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NEWSLETTER

Number 53	July 2024 

Welcome to this edition of the Essex Industrial Archaeology Group’s (EIAG) Newsletter

In this edition we have good news regarding progress with the restoration of ‘Jumbo’; reports on EERIAC 2024 and the 175th anniversary of the Gainsborough Line; a fascinating ‘memoir’ on Colchester Trams and news of coming events including the EIAG Industrial Heritage Fair – hopefully see you all there!

If you have any comments on the Newsletter generally or specific items in it, or wish to make a contribution to the next Newsletter, please contact us via our email address - essexiag@gmail.com.

Contributions for the Newsletter should be sent by the end of the month prior to publication (i.e. by end of March, June, September and December), please. Please submit text as a Word document and photos as separate files such as jpgs.




Programme of ESAH / EIAG events 2024
 
Monday 19th August, Time 2:00 pm. Guided tour of the Bata factory in East Tilbury. £5 The Bata Heritage Centre presents the history of the British Bata Shoe Co Ltd., and its fascinating industrial and architectural heritage.

Saturday 14th September, 10:00 – 4:00. Industrial Heritage Fair, Grange Barn, Coggeshall. See poster below, full details of the event will be in the Newsletter and on the ESAH/EIAG website as they are finalised. No need to book, attendance free!

Wednesday 16th October, 11:00 am. The Railway in Halstead. Meet at the Butler Road car park (CO9 1LL). Our guide Malcolm Root will lead an hour’s walk around Halstead’s industrial past. Please bring £5 cash to donate to the Halstead Heritage Museum. Please note: this tour may not suit you if you have mobility issues.

Saturday 2nd November, 10am-4pm. Annual Archaeology & History Symposium, £10. Includes lunch and tea/coffee. At Roman Circus House, Colchester. There will be a post-medieval and industrial theme to this year’s programme. Speakers include: Andrew Phillips, Peter Jones, and Tim Murphy - Plus EIAG AGM at lunch time!

Please email/write to the Excursions Secretary to book (howard000brooks@gmail.com). Payment: Online as before. Let us know if you require account details. Please give event reference and number of bookings (e.g. HAR 2). Alternatively: send a cheque to Hon Sec's Colchester address.
PLEASE NOTE: If you pay online you must tell us otherwise we won't be expecting you.



Balkerne Tower Trust – ‘Jumbo’

The following excellent news has been gleaned from the Balkerne Tower Trust (BTT) annual report:

Historic England have removed Jumbo from its Buildings at Risk list, because preservation work is underway. 

In March there were two public consultation events involving Colchester Residents’ Panels (formed by Colchester City Council) to explore possible plans for Jumbo. Brian Light (BTT Chair) gave a short presentation on each occasion. Discussions were engaged, lively and relevant. A further similar consultation is planned for July. Also in March, a New Jumbo website was launched by North Essex Heritage (NEH):  https://jumbo.org.uk/ This will be updated regularly as the Jumbo project develops.

Looking ahead to some major landmarks: in the autumn there will be a public exhibition showing the plans for Jumbo in detail, and the necessary planning applications will be submitted. Also, in November the Board of the National Lottery Heritage Fund is due to decide the outcome of the major NEH grant application for the stage 2 (delivery stage) of its Jumbo project. This should be known by the end of the year.
[image: ]
Photo credit: North Essex Heritage
Tramway Memories by Peter Jones

I have always had a soft spot for trams and growing up in North London they were part of my childhood. We did not live that far from the tram terminus by the Archway Tavern at the bottom of Highgate Hill. From there the number 35 would depart wending it way through Holloway, Islington and Bloomsbury, through the Kingsway Subway out on to the Victoria Embankment. Travelling over Westminster Bridge it disappeared into the South London suburbs, that mysterious land across the river. All very exciting for a small boy, especially travelling through the Kingsway Subway, which aroused an interest in trams that has never left me. When we moved to Colchester over 40 years ago and I found out that it once had a tram system I just had to find out more, I have been doing just that ever since and now have quite an archive of books, maps, recollections, photographs etc.
[image: ]In the first 5 years of the 20th century 124 tramway systems opened, truly a golden age for trams. Colchester Corporation Tramways opened in July 1904. It was never a big system only 5½ route miles and never enlarged, apart from a short extension in 1906 from St Botolph’s (Now Colchester Town) station to the Recreation Ground in Old Heath Road. The small fleet of trams were never updated or modernised and after the First World War were in a very poor condition. Eventually Colchester Corporation replaced all its trams with buses, the last trams running in December 1929.

