Assy ria . He 
appears to have been the leader of a people unsuccessfully struggling for liberty, for 
whilst he held his court in his father's city of Bit· Yakin, Tiglath -Pileser made him 
tributary to the Assyrian kings, and he appears quietly to have submitted during·the 
re:naindPr of his reign, and that of his successor, Shalmancser l V., but in the first 
year of [the usurpation of] Sargon, the Chaldreans threw off the yoke, and placed 
themselves under the Government of ~i erodach-llaladan. Sargon was too much 
occupied at that time to put down this revolt, and Merodach- Baladan was allowed to 
remain in quiet possession of his throne for twelve years. But at last came the day 
of reckoning; and Sargon advanced against him with a g reat army. Although,
to quote the words of Sargon in the inscription-" he (Merodach-Baladan) had 
strengthened his citadel," and made well-nigh impregnable "his great fortress," yet 
"I cut him off from the midst of Babylon." Re awaited not the arrival of Sargon, 
but took to flight, or ns Sargon expresses it " he had gone round and gone." He had 
fled to his own city, Bit-Yakin, near to the mouth of the Euphrates, where he prepared 
for a vigorous resistance, and awaited the advance or Sargon, who soon gained a 
complete victory over him, plundering his palace and burning his city, but sparing his 
life. Upon the death of Sargon, B.o. 704, the Babylonians revolted against his son 
and succe•sor, Sennacherib, and Merodach-Baladan, who escaped from captivity, 
having murdered Ragisa, re-ascended the throne, from which, in B.o. 702, Sennacherib 
finally expelled him. 
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This Merodach-Baladan is the same kin er of Babylon, who sent Letters and a Present 
to Hezekiah , when he had heard that h~ had been sick, and to whose Ambassadors 
H ezekiah shewed all the Treasures of his house. 

By the kindness of Prof. Sayee, of Queen's College, Oxford, Mr. White has been 
enabled to append the following translation of the Fragment:-

1. . . . ... • the disturbance I coerced and 1 . . ...... .. ...... . . 
2. . . . ... . . alone be trusted and to ...... .. ..... . .... . .. .. . . . 
3. . .. ... .. he revolted and made war ... ..... .. ..... . .... ... . 
4. . . ...... and lord of the great Merodaoh .. .. ... ..... .. . . . . 
5. . ...... . I (?) cut him off(?) from the midst of Babylon ... .. . 
6. . ....... and he strengthened his citadel, the men ....... . . . 
7. . ..... .. (from) before his great fortress he . . ... . ......... . 
8. • . . ..... his present be completed ; the city, a place .. . .... . 
9. , . .. . . .. the place of his camp, (his) fighting-men ......... . 

10. . ....... his ... . be had gone round and gone ........... . . . 

DoNATIONS IN AID OF THE J ouRNAL 

Twelve Plates illustrating Mr. H. E croyd Smith's Paper on 
the Ancient Cemetery at Saffron W alden. Presented by the late 
George Stacey Gibson, Esq. 

The number of Visitors to the Museum during the year ending 
30th of June, 1883, was 17,841. 



REPO RT READ AND ADOPTED AT THE ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING AT COLCIIESTER 

1sT AuGusT, 1882. 

In presenting their Annual R eport, the Council desire on this, the 
first public occasion that has been afforded them, to record their sense 
of the loss which the Society h as suffered since the last General 
Meeting, by the death of two of its Vice-Presidents, the V en. Arch
deacon Ady, and Mr. P erry-Watlington, and one of its Honorary 
Members, Colonel Chester. 

Meeting to-day in the Archdeaconry of Colchester, where the late 
Archdeacon was so highly esteemed for his personal character and in 
his ecclesiastical office, as indeed, throughout the county, they need 
only say that in relation to this society he had always taken a deep 
interest in its obj ects and prosperity; had ever been one of its 
warmest patrons, and rar ely, if ever, failed of being present at its 
meetings when held within his Archdeaconry. 

Yet more r ecently the Council have to regret the loss by death of 
one of its Honorary Associates, Colonel Chester , a good antiquary, and 
a distinguished historical genealogist, who had rendered great service 
to the society. In 1863 h e contributed to its Transactions a paper on 
" The influence of the County of E ssex in the settlement and family 
history of N ew England," " with which," he states, " this county had 
more to do, and exerted more influence than all the rest of England 
combined." It is a paper that, probably none but he could have 
written, and it asserted and established a fact that was previously 
unknown here. Four years later he contributed another on " Essex 
Family Nomenclature in New England." During the whole period of 
his connection with this society, his voluminous MS. collections were 
always available for its use ; and · h e often willingly undertook for it 
protracted and laborious research, as the pages of the Journal testify, 
and will probably bear future evidence. His inter est in the society 
and in E ssex, as one of his ancestral count ies, was further manifested 
by the presentation to the library of his privately printed volume on 
"The R egisters of W estminster Abbey, " a work of national inter est, 
and a lasting monument of his accurate knowledge and exhaustive 
research. 

