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The Essex Place-Names Project is a County-wide survey to record place- and field-names from historical documents such as Tithe maps and apportionments, cstatc maps,
sale and auction catalogues, conveyances, terriers, deeds, rolls, inquistions and surveys.

The second element of the Project is to investigate on-the-ground visible remains which correspond to the Place-names for actual or potential archacologigal, agricultural and
industrial sites, and to record natural (topographical) and man-made features which may relate to the Place-name. This involves field-survey in rural and outside

investigation in built-up areas.

1t is anticipated that the Project will lead to identification of archaeological sites and lost historic buildings; it will enable analysis of indicators of carly settlement, land
holding, agricultural and industrial practices of the County. It will refine the more precise meaning of descriptive words and clements used by carlier settlers as they gave
names appropriate to the topography of the landscape of their time.

For convenience the surveys are based on the parish, recognising that present civil parish boundaries are not necessarily identical to former ecclesiastical boundaries. Local
Recorders are supplied with templates of Record Forms to ensure consistency of recording across the County, and forward completed forms to a Central Coordinator for
transfer to a county computer database which, it is anticipated, will be available through the Essex Record Office to bonafide researchers.

This publication presents part of the information recorded from the Tithe/Estate Award and map for this parish. The full record is contained on the master database. Further
information is available from the Essex Record Office. Wharf Road, Chelmsford CM2 6YT. Please notify errors to the Project Coordinator at the same address.

THE TITHE MAP AND APPORTIONMENT.

Since medieval times a tenth of the produce of land and stock had been paid by landholders to the church. At the Dissolution of the Monasteries, the property of many
religious houses, including the right to collect tithes, passed into lay hands. The Tithe Commutation Act which received Royal assent on 13th August 1836 abolished
a rent payable in kind and substituted rent-charges apportioned on each plot or parcel. The tithe-rent payable was assessed on the average value of wheat, barley

and oats and was to fluctuate with price movements.

The commutation could be by voluntary agreement between the local owners and payers or, if agreement failed, could be compulsorily imposed by commissioners. A Valuer
was to be appointed to apportion the rent of each parcel of land and tenants could deduct that rent-charge from their rent paid to the landlord. The task fell to the Tithe
Commissioners to produce a map and an Apportionment. A large-scale survey was produced for over 70% of England and Wales in the following 9 years, and about another
8% up to 1855. Most of the parishes in Essex were surveyed. The map scales vary between 13 and 26 inches to the mile. Accompanying the map The Apportionment records
ownership, tenancy and land-use, field by field and parcel by parcel (often quoting the field name) with the ground area and rent-charge.

Land that was tithe-free tends to be less accurately mapped and contains few if any of the details recorded for those parcels subject to tithe. Rights of way and roads also
tend to be neglected. Boundaries of the tithe areas are shown as are some natural features such as streams, ponds , gardens, greens and comumons . Buildings are ofien

shown coloured red if dwellings or grey if not. Because the Apportionment may have been agreed only some time after the map was finished, discrepancies occur between
the two. JVHK.
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[image: image3.jpg]Elmdon and Wenden Lofts Parishes (Uttlesford Hundred).
The parishes of Elmdon and Wenden Lofts were surveyed together for Enclosure in 1824 by John King of Saffron Walden (Essex Record Office Q/RDc26). The
Commissioners were Martin Nockolds of Stanstead Mountfichet and Anthony Jackson of Barkway, Herts. In Elmdon, the Impropriator to yearly corn rent was valued at £393-
13-0, the Vicar £348-17-11, the Rector of Wenden Lofts £6-5-0 and Pond Street Farm £20-14-3. In Wenden Lofts the Rector of Wenden Lofts £190-17-2 and Pond Street
Farm £3-2-8. Wenden Lofts totalled 787acres 3roods 15perches of which 287a 1r 27p were open/common/washes and other common land, 520a 2r 38p ancient enclosed
lands/grounds/homesteads, 6a 2r 5p public/private roads and 2a Or 25p streets, roads and lanes. Elmdon totalled 3254a Or 10p of which 1707a 2r 23p was open
common/washes/common, 1491a 3r 11p ancient enclosed lands. 24a 1r 5p roads and 30a 1r 11p streets/roads/lanes. The map, undated, measuring 39”x55] was surveyed at 6
chains to the inch (26.6”=1mile). Elmdon is a long irregularly-shaped parish, stretching from the Chiltern scarp in the north to the watershead of the Cam and Stort basins in
the south. Elmdon and Lofts cach has a prominent hill which became the site of its manor house. “Elm-don” probably derives from “Elm-hill”, but “Lofts” appears not to
derive from its hill, but from the family Louhot in the 13th century. “Wenden” may come from Old English wenn (hill), or, as seems more probable, wende for its winding
valley (Reaney, 1935).

