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assessment, Church Street wa•·d in vVest Ham , 1735 , severa l sher iffs' appoint­
ments and quietus •·oils , and nume.-ous estate maps f.-am c . 1625. 

Manorial records, chiefly of No•·th-East Essex , 1276-1920; t h e main g •·oups 
comprise court rol ls, books, rentals , etc., of the follow ing mano•·s: Laye•· de 
la Haye , c. 1300-1899 , Bl indl{nights in L a yer de la Haye , 1646- 1801 , Copford 
H a ll , 1583-1878, Lexden , 1683-1864, \Vest Donyland , 1593-1863 , East Donyland, 
1620-1752, East Donyland, '\Vest Donyland , and Greenstead, 1486-1513, G•·eat 
Birch, 1276-1844, Easthorpe with Birch, 1727-94, High Laver (survey only), 
1552 , Peet Hall in Peldon , 1669-1862 , Peet Hall , F ing•·in ghoe, and \Vest 
Me•·sea, 1520-162-t , Fing ringhoe , 1688-92 , Rectory of Peldon, 1787-1920, 
Langham, 1703-1840, Little Oakley , 1603-1835, Great Totham with Gibc1·acks, 
1802-1870, Rivers Hall in Boxted , 1792-1844 , for which manor there is a lso a 
survey book of 1586, very deta iled, includin g 14 small maps by the sun·eyor, 
John Wall<er, the results of whose •·emarkab le skill are gradually finding a 
final home in the Essex Record Office-these of Boxted are the ea.-! iest maps 
in the office and very few of older date a rc extant in the PubLc Reco1·d Office 
and other national collections ; a lso 7 deeds of Hig h Laver, Layer de la Haye, 
and Bi1·ch, 1440-1700. (Messrs . Ellison & Co.) . 

Manorial documents of Little Dunmow Prio•·y , 1701-51: a group of several 
orig inal documents 1·ecording the last two legitimate ceremonies at which the 
famous flitch or gammon of bacon was awarded. They were presented to 
Little Dunmow Priory Church in 1924 by the Great Dunmow Flitch Celebra­
tion Committee. These manorial documents are a lmost unique among this 
class of record as preserving \\'ritten evidence of 'jocular tenure. ' (Little 
Dunmow Parochial Church Council). 

Hallingbury Place estate ( Houblon family ) : abstracts of title , marriage 
settlements, and rentals of Great Hallingblll·y, Thremhall Priory, etc. , 1724-
early 19th cent.; also a detailed •·ental of the manor of Great Baddow, 1812 , 
giving corresponding references to the valuable survey, 1617, recorded 
under 1941. (Messrs. Wade & Dav ies) . 

Court rolls, books , and rentals, of the manors of Black Notley with 
Gubbyons, 1687-1929, l\eers in Aytho•·pe Roding, 1829-1927 , and Belhouse 
and Powers in High Easter, 1630-1909. (Messrs. Copland & Sons). 

About 260 deeds from 1555, chiefly of Grays ThuHocl;, mentioning the 
wharf, ferry-house, marl;et , and pound there; a •·eproduction of a map of part 
of Barl<ing, 1653 ; and a Middlesex and Essex Tu m pike Trust Roads map, 
1768. (British Rec01·ds Associa tion). 

West Ham Manor estate (Rawstorne family ) : about 200 deeds, together 
with some valuable manorial papers (but no cou rt •·oils) , 1632-19th ce nt. 
(Mess•·s . \l\lilson , \~l right & \l\lilson, Preston , per Lancashi1·e County Council) . 

Court rolls of the m a nor of Clopton Hall alias South Hall in Great 
Dunmow, 1403-1840 . (Drape•·s' Compan y, London). 

CnLII't .-oils, etc . , of the manor of Chigwell (later ca lled Chigwell and \~lest 
Hatch ), 1595-1901. (Mess•·s. Druces & Attlee , London, E.C. 4) . 

Colll·t .-oils of Hazeleigh, 1633- 1781. (Sir Paul Pechell, per the Essex 
A•·chreologica l Soc iety). 

Court roll of Howsham in JV!atch ing , 1720-4 1. 
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DIOCESAN RECORDS (EssEx TITHE AwARDS AND MAPs).' 

Awat·ds (ot·igi na l apportionments with maps), 1838-46, of 329 parishes, 
made prior to the transfer of Essex from London to Rochester. {Governors 
of Queen An ne ' s Bounty). 

Awards {orig inal apportionments with maps) , 1846-50, of 29 parishes, made 
subsequently to the transfer; and about 2000 altered a pportionments with 
maps , mostly c. 1860-1935. {Chelmsford Diocesan Registrar). 

[The series of original apport ionments is comp le te with the exception of 
37 parishes. The majority of these missing original apportionments with 
their maps should have been in the custody of the Chelmsford Diocesa n 
Registt·ar , but they were damaged so extensively by flood wat e r some years 
ago, together with many of the earlier altet·ed a pportionments , that the 
Diocesan Registrar states that he was obliged to dispose of them]. 

PARISH RECORDS. 

Records of eleven additional pat·is hes, chiefly overseet·s' accounts, books, 
and t·ate books (18th and early 19th centut·ies), a lso vestry minutes , 1679-
1878, of North \ .Yeald Bassett , and abo ut 5000 original overseers ' bills, 
1732-47 , of Hatfleld Bmad Oa k. 

F . G. EMMJSON, 

Essex County A1·chiv-ist. 

1 Trans fe n·ed to the Essex l~eco rd Office by direction of the Master of the Roll s under 
section 6 of th e Tithe Act, 1936. 



IN MEMORIAM. 

THE REV. WILLIA M JAMES PRESSEY, M.A. , F.S.A. 

~ By t he death of the Rev. \ iVillia m J a mes Pressey on 24 Aug ust, 
1943, t he Society has lost one its most valued a nd pro min ent 
me mbers. H e was born 27 October , 1858, a nd was educated a t 
Bl ac khea th Old S choo l. From thence he e ntered his fa th er's 
busin ess in 
Be ing fond 
of J\ilus ic. 

th e City, but business life was not t o be his ca ree r. 
of music he studied as a pupil a t the Royal Academy 
H e a ft en\·ards became a n E xhibitioner of W adh a m 

Coll ege, Oxford, fro m which he took hi s B.A. degree in mode rn 
histo ry in 1884, a nd proceeded M. A. in 1887. From Oxfo rd he 
went to S a lisbury Theo log ical Coll ege, a nd o n his o1·din a ti o n in 
1885 \\·as a ppo inted to a c uracy a t \ i\f ilton , \i'l ilts., a nd late1· t o o ne 
at St. Mary Magda le ne, St. Leona rds- on- Sea . In 1890 he came 
t o E ssex, a s c ura te at F oxearth , a nd after servin g two yea rs in 
th at capacity was instituted recto r, a position he held until .1906. 
vVhile a t F oxearth he rev ived the Choir F est ivals \Yhich had not 
been he ld fo1· ma ny yea rs. This was achieved by wo1·king up 
enthusi asm in th e vario us vill ages a ro und by personal visits and 
e ncourage me nt . A successful F esti,·a l at Castle H edingh a m is 
still remembe red for its outs ta nd ing s uccess. Pressey " ·as a n 
accom plished musici a n a nd composed a nd published seveml H a rvest 
a nthems, " ·hi ch had a wide pop ul a rity. On lea ving Foxea rth he 
was fo r t \\·elve yea rs Yi ca r of Mo ulsham a nd fo 1· a nother te n 
vicar of Marga re tting. Thus, no fe \\·er than thirty-eight yea rs, out 
of the fo rty -three yea rs of his minist erial li fe , were spe nt in the 
county. H e \\'as first a nd foremost a devoted and conscie ntio us 
paris h pri est, but his mind did not run in a na rro\\· eccl esia sti cal 
groove; hi s inte1·ests we re wide a nd va ri ed, a nd th erein lay the 
cha rm of his personality a nd the secret of his influe nce. 

In late r yea1·s the study of a1·chceo logy a bsorbed much of Pressey's 
leisure. H e became a membe1· of the E ssex Archceologica l S oc iet y 
in 191 0, a nd had served on its Co uncil s ince 1916. In 1925 he was 
elected a F ellow of the S oc iety of Antiqua 1·ies. His special subjects, 
o n which he occasion a ll y lectured , we1·e Pre -histo ry (his collecti o n 
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of Flint Implements has been presented to vVorthing Museum); 
the Archidiaconal Records of Essex-of which he was the acl(now-
1edged a uthoritv-earl y Churchwat·dens' Accounts, a nd similat· 
documents; and Church Plate. Th e Diocese of Chelmsford owes 
him a gt·eat debt for a ll that he did in connection \Yith the fine 
book on Th e Church Plate of Essex (1926). H e edited the yolume 
a nd contributed the comprehensive a nd excell e nt Introduction, and 
also, with the help of his yo un ger da ughter, compiled the Ind ex. 
His eo-contributors ac kn o" ·ledge t hat, in view of the obstacles th.at 
had to be ove rcome in its completion a nd production, it is unh l(e ly 
the work wo uld have appea red had it not been for his actiYe and 
sustained e nthusiasm . 

H e did notable service as the first Honora ry S ec retary (192 1-28) 
of the Chelmsford Diocesan AdY iso ry Committee fo r th e Care of 
Churches, and exercised in a marl,ed degree that tact wh ich was so 
necessary at the outset to ensure t he smooth working of the scheme. 
He set the highest standard fot· his successors, for not on ly did he 
visit ch urches when new \\"Ork was in contemplation , but exe rted 
his in fl uence in rega t·d to t he preservation of a ncient features, 
includin g furniture and fittin gs, such as woodwo rk, plate, and 
disused bells. 

T o the Transrrctio11s of the Societ y he cont ributed: 'Some Lost 
Church Pla te of the Essex Archdeaconry' (1918); 'Some Lost 
Church P late of the Colchester Archdeaconry' (1920)'; 'The Decora­
tive Ornamentation of Essex Eli za bethan Communion Cups ' (1922); 
'The P ewter Communion Vessels of Essex Chl11·ches' (1926); ' The 
Records of the Archdeaconries of Essex a nd Colchester' (1927); 
' Visita ti o ns held in the Archdeaconry of E ssex in 1683-86 ' 
( 1929-39) . His last ar ticl e dealt with 'Visita tions held in the 
Archdeaconry of Colchester in 1683' (1942). 

Pri or to the termination of the Company in 1933, he was one of 
the directo rs of the Essex Review, Ltd., a nd contributed numerous 
articles t o the county magazine from 1918 down to 1942. 

On his t·etirement in 1928 he went to live at W orthing, but Essex 
r etain ed the first place in his heart ; a nd he ma inta in ed until t he 
end his active interest in ou r Society. H e edited S ome Early 
E ssex Gra11fs rr11d Charters (cir . 1150 to 1537) in the possess io n 
of th e late Mt·. F. J. Brand, a nd a lso edited a nd private ly printed 
Th e Ch 11 rchwrrrde11s' Acco u 11fs of H e·ybridge . In addition, he 
transcribed a nd edited Tlt e Cllllrclm;ardeus' AcC01t1ifS of vVest 
Tarrt:u g , 1516-7631, and compil ed a n excell ent littl e gu ide to th e 
Church. 



Tra11s . F. soex A .rh. Sec .. vol . ~xiii. to/are f· 37(! . 

TH E REV. WILLI AM JAMES PRESSEY, M.A ., F .S.A. 

Membe1· oj Cou n cil, Essex A-rchceological Soc-iety, 1916- 43. 
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Pt·essey, who for nea rl y fout·teen yea t·s gave generous help to 
West T a rring church as honora ry assista nt priest, was always a n 
indefatigable ·worker (men ta l a nd manua l), and nothing came a miss 
to him in the ' dail y ro und .' Arch reology, music, philately, gard ening, 
a ll came within his grasp . One of the last letters I r ece ived from 
him, a short time before his death, was largely on the cu lture of 
his ga rden. 

The wide scope of his interests and h is \YOrk in connection with 
those interests would impress those who had never met him. T o 
those who kn ew him he will eve r be remembered fot· his attractive 
personality. He was a lways ready to share his wealth of knowledge , 
a nd by his willing helpfuln ess he cemented many friendsh ips. As 
one of his oldest friends I can write this of him : he was c ultured , 
natura l, unass uming, and never grew old in spi t·it . 

