


























THE CHAPEL OF S~ ELENE AT 
WICKEN BONHUNT. 

BY HE NRY LAY ER, F .S .A . 

THE parish of vVicken or \ 1\fickham, had the additional name of 
Bonhunt added, to di s ting uish it from the several other \1\fickham s, 
in E ssex; Bonhunt, or B onant, being the name of one of the two 
manors into which this parish of \ 1\fickham was divided. 

Very little can be gained of the h istory of the parish from records. 
Morant says be could find none ea rlier than the time of Henry VI. 
Of B onhunt mention is made in 1340 (qth of Edwartl III. ) when 
John F lambard , of B onhunt , had licence to endow St. L eonard's 
H ospital, Newport , " tha t the brethren mig ht fi nd him a chaplain to 
celebrate mass for his soul, with in his manor of Bonhunt , in the 
chapel of St. E lene, there. " 

This fact shows, tha t the chapel was, at that time, a private 
chapel, a ttached to the manor , for the use of the lord and his 
dependents, but it a lso makes clear that it was not the church of 
a pa rish , a lthoug h, from the numerous b urials around, it m igh t be 
considered to have been of that character. 

The ques tion of most interest to this Society is , what is the 
history of the bui lding , when was it erected , and what was its 
position befo re th e a rrangement was made for the conduct of 
worship there? 

T he enti re absence of any early records prevents us getting any 
help from this quarter a nd th erefore in fi xing the date of its erection, 
we must fall back on the building itself and see what information 
we can ex tract from its a rchitecture and construction. 

It would appear, tha t a t one ti me, p roba bly after the dissolution, 
this building , before it was adapted to its present purposes, was a 
r ui n, a s certainly before its present roof was erected it must have 
been considered necessary to reduce the walls somewha t in heig h t. 
The marks of thi s alteration are plainly shown on the inside, by t he 
upper part of the splay of the arch of the windows being cut into, 
and da maged, and we may fairly suppose that the tops of the walls 
had become irregular from exposure and therefore were removed 
and levelled to receive the present or a similar roof. Many other 
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CHAPEL OF ST. ELENE AT \V JC KEN BONHUNT. 405 

repairs and alterations were carried out in preparing the building for 
the uses to which it is now put, th e nave being turned into a cowshed 
and the chancel fitted up for a hen-house. 

At one time there was probably a north as wel l as a south door­
way. The latter, although much damaged, s till ex is ts and sufficient 
remain s to enable its character, to a certain extent, to be made out. 
The north door has been cut away to a llow a wider opening to be 
made for the entry of the cows and much damage appears to have 
occurred at this part, as the stone wall has been remo\·ed and the 
vacancy thus caused is closed by weather board ing. The east 
window a lso is destroyed, a large door for the hen -house taking its 
place. 

In fixing the period of the building, the damages it has received, 
especially by the removal of the doorways and east window, add 
considerably to our difficu lties, but th ere are still rema ining some 
very distinct characters which may be fo und useful. 

The chancel arch has been removed almost entirely, some remains 
of walling only showing where it stood. 

The proportions are those usually found in church es of this size 
and these therefore do not give us any help in determining its age . 

There is nothing remarkable in th e position of th e windows, of 
wh ich there were probably three on each side, two of these were in 
the nave and one in the chancel. Those wh ich remain have im­
portant features. The remaining one on the north side of the 
chancel is an unaltered original window, with very early features. 
The arch, cut out of one stone, is round-headed and nearly pla in, as 
are the jambs, wh ich are incl ined inwards, the opening being 6-! 
inches wide at the bottom, and 5~- in ches a t the springing of the 
arch . The whole height of the window being r foot 8 inches. This 
sloping of the jambs indicates early work and in England raises a 
suspicion of Saxon workmanship, but in Ireland it is found frequently 
in bui ldings of the twelfth cent ury. S urrounding the opening is a 
rebate, but whether for glass or a wooden shutter is not clear, 
although there are indications suggesting the latter form of closing 
the opening. On the inside there is a considerable splay all round. 

It will be observed in the plan tha t the remaining window on 
the north side of the nave has been altered, at a very early period, 
by being lengt hened at the lower part, by th e insertion of a stone on 
the east side and by two more on the west and by another at the 
bot tom. These inserted stones a re far inferior, both in workmansh ip 
and material, to those of the upper part of the window. 

Inside, instead of the downward slope, as seen in the other 
windows, we have a feature which does not correspond in any way. 
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The slope being formed by a series of steps, in the same way as seen 
in the windows of the castle, at Colchester, and elsewhere, but as 
far as I know, never seen in Saxon work. The fact that this early 
Norman feature is an in sertion, in a still earlier building, is very 
suggestive . 

In the west wall, at 9 feet from the ground, is a circular window, 
r foot 6 inches in diameter, probably an insertion in the Decorated 
period in the place of a pla in circular one, of which there are 
indications in the remains of a circular splay on the inside. 

T he outside measurements of this little church are : nave, 26 feet 
6 inches long, by r8 feet 6 inches wide. The chancel is square, 
being r4 feet long and q feet broad. 

The height of the walls to the present eaves is about 9 feet, and, 
as mentioned before, some por tion of the walls was removed when 
the present or some other thatched roof was erected- Th e rubble 
masonry, where not interfered with, is still very good and sound 
and in places, especially where it is protected by the eaves, portions 
of the original plastering still adheres. The wall s are th in and are 
only ut inches thick at the sides, those at the ends a re slightly 
thicker. 

There is no appearance of " long and short work," a feature, 
which could hardly be present when nearly the whole building is 
formed of local boulders and rubble. There are, however, so many 
features indicating a Saxon origin, that we may safely accept this as 
a Saxon b ui lding. The most prom inent characters favo uring thi s 
conclusion are, th e slig ht thi ckness of the wall s, the sloping jambs 
of the windows, the big stones at the bases of a ll the quoins and the 
insertion of an early Nor man base to a window, which has still 
earlier characters . Although none of these features alone can be 
considered of suffici ent importance to settl e the period of the erection 
of this interesting li ttle building, st ill , so many Saxon features being 
present to the entire exclusion of any distinctive Norman work, with 
the exception of the altered window, it may be a sufficient justification 
for the identification suggested. 

Surrounding this chapel, and especially in the stack yard, when­
ever, for any cause, it becomes necessary to make any excavat ions, 
the remains of human skeletons are constantl y found. F rom their 
frequency it is apparent that burials must have been carried out here 
for many years. The graves were very shallow apparently, as 
many of the skeletons are found only about 2 feet from the surface. 
The fact that burials were frequent here, does not prove that this 
church was parochial, as there are many instances on record where 
interments are authorized at private or public chapelries, 
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My thanks are due to my friend, Major Bale, for the excellent 
drawings and plans, illustrating this paper. The present condition 
of the north side of the chapel is well shown in the first plan, that 
of the elevation. 

The second illustration gives the ground plan, and the details of 
two of the windows, and the remains of the south doorway. 

In the ex ternal view of the window of the nave, the lengthening 
by inserted stones at the base of the window, is very apparent, and 
it will be here seen that the slope in the jam bs is not continued in 
the newer work. Above this window in the illustration, is a view 
of the appearances seen inside the building and the substitution of 
the step-like slope, mentioned before in lieu of the internal bottom 
splay of the other window, which is shown on the same plan, and is 
very clearly marked and is perhaps the on ly dist inct Norman work 
in the whole building. 

The inclined jambs of the chancel window are also shown in this 
illustration, and in both this window and that of the nave, the groove 
for either glass or a shutter is very well indicated . As all these 
detail s are drawn to scale, the original form and splay are well 
exhibited. 

The in ner port ion of the arch of the south doorway is still in 
position, and, as far as possible, a copy is given in thi s drawing , but 
when the building was altered the outer portions of the a rch were 
removed and the opening blocked up by n1asonry, so that a ll the 
information this arch might g ive us, is not availab le, as on ly the 
portion which appears in the drawing, is uncovered, a most regret­
table matter. 

Essex Archreological Societ y's Transactions . 
Vol. IX. New Series , p 406 

ERRATUM. 

By a printer's error it is stated that the thickness of 
the walls of this building is r r t inch es in stead of the 
correct measurement r foot rrt inches . 
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Notes on Ancient Entrenchments near Barking, 
on the left bank of the river Roding. 

BY WALTER CROUC H, l' .Z . S . , ETC . ; V.P . ESSEX F I ELD CL UB . 

