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CHAPEL OF 5T. ELENE AT WICKEN BONHUNT, 4035

repairs and alterations were carried out in preparing the building for
the uses to which it is now put, the nave being turned into a cowshed
and the chancel fitted up for a hen-house.

At one time there was probably a north as well as a south door-
way. The latter, although much damaged, still exists and sufficient
remains to enable its character, to a certain extent, to be made out,
The north door has heen cut away to allow a wider opening to be
made for the entry of the cows and much damage appears to have
occurred at this part, as the stone wall has been removed and the
vacancy thus caused is closed by weather boarding. The east
window also is destroyed, a large door for the hen-house taking its
place.

In fixing the period of the building, the damages it has received,
especially by the removal of the doorways and east window, add
considerably to our difficulties, but there are still remaining some
very distinct characters which may be found useful.

The chancel arch has been removed almost entirely, some remains
of walling only showing where it stood.

The proportions are those usually found in churches of this size
and these therefore do not give us any help in determining its age.

There is nothing remarkable in the position of the windows, of
which there were probably three on each side, two of these were in
the nave and one in the chancel. Those which remain have im-
portant features. The remaining one on the north side of the
chancel is an unaltered original window, with very early features,
The arch, cut out of one stone, 1s round-headed and nearly plain, as
are the jambs, which are nclined mwards, the opening being 61
inches wide at the bottom, and 5} inches at the springing of the
arch. The whole height of the window being 1 foot 8 inches. This
sloping of the jambs indicates early work and in England raises a
suspicion of Saxon workmanship, but in Ireland it is found frequently
in buildings of the twelfth century. Surrounding the opening is a
rebate, but whether for glass or a wooden shutter is not clear,
although there are indications suggesting the latter form of closing
the opening. On the inside there is a considerable splay all round.

It will be observed in the plan that the remaining window on
the north side of the nave has been altered, at a very early period,
by being lengthened at the lower part, by the insertion of a stone on
the east side and by two more on the west and by another at the
bottom. These inserted stones are far inferior, both in workmanship
and material, to those of the upper part of the window.

Inside, instead of the downward slope, as seen in the other
windows, we have a feature which does not correspond in any way,
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The slope being formed by a series of steps, in the same way as seen
in the windows of the eastle, at Colchester, and elsewhere, but as
far as [ know, never seen in Saxon work. The fact that this early
Norman feature is an insertion, in a still earlier building, is very
suggestive.

In the west wall, at g feet from the ground, is a circular window,
1 foot 6 inches in diameter, probably an insertion in the Decorated
period in the place of a plain circular one, of which there are
indications in the remains of a circular splay on the inside.

The outside measurements of this little church are: nave, 26 feet
6 inches long, by 18 feet 6 inches wide. The chancel is square,
being 14 feet long and 14 feet broad.

The height of the walls to the present eaves is about g feet, and,
as mentioned before, some portion of the walls was removed when
the present or some other thatched roof was erected- The rubble
masonry, where not interfered with, is still very good and sound
and in places, especially where it is protected by the eaves, portions
of the original plastering still adheres. The walls are thin and are
only 114 inches thick at the sides, those at the ends are slightly
thicker,

There is no appearance of ‘long and short work,” a feature,
which could hardly be present when nearly the whole building is
formed of local boulders and rubble. There are, however, so many
features indicating a Saxon origin, that we may safely accept this as
a Saxon building. The most prominent characters favouring this
conclusion are, the slight thickness of the walls, the sloping jambs
of the windows, the big stones at the bases of all the quoins and the
insertion of an early Norman base to a window, which has still
earlier characters. Although none of these features alone can be
considered of sufficient importance to settle the period of the erection
of this interesting little building, still, so many Saxon features being
present to the entire exclusion of any distinctive Norman work, with
the exception of the altered window, it may be a sufficient justification
for the identification suggested.

Surrounding this chapel, and especially in the stack yard, when-
ever, for any cause, it becomes necessary to make any excavations,
the remains of human skeletons are constantly found. From their
frequency it is apparent that burials must have been carried out here
for many years. The graves were very shallow apparently, as
many of the skeletons are found only about 2 feet from the surface.
The fact that burials were frequent here, does not prove that this
church was parochial, as there are many instances on record where
interments are authorized at private or public chapelries,
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CHAPEL OF ST. ELENE AT WICKEN BONHUNT, 407

My thanks are due to my friend, Major Bale, for the excellent
drawings and plans, illustrating this paper. The present condition
of the north side of the chapel is well shown in the first plan, that
of the elevation,

The second illustration gives the ground plan, and the details of
two of the windows, and the remains of the south doorway.

In the external view of the window of the nave, the lengthening
by inserted stones at the base of the window, is very apparent, and
it will be here seen that the slope in the jambs is not continued in
the newer work. Above this window in the illustration, is a view
of the appearances seen inside the building and the substitution of
the step-like slope, mentioned before in lieu of the internal hottom
splay of the other window, which is shown on the same plan, and is
very clearly marked and is perhaps the only distinct Norman work
in the whole building.

The inclined jambs of the chancel window are also shown in this
illustration, and in both this window and that of the nave, the groove
for either glass or a shutter is very well indicated. As all these
details are drawn to scale, the original form and splay are well
exhibited.

The inner portion of the arch of the south doorway is still in
position, and, as far as possible, a copy is given in this drawing, but
when the building was altered the outer portions of the arch were
removed and the opening blocked up by masonry, so that all the
information this arch might give us, is not available, as only the
portion which appears in the drawing, is uncovered, a most regret-
table matter,

Essex Archaclogical Society’s Transactions.
Val. IX. New Series, p 406

ErraTUM.

By a printer's error it is stated that the thickness of
the walls of this building is 114 inches instead of the
correct measurement 1 foot 11} inches,
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UPHALL CAMP:

Notes on Ancient Entrenchments near Barking,
on the left bank of the river Roding.

BY WALTER CROUCH, F.Z.5., ETC.| V.P. ESSEX FIELD CLUB.

ArtrougH the Essex Archacological Society visited these earthworks
on the 21st June, 1839, no record occurs in our Transactions concern-
ing its origin or later history ; and it is only mentioned incidentally
as a Roman camp.
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On that occasion a cold luncheon was served in a marquee put up
in the adjoining field, through the kind leave of my old friend, the
late Mrs. Hunsdon, then resident at the manor-house of Laittle
Ilford,* on the other side of the river; who in later years removed
to the house within this camp; and in both houses I have, in the
past, enjoyed many a pleasant visit.

These earthworks have thus been familiar to me for over forty-five
years: and in 1868, 1 prepared a MS. account and a measured plan ;
when they were yet in a much better condition than at the present
time. The plan of this “capital messuage and farm" is, in the
main, based on the Ordnance Survey: and records the condition of
the entrenchments at that period.

The elevation of the land at Uphall is naturally so much higher
than on the right bank of the river (Little [lford parish), being some
20 feet above it, that no ‘wall ' is needed even at the highest tide—
the Roding even now being tidal up to Ilford; but on the western
banlk, the river-wall, or ‘innings,” are some 15 feet in height: and
these have been thrown up, long ago in the past, to prevent the
¢drowning " of the manor-farm meadows, and are now carefully
tended and repaired as occasion requires in order to prevent any
breach.