The northern boundary of Elmdon runs north-east along a chalk spur of the Chilterns, with a stream to the south which joins the Cam in Ickleton. Lofts is a dumbell-shaped
parish lying to the mid-west and south-west of Elmdon. It is effectively in two (almost) detached parts which join in the hamlet of Pond Street. The central parts of both
Elmdon and Lofts lie in a wide chalk valley, through which streams flow towards the Cam at Uttlesford Bridge. North and south of this valley are clay hills. where much
woodland remains, and ficld-names indicate its former extent. The Roman road (Essex Sites & Monuments Record 3890) from Great Chesterford to Braughing crosses
Elmdon from Elmdon Lee on the Littlebury boundary to the Langley/Clavering border in the south. Here is a Roman barrow (ESMR 123. NGR: TL45603477) in Rumberry
Hill Field at the junction of three parishes and on the Hundred boundary of Uttlesford and Clavering. The name suggests that the barrow may have been used later as a
Hundred meeting place. It was excavated by Richard Neville (1858) who recorded evidence of a primary Roman cremation interment. The barrow is still just visible as a large
circular mound about 40 yards across, now almost ploughed out.

Domesday Book describes four manors in the present Elmdon and one in Lofts: Elmdon itself and Elmdon Lee (14 and 2% hides); Rockell’s Farm (formerly Wigghepet)
(ESMR 3971; NGR: TL468366) with 5% hides; and Lofts with 1%; hides. The labour-force was 85, suggesting, on an assumption of 4 dependants per labourer, a non-free
population of about 400. There was woodland for the substantial total of 410 pigs, and on the Elmdon manor there were 200 sheep, no doubt pastured on the chalkland grass.
At Enclosure there was a detached portion of Arkesden parish in the southwest of Elmdon, covering about 150 acres and including Rockell’s Farm and Wood. This was
probably the remains of the Domesday Wigghepet, which may then have included part of the neighbouring Arkesden. The enclave is now in Elmdon.

Until Enclosure in 1824, open fields extended across the chalkland of the north, and throughout the central river valley. Much of the clayland had already been assarted and
enclosed. There was a plurality of manors and lordships throughout the Middle Ages, and also a plurality of dispersed settlements. In 1824 Elmdon included the main village
near the manor house at Elmdonbury, and also Leebury, Lower and Upper Pond Street, Duddenhoe End and Cooper’s End. Lofts included the Domesday manor of Lofts, and
the manor of Duddenhoe Grange, which had belonged to Tilty Abbey before the Dissolution (Morant, 1768). Agriculture was always the predominant occupation, but in the
17th and 18th centuries there was also a flourishing cottage industry in woollen textiles. In 1567 Sir Thomas Meade acquired Elmdonbury and Lofts, and rebuilt Lofts Hall.
Thereafter all the manors were united, with Lofts Hall as the lord’s seat. In the early 18th century most of the parish came into the ownership of Nathaniel Wilkes of London,
who founded a dynasty of squires of Elmdon and Lofts. The livings of the two churches were combined in the mid-19th century in the person of Rev. Robert Fiske Wilkes,
who was Rector of Lofts, Vicar of Elmdon and lord of all the manors from 1858 until his death in 1879. His grandson, John Fiske Wilkes, finally sold the estate in 1927. Tt
was subsequently split up,and Lofts Hall was accidentally burnt down in 1934 (Robin,1980).

References: Neville, RC. 1858. Trans Essex Arch Soc. 1, 194. Reaney, PH. 1935. Place-names of Essex, $88. §35 au s Suy.,
Morant, P. 1768. History and Antiquities of the County of Essex, 598. Robin, J. 1980. Continuity & Change in a NW Essex Village, Cambridge. M Hesse.
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Fg&man rd. at SE bﬁgyhde’zfyw ;;

lgio?r\an rd. at §E§Quhd;|:y; N

Roman rd. at SE boundary ___

__[Source of Name of F

Source of Name of Farm

_ Cosh Farm

pydrdenhée End (part)