ALTHOUG H the Essex Archccological Society v isited these earth works 
on th e 2 rst J une, 1859, no record occurs in our T1'ctnsactions concern­
ing its origin or la ter history ; and it is only mentioned incidentall y 
as a R oman camp. 



UPHALL CAMP. 

On that occc.sion a cold luncheon was served in a marquee put up 
in the adjoining field, through the kind leave of my old friend, the 
late Mrs. Hunsdon, then resident at the manor-house of Little 
Il ford,' on the other side of the river; who in later years remo ved 
to the house within this camp; and in both houses I ha,·e, in the 
past, enjoyed many a pleasant visit. 

These eart hworks have thus been familiar to me for over forty-five 
years: and in 1868, I prepared a MS. account and a measured plan; 
when they were yet in a much better condition than at the present 
time. The plan of this "capital messuage and farm " is, in the 
main, based on the Ordnance Survey ; and records the condition of 
the entrenchments at that period. 

The elevation of the land at U phall is naturall y so much higher 
than on t he right bank of the river (Little Ilford parish), being some 
20 feet above it, t hat no 'wall ' is needed even at the highest tide­
the Roding even now being tidal up to I ! ford; but on the western 
bank, the river-wall, or ' innings,' a re some 15 feet in height: and 
these have been thrown up, long ago in the past , to preven t the 
' drowning' of the manor-farm meadows, and are now carefu lly 
tended and repaired as occasion requires in order to prevent any 
breach . 

The total area of the camp contained over 48 acres: and, for the 
past century at least, the best preserved portion was at the north­
west corner, whereon the mound and a portion of the rampart (or 
spur) yet remain, and in much the same condition, being well 
protected by a covering of grass. 

The height of this mound, at the time of the plan, was about 
28 feet : but it now appears to be more rounded, and is probably 
somewhat lower through denudation. A portion of the rampart 
adjoins the mound, and is continued in a north-easterly direction for 
about So yards, behind the house and the large old barn 2 which 
stands at the foot of the mount. It has then been cut away and 
levelled at some distant period, perhaps to all ow of access to the 
spring, the square pond, and water-cress beds, which lie low, between 
the rampart and the river. 

The farm-hou se and bmldings of U phall are given on the large 
scale map of Chapman and Andre (plate xx i. ), and a lso the stream 
at Loxford bridge, but there is no indication of either ea rthworks 
or mound. 

1 Thi s fin e o td Tudor h ou ~c with an octagonal lant ern or otltloo\.; above th e roof, has been 
pu lled dow n du ring recent years, and the manor lands laid am for building. 

2 The dime~s i o ns of this big barn are worth rf'cording, being 120 by 29 feet, 

EE 
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For over a century this mound has been generally known as 
'Lavender Mount,' the name being derived from one who occupied 
this holding ante r8og, when it was taken over by Mr. Hunsdon.' 

Traces of the rampart were still remaining on the north, beyond 
the garden wall , unti l quite recent years, and partly up to the public 
footpath and stile ; on which was the Ordnance bench-mark 28.9; 
but this landmark has disappeared through the making up of a road 
through the middle of the camp to Lowbrook, on the old track of 
the footpath . Below this stile (within the camparia) was a large 
sloping hollow, some 14 feet in depth, and close up to the garden 
wall, which was due to the excavation of gravel in years past; while 
at the bottom was a small pond . 

On the other (eastern) side of the pathway, a portion of the much 
lower rampart contimiation had also been cut away, and a vast 
amount of gravel and sand removed, while beyond (as may be seen) 
the line of rampart rose somewhat higher, up to the rounded corner, 
wbere the highest portion was then some 12 feet above the outer 
level, with a slope of about 4 feet on the inner or camp side. 
Southward the continuation was quite traceable to the first hedge, 
but very low, being there only some 18 to 20 inches above the 
general level ; and was, of course, entirely cut away on the 'chase,' 
or drive, leading from the gateway to the house. 

Beyond, by the little paddock, it had gradually levelled down and 
disappeared; but some twenty years previously it was more con­
spicuous, the falling-away being main ly clue to the action of the 
plough during many seasons. 

In Barking lane, at the corner of Loxford lane, was another 
bench-mark 27; while beyond Loxforcl cottage, the trend of the 
southern boundary was then, as now, well defined by the natural 
falling away of the land from 3 to sl feet; while all traces of a 
rampart (if any had existed), had quite disappeared, even before the 
time of . Morant. 

Iear Lowbrook cottage, the ground slopes southward towards 
the railway and marsh, the continuation of the old footpath crossing 
a small stream, Loxford brook, which is one of the many tributaries 
of the Rocling . This brook is better known in its upper course as 
"Seven Kings Brook, " and of late years th is name has been given to 
a new bui lding locality on the Rornforcl road, across which the small 
stream runs. ·In Morant it is mentioned as the" King's \iVatering." 

On the other side of the Roding in Little Ilforcl, there is a bench­
mark, put up on the river wall, 17.2. 

1 The name of Lavender occurs in th e registers of Barking; and Mr. llunsdon was born at 
Benne tts Castle'' in Rippleside . 
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The earliest dis tinct record of these ancient earth wo rks was con ­
tained in the MS. history of Barking, compiled abo ut 1750 by 
Smart L ethieulli er, of Aldersbrook in Little Ilford: and from this 
source the following description was published in r 796 by the Rev. 
Daniel Lysons, F.S.A., in the Environs of L ondon':-

In the fi e lds adjoining to a farm called Uphall , about a quarter of a mile to the 
north of Barking town, is a very remarkable ancient entrenchment: its form is 
not regular, but tending to a square; tht> circu mference is 1,792 yards, inclosing 
a n area of 48 ac res, one rood, and thirty-four perches. On the north, east, and 
south sides it is single trenched ; on the north and eas t sides the ground is dry 
and level (bemg arable land), and the trench from frequent ploughing almost 
filled up : on the south side is a deep morass : on the west side , which runs 
parallel with the ri ver Roding, and at a short d istance from it, is a double trench 
a nd bank: at the north-west corner was an outlet to a very fine spring of water, 
which was guarded by an inner work, and a high keep or mound of earth . 
Mr. Lethieullier thinks that thi s ent renchment was too large for a camp: his 
opini on therefore is, that it was the si te of a Roman town. I-Ie confesses that no 
traces of buildings have been found on that spot , which he accounts for on the 
supposition tha t the materials were used for building Barking Abbey, and for 
repairing it after it was burnt by the Danes . As a confirma tion of thi s opinion, 
he relates, that upon viewing the ruins of the Abbey church in 1750, he found 
the foundations of one of the great pillars composed in part of Roman bricks. 
A coin of Magnentius was found also among the ruins. 

This record is quoted in all later works, either in full, or in some 
modified form : such as, The Beauties of England and W ales," r8o3; 
\iVright's H istory of Essex, 1831 -5; The People's History oj Essex , 
Caller, r86 r ; and others of later date. 

The only addition we find, is in Mrs. Ogborne's H istory of Essex, 
r8 r4; who writes. that the mount was then "about 94 yards round 
the base, and about nine in height on the side of the river"; and 
adds, "The ex tent and shape are nearly the same as that at Pleshy, 
in this county, which Mr. Strutt describes 2 as a full m ile in circum­
fen~nce, not far wide of the long square, with the corners gently 
rounded off; and of this form are the greater part of the Roman 
camps discovered in England." 

It is evident from th e brief description given by Morant in 1768, 
that he had no knowl edge of, or access to, the above MS. account ; 
but Richard Gough, F .S.A., makes mention of these ancient en­
trenchments • ; adding, "\V hence th e latter town undoubtedly had 
its name, Berg-ing, q.d. the forti fication in the meadows. The 
north side of it is pretty entire; the side parallel with the road has 
been ploughed down." Another derivation has been given as 
" Burgh-ing." 

1 Vol. iv., p. 58: 1795-6. :.! Strutt's Chron., vol. i. 
a Additio11s to Cnmd~H's "Britrrmzt"n," p. s r: r7Sg. 
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The pretty vignette of the mound as it was in r8 r4, was engraved 
by her husband, John Ogborne; who also prepared the other views 
of churches, etc., in her uncompleted volume. 

Of early man in the distr ict, we have some good evidence; for at 
various times, a few ~tone implements have been disco vered, both of 
paleo- and neo-lithic form. Of the latter, Mr. \ iVorthington-Smith 
found at Temple- Mills, Leyton, in r882, three specimens pale buff 
in colour, which were engraved for Dr. John Evans; while one, 
found by the writer at Earlham grove, Fore~t Gate, in r888, was 
somewhat larger, and described by Mr. \ iV . Smith as 'a very good 
example.' 