Pressey, our Hon. Secretary (the Rev . G. IVlontagu Benton) and 
I wet·e a trinity of fr ie nds. The unity of spirit remains even though 
t he lin k is broken . vVe cheris h a memor y of: 

Calmness and strength, the virtue which mal<es whole 
And heals without a s ign . 

H. W . LEWER . 

I mn much indebted to Miss Pressey for information con­
cerni1lg her father, and I am more than grateful to my friend, 
the Rev. G. JVlolltagu Bento11, for his assistauce in writing this 
brief memoir. 
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Court Rolls of the Borough of Colchester, 
vol. Ill ( 1372-1379). 

4to. 

Translated and Epitomized by lSAAC H ERBERT JEAYES. 

With Introduction by Sir W. GURNEY BEN HAill. F.S.A. 

XX + 204 pp. Colchestet·: Town Council. £3 3s . Od. 

TH E publication of a third instalment of Colchester court rolls is a 
notab le event in these lean years of war. The period covered 
extends from Michaelmas, 1372, to M ichaelmas, 1379, but unfortu­
nately the rolls for three of these years are missing. Great events 
we re brewing a t this time : the strain of the long wasteful war in 
France was being shrewdly felt, and new and t·evolutionary ideas 
were permeati ng the masses; but none of this is indicated in these 
reco rds. National affa irs a re completely disregarded in theit· 
entries; their concerns are of a purely domestic na tu re. 

A large community of mixed race a nd varied interests was living 
in a congested area. This cou ld only be endurable so long as 
there was a rea l sense of citi zensh ip and a determination o n the 
part of each individua l to preserve the amenities of life. Rules had 
to be made and kept; the bad or careless citi zen had t o be puni shed , 
and a ny d ist urbin g element quenched. This was the purpose of the 
courts recorded in this enterta ining series. T hey a re conce rned 
with nuisa nces a nd disorders, with petty quarrels a nd assaul ts, with 
crool•ed deals a nd unneighbourly acts-indeed with a ll the littl e 
troubles one might expect of a medley of ordina t·y folk living in 
each other's pockets. The incidents recorded took place five and a 
ha lf centu ri es ago, but human nature has changed little and many 
of them might have happe ned yesterday. 

Clerical offenders are numerous, but it must be remembered 
that clergy formed a large propot·tion of the popu lation ; many of 
them were poorly paid and had litt le t o employ their time. John, 
rector of Mile End, appears regularly at every court. Though the· 
fact is nowhere ind icated in this volume, he is identical with J ohn 
Arwesmyhth, clerk (p . 185), a nd possi bly with J ohn Arwesmyht 
(p. 108 and elsewhere). He was a t Maldon in 1366, Little B urs tead 
in 1369, a nd came to Mile End at the beginning of 1371. Most 
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intrigu ing of the many cle rgy who figure on these rolls is J o hn Ball , 
chap lain. This individua l must not be confused with John Ball, 
r ector of S t. J ames's ch urch at this time; but it seems likely that 
he is the famous John Ball who figured conspicuousl y in Wat Tyl er's 
insurre'ction. As stated in the introduction , John Ball was St. Mat·y 
priest a t York (nothing to do with St. Ma ry's Abbey, but chapla in 
to a gild o r chantry of St. Mary at York) and afterwat·ds-some 
time in the pe riod covered by these rollS- \\·as a t Colchester. The 
na me is so uncommon ( 1ewcourt o nl y li sts two insta nces during 
four centuri es in the whole of the London diocese) that there can 
hardl y have been three clerics of this name in Colchester at the 
sa me time. 

Sir G urney Benham's competent introduction dra,,·s atte ntio n to 
most of the more interesting items in these roll s, a nd the general 
format, w ith its clear print and promin ent cross-headings, mal,es 
the volume pleasa nt t o read a nd easy to search . J\ilt'. Hull 's com­
prehensive index provides an essenti a l feature. As in the previous 
volumes the notes a re few and seldom very illumin ating. Mr. J eayes, 
who did such a notable work in deciphering and trans la ting these 
rolls, occas io nally left the original Latin phrase, whet·e the meaning 
was doubtful ot· an unusua l wo rd was used. These passages should 
be tra nslated and ex pla in ed for the benefit of the ordina1·y reader. 
This has sometimes been do ne, usua ll y where the mea ning is 
obvious, tho ugh siligo on p. 103 is rye a nd not wheat; but lastagiis 
a nd tribulum (p. 54), decenal'l't pann·i lanuti (p. 61), extra celarium 
(p. 64), and dubbata (p. 104), t o mention on ly a few, demand some 
expla nation . Celariwm is interesting as a side light on the medieva l 
pronunciatio n of Latin ; it is a phonetic varia nt of salarium. 
Circa nonam cloccar(nm) (p. 68) is a very early insta nce of time 
by the clock a nd shows how that exp ress ion arose from the stro kes 
on thebell. 

The editor has drawn a tte ntion, a mongst other things, t o the 
increase of Flemish settlers and the gradual fix ing of surnames. 
It is on ma tters like these that an extensive series of documents. 
such as the Colcheste t· court rolls , can throw rea l li ght. An 
isolated a ncient document may provide valuable materia l, but any 
intensive study requires a long series of evidences ove1· a wide 
period . Colchester is fortun ate in possessing such a series; and 
all students of life in the middle ages wi ll acknowledge the debt 
they owe to the Colchester Town Counci l for placing these docu­
ments at their disposal and rendering accessible so vast a fund of 
interesting matter. J. L. FISHER. 
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Rectors of Two Essex Parishes and their Times. 
By t he Rev. F . W . AUSTEN, M.A. 

Roya l Svo . X + 475 pp . Colchester: Ben ham . 30s. 

THE pat·ishes concerned a re Stock and Ramsden Bellhouse. 
Mr. Austen, who has been rector of t hese united benefices since 
1914, has devoted over 15 years of diligent research to the compil ­
ation of this book, and he is to be congratulated on the immense 
amount of informa tion tha t he has been ab le to collect about t wo 
-obscure rura l com munities. 

That his long line of predecessors had been doing their appointed 
work fot· century after century, inspired in the a uthor a sense of 
contin uity with the past and led him to make theil' lives the basis 
of his study. This novel method of dealing with pa rochia l hi story 
has obvious drawbacks and is responsible for a discursive treatment 
of the subj ect. Nevertheless , the result is an entertaining chronicle, 
full of human interest; and the extensive use made of origina l 
documents adds greatly to its value. There a re 51 illustra ti ons. 

G. iii. B. 

(Owing to printing restrict ions it has been necessary to cnrtail til e notices 
.of n ew books; but the titles of several recent publications will be found in 

the li•t of donations .) 



A PERAMBULATION OF THE 
DUTCH QUARTER OF COLCHESTER, 

THURSDAY, 21 AUGUST, 1941. 

THrs visit to some of the picturesque highways and byways of 
Colchester- ' the Dutch Quarter' must be taken as a figure of 
speech-was favoured with ideal weather and proved most enjoyable. 
The party, wh ich late r· numbered 56, assembled at the Town H a ll 
at noori and proceeded along High Stt·eet under the guidance of 
M r. Duncan vV. Clark, F.R.I.B.A., who called attention to the 
mor·e noteworthy features of the street architecture. A halt was 
made at St. Peter's church, which was described by the President. 
An earlier church is mentioned in the Domesday Survey; the 
present building dates from the fifteenth century and fo rmerly had 
a central tower·, which was taken down in 1758, when the west 
tower was added . Th e south door has remar·kable ironwork of 
c. 1300, ascr ibed to Thomas of Leighton (Buzzard), and there are 
some sixteenth -century brasses, t\Yo of \Yhich retain the ir origi na l 
r·ed enamel. 

Luncheon was afterwards partaken of in th e garden of St. Peter's 
Vicar·age, by kind permission of the Rev. Ed\\·a rd H. Shaw, M.B.E., 
fo llowed by a meeting, at whic h Sir Gurney Benham, F.S.A., gave 
a talk on 'The Dutch Settlers in Colchester'. 

The speal;er t·emarked tha t he happened to be descended from th e ch ief 
fam il y of all the Dutch settlet·s in Colchester- the T ayspills . The principal 
Dutch settlement was in the time of Eli zabeth and comprised Pt·otestant 
refugees ft·om the Low Countries, then under the dominat ion of Spain. Th ey 
came to En g la nd because intolerance in the Low Countries had ma de li fe 
intole rable. They did not com e to Colcheste r in a body, but drifted over in 
small instalments , a famil y or two at a time . Th ey came OYer from about 
the year 1565 to 1600, and later , but chiefly between 1565 and 1573. [n 1573, 
the Council made a list of them , and their places of abode . There wet·e then 
about 500 of them , and 55 wet·e in St. J\'1ary·s parish , 176 in St . Peter's, 25 in 
Holy Trinity, 81 in St. J a mes', 25 in All Saints ', 41 in St. Mat·t in 's , 78 in 
St. Botolph ' s . It would be seen that they were not herded togethet·, but 
wet·e distributed throughout the town, north, east, south, and west . They 
rep t·esented 26 tra des , but were mostly weavet·s, fullers, or dyers , ot· be longed 
to trades assoc ia ted with clothing a nd cloth-mal;ing . This probab ly accounted 
fat· th e inclu s ion of two ' neecll e- mal;ers '. 

They were not cal led 'fot·eigne rs ', but were !mown as ' Dutch strangers' , 
a very different thing. All persons in Colchester then, and even up to the 
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nineteenth ce ntury, wer e regarded as 'foreigners' if they were not ft·ee 
burgesses. 

Th e real reason w hy th ey were attl·act ed to Colchest et· was probably that 
for centLu·i es there had been commercial relations between the Netherlands 
a nd th is part of Essex, w hich was easy of access . They were att racted 
because Essex p.-oduced wool , w hich they wanted for their weaving . They 
b•·ought in excha nge their lesser com mod ities . It was a ver y a nc ien t c ustom 
at t h e annual state open ing of the Colchester Oyster Fishery to partake of gin 
a nd g ingerb read . Th e Dutch specialised in gin a nd g ingerbread, supply in g 
both in exceptionally good qu a lity . These products were a favout·ite fo rm of 
merchandise w ith them , and he had no doubt that thi s t raffic accou nted fo•· 
the gin and g in gerbread ceremony on Col ne water . 

Another att raction was t hat there ha d a lways been a so•·t of Dutch settle­
ment in Colc hester. Even in the fou•·teenth century there were scores of 
Flemis h settle t·s in the town. They ha d not come over on acco un t of t heir 
t·eligio n . They were not particu larly pious . In fact , the •·ea son that we 
know t hei r names and thei r nu m ber was that they were constantly in the 
Colcheste•· courts, cha rged w ith assau lti ng each ot her o r committing other 
n1isde1neanou r s. 

\Vhen t he Dutch settlers came over in the time of E li zabeth they found at 
least 50 of their fe llow countrymen in t he town , some of whom ha d been 
resident in Colchester for many years, and had become free men a nd had 
acquired wea lth . 

On the w hole the Dutch stra ngers, who settled in Colch ester by Roya l 
permission, had a friendly recept ion by the a uthor iti es of the town, though 
a n unf t·ie ndly recept ion from some of t he individua l traders, especiall y the 
dyers, w ho objected to t heir competit ion a nd t.· ied to oust t hem. They 
brought g reat p.-ospet·ity to Colchester, and the ir Dutch Bay Hall, which 
s tood w he t·e the Essex a nd Suffolk In s ura nce Society built its offices soon 
after 1800, became a very im porta nt institution, •·ecognized by a special Act 
of Pa rli a m ent in 1660. 

Subseque ntly, Mr. Duncan Clark spoke of the gra ining on the 
fmnts of t he eighteenth-century galleries in St. Peter's chu1·c h, 
·which he cons idered was contemporary, a nd pl eaded for its preser­
vat ion. H e a lso gave a brief acco un t of the main cha racteristics 
of the old ho uses in Colchester. Th e Hon. Secretary th en described 
the 1·ecently discovered pa lim psest reve rses of the Marnay brass a t 
Littl e Hot·kes ley (see pp. 120 ff. ) of 11·h ich he exh ibited a rubbin g. 
Three new members were e lect ed. 