[ T
Pond St.Farm

in Estates of Hope Wilk

in Estates of Hope Wilkes, after 1795, ERO D/U 508/1

~[ELMDON

[ELMDON

~ [ELMDON

“[ELMDON

[ELMDON
ELMDON
[ELMDON
'ELMDON
ELMDON
WENDEN LOFTS
ELMDON
|WENDEN LOFTS

ELMDON
|WENDEN LOFTS
WENDEN LOFTS
[ELMDON
ELMDON

|ELMDON
ELMDON
ELMDON -
\WENDEN LOFTS _ |

WENDEN LOFTS |
IWENDEN LOFTS __
[ELMDON

[ELMDON

|ELMDON
| ON
Lds ON =
|ELMDON
|ELMDON
[ELMDON
ELMDON

- 7 ) . j” k{‘Tigher free f—:—— ST ,,,7, 77 o o
— : = T _[ELMDON |
|WENDEN LOFTS
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[image: image12.jpg]Elmdon & Wenden Lofts Enc-Placename

a) Place name

[Lofts Croft
lLong Close
Long Croft
|Long CrofLW
|Long Field
Long Ley
Longleys .
Long Mead
Long Mead
|Long Mead
Long Meadow

Long Slipe

Lower Long Lands .
Lower Pasture

Lt.and Gt.Barn Kiln Field |

Malthums

Mansfseld Close
Mansion House,Farm, yi
Mapletons

Marvel Ley

Mead Bushes Wood

Miles's

Mill Field

Mill Field

Mill Field Coppice
[Mill Field Grove
MI“ Mound

Mol IIy Cosh
Mundens
Mundens Wood
New Pasture

g

~ |ARABLE

/ARABLE

2 "2:7_VS§>a_r‘k W
Wilkes
Rector,Wen' Lofts

_|ARABLE _
ARABLE

HOUSE
|ARABLE

L.
L

ARABLE

OPEN FIEL:

kaés

1457364 Wood
‘TL 1467 393 [Field

WOOD
WOooD

‘TL

‘45 349 Fle!d >
TL 457 361 | ]
TL 1454361 Wood

/ARABLE
T oo
ARABLE

[ Wilkes

Wilkes

5| Wilkes

Wilkes
9 Earl of Shannon

9 Earl of Shannon

TL 1480 399 Field

~PASTURE

| 35Wilkes |

Grid Land use ]Acre]rod [perc Owner Occupier Man-made features within field
T |JARABLE | 16 3| 18Wilkes R B
Cl:,Q,S,E,, 2 2| 29Wilkes et al. ]
| ARABLE 4 2 2Wikes

TL }ARABLE 2 2 0OWilkes
T 1, 15/Strang
1T 2

(ARABLE _

IMEADOWL

IMEADOWL |

|IMEADOWL |
|ARABLE

New View N TL 460 388 Fseld _ |ARABLE Wilkes

Nine Acres TL 452 |

Nine Acres TL 460 361 [Field  |AF 11

Nine Acres, part L as0] ARABLE | 1| 0

Old View _|ARABLE 3 2

Orchard Field |ARAB 2 1] 9Wilkes

Paps ARABLE 1.3 3Wikes

Park Wood, part _ WOOoD | 7‘ 2, AWilkes ) I
|Parkers _ARABLE | 6 2 13Hadsley | o
Paynes Field 23] 3' 33|Wilkes |

Perry Field WQPfE[\JiFIEL‘ Strange  Raymond
Phillips Ley ARABLE 2| 0] 11 Wilkes |
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Elmdon & Wenden Lofts Enc-Placename

/ e S

11/04/2000

Man-made features next to field

Any other information _

Name of farm

Parish

ForeR T SE haundery

Roman rd. at SE boundary

Roma

Roman rd. at SE boundary

Boh’]@n rd. at SE bou}{d'ar'y;

IRoman rd. at SE boundary

urce of Name of Farm _in Estates of Hope Wilkes, after 1795, ERO D/U 508/1

~Source of Name of Farm_in Estates of Hope Wilkes, after 1795, ERO D/U 508/1

_|Duddenhoe End |

'WENDEN LOFTS

" [ELMDON

|ELMDON

ORI |- .\ AL e

“ELMDON

~[ELMDON

| T P R e L

“Duddenhoe End  |ELMDON

WENDEN LOFTS

ELMDON
ELMDON
ELMDON -
WENDENLORTS
ELMDON

EEMBON

ELMDON
ELMDON

ELMDON
ELMDON
ELMDON
ELMDON B
WENDEN LOFTS
WENDEN LOFTS

ELMDON

ELMDON
ELMDON
ELMDON
ELMDON
ELMDON

ECMDON
ELMDON

[ELMDON

WENDEN LOFTS

ELMDON

ELMDON

Roman rd. at SE boundary

Source of Name of Farm in Estates of Hope. Wilkes, afteri‘li79;5,”Evl'RO D/U 508/1