Among severa l paleol iths, perhaps the most remarkable was one 
obtained by myself in r88g, on Lake's farm, Cawnhall lane, 
vVanstead. This had been formed from a piece of tabular fl int, and 
was described by the same expert as" an exceedi ng ly good example 
of, I suppose, the latest type of paleolithic implement. " 

From the ri ver gravel at Barking-side pits I have a lso obtained 
teeth of horse at a depth of r4 feet, and some portions of lhe skeleton 
and teeth of bos pri111igenius, at about 8 feet. 

(To be continued .) 



ARCHlEOLOGICAL NOTES. 

Ashingdon.- There is, as lVIorant observed, so little mention of 
Ashingdon in records, that ~~hat little there is is always worth 
noting. I recently cited an entry' from the patent rolls of I325 re­
lati ng to what Morant termed the " manor or farm of Chamberlain's," 
and this can now be suppl emented. This estate was part of the 
"Honour of Rayleigh" (that forfeited by H enry de Essex), and in a 
lis t of that Honour assig ned to the reign of Henry Ill. we read 
"Rogerus Camerarius j feodum in Assindene in Essexa et Stoke in 
Suffolcia.''• 

According to the record of-fice Calendar of Charter Rolls ( I903), pp. 
Io8, I r 2, 486, the estate granted by J ohn and H enry Ill. to the 
Beauchamp family at "Asington" was at Ashingdon. But the 
place was Assington, Suffolk, held of the H onour of ' Peverel of 
London ' or ' Hatfield Peverel.' " 

The Ashingdon estate was held jointly \v·ith land at S toke (by 
Nayland), and in the T esta (p. 292) we fmd Ralf 'Camerarius' 
holding one sixth of a fee at the latter of the H onour of Rayleigh. 

Turning to Feudal Aids we have Roger Chamberlain entered in 
I303 (p. I3 7) as holding one fee in Ash ingdon, with a note that two 
thirds of it was in Suffolk. In 1346 we have (p. I6 r) Robert 
'Suarry' entered as holding the fee which Roger 'Chamberleyn' 
had held, which exactly fits in with the Patent Roll en try recording 
the transfer from Chamberlain to 'Snarry' in 1325. But the Feudal 
A ids volume seems to be wrong in identifying •Suarry' (o r •Snarry') 
with 'Sa very' (p. 54I). A further entry (p. 440) shows us Richard, 
son of Roger Chamberlain, paying the regular relief of £5 in 
IS E dw. Il. ( I32I·2 ) for one knight' s fee on succeeding his father at 
'Assinden' in Essex and 'Stok,' Suffolk. 

On p. 2I2 we find that, "in I428, Vv'illiam Totham was holding 
Chamberlain's land in Ashingdon. 

Of the advowson of Ashingclon church Morant knew little. One 
of our county fines (p. 78) records that in 12 H en. Ill. (I227-8) 

1 See vol. ix. , p. 294 . 
2 1\ ed Hook of th e E:~clzeqtter, p. 739· By otH:: o f his many errors the edi tor, i\ lr. Hubert Hall , 

identil-ies 'Assindene' as Ashdon. 

a COi n part! Reel Huok uf the Exchcquc l' , p. 740 . 
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Richard Pirot made good his right to tha t of Asbingdon , and Jordan 
le B r un to tha t of Hawkswell. In I 3+2 the former was the subject 
of a g reat suit' on the death of the pa rson, R obert de Morton . 
S ir J ohn de Coggeshall and Sir J ohn de H evenyngham were the 
litigants, and their rival pleas were as follows. 

Coggeshall pleaded that he had been enfeoffed by R ichard de 
Bayouse, son of R obert de B ayo use who had presented the las t 
parson in the time of Eclwrtrcl I. ( I272-I 307). H evenyngham's plea 
was more elaborate ; be cla imed that the advowson was appurtenant 
to a messuage and IS acres in Ashingclon, which premises bad 
descended to him thus-

Thomas Maunsel 
presen ted Thomas de Ashingclon 

temp. H en . III. 
I 

Phi li p Maunsel = Maucl = John le Moue. 
I 

J ohn lVIaunsel 
in ward of J ean P i rot. 
After wards enfeoffed 

P hilip Perclriz and D eser ia hi s wife . 
Philip P erdri z = D eseria 

I 
Alice = [ H evenyngham J. 

I 
P hilip 

[ de H evenyngham]. 
I 

Sir John de H evenyngham. 

S ir J ohn de Coggeshall gained his case, but we here see how 
H evenyng ham came to succeed P erclri z a t Barrow Hall in Eastwood 
(another Rayleig h manor), and infer th at Coggeshall succeeded 
Bayouse at H awkswell a lso by enfeolfm ent. 

J. H . ROuND . 

Malepardus (p. 325 ante ).- T he Rev. E . H . L. R eeve, rector of 
S tonclon Massey and owner of the wood Malepardus, ·writing , under 
elate August 8th , I905, says : "Malepa rdu s has always been a g reat 
covert for R eynard, and my present tenant has recently lost forty 
ou t of sixty promising yo ung t ur keys. I think he wo uld say that 
Sir \ ·Villia m S helley was a man of discernment. " 

w. c . w . 

1 See Year Books, Ed1~Jftrd 1 If. , ii. , 539-5-l9· with notes from th e record of the suit. 
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The 'Curlai' of Domesday.-Dr. J. H . Round has shown 
that this must belong to \i\loodbam Waiter, but additional evidence 
may be given . \iValter \tVrytyll , esquire, and others by charter 
dated 5th March, 8 Edward IV., made a grant to abbot \ iV illiam 
Kirkeby and the convent of Beeleigh of a messuage call ed 'Gyffreys' 
in the town of \ i\1 oodham Wal ter and the hamlet of C urley with 
r6 acres of land and pasture and an acre of meadow, and also a 
messuage called 'Bowres' in \iVoodham vValter with 48 acres of 
land, 12 acres of pasture, 8 acres of meadow and 8 acres of wood 
and ss. 8d. rent. This abbot on 27th November, I r Edward I\'., 
obtained letters paten t pardoning all trespass in this ; but later it 
was found by inquisition that the above had been acquired without 
li cence, and Thomas Skarlet, who had been elected abbot on his 
death, was called to account, though on production of the charter 

. and letters patent he was acq uitted. ' 
An inquisi tion taken aft er the death of \ iValter Asshe in 1436 

mentions a meadow called ' le Curleighmead, ' parcel of the manor of 
vV oodham \ iV alter. 2 

Curlai was probably situated near Hoe Mill, which may be the 
act ual mill mentioned in Domesday as having belonged to it before 
the Conquest. 

1 Exch . L .T.R . . l! cm. Roll ., T ri11. 1 Heury V II. ro. ,o. 

:.l h tquisitioas Post .llurtem, 15 Hen ry VI. , :\ o. 30. 

R . F . 



Mr. J. G. WALLER, F.S.A. 

~ It is with deep regret that we have to record the death, in his 
ninety-third year, of Mr. J. G. \ Valler, F.S.A., an honorary member 
of the Society. 

On monumental brasses, mural paintings in churches, and ecclesi­
ast ical symbolism generally, Mr. J. G . \Valler was one of the 
highest authorities . H e was also a dis ting uished artist, and his 
designs in painted g lass and brass adorn many churches . 

In conjunction with the late Mr. Charles 1\.oacb Smith , Mr. \ Valler 
was instrumental in forming the British Archccolog ical .c\ ssociation 
in r84+; th ey were als9 together in the establi shment of the L ondon 
and Middlesex Archaeological Society in 1855· 

Mr. \ i\faller was present at the R oyal Academy banquet this year; 
and in a letter written three mont hs ago, be said :-

I was over forty years in Bolsover Street, and never thought I should s ur vive 
my Port land lease. But 1 am surviving too man y friends. F ra nks 
made my acquaintance m·en before he h ad left Cambridge; our fri endship was 
over fifty years. I may perhaps say that I have read my last paper, <ts it is 
not to be expected that 1 can go on with mental work very much longer , though 
I sti ll a muse myse lf in art as well as science, and the PebiJie Bed often occupies 
me. l am yet a V.P. of the Quekett C lub, continuing for fo ur years after 
ser ving two as President. So at present 1 don' t give up. 