The total area of the camp contained over 48 acres: and, for the
past century at least, the best preserved portion was at the north-
west corner, whereon the mound and a portion of the rampart (or
spur) vet remain, and in much the same condition, being well
protected by a covering of grass,

The height of this mound, at the time of the plan, was about
28 feet: but it now appears to be more rounded, and is probably
somewhat lower through denudation. A portion of the rampart
adjoins the mound, and is continued in a north-easterly direction for
about 8o yards, behind the house and the large old barn® which
stands at the foot of the mount. [t has then been cut away and
levelled at some distant period, perhaps to allow of access to the
spring, the square pond, and water-cress beds, which lie low, between
the rampart and the river.

The farm-house and buldings of Uphall are given on the large
scale map of Chapman and Andre (plate xxi.), and also the stream
at Loxford bridge, but there is no indication of either earthworks
or mound.

L This fine old Tudor honse with an oetaganal lantern or outlonk above the roof, has been
pulled down during recent years, and the manor lands laid ont for building.

2 The dimensions of this big barn are worth Teconding, being 120 by 2g feet,

EE



410 UPHALL CAMEP.

For over a century this mound has been generally known as
¢ Lavender Mount,” the name being derived from one who occupied
this holding anfe 1809, when it was taken over by Mr. Hunsdon.!

Traces of the rampart were still remaining on the north, beyond
the garden wall, until quite recent years, and partly up to the public
footpath and stile ; on which was the Ordnance bench-mark 28.9;
but this landmark has disappeared through the making up of a road
through the muiddle of the camp to Lowbrook, on the old track of
the footpath. Below this stile (within the camparia) was a large
sloping hellow, some 14 feet in depth, and close up to the garden
wall, which was due to the excavation of gravel in years past; while
at the bottom was a small pond.

On the other (eastern) side of the pathway, a portion of the much
lower rampart continuation had also been cut away, and a vast
amount of gravel and sand removed, while beyond (as may be seen)
the line of rampart rose somewhat higher, up to the rounded corner,
where the highest portion was then some 12 feet above the outer
level, with a slope of about 4 feet on the inner or camp side.
Southward the continuation was quite traceable to the first hedge,
but very low, being there only some 18 to 20 inches above the
general level; and was, of course, entirely cut away on the ‘ chase,'
or drive, leading from the gateway to the house.

Beyond, by the little paddock, it had gradually levelled down and
disappeared ; but some twenty years previously it was more con-
spicuous, the falling-away being mainly due to the action of the
plough during many seasons,

In Barking lane, at the corner of Loxford lane, was another
bench-mark 27; while beyond Loxford cottage, the trend of the
southern boundary was then, as now, well defined by the natural
falling away of the land from 3 to 51 feet; while all traces of a
rampart (if any had existed), had quite disappeared, even before the
time of Morant.

Near Lowbrook cottage, the ground slopes southward towards
the railway and marsh, the continuation of the old footpath crossing
a small stream, Loxford brook, which is one of the many tributaries
of the Roding. This brook is better known in its upper course as
“ Seven Kings Brook," and of late years this name has been given to
a new building locality on the Romford road, across which the small
stream runs. J[In Morant it is mentioned as the ¢ King's Watering.”

On the other side of the Roding in Little llford, there is a bench-
mark, put up on the river wall, 17.2.

1 The name of Lavender occurs in the registers of Barking; and Mr. Hunsdon was born at
Bennetts Castle " in Rippleside.
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UPHALL CAMP. 411

The earliest distinct record of these ancient earthworks was con-
tained in the MS. history of Barking, compiled about r7s5o by
Smart Lethieullier, of Aldersbrook in Little Ilford: and from this
source the following description was published in 1796 by the Rev.
Daniel Lysons, I'.S.A., in the Envivons of London® :—

In the fields adjoining to a farm called Uphall, about a quarter of a mile to the
north of Barking town, is a very remarkable ancient entrenchment: its form is
not regular, but tending to a square ; the circumference is 1,792 vards, inclosing
an area of 48 acres, one rood, and thirty-four perches. On the north, east, and
sonth sides it is single trenched ; on the north and east sides the ground is dry
and level (being arable land), and the trench from frequent ploughing almost
filled up: on the south side is a deep morass: on the west side, which runs
parallel with the river Roding, and at a short distance from it, is a double trench
and bank: at the north-west corner was an outlet to a very fine spring of water,
which was guarded by an inner work, and a high keep or mound of earth
Mr. Lethieullier thinks that this entrenchment was too large for a camp: his
opinion therefore is, that it was the site of a Roman town. He confesses that no
traces of buildings have been found on that spot, which he accounts for on the
supposition that the materials were used for building Barking Abbey, and for
repairing it after it was burnt by the Danes. As a confirmation of this opinion,
he relates, that upon viewing the ruins of the Abbey church in 1750, he found
the foundations of one of the great pillars composed in part of Roman bricks,
A coin of Magnentius was found also among the ruins.

This record 1s quoted in all later works, either m full, or in some
modified form: such as, The Beauties of England and Wales,” 1803 ;
Wright's Hisfory of Essex, 1831-5; The People's History of Essex,
Coller, 1861 ; and others of later date,

The only addition we find, is in Mrs. Ogborne’s History of Essex,
1814 ; who writes. that the mount was then “about g4 yards round
the base, and about nine in height on the side of the river™; and
adds, “ The extent and shape are nearly the same as that at Pleshy,
in this county, which Mr. Strutt describes? as a full mile in circum-
ference, not far wide of the long square, with the corners gently
rounded off; and of this form are the greater part of the Roman
camps discovered in England.”

It is evident from the brief description given by Morant in 1768,
that he had no knowledge of, or access to, the above MS. account ;
but Richard Gough, F.S5.A., makes mention of these ancient en-
trenchments? ; adding, ¥ Whence the latter town undoubtedly had
its name, Berg-ing, ¢.d. the fortification in the meadows. The
north side of it is pretty entire; the side parallel with the road has
been ploughed down.” Another derivation has been given as
“ Burgh-ing.”

1 Vol.iv., p. 58: 1705-6. 2 Srentt's Clon., vol, i,

# Additions ta Camden's * Britgunia," p. 515 1780,
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The pretty vignette of the mound as it was in 1814, was engraved
by her husband, John Ogberne; who also prepared the other views
of churches, #c., in her uncompleted volume.

Of early man 1n the district, we have some good evidence ; for at
various times, a few stone implements have been discovered, both of
paleo- and neo-lithic form. Of the latter, Mr. Worthington-Smith
found at Temple-Mills, Leyton, in 1882, three specimens pale bulf
in colour, which were engraved for Dr. John Evans; while one,
found by the writer at Earlham grove, Forest Gate, in 1885, was
somewhat larger, and described by Mr. W. Smith as ‘a very good
example.’

Among several paleoliths, perhaps the most remarkable was one
obtained by myself in 1889, on Lake's farm, Cawnhall lane,
Wanstead. This had been formed from a piece of tabular flint, and
was described by the same expert as ““an exceedingly good example
of, I suppose, the latest type of paleolithic implement.”

From the river gravel at Barking-side pits | have also obtained
teeth of horse at a depth of 14 feet, and some portions of the skeleton
and teeth of bos primigenins, at about 8 feet.