There are quite a few personal accounts of life in Colchester that mention the trams but very few that give a real personal touch. Bob Reynolds is a fictitious character just to help the story along but most of the memoir is based on archive evidence, recollections, photographs, likely scenarios and my own memories of what, for a youngster, it was like to ride on a tram.

Memories of Colchester Trams by Bob Reynolds

I was born in 1904 when the trams first started running and some of my earliest memories are of the trams. I grew up in St Peter’s Street and they passed the end of our road. To a small boy the trams were amazing; they looked so big and could move without horses. They were powered by electricity, something that nobody really understood in our house and that my Grandad said would never catch on. When they moved they made a loud sort of whining noise like nothing I had ever heard before. They looked smart too, the lower panels were painted a deep red colour and the upper parts were cream and down the side of the car it said ‘Colchester Corporation Tramways’ in gold letters. What I loved about the trams was that they could take you somewhere without walking. My Dad worked at the Corporation Waterworks at the bottom of Balkerne Lane and we never had much money. If we needed to go anywhere we walked, cabs or a coach for us were just a dream. To ride on the trams cost about a penny a mile which was great as long as you wanted to go where the rails went.

[image: ]My Mum had a brother who lived with his family in Harwich Road near the level crossing, who we used to visit regularly. We caught the tram at Middleborough that went up North Hill to the High Street. We had to change trams at the Fire Office to get one down to East Gates.





I liked to ride upstairs. It was a great feeling to be so high up looking down on everyone in the street and feeling the breeze on my face. I used to like to think I was driving. As the tram moved the trolley arm in contact with the overhead cable made a sort of fizzing, whirring noise, and it clicked as it moved over the joints in the cable. At the junctions it crackled and sparked as the collector moved over the points and at night that looked quite spectacular.

The seats were wooden, my Mum didn’t like them but I didn’t mind. The back of the seat was hinged so at the end of the journey you could pull the back over so you were facing the right way going home. My favourite seat was at the front of the tram and it was quite strange when it went around a sharp bend. As the wheels of the tram were set in the centre of the car there was quite an overhang at the front and back. Sitting right at the front going around a bend it felt like the car was going straight on and when the wheels hit the bend you would suddenly lurch around as the tramcar followed the rails. I noticed it particularly on the bend where Head Street turns into Crouch Street - it felt, for a minute, as if the tram was heading straight down the Maldon Road. The trams used to wiggle a bit as they went through the passing loops, first to the left and then to the right. It was a strange motion and my Mum always said it made her feel a bit seasick.
[image: ]Going along the High Street there was always a lot to see. There were five stops in the High Street so the trams did not go very fast. It was also busy, particularly on market days. Although it was obvious where the tram tracks were cabs and traders never seemed to notice when stopping or unloading and obstructing the trams. Just past the Town Hall where the road widened the cabs used to park so it was always busy there. By the Hippodrome was the Silver Queen Bus Garage. I think there was a bit of rivalry between them and the trams because the bus drivers often parked badly and were slow to move. To warn other road users the trams had a large bell that the driver worked by a foot pedal. Trams had to have these because if they had a whistle like the trains it was thought that would frighten the horses.

Just after Wicks Off Licence by the George Hotel the double track became single and the driver had to stop and flick a switch on the cable support pole to get a green light to show it was safe to proceed. This stopped tramcars from East Hill and Queen Street entering the single line section through the lower end of the High Street.
I still remember many of the shops, on the left - Joslins hardware and agricultural merchants, Farmers hardware and Kent and Blaxhill ironmongery and builders’ merchants. On the other side of the road, St Nicholas Church, and the Seahorse public house. By All Saints Church the driver stopped and used a long metal bar to change the points to direct us down towards East Hill. Carrying on Queen Street was on the right, Holly Trees and Grey Friars on the left and at that point the descent of East Hill began.