It is given to few men to attain distinction so early in life, and to 
win the fri endship of so many generations of fellow-student&. 



QUARTERLY MEETING 
SATURDAY, 26th 

& EXCURSION, 
AUGUST, 1905. 

BIRCHANGER, QuENDON, Ri cK LI NG , \1\ii C KE N Bo NANT, AND 

NEWPORT. 

The summer excursion of the Society was held on the wes tern 
side of the county. Starting from Bishops Stortford, th e firs t stop 
was made a t Birchanger, where l'vir. G . E . Pritchett, F .S.A., read 
the following paper on the ch urch :-

BII<CII .\N G ER CHURCH. 

S t. l\'fary 's, B irchanger,' is very prettily situated on high ground; 
it s tands a littl e di s tance from the high road leading from Bishops 
Stortford to Cambridge, and being out of the way, is little known 
or Yisited. Notwithstanding its being very small, it is a most in­
teresting s tructure and is undoubtedly of Vf~ry ancient da te, probably 
of the early Norman period. St. Mary's as i t now is, consis ts of one 
pace, and has thick massive walls; the western wall being 3 feet 
3 inches in thickness. It compri ses a nave, chancel, and vestry, to 
which has recently been added a north aisle under the superin­
tendence of th e late Sir A. Blomfield. This church has not a single 
buttress of any kind, it being orig inally a simple parallelogram . 

It has three doorways in the nave, that at th e west end being of 
very early type ; it has a double-ringed stone arch spring ing from 
simply chamfered imposts carryit,g a circular tympanum enriched 
with the star oruament on its lower edge; it has square recess 
jambs running clown to the ground without any bases. The south 
doorway is much hidden by ivy, but it is of very plain character, 

1 This church appears to have had a round tower surmo unted by a shingled spin~ . but this 
s tructure has all vanished :\I orant , in t j6S, s tates:- " It has a round tower after the Danish 
fashion ; and there was on it a spire, which was blow n down by a high \vind ." The tower is said 
to have contain t!d se veral bells, all of whi ch, excepting one now in the western turre t, went , it is 
~aid, to Farkha111, hut SOIIl l! doubt is thruwn upon wha t lJc=can 1c of the bells; it is also sa id that 
tnile-; uf th e roads were lllt!llded wilh the dt!bris of the tower. Th ~;: ex"'ct position of this tower, 
which was detached frolll the church , is not actuall y known . 
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·whilst its inner arch has been much stilted up, but reset to form 
room for a staircase to the organ loft. vVhilst this ach ievement was 
in operation a curious piece of pottery in the shape of an urn or jar 
was f6und, lying with its mouth facing the interior of the nave and 
simply covered over with a tile or plaster. This relic of ancien t 
manufacture is r3 inches long, 61f inches in diameter, and about 
4 inches wide at its mouth. Mr. T. H arrison, churchwarden, has it 
in his possession at B irchanger Place. 

Towards the eastern end of the nave is a somewhat curious recess 
with a pointed arch and remains of masonry, and there was a similar 
recess on the north side, now removed. · 

Before the north aisle was built, which necessita ted the pulling 
cl own of the north wall of the church, there was, high up in the 
north wall, one of those early little narrow slit windows which are 
frequently met with in Norman or Saxon walls; thi s window had 
particular interest as its glazing was in the centre of th e wall, it 
being deeply and doubly splayed both outside and inside, instead of 
the usual fi xing of the g lass close to the outside. I ts shape is 
repeated in the little new window facing the west side of the new 
porch; such doubly splayed windows are not often met with, and 
probably it was much like the one at Tollesbury, as that church has 
examples of early Norman or Saxon work about it. 

On the north wall of the chancel, par tly now removed, there were 
two well proportioned lancet windows filled with stained glass; one 
of these had to be taken ou t to affo rd room for the new north aisle, 
but an opening was cut in the south wall of the chancel to rycei ve a 
similar new lancet window; the inner jambs and arch of the old 
lan cet window were refixed. There are now three lancet windows 
on the south side of the chancel. Somewhat curiously, when the 
sou th wall was cut to insert this lancet window, the remains of a 
stopped-up window of later elate was discovered. 

The present eastern window replaced a wooden-framed dilapidated 
window ; it was put in and supplied with stained glass in memory 
of the Rev . T. Pelly, who was in charge of the parish for some time, 
and was much beloved. Ou the south .side of the church we have 
insertions of two Perpendicular windows of two ligh ts each. 

On the same south side is a Norman doorway, closed for many 
years; its masonry can be traced outside, whilst its inner arch and 
jambs have been raised for the organ staircase as before mentioned. 
A third Norman door-way has been formed in the north wall, it has 
detached shafts and is somewhat ornamental in orig inal design, but 
it has been clumsily restored ; this doorway leads into the new 
additions made to the ch urch about seven and a half years ago, and 
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a lready referred to. There are no brasses remaining in the church; 
and the few monuments a re not of ancien t date. 

The seven-sided roof throughout, completely decayed, was entirely 
renewed after the type of the old one, with the addition of some 
curved principals, in r85o. 

About this time th e debased cupola on the western wall was 
found to be in a dangerous state of decay; it bad to be taken down, 
and was replaced by the present bell turret carrying the one bell 
remaining from the old circular to wer. . 

After leaving the church a visi t was paid to Birchanger Place, 
where Mr. Harrison very kindly showed us the urn mentioned in 

1r. Pritchett's paper. It is generall y believed that earthenware jars 
of this description were placed in the walls of some churches for 
acoustic purposes. ' 

The next point of t he excursion was Quendon, where lVIr. Pritchett 
contributed another paper, describing the church:-

QUENDON CHURCH . 

This interesting church consists of a lofty nave with two side 
aisles, each with an arcade of circular pillars, and arches of early 
elate carrying a lofty open roof of one span covering both the nave 
and side aisles and coming near the groun d-an early feature of 
construction . In two of these north pillars are recesses sunk to 
receive figures. There is a thick western wall, in the centre of 
which is a very large, lofty, a nd boldly splayed single- ligh t lancet 
window, running very high up in this wall , but much hidden by the 
organ. This wall has also two bold single-light windows, one in 
each aisle; and on the outside of it are two quasi flat buttresses, 
helping to support this heavy wall, which carries a t urret for 
two bells. There are several couplets in the side walls of boldly 
recessed character, and one of th ese westward has been ornamentecl 
in ternall y and g lazed in memory of Beatrice Dilkes Byng, twelve 
years maid of honour to Q ueen Victoria. The chancel is of un­
usually small dimensions, weak, and of a much la ter date; the present 
eastern window has taken the place of an earlier one. 

A very interes ting feature is met with at the ex treme eas tern end 
of this chancel, for in th e north and south corners are two large 
pillars or pedestals of considerab le height and diameter; one is 
pannelled and the other fluted with a large cable- like twist; they 

1 Cf. Reports twd /.Japers of Arclu:teclttml So~.: ielies , vol. 7, page 102; ]o11mal of the 1\oyal 
.·J rchceulogical Insli/1tfe , vol. 7, p. 3q; .f<mnuLl of A rchreolo}!.ical lnstifttte, vo l. 12 , p. 276-7; Gou!!h's 
Sep. Mun., vol. i. , p. 16. 
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have moulded caps and plinths, and have the appearance of holding 
their original position . They also have canopies above them, and 
are, as far as is known, unique in this locality. vVhether they baYe 
carried sculptured figures or to what uses they have originally been 
put is not known. Some years ago, when the north wall of this 
chancel had to be underpinned in consequence of some serious 
settlements in the foundations, the complete skeleton of a rpan was 
found precisely under the foundation, as if (which actually was the 
case) the wall had been built precisely over or upon him. 

The present chancel not being the original one, the idea is that 
the original chancel may have been apsidal, and that the man was 
buried just beyond the start of the apse, and such being the case 
the straigh l wall of the present chancel, when built, rested precisely 
on the top of him, otherwise it is very difficult to prove how 
be could have been buried where he was found. There is a good 
monument in the chancel to a Mr. Turner, and other slabs to the 
Turner family . 

There is a large timber-framed porch on the south side wi th a 
doorway leading from it, forming th e only entrance for the parishioners 
into the church. 

This church is somewhat remarkable from being on very high 
ground rising abruptly from the road. 