T source of Name of Farm_in Estates of Hope Wilkes, after 1795, ERO D/U 508/1
- |Source of Name of Farm in Estates of Hope Wilkes, after 1795, ERO D/U 508/1
Roman rd. at SE boundary  |Source of Name of Farm in Estates of Hope Wilkes, after 1795, ERO D/U 508/1
Roman rd. at SE boundary

WENDEN LOFTS

ELMDON

_|WENDEN
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[image: image14.jpg]Elmdon & Wenden Lofts Enc-Placename

11/04/2000

a) Place name b) Alias__ |Grid| x y_{PIace Typ| Land use |Acre[rod perc Owner [bccupieﬂ i Man-made features within field
Piggots Farm Homestead __|TL l461392 \Homeste [HOUSE |11 17Wilkes N | } o o R
Pightle 1L 466 372 Field ARABLE 0 0 39Wikes | o R B o
|Pightle - [ TL |458/366 Field  ARABLE | 1| 1| 17|Wilkes aE e = o o o |
Pightle B T »460396 Field  |ARABLE .0 38 9Hadsley el B I
Pighte B | ARABLE | 0 2| 30Wikes | | S S S|
PiII | Croft oo e = | 7, 3 10Hadsley leem = o e
e . ~PE 7 1] 25Wwilkes - )
Ploughed Close | __|ARABLE 10 1 4 o
Plow Close - L Field  |ARABLE | 1/ 0| 37Raymond, Lt Gen _ 3 o o )
TL 377 |Homeste JHOUSEWQL 1] 4] 20|Wilkes et al. 3 y R | -
- 1TL 1388 |Field ARABLE K 1 0] 20 Wnkewsﬁ ki | - -
TL 375 1H707n§ste JHQUSE 11 91W|Ikes 2 ol o ]
T 377 [Field  |OPEN FIE 3 . o
Potteﬁi}gen Mead - ITL 371 [Field ARAﬁi |10 2 = at
Red Croft - Field  |ARABLE | 0 2 o | o - B
Wood WOOoD | 14 Al . oy g TP . _ o
Field  |ARABLE | 6 0 10[Earl of Shannon | | - i
) Field  |ARABLE 20| 15\Wikes ] Y B B
Roundibq!-llj ARABLE 2 O] 2Hadsley | e B
Roundabouts __ARABLE | 2 3| 19Wikesetal. g } 77777 o
Rumballs Croft Fie ARABLE | 3 1|  4wilkes
Rumberry Hill (Field  |ARABLE | ” 21 37}VVJ![<§
Field ARABLE | 4 13 ‘Raymond (part)
Seven-Ac (Field _|ARABLE | 8 1 Y
Seven Acres ~ Field ~ |/ARABLE | 7| 3| 30Wilkes o
Short Hedge Pen Field PEN | 1 0 30Wilkes
Short Rights |Field  |ARABLE - 3 3| 18/Stark, Wm_
Signers F:eld o 'ARABLE |7 2| 8Wikes
 Acres ~|ARABLE 6] 0 OlWilkes e
Six Acres - ARABLE 8 O o
Slxﬁgges o _|ARABLE | 7| 2| 12FarofShamnon | [
Six Acres, Two parts ARABLE | 4| 3 R
Slxteen Acres 20, 2| S
Sleepgrs 5 2 -
3 ! B | 7 =
ARABLE 1 5 2 | L
MEADOWL| 1 0] | B B R
ARABLE 3 2 Wilkes | ) -
St : ield  |ARABLE | 2] 1 . -
Stocking Field | i ARABLE | 3| 1 .
Stocking Grove WOOD 3 ~ iL 1 o o 2
|Stockings = ~_ARaBLE | 3 2 o . R
Ten Acres - 2 359 |Fiel ARABLE | 11 2/ 20S Wn | - o
The Bottoms | TL 455367 |Field ARABLE | g o0 ZB\VWiIkes |
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[image: image15.jpg]Elmdon & Wenden Lofts Enc-Placename

11/04/2000

Man-made features next to field

Any other information

Name of farm

Parish

ELMDON
IDON.

“[ELMDON

ELMDON

ELMDON

[ELMDON |

~ [ELMDON

LMDON
\ELMDQN
|WENDEN LOFTS

WENDEN LOFTS

- Qoéﬁarm

;Source of Name of Farrn m Esf(ates orf Hope W|lkes after 1795 ERO b/U 508/1

Duddenhoe End

~|ELMDON

~ ELMDON

_Duddenhoe End

~WENDEN LOFTS ~
WENDEN LOFTS
WENDEN LOFTS
ELMDON
[ELMDON
ELMDON

_[ELMDON
ELMDON
_ ELMDON

[ELMDON
_ELMDON
[ELMDON

/ELMDON
[ELMDON
ELMDON
ELMDON
~[ELMDON
_|WENDEN LOFTS

Source of Name of Farm and "Slipers" in Estates of Hupe Wilkes, after 1 1795 ERO'D/U 508/1