(To be continuwed.)
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Ashingdon.—There is, as Morant observed, so little mention of
Ashingdon in records, that what little there is is always worth
noting. 1 recently cited an entry! from the patent rolls of 1325 re-
lating to what Morant termed the “manor or farm of Chamberlain’s,”
and this can now be supplemented. This estate was part of the
“ Honour of Rayleigh ™ (that forfeited by Henry de Essex), and in a
list of that Honour assigned to the reign of Henry III. we read
““ Rogerus Camerarius j feodum in Assindene in Essexa et Stoke in
Suffolcia,”=

According to the record office Calendar of Charier Rolls (1903), pp-
108, 112, 486, the estate granted by John and Henry I1L to the
Beauchamp family at ** Asington ” was at Ashingdon. But the
place was Assington, Suffolk, held of the Honour of ¢Peverel of
London ' or * Hatfield Peverel.'®

The Ashingdon estate was held jointly with land at Stoke (by
Nayland), and in the Testa (p. 292) we find Ralf ¢ Camerarius’
holding one sixth of a fee at the latter of the Honour of Rayleigh.

Turning to Feudal Aids we have Roger Chamberlain entered in
1303 (p. 137) as holding one fee in Ashingdon, with a note that two
thirds of it was in Suffolk. In 1346 we have (p. 161) Robert
‘Suarry ' entered as holding the fee which Roger ‘ Chamberleyn’
had held, which exactly fits in with the Patent Roll entry recording
the transfer from Chamberlain to ¢ Snarry ' in 1325. But the Fendal
Aids volume seems to be wrong in identifying ¢ Suarry’ (or ¢ Snarry’)
with ¢ Savery ' (p. 541). A further entry (p. 440) shows us Richard,
son of Roger Chamberlain, paying the regular relief of /5 in
15 Edw. II. (1321-2) for one knight's fee on succeeding his father at
* Assinden’ in Essex and ¢ Stok,” Suftolk.

On p. 212 we find that, in 1428, William Totham was holding
Chamberlain’s land in Ashingdon.

Of the advowson of Ashingdon church Morant knew little. One
of our county fines (p. 78) records that in 12 Hen. IIL. (1227-8)

! ‘See wol, ix., p. 204

2 Red Book of the Exchequer, . 739. By one of his many errors the editor, Mr. Hubert Hall,
identifies * Assindene ' as Ashdon,

& Compare Red Hook of the Eveltequer, p. 740,
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Richard Pirot made good his right to that of Ashingdon, and Jordan
le Brun to that of Hawkswell. In 1342 the former was the subject
of a great suit' on the death of the parson, Robert de Morton.
Sir John de Coggeshall and Sir John de Hevenyngham were the
liticants, and their rival pleas were as follows.

Coggeshall pleaded that he had been enfeoffed by Richard de
Bayouse, son of Robert de Bayouse who had presented the last
parson in the time of Edward I. (1272-1307). Hevenyngham's plea
was more elaborate; he claimed that the advowson was appurtenant
to a messuage and 18 acres in Ashingdon, which premises had
descended to him thus—

Thomas Maunsel
presented Thomas de Ashingdon

temp. Hen. [11.

|

Philip Maunsel = Maud = John le Moue.
|
John Maunsel

in ward of Jean Pirot.

Afterwards enfeoffed
Philip Perdriz and Deseria his wife.

Philip Perdriz = Deseria

Alice = [ Hevenyngham |.
|
Philip
[de Hevenyngham .
|

Sir John de Hevenyngham.

Sir John de Coggeshall gained his case, but we here see how
Hevenyngham came to bucceed Perdriz at Barrow Hall in Eastwood
(another Rayleigh manor), and infer that Coggeshall succeeded

Bayouse at Hawkswell also by enfeoflment.
J+ H. ROUND,

Malepardus (p. 325 ante).—The Rev. E. H. L. Reeve, rector of
Stondon Massey and owner of the wood Malepardus, writing, under
date August 8th, 1go3, says: * Malepardus has always been a great
covert for Revnard, and my present tenant has recently lost forty
out of sixty promising young turkeys. I think he would say that
Sir William Shelley was a man of discernment.”

W. €. W.

L See Yeur Hooks, Edward I11. 1., 539-549, with notes from the record of the suit.
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The ‘Curlai’ of Domesday.—Dr. J- H. Round has shown
that this must belong to Woodham Walter, but additional evidence
may be given.  Walter Wrytyll, esquire, and others by charter
dated sth March, 8 Edward IV., made a grant to abbot William
Kirkeby and the convent of Beeleigh of a messuage called * Gyffreys’
in the town of Woodham Walter and the hamlet of Curley with
16 acres of land and pasture and an acre of meadow, and also a
messuage called ¢ Bowres’ in Woodham Walter with 48 acres of
land, 12 acres of pasture, 8 acres of meadow and 8 acres of wood
and 5s. 84, rent. This abbot on 27th November, 11 Edward IV,
obtained letters patent pardoning all trespass in this; but later it
was found by inquisition that the above had been acquired without
licence, and Thomas Skarlet, who had been elected abbot on his
death, was called to account, though on production of the charter
and letters patent he was acquitted."

An inquisition taken after the death of Walter Asshe in 1436
mentions a meadow called ¢ le Curleighmead,’ parcel of the manor of
Woodham Walter.*

Curlai was probably situated near Hoe Mill, which may be the
actual mill mentioned in Domesday as having belonged to it before
the Conquest.

R. F.

vV Exch, L.T.Ro Mem. Rofl., Trin. 1 Henry VII. ro. so.

* Tnguisitions Post Movtent, 15 Henry VI, No, 50



Mr. J. G. WALLER, F.S.A.

VK It is with deep regret that we have to record the death, in his
ninety-third year, of Mr. J. G. Waller, F.5.A., an honorary member
of the Society.

On monumental brasses, mural paintings in churches, and ecclesi-
astical symbolism generally, Mr. J. G. Waller was one of the
highest authorities. He was also a distinguished artist, and his
designs in painted glass and brass adorn many churches.

In conjunction with the late Mr. Charles Roach Smith, Mr. Waller
was instrumental in forming the British Archaological Association
in 1844 they were also together in the establishment of the London
and Middlesex Archaological Society in 1855.

Mr. Waller was present at the Royal Academy banquet this year ;
and in a letter written three months ago, he said :—

I was over forty years in Bolsover Street, and never thought I should survive

my Portland lease. . . . . But | am surviving too many friends. . . . . Franks
made my acquaintance even before he had left Cambridge; our friendship was
over fifty years, .. 1 may perhaps sav that | have readl my last paper, as it is

not to be expected that I can go on with mental work very much longer, though
I still amuse m}':_:f:if in art as well as science, and the Pebble Bed oflten occupies
me. I am yet a V.P, of the Quekett Club, continuing for four years after
serving two as President. So at present 1 don't give up.

It is given to few men to attain distinction so early in life, and to
win the [riendship of so many generations of fellow-students.



QUARTERLY MEETING & EXCURSION,
SATURDAY, 26th AUGUST, 1905,

BircHANGER, QuUENDON, Rickring, Wicken Bonant, anp
NEWPORT.

The summer excursion of the Society was held on the western
side of the county. Starting from Bishops Stortford, the first stop
was made al Birchanger, where Mr. G. E. Pritchett, F.S.A., read
the following paper on the church :—

Bircuanger CHURCH.