Continuing our drive an d arriving at Riclding Hall, we bad an 
at fresco lunch on the lawn. Here Major lnglis, the lord of the 
manor, was kind enough lo show us his court rolls, containing the 
history of the ownership of the manor from the fourteenth century. 
After lunch a general meeting of the Society was held, at which the 
following were elected as members :- -

0:-J' THE NO!'I·IJNATION OF-

GooDCH ILD, Mrs. M. A., Yeldham Hall, Halstead. Mr. C. Portway. 
MABERLY, GERALD C., vVetherstield, Braintree. 
BLYTH, Miss F., Oxley Lodge, Tolleshunt Knigh ts, 

1
1. The Hon Sec. 

Kelvedon. 
LEADER, R. E., Thorndean, Oakleigh Park, N. Mr. I. C . Gou ld 
SCOTT , ARNOLD, M .D., Backing , Braintree. Mr. S. Warner. 
WILSON, Sir ALEXANDER, The Views, Rick ling, Newport. Major W. R. Inglis. 

After Major Ingiis had very kindly given a description of the 
Hall, a move was made to the Mount, on the summit of which Mr. 
I. C. Gould read the paper which appears in the present part of the 
Transactions. 

At Riclding church we had the advantage of hearing another 
paper from lVJr. G. E. Pritchett, to whom our hearty thanks are due 
for the able way in which he acted as cicerone on this occasion. 
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Rr cK LI NG CH URC H. 

This church, dedicated to All Saints, is a most complete and 
interesting one. It consists of a massive and very well designed 
tower at the west end, a nave with a south a isle and porch of later 
elate, an arcade of early arches, and pi llars of good detail di viding 
the nave and aisle. The whole of t his arcade has settled over to the 
south very considerably, carrying the roof and a ll with it in a rather 
remarkable manner. There does not appear to be any particnlar 
crush, but sim ply a heeling over of the whole of t hi s portion of the 
fabric : this has been know n for the last fifty years . The even­
sided and lofty root of the nave is now hidden by plaster. The rood 
sc reen is of the Decorated period (fourt eenth cen tury), and is a most 
choice piece of work; a ll its details are beautifully worked out. 

In the chancel is an ancient iron-bo und wooden chest , covered at 
one t ime with leather, of wh ich pieces remain. There are a lso two 
a ltar tombs with canopies, one of which retai ns some shields of 
arms in brass. In the Arkesclon MS . the fo llowing description is 
given of the latter tomb:-

Against the south wal l of the Chancell is an arc:hed tombe upon the topp 
whereof is a marble stone inlayed with brasse whereon are these fower escocheons 
and inscriplion-

Hie jace t Thomas Langley arm iger 
qui obiit XX. die Februarii MCCCCLXX. 
cujus ala propiciet' Deus Amen . 

Of the four escocheons on the top stone, r and 2 were sto len away, 
3 was as D , 4 as E, in th e following description kindly g iven by the 
Rev. H. L. E lliot, vicar of Gosfielcl . Those remaining on t he north 
side of th e monument are-

A. Illegible. 

B . ·A cross moline (probably for Fox; see F ). 

C. Q uarterly, I and 4· Sa. two bars and in chief three cmque­
foils arg. W aldene. 

2 and 3· Az. two cllevrons or , in ch ief as many mullets a rg. 
Breton. 

D. Fret ty a bordure charged with rouncll es [perhaps L ozengy 
arg . and gu. a bordure az . bezanty]. F itzwillimns .' 

E . Paly of six arg . and vert, L angley; impaling, Qua~terl y, 
I and 4, W(Jtdeue; 2 and 3, Bretou, as above. 

F. Langley, impaling, Per pale sa. and vert a cross potent arg ., Fox. 

G. Langley. 

H. Hidd en . 

l I find no authority in the pPciigree for th is attributio n. 
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On the south wall of the chancel are some remarkable scribbles, 
of which an illustra tion is g iven. Tracings of them have been sent 
to Mr. St. J ohn H ope, and he considers that they belong to the 
second ha lf of t he fifteen th cen tury. T hese scribbles are incised 

upon the stonework of th e outer an d inner sides of the arch of the 
priest' s door in the south of th e chancel, and a lso upon the 
chancel wall s. 

F rom Rid ding church we drove to the ruined chapel of S t. E lene 
a t vVicken Bonant, of which a descri ption , written by the P resident, 
appears in the present part of the T1'ausa.ctious. 
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The last point of t be excursion was N ewport. H ere the following 
paper on the church was read by Mr. P ritchett :-

NEWPO RT C H URC H. 

This fin e and important church consists of a large porch- -of late 
date-with parvise over it , a nave with north and south a isles, and 
fin e arcades of dis tinct da tes dividing them. The detail of this 
masonry is of good early P erpendicular, but closely approaching 
D ecorated work. There are two large north and south transepts, 
the northern on e of earlier date with t wo lancet windows , containing 
some early and good stained g lass. At the west end of the church 
is a loft y and fin e ba ttlern ented tower , wi th bold tu rrets, also 
battlemented . 

In the south ai sle is a la rge font of unust;al design with suspended 
cover. Near th is font is the narrow staircase up to the pa rvise, 
which contains a very large muniment chest, so large that it is a 
wonder how it could have been got up . T he chest has paintings 
inside of St Peter , th e Virgin Mary, the Crucifi xion , S t. J ohn and S t . 
P aul, at the bottom a secret drawer , and outside ornamented bands. 

T he ch urch has a rood screen of good early P erpendicul a r work, 
with double doo r complete, except that the pa inted panel s forming 
the bottom enclosures of the screen have been lost. 

The chancel has several windows in brick work, g iving a clerestory 
appearance. vVhether there has ever been any use for these windows, 
except for light , which was not needed, is not known. No doubt 
from the remains of masonry, there has been a beautiful stone 
window in the east wall , but it is now substituted by a hideous 
wooden-fram ed window fi lled with common glass . The roof of the 
chancel is of good construction, covered with lead nearly if not quite 
worn out, an d assuming a dangerous appearance. There are 
windows of various designs and dates and car ved gargoyles of good 
workmanship. 

T he church possesses a carved wooden lectern of early date. 
This is of unusual construction, as it has a ratchet and spring by 
which it can be raised and lowered ; it was painted in r 8so in several 
colours. The detail is very elaborate, especially its massive moulded 
base, and sunk and panelled shaft; its revolving desk a rrangement 
is two-sided, and covered with quatrefoil s at its ends; whilst on its 
book-rest is a brass band let in and engraved with a curious m· 
scriplion respect ing the firs t authorised edition of the Bible. 

After leaving the church, the vicar of Newport and Miss T ampl in 
kindly en terta ined us at tea. 



QUARTERLY MEETING & EXCURSION, 
SATURDAY, 30th SEPTEMBER, 1905. 

BARKING. 

Starting from Il ford at 10.30, we made our way viri Barking L ane 
to U phall Camp, where Mr. \ iValter Crouch, F .Z.S., pointed out the 
remains of the old ramparts and defences on the banks of the river 
Roding, and read extracts from a paper, of which a part is published 
in the present, and a part will he published in th e next issue of 
the Tmusnctions. 

Driving on towards Barking, a v1s1t was paid to t l1 e Q uaker 
meeting-house with its oak pan ell ed room with original doorway of 
the Tudor period. 

At Barking church the following paper was read hy Mr. F. 
Chancellor, F .R.I.B.A. :-

ST. MARGARET's , BARKING. 

There can be no doubt that although there was what, in the Saxon 
days, might be considered a magnifi cent abbey in this parish, it did 
not conform with the excl usive ideas of the monastic establi shmen ts, 
that their churches should be open to the whole parish; and therefore 
there would be a parish church, but that it should be situated so 
near to the abbey church is somewhat curious, but when we 
remember that this benefice was from time out of time in th e 
patronage of the abbess and convent, we can understand the reason 
for selecting a site for it in proximity to the abbey. 

Of course there are no remains of the Saxon church, wh ich , upon 
the advent of the Normans, was swept away and replaced by a 
Norman church pure and simple. That there was a Norman ch urch 
here is proved by the configuration of the eastern end of the chancel, 
which was the Norman peculiarity of the square quoins without 
buttresses of any kind, and by the three Norman columns with their 
early capitals in the northern wall of the chancel. We can form no 
opinion as to the extent or design of the Nor man church, for every 
other portion of that building has been swept away; indeed, l may 
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say that the a lterations in this church have been so sweeping and 
ex tensive tha t it is very difficult to say what alterations were made 
from time to time and in w hat order. 

Generally I may describe thi s church as possessing a tower, nave , 
one southern and two north ern aisles, chancel with the aisles continued 
th ro ugh, a sacristy and north porch. 