On resu ming the walk, 60 No rth Hill , rebuilt , except for th e 
seventeenth-century back wing, c. 1750, was viewed; the wa ll­
painting, c. 1580, and fifteenth-centur y 11·indow at no. 14 (see pp. 
10 ff), the pa inted wa ll-inscr iptions, c. 1500, a t no. 18, and the 
e la borate, ea rl y sixteenth-century ca rving in t he Marquis of Granby 
Inn, were a lso inspected; unfortunately, a t·emat·ka ble seventeenth­
century window, with ca1'ved bracl;ets, at no. 47, opposite, w hic h 
the H on. Secretary sa id he had seen fo r the first time a few d ays 
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before, and which is not recorded by the R.C.H .M., was inaccessible. 
Continuing down the hill to Nunn's Road and the nce to E ast and 
W est Stockwell Streets, "·here several old buildings were noticed­
notably the late fifteenth- century house opposite th e Public Library, 
said to have formed part of the Angel Inn- members a rrived at 
St. Martin's church, which was described by the Rev. Montagu 

Benton, F.S.A. 

Thi s church, h e said, is of distinct architectura l and ecclesiological in terest. 
Th e former nave was built c . 1100, a nd had a na rrow ais le, the Ro ma n brick 
quoins to the north-west angle of which may be seen embedded in th e wall of 
its successot·. The south-east a ngl e of the nave h as sim il ar quo ins of the 
sa me period. Th e rui ned west tower, added c . 1180, has pilaster buttresses, 
also with qu o in s of Roman bt·iclc Completely rem odelled in t he fourteenth 
cen tury, the buildin g and its fittings illust1·ate certain aspects of m ed ieval 
ceremonia l wh ich were dealt with in some deta il. 

Th e chancel a1·ch was rebuilt c . 1450 and no doubt marl<s the pet·iod when 
a new and lofty sc reen, carrying a rood.loft, was insta ll ed . A sta ircase to 
the loft , or gallct·y, was a lso constructed at the cast end of the so uth a rcade, 
the lower and uppet· doorways of which arc in eY id ence. The primat·y 
purpose of t h e ,-ood- loft was' to provide faci liti es for the mus ica l rendering of 
ch urch services', and it accommodated the singers and a small organ or other 
musical instruments; but it was also a conYcnient place from which to reach 
the Great Rood fo r its ,·e iling in Le nt , and fot· setting up a nd attending to the 
lamps and cand les connected with t he ,·ood . 

There is a n excellent example of a squint on the north side of the cha ncel 
a rch. Thi s aperture enabled people entering the nort h door to see at o nce 
the priest saying lllass at the high a ltar. Popular devotion in the later 
middl e ages attached the g reatest im pot·ta nce to view ing the elevation of the 
S ac ra m ent . Many parishioners, hm· in g w itn essed this centra l act, made no 
attempt to follow t he rest of the service a nd wou ld leave th e chut·ch; 
disorderly scrambli ng was not unlolo\\· n , a nd cries might eYen be heard 
urging the celebrant to elevate at a greater height . One cou ld pic tLn·e the 
gmup of rat her noisy Colchester foil<, who, some ~50 years ago, mu st have 
gathered Sunday by Sund ay aro und the doorway of thi s church to await the 
mom e nt fo r peepin g t h ro ug h the sq uint at the uplifted H ost . 

Th e arched tntss fo rmin g a n open scree n in the middle of the c ha nce l is a 
stril;ing a nd very unusual feature. It has traceried s pandrels , and a boss at 
th e apex cat·ved with a face a nd foliage . At t he sp t·in g in g leve l are the 
sawn-off ends of a moulded cross-beam . lt has been co njectured . with some 
degree of pt·obability, that this a t·c h sen·ed as a sc reen ft·om w hich to ha ng 
the veil o r curta in which was drawn across t he cha ncel, between the sta lls 
a nd th e a lta t·, d uring Lent. T he Lenten Yeil , as it is comm onl y called , was 
in genera l use throughout Eng land , At·chbishop \ \'inchelsea, in 1305, having 
m ade it obliga tory in th e Southern ProYince. lt re mai ned in position from 
the first Sunday in Lent {being raised for t he reading of the Gospe l a nd again 
la t e r in the sen· ice) until \\' ednesday in Holy \\'eek, when, at the words of 
the Gospel 'the veil of the temple was rent in t wain', it was taken down. 
]n the north wall of the chancel of Stebbing church there is a projecting 
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wood block with slot, fo•· the pulley which regula ted the suspension cord of 
the Lenten ve il. 

A recess , w ith trefoiled and sub-cusped ogee head , of fourteenth-century 
date , in the north wall of the chancel , may possibly be fol' an Eastet• 
Sepulchre. This was ce•·ta inly the usual position for the Easter Sepulchre, 
and a lthough they were often temporary s tructures of wood, a permanent 
structural recess was not infrequently provided for the purpose. A ct•ucifix 
and a pyx containing the Host wue deposited in these receptacles on Good 
Friday and were continually watched with much devotion until Easter 
morning , w hen they were taken out and can·ied back with du e solemnity to 
the high a ltar. 

The medieval alta•·-slab was discovered in 1894 a nd now forms the 1nensa 
of the present high a ltar. It had been restored to its ot·iginal use when the 
speaker first saw it in I907. It measures 6 feet 7l inches in length (about 
8 inches less than ha lf the w id th of the chancel) and 2 feet Si inches in breadth, 
and is marl<ed wit h th e usual five consecration crosses; the und er-edge is 
chamfered . Very few medieval altat·s remai n stand ing in English chw·ches, 
but hundt·eds of their s la bs have survived , though on ly about a dozen exist in 
Essex. Altars th emselves were severe ly plain, their slabs being generally 
supported by a rectan gular block of masont·y, though, of course , except when 
stripped ba•·e on Good Friday, they were h idden by rich hangings. Relics were 
undoubtedly enc losed in English a ltars : the practice, however , seems to have 
been the exception •·ather than the rule, for a rubric in a fourteenth-century 
English pontifical states that it seldom took place in those times owing to the 
scarceness of ancient reli cs . A lead capsule conta ining relics was discovered 
at Roche abbey c. 1886, a nd these a r e the on ly r e li cs that have been found in 
a n English altar. 

On leav ing the church the party dispersed, members being obliged 
to make their own arrangements for tea . 



ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE 
ESSEX 
AT THE 

ARCHJEOLOGICAL SOCIETY, 
TOWN HALL, COLCHESTER, 

ON WEDNESDAY, 3 SEPTEMBER, 1941. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. 

The Mayor of Colchester (Alderman P. A. S anders, O.B.E.) 
welcomed the members, and in his address said the Society was of 
real nation a l impot·tance now, because it ,,·as in the position of 
being able to keep records. One bomb might demolish what had 
taken years to build, and some of their grea test treasures had been 
destroyed in the matter of minutes. It was only records such as 
the Society possessed, which would enable them to repair oe rebuild 
historic monuments that had sustained damage. Posterity, he 
added, wou ld owe a geeat debt of geat itude to th e Society for its 
work in this direction. 

The H on. S ecretary presented the Annual Repot·t, and on his. 
motion, seconded by Rev. A. E. Howe, it \Yas taken as read and 
adopted. 

The Hon. Treasueer peesented the Annual Statement of Accounts. 
wh ich \Yas a pproved and adopted on the motion of the Hon. Secre­
tary, seconded by Sir Gurney Benham. 

Mr. Wykeham Chancel lor, M.A., F.R.I.B.A. , was re -elected Presi­
dent foe the ensuing yea r, on th e motion of Canon G. H. Renda ll , 
seconded by Mr. D. 'vV. Clark. Mr. Chancello r, having resumed 
the Chair, t·eturned thanl<s to the meeting. 

The Vice-Presidents and Council were t·e -elected en bloc . 

The Rev. G. Montagu Benton, M.A., F.S.A. (Hon. Secretary and 
Editor), Canon G. H. Rendall, B.D., Litt.D., LL.D., and Mr. 
E. P. Dickin, M.D., F.S.A., were re- elected as the Society's re pre­
sentatives on the Museum and Muniment Committee of the 
Colchester T own Council, on the motion of Sir Gurney Benham 
(Chairman of the Museum Committee), seconded by Mr. Marshal! 
Sisson; i\tlt-. Duncan 'vV. Clark, F.R.I.B. A., F.S.J., was also 
appo inted a t·epresentative in place of the late Mr. P. G. Lave t·. 

BB 
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Sir Gurney ·Benham referred to the great loss the Committee 
had susta ined by the death of lVlr. L aver, who, since 1927, had 
r endered invalua ble service as de puty cha irman. 

One new member was elected. 

A recommendation by the Council that 'the whole ca re of the 
Society's Libra ry shall be in the hands of a S elect Committee 
a ppointed by the Council ' was una nimously a pproved, on th e 
motion of the H on. Secreta ry, seconded by Mr. D. W . Clark. 

A cordia l vote of t hanks was accorded the Mayo r and Corporation 
for t he use of the Grand Jury Room, on the motion of the President. 

In the afternoon, the Mayor, and members of the S ociety a nd of 
the Museum Committee, assembled at the Castle to witness the 
unveiling, by S ir Gurney Benham, of a memoria l t a blet, bearing 
the fo llowing inscri ption : 

T HI S TAB L E T I S P L ACED H E R E T O H ON O UR 

THE MEi\IO RY OF HENRY LAYER , F. S . A. , 1829- 19 17 

& OF HI S SON, P HI L IP G UYO N L AYER , F . S .A. , 1866 

- 194 1, W H O FOR MANY YEARS WERE ACTI VE LY 

I NTERESTE D IN THI S MU S E UM & W HOS E GENEROUS 

G I FTS GREAT LY ENRIC H ED ITS CO LLECTIO NS . 

ERECTE D IN GRA T EFUL .IHEMORY AND APPRECI-A T IO .V OF 

THEIR S E RVI CES BY T H E COLCHESTER TOWN CO UNC I L , 

ON TH E SUGGESTIO N OF 1'H E MUSE UM COMM I TT E E . 



REPORT FOR 1940. 

THE Council has pleasure in presenting its eigh ty-eighth Annual 
Report. 

During the year the Society has lost 87 members by death and 
res ignation; 5 new members have been added to its roll. 

The total membership, which on 31 December, 1939, was 704, 
o n 31 December, 1940, was as foll ows :-

Annua l members 
Life members 
Honorary members 

531 
87 

4 

622 

As was to be expected, the number of resigna tions has been 
unusually large; but it is hoped that several of those due to war 
conditions may be on ly temporary. Although the activiti es of the 
Society are necessaril y curtailed, and excursions have had to be 
postponed, considerable expenditure is still being incurred in 
connection with publications and th e Library. The Council, there­
fore, appreciates the loyalty shown by members in continuing their 
support in th ese difficult days . 

The losses by death include the Rev. W. Beale Vlhite, M.A., a 
membet· of long standing, and a regular attendant at the Society's 
Excursions; and Mr. J. 'vV. Burrows, F.S.A., the author of several 
Essex regimental histories and va rious local publications, who, 
a lthough he did not take an active part in the affairs of the Society, 
which he joined in 1903, did most useful work for the Southend-on­
Sea Antiquaria n Society, of which he was President and one of 
the founders. 

The Council recommends th e re-election of Mr. Wykeham 
Chancellor, M.A., F.R.I.B.A., as President for the ensuing year; 
and the t·e-election of the Vice· Pt·esidents and of th e Council. 

During the yea r the Index to Vo l. XXII of Transactions was 
issued. Part I of Vol. XXI II of T1·mtsactions, the equiva lent of a 
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double part f01· the years 1939 and 1940, has made considerable 
progress and will be circulated to members as soon as possible. 
Part I of Vol. IV of F eet of Fines has been in type for som e time, 
but its pub lication is contingent on the original documents being 
available for collation. 

No Excursions or Winter Meetings were held in 1940. 

The Annual General Meeting was held at Colchester on 
20 November. 

Arrangements are being made for a whole-day visit to Colchester 
on Thursday, 21 August. 

LibraTy . Several gifts of books, pamphlets, and documents, 
have been received, and the Council desires to exp ress its thanks 
to the donors. 

Various members who have vis ited the Library for the first time 
have been surprised at its extent, a nd it is hoped that many more 
will learn to value and make use of it. Members living at a distance 
are reminded that books, with cet·tain exceptions, may be bon·owed 
by post. 