Lofts Hall Frarm

75\170797 of Nahg of Férm

Duddenhoe End 5
. Duddenhoe

~ ELMDON

_\WENDEN LOFTS |

ELMDON

WENDEN LOFTS

\Cosh Farm

|Source of Name of Farm in Estates of Hope lekes after 1795 ERO D/U 508/1

Duddenhoe End

]

ELMDON
[ELMD
ELMDON

el I I I B I N B A
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[image: image16.jpg]Elmdon & Wenden Lofts Enc-Placename 11/04/2000

a) Place name | b) Alias A [Grid[ x y |Place Typ| Land use |Acre|rod jperc Owner vl—bp(;cupier Man-made features within field

Thelawn | TL 463 386 Field  ARABLE | 26 2  4Wikes | -

TDE,':?,"!’,'Lff o . ~|TL |456/384 [Field OPEN F[EL\ 10, 3 14‘W)Ikes o e

The Meadow - ‘TL 1460|398 |Field \MEADQWL 2 3 12\W4Ikes o i o

TheiPiaLkr o Field |/ARABLE | 43 3 35, lekes | I AR B o

__|ARABLE | 23| 3 O|Wilkes 1 . o o

ARABLE | | | [Raymond, Lt Gen (pt) | o o
PEN l 1] 2] 21|Strange, William B B o B

Three Acre Fleld B __|ARABLE | 3 0 llLee Estate o —

Townsend Hole Pens PENS [ 2| 2 |Wilkes B - .

Iurners Yard 5 ARABLE "77 1 2 |Raymond, Lt Gen L B fehaue =

Twelve Acre Meadow | g \459 w355 __IMEADOWL | 11| 1 2|Wilkes o

Twenty-Six Acres | _TL 1455 |406 [Fi 28 Hadsley ] o B

Upper Close B SO 1 7\4&27 392 |F 2 Wilkes e | -

Upper Ley 1 _Tl:7‘46f} 372 |Field L O] 8|Raymond, Lt Gen o i | B -

|Upper Long Lands | TL |462 358 [Fi ) ) ~ 0/Stark, Wm ] o

Upper Long Mead, part ~  TL \464 361 |Fie _|ARABLE qumond LtGen | | B

Valley Shot Cut VTL “4}6787380 Field |ARABLE B Wilkes |t | -

Valley Shot | 380 |Field 1 Wllkes S | -

Wansbarns 2362 |Field ARABLE | 4 Earl of Shannon 3 o

White Friars Field 364 |Field ARABLE 3 Wilkes - n ~ o

Wood Pightle 396 |Field ARA@LﬁEi L |Wilkes o Be y o

\Woolsmans 362 |Field ARABLE Stark, Wm |

Page 13





[image: image17.jpg]1< dment ‘ /N 7 v T

Elmdon & Wenden Lofts Enc-Placename

11/04/2000

Man-made features next to field

Any other information

Roman rd. ai?}l@boun(ﬁi .

Roman rd. 5} NE bgﬁq&éryt” ] 7”

Homan rd. a(S?Biundary 3

|Source of Name of Farm in Estates of Hope Wilkes, after 1795, ERO D/U 508/1

'Spyrrgierqu\{ame of Farm_in Estates of

Sinuous hedged bank at SE edég,: Bank

_Source of Name of Farm in Estates of Hope Wilkes, after 1795, ERO D/U 508/1

Name of farm

“Source of Name of Farm and "Landen Park” in Estates of Hope Wilkes, after 1795, EROD/U 508/1

Wilkes, after 1795, ERO D/U 508/1

gular peninsular fromréiﬁ{a:qrrlt R

|Source of Name of Farm_in Estates of Hope Wilkes, after 1795, ERO D/U 508/1

Roman rd. é} S'Errbgh}diary . — = e el e v e A -

ILofts Hall Farm

ofts Hall Farm
ofts Hall Farm

Cosh E’a:rrr)? B

IPond St.Farm

[ELMDON

___[ELMDON

Parish

WENDEN LOFTS

WENDEN LOFTS
ELMDON
WENDEN LOFTS

~ \WENDEN LOFTS

ELMDON
ELMDON

ELMDON

ELMDON
ELMDON

ELMDON

~ [ELMDON
_WENDEN LOFTS
|WENDEN LOFTS

~ ELvDON
L empon
ELMDON
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Elmdon & Wenden Lofts parishes in the County of Essex.





     Reproduced by permission 


       of Essex County Council.
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