The principa l feature, and one tha t a ttracts the eye upon fi rst 
v iewing the chu rch, is the noble tower, about 8o fee t high, con­
structed apparently of Ken tish rag, which, from its ex posure to the 
storms of five centuries, possesses tha t charming venerable ap · 
pearance that time a lone can give. 

This tower was probabl y erected la te in the fourteenth or early in 
the fifteenth century; ex terna ll y it is di vided into four sto ries, and 
surmounted by an embat tl ed pa rapet . At th e north- west angle is 
the s tai rcase turre t, which is octagonal and is carri ed up above the 
parapet of the_tower. Th e western doorway and window have been 
removed, and as no portion of the old stonework has been retained, 
it cannot be told whether they are fa ithful res tora tions or otherwise; 
'otherwise' I think would apply to the window more pa rticularly. 

Internall y we have the origina l work, and the two g lorious arches 
on the north and south sides and the magnifi cent archway opening 
into the nave a re t he featu res of the church . 

P roceeding from the tower eastward under this noble archway we 
enter the nave, which has on either side an arcade consisting of 
th ree octangu lar columns with their responds supporting fo ur a rches. 
It wo uld seem th a t, with th e exception of two or three fragments, 
the capita ls of these columns have been cut off and capita ls in plas ter 
formed, probably owing to a lterations caused by the int roduction of 
galleri es, wh ich, I understand, fo rmerly ex isted. The clerestory 
over th e columns and the roof over the nave have utterl y lost their 
orig ina l character, and have been replaced hy classic des ig ns carried 
out probably about the eig hteenth century . 

On the south side of the nave is an a isle of similar date to the 
nave, but the w indows have been altered. 

On the north side of the nave are two a isles. The arcade between 
these two aisles is of very peculiar construction, and would seem to 
indicate a la ter da te than the nave arcades ; and yet the north wall 
of the outer aisle appears to be of th e Perpend icular period, as is 
the northern door. The windows have a ll been a ltered to modern 
wooden windows. 

The porch appears a lso to have been erected in the P erpendicula r 
period, although the walls have been plastered over inside and 
outside, hiding up all archi tectural features . 

PF 
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The chancel, as before observed, is apparently a part of the 
original Norman church, a lthough the windows in the north side 
partake more of th e early Engl ish period, thirteenth century. The 
east window has been renewed in the Perpendicula r style; th e south 
wall appears to be of later elate . 

On the south wall of the south aisle are the remains of an orig inal 
stone window of very peculiar construction, which puzzles me, and 
about which I should like to hear the opinion of other gentlemen. 

Inside the ch urch are one or two items to which I should like to 
draw attention. The first is a kind of niche on the north side of the 
tower, arched with an embatt led mdulding over. The niche itsel f is 
recessed, an d the walls of the recess are panelled, and the roof also 
panelled in imita tion of gra ining; a cor belied table forms the base of 
the niche; whether thi s table is modern cannot be positi vely said. 
There is no doubt that the niche is par t of the origina l construction 
of the tower. I am disposed to think that it was originally a stoup. 
No doubt these holy water stou ps were generally placed outside the 
church door, but they were most certainly sometimes placed inside 
the church, and that there was one inside Barking eh urch is proved 
by the extract from the wi ll of Master J oh n L andaf{, priste (I5I6), 
who directs that he shall be buried in this church "nere by the 
H oly water stokke." 

ear to this is also a fragment which at once was suggestive of 
infan t baptismal immersion; it is 3 feet long by I foot 9 inches wide 
and I foot (j inches deep, and may have been a font, but cut away 
on the underside for some purpose not now apparent. 

In the chancel are some interesting hrasses. One to Thomas 
Broke and his wife: Thomas died 5th February, 1483 . Another to 
T edcaste ll, husband and wife, I596. 

There is also in the chancel a doubl e a umbry of somewhat 
peculiar form, but of late date. The sacristy on the south side of 
the chancel is interesting as the wall s are no doubt original, but th e 
interior was wainscotted, paved, and plastered by H on. H.obert 
Ber tie in I698. 

I shou ld have been glad if I could have th rown some fur ther light 
upon the three Norman co lum ns at the east end before a lluded to, 
but the church has been so a ltered, I had almost said mangled, that 
it is possible th ese columns may not really occupy their original 
position, but may haYe formed pa rt of the naYe of the old Norman 
church; at any rate they form the foundation for many ingenious 
theories. 

It may be interesting to draw a t tention to the modern font. It is 
a huge ambitious construction, out of character with the church. 
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\ iVha t is known as the Curfew tower evidently formed an entrance 
gateway, possibly to th e old a bbey; possibly it fo rmed the entrance 
a nd th e to wer to the old church; tha t it was built for the purpose of 
tolli ng tbe C urfew bell cannot be entertained. The Cu rfew was 
established in the eleventh , this tower was not built unti l ear ly in 
the fourteenth , cen tu ry . It is a picturesq ue and well-designed tower, 
but on th e firs t floor th ree of the three- light windows have been 
blocked up. It is a pity tha t so interesting a building should not 
be better preserved. · 

F rom the church we proceeded to tbe Court House, where light 
refreshments were provided by the kindness of th e vicar of Barking, 
the R ev. J. vV. E isdell. H ere a genera l meeting of the Society was 
held, a t which the fo llowing were elec ted as members :-

S IM KJN, W . R, Colchester. 
E ISDELL, T he Rev. J . W ., Barki ng Vicarage, .Essex. 
J AC KSON, GEORGE, Barking . 
NASI-I, A. W ., M .A., B ishops S tortford . 
K AN TAM, E. M .. 142, E bury S treet, \ V. 

ON THE NO MINATI ON OF-

} T he H on. Sec. 

Mr. J. U. H aslam. 
Mr. J. W . G lasscock. 
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The drive was then continued ' to Eastbury House, where Mr. 
A. B . Bamford read the following paper :-

E ASTBURY H ousE . 

Eastbury H ouse, in the parish of B a rking, is, ex terna lly, a fi ne 
specimen of E li zabethan architecture. B uilt by Clement Sysley in 
1572, the house is entirely of one period and style, and remains to 
us, as far as the outside is concerned, in a lmost perfect condition : 
the windows, though in many cases bricked up, have not been 
removed to g ive place to later sash eel ones, as is th e case in so many 
early houses; but of t he interior littl e remains as Clement S ysley left 
it, with the exception of one room in the west wing which retains 
the original panelling, and the pantry with the trefoilecl headed niche; 
all the rooms, which are still ha bitable, have been modernised. 

The pantry, with 'its niche, Mr. Barrett, in his interesting and 
cha tty book, Essex H ighways and Byways , rashly concludes was a 
chapel ; he says, " The chapel, which from the presence of rubbed 
brick piscina, m ust be held to have been erected by a Catholic, is 
now a datry. To fi nd a piscina in a buildi ng of post R eformation 
elate is very uncommon indeed." Now there is no evidence what­
ever , and it is very improbable, that there e\·er was a chapel a t 
Eastbury ; the ho use was no t erected by a E oman Catholic, but, as 
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we have seen, by Clement Sysley, and this littl e room has probably 
a lways been used as a pantry or dairy, and the piscina is only a 
water-drain or sink , which in houses of that period and earlier, were 
of the same design as those in churches of a similar period, as can 
be seen by those who are interested in the subject, in Parker's 
Domestic A rchdectnre. 

Mr. Barrett has a lso perpetuated another blunder in reference to 
Eastbury House, which has appeared in a lmost every book, published 
before or since, that deals with this neighbourhood , that is, its 
connection with the Gunpowder Plot: there is no foundation whatever 
for the story. At the date of the P lot, Eastbury House was owned, 
for life, by Mrs. i\nne Steward, wife of Augustine Steward and 
widow of Clement Sysley; it was let about that time to Lord 
Monteagle, but the famous letter was not delivered to him there but 
a t his house a t Hoxton. Soon after this even t, viz. in r6o8, Mrs. 
Steward joined with her step- son, Thomas Sysley, in sell ing Eastbury 
to her son , August ine Steward, the yo unger. The Stewards were a 
Puritan family, an d Oliver Cromwell, on his mother 's side, was 
descended from the same N icholas Steward of \·Veils, in Nor folk, as 
this Augustine Steward who bought East bury. 