Photographic R ecords of Churches. The Central Council for 
the Care of Churches is endeavouring to obtain a complete photo­
graphic record of every church in the country; and the risk of 
damage by enemy action has made it ut·gently necessary to 
accelerate the work. The help of the Society is therefore sought in 
securing photographs of Essex churches. Further information will 
gladly be sent to members IYho are will ing to assist in the scheme, 
and they are invited to send a post-card to the Hon. Secretary 
suggesting the churches they are ab le to record. This is necessary 
to avoid overlapping. The Board of Trade a llows a specia l re lease 
of photographic material through the Centt·al Council for the Care 
of Chut·ches fot· the use of those who are directly aiding this work. 

FINANCE REPORT, 1940. 

The Treasurer reports that:-

The a mount of members' subscriptions during the past year, 
including a n·ears £9 19s. 6d. and , in adva nce, £3 13s. 6d., was 
£227 15s. 5d., as compared with £296 2s. Od. in 1939, a decrease 
of £68 6s. 7d. 

One member has compounded hi s subscription dUl·ing 1940. 
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Sales of Publications a moun ted to £4 Ss. Od., as compat·ed with 
£8 9s . Od. in 1939. 

During 1940 the Index to Vol. XXII of the Trausactions was 
issued at a tota l cost, excl uding postage, of £ 65, and £ 150 \\·as pa id 
o n account of the cost of the next part of T rausactious . 

At 31 Decembet·, 1940, £2 1 14s. 4d. was due to Mess rs. W iles 
& S on Ltd., a nd £4 8s. Od. was due from them for the sales of 
Publications during 1940. 

There was no expenditure duri ng the year from the Excavation 
Funds. 

·The Library Fund balance a t 31 December, 1940, a mounts to 
£ 143 10s. 2d., of which £51 10s. Od. is represented by an invest­
ment in War Stock 

Other items of expenditure are deta iled in the accounts and ca ll 
for no further explanation . 

Eighty-seven members have now compounded their subscriptions, 
a nd the total amount received from them is £456 15s . Od. The 
unexpended ba lances on the Excavation Funds and H olly Trees 
Excavation Report Fund, a nd the Trust Fund, are the same as 
last year, namely, £ 31 17s. 7d., £20 9s . Od., and £ 15 3s . 6d., 
respectively. To meet these liabilities the Counci l has investments 
valued on 31 December, 1940, at £620 7s. 2d ., and cash a t Bank, 
etc., amounting at that date to £366 4s . 2d . The surplus in favour 
of the Society is, therefo re, £441 6s. 5d., as compared with 
£472 Os. Id. on 31 December, 1939. 
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ACCOUNT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS 
1939 . IDr. £ d . £ d. £ s. d. s. s. 

To Subscriptions-

8 8 0 Arrea rs ... 9 19 6 

282 9 0 Fot· the yea r 1940 214 2 5 

5 5 0 In advance 3 13 6 
--- - 227 15 5 

10 10 0 Life Compositions 5 5 0 

~ 9 0 , Sale of Publications 4 8 0 

Hit·e of La ntern Slides 3 0 

" 
Dividends on Investments-

4 8 10 3~ % Con version Stock 4 8 10 

4 15 8 India 3 % Stock , less Income Tax 3 15 10 

3 15 0 3~ % War Stock 3 15 0 

6 1 10 London County Consolidated 

4~ % Stock , less Income Tax ... 4 16 8 

Colchester 8Ltilding Socie ty-

3 10 0 Shat·es 3 10 0 

10 0 De posit 1 10 0 
---- 21 16 4 

40 15 8 Excut·sion Receipts 

2 0 6 Essex Archa::o logical T r ust Fund ... 
---- - - --

381 18 6 259 7 9 

558 11 2 , , Balance from previous year 430 17 0 

£940 9 8 £690 4 9 
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FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER, 1940. 
1939 . err. £ d. £ d. £ s. d. s. s. 

By Colc hester Co rpo ration-
60 0 0 Curator's Sa la ry, £30; Rent, 

H o lly T t·ees, £30 . .. 60 0 0 

3{ 

, Print in g Index to Transactions, 

260 4 vo l. XX fl . .. 65 0 0 

, Setti ng Type , etc . , for Transactions ISO 0 0 

B loc ks 10 17 3 

21 15 0 , Postage of I ndex to Transactions 6 19 7 
---- 232 16 10 

9 16 6 , Sta tione ry ... 9 0 4 

2 6 , Adver t isi ng ... 2 6 

21 12 8 , Secretarial Expenses a nd Postages 9 12 7 

10 0 , Subsct·iption - Arc lu eo log ical Con-
g ress 10 0 

27 7 9 , Excursio n Expenses (exclud ing 
Printin g a nd Postages) 

11 0 6 , Prin t in g and Address ing of Membet·s ' 
Ci1·cu lars . 17 6 

11 6 0 , Purchase of Bool<s for Library 1 0 

12 0 , Fire Insurance 12 0 

17 13 6 , Bind ing Books 18 2 0 

2 9 0 , Photogra phs I 5 6 

5 5 0 Audit Fee ... 5 5 0 

25 0 0 Libt·a ry Endowm e nt Fund 

7 10 0 J'vl useum Repor ts 

26 8 0 , Expenses in respect of Boa rd of 
Trad e Enquiry 

Specia l Votes of T ha nks {two copies) 8 
---- ----

509 12 8 34 1 6 11 
Bala nce-

298 9 10 At Bank on Curre n t Accou nt 211 7 11 

Colcheste•· Building Society-
50 0 0 On Depos it Account 50 0 0 

100 0 0 O n Shares Account 100 0 0 

I n Sect·eta ry's ha nds 2 3 9 

1 11 6 In Treasu rer's han ds 2 12 6 
- - -- ----

366 4 2 
IS 9 L ess Amount du e to Secreta •·y ... 

18 5 7 L ess Amount cl ue to \Viles & Son 
Ltd. 17 6 -! 

---- 348 17 10 
- - - - -

£940 9 8 £690 4 9 
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19:19. 

£ s. d. 

104 3 5 
? -_ ;) 0 0 

2 6 6 

2 2 0 

17 6 

£134 9 5 

1939. 

£ s. d. 

456 15 0 

5 5 0 

19 4 4 

29 4 7 

2 7 0 

6 0 

20 9 0 

15 3 6 

134 10 2 

472 0 

£1,155 4 8 

BALANCE SHEET. 

LIBRARY 

IDr. 
£ s. d. £ s. d. 

T o Ba lance from previous yea•· 87 15 2 

Grant from General Account 

Dona tio ns ... 8 0 

In terest-

Colchester Building S ociet y 2 2 0 

V\lar Stock 15 0 

---- 3 17 0 

-----
£92 0 2 

BALANCE SHEET, 

Liabil ities . 

To Life Compositions-

87 Membe•·s at £ 5 5s . Od. 

Subscri ptions paid in advance 

, Sundt·y Creditors 

, Specia l Funds-

Morant Club Excavation Fund ... 

Rivenhall Excavation Fund 

Witham Excavation Fund 

Holl y Tt·ees E xcava tion Repot·t 

Fund ... 

Essex Archa:ological Trust Fund 

Librat·y Endowment Fund 

Accu mulati on Fund-

Slll·plus of Assets in favour of the 

S ociety, s ubj ect to paym ent of 

outsta ndin g accounts 

£ s . d. £ s. d. 

456 15 0 

3 13 6 

17 6 4 

29 4 7 

2 7 0 

6 0 

20 9 0 

15 3 6 

143 10 2 

--- - 211 0 3 

441 6 5 

£ 1,130 6 

I have examined t he above Account and Balance Sheet wi th the 

c ertify them t o be con·ect and in accorda nce therewith. The Investments 

Banl;ers. 
H. 'N. LE\VER , H on . Treas 1.w er . 

74 Marc it, 7947. 
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ENDOWMENT FUND. 

1939. <Ir. 
£ s . d. £ s. d. £ s. d. · 

46 14 3 By Purchase of £ 50 3~ % War Stocl<. .. 

B a lance-

17 15 2 At Bank on Curre nt Account 22 0 2 
70 0 0 On Depos it Account, Colchester 

Building Society ... 70 0 0 

---- 92 0 2 

£134 9 5 £92 0 2 

31 DECEMBER, 1940. 

1939. A ssets. Mm-lwt Value 
£ s . d. 

154 19 0 

196 2 6 

100 6 5 

119 5 3 

46 15 0 

-----
617 8 2 

450 4 

87 15 2 

£1,155 4 8 

By lnvestments-

£219 15s . 5d . Ind ia 3 % Stocl< , 1948 

£186 I 5s . 9d . London County Con­

solidated 4~ % Stocl< , 1 9~5/85 ... 

£107 4s . JOd . War 3~ % Stock 

£126 18s . 6d. Conversion 3~ % Stock , 

1961 

£50 Wa •· 3~ % Stocl< (Libra•·y Fund) 

By Cash at Banl< a nd in ha nd, and in 

Colchester Building Society­

General Fund 

Lib•·ary Endowment Fund 

Cost. 3 1 D ec. , 1940. 

£ s. d . 
192 13 7 

176 17 6 

100 I 9 

100 0 0 

46 14 3 

-----
£616 7 

366 ~ 2 

92 0 2 

£ s . d . 
182 8 2 

196 2 6 

110 9 2 

131 7 4 

5 1 10 0 

-----

671 17 2 

---- 458 4 4 

,. Libra ry, Coll ect ion of Antiquities at Museum , 

and Stocl< of Publi cat ions (not va lued) 

£ 1,130 6 

Treasure r ' s and S ecretary ' s Books, Banl< Pass Books a nd Vouche rs , a nd 

have been ve riHed by reference to the Ba nk of England a nd the S ocie t y ' s 

9Idol Lane, Eas tclz eap , E.C . 3. 
14 March, 1941. 

J . ROBERT AVERY, 

Chartered Accountant . 



ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE 
ESSEX ARCH.JEOLOGICAL SOCIETY, 
AT THE TOWN 
ON WEDNESDAY, 

HALL, COLCHESTER, 
16 SEPTEMBER, 1942. 

THE minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed . 

The Mayor of Colchester (Alderman P . A. Sanders, O.B.E.), 111 

his addt·ess of welcome, said it was pleasing to know that they could 
stil l find time to live with the past, and expressed the thankfulness 
that all must feel that the treasures of Colchester remained intact. 
He also spoke with appreciation of the progress the Society was 
making in the wod{ of obtaining photographic records of Colchester 
churches, and added' we never know when our losses may be worse 
tha n they are to-day' . The Mayor concluded by calling attention 
to the recent portrait of Sir Gurney Benham, F .S.A., High Steward 
of Colchester, which commemorates the completion by Sir Gurney 
of fifty years' continuous membership of the Colchester Borough 
Council. The artist was Mr. M.aurice Codner. 

The Hon . Secretary presented t he Annual Report, and on his 
motion, seconded by Sir Gurney Benham, it was taken as read 
and adopted. 

The Hon. Treasurer presented the Annual Statement of Accounts, 
which ·was approved and adopted on the motion of the Hon. 
Secretary, seconded by Sir Gurney Benham. 

Mr. Wykeham Chancellor, M.A., F.R.l.B.A., was t·e -elected Presi­
dent for the ensuing year, on the motion of Sir Gurney Benham, 
seconded by Mr. L. J. vVickes. Mr. Chancellor, having resumed 
the Chair, returned thanks to the meeting, 

On the motion of Canon D. B. Barclay, seconded by Canon 
J. T. Steele, the Vice-Presidents a nd Council were re-elected 
en bloc, w ith the addition of Sir Ronald Storrs, K.C.M.G., C.B .E., 
LL.D., as a Vice-President, and Mt·. Alfred Hills, M.A., as a 
member of the Council. 

The Society's fout· rept·esentatives (see p. 379) on the Museum 
and Muniment Committee of the Colchester Town Council were 
re-elected, on the motion of Sir Gurney Benham, seconded by 
Mr. F. E. King. 
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Four new members we1·e elected. 

The Pres ident thanl;ed the Mayor and Corpora ti o n for th e use 
of the Grand Jury Room, a nd for permitting membe rs to pa rtake 
of luncheon in the Moot H a ll. 

The Rev. J. H. Hickinbotha m, recto 1· of Aldh a m , reported that 
the grave of the Rev. Philip Morant (d. 1770) in the disused 
churchyard at Aldha m sadl y need ed attention. After som e dis ­
cussion , the President sa id he wo uld ve ry much like the privil ege 
of honouring the memory of their famous Essex hi sto rian by being 
1·esponsible for th e cost of putting the g1·ave in order. His offer 
was gratefull y acce pted. 