[image: ]The hills in Colchester are quite steep and sometimes caused the trams problems particularly if it was icy so the trams had to go downhill very slowly, not much faster than walking pace. Downstairs there were two long seats running down each side of the car facing each other. The seats were slatted varnished wood and I always imagined that as the cars went up or down the hills all the passengers would slide down to one end. As it was a single line down East Hill there were loops where the trams could pass each other. There was one halfway down by the Nicholls Mineral Water factory and we quite often had to wait there for a tram coming up the hill.
At the bottom of East Hill there were two large breweries on the left, the Eagle Brewery and next door the Nicholls Brewery behind the Goat and Boot pub. Next was the junction with Brook Street with its horse trough in the middle of the road and on to East Bridge. This had a bit of a hump in the middle and as the tram went over it could give you a bit of a start if you were not expecting it. The top of the tram also gave you a good view of East Mill where you often saw the barges unloading grain. Next was the Siege House and Marriages retail shop and at the Ipswich Road junction was Charlie Browns shop on the corner and the Welcome Sailor pub on the opposite corner. Just after the Rose and Crown Hotel on the corner of Old Coach Road the tram stopped just in front of the level crossing gates where we got off.

[image: ]
Then it was a short walk over the railway to my Uncles house to see my cousins and try some of my Aunt’s lovely homemade cakes - Happy Days!


Imagined by Peter Jones, based on research and contemporary accounts.

Photos, courtesy Peter Jones, in order shown:
Middleborough; The Fire Office in High Street; Market Day in Colchester; East Bay at the junction with Brook Street; and  East Bridge, built 1802 




EAST OF ENGLAND REGION INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGY CONFERENCE - NORWICH, 2024
On Saturday, 8th June, I attended as EIAG representative at the EERIAC 2024 Conference. This was held in the Norwich and Norfolk Millennium Library. a modern building on the corner of the main market square and easy to find at the heart of Norwich. It was attended by 30 delegates, which maintained the higher post-covid level achieved last year in Chelmsford. They came from all of the East of England counties, though amongst them I was a lone Essex presence. The programme for the day comprised two papers in the morning which aimed to give the background to the history, people and sites of industrial Norwich. These were followed after lunch by a tour which took in some of the significant sites and surviving evidence of the City`s industrial past. 
Prior to lunch a short AGM meeting was held when the accounts were presented, the matter of giving modest grants raised,  plans discussed for the meeting next year and an opportunity provided for each County to report (I brought attention to the coming Essex Industrial Heritage Fair at Coggeshall in September).
The first presentation was “Norwich`s Industrial Past” by Dr Mary Fewster, comprising a quick, but thorough, round-up of the numerous industries once to be found within the boundary set by the medieval wall of Norwich. Many of these had their origins in the middle ages when they met the domestic needs of the City and also supplied the varied needs of the wider rural population. Most of these activities were small scale and located within the medieval family houses and/or associated workshops. Throughout the 18th century the more successful businesses expanded to meet growing local and, more importantly, national and even international demand.  By the end of the 19th century most had expanded to the limit of their original building plots and many had developed upwards. The population had also expanded so that much of a once open `green` City had become a very crowded place.  Consequently, this put pressure on the roads and bridges, water supply, sewage disposal and other services.
During the 20th century many of these industries moved out of the City, were taken over or simply closed as demand waned. A large number of factory buildings were demolished and the sites redeveloped, but Dr Fewster showed a map locating some of the many sites. She has kindly allowed this to be reproduced here, the associated list indicating the types of activity operating in Norwich. She also drew upon an extensive collection of Norwich photo`s to show numerous views of buildings that have now gone. A visit to the Museum of Norwich at the Bridewell in the central Norwich Lanes area was recommended since this tells the story of the City`s industries and the people who lived and worked there.
The second presentation was ”Author Collins, Norwich City Engineer” by Matt Williams, providing an account of the man who was appointed City Engineer, Architect and Surveyor for Norwich in 1894. At this time the City had serious engineering problems which successive previous holders of the post had failed to tackle. Collins was appointed to address these issues, having built a good reputation as an engineer first with companies in Cornwall then working with the local authorities of several large English towns.
He was known to be outspoken claiming about the state of the City and its neglected engineering to have “never seen such a waste heap in all my life”. However, he was an also ambitious man and during his 31 years in post did much to greatly improve the situation. He carried out various large-scale projects which enhanced the City and gave him national recognition. He also caused controversy by carrying out schemes considered to be spoiling the antiquarian and picturesque views of the City, this leading to the creation of the Norwich Antiquarian Society when he proposed adding an additional arch to one of the attractive old City river bridges.
[image: ]Collins work included improvements to the City transport network, the congested river, the poor water supply and the limited sewage disposal system. He was also responsible before WW1 for addressing social provision issues by designing new housing for the local poor and was influential in the creation of the new Norwich tram system. His noted achievement was resolving the difficult problem of keeping sewage moving by putting in place six ejector stations linked to the New Mills Water-powered Air Compression Station. This building survives, is being restored by an active group of local volunteers and a visit to it provided the high point of the afternoon tour which took in a number of the converted buildings and still surviving industrial structures in Norwich.