St. Mary's, Birchanger,! is very prettily situated on high ground;
it stands a little distance from the high road leading from Bishops
Stortford to Cambridge, and being out of the way, is little known
or visited. Notwithstanding its being very small, it is a most in-
teresting structure and is andoubtedly of very ancient date, prubah}y
of the early Norman period. St. Mary's as it now is, consists of one
pace, and has thick massive walls; the western wall being 3 feet
3 inches in thickness. [t comprises a nave, chancel, and vestry, to
which has recently been added a north aisle under the superin-
tendence of the late Sir A, Blomfield. This church has not a single
buttress of any kind, it being originally a simple parallelogram.

It has three doorways in the nave, that at the west end being of
very early type; it has a double-ringed stone arch springing from
simply chamfered imposts carrying a circular tympanum enriched
with the star ornament on its lower edge; it has square recess
jambs running down to the ground without any bases. The south
doorway is much hidden by ivy, but it is of very plain character,

' This church appears to have had a round tower surmounted by a shingled spire, but this
structure has all vanished  Morant, in 1768, states : =" 1t bas a round tower after the Danish
fashion; and there was on it 4 spire, which was blown down by 4 high wind."  The tower is said
to have contained several bells, all of which, excepting one now in the western wurret, went, it is
said, to Farkham, bot some donbe is thrown upon what became of the bells; it is also said that
miles of the roads were mended with the debris of the tower. The exact position of this tower,
which was detached from the chureh, 1s not actoally known,
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whilst its inner arch has been much stilted up, but reset to form
room for a staircase to the organ loft. Whilst this achievement was
in operation a curious piece of pottery in the shape of an urn or jar
was found, lying with its mouth facing the interior of the nave and
simply covered over with a tile or plaster. This relic of ancient
manufacture is 13 inches long, 6% inches in diameter, and about
4 inches wide at its mouth. Mr. T. Harrison, churchwarden, has it
in his possession at Birchanger Place.

Towards the eastern end of the nave is a somewhat curicus recess
with a pointed arch and remains of masonry, and there was a similar
recess on the north side, now remaoved.

Before the north aisle was built, which necessitated the pulling
down of the north wall of the church, there was, high up in the
north wall, one of those early little narrow slit windows which are
frequently met with in Norman or Saxon walls; this window had
particular interest as its glazing was in the centre of the wall, it
being deeply and doubly splayed both outside and inside, instead of
the usual fixing of the glass close to the outside. [ts shape is
repeated in the little new window facing the west side of the new
porch; such doubly splayed windows are not often met with, and
probably it was much like the one at Tollesbury, as that church has
examples of early Norman or Saxon work about it.

On the north wall of the chancel, partly now removed, there were
two well proportioned lancet windows flled with stained glass; one
of these had to be taken out to afford reom for the new north aisle,
but an opening was cut in the south wall of the chancel to receive a
similar new lancet window ; the inner jambs and arch of the old
lancet window were refixed. There are now three lancet windows
on the south side of the chancel. Somewhat curiously, when the
south wall was cut to insert this lancet window, the remains of a
stopped-up window of later date was discovered.

The present eastern window replaced a wooden-framed dilapidated
window ; it was put in and supplied with stained glass in memory
of the Rev. T. Pelly, who was in charge of the parish for some time,
and was much beloved. Ou the south side of the church we have
insertions of two Perpendicular windows of two lights each.

On the same south side is a Norman dobrway, closed for many
years; its masonry can be traced outside, whilst its inner arch and
jambs have been raised for the organ staircase as before mentioned.
A third Norman doorway has been formed in the north wall, it has
detached shafts and is somewhat ornamental in original design, but
it has been clumsily restored; this doorway leads into the new
additions made to the church about seven and a half years ago, and
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already referred to. There are no brasses remaining in the church ;
and the few monuments are not of ancient date.

The seven-sided roof throughout, completely decayed, was entirely
renewed after the type of the old one, with the addition of some
curved principals, in 1850.

About this time the debased cupola on the western wall was
found to be in a dangerous state of decay: it had to be taken down,
and was replaced by the present bell turret carrying the one bell
remaining from the old circular tower.

After leaving the church a visit was paid to Birchanger Place,
where Mr. Harrison very kindly showed us the urn mentioned in
Mr. Pritchett’s paper. 1t is generally believed that earthenware jars
of this description were placed in the walls of some churches for
acoustic purposes.'

The next point of the excursion was Quendon, where Mr. Pritchett
contributed another paper, describing the church:—

Quexpon CrurcH.

This interesting church consists of a lofty nave with two side
aisles, each with an arcade of circular pillars, and arches of early
date carrying a lofty open roof of one span covering both the nave
and side aisles and coming near the ground —an early feature of
construction. In two of these north pillars are recesses sunk to
receive figures. There is a thick western wall, in the centre of
which is a very large, lofty, and boldly splayed single-light lancet
window, running very high up in this wall, but much hidden by the
organ. This wall has also two bold single-light windows, one in
each aisle; and on the outside of it are two quasi flat buttresses,
helping to support this heavy wall, which carries a tarret for
two bells. There are several couplets in the side walls of boldly
recessed character, and one of these westward has been ornamented
internally and glazed in memory of Beatrice Dilkes Byng, twelve
years maid of honour to Queen Victoria. The chancel is of un-
usually small dimensions, weak, and of a much later date; the present
eastern window has taken the place of an earlier one.

A very interesting feature is met with at the extreme eastern end
of this chancel, for in the north and south corners are two large
pillars or pedestals of considerable height and diameter; one is
pannelled and the other fluted with a large cable-like twist; they

' CE Reports amd Papers of Arclutectural Soceties, vol. 7, page 1oz fournal of the Koyal
Archeological Instétute, vol. 7, p. 3v4: Jorwenal of Avchaological Institute, vol. 12, p. 2767 ; Goush's
Sep. Mon,, vol. i, p. 16.
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have moulded caps and plinths, and have the appearance of holding
their original position. They also have canopies above them, and
are, as far as is known, unique in this locality. Whether they have
carried sculptured figures or to what uses they have originally been
put is not known. Some years ago, when the north wall of this
chancel had to be underpinned in consequence of some serious
settlements in the foundations, the complete skeleton of & man was
found precisely under the foundation, as if (which actually was the
case) the wall had been built precise]y over or upon him.

The present chancel not being the original one, the idea is that
the original chancel may have been apsidal, and that the man was
buried just beyond the start of the apse, and such being the case
the straight wall of the present chancel, when built, rested precisely
on the top of him, otherwise it is very difficult to prove how
he could have been buried where he was found. There is a good
monument in the chancel to a Mr. Turner, and other slabs to the
Turner family.

There is a large timber-framed porch on the south side with a
doorway leading from it, forming the only entrance for the parishioners
into the church.

This church is somewhat remarkable from being on very high
ground rising abruptly from the road.

Continuing our drive and arriving at Rickling Hall, we had an
al fresco lunch on the lawn. Here Major ln'rlts, the lord of the
manor, was kind enough to show us his court rolls, containing the
history of the ownership of the manor from the fourteenth century.
After lunch a general meeting of the Society was held, at which the

following were elected as members ;-
OX THE NOMINATION OF—

GoopcHILD, Mrs. M. A, Yeldham Hall, Halstead. Mr. €. Portway.

MaBeEKLY, GEraLp C., Wethersfield, Braintree.

Bryru, Miss F., Oxley Lodge, Tolleshunt Knights, {The Hon Sec
Kelvedon. j

Leaper, R. E., Thorndean, Oakleigh Park, N. Mr. I. C. Gould

Scort, ARvoLD, M D., Bocking, Braintree. Mr, S Warner.