Eastbury House was visited by the Essex Archceological Society 
in June r 859, when an interes ting paper on Clement Sysley was 
read by Mr. E . ] . Sage,' and one on the house was also read by the 
.t{ev . E . L. Cutts, but as the earli er number of the Transactions of 
the Society may not be in the possession of many of the present 
memlJers, it may be interes ting to g ive a slight description of the 
house and a brief account of the builder and later owners of it. 

The manor of Eastbury was a portion of the possessions of 
Barking ab bey, and was granted to S ir W. Denham in I5+5; on his 
death three years later he left it to \ Nilliam Abbot , who held it eight 
years and then conveyed it to ] ohn Keele, who, wit hin a year, viz., 
in 1557, sold it to Clement Sysley, a younger son of Mr. Richard 
Sysley of Sevenoaks, in Kenl. About the middle of the sixteenth 
century he came into Essex, and lived a t Barrow Hall in Little 
Thurrock parish, where, in I 560, the family arms were confirmed to 
him. Between r s6o and I 562 Clement Sysley took up his residence 
in Barking pari sh, and bought much landed property in the neigh­
bourhood, besides Eastbury; he probably a t once began building this 
ho use, li ving meanwhile, perhaps, at Upney Place, close by, or at 
\ ;yangey. Eastbury }-l ouse, or Hall, as be wished to call it, was 

1 I a l!l indebted to l\[r. Sage for the greaLer part o f my information relatiug to East !Ju ry House, 
and also for having kindl y placed his unique Barki ug co llection and Essex pedigret: s and will s at 
lilY disposal. 
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finished about IS/'2; there was that date on a spout at the back of 
the house at one time, but I was unable to find it when here a few 
clays ago, though I well remember it being pointed out to me by a 
former tenant. Mr. Cutts abo speaks of a similar date, which was 
formerly in the hal l. The p lan of the house consists of a north 
front and two wings; the fourth side of the court is closed by a high 
wall. There were, until early in the last century, two octagonal s tair 
turrets, but only that in the north-west angle of the court-yard 
remains. In the print in Lyson's Environs of London, elated 1796, 
both towers are shown; and they also appear in Ogborne's Histo-ry of 
Essex, r8r4, but Mrs. Ogborne says: "since the annexed view was 
taken, the tower belonging to the right wing of this house has been 
pulled down ." And as it is not shown in the little view in the 
A ntiquariaJ. Itinerm'y published in r8 rs, it is probable that the east 
turret was taken down by a Mr. Scott, who lived at Eastbury abou t 
that time, and who is crecl ited \vith beginning the work of des truction. 
The principal en trance is in the north front, and through a small 
porch one enters into what was formerly the screens, a t the lower 
end of the ball, which was on the left hand. Mr. Cutts, in his 
paper, says that the kitchen and offices were in the eastern wing, 
but this is probably a mis-print, Ct.s they must have been, as we have 
o-een when referring to the pantry, in the west wing. On the firs t 
Hoor there was, over the ball , a room of the same size, whose walls 
were decorated with painting-s; they are difficult to see now, except 
in a certain light, but some of the figures, in military costume of the 
time of El izabeth, are depicted in Ogborne's History of Essex, on the 
same plate as Eastbury House. In the eastern wing on this floor 
were two large rooms : a stone fire-place still remains, but the 
partit10n wall has been removed , and the room thus form ed is now 
used as a loft and is approached from the stab les below by a ladder, 
and not from the other part of th e house; and, judg ing from the 
prints, thi s wi ng was evidentl y in the same state nearly one hundred 
years ago . vVi th th is exception, I believe, a ll the ori g inal fire ­
places have disappeared. 

lVIr. E. Sage, senr., who was steward of Barking manor, says, in 
one of his MS. volumes on Bark ing, that the house was, for many 
years, in a very ruinous state; a nd the la te Mr. Sterry, in r84o, 
seriously con templated pulling it clown, and began by pull ing out all 
the ancient and handsome stone ch imney-pieces, some of which he 
sold and the remainder he gave to the owner of Parsloes (Rev. 
Thomas Lewis Fanshawe), who placed the larger one, wh ich formerly 
stood in the hall at Eastbury, in the kitchen at Parsloes, and another 
small er one he placed in th e ball there. !VIr. Sterry was only 
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prevented from pulling down the house by the representations of 
Mr. Sage and others . H e, however, spoilt th e interior by modernising 
the rooms of th e wes t wing on the g round and first floor, and con­
vert ing th e residue of the house in to stables, granaries, and coach 
houses . This was clone in r 8+I. On the second floor were three 
galleries extending the whole length of each block, the roofs of which 
are now open to the til es , but with a littl e imag ination one can 
picture them as the galleries a t Kn ole or H acl clon. 

For a more detailed descrip tion of the house I must refer you to 
the paper by Mr. Cutts or Clarke's Eastbury . 

VVe must not, however, leave it without a few words concerning 
Clement Sysley and those who followed him and li ved in this 
interesting old house. 

Clement Sysley did not live long to enjoy his new house : he died 
in 1578, and was buried by th e sic!~ of hi s second wife in th e chancel 
of Barking C hurch . He left, as we have seen, a son Thomas, by 
his first wife, Frances, daughter of Sir Francis Fleming, of Rumsey, 
in Hants; he also had issue by Mauclley or Magclalen, his second 
wife, daughter of Thomas Chambley of East Ham; and also by his 
third wife, Anne, daughter of Thomas Argall of London, and Low 
Hall, Vv' althamstow, who survived him and re-married, in 1580, 
Aug ustine Steward, who died in 1597, and Mrs. Steward died in 
r6ro. 

Clement Sysley in his most interesting will, elated rs t September, 
1578, describes himself as of "Eastbury Hall, in the p'ri sh of 
Barking, in the County of Essex, Esquier," and says, in reference 
to Eastbury :-

I give and bequeath to Anne , my wyf{e, my house called Eastbury Hall, with 
a ll barnes, s tab les, dove-houses, orchards, and gardens thereunto belonging, 
excepting and reserving the greatest barne a nd garden to mine heire or h eires 

during her liffe naturall and no longer; and after her decease to my 
sonne Thomas Sysley I g ive unto my sonne Thomas S ysley a ll my 
arms and furniture of armor, a ll my gunes, daggs , pykes, bells, targetts, 3.nd cross 
bowes by what name or names soe they be called or known, and they to remain 
as standards and implements of h ousehold to him and his h eirs for ever at 
Eastbury, whereat they nowe remain. 

All Clement Sysley's precautions for keeping the estates, arms, 
etc ., in his family "for ever " was of little avail ; his widow sold her 
life in terest in Eastbury, as we mentioned before , to her son 
Augustine Steward, and Thomas Sysley, at the same time, sold his 
reversion. O f the descendants of Clement Sysley littl e more is 
known. Thirty years after hi s death not an acre of land remained 
to the Sysley family in Barking, and the house w hich he had raised 
with so much pride had passed to s trangers. 
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The Stewards owned E astbury about fifty years. Martin S teward, 
son of Augustine, sold th e esta te in 1629 to J acob Price ; George 
P rice sold it in 1646 to \iVilliam Knightly. In 1648 \iVilliam 
Knight ley in his will, elated 7th June, leaves to his "eldest son 
\iVi llia m }\:nig!J tley and his heirs, all my messuage ca ll ed Eastbury 
H all a t Barkinge, eo. E ssex, with a ll th e lands, tenements , tithes, 
and a ll that ffa rme at Upney, &c." 

\ iV illiam Knightley's widow and son sold Eastbury, in 165o, to 
Alderman S ir T homas Vyner, kt. and ba rt ., Lord Mayor of L ondon 
in 1653 · In his will , ela ted 16th March, 1664. in ment ioning hi s 
Barking es ta tes, he says :-

All my Mannor of \!Vestbury with the a ppurts situate in Barking and a ll o ther 
m y la nds , Tents a nd hereds in Barking a fsrl which I lately bough t a nd purchased 
o f Sir T homas Fanshawe Knight of the Bath a nd Thomas F anshawe hi s son ne 
or ey ther of them a nd all that wharfe in Barking a foresaid a s it now is or la te was 
in the occn of Robert Garway or hi s ass:, and a ll that my house or T ent in 
Barking a foresd with the appurts which I la tely bought of R obert Sanderson. 
And all tha t capita ll messuage and hereds thereun to belonging called Eastbnry 
situate in Barking, a nd all my singular the lands, T ents, T ythes a nd hereds with 
their appu r ts situate in Barking a fsrl whi ch I have heretofore bough t and pur: o f 
Mrs S usan Knigh tly and her son ne or either of them, unto my se! son S ir George 
Vyner for li fe, remd to h is sons one a fter a nother . 