E xcuRS ION TO THE HYTHE DISTRICT, CoLCHESTER. 

In the afternoo n 34 members and friends pa id a visit to the 
Hythe distri ct , w here St. Leona rd 's church a nd several old ho uses 
were inspected under the guidance of the rector, Rev. J. Ra m say 
McCallum, M.A. A deta il ed description of th e church, which da tes 
from the fourteenth century, was give n by th e rector, who ca ll ed 
a ttention to the fin e early sixteenth-century hammer-beam roof of 
the nave, a nd t he fifteenth-century font from the destroyed church 
of East Donyland. The chlll·ch plate, including the well-known 
mazer-bowl of 1521-2, was also on view. Th e fo llowing supple­
mentary remad{s were contributed by the Rev . Mon tag u Benton. 

The chancel roof is modern; accord ing to Moran t its predecessor was 
wainscotted, a nd on the boa rds was pa in ted the T ree of Jesse, ot· the Ancestry 
of Christ. Appat·e ntly thi s painting was destroyed in 1815, w h en the wains­
cotting is said to have been 'in a state of it-reparable dilapidation '. Nowa­
days it would have been cat·efully t reated and preserved, a nd its loss is great ly 
to be reg t·etted. The Tt·ee of Jesse, whi ch was introduced into English art 
in the twelfth century, was popular w ith m ed ieval glass-painters; but the 
remat·kable example at St. Helen's church , Abingdon , is the only roof- painti ng 
of the subject existing in this country (see B erkshire J.l ·rch. Jou rn. , vol. 40 , 
pp. 113-45). 

The statement in the Inventory of the R.C.H. !Vl. that the large communion 
cup is ' pt'Dbably of 1624 ' is a n error, s ince t he date m a t'!< (b lacl<- letter a) is 
quite clear, a nd is fo t· the yea t· 1638-9. 

Information gleaned from medieval wi ll s tht·ows a li t tl e fresh light on the_ 
history of the c hurch : in 1464 , John Pollyng, rector , w ho desit·ed to be buried 
in the chancel , bequeathed to the fabric of' le Clerestory ' in St. Leonat·d ' s, 
20 m a l'l<s (P.C.C ., Godyn 7) ; by w ill dated 1486 (proved 1491), Wm . Smyth , 
of t he parish of St. Leonard of t he new hith of Colchestet·, met·chant, was to 
be bu ri ed in the chut·ch , and left to St. Leonat·d ' s gi ld , 20s . , and to the g il ds 
of Our L a dy, St. An ne , a nd St. Helen, 20d. each (P.C.C. , M·illes 40); in 1492, 
J ohn Leveson left to the' new dyghting ' of St. Paul in St. Leonard's chu rch, 
5 m a r ks- Sir Thos. W ill<in son, curate of St. Leonard's, was one of the 
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w itnesses (P.C.C., Dogett 13) ; in 1502, Edmund Hat·manson gave his body 
to be buried in the chapel of St. Peter in St . Leon a rd 's church, by the va ult 
o f hi s first wife , a nd bequeath ed to the chant ry of St. Leonat·d , hi s tenement, 
Sir John Day, chantry priest, being one of the supervisors (P.C.C. , Blamyr 8) ; 
in 1506 (will pmved 1511) , Margaret Aleyn, widow , made provis ion for her 
buri a l in the a isle o f St. Leonard's chLII"Ch , 'evenright w here as I was wont 
there to kn eel ' (P.C .C., Fetiplace 3). 

On leaving the church, the party ·walked down to the Quay, 
stopping at various old houses on the way. Mr. H ervey Benham 
had previously given an address on ' The Port of Colchester' at the 
Town H a ll, and on a rri ving a t the river-side, the sight of the 
Colchester barge, Beaumont Belle, led to a furth er talk. In his 
.combined remarks, Mr. Benham briefly traced the maritime history 
of the Ri ver Colne from the days of the 250 ton Roman grain ship 
reconstructed by Mr. H. W. Poulter a t the Colchester a nd Essex 
Museum to the present sailing barges. 

The s ma ll , double-ended vesse ls of th e Saxons , he said , were followed in 
th e th irteenth century by s hips w ith decks, two masts, and •·udders, ft·om 
w hich the evolution of t he s ple ndid sa iling vessels of la ter centuries was only 
a matte r of t im e . 

Cargoes a nd Essex ships' names of t he sixteenth century were mentioned. 
At this tim e one o f th e most populat· names in Essex was, in t he speaker ' s 
opinion, among the most beautiful ever g iven to a ship-the Mat·y Fortune. 
H e contrasted this w ith such na mes as Aridity, Ass iduity, a nd Angu larity, 
borne by modern s hips tt·ading to the Hythe, but said the sai ling barges 
maintained the old tradition of fine na mes with Golden Fleece, Centaut·, 
Lady Helen, Leofleda, Varuna, a nd others, 

H enry VIII in spected both Colne and Ha rwich , a nd of the two preferred 
the Colne . 

The seventeenth century was the tim e of the plague of Flemi sh pirates, the 
Dunkirl<ers , w ho lay off Colne mouth in 1629 for two months, a lthough 
masters and crews of Colchester vesse ls had provided a levy of 5 per cent of 
the ir wages fo r t he provisio n of convoys . 

Smugglin g a nd s hip bui lding we t·e other subjects dea lt w it h , bringing the 
t a lk to th e coming of the sailing ba rge a bout 100 years ago. H er efficiency 
soon put a n end to the o ld clumsy, bluff-bowed vessels of th e hay type, w hi c h 
had lasted ft·om El izabetha n times , w hen they developed out of th e crayer. 

To-day the sai lin g barge was the sole r emai ning survivor o f Bt·it ish trading 
vesse ls wo rk ing under sa il , and Essex s hould take a n interest and pride in 
the t ype, w hi ch was shat·ed by this county with Ken t a nd Su ffo lk (see Frank 
G. G. Carr, Sailing Ba1·ges , 1931). 

A hea rty vote of thanks having been accorded t o the speakers, 
the party dispersed about 4.30 p.m. 
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T HE Co uncil has pleasure 10 presentin g its eighty-ninth Annual 
Re port . 

During the yea r the S ociet y has lost 61 members by death and 
resigna ti on; 9 new members have been added to its roll. 

T he tot a l membersh ip, which on 31 December, 1940, was 622, 
on 31 Decembet·, 1941, was as follows:-

Annua l members 
Life members 
H onora ry members 

480 
86 

4 

570 

The membership aga in shows a regretta ble dect·ease, but the 
decline is chi efl y due t o the sma ll number of new members elected , 
and not to excessive resigna tions . Although war condit io ns con­
sidera b ly restrict th e acti viti es of the Socie t y, fin a ncia l lia bilities 
ha\re stil l t o be met; the prompt pay ment of s ubscriptio ns, the refore, 
a nd the intm duction of new members will be especia ll y a pprecia t ed 
by t he Council a t th e preser.t time. C01·respondence s hows littl e 
fa lli ng off, a nd the va ri ous enquiri es received a re a welco me s ign of 
sust a ined interest. 

The losses by death include Mr. P. G . L aver , F.S.A., H o n. 
Libra ri a n a nd a fo rmer P resident, who will be grat efull y reme mbered 
for hi s di stingui shed services to the S ocie ty ; a nd the Right H on . 
H enry N ev ill e, seventh Baro n Bt·aybrool{e, who ha (.! been a me mber 
a nd a Vice-Pres ident since 1905. 

Th e Co un cil recomme nds the re -electio n of l\ lr. \iVyke ha m 
Cha nce ll or , 1\'l .A., F.R.I. B.A., as P reside nt fo r the ens uin g yea r; 
a lso the re -e lecti on of t he Vice-Presidents, with the additio n of 
Sir Ro na ld S torrs, K.C. M.G ., C.B. E. , LL.D ., and of t he Counc il , 
w ith the addit ion of Mr. Alfred Hills , M.A. 
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No publicatio ns were issued dunng the year; but a s ubstantial 
part of T ransactions is in a n advanced stage of prepa ratio n. 

An excursion to Colchest er was held on 21 August, a nd proved 
a distinct success. It is hoped that it may be possible to a rrange a 
s imila r excursio n in 1942. 

The Annual General Meeting was he ld at Colchester o n 
3 S eptember. 

L ibrary . The Museum Committee has taken precauti ona ry 
meas ures with rega rd to the protection of Holly Trees a nd its 
contents, a nd t wo fixe-watchet·s have been continuousl y employed foe 
night duty. This has necessita ted t he placing of a camp-bedstead , 
etc ., in the Society's Libra ry, a nd the blackin g-out of the windows; 
but these drawbacks have not prevented students from work ing in 
the room. Visits have a lso been paid by members and others for 
the purpose of consu lting the man uscripts, wh ich are t emporarily 
stored in the strong room. 

Insu rance of the Library under the vVar Damage Act has been 
d ea lt with as adeq ua tely as the S ociet y's finances peemi t . 

The Library Endowment Fund now stands at £288 li s . 6d., 
and includes a legacy of £ 100 bequeathed by the late Mr. P. G . 
Laver. 

Libraey administration has been seriously affected by th e death 
of the H o n. Libra ri a n. Although the work is exacting a nd calls 
for susta ined effo rt, its interest is such as to warrant the hope th at 
a su itable successo r will eventua ll y be fou nd. Th e Council wil l 
welcome suggest ions. Th e H on. S ec t·etary (Rev. G . Nl ontagu 
Bento n, F.S.A.) has agreed to con tinue to act as Libra t·ian in th e 
meantim e. 

Photographic Records of Ch11 rches . Notwithstanding the diffi­
cu lties, some res ponse has been made by membet·s (Rev. J. F. 
vVilli a ms, F .S .A., Messrs . G. H . Brunwin, \V. D. Clark, a nd J ack 
Dursto n) a nd others to the appea l made by the Central Council 
fo r the Care of Churches for photographs of Essex churches. 
A ltogethet· 259 photographs of twenty-e ight churches, comprising 
125 exterior and 134 in teriot· views, have been fo rwa rd ed to the 
Council, as well as several photographs of detai ls; valuab le sets of 
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negatives of the churches of Aveley a nd St. Osyth h ave a lso been 
presented to the S ociety by Mr. Aubrey Goodes a nd the Rev. J. H. 
Mitchell , M.A., from which prints can be taken . Members who 
possess old photographs which they are wi lling to contribute a re 
asked to communicate with the H on. Secretary. 

Permits for th e purchase of photographic materia ls for this 
s urvey can be obta ined from Dr. F. C. Eeles. 

Dictiona1'y of British Arms. Th e Society of Antiqua1·ies is 
preparing a new ed ition of Papworth's Ord£nary of A ·rms a nd 
invites those of our members who are in terested in the subj ect t o 
ass ist in drawing up sched ul es of heraldic material relating to 
Essex. F or further information reference should be made to 
The Antiquaries Jou:rnal of October, 1941, where the scheme wi ll 
be found set forth in detai l by Mr. An thony R. Wagner, F .S.A. 

FI NANCE REPORT, 1941 . 

Th e Treasurer reports t hat:-

The a mount of members' subscriptions d uring the past year, 
including arrears £24 3s . Od. a nd , in advance, £3 13s . 6d., was 
£237 5s. 5d., as compared with £227 15s. 5d. in 1940, an in uease 
of £9 10s . Od. 

Sales of Publications amou nted to £4 Ss . Od., the same as 111 

1940. 

Th ere ha ve been no issues of the Transactions or othe r publi­
cations d uring th e yea r. 

At 31 Decembe1·, 1941, £42 10s. 9d. was due to Messrs . vVi les 
& S on Ltd., a nd £4 Ss. Od. was due from them for the sales of 
Publications during 1941. 

There was no expenditure during t he year fro m the Excavation 
F unds. 

The total a mo un t st a ndin g to the credit of the L ibra ry F und at 
31 Decembe1·, 194 1, is £288 li s. 6d., of whi ch £ 195 is 1·epresented 
by in vestments in 3t % W a 1· Stoc k, £95, an d SaYi ngs Bon ds, £100 . 
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Other items of expenditure are deta iled in the accoun ts and call 
for no furth et· ex planation . 