Wirsow, Sir ALExanper, The Views, Rickling, Newport. Major W. R. Inglis,

After Major Inglis had very kindly given a description of the
Hall, a move was made to the Mount, on the summit of which Mr,
1. C. Gould read the paper which appears in the present part of the
T ransactiois,

At Rickling church we had the advantage of hearing another
paper from Mr. G. E. Pritchett, to whom our hearty thanks are due
for the able way in which he acted as cicerone on this occasion.
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RickrLing CHURCH.

This church, dedicated to All Saints, is a most complete and
interesting one. It consists of a massive and very well designed
tower at the west end, a nave with a south aisle and porch of later
date, an arcade of early arches, and pillars of good detail dividing
the nave and aisle. The whole of this arcade has settled over to the
south very considerably, carrying the roof and all with it in a rather
remarkable manner. There does not appear to be any particular
crush, but simply a heeling over of the whole of this portion of the
fabric: this has been known for the last fifty years. The even-
sided and lofty roof of the nave is now hidden by plaster. The rood
screen is of the Decorated period (fourteenth century), and is a most
choice piece of worli ; all its details are beautifully worked out.

In the chancel is an ancient iron-bound wooden chest, covered at
one time with leather, of which pieces remain. There are also two
altar tombs with canopies, one of which retains some shields of
arms in brass. In the Arkesdon MS. the following description is
civen of the latter tomb :—

Against the south wall of the Chancell is an arched tombe upon the topp
whereof is a marble stone inlayed with brasse whereon are these fower escocheons
and inscription—

Hic jacet Thomas Langley armiger

qui obiit XX. die Februarii MCCCCLXX.

cujus a13 propiciet’ Deus Amen.
Of the four escocheons on the top stone, 1 and 2 were stolen away,
3 was as D, 4 as K, in the following description kindly given by the
Rev. H. L. Elliot, vicar of Gosfield. Those remaining on the north
side of the monument are—

A, Illegible.

B. ‘A cross moline (probably for Fox; see I').

C. Quarterly, 1 and 4. Sa. two hars and in chief three cinque-

foils arg.  Waldene.
z and 3. Az two chevrons or, in chief as many mullets arg.
Breton.
D. Fretty a bordure charged with roundles [perhaps Lozengy
arg. and gu. a bordure az. bezanty|. Fulzwillians.'
3. Paly of six arg., and vert, Langley; impaling, Quarterly,
1 and 4, Waldene ; 2 and 3, Brefon, as above,
I, Langley, impaling, Per pale sa. and vert a cross potent arg., 'ox,
G. Langley.
H. Hidden.

LI find no authority in the pedigree for this atribution,
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On the south wall of the chancel are some remarkable scribbles,
of which an illustration is given. Tracings of them have been sent
to Mr. St. John Hope, and he considers that they belong to the
second half of the fifteenth century. These scribbles are incised

o | &
& &

upon the stonework of the outer and inner sides of the arch of the
priest’s door in the south of the chancel, and also upon the

chancel walls.

From Rickling church we drove to the ruined chapel of St. Elene
at Wicken Bonant, of which a description, written by the President,
appears in the present part of the Transactions.
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The last point of the excursion was Newport. Here the following
paper on the church was read by Mr. Pritchett :—

NEwPorRT CHURCH.

This fine and important church consists of a large porch—of late
date—with parvise over it, a nave with north and south aisles, and
fine arcades of distinet dates dividing them. The detail of this
masonry is of good early Perpendicular, but closely approaching
Decorated work. There are two large north and south transepts,
the northern one of earlier date with two lancet windows, containing
some early and good stained glass. At the west end of the church
15 a lofty and fine battlemented tower, with bold turrets, also
battlemented.

[n the south aisle is a large font of unusual design with suspended
cover. Near this font is the narrow staircase up to the parvise,
which contains a very large muniment chest, so large that it is a
wonder how it could have been got up. The chest has paintings
inside of St Peter, the Virgin Mary, the Crucifixion, St. John and St.
Paul, at the bottom a secret drawer, and outside ornamented bands.

The church has a rood screen of good early Perpendicular worl,
with double door complete, except that the painted panels forming
the bottom enclosures of the screen have been lost.

The chancel has several windows in brickworlk, giving a clerestory
appearance. WWhether there has ever been any use for these windows,
except for light, which was not needed, is not known. No doubt
from the remains of masonry, there has been a beautiful stone
window in the east wall, but it is now substituted by a hideous
wooden-framed window filled with common glass. The roof of the
chancel is of good construction, covered with lead nearly if not quite
worn out, and assuming a dangerous appearance. There are
windows of various designs and dates and carved gargoyles of good
workmanship.

The church possesses a carved wooden lectern of early date.
This is of unusual construction, as it has a ratchet and spring by
which it can be raised and lowered ; it was painted in 1850 in several
colours. The detail is very elaborate, especially its massive moulded
base, and sunk and panelled shaft; its revolving desk arrangement
is two-sided, and covered with quatrefoils at its ends; whilst on its
book-rest 1s a brass band let in and engraved with a curious in-
seription respecting the first authorised edition of the Bible.

After leaving the church, the vicar of Newport and Miss Tamplin
kindly entertained us at tea,



QUARTERLY MEETING & EXCURSION,
SATURDAY, 3oth SEPTEMBER, 1qgos.

BARKING.

Starting from Ilford at 10.30, we made our way via Barking Lane
to Uphall Camp, where Mr. Walter Crouch, I*.Z.S., pointed out the
remaing of the old ramparts and defences on the banks of the river
Roding, and read extracts from a paper, of which a part is published
in the present, and a part will be published in the next issue of
the Transactions.

Driving on towards Barking, a visit was paid to the Quaker
meeting-house with its oak panelled room with original doorway of
the Tudor period,

At Barking church the following paper was read by Mr. F.
Chancellor, F.R.I.B.A. :—

ST. MArRGARET'S, BarkING.

There can be no doubt that although there was what, in the Saxon
days, might be considered a magnificent abbey in this parish, it did
not conform with the exclusive ideas of the monastic establishments,
that their churches should be open to the whole parish ; and therefore
there would be a parish church, but that it should be situated so
near to the abbey church is somewhat curious, but when we
remember that this benefice was from time out of time in the
patronage of the abbess and convent, we can understand the reason
for selecting a site for it in proximity to the abbey.

Of course there are no remains of the Saxon church, which, upon
the advent of the Normans, was swept away and replaced by a
Norman church pure and simple. That there was a Norman church
here is proved by the configuration of the eastern end of the chancel,
which was the Norman peculiarity of the square quoins without
buttresses of any kind, and by the three Norman columns with their
early capitals in the northern wall of the chancel. We can form no
opinion as to the extent or design of the Norman church, for every
other portion of that building has been swept away ; indeed, 1 may
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say that the alterations in this church have been so sweeping and
extensive that it is very difficult to say what alterations were made
from time to time and in what order.

Generally 1 may describe this church as possessing a tower, nave,
one southern and two northern aisles, chancel with the aisles continued
through, a sacristy and north porch.

The principal feature, and one that attracts the eye upon first
viewing the church, is the noble tower, about 8o feet high, con-
structed apparently of Kentish rag, which, from its exposure to the
storms of five centuries, possesses that charming venerable ap-
pearance that time alone can give.