From the Vyners' descendants Eas tbury passed , early in th e 
eighteenth century , to V/ illiam B rowne, whose nephew, \ \ ' illia m 
Sedgewick, sold it to J ohn \Velcla le, esq . ; Mrs . Ann \iVe lda le, his 
heir, devised it to 1\<Ia ry, wife of the Rev . \'.' asey Sterry, to whose 
descendants E astbury s till belongs , never hav ing passed a way 
from the family; the New mans, B ushfields, and Scott s were on ly 
tenants . 

Luncheon was partaken of at the "Ship and Shovel " H otel, 
Ripp leside, and the pa rty then proceeded to P arsloes, where Mr. 
Crouch read some in teresting notes on th e old manor-house and the 
fam ily of the F anshawes, t he s ubstance of which was as fo llows :-

TH E M ANO R - H OUSE OF P ARS LOES . 

The manor of Parsloes (or ' P asselowes ') was one of the ancient 
possessions of Barking abbey , and the ti t le was probably so named 
from an early owner, Simon Passelowe, who. lived in Dagenham 
pa rish, and sold the land circ . 1327-70 temp . E el. II I. to Cec ilia de 
Lancas ter . B ut little is known further till the spacious clays of 
Q ueen Bess, when Martin Bowes, a L ondon goldsmith (who was 
but ler a t the coronation of the Virgin Q ueen, and afterwards L ord 
Mayor and made a knig ht), sold this es ta te to Alderman Hayward 
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and Thomas \Vilbrabam (Latbom earls), and they sold it to Edward 
Osborne, who also was L ord Mayor in 1583 . The Osbornes were 
ancestors of the dukes of L eeds. 

The manor-house was probably built either by him or hi s son, 
Sir Hewett Osborne, knight, who left it to hi s wife, so long as she 
remained a widow, and the land to hi s two sons when of age. From 
Edward Osborne it was bought in r 6 rg by \ "'il liam Fanshawe, esq., 
of London , for £r,rso, and in the deed of conveyance is named as 
'Passelowes.' It is described as-

The Manor and Manor H ouse called Passelowes, a nd 3 acres of land lying 
about the house; an arable fi e ld ca ll ed Barn Field, 22 acres; Kitchen Fie ld, 
arable, 8 acres; Stable Field, a rable, 5 acres; Mawlands, arable, 20 acres; Short 
Crofts, arable, 8 acres; I vye Land s, 6 acres ; The Brakes, 8 acres ; one broke 
cailed Newlars Broke, r acre ; one g ro\'e adjoining, 2 acres-all lying in Dagenha m 
and Bark ing. Also Eylands and H eathy Field, both in Bark ing. Also parcel of 
ground of l vye Lands, a nd a cottage and 8 acres in Dagenham in t:he occupation 
of Thomas G rigson. 

This \ Villiam Fanshawe, who died in 1634, had already purchased 
property in the neighbourhood, and in the survey of Barking, r6 r6, 
is named as a landmvner. Subsequently he acqu ired other lands, 
and particularly the site and remain of Barking abbey. · 

Between r6 rg and 1634 he added to Parsloes a large apartment at 
the north end, now the drawing-room, which is panelled in oak and 
contains a fine Jacobean carved mantel , and the door is near the foot 
of th e great staircase. 

A graphic description of this old manor-house (as it was in 1872) 
was written by my old fri end H. \ V. King, who for so many years 
was honorary secretary of our Society , from 11·hich we gi1·e the 
following: -

Parsloes was one o f the smaller Manor houses e rected in the reign of l'.; lizabeth . 
The Hall faces west, and is panelled with small square oak panels, and the stone 
fireplace and those in ~he ser vants' hall, kitchen, and library were a ll brough t 
from Eastbury when tha t was gutted. The la rge dra wi ng-room at the north end 
was added between r6rg and 1634 after William Fanshawe b ought the house, a nd 
is a lso oak panelled with a fine Jacobean can·ed mantel. But the most extensi1·e 
alterations were about r8r4, when the fine domed li brary was erected by the 
Rev. J ohn Fanshawe on the south side, and then the walls were faced with new 
brick and fini shed throughout with battlements. 

The estate has thus been vested in this branch of the Fanshawe 
fami ly for over 285 years; and just fifty years have passed since the 
late owner, ] ohn Gaspard Fans ha we, left to reside in the west of 
London. At his death, in 1903, it passed to his eldest son Evelyn, 
who is the eighth in descent from the original purchaser, and the 
tenth owner of the entail. 
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The number of rooms total t wenty-four ; but of all the valued 
treasures which were once hoarded there, th ere are now only re­
maining (in the great hall) the fine sku ll s an'd horns of the wapiti 
and moose, brought from Nova Scotia by an uncle, Sir Gaspard le 
Marchant , of which place be was governor. 

So far concerning the owners of th e estate, of whom the first four 
were auditors or' the Duchy of Lancaster, and during th e Civ il ·vvar 
th e first John Fanshawe, who was a Royali s t, and had borne arms 
on the king's s ide, was made to pay a fi ne of£ 430. 

Originall y they came from Fanshawe Gate, Dronf-ield , in Derby­
shire, and the first of the family in Barking was H enry Fanshawe, 
who boug ht " J enkins " in 1567, the oldest manor in that extensive 
pa rish. On th e manor map of 1713 it is shown as" a very large 
old timber house, surrounded by a moat on three sides." The 
mansion has long ago been pulled down, hut the moat, terraces, and 
f-i sh-ponds yet remain to mark the site, which is about midway 
between Parsloes and Faircross , a "four-wan t-way" on the road to 
Barking. The modern house here is known as Manor farm . 

The same Henry Fanshawe was "H.emembrancer to t he Court of 
Exchequer," and he afterwards held leases of Clay Hall , where he 
lived some time; the moated house of Valence; and also Carswell 
(all in Barl<ingside). The latter he probably obtained by hi s marriage, 
in 1562 , to Thomasine H opkins, who lived there. A fter her decease 
h e again married, and died in I 568 . 

Some years la ter we find that Sir Christopher Hatton lived at 
Clay H ouse, and in 1602 married "Sweet mistress Ales Fanshawe, " 
of J enkins; as he addresses her in a quaint love let ter. 

The eldest son of thi s H enry Fanshawe, of J enkins, and also 
vVare Park, was made a Knight of the Bath at the coronation of 
Charles I. , and created Viscount Fanshawe in 1661, an honour 
which continued for five generation s, the las t viscount dying w~thout 
issue in 1716. 

Of this elder branch the best known was the brother of the first 
viscoun t, Sir Richard, born in r6o8, who was Secretary of War to 
Prince Rupert, and made baronet in r65o. The nex t year he was 
taken prisoner at the "vVorcester I-ight." Both he and his wife 
were the most learned and intellectual of the fami ly. H e was author 
of many tran slations of H orace, Virgil, and other classics, and 
translated G uarin i's Il Pastor Fido, of which at least s ix editions are 
known. He died of fever in Madrid in r666, and was subsequently 
buried at \Vare. Long after his death, in 1702, hi s le tters when 
ambassador in Spain and Portugal were published; hL;t the litera ry 
fame of hi s wife is perhaps better kn own, especiall y the "lVIemoirf' 

GG 
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of Lady Fanshawe, r676," which she wrote for the instruction of 
her " clear and only son. " 

The original manuscript, which was not printed till r82g, in folio, 
bound in reel leather; and a magnificent copy, in large folio, written 
by the late Mr. Fanshawe, profusely illustrated, and bound in 
morocco, with silver clasps and ornaments, were among the treasures 
he greatly prized; and these I have had the privilege of seeing on 
sundry occasions. They are to be preserved as heirlooms. 

In the Briti sh Museum catalogue are over thirty en tries of books 
written by, or on, th e family. 

All the lordly and knightly branches of this once distinguished 
family have died out; and th eir houses and possessions passed away; 
while at Parsloes were brought together all the old portraits, MSS., 
and books; and some of the furniture from vVare Park (r668) and 
J enkins (about 1705) ; and all these have been dispersed during the 
last few years. 

But most of the portraits, some seventy in number, have been 
reclaimed by one of th e family, and many restored and cleaned. 
They no longer adorn the walls of old Parsloes, and the house is all 
desolate and neglected. 

And the shadows are lying grim and ta ll , 
Alone in the stillness here; 

And the burying dust creeps over a ll , 
And a hush is everywhere. 
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