Eighty-six members have now compounded their subscriptions, 
and the total amount received from them is £451 1 Os. Od. The 
unexpended bala nces on the Excavation Funds a nd H oll y Trees 
Excavation Report Fund, and the Trust Fund, are the same as last 
year, namely, £3 1 17s. 7d. , £ 20 9s. Od., and £ 15 3s. 6d. respectively. 
To meet these liabilities the Council has investments val ued on 
3 1 December, 1941 , at £584 14s . li d., and cash at Bank, etc., 
amou nting at that date to £474 14s. Id. The surplus in favour of 
the S ociety is, therefore, £497 Os . 8d. , as compat·ed with £441 6s . 5d. 
on 31 December, 1940. 

Lack of space has made it necessa·ry to 0111 it the A ccounts and Balrmce 
Sheet for 1941 . The items of expenditure fo ·r that y ear , howeve1·, are shown 
in the Accounts for 1942 (pp. 400-3). 



ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE 
ESSEX ARCH.lEOLOGICAL SOCIETY, 
AT THE TOWN HALL, 

ON WEDNESDAY, 
COLCHESTER, 

r8 AUGUST, 1943. 

THE minutes of the previous meeting were read and con firm ed. 

In the unavoidable absence of the Mayor (Alderman P.A. Sanders, 
O.B.E. , D .L.), membet·s of the Society received a cordial welcome 
to Colchester, ' its birthplace and ancestra l home', by the High 
Steward (Alderma n Sir Gurney Benham, F.S.A.). 

The Hon. Secretary presented the Annual Report, and on his 
motion, seconded by Sir Gurney Ben ham , it was taken as read and 
adopted. 

The Hon . Treasurer presented the Annual Statement of Accounts, 
which \\'as approved and adopted on the motion of the Hon. 
Secreta ry, seconded by Mr. Duncan Clark. 

Mr. vVykeham Chancellor, l'vl.A., F. R.l. B.A., was re- elected 
President for the ensuing year, on the moti on of Canon T. H. 
Curling, seconded by Mr. J. L. Beaumont. Mr. Cha ncellor, having 
resumed the Cha ir, expressed appreciation of the honour accorded 
him by being elected to the Pres idency for the sixth consecutive 
year. 

On the motion of Mr. Duncan Clark, seconded by the Rev. 
A. E. H owe, the Vice-Presidents a nd Council were re -elected 
en bloc. 

Mr. Gerald 0. Riclnvord was elected as a representative of the 
Society on the Museum and Muniment Committee of the Colchester 
Town Council, in place of Dr. E. P . Dickin , F.S.A., resigned, and 
the three remaining representatives "·ere re-elected, on the motion 
of the President, seconded by the Rev. J. H. Hickinbotham. 

Five new members we re elected. 

On the motion of the President, seconded by Miss V. E. Oates, 
a hearty vote of thanks was accorded the Mayor and Corporation 
for the use of the Grand Jury Room and the Moot H all. 

Cc 
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The H on. Secreta ry announced that Mr. H. W . Lewer , F.S.A., 
h ad ha nded him a glass case conta ining a late Tudor s ilver spoon 
and a Cha rles I! Apostle spoon (see p. 351 ), which he wished to 
present to the Society to commemorat e his 25 yea rs of office as 
Hon. Vice-Treasurer and Treasurer. It was ML Lewer 's intention 
that the Society shou ld offer them to the Colchester Corporation 
as a t oken of it s s incere appreciation of the encouragement and 
kindness received from the Town Council during a long peri od of 
years. Mr. Bento n remarked that it was a ppropriate that one of 
the spoons should be su rmounted by a fi glll-e of St. P ete r , because 
the T own H a ll was in St. P eter's pa rish. 

Sir G urney Benham, in acknowledging t he gift , said t hey were 
furth er indebted to Mr. Lewer fo r three earl y spoons that had 
previously been give n to the Corporation by the S ociety. These 
additions to the civic plate were of considera ble interest a nd would 
be highl y prized. On the motion of Mr. Duncan Clark, a unan imous 
vote of t hanl>s was accorded Mr. Lewer for his ge nerosity, a nd for 
the long and valuelct servi ce he had rendered th e S ociety. 

Mr. J. L. Beaumont s uggested that at some fut ure date th e 
Society might hold a ' Brai ns Trust '; the matt.er was refe rred to 
the Coun cil. 

The meeting then adjourned for luncheon, which was parta ken 
of in the Moot H a ll ; the T own H a ll was aften vards inspected 
under the guid ance of S ir Gurney Benham , when seve ra l members 
a scended t he Victoria T ower, led by S ir G urney, who was con­
gratul ated on t he remarkable agility he showed in his 84 th yea r . 

Subseq uentl y, a n open meeting was held in the G ra nd Ju ry 
Room, at which numerous obj ects of a ntiqua ri an interest , ra ngin g 
from stone implements to ea rl y nin eteenth-century bygones, brought 
by members, were exhibited , and , so fa r as t ime a llowed, desc ribed 
by their owners. 
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TH E Council has pleasure m presenting its ninetieth Ann ua l 
Report. 

Du1·ing the year the Society has lost 45 members by death a nd 
resignation ; 25 new members have been added to its roll. 

Th e total membership, vvhich on 31 December, 1941, was 570, 
on 31 December, 1942, was as follows:-

Annua l members 
Life members 
H onorary members 

456 
90 

4 

550 

Notwithstanding the restn ct10n s on the no rmal activiti es of the 
Society imposed by wartime cond itions, the number of new 
members elected shows a welco me increase. 

The losses by dea th includ e S i1· Cha rl es Strachey, KC.J\Il.G., 
C.B., who had made considerable resea rches into the history of his 
fa mil y, members of which held important positions at Saffron 
Walden in the sixteenth century. 

Although Mr. Wykeham Chancellor, M.A., F .R.I.B.A., has now 
served as President for five successive yea rs , the Council recom­
mends tha t, under the exceptional circumsta nces, the rul e limiting 
the term of office be tempora ril y rescinded a nd th at he aga in be 
1·e-elected as Presid ent for the ensui ng year. It also recomm ends 
the re-election of the Vice-Presidents and of the Coun cil. 

During the year P a1·t I of Vol. XXIII of T1'ansactio11s was 
issued . 

The Annual Gen eral Meeting was held a t Colcheste r on 
16 September; and in the afternoon a visit was paid to th e 
Hythe district . 



398 REPORT. 

L ibrary. Interest in the Library is being maintained; several 
members continue to make use of it , and a number of gifts have 
been received The Library Endowment Fund, which increases 
steadily, if slowly, now stands at £330 18s. 6d. ; it is hoped tha t 
from time to time it may be augmented by legacies . 

The acting Hon. Libraria n (Rev. G. Montagu Benton, P.S.A.), 
has been through the publications received by exchange a nd has 
secured copies of several recent parts that were found to be 
missing. The Hampshire Field Club has generously presented a 
number of volumes to complete the set of its Proceedings, and 
vols . vi-xii i of the Records of Bnckinghamshire have been obta ined 
by means of exchange. Binding has also been more or less kept 
up to date. 

The Rev. J. L. Fisher, P.S.A., who has been appo inted Hon. 
Archivist, has undertaken the task of cataloguing the manuscripts 
belonging to the Society, and has alt·eady calendared 1000 deeds 
relating to the county. During the ninety years of its existence the 
Society has accumulated a quantity of original documents, a nd the 
Council is anxious that th e collection should become more fully 
representative in order that it may be of greater service to students 
of palaeography and local history. To this end 48 1 Essex deeds, 
main ly of XVII cent . elate, have recently been acq uired; but the 
medieval secti on needs strengthen ing, and gifts of earl y deeds and 
documents will thet·efore be particula rly welcome. 

Photographic Records of Churches . Some progress has been 
made, by members of the Society and othe rs , in recording Essex 
chu rches by photography. The Central Counci l for the Care of 
Churches (Earlh a m, Dunster , Somerset) reports that a ltogether 
54 churches in the co unty, out of a total of 582, have been wholl y 
or partly recorded, and 36 others have been promised. B ut if a 
satisfactory s urvey is to be achieved more help must be forthcoming . 

A large and va luab le coll ectio n of negatives of old buildings, 
including about 140 of Essex churches, nea rly a ll of wh ich at·e of 
whole -plate size, has been presented to the Society by Miss Mabe l 
Pulle r, niece of the photogt·apher, the late Mr. vV. W . Thome 
(1856-1 9-!0), of Kel vedon. It is desirab le that prints should be 
made from t hese at the first opportunity. 
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FINANCE REPORT, 1942. 

The Treasurer reports that:-

The amount of members' subscriptions during th e past year, 
including arrears £S Ss. Od. and, in advance, £7 7s . Od ., was 
£241 7s. 6d., as compared with £237 Ss. Sd. in 194 1. 

Sales of Publications amounted to £S 4s. Od., as compared with 
£4 Ss. Od. in 1941. 

During 1942 P art I of Vol. XX III of the Transactions was 
issued at a total cost of £3 19 10s . 10d., of which £ 150 for setting 
of the type had been paid in 1940. 

At 31 December, 1942, £ 20 9s. 10d. was due to Messrs. Wiles 
& Son Ltd., and £ S 4s . Od. was received from them for the sa les 
of Publications during 1942. 

The cash proceeds of 3 % India Stock acquired by H.M. Treasury 
was reinvested in £ 199 11s. 2d. 3 % Savings Bonds 1955/65. 

The total amount standing to the credit of the Library Fund at 
31 December, 1942, is £330 1Ss . 6d., of which £205 is represented 
by investments in £ 105 3! % War Stock and £ 100 Savings Bonds, 
the balance being held at the Bank on Current Account and at the 
Colchester Building Society on Deposit Account. 

Other items of expenditure a re detai led in the accounts a nd call 
for no further explanation. 

Ninety members have now compounded their subscriptions, and 
the total amount received from them is £472 10s. Od. The 
unexpended ba la nces on the Excavation Funds, Holly Trees 
Excavation Report Fund, and the Trust Fund, are the sa me as 
last year, namely, £31 17s . 7d., £20 9s. Od. and £ 15 3s . 6d. 
respectively. T o meet these li abilities the Council had investments 
valued on 31 December, 1942, at £640 12s. 3d., a nd cash at Bank, 
etc., amounting at that date to £3SS 10s. 2d. The surplus in 
favour of the Society is, therefore, £459 !Os. 6d., as compared 
with £497 Os. 8d. on 31 December, 1941. 
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ACCOUNT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS 

1941. 
£ s. d. 

24 3 0 
209 8 11 

3 13 6 

4 8 0 

4 8 10 
3 11 0 
3 15 0 
4 10 4 

3 1 3 
10 0 

4 10 0 

266 19 10 

To Subscriptions­
Arrears .. . 

:IDr. 

Fo•· th e yea r 1942 
In advance 

Life Compos it ion s 
, Sale of Publica tions 

Hi•·e of La ntern Slid es 
, Dividends on Investments-

3~% Conversion Stock 
India 3% Stock, less Income Tax 
3~ % W a r Stock 
London Cou nty Consolidated 

4~% Stock, less Income Tax ... 
Colchester Build ing Society­

Shares 
Deposit 

3% Savings Bonds ... 

, Excursion l(eceipts 

348 17 10 , Balance from previous year 

£615 17 8 

£ s. d. £ s. d. 

8 8 0 
225 12 6 

7 7 0 
---- 241 7 6 

21 0 0 
8 4 0 

3 0 

4 8 10 
16 6 

3 15 0 

4 4 0 

2 15 0 
3 2 
7 2 

---- IS 9 8 
I 17 0 
----

291 2 

434 19 4 

£726 0 6 
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POR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER, 1942. 

1941. <Ir. £ s . d. £ s . d. £ s. d. 

By Colchester Corpo•·ation-
60 0 0 Cu•·ator's Salary, £30; Rent , 

Ho lly Trees, £30 ... 60 0 0 
, Cost of producing vol. XXI!! , Part 

I ' of Transact-ions, including 
Packing and Postage 319 10 10 

Less Paid on Account in 1940 150 0 0 
169 10 10 

12 17 10 Blocl<s 3 7 6 
Authors· Cop ies 2-l 0 0 

6 11 9 Stationery 6 5 9 
P•·inting Articl es of Associa ti on 7 10 0 

2 6 Adve•·t ising 2 6 
17 0 7 , Sec•·eta•·i a l Expenses 12 0 6 

(1 ncludes postages , 
£4 12s. 4rl .) 