This tower was probably erected late in the fourteenth or early in
the fifteenth century: externally it is divided into four stories, and
surmounted by an embattled parapet. At the north-west angle is
the staircase turret, which is octagonal and is carried up above the
parapet of the tower. The western doorway and window have been
removed, and as no portion of the old stonework has been retained,
it cannot be told whether they are faithful restorations or otherwise;
¢otherwise ' I think would apply to the window more particularly.

Internally we have the original work, and the two glorious arches
on the north and south sides and the magnificent archway opening
into the nave are the features of the church.

Proceeding from the tower eastward under this noble archway we
enter the nave, which has on either side an arcade consisting of
three octangular columns with their responds supporting four arches.
It would seem that, with the exception of two or three fragments,
the capitals of these columns have been cut off and capitals in plaster
formed, probably owing to alterations caused by the introduction of
galleries, which, | understand, formerly existed. The clerestory
over the columns and the roof over the nave have utterly lost their
original character, and have been replaced by classic designs carried
out probably about the eighteenth century.

On the south side of the nave is an aisle of similar date to the
nave, but the windows have been altered.

On the north side of the nave are two aisles. The arcade between
these two aisles is of very peculiar construction, and would seem to
indicate a later date than the nave arcades; and yet the north wall
of the outer aisle appears to be of the Perpendicular period, as is
the northern door. The windows have all been altered to modern
wooden windows.

The porch appears also to have been erected in the Perpendicular
period, although the walls have been plastered over inside and
outside, hiding up all architectural features.

10 )
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The chancel, as before observed, is apparently a part of the
original Norman church, although the windows in the north side
partake more of the early English period, thirteenth century. The
east window has been renewed in the Perpendicular style; the south
wall appears to be of later date.

On the south wall of the south aisle are the remains of an original
stone window of very peculiar construction, which puzzles me, and
about which I should like to hear the opinion of other gentlemen.

Inside the church are one or two items to which I should like to
draw attention. The first is a kind of niche on the north side of the
tower, arched with an embattled moulding over. The niche itself is
recessed, and the walls of the recess are panelled, and the roof also
panelled in imitation of groining ; a corbelled table forms the base of
the niche; whether this table is modern cannot be positively said.
There is no doubt that the niche is part of the original construction
of the tower. I am disposed to think that it was originally a stoup.
No doubt these holy water stoups were generally placed outside the
church door, but they were most certainly sometimes placed inside
the church, and that there was one inside Barking church is proved
by the extract from the will of Master John Landalff, priste (1516),
who directs that he shall be buried in this church *“nere by the
Holy water stokke.”

Near to this is also a fragment which at once was suggestive of
infant baptismal immersion ; it is 3 feet long by 1 foot g inches wide
and 1 foot 6 inches deep, and may have been a font, but cut away
on the underside for some purpose not now apparent.

In the chancel are some interesting brasses. One to Thomas
Broke and his wife: Thomas died sth February, 1483, Another to
Tedcastell, husband and wife, 1596.

There is also in the chancel a double aumbry of somewhat
peculiar form, but of late date. The sacristy on the south side of
the chancel is interesting as the walls are no doubt original, but the
interior was wainscotted, paved, and plastered by Hon. Robert
Bertie in 1693,

I should have been glad if I could have thrown some further light
upon the three Norman columns at the east end before alluded to,
but the church has been so altered, 1 had almost said mangled, that
it is possible these columns may not really occupy their original
position, but may have formed part of the nave of the old Norman
church; at any rate they form the foundation for many ingenious
theories,

It may be interesting to draw attention to the modern font, It is
a huge ambitious construction, out of character with the church.
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What is known as the Curfew tower evidently formed an entrance
gateway, possibly to the old abbey; possibly it formed the entrance
and the tower to the old church; that it was built for the purpose of
tolling the Curfew bell cannot be entertained. The Curfew was
established in the eleventh, this tower was not built until early in
the fourteenth, century. It is a picturesque and well-designed tower,
but on the first floor three of the three-light windows have been
blocked up. 1t is a pity that so interesting a building should not
be better preserved.

From the church we proceeded to the Court House, where light
refreshments were provided by the kindness of the vicar of Barking,
the Rev. J. W. Eisdell. Here a general meeting of the Society was
held, at which the following were elected as members :i—

ON THE NOMINATION OF—

Simxin, W, R., Colchester, | The Hon. Sec.

EispELL, The Rev. J. W., Barking Vicarage, Essex. |

Jackson, Georce, Barking. Mr. ]J. U. Haslam
Nasn, A. W, M.A_, Bishops Stortford. Mr, J. W. Glasscock.
Kantam, E. M., 142, Ebury Street, W, Mr. T. P. Price.

WorMESLEY, ALFrRED, 24, Pembroke Iid., Kensington, W. Mr. E. Godman.

The drive was then continued to Eastbury House, where Mr.
A, B. Bamford read the following paper :—

Eastsury Housk,

Eastbury House, in the parish of Barking, i, externally, a fine
specimen of Elizabethan architecture. Built by Clement Sysley in
1572, the house is entirely of one period and style, and remains to
us, as far as the outside is concerned, in almost perfect condition:
the windows, though in many cases bricked up, have not been
removed to give place to later sashed ones, as is the case in so many
early houses ; but of the interior little remains as Clement Sysley left
it, with the exception of one room in the west wing which retains
the original panelling, and the pantry with the trefoiled headed niche;
all the rooms, which are still habitable, have been modernised.

The pantry, with its niche, Mr. Barrett, in his interesting and
chatty book, Essex Highways and Byways, rashly concludes was a
chapel ; he says, “ The chapel, which from the presence of rubbed
brick piscina, must be held to have been erected by a Catholic, is
now a dairy. To find a piscina in a building of post Reformation
date is very uncommon indeed.” Now there is no evidence what-
ever, and it is very improbable, that there ever was a chapel at
Eastbury ; the house was not erected by a Roman Catholic, but, as
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we have seen, by Clement Sysley, and this little room has probably
always been used as a pantry or dairy, and the piscina is only a
water-drain or sink, which in houses of that period and earlier, were
of the same design as those in churches of a similar period, as can
be seen by those who are interested in the subject, in Parker's
Domestic Avchitecture.

Mr. Barrett has also perpetuated another blunder in reference to
Eastbury House, which has appeared in almost every book, published
before or since, that deals with this neighbourhood, that is, its
connection with the Gunpowder Plot: there is no foundation whatever
for the story. At the date of the Plot, Eastbury House was owned,
for life, by Mrs. Anne Steward, wife of Augustine Steward and
widow of Clement Sysley; it was let about that time to Lord
Monteagle, but the famous letter was not delivered to him there but
at his house at Hoxton. Soon after this event, viz. in 1608, Mrs.
Steward joined with her step-son, Thomas Sysley, in selling Eastbury
to her son, Augustine Steward, the younger. The Stewards were a
Puritan family, and Oliver Cromwell, on his mother's side, was
descended from the same Nicholas Steward of Wells, in Norfolk, as
this Augustine Steward who bought Eastbury.

Eastbury House was visited by the Essex Arch:wological Society
in June 1859, when an interesting paper on Clement Sysley was
read by Mr. E. J. Sage,' and one on the house was also read by the
Kev. . L. Cutts, but as the earlier number of the Transactions of
the Society may not be in the possession of many of the present
members, it may be interesling to give a shight description of the
house and a brief account of the builder and later owners of it.