The Council are sure that they are but giving expression to the 
feeling of the general meeting in their desire to place these memorials 
upon record in the Society' s Transactions. 

With r eference to the condition of the society, it is satisf actory to 
be able to state that the casual losses of the past year have b een more 
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than compensated by the election o£ new members, although the 
number h as but slightl.Jr increased. · 

The Treasurer's Financial Statement shows an apparently large 
balance at the bankers o£ £156. This includes a sum o£ £42 that has 
accrued from Life Compositions, which, with the amount previously 
deposited in the Savings' Bank on the same account, making together 
(with interest ) about £70; the Council, according to practice, have 
authorized the Treasurer to invest, and this will be done immediately. 
·rhe available working balance is therefore £ 114, to meet the cost of 
printing, publishing, and other expenses of the past and present year. 

For the work of the Society the last Journal of Transactions will 
partly speak. Another portion is in the press, which, largely aided 
by a liberal private contribution of plates, will be copiously illustrated 
and complete, it is believed, a more than usually valuable volume of 
r ecords and cliscoveries. 

Members are probably aware that the Council have thought it 
would be a record of much inter est if they could obtain a descriptive 
catalogue of the church plate in the county. With this view they 
have directed a circular letter to be addressed to the Clergy and 
Churchwardens, by whose co-operation they hope to ae;complish the 
undertaking. The letter, with the requisite queries, will be issued as · 
soon as possible after the present meeting . 

They are glad to announce that the MS. Catalogue of the Museum 
is approaching completion, and that the public interest in the collection 
has in no degree climinisbed. 

At this meeting the annual election of the Council and officers takes 
place. Tho council have to exprel's their sorrow at the r etirement from 
among them and from the county, during the past year, of Dr. Bree, 
owing to continued ill health. To supply the vacancy thus caused, they 
b eg to recommend to the meeting for election, Capt. Budworth, of 
Greensted Hall, near Ongar . · 

In conclusion, the council wotlid remind the meeting that we are 
commemorating to-day the 30th anniversary of the society's formation. 
Inaugurated in Colchester on the 14th Dec., 18.52, by a very few 
members, under the Presidency of Mr. Disney, the founder of the 
Disney Professorship of Archreology in the University of Cambridge, it 
has slowly and steaclilyprogressecl, till it now exceeds 200 members-still 
a very inadequate roll. They venture to hope that this commemoration 
may be the co=encement of larger annual accessions than the past 
30 years have witnessed; and that the result of this meeting will be 
to evoke r enewed public interest in the work of the society, and bring 
to it increased ancl increasing support. 



REPORT READ AND ADOPTED AT THE ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING AT NASING, 9TH AUG., 1883. 

· Presenting to-day their 31st Annual Report the Council feel that 
they may confidently say that the Society was never in a more 
prosperous state. When they met at Waltham Abbey, 26 years ago, 
the number of Members was 157, There are now 225, rather exceeding 
the average which the Society has maintained for some years past. 

The Treasurer's Balance Sheet will shew that the finances of the· 
Society are in an equally satisfactory condition. The balance at the 
Bankers is £113 Ss. Od., and there are no outstanding debts. 'l'he 
Society has £166 3s. Id. Stock invested on account of Life Compositions 
at 3~- per cent; and £100, 3 per cent. Stock available for any 
extraordinary requi.J:ements, such as may probably, ere long, arise. 

Two important objects have specially and anxiously engaged the 
attention of the Council during the past year. The first, which has 
more than once been publicly notified, is their endeavour to compile 
a descriptive, and if possible, illustrated catalogue of the Church 
Plate in the County. This work they cannot hope to accomplish 
without the cordial co-operation of the clergy and churchwardens to 
whom a ·circular note was addressed last April. The r eplies that have 
been r eceived are sufficient to shew that there is a considerable 

" quantity of plate dating· from the Elizabethan period downwards, 
and at least one paten of the early part of the 16th Century has been 
preserved. Much is worthy of permanent record and often of 
illustration, more especially as it is obvious that in past years, and 
even in recent times, a much larger proportion of ancient plate has 
been consigned to the crucible, as parochial requirements seemed to 
justify, without any r egard to its archroological or artistic worth. 
Much is fortunately preserved. 

Such an object as the Council have in view has been most successfully 
accomplished within the Diocese of Carlisle. and a valuable illustrated 
volume has been produced. Comparing the descriptions and sketches 
that have been sent by many of the Clergy of this county, with those 
in this volume, much of the Essex church plate is of equal interest. 