(Left) Exterior view of the New Mills building.


(Below Right) Interior view of New Mills



(Below Left) Site of former St. Georges Works awaiting development 
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(Above) Restored former Bullard and Sons Anchor Brewery building
[image: C:\Users\TCros\Documents\Tony\EIAG\Newsletters\Norwich chimney.jpg]















(Above) A rare factory chimney surviving in the City	


[image: ]Industrial Norwich map
1. S. Page & Sons Brush Factor	
2. Jas. Southall & Co. Ltd. Shoe Factory (later Start-Rite)
3. F. W. Harmer & Co. Clothing Manufacturers (first factory)	
4. F. W. Harmer & Co. Clothing Manufacturers, St. Andrew’s Steam Clothing Works
5. Chamberlain’s Ltd. Retail and Wholesale Store
6. Chamberlain’s Ltd. Wholesale Clothing Factory
7. Caley’s Ltd., later Rowntree & Mackintosh, then Nestlé	
8. Weavers’ houses, Colegate
9. Manufactory behind Magdalen Street – ‘the Bombazine works’
10. Manufactory in Surrey Street (shown in George Plunkett’s photographs)
11. Willett & Nephew silk factory
12. St. James’ Mill
13. St. Edmund’s Mill14. F. Hindes & Sons silk factory
15. Howlett & White shoe factory		
16. Haldenstein & Bally shoe factory
17. Bullard & Sons brewery			18. Youngs, Crawshay & Youngs brewery
19. Steward & Patteson brewery			20. Morgan’s Brewery, later Watney Mann
21. Coleman’s ‘Wincarnis’ factory		22. Hills & Underwood vinegar works
23. J. Brett & Sons furnishers (retail and wholesale site; factory in Heigham)	24. Colman’s mustard works
25. Smith & Sons Manufacturing Chemists	26. ‘Odol’ toothpaste factor
27. Holmes & Sons iron founders and engineering works	
28. Barnard, Bishop & Barnard iron founders and engineering works
29. Barnes & Pye iron founders and engineering works	30. Boulton & Paul iron founders and engineering 	works
31. Thomas Smithdale (Smithdale & Sons) iron founders and engineering works
32. Laurence & Scott Electromotors, Gothic Works	
33. Mann Egerton & Co. Ltd. Coachbuilders & Motor Engineers
34. Howes & Sons Ltd. Coachbuilders & Motor Engineers	
35. Eastern Daily Press printing works (to 1969)		36. Eastern Daily Press printing works (from 1969)
37. Norman & Beard organ factory

Map and list of industrial sites courtesy Dr Mary Fewster
Report text and photos – Dave Buckley
175th Anniversary of the Chappel Viaduct & Gainsborough Line

To mark this major landmark in the railway history and heritage of Essex, the East Anglian Railway Museum (EARM) in association with the Essex & South Suffolk Community Rail Partnership (ESSCRP) held a celebratory weekend at the end of June at Chappel & Wakes Colne railway station, the home of the EARM and a stop of the still operational line from Marks Tey to Sudbury. On the Saturday there was a guided walk from Marks Tey to Chappel & Wakes Colne which was attended by over 40 people. While the first part of the 3.7 mile walk was on footpaths across the fields, we eventually arrived at the Viaduct and were able to weave our way through the 32 arches, each with a span of 30 feet, of this magnificent 1066 feet long landmark designed by Peter Bruff. Originally planned to be of brick and timber, the presence of good brick clay at Mount Bures meant that just bricks – over 6 million of them – were used. Over 600 navvies were involved in its construction and Bruff put the cost at £21,000.