The manor of Eastbury was a portion of the possessions of
Barking abbey, and was granted to Sir W. Denham in 1545; on his
death three years later he left it to William Abbot, who beld it eight
years and then conveyed it to John Keele, who, within & year, viz.,
in 1557, sold it to Clement Sysley, a younger son of Mr. Richard
Sysley of Sevenoaks, in Kent. About the middle of the sixteenth
century he came into Essex, and lived at Barrow Hall in Little
Thurrock parish, where, in 1560, the family arms were confirmed to
him. Between 1560 and 1562 Clement Sysley took up his residence
in Barking parish, and bought much landed property in the neigh-
bourhood, besides Eastbury; he probably at once began building this
house, living meanwhile, perhaps, at Upney Place, close by, or at
Wangey. Eastbury House, or Hall, as he wished to call it, was

T Lam il:dt:l?lt;'d 1o Mr. Sage for the greater part of my information relating to Eastbury House,

and also for having kindly placed his nnigue Barking collection and Essex pedigrees and wills at
my disposal,
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finished about 15723 there was that date on a spout at the back of
the house at one time, but | was unable to find it when here a few
days ago, though I well remember it being pointed out to me by a
former tepant, Mr. Cutts also speaks of a similar date, which was
formerly in the hall. The plan of the house consists of a north
front and two wings; the fourth side of the court is closed by a high
wall. There were, until early in the last century, two octagonal stair
turrets, but only that in the north-west angle of the court-yard
remains. In the print in Lyson's Environs of London, dated 17¢6,
both towers are shown : and they also appear in Ogborne's History of
Essex, 1814, but Mrs. Ogborne says : “since the annexed view was
taken, the tower belonging to the right wing of this house has been
pulled down.” And as it is not shown in the little view in the
Antiquarian Ftinevary published in 18135, it is probable that the east
turret was taken down by a Mr. Scott, who lived at Eastbury about
that time, and who is credited with beginning the work of destruction.
The principal entrance is in the north front, and through a small
porch one enters into what was formerly the screens, at the lower
end of the hall, which was on the left hand. Mr. Cutts, in his
paper, says that the kitchen and offices were in the eastern wing,
but this is probably a mis-print, as they must have been, as we have
seen when referring to the pantry, in the west wing. On the first
floor there was, over the hall, a room of the same size, whose walls
were decorated with paintings; they are difficult to see now, except
in a certain light, but some of the figures, in military costume of the
time of Llizabeth, are depicted in Ogborne's History of Essex, on the
same plate as Eastbury House. In the eastern wing on this floor
were two large rooms: a stone fire-place still remains, but the
partition wall has been removed, and the room thus formed i now
used as a loft and is approached from the stables below by a ladder,
and not from the other part of the house; and, judging from the
prints, this wing was evidently in the same state nearly one hundred
years ago. With this exception, I believe, all the original fire-
places have disappeared.

Mr. E. Sage, senr., who was steward of Barking manor, says, in
one of his MS. volumes on Barking, that the house was, for many
years, in a very ruinous state; and the late Mr. Sterry, in 1840,
seriously contemplated pulling it down, and began by pulling out all
the ancient and handsome stone chimney-pieces, some of which he
sold and the remainder he gave to the owner of Parsloes (Rev.
Thomas Lewis Fanshawe), who placed the larger one, which formerly
stood in the hall at Eastbury, in the kitchen at Parsloes, and another
smaller one he placed in the hall there. Mr. Sterry was only
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prevented from pulling down the house by the representations of
Mr. Sage and others. e, however, spoilt the interior by modernising
the rooms of the west wing on the ground and first floor, and con-
verting the residue of the house into stables, granaries, and coach
houses. This was done in 1841, On the second floor were three
galleries extending the whole length of each blocl, the roofs of which
are now open to the tiles, but with a little imagination one can
picture them as the galleries at Knole ar Haddon.

For a more detailed description of the house | must refer you to
the paper by Mr. Cutts or Clarke’s Eastbury.

We must not, however, leave it without a few words concerning
Clement Sysley and those who followed him and lived in this
mteresting old house,

Clement Sysley did naot live long to enjoy his new house: he died
in 1578, and was buried by the side of his second wife in the chancel
of Barking Church. He left, as we have seen, a son Thomas, by
his first wife, I'rances, daughter of Sir Francis Fleming, of Rumsey,
in Hants; he also had issue by Maudley or Magdalen, his second
wife, daughter of Thomas Chambley of East Ham; and also by his
third wife, Anne, daughter of Thomas Argall of London, and Low
Hall, Walthamstow, who survived him and re-married, in 1580,
Augustine Steward, who died in 1597, and Mrs. Steward died in
1610.

Clement Sysley in his most interesting will, dated 1st September,
1578, describes himself as of ‘¢ Eastbury Hall, in the p'rish of
Barking, in the County of Essex, Esquier,” and says, in reference
to Eastbury i—

1 give and bequeath to Anne, my wyffe, my house called Eastbury Hall, with
all barnes, stables, dove-houses, orchards, and gardens thereunto belonging,
excepting and reserving the greatest barne and garden to mine heire or heires
v« .. during her lifle naturall and no longer ; and after her decease to my
sonne Thomas Sysley . . . .. I give unto my sonne Thomas Sysley all my
arms and furniture of armor, all my gunes, daggs, pykes, bells, targetts, and cross
bowes by what name or names soe they be called or known, and they to remain
as standards and implements of household to him and his heirs for ever at
Eastbury, whereat they nowe remain.

All Clement Sysley's precautions for keeping the estates, arms,
¢to., in his family *for ever” was of little avail ; his widow sold her
life interest in Eastbury, as we mentioned Dbefore, to her son
Augustine Steward, and Thomas Sysley, at the same time, sold his
reversion. Of the descendants of Clement Sysley little more is
known. Thirty years after his death not an acre of land remained
to the Sysley family in Barking, and the house which he had raised
with so much pride had passed to strangers.
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The Stewards owned Eastbury about fifty years. Martin Steward,
son of Augustine, sold the estate in 1629 to Jacob Price; George
Price sold it in 1646 to William Knightly. In 1648 William
Knightley in his will, dated 7th June, leaves to his “eldest son
William Knightley and his heirs, all my messuage called Eastbury
Hall at Barkinge, co. Essex, with all the lands, tenements, tithes,
and all that ffarme at Upney, &c.”

William Knightley's widow and son sold Eastbury, in 1650, to
Alderman Sir Thomas Vyner, kt. and bart., Lord Mayor of London
in 1653. In his will, dated 16th March, 1664. in mentioning his
Barking estates, he says :—

All my Mannor of Westbury with the appurts situate in Barking and all other
my lands, Tents and hereds in Barking afsd which T lately honght and purchased
of Sir Thomas Fanshawe Knight of the Bath and Thomas Fanshawe his sonne
or evther of them and all that wharfe in Barking aforesaid as it now is or late was
in the ocer of Robert Garway or his ass:, and all that my house or Tent in
Barking aforesd with the appurts which I lately bought of Robert Sanderson.
And all that capitall messnage and hereds thereunto belonging called Eastbnry
situate in Barking, and all my singular the lands, Tents, Tythes and hereds with
their appurts situate in Barking afsd which [ have heretofore bonght and pur : of
Mrs Susan Knightly and her sonne or either of them, unto my sd son Sir George
Vyner for life, remd to his sons one after another.