Upon subsequent consideration of the subject, based on such in
formation as has been received, the council propose a general visitation 
of the churches, and an inspection of the plate by members of the 
society, and others who may be willing to undertake the work in their 
several neighbourhoods; and they believe they may confidently rely 
upon the co-operation of the clergy and churchwardens, which in 
numerous instances has been offered; Several copies of Mr. Cl'ipps' 
work on Plate Marks, have been provided for the use of gentlemen 
who may offer their services. These may be obtained on application 
to the Hon. Curator, the Rev. C. L. Acland, Colchester. 
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To accomplish the second obj ect, will demand a more strenuous 
effort, and it is desirable on the first public occasion that has been 
afforded, to submit a statement o£ their proposal to their meeting, and 
to the county. It is presumably well known that Mr. George Joslin 
o£ Colchester, has, with great knowledge and discrimination, and, it 
may be added, with equal industry and at much expense, acquired, 
partly by extensive excavations upon purchased ground, a large and 
valuable museum o£ Roman Antiquities-as a private local collection, 
probably unsurpassed in this country. It comprises numerous objects 
o£ Roman art and manufacture, all found in Colchester and its 
suburbs, illustrating in a remarkable manner, the habits and the 
r eligious, social and domestic life of the colonists o£ Camulodunum 
during· the four centmies o£ Roman occupation. Many obj ects are 
unique, and the historical and archooological value o£ the collection, 
more especially in relation to Colchester, cannot easily be overrated. 
It seems to have outgrown the limits that Mr. Joslin's r esidence can 
afford-at all events he has resolved to dispose o£ it . With a laudable 
desire that it shO"Llid, i£ possible, be preserved intact in this county 
and locally, at Colchester , h e has offered th e preemption, at its estimated 
pecuniary value, to the Museum Committees, and his proposal was 
laid before the Council at a Special Meeting·, held on the 16th o£ 
June, when it was resolved that a vigorous e:t:fort be made to secure 
the collection for the county. 

The Council need hardly say that the cost o£ it is utterly beyond 
the unaided means o£ the Society, they trust however that an appeal 
to the County may render the purchase practicable. 

It may be well to state, £or general information, that the large, 
valuable, and freely accessible Museum in Colchester Castle owes its 
origin, firstly, to a bequest to the Corporation o£ a collection of 
antiquities formed by Mr. Vint, \.2) the purchase, in 1861, by this 
Society, aided by private subscriptions, o£ the Acton collection, and 
(3 ) a subsequent donation o£ Colchester antiquiti es to the Corporation 
by the late Mr. Taylor. 'l'he Museum has since been largely 
augmented by casual gifts both to the Corporation and this Society. 

The purchase o£ the Acton collection was the r ecovery from a 
neighbouring county, and the saving from dispersion o£ a valuable 
collection o£ Colchester antiquities that had been continuously purchased 
from the town, which at that time disregarded them . Visitors to the 
Museum may now have the opportunity o£ contributing to their own 
future knowledge and grat ification by aiding in the purchase o£ the 
J oslin collection, with the recollection that the entire cost o£ providing 
cases and maintaining the Museum is annually defrayed by the 
Corporation and this Society. 

The Corporation have done much and ~Ir . J oslin and this Society 
have done much to r emove the old and oft repeated reproach upon 
the town that its antiquities were habitually sold ancl scattered all 
over England. The Council trust that it will not be revived by the 
r emoval or dispersion o£ the finest private collection of the Antiquities 
of Camulodunum that has yet b een formed. 



SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS AT COUNCIL MEETINGS. 
Colchester, 1st Feb., 1882, G. ALAN LoWNDES Esq., President in the 

chair.-Thanks were voted for presents of books. Paper by the Rev. 
H. L. Elliot on the De V ere Badges, accepted, and the necessary 
illustrations for the same and for Mr. Price's papel' on the Roman 
altar found at Colchester were ordered to be provided. The Hon. 
Curator reported that Mr. Price was making satisfactory progress in 
the compilation of the catalogue of the museum. The museum com
mittee was selected for one year. Annual General Meeting appointed 
to be held at Colchester, on 1st and 2nd of August, 1882, and the 
Secretary was desired on behalf of the Council, to invite the attendance 
of the Epping Forest and County of Essex Field Club.~ The Members 
of the Museum Committee were requested to make arrangements for 
the meeting. Two new Members of the Society were elected. 

Colchester, 27th May, 1882, G. ALA!.>' LowNDEs, Esq. , President, in the 
chai1·.-Thanks wer e voted for donations of books. Eight Members 
were elected. 

It was proposed by the President and resolved unanimously, that 
a circular letter be addressed to the Clergy and Churchwardens, 
soliciting their aid with the view to obtain a descriptive catalogue of 
the plate belonging to the churches of the county. 