4 9 10 , Postages , Printing and Add ress ing 
of Members' Circulars s 19 3 

10 0 , Subscription-At·chreological Congress 10 0 
.j , Purchase of Books and Documents 

f01· Libra ry 19 17 4 
14 0 0 , vVar Damage l nsura nce (Libra•·y) 6 0 0 

12 0 , Fire In su•·ance 12 0 
6 2 6 Binding Books 9 14 6 

5 0 Photog•·aphs 
5 5 0 Audit Fee ... 5 5 0 

50 0 0 Library Endowment Fund ? - 0 0 , _;, 

ISO IS 4 359 15 2 
Balance-

324 3 7 At Bank on Cun·ent Account 237 9 2 
Colchester Building Society-

50 0 0 On D eposit Account 50 0 0 
100 0 0 On Sh a r es Account 100 0 0 

10 6 In TreasLu·er ' s Hands 0 
----

474 1-l 3SS 10 2 
L ess Amount due to 

Sec•·etary £ 1 15 0 
39 14 9 Less Amount clue to 

vVi les & Son Ltd. 20 9 10 
22 4 10 

366 5 4 

£615 17 s £726 0 6 
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1941. 
£ s. d. 

92 0 2 
50 0 0 

100 0 0 

16 10 
2 12 6 

-----
£246 9 6 

1941. 
£ s . d. 

151 10 0 
3 13 6 

39 14 9 

29 4 7 

2 7 0 
6 0 

20 9 0 

15 3 6 
288 11 6 

497 0 8 

£1 ,348 . 0 6 

BALANCE SHEET. 

LIBRARY 
IDr. 

£ s. d. £ s. d. 

To Ba lance from previous year 93 11 6 
Grant from General Account 25 0 0 
Legacy 

" 
I nte•·est:-

Colchester Building Society I 12 5 
3~ % War Stock 3 10 0 
3 % Savings Bonds 2 4 7 

7 7 0 
- ----
£ 125 18 6 

BALANCE S HEET, 

Liabil-ities . 

To Life Compositions-

90 Members a t £ 5 5s. Od . 
, Subscription s pa id in a dvance 

Sundry Creditors 
, Special Funds-

J\ilorant Club Excavation Fund 
Rivenhall Excavation Fund 
Witham Excava tion Fund 
Holly Trees Excavation Report 

Fund 
Essex Archa::ological Trust Fund ... 
Library Endowm ent Fund 

Accumulation Fund-. 
Surplus of Assets in favour of the 

Society subject to payment of 
outstanding accounts 

£ s . d. £ s. d. 

472 10 0 
7 7 0 

22 4 10 

29 4 7 
2 7 0 

6 0 

20 9 0 
15 3 6 

330 IS 6 
- --- 398 8 7 

459 10 6 

£1 ,360 0 11 

I have examined the above Account and Balance Sheet with the 
certify them to be correct and in a ccordance therewith. The Investments 
Bankers. 

26 March, 7943. H . \V . LE\VER, Hon. Treasurer. 
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ENDOWMENT FUND. 
1941. a:r. 

£ s. d. 

152 18 0 By Purchases of Stock 

" 
Balance-

23 11 6 At Bank on Cur•·ent Account 
At Colch ester B uilding Socie ty-

70 0 0 On De posi t Account . .. 

£246 9 6 

31 DECEMBER, 1942. 
1941. A ssets . £ s. d . 

B y Investm ents-

£ 199 11 s . 2d . 3 % Savings Bonds , 
1955/ 1965 

188 13 £ 186 15s. 9d . London County Con · 
solida ted 4~ % Stock , 1945/1985 

101 17 11 £107 4s . 10d. War 3~ % Stock 
120 11 7 £ 126 18s. 6d . Convers ion 3~ % Stock, 

1961 
95 0 0 £ 100 Wa1· 3~% Stocl< (L ibrary Fund) 

100 0 0 £ 100 Sav ings Bonds 3 % , 1955/ 1965 
(Libra ry Fund) 

173 12 4 £219 15s. 5d . Ind ia 3 % Stock , 1948 

779 14 11 

By Cash a t Ban k a nd in ha nd , a nd in 
Colch este •· Bu ildin g Socie ty-

474 14 1 General Fu nd 
93 11 6 Libra ry E ndowme nt Fund 
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£ s. d . £ s . d. 

55 18 6 

70 0 0 
125 18 6 

£1 25 18 6 

Ma·rket Valu e , 
Cost . 3 1 Dec., 1942 . 

£ s. d . £ s . d. 

199 11 2 199 11 2 

176 17 6 194 5 2 
100 9 112 12 

100 0 0 134 3 10 
99 12 3 105 0 0 

lOO 0 0 l OO 0 0 

- - - - -
£ 776 2 8 845 12 3 

388 10 2 
125 18 6 
----- 51 4 8 8 

" 
Library , Coll ection of Antiquities a t Museum 

a nd Stock of Publ ica tions (not va lued) 
- ----

£1,348 0 6 £1 ,360 0 11 

Treasure r 's a nd S ecreta r y ' s Books , Ban k P ass Book a nd Vouch ers, a nd 
h ave been verified by refer ence to the Ba nk of Engla nd a n d t he Socie ty ' s 

9 I dol L ane, Eastch eap , E.C .3 . 
26 Ma·rch,1943 . 

J . RO BERT AVE RY 
Chartered A ccountant . 



NEW MEMBERS. 

Elected at Colchester on 21 January, 1941. 
ON THE NOM INATION OF-

CLIST, Capt. L. F., M.C. , I Vica•·age Road, 
Chelmsford . The President. 

Elected at a Council Meeting on 28 July, 1941. 
ON THE NOM I NATIO N OF-

CRANFIELD , CYRIL P., Sidney Cottages, Albion 
Street, Rowhedge. Colchester. Hon. Secretary. 

SMALLWOOD, C. C., J.P., Ambleteuse, Bourne 
Road, Colchester. Hon. Sec•·etary. 

Elected at ColchesteT on 21 August, 1941. 
ON THE NOM I NATION OF-

H.-S.-HA RTL EY, Sir Percival , C.V.O., Adltins, 
Ingatestone. Lady Ha•·tley. 

SHAW, The Rev. EDWARD H. , M. B.E., St. Peter ' s 
Vicarage, Colchester. Hon. Secretary. 

WILES , Miss SYLVIA E. , 8 Wellesley Roa d , Col-
chester. Hon. Sec•·etary. 

Elected at the Annual M eeting on 3 September, 1941. 
ON THE NOMINATION OF-

BRENTWOOD & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
(Hon. Sec . : F. W. Steer, Haw thorndene, Sun 
Ray Avenue, Hutton, B•·entwood) . Hon. Secretary. 

Elected at Colchester on 18 November, 1941. 
ON THE NOM IKATI ON OF·-

BETTS, The Rev. '0,1. L., M. A. , Hatfield Broad 
Oak Vicarage, Bishops Stortford. Canon F. W. Galpin. 

McCALLUM, The Rev. J. R., M.A., 17 Harsnett 
Road , Colchester. Hon. Secretary. 

Elected at ColchesteT on 16 D ecember, 1941. 
ON THE NOM I NATION OF-

CHOWN, C. H. IYAN , Aldersbrook, Tomswood 
Road, Chigwell. Hon. Secretary. 

Elected at Colchester on 20 January, 1942. 
ON THE NOMINATION OF-

UNDERWOOD, H . P., 13 Murch ison Road, Leyton , 
E. 10. Hon. Secretary. 

Elected at ColchesteT on 17 February, 1942. 

TURNER, T. M., 9 Beverley Road, Colchester . 
ON THE NOM INATION OF­
.\'1!-. D. W. Clarlt . 
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Elected at Colcheste1· on 21 April, 1942. 
O N THE N OMI N ATI O:-.i OF-

C LO VE R, The Rev . 0 . E . , Th e Pt·csby tery, Ox low 
Lane, Dage n ha m . Hon. Secreta ry . 

EvERS, T h e Rev. Vv. J. C . , 146 Litt le !!fo rd La ne , 
Manor P a l'i<, E . 12 . Hon. S ec reta ry . 

VE RITY, T he Rev . H. C. , Ca th o li c Presby te ry , 
I ngateston e . H on. Secreta ry . 

Elected at Colchester on 19 May, 1942. 

0AWSON , Mis s , G reat Ba rdfl e ld, Bra intree. 
!{N IGHTS, E . S. , E astcroft , 98 Wa rd Ave nue , 

Grays . 

01\ TH E 1\0 ~II N AT I OI\ OF­
Rev. T. D. S. Bayley . 

Elected at Colchester on 21 July, 1942. 
0 . 1 TH E :\0:\11 NATI 0~ O F-

H EW LETT , H. G. , Long Purpl es , Ye ldha m Road , 
Cas tl e Hed in gham. Mr. A. Hi ll s . 

Elected at a Council M eeting on 26 August, 1942. 
01\ TH E N 0~1I NAT I 01\ OF-

B HIDGE, F . A. , 12 S t. J oh n ' s S treet, Colcheste l'. ML G . 0 . R ic lnvo rd. 
D uNN, W . G . , The Dru ce, Clave r in g, Saffron 

vVa lde n . Ho n. S ec re ta ry . 
H OLTBY, T he R e,·. E. B., M.A . , B.O . , Ho ly Trini ty 

Vica t·age, Sou t h Wood ford , E. 18. Mr . W . E . Ca rpen ter. 
P EMBERTO N, Th e Rev . W. A . , B .A., B.O . , 3 G la d -

s ton e Road, Colches te r . Mr. G . 0. Riclnvo rd. 

Elected at the Annual Meeting on 16 S eptember, 1942. 

BEN HAM , Lady, \Vestfl e lds, 14 Lexde n Road , 
Colch estet·. 

BEN HAM , H ERVEY \ V. G. , Th orn Aeet , F ing r inghoe . 
M ITCH ELL, T h e R ev . Vv. F . G . , B .A ., 23 H em y 

Roa d , Che lmsford . 
Qu iN, W. H. , 45 \Nes tern Road , Ro mfo rd . 

O N T H E NO:\li N AT I O N OF-

S ir G ur ney Be nh a m. 
H on. S ecreta t·y . 

Ca no n Jesse Be n ·id ge . 
Ml'. Aubt·ey Goodes. 

Elected at Colchester on 20 Octobe-r, 1942. 
ON T HE i\'OM I ~ATI ON OF-

CAMERON, J OHN, 89 Hin ton Avenu e , O ttawa , 
Ca na da . Jv!t·. H. G . H ew lett . 

OLDFI ELD , Miss MA RIO N E . , B.A., The S a na-
torium, Felsted . Hon . Secr e ta ry . 

WOODFORD AND DI STR ICT ANTIQUARIAN S OCI ETY 
(Hon. S ec . : Miss M. M. Smi t h , 42 B uckingha m 
Roa d, W oodfo•·d , E. 18) . H on. S ecre ta ry . 

Elected at Colchester on 17 November, 1942. 

AL EXANDER , Th e R ev. 0. E. R ., M.A. , Gt·eat 
H enny Rectory , Sudbury , Su ffo lk. 

ON THE N OMI NAT I ON OF-

Rev . T. D . S . B ayley . 



406 NEW MEMBERS, 

Elected at Colchester on 19 January, 1943. 
ON THE NOM INATIO N OF-

CO RBIN, The Rev. J. E. BAZILLE, M.A. , Runwell 
Rectory, Wickford. Hon . S ec retary. 

FI ELDGATE , Miss GRACE, Spring Chase, Bright-
lingsea . Dr. E. P . Diclrin . 

Elected at Colchester on 16 February, 1943. 

ESSEX CO UNTY LI BRARY (Libraria n : Miss W. A. 
Rait , M.A.), King Edward Avenue, Chelmsford. 

MACNAMARA, J . G., 33 Valentine's Road, Ilfot·d. 

ON TH E NOM INATION OF-

Hon . S ecreta t·y. 
Hon. Tt·easut·er. 

Elected at Colchester on 16 March, 1943. 
ON TH E NOM I NATJON OF-

DEAN, ARTHUR s., Ph .C ., F.S.M.C. , F.B .O.A., 
50 Barn Hall Avenu e, Old H eath , Colcheste t·. Rev. W. A . Pember ton . 

Elected at a Council Meeting on 23 June, 1943. 
ON THE NOM INATION OF-

GosSETT, Mt·s. C. M. , Greengate, Wick Road, 
Langham, Colchester. Hon . Secretat·y. 