From the Vyners' descendants Eastbury passed, early in the
eighteenth century, to William DBrowne, whose nephew, William
Sedgewick, sold it to John Weldale, esq.; Mrs. Ann Weldale, his
heir, devised it to Mary, wife of the Rev. Wasey Sterry, to whose
descendants Eastbury still belongs, never having passed away
from the family:; the Newmans, Bushfields, and Scotts were only
tenants.

Luncheon was partaken of at the ¢ Ship and Shovel” Hotel,
Rippleside, and the party then proceeded to Parsloes, where Mr,
Crouch read some interesting notes on the old manor-house and the
family of the Fanshawes, the substance of which was as follows :—

Tae Manor-HOUSE oF PARSLOES.

The manor of Parsloes (or ¢ Passelowes ') was one of the ancient
possessions of Barking abbey, and the title was probably so named
from an early owner, Simon Passelowe, who lived in Dagenham
parish, and sold the land ¢ire. 1327-70 lemp. Ed. 111. to Cecilia de
Lancaster. But little is known further till the spacious days of
Queen Bess, when Martin Bowes, a London goldsmith (who was
butler at the coronation of the Virgin Queen, and afterwards Lord
Mayor and made a knight), sold this estate to Alderman Hayward
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and Thomas Wilbraham (Lathom earls), and they sold it to Edward
Osborne, who also was Lord Mayor in 1583, The Osbornes were
ancestors of the dukes of Leeds.

The manor-house was probably built either by him or his son,
Sir Hewett Osborne, knight, who left it to his wife, so long as she
remained a widow, and the land to his two sons when of age. From
Edward Osborne it was bought in 1619 by William Fanshawe, esq.,
of London, for £1,150, and in the deed of conveyance is named as
¢ Passelowes.’” It is described as—

The Manor and Manor House called Passelowes, and 3 acres of land lying
about the house; an arable field called Barn Field, 22 acres: Kitchen Field,
arable, 8 acres; Stable Field, arable, 5 acres; Mawlands, arable, 20 acres; Short
Crofts, arable, § acres; lvye Lands, 6 acres; The Brokes, 8 acres; one broke
called Newlars Broke, 1 acre; one grove adjoining, 2 acres—all lying in Dagenham
and Barking. Also Eylands and Heathy Field, both in Barking, Also parcel of
ground of [vye Lands, and a cottage and 8 acres in Dagenham in the occupation
of Thomas Grigson.

This William Fanshawe, who died in 1634, had already purchased
property in the neighbourhood, and in the survey of Barking, 16106,
is named as a landowner. Subsequently he acquired other lands,
and particularly the site and remains of Barking abbey.

Between 1619 and 1634 he added to Parsloes a large apartment at
the north end, now the drawing-room, which is panelled in oak and
contains a fine Jacohean carved mantel, and the door 15 near the foot
of the great staircase.

A graphic description of this old manor-house (as it was in 1872)
was written by my old friend H. W. King, who for so many years
was honorary secretary of our Society, from which we give the
following :—

Parsloes was one of the smaller Manor houses erected in the reign of Elizabeth.
The Hall faces west, and is panelled with small square vak panels, and the stone
fireplace and these in the servants’ hall, kitchen, and library were all brought
from Eastbury when that was gutted. The large drawing-room at the north end
wias added between 1619 and 1634 after William Fanshawe hought the house, and
is also oak panelled with a fine Jacobean carved mantel. But the most extensive
alterations were about 1814, when the fine domed library was erected by the
Rev. John Fanshawe on the south side, and then the walls were faced with new
brick and finished throughout with battlements.

The estate has thus been vested in this branch of the Fanshawe
family for over 285 years; and just fifty years have passed since the
late owner, John Gaspard Fanshawe, left to reside in the west of
Londen. At his death, in 1903, it passed to his eldest son Evelyn,
who is the eighth in descent from the original purchaser, and the
tenth owner of the entail.
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The number of rooms total twenty-four; but of all the valued
treasures which were once hoarded there, there are now only re-
maining (in the great hall) the fine skulls and horns of the wapiti
and moose, brought from Nova Scotia by an uncle, Sir Gaspard le
Marchant, of which place he was governor.

So far concerning the owners of the estate, of whom the first four
were auditors of the Duchy of Lancaster, and during the Civil War
the first John Fanshawe, who was a Royalist, and had borne arms
on the king’s side, was made to pay a fine of £430.

Originally they came from Fanshawe Gate, Dronfield, in Derby-
shire, and the first of the family in Barking was Henry Fanshawe,
who bought “ Jenking " in 1567, the oldest manor in that extensive
parish. On the manor map of 1713 it is shown as ““a very large
old timber house, surrounded by a moat on three sides.” The
mansion has long age been pulled down, but the moat, terraces, and
fish-ponds yet remain to mark the site, which is about midway
between Parsloes and Faircross, a “ four-want-way " on the road to
Barking. The modern house here is known as Manor farm,

The same Henry Fanshawe was  Remembrancer to the Court of
Exchequer,” and he afterwards held leases of Clay Hall, where he
lived some time; the moated house of Valence; and also Carswell
(all in Barkingside). The latter he probably obtained by his marriage,
in 1562, to Thomasine Hopkins, who lived there. After her decease
he again married, and died in 1568,

Some years later we find that Sir Christopher Hatton lived at
Clay House, and in 1602 married ¢ Sweet mistress Ales Fanshawe,”
of Jenkins; as he addresses her in a quaint love letter.

The eldest son of this Henry Fanshawe, of Jenkins, and also
Ware Park, was made a Knight of the Bath at the coronation of
Charles I., and created Viscount Fanshawe in 1661, an honour
which continued for five generations, the last viscount dying without
issue in 1716.

Of this elder branch the best known was the brother of the first
viscount, Sir Richard, born in 160¥, who was Secretary of War to
Prince Rupert, and made baronet in 1650. The next year he was
taken prisoner at the “Worcester fight.” Both he and his wife
were the most learned and intellectual of the family, e was author
of many translations of Horace, Virgil, and other classics, and
translated Guarini’s /! Pastor Fido, of which at least six editions are
known. He died of fever in Madrid in 1666, and was subsequently
buried at Ware. Long after his death, in 1702, his letters when
ambassador in Spain and Portugal were published ; but the literary
fame of his wife is perhaps better known, especially the * Memoirs

Gz
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of Lady Fanshawe, 1676,” which she wrote for the instruction of
her *dear and only son.”

The original manuscript, which was not printed till 1829, in folio,
bound in red leather : and a magnificent copy, in large folio, written
by the late Mr. Fanshawe, profusely illustrated, and bound in
moroceo, with silver clasps and ornaments, were among the treasures
he greatly prized; and these I have had the privilege of seeing on
sundry occasions. They are to be preserved as heirlooms.

In the British Museum catalogue are over thirty entries of books
written by, or on, the family.

All the lordly and knightly branches of this once distinguished
family have died out, and their houses and possessions passed away ;
while at Parsloes were brought together all the old portraits, MSS.,,
and books; and some of the furniture from Ware Park (1668) and
Jenkins (about 1705); and all these have been dispersed during the
last few years.

But most of the portraits, some seventy in number, have been
reclaimed by one of the family, and many restored and cleaned.
They no longer adorn the walls of old Parsloes, and the house is all
desolate and neglected.

And the shadows are lying grim and tall,
Alone in the stillness here;

And the burying dust creeps over all,
And a hush is everywhere.
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