The Hon. Curator again reported that satisfactory progress was 
being made by Mr. Price in preparing the Museum Catalogue, as far 
as leisure permitted, and that he was doing the work very well. The 
Secretary reported that there was ample matter promised for com
mencing a new part of the Transactions, that Mr.' Ecroyd Smith had 
prepared a paper on the British Oppidum, at Saffron W alden, foi
which Mr. G. l::ltacey Gibson had offered to contribute the drawings 
and illustrations at his own cost, requesting that he might be allowed 
to reprint the same for private circulation, that with the approval of 
the President Mr. Gibson's offer had been accepted with thanks, 
whereupon it was resolved unanimously that the aceeptance of Mr. 
Gibson's offer, with the conditions, be confirmed and the publication 
proceeded with. 

The Museum Committee having laid before the council an outline 
of the arrangements for the Annual Meeting-the several routes 
proposed for the excmsions· were considered, and that in the direction 
of Earls Colne and Coggeshall accepted, the details being left to the 
decision of the Committee. 

A vacancy having occurred in the Council by the r esignation of 
Dr. Bree, owing to his removal from this county, it was resolved that 
Capt. Budworth, of Greensted Hall, be recommended by the Council 
to the Annual Meeting, for election. 

The Secretary having reported that £42 had accrued from Life 
Compositions, and that a further sum amounting (with interest) to 
about £27 had been previously deposited in the Savings' Bank on the 
same account, the Treasurer was authorizecl to invest £70 on this 
account in the purchase of Capital Stock. 

It is also unanimously resolved. that a Vigilance Committee of the 
Council, or others, be appointed to watch the progress of church 

* The invitation was subsequently extended to the St. Paul's Ecclesiological Society. 
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restoration, with a view to the preservation of the architectural, 
monumental and fenestra! antiquities, and that the following b e 
requested to act as a Committee for this obj ect : Mr. Lowndes, Mr. 
Probert, the Rev. H . L. Elliot, the Rev. Dr. Hill, the Rev. C. L. Acland, 
Mr. F . M. Nichols, Mr. Sparvel-Bayly, the Rev. E. S. Corrie, and 
Mr. H. W. King. 

Colchester·, Ist .Aug ., 1882, G. ALAN LowNDEs, Esq., Pr·esidmd, 1·n the 
cka'lff.-Consideration of the Annual Report and Treasurer's Financial 
Statement. 

Colchester·, lOth Feb ., 1883, Rev. F. SPURRELL, in the chair·.-Thanks 
voted for Donations of Books. Two Members were elected. Examina
tion and orders for payment of accounts were made. 

T-he Secretary having read a minute of the Council 26th April, 1867, 
authorizing the Treasurer to appoint a Collector and a letter from the 
late Treasurer, Mr. Charles Gray Round, by which he appointed Mr. 
Josiah Parish, now lately deceased, the financial department being 
by that minute left in the hands of the Treasurer, Mr. J ames Round, 
M.P., being present at the meeting, appointed Mrs. Parish to the 
office of Collector, which was lmanimously approved. 

A portion of the Museum Catalogue, prepared by Mr. Price, was 
laid before the Council and the Hon. Curator reported that satisfactory 
progress had been made. 

Draft of a letter proposed to be addressed to the Clergy and Church
wardens in relation to the Church plate, was approved and ordered to 
be printed and issued. Mr. Laver was authorized to procure drawings 
of another Roman pavement found in Colchester for :future publication. 

Colchester, 16th June, 1883, G. ALAN LoWNDES, EsG]_., Pr·esident, in the 
chair.-Thanks were voted :for books presented. Eight Members were 
elected. Bills examined and ordered to be paid. 

This Meeting having been specially called "To consider how :funds 
· can be raised for the purchase o:f Mr. Joslin's Museum of Antiquities 

:found in the neighbourhood o:f Colchester , it was moved by the 
Chairman, seconded by the Rev. C. L . Acland, and unanimously 
resolved, That a vigorous effort be made to preserve Mr. Joslin's 
Museum :for the County, and that Mr. Laver be requested to cqm
municate this resolution to the Mayor with a view to the co-operation 
o:f the Town in this matter. 

The Secretary stated that he had issued the circular letter to the 
Clergy and Churchwa1·dens on the matter of the Church plate, in April 
last, but at present had received only 145 replies, and was therefore 
unable to present a systematic report, but had prepared a list of some 
of the more ancient and interesting examples of plate of which de-
scriptions had been sent. · 

After :further consideration of the subject, it was resolved that the 
Hon. Curator be authorized to purchase :four copies of Mr. Cripps' 
book of Hall Marks upon Plate, :for the use of those Members of the 
Society who would be willing to examine the Church plate in their 
several neighbourhoods. 

N asing, 9th.Aug., 1883, G. ALAN LowNDES, Esq., President, in the alw'lff.
Consideration of proposed Annual Report and Financial Statement. 