Elected at the Annual Meeting on 18 August, 1943. 

ANSTEE, J. W. , 1 Albert Villas, Oxney Green, 
Writtle, Chelmsfot·d. 

CHAPLIN , Mrs. S. M., Red House, GreatHorkes ley , 
Colchester. 

EMMISON , Mrs. MARGARET M. , lVl.A., B ibury, 
Links Drive, Chelmsford . 

MABBITT, Mrs. CHRISTI NE M., 23A lrvin e Road, 
Colchestet· . 

WEST, J . A . , 71 Galleywood Road, Chelmsford. 

ON THE NOM INATION OF-

The President. 

Mr. J. L. Beaumont. 

Rev. J. L. Fisher. 

Hon. S ecretary. 
Hon. S ect·etary. 

Elected at Colchester on 21 September, 1943. 
ON THE NOM INAT ION OF-

EowARDS , P ETER G. R. , 91 Cavendish Avenue , 
Old Heath , Colchester. H on. Secretat·y. 

ELAND, GEORGE , F.S .A., Oal< Lane, Tai<eley, 
Bishops Stortford. The Presid ent . 

SH ERLOCii , VI/. J. , School House , Southminster. Mr. C. E. J effet·ies . 

Elected at Colchester on 19 October, 1943. 

FOYLE, VI '. A., 113.125 Charing Cross Road, W.C.2 . 
H USIOSSON, The Rev. S. S ., B .A., B.O., Alres­

ford Rectory, Colch ester. 

ON THE NO MINATION OF­
H on. S ecretary. 

Dr. E. P. D ickin . 

Elected at Colchester on 16 November, 1943. 

CosENS, The Rev. W. R. H ., B.A., The Vica rage, 
Castle Heding ham. 

ON THE NOM INATION OF-

Hon. Sect·eta ry. 



DONATIONS TO THE SOCIETY. 

1 Janum-y, 1941, to 31 December, 1943. 

Th e late Mr. P. G. Laver, F.S.A. (om itted from previous list)­
Late XVI -century heraldic MS., with arms tricked in colour. 

Mrs. Lyon-Campbell (from Library of P.G.L.)-
' The Birth of the Middle Ages, 395-814,' by H. St. L. B. Moss, 

1935. 
'History of St. Thomas's Hospital,' by F. G. Parsons, vol. i, 1932. 
'Cout·t Life under the Plantagenets,' by Hubert Hall, 1890. 
'The Principal Pictures in the Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge, 

1929.' 
List of Essex parishes, with their patrons; and list of manors, 

with their owners at various periods. MS. c. 1650, from the 
collection of Holman, the Essex antiquary. 

The late Dr. E. P. Dickin, F.S.A. (omitted from previous list)­
' Brightlingsea Parish Magaz in e,' 1882-1921. 

Miss F . M. vViles (omitted from previous list)­
Twel ve Colchester Poll Books, 1784-1867. 
Colchester Chartet·, 181 8. Etc. 

Mrs. vV. R. Woollings-
, Domesday Survey of Essex,' 1863. 

Per Mr. F. G. Emmison, County Archivist-
Calendar of deeds transfened from Colchester Public Library to 

the Essex Record Office. 
H oublon private Act, 1770. Etc. 

Mr. Aubrey Goodes-
Thirty-one negatives of Aveley Church. 

The late Rev. J. H. Mitchell, !V1.A.-
' St. Osyth's Pr ioqr,' by J. Watney, 1871. 
Eighty-on e nega ti ves of St. Osyth + two. 

Prebendary A. Chilton, D.D., M.V.O.-
' Colne Engaine and St. Andrew's Church,' by the donor, 1942. 

!Vl iss Lilian J. Redstone-
' Thomas \iVatts, Archdeacon of Middlesex (and Edmund 

Spencer),' by A. C. Judson, 1939. 
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Mrs. Runchman-
MS. notes relating to Great Braxted, collected by the late Rev. 

E. Maxlow, M.A., rector, 1907-23. 

Messrs. Benham & Co., Ltd.-
' Church of St. Runwald, Colchester,' by J. S. Appleby and 

P . A. Watkinson, 1942. 
' Rectors of Two Essex Parishes and their Times,' by the Rev. 

F. W. Austen, 1943. 

The late Canon T. H. Curling, M.A.-
A number of vols. and parts of 'Trans . E.A.S.' 

The Rev. T . D. S. Bayley, M.A.-
MS. notes rela ting to Bradfield, and 11 photographs of former 

vicars. Collected by the donor (Curate of Bradfield, 1927-30). 
' H elps to English History,' by Peter Heylyn, ed . by Paul \Vright, 

F.S.A. (vica r of Ugley), 1773. 

Mr. Eric Gardner, F.S.A.-
Drawing of windmill at Burnham, by W. T. Foxlee, 1888. 

Mr. H. W. Poulter-
' Tide Mills in England and Wales,' by Rex \Vai les, 1939. 

Reprint. 

Canon D. B. Barclay, M.A.-
' Robert Leatham Barclay : A Memoir,' 1940. 
'Forty-six Lives,' translated from Boccaccio, by Henry Parker, 

Lord Morley, 1943. 

Mr. H. W. Lewer, F.S.A.-
' Medieva l Libraries of Great Britain,' ed. by . R. Ker, 1941. 
Seven parts of Canterbury and York Society. 
'Mediaeval England,' ed. by H. W. C. Davis, 1924. 
'English Industries of the Middle Ages,' by L. F . Salzman, 1923. 
I vVar over West Ham,' by E. Doreen Idle, 1943. 
'Farming Adventure,' by J. vVentworth Day, 1943. 
' History of Essex,' by P . J\ilorant, 2 vols ., 1768. 
'Early Cht·istian Art,' ty C. R. Morey, 1942. 

Miss Mabel Fuller-
A large number of negatives of Essex and Suffolk churches; 

a lso of cathedrals, abbeys, etc., by the late Mt·. vV. W . Thorne. 

The Colchester Town Council-
' Court Rolls of the Borough of Colchester,' vol. iii (1372-1379). 
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Mr. A. R. J. Ramsey-
' Cyclopaedia of Useful Arts and Manufactures,' ed. by C. Tom ­

linson, 9 vols., c. 1851. 

The Rev. C. F . Cory Elvin , B.A.-
' Short Guide to th e Memorials tn Brome Chu rch, Suffolk,' by 

the donor, 1938. 
'An Account of the Oa ldeys, S uffolk,' written a nd printed by the 

donor, 1942. 

Trustees of the British Museum-
Thirty-nine rubbings of monumenta l brasses. 

The Rev. A. W . Wade-Evans, B.A.-
Wrabness: Accounts, 1785-1836; Vestry Minute Book, 1866-94; 

fi ve photographs of Church (before restoration) and Rectory. 

Mr. W. Everard Fry-
Photograph of Miss Ka th a rine Fry of Plashet (1802-86). 
Deed, Littl e Bent ley, 1645. 

The Rev. J. L. Fisher, F.S .A.-
' The Epping Hunt,' by T. H ood, 1829 . 

Mr. L. C. Sier-
A number of Essex deeds, including two rel ating to Wm. and 

Thos. H a lsenothe (Harsnett), of Colchester, 1545 a nd 1547, 
and one to Marks Tey, 1597. 

The la te Rev . W . J. Pressey, F.S.A.-
T ypescripts of numerous Arch idi aconal records, notes on Essex 

ch urch plate, pa mphlets, etc. 

ML Alfred Hill s, F.S.A.­
Parcel of Essex deeds . 

Anonymous-
' Perambulations in London,' by Priscill a Wakefie ld, 1814. 
'Sketches of Southwa rk,' by R. Vv. Bowers, 1902. 
'El): pository Notes . . . on the New Testam ent, by W. B urkitt, 

late vicar of Ded ha m (with portrait), 1729. Etc. 

ML W. D. Clark-
N umemus photograp hs of Essex churches. 

Mr. Nei l R. !{e r, B.Litt .-
' The Bobbingworth Psalter,' by Rev. E. Stephens, Ushaw Mag., 

Dec., 1939. 
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P a mphlets, photographs, etc., have a lso been received from the 
Revs. Montagu Benton and J. F . Williams; Sir Ronald Storrs; 
Messrs . H. C. Andrews, Wykeham Chancellor, C. H . Iyan Chown, 
J. D urston, F. G . Frost, W . G. Harlow, a nd Kenneth Walker; 
Mrs. R. C. Fowler; and Miss S . E . vViles . 

PuRCHAS E D . 

681 Essex deeds, XVI I and XVIII cent. 

For lists of the Societies in 1mion ~.uith t he E .A .S . for excha.,.,ge 
of publications, see previons vol111ne. Th ey comprise nearly all 

the British and several Foreign Archeological S ocieties. 

LOANS . 

P er the County Archi vist-
Calenda r of Essex Quarter Sessions Records, vo ls. xv ii and xviii. 
Typescri pt of Poll Book of 1694 . 

The Trustees (pe r Mr. Alfred Hill s, F.S.A.)­
Deeds of the Bocking Charities. 

T he late Canon T. H. Curl ing, M.A.-
' The English Atlas,' Moses Pitt, Oxford, 4 vols., I 680. 
Camden's 'Britannia,' ed . by E. Gibson, 2 vo ls. , I 722. 
'Taxatio Ecclesiastica' (c. I291 ), 1802. 
'Catalogue of MSS. in Cottonian Librat·y,' I 802. 
'History and Survey of London,' by W . Maitland and oth ers, 

vol. i only, 1756. 

Th e followi ng ~ue re permanently loa·11ed to the Colch ester and 
Essex ~ifnseum, th rongh the S ociety . 

Helmet and pa ir of pauldrons, XVI I cent.; breastplate, dated 
1623 (?modern); pa ir of engraved brass stinups; pair of spurs 
(modet:n) ; green saddle-cloth decorated with silver t hread; wove n 
sword-belt. Removed from a cupboard a t Dynes Hall , Great 
Maplestead ; said to have belonged to Colonel S tephen P iper, 
Master of the King's H orse, temp. James !I. De posited by Mrs. 
N. Gould (daughter of the late Mr. C . F . D. Speding, F .S .A.). 



ILLUSTRATIONS. 
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Slab of Aubrey de Vere, 1141, found at Colne Priory; Helmed 
Figure at Faulkbourne, c. 1240. PI. I, a, b .... 251 

The Helmet of Roger Bigod, fourth Earl of Norfolk, from his 
seal (1232-4). Fig. 1 253 

Indent of Brass of a Knight, c. 1300, at St. Mary's Abbey, 
York. Fig. 2 256 

Helmed Effigy at Furness Abbey, Lancs., c. 1180; Helmed Effigy 
at Kirkstead, Lincs., c. 1240. PI. II, a, b 257 

Military Effigy at Toppesfield, c. 1265. Fl. Ill 260 

Henry Parker, eighth Lord Morley, cetat. 47 274 

Bodleian Library: Early XIII cent. inscription and XIV cent. 
pressmark in MS. Rawlinson C. 330; XIII cent. inscription 
and XV cent. title in MS. Laud mise. 515. (From Waltham 
Abbey.) PI. I , a, b 300 

-, Spine of MS. Laud lat. 19; Early XIII cent. inscription 
in same MS. (From Barking Abbey.) PI. II, a, b 305 

-, Part of Cuthbert's letter relating to the death of Bede. 
MS. Digby 211, Late XII c~nt. (From Waltham Abbey.) 
PI. Ill 310 

The former Church of St. Mary-at-the-Walls, Colchester, from 
the South-East. Pl. 318 

Stebbing Church: Wall-painting of Text, Late XVI cent.; Fair-
stead Church: Wall-painting of Text, Early XVII cent. Pl. I, 
a, b. 344 

Theydon Mount Church: Wall-painting of the Ten Command-
ments, Early XVII cent. PI. II 346 

-, Wall-painting of the Lord's Prayer, Early XYII cent. 
PI. Ill 348 

Elmstead Church: Wall-painting of Text, Late XYIII or Early 
XIX cent. Fig. I 349 

West Mersea Church: Wall-painting of Text, Early XIX cent. 
Fig. 2 350 

Official Seal of Henry Smyth, Sheriff of Essex, 1633. Fig. .... 356 

Lead Ventilating Quarry from Witham, XVII cent. Fig. 359 

In Memoriam: The Rev. William James Pressey, M.A., F.S.A. 370 
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