(This is also the site of the Chappel & Wakes Colne at War:  World War Two Heritage Trail - https://www.tendringcoastalheritage.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Chappel_Leaflet_FINAL.pdf)

[image: ]On both days of the weekend there were Steam and Diesel Days at EARM of which I took full advantage! Firstly, I rode behind their Andrew Barclay 0–4–0ST, works no.1047, numbered 11, which was restored to steam at EARM in 2013. 




[image: ]

The diesel ride was aboard their diesel railbus no. E79963. It was built in 1958, one of only five railbuses built for British Railways by the German company Waggon & Maschinenbau GmbH. Four survive in preservation. All worked on local Essex branches including Witham to Maldon, the Braintree Branch and the branch which runs through the museum site. E79963 worked the last train which ran from Saffron Walden to Audley End on the September 1963.

Text and photos – Tony Crosby

News in Brief

50th Anniversary of ‘Essex and the Industrial Revolution’

This year marks the 50th anniversary of the publication by the Essex Record Office (ERO) of John Booker’s seminal work ‘Essex and the Industrial Revolution’. This was a ground-breaking book which followed on from John’s collation of ‘site cards’ recording the archaeological remains of industrial sites in Essex and which are archived at the ERO. Industrial Archaeology was very much in its infancy in the early 1970s and tended to concentrate on the more intensive, heavy industrial areas of the midlands and north, so to feature Essex’s locally, nationally and internationally significant industrial past was a major advance and achievement. I only realised the significance of this year half way through, although it had not occurred to the ERO staff either. I am in discussions with staff at the ERO on the possibility of jointly holding a commemorative event to mark the anniversary, but if it happens it will not be until next year. – Tony Crosby


European Route of Industrial Heritage
ERIH Laureates: Industrial heritage sites win Europa Nostra Awards

This year, 206 sites and organisations from 38 countries applied for one of the renowned European Heritage Awards / Europa Nostra Awards. Ultimately, 26 applicants prevailed, including the ERIH member sites including the Shrewsbury Flaxmill Maltings in the UK. 


National Lottery Heritage Fund Grant Awards

Since the National Lottery’s Heritage Fund was created 30 years ago it has invested over £600 million in industrial, maritime and transport heritage projects. Their latest grants, which together total £14.8m, include:

£2.3million for the Pioneering Sailing Trust. The Trust will use the money to enhance its Harker’s Yard facilities on the Brightlingsea Shipyard Estate, create a new apprenticeship scheme and continue its restorations of historic vessels.

£1.6million for ‘Lighting Up the Lea’ in Cody Dock, Newham, which will spotlight this corner of London’s industrial past by restoring an historic vessel made by Thames Ironworks, constructing a new heritage centre and developing three years of heritage activities and opportunities.




	


Industrial Heritage Fair 2024
[image: ]
In partnership with the National Trust & Heritage Open Days
Date & Time – Saturday 14th September 2024, 10:00 – 4:00

Venue – Grange Barn, Coggeshall, CO6 1RE

Admission and car parking free

Refreshments available




20 Exhibits by Essex societies and industrial sites covering such industries as: agricultural engineering; public water supply; brick-making; metal windows; company villages; pack-horse bridges; industries of Chelmsford and Halstead
Exhibition of woodcarving tools used by local master carver Bryan Saunders until his death in 1975. The Saunders Collection is a fascinating goldmine of chisels, hammers, knives, measuring devices and many others
Four short talks on local industries including the cloth trade and metal working, and Marconi and Hoffmann in Chelmsford
Self-guided tour of industrial sites in Coggeshall, including former maltings & breweries, textile factories, and the isinglass factory
Coggeshall Museum, Abbey Watermill, and Village Smithy will also be open


[image: C:\Users\TCros\Documents\Tony\EIAG\Newsletters\Bata Open Day 2024 .jpg]
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